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plates. The possibility of doing this at sea level
pressure has not been considered to be possible, how-
ever, due to the short mean free path of the electrons
at low altitude.

"The fact that various atmospheric gases have
absorption bands in the microwave region is also
well known, but no known cases have been reported of
exciting such molecules to the point of ionization at
sea level pressures. Hydrogen in water has been
resonated at relatively low frequencies due to their
magnetic moment, however, a magnetic field of several
thousand gauss is required for resonance.

"In conclusion, no valid explanation, either
natural or man made, can be found for a logical ex-
planation of this phenomenon. A copy of the sketch
and descriptive material will be placed on file in
this Directorate in the hope that some valid explana-
tion of further observations may be found.'27

A number of government experts assisting the Air Force at this
time seemed to be very interested in geomagnetic phenomena as it
affects atmospheric physics.* They may have been on to something,
but just what is not clear in Air Force records. While there may
be no significance to the Atlantic manifestation, the phenomenon
did help to bring out the forementioned official interest.

Perhaps of great importance is the mention of Dr. H. P.
Robertson and Dr. George Valley in the case records, which gives
some clues to what their relationship was to the Air Force's UFO
investigation. Dr. Robertson, it appears, was not a disinterested
scientist picked at random in January 1953 to chair an important
UFO review panel. Evidently he had been advising the Air Force
on the UFO problem for years.

Anyway, a Dr. R. Penndorf of the Atmospheric Physics Laboratory,
Base Directorate for Geophysical Research, expanded a bit on the
suspicion that the manifestation seen by the B-29 aircrew was some-
how connected with aurora glows witnessed in the Bermuda region
(which were the same colors: red-orange and white) by calling
attention to the fact that sunspot activity of the bipolar type
had been prominent January 16 - 20 on the solar disk, and that a
severe geomagnetic storm commenced abruptly on _January 24th,
building up to a climax the night of the 25th.2

*Claude Poher, a scientist that was a member of a UFO study group
established by the French government in May 1977, believes there
may be a statistical correlation between the vertical component
of the geomagnetic field and UFO events in France. He used data
from France's Chambon-la-Foret Geophysical Station. Similarly,

a J. Accetta suggests that perturbations of solar winds and the
ionosphere may correlate with UFO activity.
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From "SIGN" to "GRUDGE."

Nine days later a code name change of Wright Field's UFO
investigation was made. Project "SIGN" became Project "GRUDGE."
There were other changes too, changes not officially documented.
February 11th marked the day when a "new view" became prevalent
at Wright Field headquarters. The ''new view'" was that people
were just '"seeing things," thus efforts were to be directed
toward dealing with a "'psychological phenomenon."

UFO expert Edward Ruppelt asserts that many of those working
for Project SIGN were not transferred to project GRUDGE, a project
that was just supposed to do recording and evaluating and in
general keep things down to a "minimum level." Most of the
personnel transferred, he made clear, were those that had
‘become committed to one theory or another to explain UFO's.

Such people were '"purged" and replaced by more "objective"
Intelligence Officers. Others left in due course because of

the normal rotation of their tour of duty. And some, the civi-
lian experts, like Dr. La Paz, quit of their own accord. With

so many fresh faces at Wright Field it wasn't that hard to handle
UFO reports in the following way: "Everything (Ruppelt claims)
was evaluated on the premise that UFO's couldn't exist. No
matter what you see or hear, don't believe it."38

A shuffle of personnel was still not enough. A document
reflecting the "results" of Project SIGN was needed, not only
for the record, but as Wright Field expressed it, for those:
"...higher echelons, and others who are required to assess the
possibility of a threat to national security presented by the 39
sighting of such large number of unidentified flying objects."

Such a document was prepared, from which the foregoing quo-
tation was lifted. It was designated "Unidentified Aerial Objects
Project SIGN,'" Technical Report No. F-TF-2274-1A, and was drawn
up by L. H. Truettner and A. B. Deyarmond of the Air Material
Command, USAF.40

Classified "Secret'" like all Project SIGN files, the docu-
ment was not completely declassified until 1967 but some por-
tions were made public right away, something we will deal with
later. Significantly, this document admits on the very first
page that Project SIGN collected little data and never obtained
", ..sufficient information to permit definite, specific con-
clusions to be made."41l It i&ated plainly that there was no
"final" project SIGN report. There was also no mention of the
controversial "estimate of the situation' of August 5, 1948.

