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The BIG year.

E d~>•ard Ruppelt claimed:
"I)Hing a s ix month period in
1952, 148 of the nation's leading newspapers carried a total
of ove r 16,000 items about UFO's;l and Dr. Herbert Strentz,
after analyzing Air Force records of that same six month
period, some 32 rolls of microfilm covering April - September
1952, determined that the amount of items, without duplication,
were actua lly more like 30,000!2 Equally spectacular. when
one considers the Air Force's attitude at the time, was the
official number of "unex:Jlained" UFO reports listed for 195 2
which was 19 .3 percent!3

The year started off with Kenneth Arnold assailing
Dr. Liddel ' s "UFO's are balloons" theory as the idea wao
outli ned in an issue of Look magazine . Arnold wrote wh ~ t
he believed wa s a r easoneo-Tebuttal for submission to Look
in the hope his words ~ould be publi s he d , but the essay got
an icy reception.
Within days of mailing the Boise flier
received hi s material back with a n abrup t me ssage scribbled
across the first page: ''This subject has already been covered."
On the other hand the same small manuscript enjoyed a
warmer welcome by the pulp Other Worlds Science Stories, a
a magazine edited by a sympathetiC Ray Palmer. Not only did
Palmer print the anti-Liddel essay, he also ran advertisement touting Arnold's famous pamphlet, The Flying Saucers-As I Saw Them. The burb we nt:
"This sensational illustrated pamphlet
(previou s ly obtainable only at hi s famous
lectures) is now available to r eaders of OTHER
WORLDS by s pecial arrangement.

........

so~

........

"Persona 11 y autographed l
" Don't miss getting thi s incredible proof
of the realit y of flying disks f rom the world
fa mous 'di sk pilot' himse lf. Be s ure to see
h i~ own model, built from a ctual observation."4
That was not all, fo r in January 1952, Ray Palmer ma de
known that both he and Arnold would team up to produce a full
size hardback about the flying saucer mystery. (The bo ok
would be written and would be titled The Coming of the
Sa ucers .)
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·riffnny Thayer, Secretary of

th~

Fortenn Society,

was getting clippings on :::uch topics from the memhcrship
on n regular basis in spite of his outspoken adversion to

UFO stories. Noting the proposed Palmer/Arnold hook venture,
Thayer snecringly remarked that Arnold had tried unsucces s fully to get Fortcan sponsorship for a lecture tour, an
affront to Thayer who was convinced the "saucer rumors"
wore a Penta~on plot_S ~ere they?
Colonel J,anza.
Long time luminary in the study of bolides, especially
the mysterious "green types" that cont inucd to huffalo the
science meteoritics, was Dr. Lincoln La Paz who Kas heard fro m
again on January 4th when he reiterated his belief that some
sort of unidentified guided missiles Kere flaming across
America's skies. He considered such a concept not farfetched in, as he put it, the "Buck Rogers era of 1952."
He also made reference to a new ally, a certain Colonel C. H.
Lanza, who had been studyinR the mysterious green fireballs
since 1946 when such phenomena had alarmed the Baltic region.
In an issue of the Field Artillery Journal, Colonel Lanza
wrote that he attributed the fiery manifestations to possible
Russian weapons.6
APRO.
Another notable January event was the shaping of "The
Aerial Phenomena Research Organization," a private UFO investigative group headed by Coral E. Lorenzen of Sturgeon Bay,
Wisconsin. Lorenzen, with the aid of a number of amature
astronomers, drew up a charter and made plans to publish a
mimeographed UFO news bulletin on a regular basis.3
There would be plenty to write about.
With such a massive wave in the offing, it's no surprise
that there was a significant UFO report right off the bat on
New Year's Day. An orange-red disc put on a real show in the
sky over North Bay, Ontario, where there was a Canadian Air
Force Base. The object flipped around with wild abandon . It
zigzagged, dived, climbed, and circled for eight minutes. 7
Watching the whole time was a pair of electronic techn i cians
at the Air Base who reported the incident to Canadian Military
I nte 11 igence. 8
"Flying Saucers Arc With Us Again.''
Saucerwise little had moved in the air over Monterey
County, California, since mid-1950, but on Friday, January 4th,
1952, came word of renewed activity with the headline in the
Watsonville Register-Pajaronian that shouted: "FLYING SAUCERS
ARE KITH US AGAIN." The story went: "Watsonville police,
Monterey County sheriff deputies and witnesses from here to

Greenfi e ld ( ~thout 5(1 miles) si ghted a n:cird cigar-shaped
object ru sh in$! through the s ky at about 5:00a.m . Friday. " 9
Watsonville police were the first to go on record af ter
spotting a funny-looking "hall of fire." The thing seemed
to them to be an aircraft in distress. but when the phenomenon
approached closer, the lawmen were amazed. They said: " It
was throwing sparks and flame from both ends cruising along
apparentl y under control at about 10,000 feet . "lO Amblin g
along, it cu rbed toward Fo rt Ord and later was seen follow i ng
a course that took it past the west side of the Gabilan
Mountain Range. Shortl y thereafter, the police and popula ce o f
Greenfield City were apparently entertained by the same uhenomenon.
United Airlines Flight 2459 a lso saw something in the ar ·a and
made a r e ference to a "meteor-like" object when the pilo · s filled
in their flight log that afternoon . ll
One Watson v ille cop said the thing "scared the devil out
of him." He described it as a "bluish-green streamer of a
luminous string of beads[?]" . l2
"Are the y real?"
United Press filed one of those generalized commentarie s
on the flying saucers for its client papers on January 14th,
the mystery revived by some sightings at Dallas, Texas. The
news service asked: "Hi s tory is filled with flying saucers-but are they real?"
No one wanted to kno~o.· more than the head of Project
GRUDGE, the man who was charge d with coming up with all t he
answers for Uncle Sam. On January 13th, Ruppelt sent some
men to Wash i ngton, D.C. to:
" ... locate additional data on sightings.
It was found that both the D/I and TCB have
such files . In the nea r future a trip will be
made to Wa s hington to review these file s and
obtain additional sighting reports [Some SO new
reports were found.] . " 13
Also :
"A map has been pre pared, showing all of the
sightings in the United States. Colored tacks
are us ed to designate sightings by years.
"The plot of sightings shows that there is
a concentration of si ght ings in the area of:
''1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Dayton, Ohio.
Columbus, Ohio.
White Sand s , New Mexico.
Albuquerque , New Mexico.
Oak Ridge, Tennessee
Camp Hood, Texas
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Data used in the plotting consi 5t ed o f: " ... nehulus
reports from very questionable sources t o more factual
reports from reasonably reliable."IS
A pattern seemed apparent but Ruppelt and his staff
drew back from a commitment: "No conclu,; i ons can be made
or other facts about the distribution of the sightings
stated until a further study of the distribution of sightings has been made."l6
If UFO's were real, were they mere ly balloons, the
so l ution then in vogue? This question ~as one Edward
Ruppe l t ga ve top p riority in his new job as head of
Project GRUDGE, and what better place to make inquiries
t han at the Aeronautical Division of General Mills, Inc.,
the outfit that launched all of the f amous Skyhook balloons.
The people at General Mills had a lot to say about the UFO
pr ob l em , but the Air Force's treatment of the UFO subject
had poisoned any inc l ination to pass on information to
mi l i tary I ntelligence, but word that the Air Force's Project
GRUDG E had been "reorgan i z.ed" encouraged the Genera 1 ~1i ll s
balloon team to forward a fat file of General Mills UFO
reports that had been gathering dust.
Ruppelt was receptive to the overture and departed for
Minneapolis to conduct an on - the-spot interrogation, taking
a l ong a member of the Battelle Memorial Institute. As the
Air Force record states, the Battelle consultant tagged
a l ong to familiarize himself with the methods used by the Air
Force to investiga te UFO case~. Time ~as available to the
Battelle people by then, since a preliminary survey of UFO
files had been completed and they had only to work on a formal
proposal which was due the first part of February.17
On January 14th, Ruppelt and the Battelle expert braved '
a winter storm to travel to the General ~ills Aeronautical
Division Headquarters in Minnesota. While a bliz.z.ard roared
outside, the Air Force representatives spent the afternoon
listening to the civilians explain their qualifications in
the field of astronomy , meteorology, aerodynamics, and of cour s e,
the operation and trac k ing of balloons. The General Mills
people were stubborn in their insistence that balloons could
not be responsible for all UFO reports, ~hich impressed
Ruppelt, but even more impressive (even amazing) was when the
technicians announced their firm belief in the existence of
"real" aeria l objects of a mysterious origin. During their
balloon work , a multitude of UFO sightings had been made, and
Ruppelt tells us: "One man told me that one tracking crew
had seen so many that the sight of a UFO no longer even
especially interested them[! J. "18
I n the face of the remarkable stand taken by the General
Mills people, Ruppelt nonetheless maintained his intellectual
equ i librium and remained committed to an objective view of

-sthe UFO problem. When the interview enJ~d Ruppelt and the
Battelle expert went straight to the airport and boarded a
plane for Washington.
"Meteor" at 500 feet!
Two Sergeants of the h'ing Intelligence Section, Hq. 57th
Air Division, 924th Bomb Wing, Fairchild Air Force Base,
Spokane, Washington, were walking to their quarters 1920
hours the 20th of January. One of the Sergeants recalled:
"My attention was called by Sergeant Holm
to an unidentified object traveling below the
clouds [8/10 coverage at 4,000 feet] at approximately 500 feet.
"The object was moving silently at a terrific
rate of speed as compared to any jet aircraft I
have ever seen. It appeared circular in shape
and was brilliant blue-white in color. I estimate that the object was approximately 3/4 to
1 mile away, and at the distance from where I
stood it appeared to be slightly larger than an
orange.
"The object left a blue trail ''hich was
broken. The trail appeared to be coming from the
object in spurts.
"Height of the clouds was estimated by a
beacon light on Fairchild Air Force Base. The
beacon was projected vertically in a stationary
position, the flying object travelling parallel
to the earth."19
After an Air Force investigation it

~as

concluded:

"If the object was beneath the cloud it was
not a conventional aircraft or meteor and no conclusion can be made as to its identity."20
Not a conventional aircraft?
The "invisibles."
Forty-eight hours after the blue "meteor" visited Spokane,
some "invisibles" invaded Alaska causing a military alert.
The trouble started at the 160th AC&W Site F-2, Ladd Air
Force Base, when a strange target appeared on the radar screens.
The testimony of the witnesses provides us with the details on
how events were initiated:
"At apx 1020Z, 22 Jan 52, I, lst Lt. Arthur L.
Boyd, Jr., was in the radar maintenance room at site
F-2. At that time the crew chief of my crew informed
me that they had an unusual target on B-Scan 13. I
immediately went to the B·Scan room and observed
the target moving in a direction indicating an out

. ().

