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INITIAL TELEPHONE INTERVIEW WITH WILLIAM E. SMITH, JR. [A second video-taped 
interview was conducted on 25 August 2001(b).] 
 
WS = Bill Smith 
JK = Jim Klotz 
 
(Phone Ringing) 
 
WS Hello. 
 
JK Yes, Bill?  
 
WS Yes. 
 
JK Yeah, this is James. Actually, I usually go by Jim. 
 
WS Let's see. So this is about UFOs after all these years, huh? 
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JK Yeah, well, it's about that incident in October. 
 
WS Right. 
 
JK If you will allow me, I will explain to you how we came to be interested in this and 

how we got to this point. In January or February of last year, the copilot of the B-52 
that was in the area that night went to a civilian UFO organization in Chicago called the 
Center for UFO Studies. 

 
WS Okay. 
 
JK CUFOS. He filled out one of their report forms on this incident and provided some 

detail that was not in the Blue Book documents. Some of the members of the group 
[SHG] that I work with are on the board of the Center for UFO Studies. 

 
WS Right. 
 
JK And so this case seemed to have elements to it that were of interest because there are so 

many witnesses, both ground and airborne visual sightings as well as radar and so on—
that we wanted to see if we could document it further, and over the last six or seven 
months, my partner and I have been able to locate every one who was on board that B-
52 except one fellow who has passed away. He was the radar operator [Bomb 
Navigator Maj. Charles Richey]. But the radar navigator who sat beside him is with us. 

 
WS Right. 
 
JK And they granted us interviews, and like I said, it was the copilot that kind of started 

this thing off, and that copilot was so well respected by the other guys that they thought  
if he wants to go forward with this they were willing to talk with me about it. In fact, 
some of those guys have granted us video interviews. 

 
WS I see, okay. 
 
JK We have obtained a copy of the Blue Book documents and the sighting forms that were 

filled out at the time are in those records, and yours is one of those. And so since we 
have completed talking with the people who were in the B-52, we're working on the 
people on duty that night on the ground. 

 
WS Right. 
 
JK And we have located a couple of those people.  The two maintenance guys at 

November-7—O'Connor and Isley.  I found both of those folks and talked to them 
about the incident and they gave interviews, and James Bond who was the FSC at 
November-1. I located him and talked to him, and so since there was things that 
happened in the Oscar area—  
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WS That's where I was at Oscar. 
 
JK And it's been, of course, kind of difficult finding you because of the number of Smiths 

out there. 
 
WS (Laughing). I'll bet. 
 
JK But, you know, on your form you have William E. Smith, Jr. We were able to pare this 

down to a list of about 100.  In fact, yours was the next-to-the-last one I called this 
morning. 

 
WS Wonderful. Well, I have been interested over the years, as a matter of fact, I have 

talked about that incident from time to time. I am a college teacher. 
 
JK Oh, I'll be darned. 
 
WS And from time to time I have discussed that incident with my students because it did 

have a major impact upon me at that point, and of course, it was always left open and 
the government decided that it's not going to say very much. But I know what I saw and 
I know the other guys that were there, the crew members, the ones on the ground and in 
the air, and I listened as we were connected with the capsule and the bomber and back 
at the base everybody was on the same line—and some amazing, startled people were 
saying "My gosh," and we're all seeing the same thing, you know, seeing this thing at 
the same time. 

 
JK Right. 
 
WS And again, I had my crew, ground crew, I went out with them. I had one guy who was 

driving who was a little bit shaky but I said, "No, we're going to go out." So I went out 
with him, and we were trying to look around the sites and where we had seen some of 
these things and where we had heard that they were coming down, and boy, it was just 
strange, because my guys were ready to shoot anything that moved, they were ready to 
shoot a cow. 

 
JK Right. 
 
WS And the guys out in the field out there, we were just out there searching. But I wanted 

to get closer to contact, just, you know, crazy, dumb, young idiot out there, but I knew 
what I saw and I knew it was something that was extra phenomenal—in my mind, 
anyway. 

 
JK Right. 
 
WS So I wanted to get closer. In your research, do you recall that one of the sites in Oscar 

had some radiation that was not explained? Was that part of the study that— 
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JK That's not in the documents, but yes, I have heard about that. There was a lieutenant 

colonel who was the commander of the Combat Support Group—and you may have 
met him while you were filling the report form because he was the designated UFO 
investigation officer. His name was Arthur Werlich. 

 
WS Was he a full-bird colonel? 
 
JK He was a lieutenant colonel. 
 
WS Okay.  I do remember a lieutenant colonel, yes.  I dealt with a lieutenant colonel in my 

interview. 
 
JK Right, that would have been him. And he collected the sighting forms and wrote the 

reports to the Foreign Technology Division, which was the parent of Project Blue 
Book—at Wright-Patterson. Now, he has passed away but both of his daughters who 
were living with him on base at the time are alive. I located both of them and spoke 
with both of them.  They clearly recall him getting a call in the middle of the night. 
And you know, being either on the line or at some point talking to O'Connor or Isley 
who were at N-7, because they were the first guys to see it, according to everything I 
can find. 