This lack of anything "final" was offset a bit, however, by
an appendix. Before going into that, the reader may recall that
a preliminary Air Force inquiry into UFO reports during the sum-
mer of 1947 produced a document filed on September 23rd of that
year. The document went into some detail as to the apparent
characteristics of the unexplained flying objects being reported.
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attracts attention to the occurrence. 1 have an
article by Brandon...one of the sons of the man
who first investigated the great crater out in
Arizona, and a chap by the name of Hart (?) with
whom I am not personally acquainted by a physicist
apparently at Princeton, in which they attempt to
justify the occurrence of anomalous sound. They
express it roughly in this fashion. Electromag-
netic radiation is set up by....

(Dr. Teller excused to answer the phone.)

"Dr. La Paz: You wouldn't believe it anyway.
However, electromagnetic radiation is rectified
somehow by the...changed into sound that can be heard
and, therefore, you can hear the meteorite at the
same time you see it fall. In the case of the
Roswell observation apparently that occurred. We
have a group of five men--thev were near a steel
smokestack--and everylast one of them swears that -
they heard at the same time they were watching the
green fireball go by, a noise like, say, a gasoline
blowtorch. This is certainly not an ordinary explo-
sive sound. One more thing in connection with the
noises. In every other meteorite fall, any one
meteorite fall that I have investigated--that covers
many years--I have never yet found an occasion of a --
detonating fireball,without meteorites coming down
at all, in which there was not some evidence of
alarm of animals. Chickens will fly around to try
to get under cover. Dogs will howl and try to get
into the house. Horses will run away. In the case
of the Texas fall, in spite of the tremendous area
in which the light was observed, we found not a single
case in which the animals were disturbed. We knew
of the case of a farmer who had, in sunny Texas, a
pond with a five-inch layer of ice, who reported
that a meteorite had fallen through the ice on that
pond, had broken a hole. Captain Neef here put on a
pair of rubber boots and very thoroughly searched
the pond without finding a meteorite. Even in that
case there was no evidence of alarm by the animals.
I believe with that summary, I'd better cease opera-
tions and have you ask questions.

"Question (source not identified): How many
observed falls? -

"Dr. La Paz: 1I'd like to classify those into
three groups. I would say that there are ten instan-
ces that definitely merit the most serious considera-
tion. They are strictly analogous to the green fire-
balls of the night of December 12th. On top of that,
there must be something of the order of twenty more -
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"Comdr. Mandelkorn: Well, wouldn't phenomena
of this nature have been reported to the Society,
no matter where they occurred?

"Dr. La Paz: Yes, I would think so. For
example, you can consult the so-called meteor
notes of the American Meteor Society, and popular
astronomy, they are published from month to month
with the President, C.C. Olivia, Director of the
Florida Observatory at the University of Pennsylvania.
I've been through those very carefully. There's
one single solitary case of a fireball which by
one of the observers--a doubly observed fireball--
so it was possible for me to....in which one of the
observers mentions a green color. Not this peculiar
yellow-green which most people in that work find
unusual, and in the case of that the elevation
determined is of the order of, oh 199 kilometers
from the beginning point and roughly 100 for the
end, so I think it is only an ordinary fireball;
nothing unusual about. it. That was the only case
I found. %

"Comdr. Mandelkorn: According to recent records,
where the observation conditions in other parts of
the country satisfactory? At least part of the time?

"Dr. La Paz: Well, I infer from the fact that
we have had so much trouble out here and the East
has been bragging about its climatic advantages;
that probably during the recent months, they have
had good observancy. I haven't attempted a full
scale check on that.

"Comdr. Mandelkorn: Let's put it this way then:
Have there been a sufficient number of fireballs
reported in the last 60 days in other parts of the
country to lead us to infer that had some of these
occurred, they would have been reported?