hound track on an azimuth of 210 dcgrC'es . The
tar~et ~as painting ~ith normal brilliance, however, it 1;as longer than a normal :)aint. It is
estimated that the target return was apx J inch
in length and appeared to he thinner than normal
return. The only other irregularity being that
the return was slanted IS degrees to 20 degrees
from the normal tangential position. The target
appeared to be moving apx 41 to 5 miles per s weep,
antenna was set at 5 revolutions per minute . The
target ~as moving with regularity following a straight
azimuth course. The target was observed for 10 to
12 sweeps during which time it car r ied on the action
as described. At the end of this ob s ervation, I
initiated a~tion to handle interceptor aircraft
with our equipment and notified APCC."21
On the other side of the base at the All-Weather 449th Fighter
Interceptor Squadron was Capt. Veri D. Ramey, a Radar Observer
on standby. He testified:
"At 10:25 Zebra time we received the first
notification of a scramble. Another call came
in again at 10:26 Z to rush the scramble up
stating the bogey was traveling 1500 mi/hr. We
were airborne at 10:30 Z and were told to vector
to point Jig. I had the airborne radar search ing at all times on plus 20 minus 20 search
pattern. Before we reached point Jig, we were
given a new vector. At this time I lost track
of ground position and concentrated on getting
a radar contact. Crane control lost radar contact and ''as vectoring us in different directions." 22
The fello~ crewman of Capt. Ramey and the pilot of the F-94A,
1st Lt. Clifford E. Garrett, gives us his version of the scramble.
As he lifted off at 1030 Z all he knew was that he was to intercept an unidentified target travelling at very high speed:
"I called ADCC immediately on the GCJ VHF
channel and was ordered to call Crane and fly
to Point 'J'. As we neared 'J', Crane had another
plot and vectored us southward to try and intercept it. The target faded and we were ordered
back to 'J', at 30,000 feet , and saunter."23
Capt. Ramey, whose primary job was the manning of the F-94's
radar, gave his full attention to the screen in front of him:
·~pproximately 20 to 30 minutes after take
off , making the time 10:50 to 11:00 Z time, after
Crane Control lost contact, I picked up two definite
target returns--one faint and one very bright. I
immediately determined it was not ground return
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of any sort by checking the displacement between
aircraft and target. We were at 30,000 feet
making the target at 25,000 feet, approximately.
This happened so fast, due to the great overtaking speed, I could not follow the target with
the antenna by hand control and lock-on. The
targets were picked up at 40 degrees on the starboard at a range of 24,000 yards and crossed over
to the port, disappearing at a range of 200 yards
SS degrees on the port. We started a turn after
it, but Crane Control came in at that moment giving
us a new vector. Thinking Crane had a contact
we followed their order."24
~ith

Pilot Garrett noticed that Ramey was picking up something
the plane's radar:
"As ''e neared 'J, ' the Radar Observer had an
indication of a target at about 40 degrees to the
starboard. My heading was approximately 350 degrees at the time. I had an indication of lock
on but the Set broke lock at apparently maximum
deflection starboard. Later I learned that the
RO [Radar Operator] had attempted lock on and
mu~t have succeeded momentarily because he immediately went on hand control in an effort to stay
on the target. I started a port turn to go back
around when Crane vectored us to the starboard." 25

Back on the ground at AC&W Site F-2, Lt. Boyd directed the
interception, giving vectors to the F-94 codenamed "Concrete
Red Flight." Lt. Boyd testified:
"Our first paint of the F-94 took place as
he neared Point Jig. At this time the target
was not painting on PPI scope #9 which was being
used for control . Concrete Red was held at Point
Jig while an effort was made to pick up the target.
The vertical ?lOtting board indicated the track
out bound at this time and the fighter was not put

into a chase due to the high speed indicated by the
target. PPI #9 did not paint the target until apx
1052-3 at which time it appeared at a range of 45
miles on an azimuth of 210 degrees . Concrete Red
was immediate ly vectored to a 180 degree heading 26
1~hich placed the target at 12 o'clock - 20 miles."
Ground control gave the F-94 various vectors <1nd then
oruercd "Concrete Red" b:~ck to base. Garrett and Ramey hadn't
~ccn anything s o they didn't know what the situation had heen.
Accordi~g to l.t. Boyj this is what happened to the strange
target:
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"The target painted thru 5 sweeps and appeared
to make a turn of 180 degrees with the last paint
indicating a final heading of 210 degrees. The
turning radius appeared to be apx 8 miles. The
target then faded and did not reappear . B-Scans
had faded the target at 1047 and did not pick up
this paint. Concrete Red went to buster (max.
continous power) but did not make contact. I
closed off the chase and vectored Red back to
Jig."27
Just when it seemed that the chase had ended, the F-94 got
lucky. Captain Ramey remembers it this way :
"As we headed toward Home Plate [Ladd AFB], we
passed over Point Jig and I picked up radar contact
again at a dead ahead position, 10 degrees below
at 24,000 yds. I immediately locked on and we
pointed the aircraft toward the target, keeping
the target at a dead ahead level position, closing
the range at over 100 knot overtaking speed. We
dropped dive flaps at 10,000 to 13,000 yds, but
the overtaking speed remained at over 100 knots.
We kept the target dead ahead and level down to
200 yds with the high overtaking speed until at
the time of break - off, pilot through normal reflex
act ion pulled up slightly. We immediately made a
360 degree turn and came back over the same route,
but did not pick up a contact again. We tried
another 360 and then a 180 degree course for a
few moments and back along the same route of radar
contact. We did not again pick up contact so
returned to field ..... zs
Up front, peering through ~e windshield all during the
flight, pilot Lt. Garrett had something to say about visual
contact with the supposed UFO:
"The weather during the day and night up until
and after this mission was very good . No cloud s
were observed and the visibility was very good. On
a daylight flight earlier I noticed very slight
haze to the West. The night was dark but not
hlack. On a flight earlier I visually identified
a C-54, OC-3, and a small civilian plane from three
to five hundred yards."29
Air Force Intelligence noted that according to th e witnesses'
account s the radar target never a ppeared simultaneously on both
the air and ground radar screens, giving credence to the possib ility th e target "·as ;1 "ghost." Such "ghosts" arc not uncommon.
Us ually the y appear on radar screens because of equipment malfunction or because of temperature differences in layers of
;~ir that have a bending effect on the electromagnetic signal,
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so the fact that the pilot of the F-94 never detected anything
visuall y l<as a strong point in favor of the "ghost" theory.
After c hecking Base Operations, the CAA, and Fairbanks Muni cipal Ai rport, Air Force Intelligence learned that no military
or ci vi li an aircraft had been in the area at the time of t he
incident, thus ruling out that idea (Not that anything flying
in 1952 could do 1,500 miles per hour.). There seemed no
choice but to go with the radar "ghost" hypothesis. Also, the
f ac t that the radar target moved directly away from the ground
radar site and then directly toward the installation, mig!:t
make sense if th e target was an equipment malfunction for it
would be odd if an aircraft flew on such a course .
An "eerie" solution?
On the other hand, a case can be made for an eerie solution
to the problem. According to Lt . Boyd, who was manning the radar
at ground site F-2, the target reversed directions by appearing
to turn, the turn having a radius of 8 miles! Also, when last
detected by Lt. Boyd , the target was headed toward the radar
station and that was the same direction of the target picked
up bv the F-94 fighter on its run back to Ladd Air Force Base.
~lore importantly, the fact that the target never appeared on
both the airborne and the ground radar at the same time need not
be an insurmountable obstacle to the possibility that a material
object was involved. Admittedly, the evidence is weak but it
seems similar cases had been reported before. The best example
was on October 15, 1948, when an Air Force F-61 chased a radar
target for quite some time in the sky off the coast of Kyushu,
Japan . The target showed up strong on the F-6l ' s radar but
ground radar never once detected anything but the fighter
during the chase, although the pilot of the F- 61 at one time
clearly saw an aerial object with the naked eye. Just wh y
there was a difference in the ability of one radar to detect
the UFO compared to another is puzzling, yet it is a fact
that 1952 type radar carried by aircraft was of the X-band
kind while the ground search radar of those years had a higher
PRF . Does that explain the mystery?
"The blob."
Returning to the Alaska episode, the Air Force, after an
investigation, determined that the F-94 had indeed been in
pursuit of something tangible (in a manner of speaking).
An Air Force expert doing the evaluation of the incident
expressed a belief that a: " ... 'blob' of atmosphere temporarily
was in a condition to provide radar reflection ... "30 However,
t he same expert went on to say: "It is doubtful that this 'blob'
could be one of high moisture since the ground radar measured
speeds of 1500 to 2400 knots[!] . It might be an ionized 'blob.'" 31
The expert played with the idea that some ionized air from the
wake of a meteor reported falling in the area some four hours
before might have left some "blobs" of ionized atmosphere.
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{Of course that still didn't seem to exp l ain ho"' the 'blob'
could travel 1, 500 knots), but a scientist cont<~cted e~t a
reg iona 1 University expressed doubt that mi 1 ita rv rad;n~ "·c re
sensit ive enough to pick up meteor trails .
The Air Force expert was not so sure either for he made
a recommendation. He wrote in his evaluation of the case that
if such an incident were to occur again a certain course of
action should be taken:
" . .. when the opportunity is present it is
recommended that instead of closing on the target
that the pilot fly around the target and determine
whether it appears from all directions around the
area."32
While th e military didn't endorse the UFO concept, it did
narrow the mystery down to a small volume of air that behaved
strangel y. (Supersonic ionized "blobs" seem about as far fetched as Martian scout ships!)
Before leaving this case, it has to be mentioned that thi s
would no t be the last radar 'blob' incident of 1952. In fact
the biggest UFO story of the whole year centered on the 'blob'
question. More about that will be covered in the section on
the months of July - August .
"Some damn odd things ... "
Across the continent in New York state a top civilian
experimental radar lab alerted Air Force Intelligence that:
"some damn odd things" were going on. Strange, high, fast ,
tar ge~s were being detected and the experts were stumped by
the phenomenon. An Air Force officer with General stars
had conducted his own inquiry and subsequently personally
delivered a report on the matter to Ruppelt ' s desk. The
document breezed through Ruppelt's evaluation system , quickly
ending up being tagged "weather inversion phenomenon."
Ruppelt opined that perhaps justice suffered but since
nothing more was heard from New York, perhaps from disgust
as Ruppelt himself suggested, nothing more was done.33
One thing for sure, things were stiring in the northern
latitudes, even abroad in England where a red glowing object
"like a pear" hovered for 15 minutes over Hampshire on January
28th, and at Canterbury a golden ob l ong UFO with a "flame - like
light e xtending from its nose" sped overhead on a southern
heading. Within minutes it reappeared out of lhe south retracing i t s course, this time speeding north.3
Anot her green meteor.
January 23rd a B- 29 of the 32nd Bomb Squadron on a routine
operation was approaching the Ceder Bombing range in Florida .
Off to the left of the aircraft at a heading of 120 degrees
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and some 30 degrees above, a point of green light appeared.
The light was a big ball of blue-green dropping toward the
earth. Some five degrees above the horizon the ball burst
into fragments. After landing the members of the aircrew
reported the sighting to military Intelligence because, as
they told investigators, they were: " ... convinced that object
had no relation to meterological or astronomical activi .·y. "35
It must have been a weird sight.

The officers cla .med:

"The object traveled through space at a greate·:
speed than expected of free falling object and
appeared much closer and brighter than falling
stars. Prior to explosion object left glowing
tail estimated to be 150 feet long."36
While being interrogated one member of the aircrew, Lt. Goade
told investigators:
" ... during a C-4 7 flight between Denver and
Albuquerque in late 1948 he observed the same type
of phenomena on two separate occasion s: once
approximately 30 minutes north of Albuquerque
and again just as he reached the city of Albuquerq••e.
The aircraft wa s flying at 12,000 feet in both instances. Each object had an upward* trajectory
and were seen to burst several thousand feet
above the aircraft. Albuquerque radio was advised.
Lt. Goade was interrogated at Randolph Air Base
37
by the OSI regarding the incident a fe•• weeks later."
Ruppelt wrote for the official record:
"This observation is typical of the green fire ball class of unid entif ied objects. The Air Force
Cambridge Research Laboratory has been investigating
this phenomena for the past two years but have
reached no conclusions. ATIC is still collec ting da ta on th is type of phenomena, how~ver, in
case it is ever needed in the future."3
Late in the month a group of strange r ed light s were noticed
ha nging in the air in the dark sky above San Jose, California , one
e vening just after sunset. When a privat e plane approached to
i nvestigate, the light s sped away . 39 San Jo se is not too far
f r om Watsonville, California, where there had been some UFO
excitement the fir~t of the month.