 
WS Right. 
 
JK And they reported it, and it kind of spread, and they patched O'Connor and Isley 

through to various people, including, I assume your capsule and others and the tower. 
Because they were talking to the B-52 that happened to be in the area. 

 
WS Right. 
 
JK One of those daughters recalls Colonel Werlich speaking about radiation at one of the 

sites, so that's all I really have on that; however, in the documents, there is information.  
Werlich reported that there was a break-in at one of the Oscar sites. 

 
WS We had alarms that went off. We responded to it, and our gate was open. And we 

couldn't find, you know, we did the proper thing you do for sites and everything was 
buttoned down, as we could tell. Well, the next day one of our investigators, I think it 
was on officer, and I think it was a second lieutenant or first lieutenant or something of 
that nature came out and did an inspection. I think he had, and I don't know why—
when I say one of our people, I think he was a missile member, maintenance person. 
And he came out with a team, as a matter of fact, and I don't know why, but they did 
have a Geiger counter. 

 
JK Now, in one of Werlich's reports, he said that he wanted to go out there with a Geiger 

counter. But it doesn't say that he did. 
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WS Somebody did. I was on scene, I was still on duty the next day. 
 
JK Right. 
 
WS And I'm not sure, I can't remember. I think it was a maintenance lieutenant or 

something of that nature came and was doing the investigation, so I went out as well to 
let them know that this is strange because we had never in my experience there found a 
gate wide open -- with those locks that we had. It was, you know, unless you had a 
key—or unless you broke the lock. The lock was not broken. The gate was open. And 
we just knew we had somebody on that site with all the weird things going on. 

 
JK Right.  You know, the timing of that is very suggestive because it was right in the 

middle of when things were going on. 
 
WS Right, right. And so we did that—go through the process of investigating the site and 

all the other things were locked and buttoned down, but that gate being open, we were 
not happy with that. As a matter of fact, I think that's why they sent somebody out, 
since we did find that strange situation like that, and they did find radiation on part of 
the site that was away from the missile —on the parking area.  Typically, you had the 
missile and you had a service area, which was right next to it. Most of the time that's 
where we got into, legally, we had keys to that and opened up that thing and get down 
inside and check it out. 

 
JK Right, the support equipment. 
 
WS Yes. When I was working as an inspector, I used to hide down there from the guys and 

scare the doo-doo out of them under the subfloor and things like that.  Well, we went 
through that whole process, and I was with my crew when they did that, I sort of as 
supervisor decided that I needed to go out there and find out what's going on. I stayed 
with the crew, which I didn't have to, as being in charge of the security of the site. 
Anyway, and so that's how I knew what went on.  When the lieutenant was out there, 
they did find a circular ring of low-grade radiation, and he called it low-grade such that 
it would not be enough to contaminate people, but it was nonetheless a circular pattern 
of radiation. That freaked us out.  I am telling you, right then I said, "Oh, shucks." He 
was serious about that, and I was, you know, I was there and saw where he had seen 
this pattern, and I said, "Now, what could that be?"  Now, I wanted to go back and 
mention something else to you as well. 

 
JK Sure, sure. 
 
WS I don't know which of the sites made the alarm initially. I know that we had been 

watching these lights at Oscar for a couple of days before we said anything. They had 
been moving back and forth.  So we were sitting at the desk, and we usually shut the 
lights out at night and, you know, about 9:00 or so, after it got dark, we'd see these 
lights, and I kept wondering, I said, Why is it that these lights are doing this?  Number 
one, why would we have helicopters out that late at night?  Because the reason I 
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thought helicopters is because they were doing some strange things, they were not 
flying just straight. 

 
JK They were moving in ways that a fixed-wing aircraft would not move? 
 
WS Yes. And then they would stop and hover. That's why we thought helicopter, but it 

bothered us because we could —on a clear night, you could see all the way to the base. 
We were that close at Oscar. 

 
JK I don't think that the location of the missile sites was ever classified. 
 
WS No, they weren't. 
 
JK They depended on dispersal. 
 
WS Right. And then being buttoned down hard enough and response times and all that kind 

of stuff. 
 
JK Well, right. And the way—I am looking at this map right now. In fact, I have penciled 

in the names of the people that I know were present at those locations on my map here 
as a reference, and it looks to me like Oscar-1 was straight up Highway 83 from the 
base. 

 
WS Exactly. And you could see the approach of aircraft.  We used to watch the approach of 

the aircraft, B-52s coming in, and so we knew what the general thing was.  Having 
nothing else to do you watch those things. 

 
JK Sure. 
 
WS Well, these lights did strange things—they would go back and forth. And B-52s and 

other aircraft that would come in, you would barely be able to see them on a very clear 
night. Well, some nights it wasn't very clear and these lights were far too big. We kept 
saying, why are these lights—and it would be moving back and forth, and so we 
watched them for a while, and I don't know, several nights. So we discussed it, and then 
one of my crews saw something that was a little bit strange and we started getting more 
and more concerned.  Well, I finally called my capsule crew. The night of the B-52 
incident, I was on the phone with my capsule crew.  They were really not believing us.  
They were a little skeptical, "Ah, come on, you guys." 