"Dr. La Paz: 1 think that definitely is true.
To my knowledge, as far as the contacts I've had
with Olivia and so on, there was nothing out of the
normal noticed in the East, and in the South, shall
we say as far up as White Sands. Whether the
Harvard Observatory set-up observed anything
peculiar or not, I don't know. We tried right
away to get that information. We were told by the
gentleman in charge down there, I'm sure this will
be of interest to you, that it was impossible to make
an estimate of the approximate wave and angstroms
without detailed spectroscopic equipment, which he
did not possess. So whether the Captain actually
cut out the spectrum charts and sent them to him
or not, I don't know, but it was considered.
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BSRA RELEASE ‘ AERTAL FHINOMENA &

#3-A9 p.1 Night of Dec.3, 1948 %\ ,;;3@
\';:?"3 b

UNITED PRESS DISPATCHES — Indiana wire -- Dec. 3. 8:41 p.m. : '7; 7 O
Waukegan, I1l. Two truck drivers reported to police tongiht at Weu- " “?.‘3 7°‘ A
kegan, Ill., that they saw a large airplane plunge into Lake Michigan = "«’/u
about & mile off Vaukegan. Howewer, a two-hour search of the area " ...: . Ya7TL o
disclosed no sign of an air disaster. The truck drivers told police o 2 b
theysaw the plane burst into flames and crash into the lake about <l ‘;.}5 AR 4
5:30 p.m. CST. Coast Guard stations at Chicago and Kenosha, Wiscon- wa¥
sin, sent boats to the scene, but they had reported nothinz after L} i
a two-and-a-half hour search. Air search by a naval plane from the Ch

Glenview Air Base was hampered by darkress A "disturbance® in the :.n2
area was reported by persons ebozrd a Wisconsin Central Airlines

Plane which flew over the area about the time the truckers reported

to police. 3But airports in the Chicago area say no planes have been
reported missing. B :

An hour and ‘'a half after this repbrt. a "flaring wheél'.fell‘
over Bellefontaine, Chio. Here follow the final clippings on the case -
;s supplied by the DAILY EXAMINER of Belfontaine, Ohio, under date of

MILITARY NOW HAS WHESL MYSTERY: POLICE CHIEF SAYS INVEZSTIGATION
OF MYSTERIOUS FLAMES HERE IS YZT UNDER WAY. :

, Police Chief A.D. Padden Monday said the investigation of

the burning 'wheel' incident Friday night has been referred to the
Proper military authorities. He said the origin of the whneel had not
Yet been determined and declined further comment. Remains of the
wheel that seemed to fall out of the sky about 7:00 p.m. Friday in
the Center Ave. - Ezyes St. area were sent to the Wright-Patterson -
2ir base at Dayton in the hope officials of the Air Force Experiment-
al Genter could give an answar to the mystery. At Wright Field, Col.
C.H. Welch said ... he knew nothing on an airplane that would behave
as did the 'wheel'... and Imew of no experiments being conducted.Col.
Welch said it was possible it might have been a magnesium flare used
by pilots in making night pictures, but added 'there wers no night
photo flights frcm the field at that time. W.H. Reynolds, 549 Center
Ave., observed the object go past his home and fall, buring with much
smoke, in a field to the east. ' : ’

The foregoing quotations were sent the BSRA hdqrs. by VINCENT H.GADDIS,
well-known as a writer and investigator. We have received a large
number of clips on this, from BSRA friends; no sétisfactory explana-
tion has as yet come to our attention. Is there a connection with
events noted in paragraph I =bove, and with the reported "disturbance"?
{As all BSR 4ssociates know, wanile all press stories are suspect on
general principles, all smug and facile ‘explanations' are equally g0).

. - I1lustration No. 9-a .

AT E




A GLANCE AT THE PRESS: - BSRA Release Z-A-9. p.2.

(It is almost impossible to evaluate a press story as it stands; 1t
requires the time and effort and on-the-spot inquiry of an honcst and
competent investigator, to.get a worthwhile report. So these hendings
quoted below are only samples of the kind of material taat constantly
flows into BSRA Hdqrs., and of the interest of the prcss and (presumably)
of the public. 4 clipping service for all leading newspepers (U.S. or
world) would soon fiXl scores of volumes with such "odd news® — or Iies
and delusions, if you prefer — 1t will not pay to generalize either way).

