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Some notes about sources: 

Nearly all of the government documents utilized in the "Supplemental Notes" in my UFO 
history series were obtained by Robert Todd and Jan AldricP, involving considerable effort 
and expense on their part. Thousands of pages of AFIN UFO records were furnished to the 
two researchers by the National Archives and Records Services (NARS) from the Director 
oflntelligence decimal files 000.9 "Flying Discs" file. These are not part of the Blue Book 
files but are part ofthe same record group #341. Hundreds more were obtained by Jan and 
Robert from the National Air Intelligence Center (NAIC), 4180 Watson Way, Wright-Patter
son AFB, Ohio, 45433-5648. The NAIC furnished documents listed under: "Project Sign 
1948/1949 Investigative Reports, 333.5, Investigations." Moreover, some more information 
was obtained from the Inspector General, USAF, Office of Special Investigations (OSI) Files, 
Record Group #341, Entry 63A. ---L.E. Gross 

WANTED: Any UFO material related to the summer 1947 UFO wave. Contact: Project 1947, 
Box 391, Canterbury CT 06331 
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The "Man in the Moon?" The Swedish Ghost Rockets? (See clippings below) 
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18 January. Helsinki, Finland. (9:30p.m.) 

"Rocket-like phenomena." 

According to a Navy Department Intelligence report, the sighting of a "rocket-like" phenomena 
was published in the Helsinki press. The U.S. Naval Attache in Finland forwarded a translation 
to Washington: 

"An amateur observer (M. Niamala) observed what appeared to be a rocket 
at 2130 on Saturday [the 18th] evening. Mr. Niamala, who was working at the 
most 1 0 seconds, at three second intervals. It appeared and disappeared five or 
six times, after which the flame (light) changed to a white glow and fmally a 
dark red color. The rocket seemed to be on a curving course approaching from 
the north and at an altitude of about 2,000 meters. Just before the rocket dis
appeared (for the last time) an object resembling a parachute [?] was seen to fall 
to earth. This was observed through a telescope." (xx.) 

(xx.) Intelligence Report. Issued by the Intelligence Division, Office of Chief of 
Naval Operations, Naval Department. Serial# R-5-S-47. From: U.S. Naval 
Attache, Helsinki, Finland. Reference (a) Alusna Helsinki R-21-S-46 dated 
22 August 1946. Source Press and Official Liaison Officer. Evaluation C-3. 
Subject: FINLAND-Army/Navy-Guided Missile. Date ofReport:lO February 
47. Copy in author's files. 

20 January. More information from another American military attache. 

The American Naval attache in London, Commander Jenkins, learned more from the Chief 
Scientist ofthe British Ministry of Supply, Sir Ben Locksoeiser. who passed on what he had 
learn from an informal conversation. (See pages 4-5) ' 

Since the second page does not reproduce well, the important part of it is retyped here: 

••swedes are themselves in doubt that reported phenomena might be of Russian 
origin but prefer to have British and American authorities believe so. No fragments 
have been recovered, but Swedes advance theory of consumable ["case" -not clear] 
like magnesium or plastics. When queried by Sir Ben as to how such materials could 
be designed to withstand firing conditions and stresses, Swedes had no further ex
planations or comments. Sir Ben feels that though possible, it is highly improbable 
that these phenomena which continue to be reported from time to time are due to 
other than natural causes plus popular imagination. This opinion is strengthened by 
fact that no official observer or person of recognized authority in Sweden has ob
served any ofthese later phenomena. However, British will continue to keep Peena
munde area under surveillance." 
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Page 2 

From: UStiA London Englantt sgd Holly noting 

Iir 71395 20 January 1~4·r 

i.J. secondll fol' en ave~·&r,e of 6J.8.4 mileo pe;:o hour. 

(•U 20 Jcnuary A11' 1-!a!'ohal S1r Normn.\'1 Ho~rn.t•d Dot tO!'Il~r 
KCB, VIE, Df,'J, AFC, l'elinql\:l.nhed comn,c.nd of nAF Bor.fbe1• t'{o!.:r:l'-t; 

co beccL1e lnsp~ctot• G:mern~ of R/IF, repln.cing 1\1.1~ Cni c-1' l·lc>r
shal Sir Arthur Sllerirum Bart•att, l\C.?. .• CJ.l0 1 NC .• ;.•etircd, ,u 
~lnrahal Sir Hugh ~:LtJ.ia.l!l Lurn~:o.en &;.•Jntl"re, Img, C'3, :•tC', DFC, 
Mt-1, 13 t1o·o~ Ai:r. Off1c~r CommaucHng in Chief, Bo:nl>r.:r- t:·o,rr,e-'1!'• 

Armament Reeem•ch Dept'runent nnd Ar•cou1cn~; )'l!;'r;l.r;n L'<!
pe.rtment of N:l.nte try of Sl.!ppJ.y 110~1 ho•re IW:'f. W"Jl'C :·:o::-•: <;non 
thell• present s·~ff ·e,d. funds ~.1.11 p~l'ill1 t th'?.n i·o c·:;mp!.etl?. 
Heads or the;1e dep.;tl't!Hents have l'eque'3ted D"ll'CCt.Ol' -.•i' r'llV('.J. 
Ol•dnMce and D.1.r.!?ctor Oe:leW\1 of .lll'till~ry to C!.' t ti:.t::5.r tl~
manc\e by 110%. !n deoie;n, the gre11.·c btlll.t of thl.:." ~rol.'l•: 1:3 r:>1g; 
•"Jf carriages fo1• ne1·r weapons. C~•lll!1iderat1on 1s b.:oL•~a 3lvr.•n 
to placing wlth outside &1\ll!U'oJent; firm:>, st•.ch ns- VJ.c!~er:: .. J\NJ·-

·~- strong and others, some CP.l'l':l.age CleJign work, VHll'elly :r<Jcl.uc1r 
load., Pl'P.aent thought in Armament R~sea.rch and Ar·~~>n•mt Dt-
sign d.epart2DI!llts is to conoe11trate Pl'1marily on bttE<~.c r·~seorc 
and basic design p~.,blems in ar.narnents fol' next 2 o1· _:; .reurs . 

. On subject of so called ghost missil~s over !':'~rl!!dcm, 
Sir Ben J..ockepeisr.~.' Cnief dolc:mtist, ltlnistry of· Sl'.pply, 
recently rctur·ned from conference., ,.n Sweden ~.;i th S11edi>Sh 
solentitio and air force &l,lthorities, gave foll-oHing :tnforma~ 
in infonual conversation '11'1 t.h Com!llt.lndel' Jenkins, Office of · 

CM m 3830 (21 Jan 47) 

SECRi:T 

COPY NO. 

'niE MAKING OF' AN EXACT.~ OF' THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN 

.. 
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J\lller1can Naval .P.ttaoh-., london. 

Swedell &!:'"! thH~seJ.•.r~:l ;n ~lo•1bt i·;,at rei':J!'~"·li l'h"'•l'··· ~·:1:~ 
;eight. be of RU!l!J.on Ol'lt:ln 1:<•.1t prczorcr t.•> h::-:'o A!•.tt1.···i, "''!' 
f,mel'lca.n UUtliOl~l.t1E'3 ht'l:tn·,ro !'f.l, J!O fr'1.{l)'!F.n\;f! i!-~ .. • t.•;(J• ,.,. 
covf'rcd .• but St:edcn n'.lvanue ·;·.h<!o~·:r :>f •:;nulu~::bl~ n·•·•; .:. 1 ;·.

mr.e,nealUIII or plfHttics. ~·.'!vm quP.r·.l.P.<l by :':1:\• Ben. u:J ·'·' to·,•· .: ".:, 
rr.ate:o•l.ll.le couJ.d be dcn1gw·•l ~o 11.1.1·1•atsnd n.ring c;·'"'·' •.1·. 
1111d 11 t1•etiaes, ~t~ede11 had no /\1rth"!l' '!.•:-plans ti"ils ·~ ·· ,.,..,,h>:'t : ... ~ . 
Sir Ban feelR ~hat though potle:l.l:'lle, ,,t :ls hi.fhl:" :;:•n'•)::.hr1,.1.·• 
tha.t t.heae phenomena ,hioh ccnUnuP. t.o b~ :r~pt.•i·~·•·1. :i>~·~ ~.!x·~~ 
to tirne are r.\ue to ot11er thn\1 nJ;>.tliJ•al CSl''lt-fi (d•)•! ,,_.(.-.\).::·1~ !:~~
ag1nat1on. 'Ihis opinion 1:~ ::<t1•cm.gthe110d by fi:,r,-;: t;;,::: '\: ''" t•ff·· 
1 c1al ob:H•t•vcr 01• person of t'l!'<'og."':l ~ed au·~ho;•::. t:7 :l:! ~~'.!'"'!'?:\ 
h!!.e oboe1•vec:J any or thelia 111•:.~1· piHmomen~. !iC•·rc•l"r, i~Jl.U="'' 
vill c-:>ntinue to ·~:eep r~·~r;oomu•!~lr. art>u und·H' >'!.'"·.'·~·; 1 •·•·•"·~ 

Bur.nese TQllcs opened 1:-1 JP.nual"':{ ':11 tJ1 ·, o!"l:!'hii'!' · .,. · · ·~ • ,; 
0e.111 Telegraph ed.i tot'ic.J.l:r l!rnpho.e1;:1na t.irn1: 1\:o:oi t,.P.n ::i1,;;.1.1.~: 
not be "puehl!!d" in· r~~ponee to delegnt1on'l pror;1•a.m. :,·:;t~:tn,-•,, 
welcoming epeech dacl.nred Br.l t1an to be o!' open mincl, e:•••-· 
pe.thet1o with no dt's1ra to hold 13Ul'lll& '111th1n '1're f:mpfrc· ... 
(I'r1nc1pal demlllld of', delego.tlon fen• 1ndeper.<:hn•.:e in <-nt! ye>~l' 
pt•ominen tlr h1gt:l1aJ': ted f'.nd arpear:•, t:oget1:1<tr \TJ. th pn>pn>!c 1 '; 

'for electlon pruoeduree, to be biggest e tunbling b lr;cf:. 

Relat1one·V1 th Albania provided -ao" tly factual ol'tl ol~il 
V1 th moat ed1 tor1o.ls emphe.s1z1ns Br1 t.t•.1na 1 good pot!! t! on (•!1 d 

CJI IN 3830 (21 Jan 117) 

SF.CRET 

• 
.. 

COPY NO • 
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? January. Near Fredensborg, Denmark. (6:30a.m.) 

Meteor? 

According to our source: 

"In January 1947, a special worker ofBirkerod saw in the sky about Gronholt 
south ofFredensborg, at 6:30 h, an object that was round, bright yellow, gliding at 
low altitude and at a rate of 6-700 km p.h. over the sky from south-east to west. 
Abstract from text: 'The object looked like a comet with the difference, however, 
that it left a trailing rain of sparkles that fell to the ground. The object ~as so close 
that I could see the sparkles fall down in front ofthe outskirts of a wood about 500 
m away." (xx.) 

(xx.) "1947 Reports from Sweden and Scandinavia.'' Compiled and translated 
by Anders Liljegren. Archives for UFO Research (AFU). Footnote by 
Liljegren: (UFO-NYT, January 1960) Liljegren's report is part of Jan L. 
Aldrich's book: Project1947: A Preliminary Report on the 1947 UFO 
Sighting Wave, published by the UFO Research Coalition, 1997. See 
page128. 

Additional footnotes referring to Aldrich's book will be given as: Project 
1947: A Preliminary Report. 

January. England. (Midnight) 

"Ghost Plane X362" makes its first appearance. 

RAF radar picked up a track of something flying at 30,000 feet. It zoomed over the East 
Anglia coast at a speed of 400 miles an hour heading west. The target was logged in as track 
"X362," "X" being the RAF symbol for "unidentified". This incident became quite mysterious 
when the object made repeat appearances of the same nature. (xx.) 

(xx.) Boston, Massachusetts. Boston Globe. 30 April47. 

First week in February. Somewhere in Sweden. (no time) 

"Something like a torpedo." 

A Swedish Air Force officer approached Captain J.B. Pearson, Jr., USN, and provided the 
following information: 

"A Swedish Artillery officer sighted a missile in an optical range finder 
and was able to follow it for about one and a half minutes. It was approxi
mately in level flight at about 8000 meters distant, and was reported as being 
about twelve meters long, shaped something like a torpedo. Due to the angle, 
the officer was unable to determine whether or not there were wings." (xx.) 
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(xx.) From: Tully Shelley, American Embassy, Office of the Naval Attache, London. To: 
Chief ofNaval Intelligence. Subject: Alleged rockets over Sweden. TOP SECRET. 
Date: 8 April47. Copy in author's files. 

February. Verviers, Belgium. 

Saucers over Verviers? 

Some inhabitants ofthe town ofVerviers, near Liege, reported mysterious objects in the sky. 
Reports were said to be greeted initially with thinly-veiled skepticism, but within days hundreds 
of other people also saw the objects. (xx.) More objects were seen in ~arch. 

(xx.) Denver, Colorado. Rocky Mountain News. 7 July 47. 

I7 February. Swedish Colonel Westergard. 

An Intelligence report by U.S. Naval Attache Capt. J.B. Pearson, Jr., dated February I ih, was 
submitted to Washington. It said it part: 

"During the conversation on guided missiles Colonel Westergard who heads 
up the 1't'rrplane Design Section of the Air Ministry made the following statements 
relative to the missiles which have been reported over Sweden from an unknown 
source: 

a.) There have been about I,OOO observations of which about 
40% are reliable. These observations are not necessarily 
of different missiles, as many reports have apparently been 
made on the same missile. They seem to run from a point 
near Peenemunde and the general path is judged to be be
tween Peenemunde and Karelia (near Finland). 

b.) It was stated that the best observation was from an officer 
of an artillery group who sighted a missile in his optical 
range finder and was able to follow it for about I Y2 minutes. 
It was in approximately level flight at about 8,000 meters 
distance and was repo~ed as being about I2 meters long, 
shaped something like a torpedo. Due to the angle the of
ficer was unable to determine whether or not there were 
wings." (xx.) 

(xx.) Intelligence Report. Issued by the Intelligence Division, Office of Chief of 
Naval Operations, Navy Department. Serial# A9-S-47. From: U.S. Naval 
Attache, London, England. Reference: ''None." Source: Swedish - Official. 
Evaluation: "A-I." [Not clear in text] Subject: Sweden - Aviation. Date of 
Report: 17 February 47. Copy in author's files. 

28 February. Mr. Flickinger's "Spook Rocket" report. 



Members of the U.S. Army Air Force's Defensive Air Branch questioned a Mr. Flickinger, 
Vice President in charge of exports for Republic Aviation Corporation, who had just returned 
to the States after a visit to Sweden. Among other things, Mr. Flickinger made a curious, 
brief remark: "Mr. Flickinger stated that he had seen one ofthe Swedish 'Spook Rockets" in 
flight, which resembled the V-1 buzz bomb but was somewhat smaller. The noise from this 
missile was more like that of a rocket than like a V -1 [the V -1 made a fluttering roar some
what like a prop-driven aircraft. An air breather, the V-1 's air intake vents opened and closed 
with a rapid and discernible rhythm]" (xx.) 