 
JK Right. 
 
WS Well, then we had a missile targeting crew that was on one of our sites also. 
 
JK That night? 
 
WS That night. 
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JK Would that be referred to as a camper team? 
 
WS No, we did have a camper team—yes, a security camper team, but there was a targeting 

crew, there was a captain who vacated the capsule or vacated the actual targeting 
missile; he shut it up that night.  And I recall that very well because I was off duty at 
five or six o'clock, but anyway, we kept talking about this, talking it up.  The crew, 
capsule crew thought we were crazy.  They said, "Come on, you guys."  I said, "Sir, 
these lights are not acting correctly; they're just not.  And they're too large, they're not 
aircraft." We'd already called—as a matter of fact, I called my missile control center, 
had them check to see if we had any aircraft out there. They said, "We have no aircraft 
out there flying right now tonight," but we still could see the light.  So they got closer 
and closer, and now I am on the phone with the capsule crew, and they get in touch 
with their people, and so we're talking all on the line, we're all discussing this, and I 
keep telling them, "Sir, here's what it looks like.  Now they're moving back and forth."  
So somebody mentioned, one of the control rooms, that there was an aircraft, that they 
were going to divert the B-52 from its approach and they were going to have it come up 
our way. And that's when—and I was on the phone with the capsule crews when all this 
went on. 

 
JK Right. 
 
WS So I was privy to that. They then started to believe us when a flight crew said, "Hey, 

wait a second, there is something out here." And from what I understood, it got fairly 
close.  We were not privy to all the information, but I understood that this thing got 
fairly close, and the gunner—I don't know if you got anything from the gunner—but 
my understanding was that the gunner had a very, very good view of what the thing 
was and did describe it. We got some of that information back. 

 
JK That's unusual in two ways. The other folks that I have spoken to said they didn't hear 

much of anything back, but— 
 
WS I was on the line listening to the capsule crew as they were talking to their control 

center and our control center. We had three or four control centers on; they patched 
everybody on. 

 
JK Sure, you had command posts, security controllers and so on. 
 
WS Right. And I was sitting there listening to most of this, and now, it was pretty much out 

of my hands at this point, but as I recall, that was the sequence of  events that 
happened. And the 52 crew, from what I understand, got probably the best view of all. 
Except, from what I understood, the targeting crew, the captain was called up on the 
camper and they vacated the site when they saw something that they were just 
frightened to death of. 
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JK Yes. Now this is something that I wanted to ask you about. Usually I kind of save it 
until the end because some of the aspects of this are a little disturbing. I just wanted to 
ask you before I forget.  I want to go back a little bit and make a couple remarks about 
what you said to me and what I had come across in my investigation. 

 
WS Okay. 
 
JK In one of Colonel Werlich's reports regarding the break-in at the missile site, he 

reported and I have this document in writing saying that the gate was found standing 
open, unlocked and standing open and that the personnel access hatch was unlocked 
and standing open, and that the combination lock had been moved. 

 
WS Okay. 
 
JK Now, he reported that to another headquarters, so I suspect that's reliable. 
 
WS Sure. That's not my recollection of those events, but that's okay, because a lot of things 

did happen. I know there was a major investigation after that but I did not recall that.  
We did get a penetration alarm but it was a local penetration and not the other type of 
penetration. 

 
JK Now, the document says outer and inner-ring alarms. Now, that goes to your capsule, 

doesn't it? 
 
WS That goes to the capsule, yes.  All the alarms go to the capsule. 
 
JK Right.  And then they would report that to you. 
 
WS Yes. 
 
JK Okay.  Well, let me say one thing. I have worked on another case that occurred the year 

before at Malmstrom. And the fellow that came to me with that case was a Deputy 
Combat Crew Commander. He was down in the capsule. From what he's told me and 
the people that I have interviewed on that case, I have got some understanding of how 
things were arranged and how the crews were. 

 
WS Sure. I understand that. I just don't recall the outer door being opened—of the missile 

or of the other thing, and again, that could have escaped me because I was there after 
the fact.  In other words, our team had responded and then we made the report. So that 
could be blurry. 

 
JK Well, one of the guys, one of these maintenance guys that was at November-7, either 

O'Connor or Isley, said when they were returning to the base—of course, they would 
drive north to Highway 5. They would go east on Highway 5 until they hit 83.  They 
would then go south on 83 to the base. They said as they were going east on Highway 5 
they passed a launch facility where the security police team was just arriving, and that 
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the lights were on, and my understanding is that the capsule crew —or you could turn 
those lights on remotely, or the light at the site.  But he said he passed that on the way 
and he saw, quote, what he said was “something standing up inside the fence.”  So 
now, I took that to be the access hatch because that's the only thing I can think of from 
the photographs I have seen. 

 
WS Now, did he say that there was a response team on? 
 
JK Yes, that were just arriving as they were passing. 
 
WS Okay. Which site would that have been, then? 
 