•The empha~is ~iven here is the ;1uthor' ~ . The upward "fnlling"
of a meteor, if th at ' s what it wns, ~e em s to he worth special
at t en tion .
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t-1eanwhill..', Brig. General IV. t-1. Garland, Office of US/\F,
Director of Intelligence (Representing General Samford) wa~
briefed by Project GRUDGE chief Lt. E. J. Ruppelt, who gave
the bigwig n progress report on the mil itnry UFO inve~ti
gation. Th e briefing was held on January 29 th, and two day~
later a writt en summat ion of the pro ject wa s issued as GRUnGE
Sta tus Report 13.40
The only input of Ruppelt's superiors at this time i s a
sugge stion by the Directo rate of Int elligence urging Project
GRUDGE to consider the use of radar i n conjunction with a
Projec t TWINKL E- type came ra system. Ruppelt cal l ed a meeting
of his staff in compl iance, but it adjourned with inconclusi ve
results because it was claimed they did not know how t o overcome atmospheri c problems and malfunctions of e lectron ic equipment. Furth er di scussions were planned.41
Ruppelt did manage to take what he believed was a positive
s tep. He had h is staff set up a speedy evaluation method to
"weed out the worthless reports" that threaten to clod the
wheels of GRUDGE' s investigative machin ery. The idea was
that UFO repor ts fe ll quite readily into conventional explanation categories when co rrelated with certain known data. One
s upposes that the principle merit of the pl a n would be a fast
zeroing in on the best cases, but did i t work that way? Under
Ruppelt's scheme reports were "investigated" by agents sitting
a t desks in quonset huts at Wright -Patterson Air Force Base
using astronomical journal s, almanac s, star charts , CAA, and
military flight plans, Skyhook balloon position reports,
weather ball oon t ra cks , Notams, and Hydrog raphic bulletins.
Reports that resisted easy correlation were placed with
si milar ones i n a "MO" file. If the circumsta nces were later
found to have a good r e lationship to a conventional phenomenon,
all of the folder s in the cabinet drawer might suddenly find
themselves stamped "solved."
One aspect of Ruppelt's new strategy made sense and it was
l ong over due. He gave orders to his staff to subscribe to a
newspaper clipping servic e so as to g~2 he r as many UFO reports
as possibl e from unoffic ial source s. •
Ruppelt expected to
get a lot of low gra de reports so the l oose culling was seen
as necessary.
Did th is mean that many potentially good UFO reports would
be brushed asi de? Such a possibilit y wa s den ie d in the text
of a routine ATI C bri e fing document dated April 1, 1952. It

*Here we must note again that the Air Force considered th e UFO
mystery a problem within the military and among the ranks of
technically trained personnel assigned to vital research in s ta l lations. What the general population was r eporting was only of
secondary importance. Indeed, often what the public said or
did was laughed at an d even ignqred comp letely.

-
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wns s tated th11t the proposed proces s : " ... is not at all
a t t empt to prove that sightings are m1s1nterpretations of
known obj ec ts -- we 're simply checking to sec whether we should
el i mi nate certain of the most obvious pos s ibilities."43
Oth e r action taken was the notice given to "AFOIN - c/cc - 2
l e tter dated 19 December 1951," which dealt with the reporting
o f i nformation on UFO's. The document was deemed inadequete
and a revision was rushed through channels.44 That some :han ge s
were badly nee ded is illustrated by the next item we will con sider.
11n

"Difficu l ties . "
Donald Keyhoe was not making a mountain out of a molehill when he asserted that some of the best potential UFO
witnesses had soured on reporting UFO's. Project BLUE BOOK
stated in its January 31st Status Report:
·
"Recently several airline and Air Force pilots
have been queried as to their feelings on reporting
the sightings of unidentified aeria l objects. The
queries were predicated by reports that sightings
were not being reported due to stigma that has been
placed on the project by favorable newspaper releases,
etc. Only a very few individuals were contacted, however, these people stated that they would be very
r el uctant to report any type of unidentified object
to t he Air Force. One pilot summed up the situation
by stating, 'If a space ship flew wing-tip to wingtip formation with me, I would not report it.' This
feeling among people who are in a position to submit
good reports is a great handicap to the objective
of getting reliable data. The exact nature of some
of the objects r e ported have not been determined,
therefore , there is always the possibility that
there ex i sts some type of unconventional vehicle
possessing extraordinary performance and characteristics. If such a vehicle should appear, its detection would be hampered by the reluctance to report
sighti ngs of unusual aerial objects.
"A series of briefings of Air Force commanders
is being tentatively planned to explain the functions and findings of this project in an attempt to
break down the adverse feelings on reporting that
are held by many people."4S
Apparently in an effort to counter such s entiments, the
Pentagon suddenly gave its blessings to the publicizing of
some sightings of strange liy,hts spotted in Korea, a report
they cou l d have easily hushed up.
When bright orange lights took up pacing positions beside
a U.S. B- 29 bomber during a bombing raid , Washington released
some details to the news media while saying the High Command
was impressed with the cases s i nce they had arrived at Headquarters through regular military I ntelligence channels.
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United Press told the folks back home:
"This report might have been discounted as over
imaginative. But on the same night, a B- 29 from a
djfferent squadron returned to its base after a
flight over Sunchon, Korea, a con si derable distance
from Wonsan. Two crew members told intelligence
officers that they had seen 'flying discs' moving
parallel to their plane at a high altitude . They
fixed the time at about midnight."46
Correspondent Dean Dittmer of United Press was pleased that
Washington had released the information about the strange ob jec ts
over Korea, expressing the opinion that the bare announcement
may herald a departure from the long prevailing blunt skepti cism.47
While it may have been a Pentagon maneuver to encourage
UFO reporting, the case itself is of interest so we will look
at material that is part of the Air Force record and which
cannot be found in any press account. Most of the details
are contained in a FEAF Bomber Command summary. Excerpts
from the official teletype message declared:
"The disc-shaped object, size estimated by
observers as 3 feet across, was first observed
parallel on course, at 8 o'clock, distance from
B-29 unknown. This object remained with the B- 29
for approximately five minutes. The object
appeared at 8 o'clock level going away from
B-29. B- 29 was at 22,500 feet, heading 274
degrees, 148 knot ground speed."48
The second incident mentioned:
" ... one disc shaped object observed, by the left
and tail gunners of aircraft ... [also] the object
approached the B- 29 from between 8 and 9 o'clock
level then withdrew and disappeared at the same
clock position.
"The observers estimated the object to be
approximately three feet across at its closest
point to the B-29. The object wa s observed from
one minute at which time the weather was CAVU.
The object appeared to be spinning. " 4 9
An additional detail was that the object appeared to be:
" ... the color of the sun with occasional bluish tint."SO
Intelligence officers debriefing the bomber crews were
apprehensive about the possibility of a new Communist weapon
particularly when they learned that in the second case: "The
un identified object was observed shortly before receiving
flak."Sl
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One Intelligence officer became very exercized by the
report which he \varned: " ... represent another example of
new technique in war f are under test by the enemy."S2
Headquarters replied with requests for more precise
information on altitude , speed, direction, etc., ann ordered
a debriefing of all combat crews. The lligh Coml'lanrl also a s ked:
"Have photo intcrprete53 noticed anythin!! on the ground similar
to reported objects?"
.
In their eva l uation the mil i tary Intelligence officrrs
could not bring themselves to admit that some kind of 'f ~ ying
saucer' was invol ved but they came close:
"The times that the object or objects followed
the B- 29's indicate that the objects were propelled
by some ~eans, which eliminates the possibil i ty of
an unguided ground-to-air missile, drop missiles,
etc. The color and shape of the flaMes were studied
by members of the ATIC propul si on Group to determine
whether or not the flame could have been the exhaus t
of a conventional jet engine ~ith or without an afterburner, a pulse-jet, ram -je t, or rocket engine . None
of these possibilities were considered to be applicable.
The report is somewhat similar to the reports
of 'fireball-fighters,' type of phenomenon observed
in Europe during World War II. The exact nature
of this phenomenon was never de t ermined but bomber
crews reported large fiery balls , similar to the sun,
passing through or near their formations. There is
no documented evidence of data available on this
phenomenon, and all the information that has been
obtained is verbal from World War II bomber crews,
consequently, few actual facts are available."S4
A re-interrogation produced some clarifications. The
military observers could not be absolutely sure the UFO's
were spinning: "The brillance and shimmering of light sug gested spinning or rotation."SS
Furthermore, the expressm "disk-shaped" that had caused
a sensation in the news media turned cut to be a mistake:
"Observers described objects as globular rather than flat and
description given initial report as saucer-shaped intended to
indicate roundness without reference to depth or thickne s s."S6
Captain Fournet .
Ruppelt enlarged his staff at this time by adding a certain Captain Dewey J. Fournet to handle questions at the Pentagon in Washington on a full-time basis since there was that
much interest in UFO's. Early in February, Captain Fourn e t
shot off a teletype message to Ruppelt at Wright Field, Ohio,
asking if ATIC had the cables from Korea giving the specifics
on the strange objects reported in the war zone. Captain
Fournet pleaded:
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"If you have copies of ooth these cables,
request your comments rega rding unusual similarity
of sightings by the se two crews from different
squadrons and about 23 minutes apart . Believe
will he queried by Brig. General Garland, etc., on
this subject so would appreciate your evaluation
immediately."S7

Captain Fournet was also in a fix over something else it
seems. The Falls Church, Virginia, Sunday Star had carried a
story in its magaz ine section, February lOth, by Dr. Lincoln
La Paz who wrote of his adventures in tra cking the mysterious
"green fireballs" in the U.S. Southwest, ending his essay by
soliciting sightin~s by the readers. La Paz, often bothered
by phonecalls detailing sightings of flying saucers which he
merely passed on to the Air Force,SS was careful to ask for
reports of "green fireballs" only. One result of this appeal
was a reaction by a Colonel Caldera, attached to the office
of the Joint Chief of Staff at the Pentagon, who believed
he had seen one of the so -called green fireballs, or at
least something not akin to any meteor. His curiosity aroused
by Dr. La Paz, Colonel Caldera collared Captain Fournet in a
Pentagon hallway to relate his story. Fournet was still a
babe in the woods as far as UFO's were concerned and quickly
sent a message to Ruppelt asking: "what did the Colonel mean
by 'green fireballs?'"59
Three days later, after he had checked his files, Ruppelt
sent the following message to Fournet at the Pentagon:
"Object mentioned is green fireball type of
phenomena . ATIC has been attempting to get further
info on what conclusions were reached by the AF
Cambridge Research Laboratory which made a study
of this phenomena. They have submitted a report
to the Directorate of Research and Development
in Washington, but we have been unable to get a
copy of the re port."60
The reason the information on the green fireball study
(Project TWINKLE) had not been declassified and disse~inated
to interested parties was a very interesting one indeed:
"The [Air Force) Scientific Advisory Board
Secretariat has suggested that this project not
be declassified for a variety of reasons, chief
among which is that no scientific explanation for
any of the 'fireballs' and other phenomena was
revealed by the report and that some reputable
scientists still believe that the observed
phenomena are man-made."61
"Man-made?"
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The poi nt that the fir eba ll s may have been man - m~dc, or
otherwise artificial (al ie n?), brings us hack to the subject
of UFO'S. On February 18th Ruppclt was still thinkin~ about
those odd lights that had excited American airmen in Korea
and he could not buy the theory the lights were illusions
or some natural phenomenon. Noting that the liRht s paced
the bombers from 1-5 minute s , Ruppelt favored the theory
that the lights were some kind of propelled objects and
request ed that the Air Forces' Reaction Power Plants, Group,
Propulsion Unit, analyze the incident to determine whi ch of
5 po ssibilities coulo have been the cause of the g l o~i ng
spots in the sky:
"1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A conventional jet engine.
A convent ional jet engine with an afte rburner.
A ramjet engine.
A pulse jet engine.
A rocket engine. " 62