(xx.) Headquarters, Army Air Forces, Washington. Memorandum for AC/AS-2 and ONI. 
Subject: Daily Activity Report. CONFIDETIAL. James F. Olive, Jr. Colonel, G.S.C. 
Chief, Air Intelligence Division (AC/AS-2-0.N.I.) Date:28 February 47. Copy in 
author's files. 

March. Verviers, Belgium. 

"Turn, dip, whizz straight?'' 

Strange objects, which were first seen in air over the town ofVerviers in February, were still 
being seen in the month of March. A woman named Terry later told the American press that 
when she left Verviers in March (another place in the same news article says April), the Verviers 
newspaper Le Jour: " ... carried a full account ofthe sightings ofthe saucers. One appeared to 
have fallen in a garden in the suburbs, but police were unable to find anything Jules Verne-ish 
at the site." (xx.) Moreover: " ... the discs-the European variety ofwhich turn and dip as 

(xx.) Denver, Colorado. Rocky Mountain News. 7 July 47. p.5. 

well as whiz straight overhead-were still in evidence, and still unexplained." (xx.) 

(xx.) Ibid. 

14/11? March. V -weapons in the Soviet Far East? 

The Army's Daily Activity Report mentioned: 

"Unconfirmed information obtained by the Assistant Naval Attache in Peiping 
from Chinese intelligence sources indicates the possibilities of recent V -weapon 
activity in the vicinity ofTalaya (in the eastern end of the Transbaikal-Amur Mili-
tary District). SOURCES: CM-IN-211, Assistant Naval Attache, Peiping, 10/19/47, 
no evaluation, and CM-In-2117, 11 March 47- SECRET Eval: C-3 (Major Sykes, 
Ext.6625) COMMENT: This is the first indication that has been received that the Rus
sians may be experimenting with V -weapons in the Soviet Far East as well as other 
parts of the Soviet Union." (xx.) 

(xx.) Headquarters, Army Air Forces, Wa.Shingto.n. Memorandum for AC/AS-2 and 
ONI. Subject: Daily Activity Report. James F. Olive, Jr. Colonel, G.S.C. Chief, 
Air Intelligence Division. Date: 14 March 47. Copy in author's files. 



This Chinese V -weapon Intelligence may explain why the British mission in Tokyo received 
an inquiry from General MacArthur (who at this time was Command-in-Chief of American 
forces in the Far East) about a story making the rounds a strange missile had crashed in England. 
(xx.) The date of MacArthur's inquiry is not given by our source. 

(xx.) Jones, R.V. "APPENDIX V: The Natural 
Philosophy of Flying Saucers." Scientific 
Study of Unidentified Flying Objects. 
Daniel S. Gillmor, ed. E.P. Dutton & Co., 
Inc.: New York, 1969. p.927. 

21 March. "Ghost Rocket" activity makes the 
pages of the New York Times. 
(See clipping) 

8 April. Report on Ghost Rockets by U.S. Naval 
Attache. 

A report to Chief of Naval Intelligence in Washing
ton said in part: 

"Since the issue by the Air Ministry ofthe 
two papers on the alleged rockets over Sweden, 
references (b) and (c) [(b) COMNAVEU Sec. 
NNI-96, 752-S-46 of20 Sept. 1946 and en
closures thereto. (c) ALUSNA Sec. NNI-96, 
A346-S-46 of 6 Dec. 1946 and enclosures 
thereto.], both of which were forwardeq to ONI 
[Office ofNaval Intelligence], no information of 
sufficient significance has been obtained to war
rant even the contemplation of a third paper. 
However, the Air Ministry did receive from the 
Swedish Air Force bits of material which had 
been subjected to high temperatures, and which 
the Swedes thought might possibly have been a 
part of a guided missile. These bits of material 

'Phantom Bomb' Rctarn• 
T D Sit;,,. Outr s,,J,n 

lpttlll t1 Till HIW Ytlllt T1 .. U. 
IITOCKHOLM, 8wttdon. Match 

11-Attntht~r .ot tho 11phantom 
bomb•'' that wer. ••en fr•t~u•nt• 
Jy nv~tr '"""den IAtt tall wu ob· 
••rv•d tnday over lht 1outh•rn 
part nt th• onuntry hy ••veral 
pt~rton•. At tlr~t th .. y thourht It 
an alrpllln•. but looktnr more 
tnt,rtUy th•1 nntlotd that 1moke 
wat r.nmlna from th• tall and 
that lte ahape dltf.-rtd trnm that 
ot a plan•. 
· Th• J1tnJ•nlll• wa• flylnr trom 
1111t to w••t at a annlld,.rablt 
h11l1ht. The wllna .... de•orlbftd 
lt •• a otrar·•haped metallic 
body, approxlmAttly alxty fHt 
lonJl trav•Unr at alow 1p11d and 
mak nt no noltt~, 

Th• "homb" wa1 vl•tble fnr a 
eontld•rabl• Umt and Jmoke wu 
nbltrv•d ton1 atttr the proj•(3UJ• 
diii&J'l'ear,.d. · Judrinr trmn the 
1mnkl, the mt11tft turned at a 
e~trtfltn point Md flew baek eut· 
flard. 

were given thorough tests and sent back to Sweden with the report that they in them
selves did not afford sufficient evidence to show they were part of a guided missile. 
(xx.) 

(xx.) American Embassy, Office of the Naval Attache, London. From: Tully Shelley, U.S. 
Naval Attache, London. To: Chief of Naval Intelligence. Subject: Alleged rockets 
over Sweden. S78-1(5) TOP SECRET. Date: 8 April47. Copy in Author's files. 

Furthermore: 

"The Naval Attache is of the opinion that a rocket or guided missile was 
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seen over Sweden, possibly three or four, but that the remaining numerous reportings 
were only conjecture. 

"In formulating the above opinion on the alleged rockets, the following items, in 
addition to the British reports, were taken into consideration: 

"(a.) Peenemunde was a German V-2 development center and is now part of 
the Russian Zone. 

"(b.) There is evidence that the Russians have been working on the V-2 at 
Peenemunde, aided by German scientists formerly connected with the 
Project. 

"(c.) It is quite likely that the Russians in their experimental and development 
work have fired some ofthe V-2's, as has been done in the United States 
for experimental purposes, and that the Russians with their lack of know
ledge and experience in guided missiles are probably not too accurate 
when it comes to firing same. 

"(d.) An error of 5 - 10 degrees in the azimuth of a rocket or missile frred up 
the Baltic Sea from Peenemunde or the immediate vicinity could easily 
cause the path of the missile to be over Sweden from well inland to the 
shore line. 

"(e.) A team from the British Air Ministry was sent to Sweden to investigate 
the alleged rockets with negative results. The fmal report of the Air 
Ministry, reference (a.) [(a.) ONI Sec. Ltr. 001642P32 of4 Feb. 1947] 
Was based on the fmdings ofthis team." (xx.) 

(xx.) Ibid, p.2. 

9 April. The Central Intelligence Group's report on "Flying Projectiles." (See pages 11-14) 

? April. Vendee, Roche-sur-Yon, France. (daytime) 

"Flying Saucers" may or may not have been seen in Belgium, but we do have at least 3 stories 
from neighboring France. Here is the frrst one(no exact date) from Vendee, Roche-sur-Yon: 

"In April 194 7, I was in Vendee, at Roche-sur-Yon to be more precise, for 
several days whilst on holiday with my mother's family. My uncle and aunt 
were both working, so I found myself alone at their house. 

"As the weather was bright and particularly spring-like, I sat down by a 
pathway which ran down to the garden, armed with a gripping book which was 
The Three Musketeers by Alexandre Dumas. To this day I cannot explain what 
it was that compelled me to raise my head towards the brilliant blue sky. 

"It was then that I observed passing over the roof of the house towards the 
right of our house (from my viewpoint), a metallic globe that seemed to move 
by rotation, and whose sphere was surrounded by a ring. A very small antenna 
was fixed upon its peak. The craft made not a sound." (xx.) 

(xx.) Dominique Weinstein, Perry Petrakis, and Jean Sider. "1947 UFO Cases From 
France." Project 1947: A Preliminary Report. p.161. 
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SUPPLEMENT 

;~,:;· · · ·::~~: . .la reported b)' rordSn broadcute, technical information on rocket-a 
· ' an4 guided Jlliaail.ea act.1rlt.iea 1n Denmark 11 gener&l.l,r negligible. Ihe 

to~willg t.u.ta, howner, do cont&in ·eQllle l.1mited data (JC&inl3 apecul.ative) 
on the speed, diau:naiona and al.tit.ude or rl)'ing object.a reportedl,y obeer-reci 
1n ScandiDarlan eountriea and 1n other J.u.ropeBll countrlea rrOCII the mdcile 
or .1vl3 to October, 1946. In C:O.'VJ:iling the anJ.lable 111At.erial1 t.here!o.re_. 
:not onl,r the D&llisb radio 'but ·other SCl!lldinavian at\d h:uropaa.n eourcea are 
d.tecl. 

•1 .trane• ·abject. ~g through the air waa obaernd at. noon t.oda;r 
(J~ lJ) 'b;r workmen 1n Stockholm. The object was round, and appeuec1 
to be rather a.an. It aent out. a etrong b1uc-.veen light, but no 
aoun4 could be hurd. It ie reported !ram Hudikeval.l thst ra.1l.,q 
-rkera t.hia mornizl& ioaw an obJect a r- 111et.era lol'l8 a.od ?lith 'baclnra.rd
alopiDg d.nge £l11ng towe.rda the north at. a height. or about 150 met.ore. 
The17 heard a :~ound resembling that or an aut.board l:lbt.or." (St.ocl<hola, 
Swediah HaN Service, J~ 13, 194.6_. 4 p.m. EST-LJ FBIB Oa.1l,y Report 
tor J~ lS, 1946) 

•A projectile, £11ing at a height. or from 10 to 20 meter• and at 
great. apeed rrom the aout.heaat to northweat, has been obeerved at. 
a place oort.h o! UppealA, Sweden. ~nen the proJectile exploded• it. 
IIOUDded like three 'bBllge rol.lDwing cloael,y on each other, and the 
=oke which resulted covered an area or 4 or S Jdlo.::etera. • (Ialundborg, 
Du.!ah Home Service, Jul,y 16, 1946_. 5:.30 a.m. J::ST -Ljf'Slli Oail,y Re:port 
tor JulT 17, 1946) 

"'t ia reported lroa Nonta;r that. the so-called 'ghost. rocket.a t now 
appear to h&ve reached the Stn:anger area. According to a nc-roepape:
report, •=• St.av8llger peopla observed an object which gave o!t a 
rell.cw-red light approaching fro111 the eoutheast at a great. heigbt. 
The object. wa.s traveling at. a very high speed, and disappeared ~o.,.aroe 
the nort.hwest.. • (StocJU;olm., Swedieb HoiWt Ser-vice, Jul,r 16_, 1946~ 1:00 
p.111. EST --L; FBIB Da.U;r lloport for Jul,r 17 _. 194.6) 

., ..... 
. . . 

'='*'"··'. "'' ;:=!' 
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"The so-cDll..id 1 &':ost. roc!< at' io~.a a~t.in · bo~.:n :s1~ht.oo;i nc;;.r. Sumisvall 
whore toJa,y (Jul,r 18) three y:orl.co·e er.w a cylinucr--l:hapc.d, at-.in,y 
obj~ct ~vine in· tho •ky at ao a~tituJe of ~JO to )00 ~cL~ra, noise
ln::l,r amt t;!tbout. an,y ·~~~:;okc oxhnust. •. It r:::.s :ovin£,: at fir :st. l.o1;e.r.:s 
thw"wl)st, but. bd'on~ ciiuppeariT~<:, it. had a northta:st.orl.y courae." 
(Stoc:kl.ola., SnW.sb i:oUt .5~<rvictt, July 16, 1546, 1:.30 p.c. • .:.ST -L; 
f'dD.I Dail,7 i,o~rt. !or Jul,y 19, 1946.) 

"it C~Drnin~:: newspaper (~wnttd) flrit.c:s too:t,T t.hc:t the :qstcrious pro
Joctilba t.h6t b:.vo been obsurvcd over Scandinavia cannot be :USAJ.S3::d 
aa shoat plc.ntts. · Thtt .J.ollJlOr 11orit.ea .rurt.t: .. r: 1Fencdns th .. rcsu.lt..o of 
the 1\irt..t.cr invttati1;lltiuna being G.ade ur-:~orrbotl.eD - 1.1" thoro ie 
uvthint: 1e£t. to inv.oatie:.t.e - it. could be· wiah~ t.t•at. the aut..horit.lce 
Nl<o it. kno11111 in a wil.able "rlY t.he.t wo do not. 'ldeh our country. to 
boc:oae a target.. Thoee wt.o ecnd out these projoct.llus a.;:pe.rvnt.l.T ni:sb 
to kno11 how !IU' U.vy can r;o and wo verr 1\incl.,r give t.hie in!or.:.~o.\.ion 
1n· the press, in t.elo:,T::~.;s, ari~ reporto fro:~~ t.a11 o:.1t!erent pl'..ccs. 
Perhape ...-o out)lt. t.o et.o;.• thie in ordo,· not to vncoura.~;c: an,y !urLhe.r 
~tic, If the ~nc.ier-count.rr clid not receive any intor-~t.,c.n fr= us~ 

.perhaJ"S IJley 'I!Ould finl.i it lo<lre ;;.dVIint.ll&eoUe to uirect. the fir• to 
&nether place lese thickly populet.ed, and wt.cre it r.oul.cl be ec.;u.,l..l7 

. :poet1b1e t.o !ol.lc11o th" line of tho !:ro'jectUu. Such _poasibU1t.illl 
over Lho optm sea exi&t. it ships M.::i r.ltlnt:l •ro hr.ndy. lnLern.:!tlonti.l 

· courte:ry should cle:-~ncl..L.-l.i1:t:re .:;ora considerz.t.ion, even it j.t, Kud 
co•t. a little rr.ore in r:ronoy an.i trouble, rrovided or course t.!o~t the 

. 0 1" country o.loe.s not 111-ll:h to ;;iv"' Lho pr.,ctice a.s much publicity ea 
. possible in or.!er to impress "!" cc.unt.ry or ":£" country. i,t Lhc tDOment. 

t.hc publicity is a :OY.·o;ihh interest. ano! the ~.ork is helped 'by fi:-~u.ing 
out. 11het. it is llll about.. To a ccrt.L.in C7.t. .. nt. tilu at.t.ent.!on pr.id to 

-it by the preee is &. euitablo~ introduction tor a. ecvure protest, r.Uic:t. 
c;umot. be le:It out "hun thera aro rcaults !rom ti.o invo.st.in·t.ion. •" 
(St.ockhol.r.:, CVuose~a ~en1.r.e in .:.n;:lhh, ~:ul,y "• 12:40 p.~ • ..:.:.:! -L; 
l"BI!! ,r..il,y •. orort. tor •'ul;r 23 1 1946) 