JK That was Oscar-7. 
 
WS Oscar-7, okay. 
 
JK And that jibes because that's immediately south of Highway 5 there. 
 
WS Oscar-7, okay. 
 
JK That was one of the things I wanted to ask you if you recalled which one it was. 
 
WS I have no idea. 
 
JK But that's pretty close to the LCF, a couple miles away really. 
 
WS I just knew it was—I'm trying to think. I want to say it was west. Let's see. I want to 

say it was west, but gosh, everything just get blurry after that. It was dark. At that point, 
you know, when I first went out there, I did a lot of the driving around. I became a 
supervisor, and after that I didn't do that much driving around. 

 
JK But those roads didn't change much. 
 
WS No, they didn't, but I was a supervisor.  I started at Oscar just for a very short time, then 

I went to Mike, I stayed most of my time when I was on patrol at Mike, and then I 
came back to Oscar as a supervisor. 

 
JK Oh, I see. 
 
WS So I didn't really drive Oscar that much. 
 
JK Right, okay. 
 
WS Yeah. But at any rate, I’m surely not going to sit here and say that I remember all the 

specific details of that.  Some of the things I do, of course, because I was directly 
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involved.  But were you able to contact the individual who was on the site on duty that 
night and who went to the site, Oscar-7 or whatever? 

 
JK No, not yet.  That's one of the things I am hoping that you might remember some first 

names or where these guys might have been from. 
 
WS I can't even remember any of the guys at all. 
 
JK Oh, okay. Now, it shows at Oscar-1, it shows you as FSC. And then it shows a name. I 

will just spell it to you. It's B-A-J-G-I-A-R.  Bajgiar, I guess. 
 
WS Oh, okay. Bajgier. If I recall, that name does sound very familiar. 
 
JK Yeah. I am hoping that as you think about this later on a first name might come to you. 
 
WS Bagjier. 
 
JK Yeah.  The other is Vennedall.   
 
WS Okay. This one doesn't ring a bell, but Bagjiar does. 
 
JK Okay.  Those are the two, and they were Airmen First Class. 
 
WS Right, yeah.  Bagjier was a black male, I remember him. 
 
JK Oh, all right. I have got a document here I am looking at from the Blue Book, and it's a 

resume of the events. It says, "The following personnel at the listed LCFs sighted the 
UFO at the times indicated.  And for Oscar, it says, Staff Sergeant Smith, Airman First 
Class Bagjiar, Airman First Class Vennedall.  Then it has this camper team. Now, 
would those guys have been security police or— 

 
WS Yes, they would have been—a camper teams normally went out and stayed on the site 

either while crews were working—targeting crews were working or if they couldn't 
button the site up tight enough—if they couldn't get all the alarms to set up. We had to 
have a camper team sent out there to baby-sit the missile directly. 

 
JK Now, that's what Jim Bond told me. He was the FSC at November. Jim told me if you 

got snow drifts or something that screwed up the outer perimeter alarms, that you 
would send a camper team there. 

 
WS Oh, gosh, we had camper teams all over the place during snow drifts. We would have 

to go out and try to set those alarms and get them to work so that our campers could go 
back because we only had a finite number of camper teams. And if you had a 
maintenance, if you had crews that were working, of course, then you had to have 
something upstairs to make sure somebody doesn't drop things in on the top of them.  
So we had campers all over that missile place. 
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JK Now, do you think it would be reasonable to guess—I don't want to say the word 

"assume," but guess that this targeting crew was at the place where the camper team 
was at? 

 
WS Yes, yes. 
 
JK Okay.  Now, that was Oscar-6. 
 
WS Right. As a matter of fact, we did have a camper as I recall. We did have a camper on 

there because they were working inside, and the team was, I guess, surprised. As a 
matter of fact, if you could find out who that was, the camper crew member I think also 
saw what the targeting crew saw. He called the people from downstairs as a matter of 
fact. 

 
JK Well, we do have one report that this object, being a large object—came down very 

close over the top of a two-man team somewhere. And it came very close to them and 
that they were extremely frightened by this event and that there was damage to the 
vehicle in the form of blistered paint on the roof. 

 
WS Oh, really? Okay. 
 
JK I have one person who is saying this. And they just heard it, you know. It's one of those 

things that I want to ask about but it isn't solid yet. 
 
WS The only thing that I know about, we did have maintenance going on and it was a 

targeting team from my understanding, and the captain told the capsule crew that he 
was not staying on that site any longer and they buttoned up and left. 

 
WS Right, right, right.  Well, you know, I listen to talk radio.  I listen to Art Bell. As a 

matter of fact, I was visiting his site the other night because of some things that I had 
heard on there, and I often think about this because people are calling in with their 
experiences. 

 
JK Right. 
 
WS And we were of course told not to talk about this, and I know that as time has gone by, 

people still anecdotally discuss it.  We were told not to discuss it with the press. 
 
JK Right, of course, and not to talk to anyone else because it was classified. From what I 

understand, someone from Washington, and this may be in your report or it may not be, 
but somebody from D.C. or maybe Wright-Patterson came and spent some time on our 
sites out there. 