A review by a group of experts, headed by a civi lian
named Strangers, concurred t hat the Korean UFO' s were pro- ·
pelled, but not by any means s uggested. What were the UFO ' s
then? One guess was as good as another.
The result of the inquiry led to another problem : "what
to tell the press."
The Di rector of Pub l i c Relations for the Air Forc e contacted Captain Fournet at the Pentagon on February ZOth since
he had been swamped by questions concerning "flying s aucer "
in the Korean war zone. The PR chief had done s o: " ... in
the hop e that it will clarify the situation and suffice to
eliminate the big play givenme incident in th e nation's
press . "64
What was finally r e lea sed through the Pentagon Press
Branch we nt something like this. The Air Force termed such
sightings as "not abnormal" since similar sightings were
made during World War I I. A list of su~gested explanations
was i ncluded in the p r ess release although it was admitted
that the "Foo Fighters" we r e st ill a puule . The best idea
propo sed wa s that enemy fighters were carrying searchlights. 65
The handling of the UFO reports from Korea was so unusual Senato r Russell wa s phoning around on Capi tal Hill for
more information, and like the reaction of United Press'
Dean Di ttmer, those outside the government and military
were doing a lot of wondering. An editorial in the Warsaw,
Indiana Times-Union exp ressed the mood better than mo s t.
In an issue of February 19th, the Times -Union "blamed the
Ai r Force" for triggering renewed UFO ag1tat1on using a
pr e ss release unaccompan ied by the usual blasts that labelled
all UFO reports as without foundation. Terming the Air Force
move as an event for whic h there was "unclear rea sons," and
gues s ing there had been a behind the scene s shake -up, the
"Times-Union made a leap that, if shared by any great numbers
of other s , might mean real trouble:
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"Some of the air force statement~ on the saucers
have been so ridiculous as to cause speculati on that
it actually wants the people gradually to read het~ccn
the J inc :-: and realize that the saucers arc real, but
that it ~ants the process to bc gradual to avoid pos s ible panic regarding visitors from other parts of the
universe."66
Meanwhile, there was no let up of curious event s .
On February 18th, an aircraft pilot r eported 'some thing"
resting on the ocean 14 miles off shore southeast of Savannah,
Georgia. At first believed to be a ship afire, search teams,
both aerial and naval, could find no trace of debri or oil
slicks. Weather conditions were perfect and no ships were
reported missing or in distress.67
The West Coast had its own aerial sho~ the next day with
"meteor maverics" heading the list.
A fiery red-orange thing like a small sun plunged out
of the heavens in a conventional manner near Corona, California,
but it had a change of mind. It z i gzagged and then swooped up ward to return from wherever it had originated. The passage
took 15 minutes.68
That same day at Richmond, California, three "greenish
streaks" spotted durin~ a heavy rainfall, ''ere more clearly
seen as greenish spheres when they halted their fall and
moved away toward San Francisco.69
The ever popular romping ground for UFO's, the State of
New Mexico, contributed 3 reports of a "round metallic object"
hovering i n the air over different towns. Suspicions 1vere
rampant that a balloon was the culprit, although a state
patrolman at the City of Magdelens said the object h e had
seen had a "ramp."(?)70
The Pentagon issued a press release on February 20th
announcing that an investigation of the UFO encounters in
the Korean war zone was "full scale," relat ing the fact top
officials in Washington were being briefed on the cas e .71
The foregoing we know from an examination of the official
file. For some clue to more of the actual "behind-the-scenes"
activity we have to rely on Ruppelt's writings and he has
little to say except to state that his Project GRUDGE work
was proceeding without publicity during a period of relative
calm in the civilian sector. UFO activitv was at a low ebb
but i~terest among various big shots in W~shington was at a
remarkable high. Almost daily Ruppelt got phone calls about
the UFO subject, which is why Captain Fournet had been assigned
to the Pentagon to field questions on a personal basis.
A beautiful day at Greenfield.
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At Greenfield station, Massachusetts, Fch ruary 20th,
a pastor of a German Congregational church boarded a train
and took a seat near a window. Like most travelers he gazed
at the scenery to alleviate the boredom of the trip. Flashes
in the cobalt blue excited his eyes as a bri lli a ntly rcflc c·
ti ve t ri o of saucer-shapes app r oached in \" - formation. The
formation quickly slowed, the object in the lead braking
faster than its compan ion s so to form a l ine of three abreast
when all of the objects finally came to a comp lete stop. After
a ten second wait , the objects shot off to one side so fa s t
they were out of s ight in about s ix second s. It was an
aston ishing performance.72
"Queer meteor."
Another "queer meteor" over Keysville, Vi rginia, wa ~
described as a "silvery, cigar-shaped object" silently c1 ) S sing the sky in "short bur sts of movement." 73
·
Richmond, California had s trange sky guests for the $eCond
time in four days when on February 24th another trio of strange
firebal ls, this time a bright o range, approached the city from
the direction of the bay. The UFO's flew a ci rcle above
Nichol Knob, a smal l hill overlooking the local shipyard.
Two of the balls then took on a green hue and with the lone
orange glowing companion, zoomed away on a northward heading.
This time three policemen on patrol were the witnesses:
Officers Jack Ficks, Jack Estes, and T. J. Walsh.74 (The
February 20th Richmond report had been made by a newspaper
manager and a group of newspaper carriers.)
Turkey turmoil.
The tilting and flashing in the sunlight of hoop-lik ~
images in the sky over Gansville, Arkansas on February 25th,
produced a UFO report a notch above the Richmond incident .
Perhaps larger than an airliner, the things maneuver ~ d
about the sky at great height. A transparent center proved
an optical illusion as the rays of the sun struck at various
angles but were t he objects themselves an illusio n? If so ,
can we explain why a flock of turkeys in a pen on the gro1nd
below the waltzing UFO's went bananas, flaping their wing ;
and screeching.7S
England owned up to two strange cases in February. One
on February 13th mentioned a "luminous cigar - like thing" over
London. The UFO was blue -be lli ed and green-tipped (both e nd s).
Also, a round bright object with a light or shiny protub erance
on its underside, passed over Cambridgeshire on the 28th. 76
The U.S. suffered from saucer measles, a sighting here,
a sight ing there, sightings everywhere, at a low frequency;
nonetheless, attention wa s slowly being drawn to .the north.
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Project "THETA" .
Official agencies in Canada were alarmed by a jump in the
number of UFO reports which had been accompanied by a sharp
increase in puhlic rest l essness so the Defense Research Board,
which had taken the lead in worrying about the aerial mystery,
decided to launch a classified program to study sightings of
strange objects moving through the atmosphere.77 At the out set, the single codeword "THETA was adopted , but then it was
dropped because according to the usual Canadian practice,
stringent security measures went with a "single word" usc
that required the word to be deleted from all documents.
Not willing to be inconvenienced, the DRB opted for a "twoword" codeword.78
Project "SECOND STORY."
The p r oposed Canad i an effort was then assigned the name
SECOND STORY, and with that out of the way the next step, under
the leadership of the DRB , was the notification of interested
officials that a meeting was to be convened in the near future
to discuss the apparently growing UFO exciternent.79
A comment that might be made here is one by Dr. Robert F.
Creegan who, while studying the UFO mystery in the late 1970's,
wrote:
"Sometimes a corning flap of world-wide proportions may be predicted by noting increased
numbers of reports in the Canadian file. For
example , the numbers in the early 1973 preceded the
flap in the USA , France, and elsewhere, which became
evident only in the late summer and autumn."80
The year 1952 would follow the Canadian pattern.
At the end of February 1952, Project GRUDGE issued Status
Report 14 , a rather dull document , but then the second month
of 1952 had been a relatively dull month for UFO reports,
except for the Korean incident.
"BLUE BOOK . "
Wh ile UFO activity may have been less than usual, Ruppelt
was still quite busy:
"By ~l arch 1952, Project GRUDGE was no longer
just a project within a gr oup, we had become a
separate organization, with the formal title of
the Aerial Phenomena Group. Soon after this
step-up in the chai r of command the code name
was changed to Blue Book. The word 'Grudge' was
no longer applicable. " 81
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record the person ....-ho helped rename GRUnGE i<lS
Charles Cooke, USAL lie pondered a name "1, thout
he picked BLUE BOOK, which he thought had .. lot
therefore actually having none!82
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Time, in its March 3rd issue, produced the year's first
big ma~ne treatment of UFO's. While the military seemed to
be ta k ing the ur:o problem seriously for the moment, Time ~ id
its own squelchi ng by making fun of disc stories, especi'ady
Frank Scully's Venusian yarn. The article did, however, wind
up with a surprise in the form of a·favorable review of Edward
Sullivan's amateur group of saucer sluets, the Civilian Saucer
Investigations of Los Angeles. The magazine was probably leery
of blasting the group because of its memb ership. CSI's star
member was Dr. Walter Riedel of North American Aviation Corporat ion who had been an intense student of the UFO riddle fo · some
time and had come to the conclusion that the reported obj :cts
were real, that they possessed solidity and were some sor : of
machine. Because of his training and background, he dete ·mined
that:
1.

2.
~-

The metals used in such objects surpassed
known alloys in heat resistance.
High performance shown by the UFO's exceeded
known designs.
Lack of exhaust trails also indicate a hi ghly
advanced technology.