FLYING SAUCERS NOW HUSH-HUSE - i.e.,"classified information® by the
armed services. (Seattle Post-I.' 3-13-49). —- FLYING DISC' at Long Beach
(60-1b. greenish steel disc * San Diego Jour. 3-21-49 -~ FIREBALL SEEN
IN SKY AT SEATTLE (1-28-49) —— BALL TRAILING FIRE OVER KENTUCKY (1-16-9 )~
BUTTER~-COLORED DISC IN SKY (Victcria, B.C. 2-12-49) — STRANGE DISPLAY
OF LIGETS (over Red Lion; N.Y. dispatch 12-10-48); -- SILVER BALL IN SEY
OVER MAINE (4-9-48) — MYSTERIOUS ’HSSILES IN U.S. ZO0YE OF GERMANY . .
ima.ny clips, various sources. ca. 2-22-49) -- FLAMING WHELL FALLS IN OEIO

many clips; 12-4-49) —- WHITZ LIGHT OVER TUCSON -~ TERRIFIC SPEED (Ariz.
Star, 10-9-48) -- Silver Soucer in Sky over Langland Island, Denmark,
8-28-48) -- TRANSLUCENT SPHERICAL OBJECTS OVER SAN FRANCISCO (3-21—48)--
Flaming Object over Augusta, le. (S.F. Exam. 1-3-49) - YELLOW-ORANGE-
RED OBJECT OVER EALAMAZOO (K. Gazette, 9-5-48) — ROCKET SPURTING FLAME
OVER RISING SUN, IND. (recent) —- Explosion in Air Cver.San Joaquin
Valley, (10-12-48) —— "SKY OCTOPUS" SEEN OVER SWEDEN (8-23-48) —-

MYSTERY OF THE FALLING R0SZ PETALS (Philippines). 1-14-49; many
clips. —— DENSE SMOKE? NO FIRS in San Diego house {(S.D.Union, 1-22-49)—-
MYSTERY FUMES IN SCHOOL (Pensacola Jour. 11-12-48) -- FLIGUDS OF BIRDS
CRACK UP ( in N.Y. a.nd Philadelphia, 9-11-48) -~ WIERD TRACKS ALONG TEE
SUWANEE: (meny clips) -~ Series of Strange Holes in Golden Gate Park,
S.F. News, 10-29-48 — STRANGE HUMMING NOISE over parts &f 3ritain
during last six years (many clips) ...

FIVE NOW DEAD IN HEX ‘CASE (Wash.Post 11-28-48) -~ Snowflaces with
Holes, like doughnuts, in Idaho; Sandpoint News, 1-6-49§ - Police
try (and fail) to catch ghost; Rochester, N.H, 8-29-49 -- Wonder Horsa A
Discusses Politics (Ricnmond Times Dispatch, 10-25-48. :

----------——--------—--—--—------—-------

And Dr. Karl T. Compton says: 'A return to px:folic confidence in ,
scientists would mean great progress toward the future contributions of
science to national security'. (Yes ~ confidence in their honesty as a
class; not necessarily in their é,ood Juﬂgnent and competence. in either
science or statecraft).

—— - ———— —— W - - - - —.-—-.-—---—-----—.c-.—--—

Por the "Beat thie 1f you ‘ean" dept.- "Dr. Morris vishbein(; ')sn.id
today, psychological quacks are fleecing the public of millions of $$$
a year.® (!!). "Witch-Doctors, Cherlatans!® cries Jr.M.F. 4.quack, by
defirition, is any practitioner of henling arts who does NOT belong to
the American Medical Assoclation! —~--- Gouod article on firewalking,
Mechznix Ilivsirated, Meveh 1949 —— FATE Mcgezine, Vol.II No.l, has
article or BSRA, the San Ding» ssances, etc. NOT written by M.L. .but

" by Roger Grahan, (physicist, ios Avgeles).

et Illustra.tion No. 9‘-b
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sighted by rocket experts at White Sands Proving
Ground, New Mexico.

"Durlng a visit there last week, I was told
by a top Navy officer who has had long experlence
in observing high-altitude missiles:

"'"While sunbathing one day recently I saw a
mysterious object cavorting high in the air above
me.