 
WS Did you have a report of that? 
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JK Well, one of the B-52 crew said that there was a team from Washington that came out. 
 
WS I remember a colonel or a major came out and spent some time in a camper at some of 

our —the reason I know that he was there is because we were told that he was going to 
be spending some time, and he had a camper, I think he borrowed one of our campers 
and was going to be out and about, and we were given his name and all that kind of 
thing so we could identify him, but he was not on site but he was posted near site, and 
he was just out there trying to see what he could see. That was my understanding of the 
whole thing, anyway. 

 
JK Well, Project Blue Book—I don't know if you have dug into this at all over the years or 

you know much about it, but they really didn't have much of an investigative team.  
They only had four people on staff at Wright-Patterson for the project. 

 
WS Right. Half-hearted approach. 
 
JK It was a colonel or a captain in charge and then a secretary and a staff sergeant. But 

there were other organizations that did come out. Now, one of the B-52 guys recall a 
team, he said a team of several people, maybe three or four people came from 
Washington. But that's all we have. There is nothing in the documents that indicate 
that, and the guy can't remember what their unit of origin or their activity name was so 
we could try to trace it. 

 
WS If they're from Washington, they were—Blue Book was out of Wright-Pat, wasn't it? 
 
JK That's correct. 
 
WS Yeah. The person, as I recall, was from I want to say Washington, and I think he was 

either a major or a colonel, and we were given his information because, again, anybody 
that sits up close to sites, we were supposed to monitor them and approach them and 
identify who they were. And I remember one time my team reported that he was at one 
of our very northern sites, and I think Oscar-2, which is almost up near the Canadian 
border. I think they had reported he was there. They had identified him. And this, you 
know, so we just let him alone because, again, we had information he was going to be 
out and it was based upon the project and upon the information that we had already 
submitted to the process.  But, yeah, really interesting things, I am telling you. 

 
JK Yeah, this is a fascinating case for me.  I have been working on it almost every day for   

six or seven months now. 
 
WS Isn't it interesting how we have strange bed fellows here.  How after all these years 

people are talking about an incident that happened that seemingly the government 
doesn't want us to talk about probably. 

 
JK Well, the Blue Book conclusions—I mean, I believe I can say that it's fairly well 

established that what Blue Book’s job was to provide an explanation. 
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WS A satisfactory explanation. That would not be too extraordinary. 
 
JK Right. 
 
WS So the media wouldn't start involving—or getting involved in various aspects of this 

and getting people all in an uproar. 
 
JK And I think probably also to hold rumor down amongst the military personnel. 
 
WS Oh, absolutely. And we were probably some of the more credible people other than 

civilians, you know, like police officers, firemen. We're relatively credible people 
because we just came to observe. And when we start saying there is something out here 
that's not right, and I do recall so vividly how when I first approached my capsule with 
it, I was a little hesitant when I first approached my capsule, the captain in the capsule, 
they didn't want to hear it, they were not interested.  "Now, Sergeant Smith, come on."  
"No, sir, here's what's happening.  These are not normal phenomena.  It's not doing 
what normal aircraft would do.  It stops, it moves, it goes up, it goes down."  It just 
does not do the right kind of thing for the kind of aircraft that we have today. 

 
WS I had been looking at the Discovery channel the other night, and from what I 

understand, supposedly, of course anecdotal things, but there was a lady's book on 
UFOs that I forgot to take down, but she was discussing the fact that the Germans, prior 
to World War II —no, well, I guess somewhere where either prior to or the beginning 
of World War II came across some UFO technology. 

 
JK Uh-huh. 
 
WS Extraterrestrial technology. We had knowledge of some of that, and by the end of the 

war, of course, they were making great strides. As you know, they started jet aircraft 
and other kinds of —This interviewer said that essentially when we came across this 
material at Roswell and other places, I guess that supposedly we were -- we had 
advanced some 250 years probably ahead of where we really should be right now. In 
microcircuitry, fiber optics and stuff like that that came from this technology. It brought 
all this stuff back again to me because I am saying, you know, well, that could well be 
true. 

 
JK I don't really want to discuss those cases because I don't think they're, either Roswell or 

the quote/unquote Nazi saucers, you know, the technological advancements. Now, 
there were some circular airframes that had been documented that were being 
developed by the Nazis. But, I haven't seen anything really documented that convinces 
me. 

 
WS Right. Well, anyway, I think it's all very interesting because it does sort of come full 

circle when people can surely see things and know what they see and can't be deterred 
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from that or shaken from that, and again, a clear investigation and highlighting of these 
things I think is very important. 

 
JK Right. Boy, we would sure like to be able to figure out who the people at Oscar-6 were, 

you know, the targeting team and so on. But we have got nothing on that. 
 
WS Other than the flight crew, I think they would be the closest people that I would be 

aware of up in that area because they were, from what I understood, very, very close 
and went down behind some trees, as I recall, our camper guy calling back and then the 
captain coming up, and several of the crew members did see it because he indicated to 
them something was going on. 