His conclusion:

"Visitors from the void." 83

Lending authority to his views was the fact that Dr . Riedel
spent Korld War II as the chief designer of the German V · rocket
works at Peenemunde.
As usual Time ended an article on UFO's· on a doubtL tg note,
questioning the-riCk of radar contact, the mi ssing piles , f
saucer wreckage of craft gone awry, and the limited repor ing
of UFO's over metropolitan areas.
This is a good opportunity to point out that interest in
the UfO mystery seemed to be sweeping the aircraft industry of
Southern California during the early 1950's . Besides Edward
Sullivan's CSI with i ts members from North American Aviation,
there existed the "Flying Saucer Club of San Dieg o" made IJP
of engineers from the Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corpor~tion. 84
Likewise, there was the Lockheed bunch mentioned in a March 3,
1952 letter penned by Dr. Lincoln La Paz. Unl ike the civilian
organization created by Coral Lorenzen (APRO), the forementioned
groups had good connections within the military and could prove
to be potent critics of official policy as demonstrated b~· the
gentlemen f rom Republic Aircraft who met with General Cabell
in an explos ive meeting back in September 1951.
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Returning to the forcmentioned La Paz Jetter, we see
another example of how well aviation experts were becoming
entwined with the military's UFO investigation. The letter from
Dr. La Paz was addressed to Colonel Doyle Rees in charge of the
OSI's 17th District Office based at Kirtland Air Force Base,
Ne~ Mexico.
The missive read:
"You no doubt recall the investigation carried
out jointly by the 17th District OSI Office and the
Institute of Meteoritics in the Mescalero-Apache
Reservation. Our guide on the field trip made
through the reservation was Mr. Charles Milligan,
who was on leave from his engineering work with
the Lockheed Corporation in California.
"I have just had a long distance phone call
from Mr. Milligan, informing me that a group of
engineers and scientists which he recently helped
organize have a new and very interesting approach
to the green fireball problem which has long been
a matter of concern to you and me. Mr. Milligan
and his associates are anxious to discuss this
matter with agents of the OSI. I promised to
bring this matter to your attention at the Washington office in the hope that you would be able
to arrange for OSI agents to communicate with the
secretary of Mr. Milligan's group, namely, Mr.
William M. Thompson, --- (deleted), North Hollywood,
California.
"Lt. Paul Ryan, with whom we several times
cooperated in the Roswell area, is personally
acquainted with Mr. Milligan and was responsible
for Milligan's acting as guide during the Mescalero
search. I mention this action on Milligan's request." 85
Meanwhile, Robert Ginna of Life magazine dropped in to
visit Project GRUDGE at ATIC, Wr lght-Patterson Air Force Base,
on March 3rd, bringing with him an update of his inquiry into
the UFO riddle. A brief reference to this visit in Air Force
records tells us that the "proposed article had been coordinated
with Headquarters USAF," and that Ruppel t \vas interested in the
fact that the Life probe had turned up sowe intriguing UFO
reports by hignry-qualified civilian observers that had not
come to the attention of ATIC. Furthermore:
"It is believed that Mr. Ginna's contact with
the Air Force established an excellent source of
material in that Life has representatives all over
the world and these people are sending reports to
Life as a matter of routine. ATIC will have access to
tlle"Se reports."86

Another "thing" in the air in the Far East.
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An American C·S4 wa s approaching Achiya Air Base about
2:00p.m. March 4th and wa s :
~ .. approximately IS miles west of the Base,
over the Sea of Japan at an altitude of 15SO feet,
and was letting down at the rate of 300 feet per
minute . Speed of the C-S4 was 130 knot s. The
C·S4 was turning to 300 degrees. The pilot,
1st Lt. R. J. Weed , stated that the object wa s
heading 290 degrees , itself (sic) appeared to
be oval shaped, from SO to 100 feet in length,
and that both the trail and the object were bright
oran~e in color.
The object, itself, was app r oximately SO feet thick; the trail was approximately
SO feet in length. He stated that the object was
observed for from 11 to 2 minutes. The object
was at an estimated l S miles distance from him,
at an estimated altitude of 30,000 feet, and was
moving on a ho rizontal plane at a ' terrific speed .'
He added that it seemed to gradually fade from
sight.
"The other two crew members, 2nd Lt . T. G.
Camidge , Co-pilot; and S/Sgt . N. Davly , Engineer ;
concurred in the above account of the sighting.
"Lt. Weed further stated that the object was
definite l y not a je t aircraft. He stated that he
has seen jet type aircraft operating at night and,
further, that he has also seen jets operating with
afterburners during periods of darkness. He and
the crew were very impressed with the observation ,
remarking that they almost forgo t to land the aircraft because the object sighted had captured their
complete attention."87

The king of the columnists, Drew Pear son, now d i d an about
face from his early stance of sauc er doubter to charge, on
March 7th, that the Pentagon was keeping under wraps some 2S
radar - visible UFO cases, feeli ng justified in s upressing
the data since ra dar cou l d be fooled by ionized clouds which
more than once had put the military on th e alert and had
President Truman scurring to t he White House war room.88
Kaplan ' s plan.
Status Report #S had this interesting information:
"On March 7, 19S2, Dr. Joseph Kaplan , Professor
of Physics at UCLA and a member of the AF Scie ntific
Advisory Board visited ATIC to d iscuss met hod s of
obtaini ng more factu al information on the reported
unidentif ied aer ial objects than ha s been obtained
in the past. His primary interest is the 'Green
Fireball' phenomena, but the methods he sugges t ed
can be applied to a ny object.

"Llr. Kaplan 's ~u~gcs tion is to usc spectrum
as an aid in identifyi ng the objec ts.
Any object that emi t s light will have a definite
spe ctrum. The first step in Dr. K~plan' s suRgested
plan is to obtain the spectrum of the object. This
spectrum is then matched with th e s pectrum of known
objects such as meteors , stars, etc. , to eliminate
or establish the fact that they a re known objects .
If the objects arc not astronomical bodies the
spectrum will give some indication a s to what they
might be."89
analy~i s

A technical explanation was then detailed by Dr. Kapl an
which was reproduced by the Status Report , including a remark
by Air Force Intell igence that the propo sed program's feasibility would be st ud ied.
March 7th a pair of flat silver obj ec ts parked in th e
air several minute s over the suburbs of Tucson, Arizona.
Unfortunately, no mil itary equipment wa s available to zero
in on the UFO' s.90
A pair of dark bodies zipped over Oakland, California,
March lOth, perhaps too fast to be measured. Seen by a
C. K. Greenwood, one object launched it se lf s traight acros s
the sky like the flight of an arrow wh i l e it s wingmate scooted
along in sinuous course.91
"Umvarranted fear s ."
The persistent attempts to get the results of Project
TWINKLE declassified conti nued to smoke out intriguing commentary by the Air Force High Command. In a letter dated
March 11, 1952, it was sta ted by Colonel H. J. Kieling,
Executive Director of Intelligence, that :
"The att ached report on project 'Twinkle'
has been carefully reviewed by the Directorate
of Intelligence with a view to its po ss ible declassification and preparation of a suitabl e
press relea se.
"It is not c onsidered appropriate to declassify the project at this time si nce no
definite conclusions have been reached concerning the origin or nature of the phenomena which
have been investigated. I t is believed that a
release of the information to the public in its
present condition would cause undue s pec ulation
and give rise to unwarranted fears among the
populace such as occurred in previou s releases
on unidentified flying objects. Th is results
from re l eases when there has been no real solu tion. Thi s project is part of a larger program
which is known as ' Grudge' and whi ch has been
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established to investiRate reports of all uniden ·
tified flying object ~ighting~. Project 'Grudge'
is still in the investigative analysis stage and
has not as yet been thoroughly evaluated. Until
such time as it is possible to correlate the
information from all such related incidents, it is
not considered advisable to decla s sify any portion
of the over-all program.
"However, the Directorate of Intelligence
will continue its past policy of treating each
incident as a separate case and will recommend
the release of information on sightings which
appear to warrant publication."92
Well! There you are! Donald Kevhoe said as much in his
many books, although it was done i n a"more dramatic style.
"Still classified."
The same day Colonel Doyle Rees had something to say about
the release of information to the public in hi s answer to
Dr. Lincoln LaPaz:
"I enjoyed very much rece1v1ng your letter of
3 March 1952 and learning that the fireball phenomena
is still continuing. I often think of the great
ass i stance you so willingly gave us during that
investigation.
"I do not know how much help it would be to
Mr. Milligan to talk with OSI Agents on the subject ,
because as you know , the investigative reports are
classified. However, this is a matter he should take 93
up with the District Commander i n the area concerned."
Perhaps it was just as well the military sought to head off
"undue speculation that would give rise to unwarranted fears"
because the forward edge of the massive 1952 UFO wave was
beginning to appear along the northern part and a few places
in the middle of the U. S.
A wingless cylinder turned twice before being lost from
sight to the north over Columbus , Ohio , March 12th . The same
thing was reported in the air over Wellston, Ohio, travelling
a stra i gh t course while in view.95
At Athens, Ohio, an object appeared in the sky looking
like a " l ong silvery streak" as it dived through the air
after which it moved perpendicular to the earth.96
From a vantage poin t a t op a tower at Duke University
(Dur ham, North Carolina), on March 14th, a nightwatchman witnesed
a group of subjects flyi ng north to south.97
The beautiful crystal clear air of British Columbia was
host to a shimmering silver star-like body that moved in dif ferent directions, making right angle turns punctuated with
t h ree sharp bounces. A quartet of lumberjacks gave their
account of the spectacle to the Vancouver Sun.98
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A wobbly, tipping object that resembled two saucers
placed edge to edge, crossed the sky over Ionia, Michigan,
flashing a silver light. This was on March 17th.99
"Curious phenomenon."
On the road outside of Aix, France, at 8:30p.m. , an
evening late in t-1arch, a Pierre Urtin sa1• a "kind of fiery
ball" in the sky approaching at high speed . Silent and
casting out red-green rays of light, the "meteor" suddenly
changed gears and achieved a violent acceleration, doubling 100
its speed when it reached a point directl y above Mr. Urtin.
Navy Secretary Dan Kimball.
In mid-March, a member of President Truman's cabinet ,
Navy Secretary Dan Kimball, visited Pensacola Naval Air Station,
Florida; where he addressed an audience of Navy officers and
air cadets. During his address , Kimball told a sensational
story about a recent flight across the Pacific.
The Secretary and members of his staff, according to
Kimball's account, were travelling in two aircraft and were
over the ocean somewhere between Pearl Harbor and Guam when
the pilot of Kimball's plane left the controls and rushed back
to the passenger compartment. Excitedly the pilot explained
that: " ... a flying saucer had appeared out of nowhere, had
flown abeam the Secretary ' s plane for some distance, and had 101
just raced ahead and shot up into the sky and out of sight."
The pilot swore both he and his co-pilot had witnessed the
startling sight, requesting permission of Kimball to notify
PeadHarbor of the incident. Secretary Kimball thought it
best that no radio message be sent on ahead since the story:
" ... wouldn't be believed," but did give orders for the plane
carrying the rest of the staff following behind on the same
course be alerted. The message was sent and minutes later
the radio crackled with the astounding announcement from the
second plane that: " ... a flying saucer had jus t come down
and flown alongside the wing tip , then it shot ahead and
vanished into the sky."l02

" Air Defense Command and Joint Air Defense Board Briefing."
Status Report WS states:
"On 19 March 1952, General Childlaw and his sta:f,
of the Air Defense Command, and Ge nera l Gardner anc his
staff , of the Joint Air Defense Board, were briefec by
an ATIC briefing team. The groups were briefed on
the history and operations of Project Blue Book ana
a member of the Aircraft Performance and Characteristics Branch of ATIC presented data on missiles and
types of unconventional aircraft that are known to
ex ist or have existed.