"Itist.e.raay a visitor fror.. LD~o.:;on saT: e rin& ;.rojoct.Uo, H11 t.olu o:. 
nt:1\sp;.p~or it. look c..,;! llko a V-2 bo;.;.b. Tt.t: visitor • a ::.r. f.;z:r-,.1 :!.on, 
served in .:..n~=cl o.l\:rln,; t.i.e r.r.r an:! s::." V-1 !l.lld V-2 bo<Lba countl.,s:; 
timu. 'i'IH• S~:ecii.sh .L)e!cnse ete.It ie, however, not. a.&.id.ns a stc.t.ea..eot. 
on t.!le =tter for t.he ti.l!le beint;." (stocr.noll!!, S11'ediah Home Service, 
~ut.:ut lJ, 1'146 6:.)0 a.u.. ~"'1'; !'BID :laily ?.eport !or .i.ut,-ust. .1,;, 1946) 

--"Tbe cxpe;·t.s b.a.ve asi:cort.ainocl •itb cvrtainty that the 11 eentL:oeter
lant; object. or unknOVJI origin r.hich "u• round uoce not. com• from ruJ;f 
stnt.osph.,ra projectile. The sr:o~• &pfllce to certain piace:s or coppor 
found, Tuesv heave probably ·b-...n l,ying on tho &round tor a l.ons t.i.JLe,., · 
nothing has eo tar been rev .. alcd !rom 11hich one can decide I'd. th c .. rt.aint.y 
whether t);e llsht phenomena and ao rort.h which b&ve bean obao~rvcd cotae 
trc:., .stratosphere projcct.1lue ••• n(st.ockholm, Swttdish lioOu Service, 
A~at 14, 1946, 4:00 p.m. J..ST; Fall! Oil.lly lterort tar J.ucust 15, 191.6) 

• ."."A tlyif18 obje;ct aorr.enhat different fr0111 tho:se ob~erved. prerlo~:sl,y • 
lflil aeom t.hia a.ornin:; b7 four pttople J.orllinp. in a wood,ya.rd ncar ono or 
the l.arce lakes in cent.r6l. ;!orrland. It. rue.-:lllod a sc.ell. airplane, .. 
and !lc~ at. an a1t1t.ud~ or ~bout 200 meters, r.~ins a hissin~ nal~e. 
It tl.'ld a short. bod,r .. a tail. and t.no Sl"..all -..in_!\s. 'rhe object. d":sccndocl 
at colossal. speed ~<nd craahttd into tl}e bl<e.• (St.ockloolm, Swec.ish Ho:ne 
Service, ,·,u~st 14, 19L.6, 1:00 p.m. i.ST; .miD t:dl,y P.eport for i.u.;ust 15, 
194.6) 
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; ~··~. < :.~·~ . .-·--~:};·_:~;.~.-;-.·;.:;::··\:;~.:~~:,:)~~~~:~~;~~~~;~;r:;.~:~: ... ;~: i ~· 
.. · fimii.r-;f:;~;rlih'' 7 : .. ; :"l·:~:-· ... ,~·~~~BJ -~ .. ·~-.:.-
: . . . .. -3- : ...... ·.~~~· :.~~· ... <:;:.~~\\~;.~:~:.~,;~::.~:;\< .. < 

•In liZ\ ec1.1t.orial about the at.rat.o:spberic bOmba .hl~b hs~~e·:~~~~tl.i b~~~·~ · ·. 
lie=\ OTI:l' SYoeden1 Slt.VJ:S)(A OAG!)I.J.!);:.'l' seya that. 1t. h the t:eneral ~·• . __ ... 
uoUIUpt1on that the7 have a nn ld.nd or radio-diroct.ec1 Keapon. It. h 
auggeat.od that. the i!Uadane have !ound incOIUplote C<:n::.an 1WU.pona about .. , ~ ··-

. which LhM"e 11811 eo 1111.1ch talk in the laet phaoae o! tho wa.r, e.nCi that · ... , •. ' 
they a.re trying t.Q perfect. these 'lf'Mpone b7 e.xperLr.enti.ng w1 t.b tha~~ ' · ~. · ·.~.- · 
over Sl!edi6h t.arrlt.oJ7. SKAANSKA D.AGDU.DE.T c:ontlnueu •Sut. a ac1enlht. · 
who hae oeii'D one h of the opinion that. thor are tut.eora. Undoubtedl.T 
it 1dll be ostabllehed short.l,y which h correct., Tba Sllod.iah authorl-
t1ea are lllAldng e-rer,- e!fort to clear up tba. J!lllt.t.e.r, • The ~or ia .•. 
o! the opi.n1.on that the theory or axperi.ment.ing with 71eapona 1a tho 
correct one. ~ ot tho eo-call.ed et.rat.oepheric roc:l<et.a nero oboerved 
earl,y thia mon11J:Ig over (store'b;r) near 1\oege. They c:.a.c.o !rom the aoulh 
an4 reaembled c:igara with tl&iu~a ••• On• or the roc:l<elll~·. ,at an nlt!t.~.:do 
&t about. one ld.l.otnet.er and it. 'IUla po:saible to !ollo• ita cour .. · nort.b-
'JJard, The rocket.s were seen b7 several people. • (P:alu.ndberg, DIIZiieh 
Hoce SCTVice, Auguat 1.6, 1946, 11:40 a.m. l!Sr; FBIB Da.1.l.;r Be port tor .. · 

· .luguat. 19, l.946) · · · · · · .: · ·~- ·,,,_ ... • 

IIJ.!I!l'IT ~ple aa;r t.h&t. they aaw at.rat.Qapherlc rocket.a over Oerennc1 laat 
night. Two oblong, glowing object. movint: !rom aoutb to norlb with 
IIC'IOke coming out o! their t.aila were lieen at (Snekkeeten) .• (lalunc1barg, 
Danie~ol:le Service, August lS, 1946, SaJO a.ir.. EST; FBm Da.il.;r Re;:iort 
!or August. 19, 1946.) · .· ~ -. ·: · · . • ·.-

"Thia l!C>rning a rtrat.o:spheric projectile was observed over a town 1n 
eout.hern Snedem •hich exploded with a loud bang 'fthez~ it. cat. a hall.st.orm. 
J.!t.enoa.rd a etrong mnel.l or gunpo'Mier waa noticed. The e:xplooion u.s 
eo et.ront: that the houses ahook. It. "as about 500 met.era hieh· . Atta:r 
the axplosion what appeared to be a mist collected, a.nc1 it. 71U aUll to 
be ob:served a.ft.er the hu.lstorJn had passed. J.cc:ording to meteorol.ot;1.c.U. 
experts, r.ho 711:1'8 approachod by the Air i)e!omse ::J1v1eica or tr.e Ger.e:-a.l 
starr, a very probable ~lanat.ion i:s that. 1t. •aa a tornado 1n c:onn~ction 
with a nry strong fl.aah of lightning. The 'object which "llll believed 
to be aee:n might have 'I: eon a eo~alJ.ed • coil of cloud • !roc th11 t.orcado. • 
(Stockholm, Sned.bh Uomc Service, AUGUB'l 16, 1946, 1:00 poJro. LSI'; FBIB 
Da1J.,y Report !or August. 19, 1946.) · ' 

•A report !rom Goet.eborg aa;r that a lll)'llt.erious bright. llgflt and rloleot. 
cxploaion tho\l&ht. to have' come !roJn a eo-called stratoapher1c proJectile, 
cauo4 IIOQS anxlet7 at. ho !anr.a in Central. S•e<len late on FTiaiiJ' eYunizl8 
(AU&• 16). The expl.oliion occurred so near the buildings that it. was at. 
t'i.rat. !eared that a ba.rn bad caught tire. The e.xpl.oeion ...-aa hoard round 
about. the !r.rms snci at. aoms pl.acea a bright. light. reoembllng a .11uot.oor 7111..11 
eatlll ehort.l.:r be!ore the b1ut.. Some cibee.rvera aa;r that they are conrlnccd 
that the etrat.oapheric projectile was an ordinary ~r.et.eor.• (Stoc:khol.::l1 

~ediah HO!Ue Service, AU!!Ilst lB_ 1946~ 6r40 a.m. EST; FBIB 0&11.1 Re.i)C!rt _ 
ror A~t 19, 1946.) 

."Before the big autu.::n manwvo:ra or t.he ~sdhh Ur flr'C., the Air Arm bas 
ginn eame big axh1bit1ona at Ia.rleborg. The lrA1n obJectin ne t.o gi.V'II 
tbe l94S .De!cmoe Iaveat.igat.1on Caanit.t.ea an idea or haw the Air .l.rm 1>0rke-
Cl4 what resourcea it hae. A~ the e!I.Qe Una, the Chie! ot the Air Ari:J., · 
Genr:Tal llordeceld.oeld, took the opport.unit;y o! inepect.ing hia forces. A 
new napon h.a4 ita pre;uiaror a rocket. projectile .tdch is _9hort.l.;r to btl 
put into production• at Oofora. The guc:st.a ~~are vo:r;r c:1:c1i i.:;Jrasaed 'b;r 
what. t.h~..ea..,." (Stockholm, SWcdleh Hoce St~rvice; August. 2J.1 l94h, 6rJO &.lll. 

ESTJ I"BIB Dai.l.)- Report for Aueu-st 22-; 1946.) 

. :"'· ... . .: . 

... .. ....... .•. ·'.' . 
. :: .... . : .. · . 

.. . -. -. . . 
r ,;,1: :"~ 'J-•'"·'. •''• ~,. .~ . 

....... . ~ .... :~; ·":'--.. .. ....:.~: ...... ·. . , 
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-rha mlf 1'IU£S 1n ita newa eoct.ion against 1 U1s1nfoi"QAt.!..on and Cal.u:::r1.Y• 
a:poaea the ant.i-Sorlst CACipalgn 1Aunche4 1D Slle<lm 1n c:onn~>et.lon wit.h 
t.be tabrlcat.ion about tho !light of JIG'at.erioua roc:ket:s 1 tho provocatl TO 

TQillOra abollt. the arrest. or Ger=m children 1n Soviet-oc:CUf1led eer:..any, .• • 
(J.Iosco•, Soviet. European Sarvice, 1n l:.ngll11h to t.he t:nltcd. ~doa., 
Se,i't.ember 4~ 19~, 11100 a.m. £ST; fl!IB Oa.il.y Repo":t. !or .scpt.ecl>er 5, 194~) 

•During the past. 2 d.a,ya eeveral aircraft, ot unkno'lll\ nationality have been 
seen over Bornholm.. During the DSJna time gho:st rocketa bl;.va been 
observed over the western er~ or Ocnt~~D.rk.• (Oelo, Norwegian Homo 
Service, Sept.ea.be.: ll, 1946) 

•.&ccordi~ to press diepat.ches !rom Pat.ras, two rockets e=in~ !rom the 
nort.b were aeen croesint tha aJdee ovar the city on the nieht a! Saturda,y 
to Sund.q' (September 14 - 15). (Athena, 1D French tor "l"rieioca ot Creeco 
.Abi-oa4•, SeptetDbor 16, 1946, ')z.30 p.m. ESTJ PBIB Ii~ Report tor 
Sapt.er~er 17, 19~) 

"Tetuan - The CIP'iU agency announced that durine the niehta of last 
!.edDe:sday 1 Thuradq and frida,y 1 1 redclisb-grecn ba.l.l.:s or fire 1 ·passed over 
Tane;:l.era anc!1 l.inldng _them with e1mil.ar fire ba.l.l.e which recently •ere 
rDparted over Sweden end France, the a&enc)' suggested iD careful t.e.r.111.11 
t.hat they could be £lying botube, • (F-arie, J.FF, iD French J:.o::-se to 
Latin Amt:rica and Canada, Sept. .. mber 1.61 19461 11:3.5 a.m. £STJ fBIB Oa.1.l.y 
ReJQrt fgr Sept.~ lB, 1946.) .· 

•Orledo - .I ball of 1Uilli.noua ueii.D ll.ght wa.e eeen to erose the .:q 
1D tba earl,r morning by' a nw .. ber of people. The ball he.d e.n an>ea.ranca 
ot llbat. the pre6S described a.s "hat a fiyi.''IC boa.b looks like. • ( Vall.adolld, 
Spani:sh Ho:na Service, Sept.e:nber 19, 1946, 7:.30 a.m. J:Sr; FBI!' Da1.l,y 
Report tor September 20, 1946.) ' 

~· 
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? April. Col De Serre, near Falgoux (Cantal), France. (8:15a.m.) 

The second French case in April: 

"M. Maxime Orliange, in a car, observed an object which appeared like a 
lens-shaped disc with a cupola above him, flying on an ascending sloping path. 
A blue light emanated from the place where the cupolajoined the disc. The 
disc seemed to be 30 meters in diameter, and when it was about 400 meters 
away it disappeared on a near vertical path. (Guy Quincy Catalog, INTCAT 
#7; J. & J. Vallee, Challenge to Science: The UFO Enigmq, p.119; LDLN #249, 
p.33)." (xx.) 

(xx.) Ibid. 

? April. Rothois (Oise), France. (night) 

The third French case in April: 

"Two young girls were followed on their way home by two luminous white 
spherical objects which moved near the ground. The night was clear. (LDLN 
#326, p.26)." (xx.) 

(xx.) Ibid. 

Spring (no exact date). Copenhagen, Denmark. (5:00a.m.) 

Missile or meteor? 

A sighting by a Mrs. Ase Wiede ofHagersten (Stockholm) which was reported in 1991: 

"I was alone when I saw this. I am deaf since 1949 [but this occurred in 
1947]. Was waiting for the tram to work,-at about 05.00 in the morning, when 
I heard a strange sound and looked up. From the Finland-Russia area [thus 
from the east] came a strange thing- having the shape of a cigar, strongly 
luminous with red, blue and neon colours -at an incredible speed. I told this 
story at work. In the afternoon there was an article in Extrabladet [Danish 
newspaper] that people in the early morning hours, including tram personnel, 
had seen it. It was dispatched as fantasies! (Aftonbladet, Stockholm, Swede, 
15 December 91)." (xx.). 

Anders Liljegren. "1947 Reports from Sweden and Scandinavia." Project 1947: 
A Preliminary Report. p.130. 

15 April. U.S. Naval Attache report. 

"Allowed to die a quiet death." ''Unexplained press sensation." (See document on page 16) 
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DFFtr.~ Qf CHIEF' Df'"iMAVAL '·4JPERATID~ lir"' 

HAW DEPARTMENT ..,, CJ 

JNl'.EtLISSNCE BEPORT 
rn.tonco "~-' ~ ~ s.ld ~ ..... _, ).. 'l 7. y. 

. d 
at Stoakholm, 317eden Data lS lFU , 19£L 

• ' .4' • " B I D 0"'" 
From U. s. Navul Attach~! 