 
JK Well, the location that—and I have got in the documents, it refers a couple of times to 

quote/unquote apparent landing. And it quotes some of the security police on duty as 
seeing this thing come down and apparently land. 

 
WS Right. 
 
JK And I will tell you right now that in fact the two pilots of the B-52—now, the gunner 

doesn't have a window so he can't see out of the plane. But the two pilots have the only 
windows, you know, windshield that they can look out of. And they made one circuit, 
which is a penetration, they started at 20,000 and they were coming down, it's a 
standard penetration procedure, and they 1were a training crew or an evaluation crew, 
StanEval Crew, and they had a pilot on board they were evaluating. And so this guy 
being evaluated is in the pilot's seat, and this thing came close to them and they saw it 
on radar, and it came—first on radar at about three miles and then moved very quickly 
to one mile, and when it was at the one-mile distance, they lost the ability to transmit 
from both of their transmitters. 

 
WS I was going to ask you about that because I was on line and I overheard some of that. 

The capsule let us listen in on some of the transmissions that were going back and forth 
with the tower. And there was some transmission lost. I was going to ask if you had 
that information. 

 
JK Yeah. There's a transcript of the tape between the tower and the B-52. Although, there 

is a couple of suspicious gaps in it. 
 
WS Right. Was there something about weather radar? Was there something to do with the 

base radar not being able to pick up anything but the B-52? 
 
JK Well, that's something that is ambiguous in the document. There's two references in the 

documents about the weathers or the weather radar painting this thing. 
 
WS The weather radar was able to detect, but the standard radar that had the B-52 at one 

point was not able to pick up the object. 
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JK Well, there was a—I guess it wasn't any longer SAGE, but there was a SAGE site to 
the south of the base. And according to their documents they had nothing on their radar. 

 
WS Yeah. 
 
JK But there are two radars on the B-52. There is a gunner's radar and their standard radar, 

and they both had it. Both of them independently. Now we had very carefully kept, you 
know, we had contacted these guys in the B-52 but we didn't let them talk to each other 
until we got full interviews. And they both independently reported that they had it on 
both radars. Well, then, they completed that penetration and then went around at a low 
altitude. They made another pass at low altitude and they saw this thing either on or 
near the ground. The location is given in the documents twice, or let me rephrase that.  
It's given in the Blue Book documents once as a grid reference. The other mention in 
the copilot's report to CUFOS, and he reports seeing a very large object on the ground 
which he made a drawing of—in great detail and said the thing was maybe 200 feet 
long and a hundred feet wide—by his estimate and glowing orange. 

 
WS Right.  That would indicate then that the distance away from us that it was— 
 
JK Well, this was about two miles south of Lanford. 
 
WS And Lanford would be where from Oscar? 
 
JK I don't have it on my map but it's real close. Now, Renville is directly south of you, 

right at the intersection of 5 and 83. And I think Lanford is just like southwest of there 
a little built. 

 
WS I was going to say southwest because that's where we saw a lot of the activity, yes. Off 

to the southwest. 
 
JK Right. Now, this document here gives the names of the camper team and it's McDowell 

and Johnson, both Airmen First Class. 
 
WS Yeah. There would be no way I could remember any of those guys. 
 
JK Right. Now, it gives an initial on both of them which would make it easier to try and 

trace them, but they're virtually unreadable, I think it's R for McDowell and W for 
Johnson but I am just not certain.  

 
WS I am wondering if there's not some way that you go back and find and archive some of 

those military records. There should be a place on the internet, I would think. 
 
JK Well, I have been trying.  I have been talking to the historian at Minot. 
 
WS Right. 
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JK There are two historians there. One is the missile crew historian, and the other is the 
wing historian. 

 
WS I remember having to provide some documentation for somebody in the wing for some 

things when I won one of the awards or something of that nature. 
 
JK Right, now, unfortunately, those histories, they just apparently—I can't find them. 
 
WS They disappeared. 
 
JK Most of those histories go to the Air Force Historical Research Agency at Maxwell. 
 
WS And they're probably microfiche, at that time anyway. 
 
JK Yeah, they're microfilm now, and you can buy them, I mean, they're all unclassified but 

all of the bomb wing stuff and the strategic missile wing stuff, there's nothing in there 
about Minot. The bomb wing, all it talks about is Arclight missions in Nam. 

 
WS Okay. 
 
JK And there's also the Chaplain's reports, but that's all that exists. In talking to the 

historian at Minot, he kind of got quiet when I talked to him, and I explained to him 
carefully what we were doing, and he kind of got quiet and he says, Well, I hate to 
admit it but the record keeping in those years under the certain individual that was in 
charge of it was not very good. 

 
WS (Laughing) Oh, well.  
 
JK So. 
 
WS So maybe a blank spot there. 
 
JK Yeah. And locating Strategic Air Command operational records is no easy deal either.  

I have been at this Freedom of Information Act stuff for about a decade, and I won't say 
that I am great at it but I am fairly experienced at it, and man, I am not getting 
anywhere.  I need to ask you one thing. 

 
WS Sure. 
 