-27 The purpose of the briefing 1,· ;r~ to prcs<'nt
the probl em to AOC a nd determin <' how they ca n
help. It was fou nd that AOC presently has abou t
30 radar s ites equipped wit h scope came r as . Those
cameras are not ope rational on a 24-h our basis,
but thi s could be accomplished in a minimum time
particular ly in l oca tions of special interest to
Project Blu e Book. Radar scope ph otog raphs "'ould
be of grea t value i n interpreting some of the
unusual radar returns that are r eported.
"Action ha s been taken to initiate a program
with AOC to utilize their ra dar facilities . "l03
"The Town send Bro"·n Foundation."
A Lt. General Craig phoned Ma jor Ge nera l Bert randia s on
March 24th to discuss the "Townsend Brown Foundation" of Los
Angeles, California. Gene ral Rertrandi as wa s i mpressed with
the group which wa s working on a "flying saucer - type" craft,
and urged General Craig to check on the queer project.104
Counter Intellig ence investigat ed the Los Angeles or ga n ization and learned nothing alarming,l OS but it would not ·be
the last time the Air Force would hear from the foun dation's
leader, Townsend - Brown.
A cloud in t he sky over Chicago March 27th s pit out a
couple of disc -li ke things that flipped compl e t ely over durin g
a short flight in t he area. After a while the pair returned
to the blanket of vapor ~here they had first emerg ed . 107 ~

•

More mystery i n the war zone.
A press account reads:
"At 11 :20 a.m., t-larch 29, 1952, an Air Force
pilot was flying a T-6 north of Ni s awa, Japan.
It was a bright cloudless day. Lt. D. C. Brigham
was in the T-6 target plane in a practice intercept mission, with a flight of two F-84's pursuing
him.
"As the first F-84 overtoo k him at 6,000 feet ,
Brigham noti c ed a flash of sunlight behind it and
saw a small shiny disc-shaped object gai ning on
the interceptor. The UFO curved toward the F-84,
decelerating rapidly to the Thunderj et ' s air speed
(ISO to 160 mph) and flipping up on edge in a 90
degree bank. Then it fluttered along close to the
interceptor' s fuselage (between the two aircraft)
for 2 to 3 seconds , and pulled away around the
sta r board wing, flipping once, apparently a s i t
h it the slipstream. Finally, the object pa ssed
the F-84, crossed in f r ont, pulled up abruptly,
accelerated, and sho t out of sight in a near
vertical c limb.
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"Lieutenant Brighall estiaated that the UFO
at its closest point was 30 to SO feet away fro•
his plane. It was round, shiny as polished
.
chromium, and seemed to be about 8 inches in dia•eter.
Throughout the observation, the disc rocked back and
forth in 40 dearee banks at about one-second intervals. Lieutenant Brigham saw no exhaust or protrusions, ~uf reported a ripple in the apgarently
metal skin •round the edge of the disc."l 8

\

. An Air Force Captain, a jet p i lot friend of Donald Keyhoe
of Jim Riordan, shook his head after reading the
tof!sawa uport: "How the devil could an eight inch di sc fly,
let alone maneuver li}\e that7"109 Donald Keyhoe didn't know
the answer either but the continued reporting of s uch incidents
increa s ed his resolve to keep abreast of the mystery. Already
the ~x -Mari ne pilot was thinking about another book about UFOfs .
~Y ~he na~e

Why the Congo?
The next episode is briefly mentioned in various UFO books
lik• Keyhoe•s and one might assume it was of doubtful authenti ci ty
but a search of Air Force files ha s uncovered the original account .
The date of the case wa s March Z9, 19SZ. An ATIC document states:
"Location:

Belgian Congo.

"Recently two fiery disks wore sighted over the
uranium mines located in the northern part of the
Belgian Congo in the Elisabethville distri ct. The
disks glided in curves and changed their po sit ion
•any times, so that fro• below they sometimes
appeared a~ plates, ovals and s imply lines . Suddenl y both 4isks hovered in one spot, then took
off in a unique zigzag flight to the NE.
"Coaaander ( · ·· deleted) of the small Elisabethville airfield iaaediately se t out in pursuit with
a fighter plane . On his approach he came within
about lZO meters of one of the disks. No further
identification action was taken."llO
Hero a'r e tw'o aorc fro• the U.S.
'

'

,.

)I i ~.

A 100 foot i~na cylinder slowly crept to~ard the northwest
over Butler, Missouri, on March. 29th . A soundless perforaance,
it left no s11oke tnil- .. ·The princip!e witness was the Chairman
of the Industrial CQa•ission of the Hissouri Department of
Labor and Industrial Relations, C. J. Henry.lll
.~ '
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That same day something dropped in on ~ew England. It
dropped at an alar•jna speed ~ut of the sky over Greenfield,
Massachu se tts, the . ~Qar of the wind reaching the ears of the
citjzens of the~ ~own below. Coaina to a halt at 1, 500 feet,
the thing was visible to witnes s es as a "rotating disc" which
floated in the air and then tipped on edge showin~ two rings
~··

\

:
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both about four feet wide. It eventually sped away following
the contours of the terrain. Reaching a point above a mountain
peak, it then shot back to the reaches of thinner atmosphere
somewhere above.l12
Back at ATIC Ruppelt was preparing Project BLUE BOOK
Status Report IS on March 31st when the Pentagon phoned asking
for clarification of the January 1948 Captain Mantell tragedy.
A Colonel in the Pentagon's Office of Public Information was
requesting information on the death of the National Guard pilot,
and the planet Venus explanation that was supposed to have ended
speculation about the case. Ruppelt dropped everything and
rummaged through old Air Force files. Much of the material
was incomplete and hard to read so he questioned some of the
Intelligence officers that had worked on Project SIGN. This
led to Ruppelt contacting the Air Force's first scientific UFO
advisor Dr. J. Allen Hynek of Ohio State University who Ruppelt
later praised as the "most impressive scientist ever to work on
the UFO problem. "113
Over lunch Ruppelt and Dr. Hynek reviewed the famous Mantell
case of January 7, 1948 that had produced screaming newspaper
headlines about a "pilot killed by a flying saucer," a disaster
that was soon after explained as an accident, the dead pilot
mistaking the planet Venus for a mysterious UFO. Dr. Hynek
explained that the Venus solution had been based on only
circumstantial evidence and that he could not pass judgement
on theories such as balloons, reflections, etc., since they
were not within his field of expertise.
After his talk with Dr. Hynek, Ruppelt zeroed in on the
Skyhook balloon theory to explain the UFO in the Mantell case
since only a few simple assumptions were required to have the
balloon answer fit the apparent facts as they were given in
official records. Studying the data, Ruppelt became convinced
that the Skyhook answer was the correct one so he phoned the
Pentagon's Office of Public Information and passed on his
decision.
Perhaps of greater significance than Ruppelt's Skyhook
decision was the meeting between Ruppelt and Dr. Hynek which
led to the Ohio professor's return to the work of an astronomical consultant to the Air Force. Dr. Hynek later wrote:
"I played essentially no part in Project Grudge,
and it was not until after the organization of Project
Blue Book, under Captain Ruppelt in 1952, that I
again became scientific consultant on UFO matters.
Although my chief re sponsibility was as astronomical
consultant, I concerned myself with all reports as
they ca•e in, each month reviewing current reports.
Thus I became aware of some very interesting cases,
most of which were submerged· in a veritable quagmire
of nonsense reports." 115
Dr. Hynek's help was needed but the subject of providing
solutions was explained further by Ruppelt.
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"The most serious question since the beginning of man."
The pressure to supply answers to puzzling UFO report~
was cased, Ruppelt knew ~ell enough, by the realization that
the most important decision of all would not be his to make.
lie wrote: "Giving a final answer would require a serious
decision--probably one of the most serious since the begin ning of man."ll6
A "UFO" supreme court.
Ever since mid-1951, there had been talk at ATlC of c <n vening a "panel of experts" to seriously ..,·eigh the UFO evicence. *
By the first part of 1952 such plans had firmed, since the space
ship idea had edged up not ch by notch , until early 1952 when
the extraterrestrial theory was being seriously entertained
in both military and scientific circles.ll7 Anticipating the
appointment of a "UFO supreme court" the Battelle Memorial
Institute was given the okay to move ahead at full throttle
under a contractual agreement codenamed "Project STORK," but
also referred to at times by the designation "PPS-100." The
date of inception was March 31, 1952 and the supervisor of
STORK was a Mr. William Reid. The requirements were:
"1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Provide a panel of consultants.
Assist in improving interrogation forms.
Analyze existing sighting reports.
Subscribe to a clipping service.
Apprise the sponsor month ly of all work done." 118

Since Battelle was the world's largest non-profit ind~pen
dent research organization which conducted thousands of studies
every year for dozens of countries in the social, physical,
and life science, a person had every right to expect great
things from STORK.
The timing would be perfect for STORK,
~nee April set
an all-time record for UFO reports and most were from military
sources. Moreover, ordinary citizens wro te the Air Force add ing some ZOO reports to Project BLUE BOOK's files, and the news paper clipping serv ice would forward press articles in the tens
of thousands. Ruppelt, however, would have his hands full just
processing information coming through official channels.ll9
ApriL

*By mid-1951, the Pentagon realized that excellent UFO reports
made by the military had kept increasing in spite of the lack
of publicity, a fact that tended to disprove the "UFO s ighti ngs are
due to hysteria" theory.
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An lntelli genc~ briefing was given on April 1st a t AT IC
headquarters, Wright - Pattern Air Force Base, Ouyton , Ohio, and
a transcript of it has bee n preserved in Air Force files. Just
who was briefed that first day of April wa s not recorded hut
apparen tly the material was meant to be a standardized pre se n tation to visitors to Project BLUE BOOK and thus was used on
a number of other occasions.
Most of the material upon examination shows that it contains considerable routine information like the explain i ng of
ATI C's mission (Prevention of technologica l s urprise i n the
air.) , hut it did lead up to the subject of airc raft of advanced
de si gn and from t hat to the UFO mystery. An expe rt from th e
Air Force's Technical Analysis Divi sio n, according to the
b r iefing documents , gave a run down on the capability of the
very late st achievements in aeronautical science and then
tied the discussion to the UFO riddle by stati ng: '"Thi s
applies to conventional aircraft, however, and si nce our
reports ind1cat1ng a1rcraft point to a h ighly unconventional
type, it is felt that in-f l ight refuel ing as a-poss ible exp l a nation for the phenomena offers little promi se. "l20
Other than that last startling sentence, nothing much else
about UFO's appears in the briefing script (Unless, of course ,
such data was censored.).
Kaplan and cameras.
A key figure in the Air Force's effort was Dr. J. Kaplan
continued to push for a serious sc i entific approach. On
the second of April he outlined his plan of using diffraction
~rating equipped cameras, utilizing a laboratory model and
st re s sing the economics of using a parti cu lar type of grating
"'hich was cheap but adequate (Even at thi s hiatus of official
interest money wa s a problem . ).
Demonstrating hi s device to BLUE BOOK personnel, Dr. Kaplan
discussed how the use of sky-scanning cameras to identify unu sual
airborne objects would be enhanced by a len s grating that would
bre ak down the light from even the most blurred source to reveal
temperature and the compos ition much like an astronomer s tud y ing
a s tar (There is no indication in the record that Dr. Kaplan
took s eriousl y report s of metallic disks but there is little
doubt he would have given ten years pay to examine the
spec trum of a streaking green fireball that zoomed over New
Mexico with teasing regularity.).l21
~ho