(Sl\m,lt.'Of, 1mn, dirllfct,af!lco,rlriVon,OtPinon) 

c:~;- .;h;l~' •••• ...,,. 
'Monoaraph lndax Guide No. -~80:::1.~·~360;;.~~.,.,.---

..,a~ .. -·· '-" far COC:t nell IIUo. Soo 0. It L r .... O.ldo, 

Reference See belcm 

Refos 

Enola 

Al'Wina stoolcholJII1i final opinion regardina the alleged 
roolceta O'V01" Snden in 1946 ia that tha v1daaprea4 
pn~ao reports lAst IIUinmor wore not bas~ on avllilable 
factual ev1d~:noe, that it is VU7 doubt1'ul it rut:! of 
the reported raioaUoa landod in Sneden, end that whilo 
a few stra, guided Aiasilea ~ h4va paaaod avar SWGdon, 
the Snedes have ao yot brQURht forth no tangible evidence, 
and still 1n3iet otficiallr that there 1o nona. 

(a) <JU Secrot Ltr (SO)AS-2/EF66 Op-321'411, Ser 0016421'32 1 

datod 4 Feb 1947. 
(b) MA StkP.I Secret Report flo. RlM-47, dated 14 liar 1947. 

(h) Copy or reto~nce (b). 

1. Reference (a) requested that this offica fornard ita final opinion 
rnr~ardlJl€ the iller,ed roclcots ovor Sueden. 

2. To date no evidonce is availablo to this oti'1ce that DJ1,f rool:ets or pro• 
jectlles launched br a f.ore!«n powar havu passed ov_.r or landod on 
Scandinavian territ0%'7, 11lthough bo\h the Snediuh ttnd tho British 1ntell~nce 
oPrVices had st&ted that tiK17 would noti£'7 this office !1" rut:! oonorata 
evidence nas obtained. (OeraaaD V•2 1s landed 1n Sweden 1n l94S). 

3. It is t.ha opinion of th1a. oftiea that no foroign•la'IDIOhed guidacl llioailae 
lnvo landed iD Swed~ since the end of the war, and that the S110das bave no 
tangible evidence or avon photographs to prove that such miaailea h2~ passed 
OVtJr S1'7edish torr1tor:r. 'l'hie alcapticism is ahnred by f.\IA Stoclcholm 1s office 
(roi'crenee (b), onolosocl}. · .. -.,;: ·-i7· · ··.-:- · <·.'··· ·.· '.':'.:. .. ~ 

4. '7hlle it is pooaiblo that a few captured Carman V-2 1s or .:~thcr Russian• 
launched IJU!dod miasi!os liiAir have ·gone utrq EIJI[l lAnded iD Baltic tratora, :l.t 

4 ·--r-:-
11. A •. s·~oo!d1olr.l Roport N<J. ?.2.-.'l-,+7 • . :. :. 15 AprU 1947 ------------.---- -- -.~------ :~-~t:J~---- _.- -.---
!o not bcHovod that l1Jl1 M.ve l.l.lf1!19d ~h ,~I':O':len. Ro'tis"#·, "it ill quite 't*!ssiblo 
that o fen guidod misoilGa ~. hJ.iVd JldsoOtJ ovor St:lkliSh tc!rritotT .• : . •·• .. 

... ,· I ""\o • "'" i • • 

5. '!'he subject has in·the pa. .. t r.,'!,. t:'Ont'llu· been allo-aod to die a quiet doath, 
and S11edieh offic~.a.ls profor t'l ~ia1!11.os it as an U1\(IXJ!laiflod preoa sonBiltion. 

. ) 
( j) I I It·· 
I ' I ri 

/1 () 'j; 

~ .~ I i( 'i/ 

-l ' , ·. 

,., 
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Mid? April. Richmond, Virginia. (probably about 10:30 a.m.) 

"Richmond 1947 Weather Bureau sighting." (See letters by Dr. James McDonald, Joseph 
Harden, and Walter Mincz pages 18-21) 

30 April. News of the "Ghost Plane" reaches the Public. 

i . .t.4id~i9.~f i~h~st~.' c~~ls~l 
1··overhe.ad: at 400 ·MP.H.-

Piarle, Tra.cked. By Radar, Swee~s 
Over British Coast, Disappeari · .... · · 

llr A11oelat.ed Pnoo l'f 'f?· have been unsuccessful. 

I. 
0 

LONDON, April 30.-Recurrlng "Radar hu plotted some strange 
reports of a midnight . "ghost things In Ita time, from chlldren's 
plane" awooping out ot.. the East kites and raindropa to formations 
at tremendoua apeed gave the Brit• of reeae, but tt surely never plot• 
l1h pre11 a aenaatlonal aviation ted a stranger thing than this," 
myatery today but the Royal Air aald the Yorkahlre Poat, addlnr: 
Force, whlle admlttlnc the whole "Is It a diamond or drug amur
thlng waa "a lightly my1t1rloua," gler r Ia It conveying. a •ecret' 
ref11111d to l'et excited, Rl'ent from one foreign power to' 

lllYttWII IIIIU llll'llllllll 1111., the ann I hlrT" 
myMlC!ry l!raft, tlut plolle•t by All lht Air Mlnlalry wnuld lAY 
radar early In January, zooms for aure Ia Ulat the plane was 
over the East Anglla coast-aa tr"vellng at 30,000 feet when radar 
tho It came from the continent- spotted it In January. "Our night 
and disappears inland et a speed fighter~ always try to intercept · 
of •on mila. ·•n hour or mnro. unknown craft," a apokeaman 

Whal Ia even odder Ia tlu&l the ad1lcd. 
plane haa never been Aeen making This particular unknown craft la 
lhe relurn journey from England down In the oCflclal recorda aa 
to the continent. RAF nlcbt fight· X362, "X" belnc the RAil' aymboll 
er1 have tried regularly to Inter• for a plane that bun't been Idea· 
cept the ''choat pl&lle" but so tar tltled. . 

... __ ... ..-J-.-

1. PL..4NE_R_E-PO__.;R.;.;;T.;....S.;..· D_;ENlED l 
A f!A!r lnveet.ll'atm. report.s t.h&t an · : 

unldentllltd airc:-aft has been fty1~ 
at night over East Anglian aea areas. 
the Alr Min~ry Ill tailor no further 
aotlon 1n t.he matter. "We bave 
round no ev.ldonee t.o support the 
repo1•r.' at all." an otftolal of the 
Mlm~<Lry atat.fld )·~rday. Investl
gn.Llona rol~wt~d report.a ·by radar 
operatora or eom.e uou.u&l plota on 
UleLr weena. 2.• S" • ,_-, ,I 

b/IJt,f T'_.&.CV.Citfillf I ·~·.,,..: 
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Mr. Ted R. Bloecher 
317 East 83rd Street 
New York, New York 10028 

Dear Ted: 
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I I I ""'t I ' ' "' . ' .. , 

I '11 \'lri te a separate letter here on tne Richmond 194 7 Weather 
Bureau sighting so that both of us can more conveniently file it. 

The fellow's name \'las Walter A Uinczewski. He has since abbreviated 
his name to Mincz. !lin present address is 301 Nortn Confederate 
Avenue, Sandston, Va., 23150. Home pllOJle, Area Coue 703, 737-6584. 

I phoned the Richmond \'leather Burl:lau today to see what had happened 
t9 my query and was informec that t\JO lettera had been mailed a few 
days ago and \'lould reach me via an intermeci.iate office. 'l'hey are 
letters from !1incz and from his present supervisor, a ltr. Harden. 
I had both letters read to me over the phone, and then obtained 
Hincz's telephone nu.rn!Jer and called nim this afternoon. 

The general details were auout as originally reported by Keyhoe. 
It was a morning pilot-lJalloon run (probably about 10:30 a.m.). He 
believes that the theodolite was pointed to the north northeast at 
an elevation angle of about 45°. t~hile tracking the balloon the 
disc-like object entered the field of his theodolite from right to 
left moving toward the nortm1est. He stopped tracking tlle balloon 
and manipulated the knobs to track the unknO\'In, but had difficulty 
following it because of high angular velocity. He thinks he followed 
it for something like five to seven seconds uefore giving up. Then 
he momentarily looked llp: . .-with naked eye but \V'as unable to see it. I 
queried him on the apparent angular size and he said that if you 
represented the field of view of the instrument as a three inch circle 
the object would have covered about 3/4 of an inch. He did not know 
the angular field of the theodolite, and'ny references at hanu don't 
give ~t, but I would guess it would be the order of 30 minutes so 
that would make tbe object out to be something like 7 or 8 minutes of 
arc. That is rougn, however. 



Mr. Ted R. Bloech~r 
October 19, 1967 
Page 2 
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It had a metallic appearanse, but not extremely shiny. As it was 
vie\-red in the theodolite it appeared to be domed on the top, but 
~1eodolites invert images, so it may be that he was only looking 
at the bulging bottom of an ovoid object of some sort. The edges 
of it were not sharply outlined even though he had the instrument 
focused for infinity to follow the balloon. The balloon outline 
he said was distinctly sharper than the object.· He thinks it was 
a 20-power theodolite, but is not sure of that. 

Ue emphasized that there was at that time no talk of flying saucers 
and though he discussed his observation with some of'the fellows 
at the Weather Bureau neither he nor the meteorologist-in-charge 
felt it was important enough to make a log-entry. It was not 
regarded as being of meteorological significance. Some months 
later when the talk of flying saucers carne up he recalled ~1e 
incident and mentioned it to a few people but made nothing of it. 
He was quite emphatic, and s.o is Harden in the letter of transmittal 
that is coming, in saying that he did not report it to any Air 
Force or any other official channels a~ nearly as he can recall. 
Hence, he is puzzlecl that a report of it is in the Air Force files. 
He did recall a friend showing him a paperback a half dozen years 
later in which an account was given which sounded to hirn as if it 
was written about himself. This is doubtless Keyhoe 1 s FSAR. 

I am curious no\'1 us to the form of the report that you saw at Project 
Bluebook. Do you recall whether it was put down in the form of a 
formal investigation? Do you recall how it carne a.bout:that the 
spelling was incorrect with an "o" instead of a "c" in his original 
name? .i.ie ~1ought it was barely possible that his uoss at that time, 
a Mr. lvright, might have casually mentioned it to some reporter or 
to someone who calleclJ but he i1imself was never formally queried as 
far as he can recall. · 

I have asked him if he had ever seen anything like it before or since 
and he said that he had not, nor have there been any other observations 
by Richmond Weather Bureau p~rsonnel comparable to that one. 

There was nothing indefinite about Hinc~'s description -::>f the sighting; 
it was apparently a very real observation of an essentially Wlexplainable 
phenomenon. 

The probability of a UFO passing through the field of a balloon
theodolite is obviously very low, yet this is the second such case 
of which I have knowledge. The other occurred at Yuma, Arizona on 
February 4, 1953 at 1:50 p.m. I have obtained confirmation from the 
Yuma Weather auxeau office. In that instance two white objects entered 
the field and were tracked for a number of ~nutes. Puzzling. 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

WEATHER BUREAU 

Richmond's Byrd Field 
Sandston, Va. 23150 

Mr. James E. McDonald 
Senior Physicist 
Univ.ersity of Arizona 
Institute of atmospheric Physics 
Tucson, Arizona 85721 

Oct. 12, 1967 
IN REP'L.Y REP"ER TO: 

~ [o(nlt.7 
(Through: Director, ESSA Weather Bureau Eastern Region Headquarters) 

Dear Sir: 

In reference to your letter of September 19, 1967 we regret to inform yo~ 
that our information concerning the incident referred to as in April, 1947 
is very meager. 

There is no entry in our logs or records referring to this incident. This 
occurrence was considerably prior to my own assignment to ~his office, and 
it can be assumed that no official record was made because the incident 
had no meteorological significance. However, Mr. Mincz, to whom this 
sighting~ attributed, is still employed at this office and his brief 
account, as his memory serves him after these many years, is attached for 
your information. 

MR. Mincz has never attached any particular significance to this incident 
since none of us is capable of positively identifying everything we see. 
I believe it can be safely assumed that this was not of a meteorological 
nature nor an ordinary or common astronomical event. It also comes as a 
surprise to Mr. Mincz that this incident is contained in official Air Force 
files since he is positive that he has never previously discussed this with 
anyone outside our official staff, so that the information you previously 
had or attributed to him from any other source would necessarily have been 
indirect information and not from him personally. 

It is regretted that we could not provide you with any more factual infor
mation. 

Yours very truly, 

j ~~ /. I : rff.i z: f'iAdv, . ,(,'- I 
Joseph • a den 

Met~orologist in Charge 

JTH/rc 
CC: WBERH, New York 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 'SERVICES AOM INISTRATION 

WEATHER BUREAU 

Richmondls Byrd Field 
Sandston, Va .• 23150 

Oct. 10, 1967 

Mr. James E. McDonald, Senior Physicist 
The University of Arizona 
Tucson, Arizona 85721 

t/l'd,f4~ft7 

Dear Sir: 

Thru MIC, Richmond, Va., l~ r" 
Regional Director, astern Region 
585 Stewart Avenue 
Garden City, New Yo.rk 

• 
IN REI"LY REP'ER TO: 

Headquarters, 

The following is a report in connect.ion with sighting an object while 
taking a pilot balloon run in 1947. 

My name is Walter Alexander Mincz (name changed from Minczewski). 
My address is 301 North Confederate Ave., Sandston, Virginia. I am 
employed as a Meteorological Technician by the u. S. Weather Bureau 
at Byrd Field, Sandston, Virginia. 

As this happened 20 years ago I cannot add much to the information 
contained in your letter of September 19, 1967. As nearly as I 
remember these are the circumstances under which I saw the flying 
object: 

I do not know the date. You gave the month as April. I am not even 
sure if this is correct as no entry was made on the weather forms. 
I do recall, however, that the incident occurred on a clear, bright 
morning. I had been tracking a balloon for a few minutes when· I 
noticed a silver disc appear in the scope. The bottom was flat and 
the top was slightly dome-shaped. The scope was pointing in about 
a NNE direction at about ~ 45° angle. 1 tracked the object for about 
S seconds as it crossed the scope proceeding on approximately a 
northwesterly course •. 1 could not se~ it with the naked eye. 

While I made no formal report on this object I did mention it to 
fellow workers. If I recall correctly I had not heard anything 
about "flying saucers" or UFO I s,·.at this time and recounted the 
experience merely as a curious happening. 

P.S. 
Note: The actual theodolite image 

is inverted in relation to 
the apparent image described 
above. 

Very truly yours, 

~G.~ 
Walter A. Mincz 
Meteorological Technician 
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29 April. Tucson, Arizona. (about 1:20 p.m.) 

The following information was given Dr. James McDonald via a phone call on August 3, 1947, 
from a Mrs. E.G. Rawlins. She was 52 at the time of the incident. The other witness in the case 
was a Mrs. William Down. Dr. McDonald detailed Mrs. Rawlins' claims in a letter to Ted 
Bloecher. (See below and on pages 23-24) 

Mr. Ted R. Bloecher 
August 3, 1967 
Page 'lWo 

~ and Number of Objects Seen: Nine small disc- or 
poSSibly saucer-shaped oEJeets and one large object 
of similar shape. All were dull white, non-metallic, 
not highly reflective. 