JK Do you mind if I have a tape on this for my notes? 
 
WS Not at all. 
 
JK But I need to turn my cassette over. 
 
(End of side 1) 
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WS —oh, sure. 
 
JK Refer to what we said. 
 
WS Well, sure.  I have nothing that I am trying to fabricate or hide. So please feel free. 
 
JK Yeah, it's not only a matter of courtesy, and I should have asked you up front. 
 
WS My daughter lives in Washington.  She lives in Seattle. 
 
JK Oh, is that right?  That's pretty close.  I am in a suburb about nine miles north of 

Seattle. There's a couple things I wanted to ask you here. Now, I can send you a copy 
of these Blue Book documents if you would like to see them. 

 
WS I would love to have a copy, yes. And it also may help me remember some things, too.   
 
JK Yeah, that's my hope.  We really would like to get ahold of the other security police 

that were with you or on that camper team. 
 
WS Ken, Ken Bagjiar is the name of that other—It all starts to come back when you start 

thinking about it. And I can see his face. I am wondering. There used to be pictures and 
things like that. We used to take pictures of all of our groups of our flights, and I am 
just wondering. Have you tried Air Force locators? 

 
JK Yeah. I just had a long last three weeks, I have been negotiating with the National 

Personnel Records Center in St. Louis. They have the records there but they will not 
search a name unless you can provide either a service number or a Social Security 
number. 

 
WS You know, I have some old documents, some old things, and I will start looking 

through those. I know I have some old pictures, and old training documents and 
records. As a matter of fact, I have been meaning to go get rid of those things because 
they're just collecting dust. 

 
JK Well, hey, what an opportunity to go through them. 
 
WS Wow, that's awesome. 
 
JK Now, the B-52 crew had a crew photograph. 
 
WS Right. 
 
JK And they—if fact, two of them did.  In fact, one of the crew was just going to leave the 

Air Force and go to work for Delta Airlines. He became a big wheel in Delta, and he's 
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retired now, but for the occasion of his going-away party, they had a crew photograph 
and everybody signed it, and two of the B-52 crew actually had copies of that. 

 
WS What happens when you get as much data as you can? What's your ultimate goal? 
 
JK (Well, let me close this window. The trucks are making a lot of noise here). The 

purpose of our group is to secure and keep for future research as much good 
information as we can. Other initiatives that the group is working on is like when 
people get out of the field or pass away, their libraries and their document collections 
and so on, we're trying to make sure that we get those and get them stored.  So we're 
definitely not a publicity-oriented group. My partner has a video production company 
but all we're really doing at the moment is working on these oral history interviews. 
And so my partner, Tom Tulien is in Minneapolis. I am sure he will e-mail you and ask 
you about considering doing a video interview, and that's all we're asking is that you 
consider it. 

 
WS Okay. 
 
JK And you know, one of the aims on this particular case is the possibility, since this is 

such a well-documented case, the idea was to publish. Before we would do anything 
like that, we certainly would contact you. 

 
WS Right. Well, that's good because, you know, being a person who is in academia, I have 

to be very careful about those kind of things. I'm in an a security police organization. 
As a matter of fact, that's another thing I could do. I could do some hunting there 
because many of the guys who are retired from security police or went onto do other 
things are now in this organization of ours. 

 
JK Now, I have found one such organization on the internet. 
 
WS What's the name of it? 
 
JK Oh, I would have to look back. 
 
WS I don't have my magazine right here, and I just joined not too long ago.  A friend of 

mine cornered me and said, Hey, why don't you join, and because we have our 
convention, we had one in Denver a few years ago and one in someplace else. The 
name of the organization is Tiger Flight. And it's got a listing here of virtually all the 
members. Yeah. That's so interesting. Well, I'm glad you finally got in touch with me.  
I happened to be out and about when you called initially, but I have thought about that 
incident many times and it truly has had an effect, a strange effect, albeit. I have had a 
cursory interest ever since that time.  

 
JK Right. One thing I didn't say that I was going to say earlier is what the Blue Book 

people said they thought you guys saw. And they said that the people on the ground, 
which would have been all the security police and ground crews were—sometimes, 
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some of them were looking at the B-52 and others were looking at celestial objects 
through the haze, and there was a temperature inversion that night. 

 
WS Right. 
 
JK But it doesn't make—you know, no matter what you say, it doesn't make stars move 

around like that. 
 
WS No, no. 
 
JK Then they're trying to explain, here you have this B-52 crew that not only had a visual, 

but a radar sighting also.  They said that there was a possible plasma similar to ball 
lightning. And that's what caused the radar target and the loss of transmission. 

 
WS Sure. So they're using logic and reason to say, here's what we think could have been 

happening. 
 
JK Yeah. Then, this B-52 on their final go-around, which was at visual altitude, it was low 

altitude, they saw this orange light ahead of them about, I guess they were about a mile 
away from it, and as they approached it, you know, they made a turn, a left turn back 
toward Minot—either right over this thing or just short of it, and the copilot was able to 
provide information, and even in the report, the pilot, who confirms it, but he's kind of 
vague about what he saw.  I don't think he really wants to talk about it. The Blue Book 
people are saying, well, the star Vega was on the horizon.  Well, some star that's on the 
horizon, hell, you don't come up to it and fly over the top of it, you know what I mean? 