In spite of this highly techni cal suggestion, BLUE BOOK
with Ruppelt at the helm had no desire to pa ss up less sophis ticated means.
"A source of information."
Accompanied by Colonel S. H. Kirtland, Ruppelt flew to
Los Angeles April 2nd where he and the Colonel dropped in on
a meeting of the Civi l ian Saucer Investigator s , the group of

amateur UFO inve s tigators that had been mentioned in Time
magazine and hoa sted llr. Walther Riedel a s its direct~a
scientist who had been quoted as saying: "I ' m convinced
saucer s have an out-of-the-~orld basis . "122 Ruppelt remembered t he gathering as being composed of: " ... well-meaning
Don Quixote-types," and could only shake his head at their
attempt to do what the Air Force could not.l23
Ruppelt did address the group, briefing the members of
CSI on the unclassified aspects of BLUE BOOK operations and
in spite of his "Don Quixote" comment, he did take note that
many in the audience were employees of the ~orth American
Aircra f t, Inc., people that were aerophysics exp~ r ts and ·
qualified engineers engaged in missile development.
Regardless Gf the impression given in Ruppelt's ~emiors,
1o1hi c h indicates that the visit was something of a whim,
official documents tell a different story. As head of BLUE
BOOK Ruppelt at that time was making an extensive effort to
garner as much UFO data as possible and the principle pu rpose of the visit was to establish an official liaison with
the civilian band to channel any information they would receive
to Wr i ght Field.l24
CSI managed a contr i bution that very evening since one
of the members had been able to procure an advanced copy of
the April 7th issue of Life magazine that contained the long
awaited UFO article wor~on by Bob Ginna. The world's most
wide l y read periodical had finally published the big UFO story
i t had commissioned months before. The reputation of Life
for serious journalism meant the slant gi,·en the topiccould
have a sub s tantial impact on public opinion, and with that
in mind Ruppelt was wide-eyed at the article's title: "Do
We Have Vis i tors From Space?"
In the a rticle Life took the opportunity, via the pen of
Bob Ginna, to eat a ITITle humble pie. The editors conf(~ s s ed
that their initial reaction to the outbreak of the "flying
saucer craze" in 1947 was that the phenomenon would only be
a one - time summer absurdity, a feeling that prevailed until
Janu ary 1948, when Captain Mantell was killed "chasing a
saucer." That sobering event was followed by the Air Force's
1949 UFO project report distr i buted to the news media which
attributed UFO sightings to explainable fac t ors of an unsensational nature, a document that seemed to act like a seda~ive
to ferven t imaginations since reports slowed to a tr i ckle.
Yet when Life did get around to asking questions serious y,
on and ofttne r ecord, it learned that not all the exper-.: s
were at peace with the notion there wa s nothing to UFO reports.
It was also noted that concern was growing , not diminishing.
Finally, Life obtained an electrifying admission from an
Intell ige"i1C"e"officer: "The higher you go in the Air Force, the
more seriously they take the flying saucers . "l25
Life discussed ten UFO incidents, presented in capulated
f orm,-anQ a rrived at the extra terrestr i al solution as the most
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likely possibility. The ten cases were touted as "scientific
evidence" although a critical reader would contest that contention. Furthermore, only two men with scientific credentials were quoted, CSI's Dr. Walther Riedel and a Dr. Maurice
A. Biot, as endorsing the concept of aliens penetrating the
Earth's atmosphere. As for the Air Force, an article subheading proclaimed that the service was "now ready to concede that some UFO's are unexplained . l26 Was that true?
French UFO author Jimmy Guieu interpreted Life's effort
as something other than a daring achievement of investigative
journalism, seeing the article as probably an Air Force attempt
to use the magazine as a mouthpiece, imparting the message
that there might be something strange in the atmosphere and
that the military was mobilizing men and material to find some
answers.l27
"Flying Saucers are Back."
Reacting to the swelling UFO activity, Sir magazine whipped
up enthusiasm on the news stands with an art1cle in its April
issue with the title: "Flying Saucers are Back," a rehash of
the more sensational stories. Climbing on the bandwagon started
by Life, Sir announced: "American scientists are now really
t.·orned about flying saucers- -these weird machines have been
sighted more and more -- hovering over our biggest secret atomic
experiments."l28 There was no telling how far speculation
would accelerate. Everyone looked to Wa s hington for an officia l statement.
Word from ~ashington, D.C., April 4th, countered any
excesses the Life article might have evoked, explaining that
recent Air Force-statements should not mean anything other than
that th e Pentagon had a "continued intere st " in UFO's and that
no: " ... new evaluations have been made or new conclusions have
been reached."l29
If the powers- that -be were anti-UFO, why all the pro-UFO
language in the Life article which wa s written with Air Force
assistance? Ruppelt admits that the "maybe the UFO's are space
ships" artic le in Life had been "unoff icia lly inspired" by
the "Air Force." ""i"Jl"eBLUE BOOK chief defi ned what he mean t
by the "Air Force" as the "personal opinion" of several h igh
ranking offi ce r s in the Pentagon. Ginna drew encouragement for
the alien slant from personal interviews and not documen t ed
data .1 30
For their part, the UFO's were geari ng up to provide ample
opportun ity for thousands of Americans to judge the mystery
f irst hand. The UFO wave of 1952 would move south out of
Ca nada in the next few weeks.
At 10:30 p.n. April 4t h, persons li ving ou tside llnmmond,
British Columbia , were e njoying a clear eve n ing air when a
~rec n shimmer ing point of light came over the ~outhern horizon.

A':'o it got closer to the zenith, the green color faded to
an o range-amber hue. The point of lipht took on a discernible shape , that of an oval , as it neared 12 o'clock high,
and then casting off a s parkling trail, the l ight made an
abrupt left turn and moved on a western track for a brief
time. It then halted. Immediately thereafter, it retraced
it s approach cour se. Before being lost to view in the southern
sky , its coloration changed ~o pure amber and then to a green,
and finally to a white hue.l~l
Rand endorses Kaplan.
"A group of Rand, Inc., personnel were
briefed on 4 April 1952. Although Rand, Inc.,
is not associated with the project in any way,
some of the scientists are personally interested
and have been following the status of the projec
After the briefing, various aspects of the proje t
were discussed, among them the use of a diffraction grating camera to obtain the spectrum of ob ··
jects that may be observed. All of the group colocu rred that this would be an inexpensive method
of obtaining more definite data."132
While we are at it, what did the BLUE BOOK Statu~ Report
have to say about the Life article? Report 16 stated·
"This article c reated a great deal of intere • t
in the subject of unidentified aerial objects.
During the period of 3 April to 6 April 1952,
approximately 350 daily newspapers in all parts
of the United States carried some mention
of
the article and some mention of the fact that
the Air Force wa s interested in receiving s uch
reports.
"It should be noted here that the conclusions
reached by Life are not those of the Air Force.
No proof extsts that these objects are from outer
space.•• l 33
Did this publicity generate an increase in UFO reports
across the country? The answer to that is no! The UFO wave
of 1952 had yet to leave Canadian latitude s.
"No significance is attac hed."
Examining a UFO report submi tted by a civilian source on
April 5th, one is struck by a comment made by the investigating
Intelligence officer. The case itself is not as worthy of
note as the attitude of the agent making the inquiry. A
Capta in F. R. Roeper declared: "No significance attached
to this lone report. However, if substantiated by repo r ts
in surround ing areas, perti n en t information may be incorporated."l34
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Okinawa, J:tpan.
UFO reports from the war zone in the Far East early in
the year did not match some obse rvati ons made later on in
Okinawa. That these latter sightings made no splash in the
press is explained by the fact that information on the inc i dents was buried in classified dcbriefin~ documents that
detailed the witnesses' activities during combat missions
over North Korea. Inserted right in the middle of a routine
Intelligence report were some unusual statements.
It seems in one case on April 5, 1952 an American air
crew had just returned from a bombing run and was in the tent
area of Kadena Air Force Base on Okinawa after deplanning prior
to reporting in . It was midnight and overhead was a thin,
broken layer of cloud at 20,000 feet. The wind was out of
the North. Their flight log listed routine occurrences during
the mission like: "removal of chaff dispenser," "test of SO
caliber guns satisfactory," and "observed whitish brown puff
of smoke at Hungham." Only in a few places would the log make
for interesting reading with short references to flak or a
near approach by a communist interceptor. The fascinating
section deals with that period after landing:
"Unidentified flying object observed at an
approximate altitude of 20,000 feet flying an
erratic course from position on North horizon
to Base Area and then disappearing to the West.
The object was observed to approach the base
flying a straight and level cours e on and then
maneuvered over the base with violent high speed
zig-zagging stopping momentarily and than maneuvering. Finally object shot up out of sight
heading West. Total time of observation was ten
minutes. The object was observed to have the
following characteristics, namely: (1) white
steady light (2) no definite shape but larger
than the stars (3) noiseless (4) no trail of
sparks or flame (5) grew larger and brighter
on approach and sma ller and dimmer ascending
and breaking away (6) all maneuvering done at
speeds higher than any conventional jet aircraft-estimated at 1000 knots."l35
Saucer over Shreveport.
Was it a balloon?

Air Force records state:

·~t approximately 1430 CST on 9 April 1952,
a C-46 crew observed an object between Shreveport,
La., and Barksdale Air Force Base. The C-46 was
at 9,000 feet on a heading of 90 degrees. The
object, which appeared to be disc-shaped, creamcolored and 30 to 40 feet in diameter was ahead
of the aircraft at an es~imated altitude of 4,000
feet and coming directly toward it. When the

object was some distance ~head of the C-46, it appeared
to turn into the easterly wind. It passed under the C-~6.
over Barksdale Air Force Base, and climbed into the overcast which was at 12,000 feet.
"Fifteen minutes later another C-46 observed a
similar object five-six miles north of Barksdale. It
appeared to be at 11,000 feet and was disappearing
on a northerly heading."l36
F-86 fighers were scrambled in an effort to intercept the
object but results were negative.
Afterward, Air Force investigators listed under the
heading: "STATUS OF THE INVESTIGATION" this remark:
"A Radiosonde balloon was scheduled for launching at 1500 CST. The description of the object
and its maneuvers are somewhat similar to previous
reports that were possibly balloons. However, if
the time of sighting is correct and the balloon
was launched on schedule, the object was probably
not a balloon."l37
Green, green, and more green.
A phosphorescent green fireball raced over Racine, Wisconsin,
on April 7th, while another appeared in the sky over Portland,
Oregon, the same day.l38 A short time after the first sighti~g,
three green lights moving in formation passed over Portland.l~9
The northern activity continues.
April 11th at Temiskaking, Ontario, six disc-like objects
followed by vapor trails noiselessly bobbed up and down in the
sky .140
Also on the 11th near Hammond, British Columbia a bright
light similar to those previously reported in the area was
observed again, the second incident in a week.l41
A secret dispatch from the Artie increased the ji · ters
among those in the Air Force following the UFO mystery
Heretofore, the mere suspicion of possible Russian intrusicns had
kept alive interest in any reports of strange aircraft , but
the communists had not, so far as it was known, dared come near
American territory. On April 12, 1950 the following message
was flashed to all Commands:
"THE CG OF THE ALASKAN AIR COMMAND REPORTS THAT
ON 12 APRIL A GROUND OBSERVED AT POINT HOPE (NORTH·
WESTERN TIP OF ALASKA) SIGHTED AN UNIDENTIFIED MULTIENGINE AIRCRAFT HEADING SOUTHEAST, ALTITUDE AND SPEED
UNKNOWN. THERE WERE NO KNOWN FRIENDLY MULTI-ENGINE
AIRCRAFT IN THAT AREA AT TIME OF THE SIGHTING. THIS
MAY BE A POSSIBLE INDICATION OF THE FIRST SOVIET OVERFLIGHT OF ALASKAN TERRITORY."142