Estimated Size of Objects: The nine small objects were 
estimatealby Mrs. Rawlins at perhaps 100 ft. in 
diameter. The larger object of the same geometric 
form was estimated to be three to four times as large. 
On querying her, I found no strong basis for those 
size estimates, except that she repeated several 
times that she felt she was a better than average 
judge of distances. I'm not inclined to take that 
opinion as entirely firm, though the total account 
suggested that her size estimates might not be off 
by more than a factor of perhaps t\-1o or three. 

Description of Sigh tinS: !-irs. R. and Mrs. D. had been 
sun-bathing in the ack yard of the Rawlins horne. 
l1rs. R. had stepped inside to prepare the midday 
meal, when she heard Mrs. D. call excitedly to her 
to come quickly to the back yard. on repeated urging, 
Mrs. R. went out and was told by Mrs. D. (who was still 
lying on her back looking up at the sky) to lie down, 
shield her eyes, and look up at the sky. Mrs. R. did 
so and immediately saw what had attracted Mrs. D.'s 
attention. Somewhat north and east of their zenith 
(perhaps 10° or 20° at most, I gathered), Mrs. R. 
spotted an isolated cloud of somewhat unusual nature. 
She described it as very fleecy and yet rather steamy. 
On this point, she was not particularly articulate, 
but she kept repeating that it seemed to be a rather 
odd cloud and was emphatic on the point that it was 
much lower than clouds usually were at that time of 
year. On discussing this with her at some length, I 
gathered that she was probably referring to an alti
tude ~f perhaps 10,000 ft. (clouds here at that dry 
time of year do not ordinarily have bases much below 
12,000 to 14,000 ft.) She stressed that this was the 
only cl~ud to be seen anywhere in the sky, which 
further indicates its possibly unusual nature. Moving 
around "in Yo-yo fashion" were a number of small disc
like objects with dull white finish. At times there 
would be two or three, at times more than that. They 
were moving up and down and occasionally sideways and 
would intermittently disappear into or behind 
(i.e., above) the cloud. They were round in plan 



Mr. Ted R. Bloecher 
August 3, 1967 
Page Three 
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form, but they were not spherical, she said. She 
indicated that they felt there might be a slight 
bulge on the under-surface, somewhat like looking 
at the bottom of a shallow bowl or saucer. They 
never tipped or flipped, and since they we·re 

. rather near the zenith, they only looked like 
circular discs to the witnesses. 

She estimates that they watched the objects 
"playing around the cloud" for perhaps five to 
seven minutes. The cloud, she indicated, was 
somewhat oblong and was perhaps twenty times 
longer than the diameter of the objects and ten 
times wider than the objects. After awhile, all 
of the objects seemed to disappear above the 
cloud, hidden from sight. Then suddenly the 
large object (several times larger than the small 
objects) emerged from the cloud or from above it 
and moved out east\'lard a bit. Then behind it,...-:~ 
came a formation of four of the little olOQQa~n 
row abreast, followed by three abreast, and then 
two abreast, making a total of nine small discs 
following in an over-all V-formation (point to 
the rear) behind the large object. Mrs. R. said 
that they quite de,finitely noticed that the forma
tion of three seemed to be delayed just a bit in 
getting into position, but then, when all were in 
position, the entire array began climbing at 
tremendous acceleration toward the northeast and 
disappeared from sight in what she thought was 
about two or three seconds, definitely not more 
than four seconds. The objects remained with 
their planes horizontal as they climbed out at 
high speed. 

Additional Comments on the Sighting: I asked her if 
she was aware of any other witnesses in Tucson at 
the time. She was not. She had not reported them 
to anyone, nor did she even discuss the unusual 
sighting.wi~l anyone other than Mrs. D. while in 
Tucson. She stated that both of them were quite 
sure, at the time, that these were "ours"; that is, 
she felt quite sure that they must have been made 
by the American Air Force and the public had just 
not been told about this new type of aircraft yet. 
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Mr. Ted R. Bloecher 
August 3, 1967 
Page Four 

A few days after this sighting, she went on 
a ten-day visi·t to California, and then, on return
ing, went with Mrs. D. to Iowa, which was her 
original horne. They went there to rejoin their 
husbands at a northern Iowa lake resort, Ok,boji. 
They told their husbands about the sighting, but 
apparently didn't discuss it further until the 
late June news about the Arnold sightings and 
subsequent events. She recalled rather clearly 
when the four of them were playing cards one day 
in midsummer when a news broadcast from Des Moines 
described the sightings of many discs and saucers. 
The announcer (a man named Gross at station WHO, 
now an Iowa Congressman, she said) made the asser
tion that anybody who saw those things was either 
drunk or crazy. Their husbands immediately accused 
them jokingly of having been drinking, and they 
took this rather testily because they were so sure 
of what they had seen. 

I talked with Mrs. Rawlins this evening for 
about thirty minutes, and regard her recollections 
of the sighting as fairly reliable because she 
emphasized how vivid the entire sighting still 
remained in her mind. Unfortunately, there is no 
possibility of phecking with Mrs. D. because she 
is extremely ill with multiple sclerosis. Neither 
of their husbands are alive today. Mrs. R. has 
remarried and returned to Tucson, where she now 
makes her horne. Her address, at present, is 
1837 West Ina Road. Her telephone number here is 
297-3647. She is still quite articulate at 72 and 
gave a rather clear description of most of the 
sighting. Her estimates of altitudes and sizes 
were not too good, but, as we know, that's quite 
typical, unfortunately. She made the understand
able mistake of identifying her nine objects with 
Arnold's nine, and when I indicated to her that 
the shape described by Arnold was not perfectly 
circula;, she seemed rather surprised. She has 
never reported this sighting through any official 
channels nor apparently to anyone concerned with 
UFOs. It was only her slight misinterpretation of 
the Time article as a confirmation of her sighting 
that even led her to call me up at the University 
today. 



May Mechanix Illustrated's cover story. 

The Navy's Flapjack mystery plane was given good coverage by Mechanix Illustrated. In the 
article about the aircraft was this sentence: "Don't be amazed when one of these days you hear a 
whistling sound from the sky and see a blurred, circular object sailing across the heavens at a 
speed never before attained by man., 

xxxxx 
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5 May. Near Bozeman, Montana. (afternoon) 

Airplane, ball lightning, meteor, or what? (See clipping below) 

THE BOZEMAN· COURIER. BOZE:MAN. MONTANA fte, 1: ('i '(1 

~hooting Star. ·Roars To .. ot Mt. Daldy mount&aln, 
A report or the apeclacle rench· 

ed Bo:tem11n on horseback and via . 
lulephnnl.' l'honal II~ r~anuhul In j 
lhe· Smith homo nel~IJorhoud 1 

have thla week been ou~ or order lrinal .l~est Oit Mt. Baldy 
As .Two Residents Watch· 

as men worked at repair. Norman ·-· · · 
Taylor; e youth who lives at Mn. 
Smith's home, eoea each day to \ 

-...,...,.....,::-::=========-• . • · Uto J.D. Maal runch turU•or down · 
-~, Slnllng and searln& thrOUilh ~e the canyon where he, Ia employed. i 

: sky for 30 minutes a celestial phe- Norman conveyed a very careful .. 
----------- • • nomenon, meteor or shooting •tar, and complete account of what 

S · • · o s ~ Mondoy afternoon appeared to Mr~ Sml~ and her granddaueh· 1 Cienti. sts ay . two Bridger. canyon resldenlJ to ter had •een, to Mrl. Mast, who . 
/ finally land In the Mt. Baldy area. phoned It to 1he Courier. 

F• J SJ w I · Its appearance during broaa Accordln'g to Indian tradition It 

: 
1Ire n {y .as dayllght, like a broad streak of was at the alte of the Flamlne Ar- . 

lightning,. the aound effects re- row ranch that a atrange Jndlan . .., 

:: Ball Lightmn" g ported, and Its pauaee throueh malden appeared on the top of one .. 
I a c:loud and out the other side re- of the mountain peaka, the day-
culled to the mlnd1 of Brld11er lleht became darkness, a flamlnl 
cunyun reah.lenll tho lmllun Jell· uruw uppeurad In tho Mklea Mlltl 

.: "It Is likely U1nt the phenom- end 11f the Flaming Arrow ranch, In a language understood by the 
l enon which •Mrs. Smllh wltneased near where the specttcle occWTed. warrlora who were engaged 1n a 
! wna bnll lll!htnlne," Dr. A,' J. M. .· Vayle Smith, tlve - year - old deidly· llllttle· at the foot of the · · 
1 Johnson, head of the physics do· . ll«rnnddau«hter of Mra. Nellie peak, a aweet voice came throu2h 
1 pnrlln~n\ AI MnnlnnA Atnta collollci ~·~Smith, tint witnessed the flying the air bidding them: "Warrlon- , 

I ultl Whllll lim IJIIIIIIUlllllliUII ltutl hull.y uf fh'lo flht hllltllllltl lu lull l'hlhh'nn nf tho l(l'~nt Sun l'llh'l\1 : 

1 been explained to him, hrr llflllllhnulhttr who wu. Ill lh1 alu•nlh lh)' lmnuhawk• 11111 1111• , 
: ... house. Mrs. Smith did not at tlrst &Iring lltY bowl, Shed not the ; 

Dr. Johnaon sold the phenomo- ., pay muc:h attention to the little blood ot your brothen here · lest 
; non has D long history of reported • girl's entreaties to "come out and It defile the waters of the Valley ! 

observances, and In one Instance, .... see," but In a moment when aha of' Flowera below." The Indlant . . ). 
. when D b111l oC flro trnvoled aton11 · ., honrd " fttrnnRe 1ound out of complied and never again w:u I 
• 11 high tenalon wire, haa bean pho- · doors, she went to look. The hour strife known to those pnrta. I tol(rophed. . . r Was 3:45 In the afternoon. Late . Th\JrSday no additional 

BaU Ughtnlne, however, haajl The llli!Ctacle transfixed Mrs. witnesses ~d reported seeing or 
never been observed In action at ,_ Smith and her granddauehter. Jta hearlnc tho shooting alar. The 
cl0$e range. Ita e!C~ta hove been i rate of travel was ama:t.lngly slow, fact that only two resldenta wit
observed by scientists •. Striking 1 and as It proceeded ·closer and nessed··n Is not considered unus· 

1 11 dwullhlll It hut IJurnau 11 bulo /" cloaa1· It !(row lul"l(or nml IAr!lnr unl, lnuamuch aa It nll occurred . 
, throuj!h the wall, lhough not aet-~ln size ..• Mu. Smith relates that during broad sunlight In a· very 
• Unl( tho houaa on tiro. Slrlklnil ) the head or tho ahoollnll alnr al sparsely 1ellled re11lon, 
1 annd IL ho1 IJcon ropurLo<.l to lul'll 1tho lu1l U!J!IIIIIrau lu lia uiJuultha 
' lho sand to glass. J sl:!.e of a house. . . . 
: . Dr. Johnson rclatu that he ob-i •. It had come Into view from the .... ...__: r 

served the phenomenon himself I o east, Mrs. Smith reports. The I rl 

1 
ubout 10 or 12 ycnra nco. A bolll ;Smith home is 12 miles up Brldg- and In thnt event the llymg physi- . 
ur th·o rumulnull In lhu ll\1 lur 11 /j ~~~ cnnyun, about flvo milo·• llv,t?w . ci•l wnulcl orient the spot 11ncl' 1 

period of 15 or 20 mlnutu •. H . I 1 he Fhunlng A a· row rune h. J ha . ruuuh It 1>1 hunoul.uacl\ uml un luul,l 
wns right a!l'er 0 severe thunder-.} .. celesllol spectacle ·added wlerd- to obsorvo closely what tho e!!ccts 
nlorm und waa observed enst of 1 , ness to Its performance when It . - or lho bolt had been. . , 
Bozeman In the evening •. Dr.: lcl1h•rrd a lnr11o cloud, Evftn more Armin 11111 of tho collcue l>hys-\1 

. JohnJon tnld ho thought tho ball ... wlerd was Its exit from the other . leo· clet•ntlononl ouhl thnl wanlhor 
. ft!do·of the cloud, and JlJ proceed• · condition• ·aro currently ldcul lor!' 

llghtnJnll he aaw woa about threo lng on Ill course, all the limo ; bull llghlnlnlt, trom whotla known 
. or four mllea removed •. .-He heard ·- emltune a . sound very similar · ol the phenoanenon'a apponrnnco. j 

no sound eUecu. I though many tim•• magnlfl•d t~ ~ .. ·-.. .. Very dry olr, and the turbulence 1 
Asked what caused ball light I that of ~e tlrst aearlng of a ·b~ef· ; of a thunderstorm accompany the • 

nlnl!, Dr. Johnson sold nobody •-. steak when It Is placed in a hot ~ _ . ·-- reported Incidents. 'I 
I knows. A report from such closo . 'lire nAy frylnll pan. . I Explaining lhe probable vlsibll-~ 

, range and or such sl:&e · haa not · 1 From ~e appearance of lhe · fly of bnll llghtnlnl(, lhe aclenllsts 1 

: come previously to Dr. Johnso.n's! ~"1phenomenon Mrs. Smith sal" ~at, ....... ~ said It would lllcely be vlalble Jl 
altenllon. He said he hoped to ,: lit must have been revolvlrig at i the sky were somewhat cloudy, ' 
be able lo stand wl~ Mrs. Smith ·.·Jhlgh speed, which would In· part: but that for that molter bolllillht-\ 
at ~e spot where she observed the I :-·!explain. the long period of time r- ninll report& hereto! oro hove dealt 
phenomenon, to have hor point· '· during which lt'waa. visible, about • apparently, w!Lh u mucl\ amnllnr I 
out whcro It lumled. · An IlVIa tor, 'I- .. ,so aulnu\ea In nil. lla flnul. 1.11•· ...... __ , alumon•tro\lon. Cummnnly thu hull 
Dr. Johnson sold he would fly lm· 1 ;appearanee occurred when the en- Ughtnlnl appears to lle ubout lhu 
mediately over the terrain where' i. ; tire llght went out and the meteor size of a baseboll, and other re- ' 
the ball lightning wu belleyed to'r, ;:-iappea._red to bury ltaelf,ln ~e 'side . --·-.: porta have not placed the obsea-v~r ~. 
h b 1 d ils lr S rf •· ··I os close to the demonstroUon as 

ave ur c c • orne e cc ... , . ·. : ,.1...... .. . . .. .. ·.. •• . · . was Mrs. SmiLh. 
mlr.ht bo observable from the olr, 1i· • · · ·· 1 • •• .,. ,.. · · · 

..... I_/ "_,:~_·,J-...... ---·-" -·c· ..........:C-.:...---;----·-··-· ---
(.....-&?'..- y ' ·~' ,\ ~.:·j~· .: .. ;'•:, ': ~~· , I 

·~"· --- ·----~.:...---·-----... ~ .... ~ ... : •....... 
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17?/21? May. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma .. (between 8:30 and 9:00p.m.) 