 
WS (Laughing) right. Oh, speaking of that, there is one other thing that I recall happening 

that night. While we were talking, and the capsule crew let me listen in on all their 
conversations since now they started to believe us. Especially after the B-52 crew had 
been contacted. We were in contact with Cheyenne Mountain. Is that in your report 
anyplace? 

 
JK NORAD, or…? 
 
WS Yes. We were in contact with them and the capsule crew indicated that—they had 

indicated that there was something, some radar contact and it was very, very high 
above in our region, in other words.  That's all they would give us. I think they 
mentioned something about 50 mile—at a 50-mile location above the area that they 
were in. 

 
JK Oh, I'll be darned. 
 
WS And I do recall that because once we started getting these other people involved and 

Cheyenne Mountain started giving information, that's when people started really being 
serious about this—on our base, you know. And I do remember that as one of the 
things also that happened.  We were in awe. 50 miles operating this time of night, my 



 20 

gosh. And we didn't have anything that we knew that could operate at that level. Is that 
something that you have come across then? 

 
JK I have filed with NORAD for the regional director and the senior director's logs for that 

night.  And guess what?  They can't find them. 
 
WS (Laughing). 
 
JK Now, there was another UFO event there at Minot in, let me think, make sure I get -- 

August of '66. And that was an object that was detected on radar at 100,000 feet right 
over the base. That was one written up in the Saturday Evening Post. 

 
WS Wow. 
 
JK So in the Blue Book documents for the incident that you witnessed, when the tower 

called the B-52, they said, "Would you keep your eyes out for any orange glow?"  And 
then the remark was made, and it's in the transcript, "Someone is seeing flying saucers 
again." So you know, until you said that you had been seeing lights for a couple of 
nights I assumed that that referred to that other incident. 

 
WS The other incident meaning? 
 
JK In '66. 
 
WS Oh, I wasn't even there in '66. 
 
JK No, I am not saying that.  I am just— 
 
WS I see what you're saying. 
 
JK Thinking that perhaps the tower— 
 
WS Was referring to that other. 
 
JK Yeah, was aware of that. 
 
WS Okay, I see. 
 
JK Because during that one there was a loss of communications between some of the 

capsules and the command post. 
 
WS That is interesting. 
 
JK Well, I enjoyed talking to you.  I appreciate you speaking with me and will put this 

packet—it will take me a couple of days to put this packet of stuff together. 
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WS Absolutely. And things, as we have been talking, as you can understand, things have 
been coming up almost like I am regurgitating things here as my mind, you know starts 
kicking in. 

 
JK There is one thing I did want to ask.  Now, one guy out at November-7, there was some 

kind of a cooler problem or something like that so there was two maintenance guys out 
there. Now, they were patched into this whole thing because Isley was reporting to the 
base minute by minute on his radio. So what was that was probably part of that patch 
that you were hearing through your capsule crew. Now he says, and only he says, that 
there was two F-106s scrambled, and that they blasted right over the top of them. 
Anything like that in your memory? 

 
WS No. The only aircraft that I am aware of would have been the B-52 that was in the air, it 

was diverted. We went out after things sort of quieted down.  I went out, as I said 
before, with a couple of my guys.  We started checking sites in the local vicinity, and 
we saw some lights that were glowing, and one guy nearly put a round through the 
vehicle because he was so dog-gone afraid.  He had an M-16 fully loaded and nearly 
shot a hole in the vehicle, he was so upset. I had to calm him down, but I think, if I'm 
not mistaken, it was the Bagjier guy we were talking about who was driving, and 
another guy was just so upset, and we finally realized -- I had them drive closer and 
closer, and it was a light, but there was a plastic tarp or something that was out there 
covering hay and a farmer had put his light out there so that the animals could feed at 
night, I guess. So they covered it up, and this light had, this plastic thing had blown 
over the light in such a way that it glowed, just almost like the light that we saw. We 
thought we were approaching one and I wanted to go up to it and they were trying to 
stop me, and I said "We're going to go up there," so I gave them an order to drive closer 
until we saw what it was. 

 
JK Yeah.  Well, this other guy has got to be Vennedall because that's in your report. 
 
WS Yeah. 
 
JK And that's what's in the other documents too. 
 
WS I tell you what. I'll continue to do a search here as well through my sources and through 

people. Those guys, some of them went onto Vietnam and if they stayed around we 
should be able to find them. 

 
JK Well, that would be great if you can look in that directory from the security police 

organization. 
 
WS I'll do that. 
 
JK And gosh, if you have any old documents with any of the names or anything, crew 

photos, that would be wonderful. 
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WS I'll be looking through that this week. 
 
JK Okay, Bill.  Well, thank you very much. 
 
WS Take care. 
 
JK All right.  Bye-bye. 
 
WS Bye-bye. 
 
(End of Tape) 
 
 
 