"'Just before that, I turned in a report to
Washington that two such objects were observed
by a party of rocket experts visiting here. At
that time I was skeptical. They insisted that
I make the report.'"97

Further on in the article Conover mentioned a name that was
familiar. This individual also seemed well disposed toward the
subject of flying disks:

"'Flying disks,' said Comdr. Robert McLaughlin,
who since 1939 has been engaged in rocket research,
'"have nothing to do with any experiments carried on
by American scientists or for that matter by anyone
on earth."98

Shirley confronted Conover in the offices of the Citizen-News

and found him as evasive and cagey as Miles and Roberts. Much
of the article Conover admitted he: "...sort of dreamed up."99

Questioned September 19th, Navy Captains Gorry and McLaughlin:

..advised that insofar as they were concerned the article con-
ta1ned in the Los Angeles Times dated 30 August 1949, contained
no factual data whatsoever(17)."10 According to Capt. Gorry,
both Miles and Roberts had talked w1th numerous Naval personnel
at White Sands and the April 24th UFO Arrey case was one of the
topics discussed.l10l Gorry volunteered his opinion that UFOQ
reports had no validity, at White Sands or anywhere else. That
same afternoon a visit to the White Sands Photographic Office
turned up a denial by Lt. Alexander Szabo, who was in charge of
such things, that there was any picture of UFO's on file.

"Unconventional Aircraft Project."

Why was the Army so uptight and the Navy so indifferent?
Well, one can make a guess or two. It was true that the Army at
Camp Hood was very concerned about safeguarding of the atomic
weapon storage area and the repeated visits of mystery 'balls
of fire." That fact, and the lack of assistance given the Army
by the Air Force's Project GRUDGE ignoring messages imploring aid,
left the Army to its own devices. The possibility that the Army
was doing more about UFO's than twiddling its thumbs would explain
a puzzling remark by a Lt. Paul Davidson in his capacity as
Technical Advisor to the Army PIO at White Sands. Lt. Davidson
declared: '"...the Naval unit is fully cognizant that the Army's
Unconventional Aircraft Project is classified as 'Restricted'
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dropped when the Air Force eventually upgraded the service's

UFO investigative effort. Ruppelt claims that the word GRUDGE
was never resurrected because: '"...someone in the Pentagon sug-
gested that 'Grudge' gave the impression that the project was
taking the job begrudingly."222

"Civilian Saucer Intelligence."

The seeming repudiation of the UFO question by the Air Force
could not but help lead to a disturbing development: the civilian
investigation of reports of unexplained aerial objects.

When some UFO activity convulsed the population of North and
South Carolina on December 28th, John DuBarry of True magazine
did the only thing that seemed logical if he wanted to learn
the real story since the Air Force was 'mo longer interested."

He hopped a train heading south.

Instead of discouraging the public, the Air Force in the
future would be faced with serious and unwelcomed unofficial
competition. Official conclusions about flying saucer reports
would have to endure severe tests in the years to come.

DuBarry did a credible job. After his interviews with wit-
nesses, he arranged his notes under different headings: 'shape,”
"color," "altitude,'" '"direction," 'size," etc., and added a final
heading: "my opinion."223

Since there were numerous witnesses plus the fact that there
had been other such ''ghost rocket" reports from the eastern
seaboard during the latter part of 1949, it might be of interest
to review the case.

According to the Associated Press, the UFO in question was

initially spotted over Fayetteville, North Carolina, about 4:30 p.m.,

diving straight down out of the afternoon sky. The thing was des-
cribed by observers as appearing like a "white blob," or as one
individual expressed it, like a '"drop of quicksilver.'" Yet another
witness compared the thing to a "vertical neon lighting tube."

The thing came out of its dive, leveled off, turning over as it

did so0.224,225 wWwhatever it was, its appearance was so dramatic

and strange, persons squinted skyward and pilots took off in
private planes in pursuit:

"...two pilots said it appeared to be a streak
of smoke about fifteen or twenty feet long coming
from an unseen plane. But the object, the pilots
said, retained its shape during the ten or fifteen
minutes that they followed it. The four pilots
who chased it said they were unable to gain on it
in their planes.'226

What DuBarry ascertained after analyzing his notes on the
times and locations of different accounts and using these calcu-
lations as a baseline, was that the UFO must havs Veen 100 miles
high and of tremendous size! Shades of Norwood! 2 However, it
is probably safe to say that DuBarry was way off in his calcula-

tions but the UFO must have been sizeable and very high.
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ILLUSTRATIONS

Mysterious Image Over Cincinnati, Ohio. One Witnesses'
Conception. :

Grey Goose and the Roto-Plane.
"Saucer'" Over Dnepropetrovsk, Russia.
The "Thing" Over Raceland, Louisiana, on November 18, 1949.

Cone-Shaped Object Over Langley, Virginia, on December 30, 1949.