A man named Byron Savage was interviewed in late July about an experience that was suppose 
to have taken place in the month of May. (See this page and page 28) 

OCAPN/DlS:cp 

5372.4-I 24 July 1947 

l.!ELIOP..JJIDUl.! TO THE SECURITY O?FICi!:R, OCAJ£A, TINIGR YIELD. 

SUBJECT: P'ield Engilleer, R&dio Corporation o! 
America, Dallas, Texa.e. fi&sideoce: 
Oklahoma City, Oklah~~.) 

RE: nying Disc. 

On 23 July 1947, wa.a interviewed at his ruidence, 
C fi , Okla."! ana Ci t.y, Olcl.a.h~, ,relating to his alleged 
vi~:rni.n,g of a f:i..ying elise over the vicinity o! 0-'<lahOCIS. Cit.y, Oklahoma. 

Subject, whose ege is 38,· advised he is married and has one Child, 
a..'1d is presently t.'1e holder of a Private Pilot' 11 License, lilo, ~~ 
(Single Engine, Land). Subject averred he has extensively studied elect~n
ics, sound engineering aod aeronautics, and his present occupation, whico is 
P'ield Engineer for Radio Corporation or America, o!!icee o! which Bn! 

located in Dalus, Texas, is that of installing theater l!Ound equipment • 
.W: pte stated that between the days 17 Uay to 21 Uay 1947, just after dusk, 
he observed an object which be believed to be a small aircraft in the eouth. 
lliiC:Ii advised tbat the ann had just gone down and the moon had not arl~n 
0.:1 the horizon. C:::::. related that he and his wife bad just departed 

......... t=h=e:i:r:::r:es=i=d=e:~•c•e e.nc! had started to cntsr t.heir car in the driveway at 
Street, Oklahoma C!.ty. He judged the time-to be between 

8:30 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., and tbe lights !ran the city o! 0klh.h0111A City 
appeared to be shining on tbi11 object when he !'int saw it. He judBed tbe 
obj set to be a.bout 160° in the south when he first saw it, and as it sond 
t-oward b.i.m he remarked to his rl!e that "a big white plane •as coming over." 

.... stated that when this object was at e. 45° angle !rom him, he 
realized it waa not e. conventione.l type a.i.""Craft, aod it appeared ell.iptical 
at first and as it .moTI'd closer it appeared perfectly round a..r.d was nat. 
C:: advised tbe object, which e.ppe.s.red to him &II a disc, had no appearance 
o! being apberlcal and bad a ratio o! diameter to tbe thicknel!a rJ! approx:i
JRatel.y lO to 1, appeari.ng t.hl.cker in the cente:-, but thia could not be 
positively ucert.a.ined. C» j11dged the object to be at lr.D al.tit.Llde o! 
between lO,OOJ and 18,000 !eet, l!lld it le!'t no trall..ing e!!ecta. 
related that it e.ppeared to be in bulk as big as the bulle of six B-29s at 
an a.lt.itude o! approximately the same height. ~ advissd that the object 
wu in his vision appro.xiJD!I.telJ' 15 to 2D l!lecond8""'an'd travelled at a speed 
which he jud.ged to be appro.xi..ma.tel,r three t.i.mes that o! jet-pro;>elled aircraft. 

I 
I 

1 
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... 
lolamo to the SecurltT Officer, OCJ.lLA, Tinlatr field, dtd 7/24/47, rile 
3724-I. 

j $ stated that there -re no protrusions on t.hia object. and as it 
went by he listened !or a sound of noise, and at one tiae thought he dis
tinguished a swishing sound l..ike t.be rushing o! ~ _ ~~~SO'"und 
occurred a few eeconds after this object had pa~~ j averred 
t.hia aound ·waa not very loud and did not hat very lon&, and it ill very 
possible that ~-~uld have been hia imagi.oatioo or a~ctaUon, aa 
he was no£ S\U"&- • · ~~- related that he c.aD.ed his wife to 
s~b'je ut. it.-had disappeared before she coul.d.JoGtl'a her •J'e& on 

~.gubjeet. at.ate_p..-t:hat the object. appeared to diJrlnilllb in abe and 
spesd-:!;':d:t ~d" a:.ay, aAd it waa •oving 1n a d.rectioo o! 3500 to t.he 
nort.h..,..._~ct !11rt.her stated that t.b• object appeu-.4 to be !roaty white 
1n ~ at a.ll U.ea.- - ' 

C advi:sad that he has held a p1l.ct. 1 11 certi.fie&t.e since 1.9).1. and 
baa been !lyi.og since 1.929. He adrlsed t.bat he -ul.d be glad to a.nswer any 
further inquiries ~d will cooperate in enry way posaibl.a. c=- stated 
be waa IIUI:'II thia object waa not a meteor and in hia opinion it auat be 
radico.ll.T built a.nd power&d, probabl.J' at.oadc. 

2 

UilWI D. SI.t.D:»:. 
C.I. U. S. A.nq 
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19 May. Manitou Springs, Colorado. (12:.15 p.m.- 1:15 p.m.) 

This document is from Dr. J. Allen Hynek's personal files: (Also, see page 30) 

"1. Description of incident. 

During their lunch period ( 1215 - 1315) 19 May 194 7 a member of a train 
crew called attention to a silver object in the sky approaching from the 
Northeast. It appeared to be traveling at great speed. The object appeared 
extremely small and therefore the altitude could not be estimated. It did ap
pear higher than the top of Manitou Mountain which is some 1,000 feet high
er than the city. No defmite shape could be determined even with the aid of 
4-6 power binoculars. The men were certain that the object was not a con
ventional aircraft since it did not have any of the physical characteristics. 
Upon reaching the area just north ofManitou the object remained in the area 
for several minutes during which time it executed maneuvers such as climb
ing, diving and reversal of flight. This happened ever few seconds. The 
distance and location between views prompted two ofthe men to think that 
there may have been more ofthe objects in the sky. At times it seemed to 
hover and then it would start on another flight path. When last seen the 
silver object was climbing very fast towards the west almost directly into the 
wind. 

"II. Astonomer's [Hynek's] Comment. 

There is no astronomical explanation for this 
incident; the reversal of direction of flight and 
the maneuvers executed by the object preclude 
this. 

The speed is not stated with any exactness, 
but if it was not too great, the object might have 
been a balloon, or aircraft seen under unusual 
conditions, otherwise, there appears to be no 
plausible explanation." (xx.) 

(xx.) "Manitou Springs, Colora,do -19 May 1947" 
(Incident #92 BLUE BOOK Files) Dr. J. 
Allen Hynek's files at CUFOS. Photocopy 
in author's files. 

19 May. Del Saito Observatory, Chile. 

"Remain for a certain time." (See clipping) 

"FLYING SAUCERS 
. OVER CHILE" 

SCitNTIFIC OBSERVERS 
TO WATCH . 

!lA NTIACO, CChlle ), 'July i I. 
FoJio,~>ing reports or the 1\II'Posrd •P· . 

purane• · ol a flylnll dlse In the \•lelnlt,. .: 
ot Snntl:lllO, the Sclenllne Department 
or the Dc!l Saito Obnrvatory onnounerd o 

that It had recordrd the presence of a· · 
"stnn~:e object" In 1 he sky over Chile 
on May 19. which mov•d atowly throu.:h 
!he lonosphrre. rrodu~ln&: 111 lnlervall 
dl~char1u or whltl~h smoke. ' 
n~e announcement added, "Tnlt 

slrance mt'tl'or remained tor a eertaln 
lime 11nd then cro~sed the horl1on 1t a 
consldf'rable speed, which muat h .. • 
been similar to tho( ot a V. 2, that II 
to any hiRht'r than 4,800 kilometres. an· 
hour t:t 000 miles an hour). 

lndlt'llllnl that It mu~t be of ·an ex
traordlnnry nnture, thl! eommunlf'llll 
added: ''The fnrt iJ that tht'!e meteorites 
were eontinu:~lly ob~erved In varlou·l ·• 
re~:lnns In Junl'. A! It Is Impossible to . 
reach 1 sclentilie conclusions at a mo• · .. 
ment's .notiec. the Ol>srrvnlory hu re. 
rommrndrrt ovrr 300 nbs•rvers from 
Arlca lo Mncollanesr~ to INIInlaln 1 
Mate or nlrrt frnrn .ruly II lo 23 11nd ·• 
20 to :Jn, rlurln.: \\'hlrh J'IPrlolts lhe urlh · 
ahnuttt rrou lmJ'Iortont meteorite zonta.•• 
-neuter. · 

~~-!!"'-~ 
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MANitOU VETS RELATE ·sTORY 

Another 'Di.sk' Seen· 
~ ' . 

Jy IEitNMD1 1CFJ,tY. !itlrrlnr, and lt•!i~ wat no c:.;ud 
DenYer Post Staff Writer. In the 1ky. · 

MANITOU S P R 1 N G S, Colo.; "lt Willi about 'thlrty·fl\'~ rlt>· 
JunP. :.!R.- ~rven ~mploy~~ o( the gr'~Cll RbO\'e the i true horizon,'' 
1>1Rnltnu Rnd Plkc'11 PeRk Tllll• he liRid. "1 watched It tor be· 
WRy mny hn\'e 11~en one or the twe~n lltleen and twenty, min· 
my 11 t r rIo u! "whirling rliMk'• ut~s. It moverl In a !ltrRight 'line 

.planc11 IRlll month ll'tld have re· In a generally 'f'esterly dire-<:· 
port cd their !llngular experlenc~ tlon And then began .to mo\'e 
to Intelligence o((lcers ot head· erratically in wide circle!!. 
QUIHter:;, FICteenth air force. "All thlll time It' renecterl 

On n cloudlell!l day at noon, light' Ilk~ metal, but ln.termlt· 
whllP they were ·eating lunch tently, u though the Rngle ot 
nt ttie rRilwRy shop!l In upper re(Jectlon might be changing 
MAnitou Springs, they observed from time to tlfne. 
the mRneu,·erlng ot a !!Cintllla~"' BINOCULARS USED. 
In~: ohject 110 high that ev~n a 
pRir o{ flell1 glnssell failed t• "l could not get any Idea o( !Ill 

-~rln.: It within rRnge. . . ' llhRpf'. We brought out a good 
Thf! 111 rRngP object. wu flnt pair of tour- or !!IX· power !lf'ld 

obllf'T\'~d by Terl Welganrl, vet• gla!lllell, and l looked at It, The 
ernn mt'rhnnlc. Weigand uld he glallses did not brlnr It any 
wu watching the 11lde o! a nelll1ol clo11er. 
by hill for dct"r when he saw th 111 -· 1'Whate\·er It wa11, It tinnily 
!4hlnlng, scln'tiiiRllng object hlg* diiiRppetHt'd tra\'ellng In a 
In the Nky, ttfe coulrl not mak,. straight line In the we~t·north· 
out II~ ~hai.'c but followed I~ Wf'llt In the clear blue sky." 
gyrRtlnn!l c l'nrly for a full tit· Thl' objl'ct. marie no !lounrt 
teen mlnut !4 hl'forc he !lnallJI th t . ld b h _. ll 

1 n cou e f'nru, nu11er 
l'nllell Rltl' Ilion o! hill tel 0~. 11ald. Thl're wa!'l no noi!le within 
workmen, b · 

the ~hop. A slight hum came 
CLEAR ACC UNT GIVEif, , · . from the M,anltou Sprlngll hfdro· 

From thl1 point a clear. adt - -.l~trlc ·JI~nt' .~,·enty .. CJ\'e- teet 
count of t~e atranKe object. 11 .. ;nortll.,and- the only other sound 
given by a ~6-yenr·old ex-~e~ 'was the ripple ot. water In a 
hel', Dt'nn , Hauser, a machiJ'Uoi ·mountain stream forty teet 
Jat for the railway. . - /lOUth. ' ' · 
HRu~er snlrt he would not' com: Marlon Hillhouse, another ma-

mlt hlm~elf that the object wtli · chlnlst and war vetemn, veri· 
a plant!, I · mlrht have been flt!d Hau11er's account o! the 
wind-horne, he said. But It ·Was 1trange obJect. 

mlrlrtay, no brea.th .ot wln1 wu. ------------- ····------

Oer-J~ '?o51 

Ju,..;e 28 /S'-17 
I 

P. 
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June. Sodra Hammarby, Stockholm, Sweden. (before noon) 

Flying lipstick-tube executes 90-degree turn. 

This is a report collected by UFO researcher Clas Svahn. Jan Aldrich obtained the infor
mation for his 1947 project. The witness was 24-year-old John Elfstrom who was visiting some 
friends who were apparently employed at a construction site on Hassleholmsvagen. Elfstrom 
told Svahn: 

"It could have been before noon,. since the sun was w_here the Nacka radio 
towers are situated. I was standing on the platform of a small building crane. I 
saw the object over Skarpnack (to the south). I spotted reflections from it. With
out them I would never have discovered it. I saw reflections several times .. .I 
saw the object coming from Danvikstull and saw it execute a sharp turn, 90 de
grees, directly. 

"I wouldn't have bothered about it if it wasn't for that sharp turn. Then I 
saw the shape. It continued at a slower pace and then it took up a great speed, 
and whoosh, it sort of rushed away. I had it right in front of me and the sky was 
clear. But in the direction of the Nacka radio towers, where it went, there were 
clouds so I couldn't see it any more. I saw it for quite a while, but it went very 
fast. It made a sharp tum and then I called out for the other guys. 'Look!' I cried 

out. This was something new, I had never seen a plane turn in such a fashion be
fore." (xx.) 

(xx.) "1947 Reports from Sweden and Scandinavia." Compiled and Translated by 
Anders Liljegren. Archives for UFO Research (AFU). Telephone interview by 
Clas Svahn, January 31, 1995; UFO-Sweden questionaire, signed December 20, 
1994. Project 1947: A Preliminqry Report. p.l31. 

Svahn questions Elfstrom: 

"CS: 'Did the others have time to see. it?' 
JE: 'No, they never spotted it. It went too fast.' 

CS: 'What did the object look like?' 
JE: 'It was about like a lipstick when it is in the tube. Golden-glistening it was.' 

CS: 'Was it shaped like such a tube?' 
JE: 'Yes. It was siglp1y a tube, no point or so [sic]. It was a tube that came in 

in the air. It increased speed from slow to an unbelievable acceleration.' 

CS: 'Was it the same in the back as in the front?' 
JE: 'Yes, it was the same in the back. Of this I am sure. It was like a cylinder.' 

CS: 'In what direction did you see it?' 
JE: 'Between Skarpnack and the Nacka towers. First it cam over Skarpnack 

(in the south) and traversed the heavens towards the Nacka towers (in the 
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east). It disappeared into the clouds. 

CS: 'How would you describe the size ofthe object compared to a known ob
ject?' 

JE: 'As like a plane going at 10,000 meters [altitude?], one ofthose four
engined passenger planes."' ( xx.) 

(xx.) Ibid, pp.131-132. 

Svahn concludes with these remarks: "It was a clear and fme day. The witness estimates the 
duration of the sighting to be about one minute. No sound was heard." (xx.) 

(xx.) Ibid, p.l32. 

June. Vincent H. Gaddis' "Visitors from the Void" article. 

Gaddis wrote this early in the year and it appeared on the newsstands in the June issue of Ray 
Palmer's sci-fi magazine Amazing Stories. (See pages ~3-35) 

6 June. Bombay, India. (about 9:00p.m.) 

"The Bombay Phenomena." (See clippings on page 36) 

12 June. Weiser, Idaho. (about 6:15p.m.) 

"Shooting up and down." 

According to Air Force BLUE BOOK files: 

"On the evening of June 12 about 6:15, a neighbor and I returning home from 
another neighbors, glanced into the sky toward the West, and saw what we thought 
was smoke from an airplane. She mentioned that she had never seen that before, 
so we stopped to look and listen, thinking we would see the plane. But there was 
no sound, so we kept looking until we saw a tiny object from which the vapor was 
emitting. It was so far away we could not determine the size or even the shape. 
Its only identity was a glisten in the sun. We had watched this one for a few sec
onds, when from the general direction of the sun, another object shot into the sky. 
It followed the general direction of the first, shooting up and down before settling 
to a south-easterly course across the sky, where we followed them until they were 
only a glisten and the vapor could no longer be seen. After the objects were gone, 
we continued to look and to watch the vapor that had been left which now looked 
like clouds but kept a shape, and this shape seemed to glide across the sky to the 
east where there was a black streak leading to the horizon. The vapor stayed in the 
sky for over an hour." (xx.) 

(xx.) U.S. Air Force BLUE BOOK files. Reel #I. Incident #24. 
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VISITORS /rom VOID 
. .;.:~ * By VINCENT H. GADDIS .ie .. 

T HERE have been signs, symbols and ob- Brunswick, N. J; Oh~~e·rs sald thatt'f:of[;. 
jecu In the skies of earth described as were silent and that Its Ughts were blln!dng.when 
makes, swords, Ilghu and rockeu. Slow- it disappeared behind -the wooded hllla.f..;;Tlme of 

moving so-called meteors have zig-zagged their the observation was close .to midnigh\.~t.,l,.pln 
way above the clouds, and stratospheric explosions the state pollee made an unaucceuful ... ~··. i:h.· .. ~ .. l&ll .... d .... 
have rocked the land below. Mysterious rays again all planes throughout the eaa~ were .. ~. 
stoppe(! airplane motors over the world's largest counted for. · · · · ; .. ·. ,.:~t.~.W;.: 
city as unidentified phantom planes puzzled the These three reports were collected~-~ i~,!l 
war departmenu of four nations. Ships and men New York Times by David Markham,·& 'lilemberi 
were observed to drop from the heavens in isolated of the Fortean Society. According ·:to :,.'tlJ'&ny 
areas only to vanish. Thayer, secretary of the Fortean Society;· Mr. 

This is the startling story of bewildering events Markham, who ha, been collecting mate.rlil· .OJi 
that have occurred in the last few years. What maritime vanlshments, has reached certa!n·-quul-
relationship, If any, exists between these varied conclusions which he has'alked hJm to wllllllold 
reports? Who or what lies behind them? lemporarlly as po11lbly loo tliminotU .lo . rrUJAe 

From Point Pleasant, W.Va., on Oct. 11, 1931, public, My• article "Stl&Dge,~ts-·of the Sea" 
came the report that a blimp or dirigible was ob- presents the type .of materlatrefernd •to. · · . 
served to have plunged to the earth in flames, men . . Oddly encnigh;•thue ... rb.'ofmen or alnbipe 
leaping irom It In parachutes as it fell. There dropping· to earth· an(.~ ~thout a trace 
were many witnesses who stated that the crash are not unique;·. The orlgbial. ~rdl,.o~ the late 
had occurred in the hills south of the city. 'Ob- Charles Fort conta!D leveral atnlnar accounts. How 
servers at Gallipolis Ferry reported that the blimp·. · many more:Ue·burled·in the. files of:obscure news
had crossed the Ohio River and It had fallen whDe .··.papers we:'can "6DI)r· gu~.:·: 
one man was watching It through field· glasses •. :·:• _._.,, , ·.i· ::':,,.·•~·.':if''r·, .. ·,.:,.. :.:; ·: · 
Described as being between a hundred 'and one' .. ·_()NE Y..,··after:_the:N~wl~nmawick report .• 
hundred and fifty feet long, it was at an altitude ·. mysterious .. J~Wle · appeared over New York 
of three hundred feet when It burat. White· ob• . City. On' Dec·. · 26; f933, ·the metropolis was 
jects, believed to have been parachutes, fell with it. · blotted. out from above by .a snowstorm. The 

Searching parties were organized. Nearby air- ftrst telephone call to pollee headquarters was 
ports sent planes to assist in the aU-day search. made at 9 :30 a. m. and then the reports steadily 
Officlals at Akron, Ohio, announced tha,t all naval Increased. The plane could not he seen, but Ita 
blimps were safe in their hangars. And despite progress was followed by the sound ·of its motor. 
the extensive search and far-flung inquiries, not Apparently the pilot was wandering blindly above 
a single clue was turned up. The mystery re- ·the mow-shrouded towers of Manhattan In circles 
malns---<:oncealed somewhere in the West Virginia unable to find a place to land. 
hilh the solution to this puzzle is still a secret. In the hope that the pilot had a abort-wave 

Then, slightly less than two months later, came receiver, the National Broadcasting Company tried 
a report from Hammonton, N. J. On Dec. 5, to contact him. All elrports were notlfted. 
late In afternoon, an aviator was observed· to Beacons and searchlights were lit. A celllng of 
fall in a parachute into the Folsom Swamp, one five hundred feet wu reported at the Newark Air-

. of the densest sections of bog and woodland in the port. As the houn lengthened the celllng ro~e, 
southern pert of the state, south of the city. Ad- but the reports continued to ftow ln. ResldeDts 
dltlonal reports of witnesses cam~ from Wey- of Jersey City and the Bronx announced hearing 
mouth, a village on the other side of the swamp. the .motdr. By the middle of the afternoon, 
Dropping fro!D a high altitude, no plane had when the reports finally ceased, the visiblllty was 
been observed or beard. set at a mile and the pilot could easily have landed 

Led by state police, .five local fire companies at ports in New Jersey or Long Island, but aD air 
and witnesses, a small army of volunteers searched fields In the Metropolitan area reported that there 
the swamp all night and an the next day, Air- had been no llyjng during the day and no stray 
ports throughout the eutem part of the country plane had appeared. 
reported that all pi~ were accounted for. The At thil time a phantom plane was appearins 
long 1ean:h was fruitlw, but It was added that over the Scandinavian countries. The first dis-
the swamp contains areas never penetrated before patch was released at Stockholm on Dec. 31, 1933, 
except by Indians. and It announced that Swedish army aviators had 

A year later, on Dec; 29, 1932, it was reported been ordered to chase a mysterious plane whlrh 
that a large tri-motored airplane had been forced had been sighted for .several weeks over Lapland. 
down In the woodlands eisht miles west of New Based, it wu believed, somewhere In the moun-

169 
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tainl, it bu been makiq Dight tlfghts, and bad Lou Wedemar, it wu Ulllouneed that' pUots bad 
receutly been beard flying toward Norway during asked the Department of Commerce to Investigate 
a heavy s11owstonn. a supposed radio ray which was stoppinc the 

~-::\ Al!other dispatch from the same city on Jan. motors of planes flying over the city. The planes 
9,':'W~.1· stated that the "ghost plane" had been while flying over the ceQtral part of Manbattan 

•obfen'+cl over Westerbotten In northern Sweden, had experienced puullng engine trouble. In aero-
. &Ill\ ·~t tpe Swedish alrforce had already lost nautical circles the belief bad spread that some :E. ~ in efforts to locate the baae of the 10rt Of short•wave bad been developed by an UD• 

p. A party of four men who bad been known experimenter which affected the motora at 
·. ~~J~~und search along the Norwegian bo.r- which it wu almed. 
clet:llla 'vinished. Moton went suddenly dead without apparent 
: '"qni dbpatchea followed from Belaingfon and reuou, and careful examination by expert me-
StoCtho!Dl. There wu specula tlon that the planes chan!CI falle4 to reveal any reason for . the phe· 
mliht be Soviet flyers making teat fligbta to arctic IIOmenon. Several disasters had almost occurred 
~~ or exploring a new air route from u the ·"magnetism" did not pass oft for some 

. RQII4 to the Atlalltic. Soviet authoritla denied · time, &lid the plana bad to be brought down to 
. tbat any. of their planea were over the area •. •. : , tllllfPIIQ' landings. One example cited was the 

; .• On. F~, 3 a Hchingfon . dispatch &DJ~oun= ~. · near~ter of· a cabin plane pUoted by Michael 
. tbat::'!COIItinued Dlgbt tlfghts over Northero 'Fill• · · Stupelll wblcb was forced to land In the East 
laDd; Sweden and Norway by so-called shoit avia- River wb.llt can')"'na three pasaengera, 

· ton which htve cauaed such apprehenalon· here • · Thla report, too, Ia not unique. In October, 
u to. prompt the general staff to organize recon· 1930, forty automohlles were stalled for an hour 
11oltering on a wide scale by army planes all over on the road between Riesa and Wurzen in Ger-
Northem Finland still remain a deep mystery." many,. All moton myateriously atopped. But 
Although there were a large number of eyewit- ear~, In the siiiiiJIW' of 192J, and south of this 
neaaes, the plane could not be Identified. road In Suony, Germany, French aviators re-

The report added tbat mysterioua lights over ported the JDYsterioua. &topping of moton near 
Bclslngfon 1.11d Vlbo'!l bad caused alarm, 1.11d Furth whUc they were flying from Strubourg to 
tb&t the large unidentified plane had been sighted Pra&~~e. It wa.s believed that a German experi-
over eastern Finland where aviation experts stated menter waa practicing on French airplanes with 
"that the mysterious flyers show exceptional skill, newly-discovered rays. If so, hia secret was never 
undoubtedly superior to that of northern Euro- used In the late war.• 
pean avlaton." The appearance of a mystery 
plane, the first, over ~ndon Ia referred to In this QN THE Dight of Nov. 24, 19JS, a "flaming 
dispatch, and it has been pointed out that this word" wu observed In the heavens 'between 
group of reports stopped about the time of ,th.e Palestine and Dallaa, Texu. Dr. J. D. Boon, pro-
inferior conjunction of Venua (Feb. ·~,1~)';: fCSIOr of aatropby.slcs at Southern Methodist UDi-

But In Karch, 1935, an object dcscriDld u venlty, stated tbat no comet or stellar pbenome-
"a large shining form resembling a gigantic 1nake, non of any klDd had been acheduled to appear. 
wriggling forth in the northwestern sky" a,Ppeared One witness, a newspaper editor, described the 
for half aD hour in the early evening over aouthern appearance as "a narrow, bright abaft of light, 
Norway and Denmark. As observed at Grimatad ahaolutely stationary and vertical, an uact replica 
by a correspondent for the Tidens T•111 (Norway), of a sword." 
It had four or live curves marked olf by shadow., In February, 1936, the ''phantom light of Ring-
and was in a vertical poaltion with Ita "bead" old" (near Pasc:o, Wub.) wu reported. It was 
doWD toward the earth. The vision wu dear. a ID)'Iterioua light, drifting widely and often along 
There were no cloucia, and it wu very hrllllant. populated hlghwaya where it bad caused motorists 
The Stavanger Af''"bl4d for March Z6 publlabed to drive Into ditches, and many citUena of high 
a complete description of the appearance and ... repute bad sworn to Ita authenticity. It vaDiahed 
sketches of it made by the artist Naeshdm wliQ '·'·when approached, and all efforts to lind a plaus-
wu a witness. . ,.: ,,,' ible explanation resulted in failure. d·· 

A similar object appeared three ~ over the A post scare In a mine near Bishop, Va~. wu 
city of Cruz Alta, Brazil; twice In December, reported in dispatches of ] 1.11. 18, 193?. Ofticiala·of 
1935, and again in ] uly, 19,~]ilt On Ita last ap- the Pochahontas Fuel Company, owners of N~~i34 
pearance the "snake" had ita.,~eadw towud the Mine, were trying to lay the acare tbat had caUSed 
earth, the head appearing u a ball of fire, In 
passing it might be ad~d that there were reports 
of "5wordsu and ucofiia.s11 in the sky over the 
Polish-German border in 193 7, hut details regard
ing these reporta are not available to the writer 
at this time. 

Then CliJile the mystery ray stopping airplane 
mQtors over New Vork City. In a UDiveraal 
Service di>1J4tch dated May. 34, 1935, wntlen by 

• Thi1 ia not true. Your'cditor has ..an eye·witne.l ~ac:. 
count of six B·17s cruhin~· the Siegfried Line, com· 
inc down without a ahot be fired, all o£ tbcm craabin1 
becauac of a aimultaneou1 c ticm of the moton. Thi.t 
incident waa broadC:.ut over the America.n radio by a 
newa reporter, but did .·not appear in any paper of tho 
u.mc or followin1 day that be Know• of-nor wa.a it men· 
tioned &J&in on the air. It can only be ataumed the in· 

!!::~:: :o:~dp.h:tte&s!:.::~rbt:riti:.10h:Ve a~n~ 
~bU.=.'" ,:P::f..!i~~ion·atopplnr nY., or of the 



more than a hundred miners to desert tlie pits. 
The mine wu believed haunted. For teveral 
months there had been reports of mysterious 
moaDS, shrieks, alamming of doors, and a phantom 
form that followed the men. 

On the night of July 20, 1937,' a mysterioUs 
pilUle was observed hovering over the llendo!l 
Aerodrome and the heart of London. There were 
many witnesses. The Air Ministry was puuzled, 
and itl inveati&ation was fruitless. Two ni&htl 
later the British ateamer Ranee, while SOO milet 
off Cape Race, siihted a "mysterious plane" tlyllll 
eaatward, No trans-Atlantic flights were being 
made at the time. No planes bad been reported 
misling. According to the crew of the v~$8~~~, 
two "navigation lights" were visible on the craft. 

Mysterious bfue ftashes appeared in the southern 
sky of Sussex, England, on tho evening of Oct. 2, 
1938. These Bashes were followed by a "sudden 
rift in the sky where a most beautifful blue-green 
radiance shone. Through this there appeared to 
drop a fiery body, vivid and lovely, which clil
appeared in a second. After this there was onlY 
one faint Bash." 

In December, 1939, another sky visitation came 
to Finland. According to the Finnish EIIGII(fllsi~ 
VitLnubord, the phenomenon took place close to 
midnight. It lasted for about a half hour. Be
ginning as a ball of tire which grew larger, the 
appearance chana:ed from a red to a brilliant wblte 
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checked by )nllltary : alithorldq. Jt movtd 
fast for a plant; and too .llow for a meteor. 
size was &lven varloualy, ·some of the 

161 

too 

atatlng that lt wu · to be an air)~laJl~;.'f,U 
followed a · 

from· ~!ia~~ 

color as sudden rays from the eaatern and western. ~~~~:~~~~~~~;¥.~=~~~ 
horizons merged. ~ the light spread, a ~. · · ., 
object, resembling a hua:e hlllll&ll-like dii~P!X..~ 
peared for a few moments at the point 
rays merged. Then, &lowly, the vislo!l faded 
the night leavillg the spectators allenl ana 

· wildcred. · 

A large light ~~itb~·~~~~~~r~~~~ was observed In 
It was visible 

ported that the ~~~.!:!:E:=~a~ tho shape of a 
On May 10, 

strange Uiht In the 
of residentS bad · 
moving up and 
sometimes almost in ·a 
the northeastern sky at aPJpr~'ldi:IY'I:~··a ,,,...,._.,,u .. 
degree angle, visible In the· 

of a· myaterious aircraft iq the 
area came from Vaesterbotton, 

on July 91 1945. Its shape resembled 
cif a bird. It moved at great speed going 

aoutli ovu tho city at about 10,000 feet altitude. 
June 27, 1944-Brilijant 

over Cass County, Ind. A 
stated that It Bashed across th~: 

, :"If it was a plane, lt was one the like of which 
.IJJ~~~~~~~~)i.; the· Swedish General Staff never bad seen before." 

· <Late In the afternoon of Nov. 29, 1945, a tlamlng 
•. abject exploded and then transformed itself into 

a ball of ftre over Modesto, Calif. It waa visible . 
tbrouchout the San Francisco area, and was ob
served moving a way northeast at a speed of about 
800 miles per, hour at an apparent low altitude. 

the telephone wires. Bri&bt g:etD 
red sparks. But this object was 
forerunner for the real puuler' .that 
than two months later; , 

It came in fhe ~:Uiy mo.rlllni; hours of AuJUSt 181 

and so amazinc were the va'tled reports 'of ' ltl 
appearance that aatrono10en In' CbltaiO satd.· that 
It was "man-n)ado."' ·The apparent ball of Are 
was visible above. eastern Dllnols, Indiana and· 
western .Ohio. Ali.· the reports aro ~onB!~Ung, and 
rumors of robot bomb.s, explosions and plane 
crashes followed in' iU trail. War plant& were 

• But before we decide that is was merely a freak 
meteor, we must 11dd that according to the Ollk
laDd Trib1111• "It was reported sighted in western 
Nevada a full live hours after it was first aighted 
at Oakland." 

No, meteors do not linger or hover In the skies 
of earth, nor do they resemble rockets or airplanes. 
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-r l-t~ D<9 M"'"B~Y 

CH te..e n.J L <:_L ~ (JJu l;:::,.t: ·AJ 

£ 't :f tA. AJ I!£ L 'j 'f r 

j __ OUR _READERS' 
.v~w~ 

\Vas It A Comet? 
Slr,-Being very much Interested tn 

~tron•>my, I' am vmt!r.g this letter 
Lo descrtbe tha brll!la.nt phl'!nomenon 
which myself e.nd some friends saw 
on Prid:ly, 6th instant at 9 p. m. 

It was a brilliant· star with a .fair
ly long trail llke a comet's tail. The 
.star appeared in the Western sky 
about 35 degrees above the horizon, 
:1nd tra felled northwards. It· was visi
ble !or nearly !:0 seconds. Twice it 
passed though small clouds and re
appeared to continue it, journey, 

The star ~·u seen by me from my 
house at Versova. The time waa 9-2 
p. m. In my clock. Other citizens o! 
Bombay, especially near the beach. 
must ha\·e seen this unusual pheno
menon also. 

We. hope the .. Government Obser-
\'atory at Bombay w1ll throw some 
light on this astronomical e.xperlence 
of the city. It was !ar too high to 
be a !irev.·orks display. 

BEHRAM MEHTA. 

It ,_.s "',f' T,.--JI; tt. 

...-::J'v/Y-(l 9, 1'1'17 

DAZZLING "COMET'' 

SEEN IN SKY 

Bombay Phenomenon 

A ''blul.eh brilliant star with a 
tall'' was seen moving across the 

Rkle11 by several pen10ns In Bombay I about 9 p.m. on Friday. The da2:r.l· 
lng object which wa11 clearly seen by 
scores of people at Bandra ana 
.Chembur. was vlslble tor just over n 
minute. \ 

One of the observers told 1'h~ '/'''"'" 
of lt~dta: "About 9 p.m~ I aaw a 'mls· 
!lie' emitting blue s.nd red light uymg
trom north-west towards the east, 11eve ... 
rat tlmea hidden by monsoonlsh cJouda. 
After about 1~ mlnutea, I 11aw a !'llml· 
Jar 'mlsslle' emitting blue light, r1gr.t 
In lohe east, which disappeared Imme
diately. Thu latter was round 1n 
shape, whereas the 11rah Orw! was or Pl
mllar shapo but accompanied by l!evf!raJ 
smaller-sized one11. The 'mlule' was detl 
nltely going down becaueo tho aecone1 
one waa seen aa I! dropping trom the 
cloudll. When I saw the object, Jt 
wa.a at a hel&"hll or about 1,500 Ieet." 

.A. Kolab& rP.IIIdent a&ld that an oo
j&et which ho noticed movlng acrou 
the akles on Friday night displayed 
a nwnber or beautiful colours "lt 
'WU aeen to alla.rt aomewhere above 
the Island of Kllandert and move tO· 
warda Bombay. DlU'lng the earlier I 
p&rt ot It, travel, the bcx!y w&a al-
most round In shape with a llhOrt I 
aharp-polntled • tall. Le.ter, however: 
the tall developed and wu ael!n V'll h 
a lew Independent, amall Jumtnoua 
~odlet. 

It. Ia 11'0t yet known whether the ob
ject WIU, a comet or a 1hoo11tng atar. 

8Ei.EN AT DAHANV 
Dahnna: .An unusual phenomenon 

was noticed last night when a Dtg 
comet w!th alx arr.all atara wu aeen 
tra velllng !rom aouth-weat t.o eut tn 
the sky tor about 1~ mlnutu sbtn~ 
very blghly. 
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13 June. Between Fleure and Nieui, France. (11 :30 p.m.) 

Cigar-shaped object. 

Our source states: 

"M. Bellot during a storm saw an orange cigar-shaped object about 5-6 
meters long, with a very bright halo which lighted the area. It landed about 
100 meters away and stayed there for about five minutes before taking off and 
disappearing. M. Bellot experienced no effects after the l)ighting." (xx.) 

(xx.) Dominique Weinstein, Perry Petrakis, and Jean Sider. "1947 UFO Cases From 
France." Project 194 7: A Preliminary Report. p.162. 

"14? June. Valley City, North Dakota. (about 9:00p.m.) 

"Red ball." 

Hjaimer Lokken, fireman at the State Teachers' College power plant, reported a strange event 
to his boss, W.J. "Bill" Carroll. Later Mr. Carroll told the story to the local newspaper: 

" 'Mr. Lokken came to me the next morning,' Carroll reported, and said, 
'Bill I saw a strange thing last night. I was sitting on the west side of the 
plant, about 9 o'clock, and something that look like a ball, bright red in color, 
went shooting past. It was about the height ofthe flagpole on the college ... 
[high? Word not clear] building from the ground approximately 65 feet. I 
jumped up to get a better look but it was gone. It was traveling west at a terrific 
speed.' . 

"Superintendent Carroll said he questioned Lokken, suggested it might 
have been an airplane light. Lokken insisted it was not a plane light, but a 
round object about 16 inches in diameter. 

"'This man does not have hallucinations,' Carroll continued. "He didn't 
have spots before his eyes. I know him well enough to believe he actually saw 
it." (xx.) 

(xx.) Valley City, North Dakota. Times-Record. 9 July 47. 

15 June. Lansing, Michigan. (9:30p.m.) 

According to the local newspaper: 

"Harry Von Riper was alerted by his landlady, Mrs. Letta Loree, and watched 
"balls of fire' jump in and out among the clouds 'like clay pigeons' for about ten 
minutes. He tired ofwatching and returned to the house and did not see them again." 
(xx.) 

(xx.) Lansing, Michigan. State Journal. 6 July 47. p.l. Project 1947: A Preliminary 



38 

Report. p.64. 

23 June. Bridgeport, Nebraska. (about 4:00p.m.) 

According to a newspaper story: 

"Confirmation by neighbors to whom she reported seeing the 'flying discs,' now 
causing nationwide controversy, as early as June 23, may credit Mrs. Hanna Smith of 
route one as being one of the fust, if not the fust in the nation to witness the Pheno
mena. 

"An interview in Tuesday's Scottsbluff Star-Herald reports in detail Mrs. Smith's 
experience at about 4:00p.m. ofthat day, when noticing her chickens running for 
cover, she scanned the sky for possible hawks and witnessed 'two flat, platter-shaped 
objects' soaring from northwest to southeast at a height 'of about two miles.' 

"Mrs. Smith immediately called her daughter-in-law, Mrs. Earl Smith, but before 
she arrived the discs had disappeared in the sky down the valley. Mrs. Smith described 
them as being flat, and dipping occasionally, reflecting the rays ofthe sun. Visibility 
was good that day, and Mrs. Smith's eyesight is confirmed as being excellent, better 
than average for a much younger person. She admits her age as being 75. 

"Fearing ridicule, Mrs. Smith did not report seeing the discs, except to discuss it 
with neighbors in the hope that others had also witnessed them. After the same thing 
had been seen in other parts of the county, she revealed the occurrence of June 23." 
(xx.) 

(xx.) Bridgeport, Nebraska. Bridgeport News-Blade. 10 July 47. 

23 June. Wapakontea, Ohio. (about 9:30 p.m.) 

"And it wasn't a "Man from Mars' movie either." 

Richard L. Bitters, editor of the Wapakoneta, Ohio, Daily News, got scooped on one of the 
biggest news stories of the year: 

" 'I didn't wake up,' he writes, 'until I got to looking at the United Press news 
report on the story over the week-end.' 

"Bitters saw his saucer as he and his wife were returning from a movie about 
9:30 p.m. 'And it wasn't a "Man from Mars" movie, either,' he asserted. 

"He said his saucers matched those of most reports across the nation, 'flying 
an uneven course in the sk.y and weaving in and out of view'." (xx.) 

(xx.) Columbus, Ohio. Citizen. 7 July 47. p.l. 

23 June. "Martians may have been here already." 

Speculations by a Yale professor during a radio broadcast on the subject: "The Rocket; a Tool 
For Exploring the Universe." (See clipping on page 39) 



MAR~;~~ 
Yale· ·?rofeu.or:S... ',tnt.;,. I 

planetary TnyU in few . ·. 
Decad .. · · .... ·· .. · 

81 William D: Clarlr . · · ._ 
Unltt4 Prtll Stall Correaponddll 

New Ji,evm, ' J11111 · 23-(lJPI~ . 
Tho man from Man. like th• Ice
men, alroad)' me1 have : (OmiUI; 
but Dr. l.,)lman Spltur, Jr,. ueod• 
a to· profe110r ol. · &atroph~ ~ · 11 
Y•le Unlvtnll)', (0\llclQ'~, YO!! ell for 
Ulla 'loda)!.. . . . ,. · .. :., : ·' 
· He dl4 IleUM,· however.. 'ciwt 

ll llf!t o" Marl "developed· a UtU. 
Ktlltr Ulan on earUI. ll: lc ~~It 
that lila Mlltlena mq have blftl 
cMII&tcl ror miiUo111 ol your. M 
co·mperld to 0111 Ulow.Ad.l. . 1a 
aucll CUI, tllolr ICimUAo kaoW• 
lodll . WDIIId, Of COIIrM, Ill 11101~ ·, 
m011aly ar .. ttr than Oul'l." · 

With a hnd atart ol a million 
y.-ra or 10 thtl eartllllnaa, •or, 
~pltaer aald It waa "perllape poe. 
•lble" th•t tht Martlana alread¥ 
han vlalltd Lilla planet. 

"II lhla Ia Lila cue," lit aald, 
"and unltll lllty had apenl aomt 
limo In a lara• c1\y or 11&4 landtd 
ll!llmrlenU)' nunti)C to be photo
llraphtd, we would have no record 
of their havlna been hn-o," 

Furthermore, continued lilt v,l• 
entiat, "an)' low m•n who had aet11 
them would probabl)' not be belltY• 
td b.ll' anyone olot." 

From what Kltnu know, · ol 
Mara, and wllh lntnplanttary trav• 
tl "probahl)' onl)' a lew dtcad,. 
away,'' Dr. S!JIIltr aald that "wt 

I mat ht •t•Pt911'hlnl lho moat mo• 
n&tnl.,ue tvtnl In clvllllfd hlalocy" I 
11 lnltlllll:tnl lift rtall)' ulata on,. 
lhl' pl•ntl. 

"Tht lml'•cl whl~h our Euro-1 
pun dvlllrallnn had on tho Afrl• 
can natlnn• and on the South Sea I 
lalanda ml•hl attm trivial ln4ncl 
comtoared ,..llh lht lmpa~l on tarlh 
ol a clviii&AIIon million• .ol run , 
oldrr than aura." I 

Dr. lipiWr'a oharrvallons weraj I IConllnued-;;;-ra,e Fl•·et 
.... ____ ,. ·- ..... -!. 

The Willimatic, 
Connecticut 
Chronicle. 
24 July 47. p.l. 
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The ET hypothesis. 

Not many persons in the summer of 
194 7 seriously believed in the existence 
ofMartians and space travel. 

Few people paid any attention to the 
Yale professor's remark that: " ... we may 
be approaching the most momentous 
event in civilized history." Charles Fort 
inl919 would have found no problem 
with the idea, nor would his disciples, 
but his disciples, at least the most in
fluential ones, were science fiction 
writers. 

An aircraft breaking the sound barrier 
was the limit of thinking for the vast 
majority of Americans. 

MARTIANS MAY HAVE - I 
BEEN HERE Al.READ Y 

!Conllnutd ;:;:r.;-Firat raltl 

made durin• a br.,..dcut on "'MM• 
A.Mktt: a Tool for Eaplorlna Ult i 
Unlvtr••·" 

H• aald that "within MVtll dt• 
raM•" ll should be poaalblt to 
bullet· an atomic rocket capablt ol 
•~•pint lht tarth'e travllallonal 
pull and lhtl acltnlllla hope for 
lht lime when thoy can lunch a 
•t•llllt "Dblf'rvatnry" which would 
rlrrlt our plant! lndtftnlttly. 

lluma11 uhaervtra wnuld not co 
alnn• 11n au~)l a trip, ht aald. l>t• 
rauoo th•y would he unahlt to •'' 
t>.rk "wllhnut brtnclnr the •nUre 
••1•1111• clnwn In ••rtll. Radltl 
,..a,·ta .. ·oulct Ut•rolo·ro bt u...s I 
holh In Mntrnl 111. •qulpmoftl and 
111 hrln1 hack lhe lnlormatlnn n....S· 

""'·" 
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