-37~crvousness over possible Russian activity was indirectlv
confirmed by the reaction of an Air Force General when he was
interviewed by the press in Washington on Au~ust 3rd. The
General, according to the press account, ~hen asked directly:
" ... edged cautiously around the question of a major alert in
Alaska on April 17th."l43

North Bay, Ontario, April 12th.
A bright amber-colored disc-like object came from the
crossed over the local airfield, stopped in the
air, and then retraced its course. As it sped away it rose
into the sky with terrific speed at a 30 degree angle. The
UFO was observed and reported by two Canadian Air Force
enlisted men.14 4
south~est,

Besides press reports, a message was forwarded to Project
BLUE BOOK from the Office of the Air Attache, U.S. Embassy,
Ottawa, giving additional details, noting the time of day
(2230) and the exact site of the observation (The married
quarters of the RCAF North Bay Air Station). Moreover, it
was stated:
"The two observers were \~arrant Officer --(deleted), a veteran airman with 13 years ' service
and Flight Sergeant -- - (deleted). It is impossible
to estimate the reliability and/or experience of
the individual airmen until a more complete report
is received from RCAF Intelligence. "14 S
From its lofty perch, the New York Times squinted down at
the saucer resurgence. On April 12th the renowned New York
dai ly gave the UFO subject ten inches of type, ten inches of
airy rebuke, saying that believers must have received a big
boost from Life, while expressing astonishment that the Air
Force's 194g-cQnclusions had not dealt a death blow to the
disc rumors. The UFO mystery it suggested, could be likened
to the Loch Ness monster in that it seems to have perpetual
appeal. Life's arguments were waved away and replaced with
the balloon 1dea since Liddle was a hero to the Times in
spite of critics. That a few reports evaded a s1mple analysis
might be expected, commented the editors of the Times, as
well as a certain smuggness from those who took delight in
stumping science. The Times reflected a bit on Charles Fort,
the eccentric collector-ana-expounder of the unexplained who
died in 1932 but lately christened the "Father of the Flying
Saucers," the New York newspaper remarking that the Bronx
writer's ghost no doubt was enjoying a few hearty chuckles
over the public's massive surrender to the improbable.
The Times had not shifted much from its New Year's Day
declaratiOnOr 1948 that mocked what it had already termed the
"saucer legend," and now, over four years later, the paper had·
to admit that the "apparitions" were more substantial than it
had assumed even if the my stery was "only balloons."l46 Alas,
more disappointments lay ahead.

'

Turning two pages in the ~arne edit ion revealed a n it e m
that did violence to the T ime's self -assured demeaner on th e
saucer issue, the as se rtions of J.J. Kali sz ewski, supervi sor
of the aeronautical re s earch laborator y of the Ge neral Mill s
experimental station at Minneapolis. Again he ripped to
sheds the balloon theory by recounting hi s experiences of
October the year before, while insisting that the mystery
objects he encountered were not of plastic construction but
"aerial objects of undetermined origin."
Kaliszewski urged a round-the-clock radar, telescope,
and sky camera alert to be established by the government, 14 -1
the 24-hour watch to be set up at White Sands , New ~exico.
At the same time the United Press interviewed Charles B.
Moore, an aeronautical engineer of General Mil l s ' balloon
project who claimed up to 20 encounter s with st range flying
objects during launch operations.l48
UFO's and powe rlines.
A UFO incident in Norway on Easter Sunday caused an .
uproar among Norweigan authorities. The press there proclaimed
that reliable people had witnessed: '' ... the most extraordinary
phenomenon every observed in this country."l49
The incident began late in the evening at abou t 10:30 p.m.
during excellent weather offe ring a clear view of the sky. At
an isolated farmhouse perched a top a hil l above Toroo a
19-year-old youth was studying for an exam. The farmho use
had a good view of the valley below and from a window in his
room the youth spo tted an odd fire-like phenomenon across the
way. He yelled to hi s sister and father to come and observe
a strange "fire" burning on the other side of the valley.
He thought it very unu s ual that a "fire" would be burning at
that hour especially in the forest, so he went outside with
hi s sister to stare at the glow. What happened then is best
described in the words of the principle witness , the 19-yearold, who related to the press:
"Then an extraordinary thing happened: the
'fi re' or ball of fire, rat her--all of a sudden
ascended straight up into the air, at a colossal
rate, only to stop instantaneously. It stood there
as though nailed to the background. For some moments
it remained absolutely still, then it shot off to the
side also at a great rate, stopped still, sank a
little, possibly vibrating somewhat. The whole
time it was radiating light, sometimes dull ,
resembling strong moonlight, but for the most part
of the time it looked like a bright light. The
strength of the light changed several times. "150
The three witnesses were bewildered and confused by the wei r d
luminous spot. Th e father dashed back indoors to fet ~ h binoculars,
but when he emerged from the house and peered at the phenomenon
with optical instrument, the magnified image only showed a kind

of smooth glowing ball bathing the mountain plateau as if
from a light projector which thrcK out rays in differ e nt
directions.
The last act in the drama was de scribed h y the 19-yc ar old in this way:
"It finallv ascended above the hill at a
rate and. then , after I had been Katching
it for exactly 25 minutes, it s hot off in a south erly direction at an incredible speed . The ball
of fire emitted a very strong light causing th e
entire hill to be illuminated as though by a s trong
searchlight. The light was turned a couple of times,
first to the east, then to the west . The ball of
fire then set off in an easterly direction, and
appeared to come to a stop again, but we could
see it clearly no longer.lSl
~rcat

The youth, aware of the laws of physics, was stunned by
the terrific power displayed by the object's actions, especially by the "impossible feat of stopping dead in mid-air . "
The boy's father ventured an interesting suggestion,
pointing out that there may have been some connection between
the fiery manifestation and the nearby electric power lines
that led from the Hal installations. He declared:
"The ball of fire at first appeared right above
the cable net, but then it rose and then stopped
quite still in mid-air, I realized it must have
something to do 1vi th trose modern invent ions . To
me it appeared to be a glowing ball of fire, and
when it started to move up and down in the air at
great speed, it was obvious that it was some sort
of gadget guided by remote control. The odd thing
was that there was no sort of a noise emerging from
it. Admittedly it was a fair distance away, three
kilometers as the crow flies, and the river runs
fast down in the valley, but with the speed the ball
was travelling, there ought to have been some sort
of a roar, or drone. But none of us heard a sound
of this kind . "l52
When the forementioned was officially reported to the
Commander of the Home Defense Camp at nearby Torpomoen, the
story received serious attention. The Commander expressed a
belief that the phenomenon could not be anything other than
"something like a flyin~ saucer."l53
Authorities lost no time in consulting meteorologists and
scientists to explore the ball lightning hypothesis, but that
approach yielded little value in helping to explain the incident. The experts excluded the ball lightning answer citing
the calm, clear weather and the unusual size and duration of
fiery ball.154
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A theory offered by the 19-year-old's father wa s al s o
dismiss ed by the experts:
"It has been guessed that the occurrence
might be caused by disturbances of the Hol
electric cable net, but the electro - engineer
states that this is out of the question. Had
that been the case~ there would have been a
small explosion. "1:>5
Lending weight to the credibility of the Torpo case were
o ther reports. Official documents reveal:
"It transpires that a similar phenomenon
has been observed during the last winter higher
up the Hallingdel, at Vats above Aal. There a
reliable person ... [said) he has seen it as much
as four times in the course of the winter. The
person in question is Mr. Strandron of Kjellarnard,
he states that he first observed the phenomenon
just before Christmas, the other times between
Christmas and Easter. It occurred each time la . e
at night, between 21:30 and 23:00 hours. He wa~
able to give a detailed account of the movement s
of the ball of fire. In this case too, the ball
stood perfectly still in mid-air, then shot off
to the side at a great rate, stopped dead once uore,
and performed a number of queer maneuvers, with
abrupt movements. The ball the whole time emitted
a very strong light, but according to Mr. Strandron
the light had a green hue. Once Mr. Strandson watched
the ball of fire through a pair of binoculars, but
the light was too strong to allow him to distinguish
thecontours. Each time it appeared that the object
was a perfectly round sphere. The ball of fire in
each case disappeared in the same direction behind
a hill at great speed. "156

Dull orange "ducks" over the Gulf of Mexico.
Swearing under oath and after being warned of his rights
under Article 31 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, an
Air Force 1st Lieutenant assigned to the 3300 Technical Training Group, Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi, voluntarily
issued the following statement:
"While attending the Bearch Drive-in Theater·
on the night of 13 April, I, First Lieutenant
(---deleted) and my wife, (---deleted), sighted
three unidentified objects in the sky out over
the Gulf of Mexico, south of our location. The
objects appeared to be in a formation or definite
pattern, round in shape and of a dull orange color
similar to the glow of heated metal, and were traveling west. The objects appeared to be approximately
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th i rty degrees in elevation. The objects were within my sight for approximately four to five seconds.
After approximately three seconds, the objects
appeared to change formation or alter their pattern and then vani s hed from to my right (West).
"I believe that the possibility of sighted
objects being confused with falling starts is
precluded by the direct horizontal path of the
objects sighted and the difference in color be tween a star and the sighted objects."157
Yet

~nother

report by military observers:

"On 13 April 1952, at 1645 MST, four airmen
observed a silver, disc-shaped object east of
Moriarity, New Mexico. The object appeared to
be travelling at a high rate of speed and its
flight path was very erratic. The object was
assumed to be disc-shaped due to the fact that it
appeared to tip edgewise and disappear for an
instant . When first noticed, the object was
thought to be a high flying jet aircraft but all
the observers are familiar with jet aircraft and
they all agreed that its speed and maneuverability
eliminated that possibility.
"The time of observation was judged to be from
four to ten minutes."158
The Adjutant that filed the report, Captain P. F. Jones,
commented: "The visual contact can be considered authentic
and the personnel involved can be considered reliable as far
as the organization is concerned."l59 He went on to point out
that all of the observers: " ... were impressed most by its
high speed and maneuverability."l60
An airline radio operator and other airline personnel
noticed a disc-like object spouting a blue-white flame from
its trailing edge as it moved over Cleveland, Ohio on April 13th.
Estimated to have been at 3,000 feet as it passed overhead, the
thing did not maneuver but it did seem to shake a bit. Because
of its slow speed and for the fact that only the top part was
brilliant, the report does not mention the meteor theory.l61
For thirty minutes a huge disc-like object was seen moving
from horizon to horizon over Anchorage, Alaska, on April 14th.
A dozen people observed the thing. One had binoculars bu t there
was nothing said that indicated the object was a balloon.162
Wlademar Kaempffert, in his "Science in Review" column,
joined the New York Times in attacking both Life's article
and those that held the notion that UFO's were-~her-world
visitors." Kaempffert assumed that " most" newsmen accepted the
Air Force's 1949 conclusions, which should have, he felt , doomed
the subject to permanent limbo. He charged the author s of th e
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some weak points in the June 194 7 Ken neth Arnold sig~ti ng and
the 1948 Chiles - Whitted UFO encounter. That was a n interesting criticism since Life didn 't dwell on the cases Kaempffcrt
mentioned, instead itoTscussed ten complet e l y diffe,·ent ones!
It was also curious to note Kaempffert' s reliance on the 1949
Air Force report wh en the Air Force had abandoned it for a new,
more intensive project to gat her informa tion fo r a s: udy by
top experts! Evident I y poorly versed in t he topi c , ··aempf fert

did not know each UFO report had a difference "s tran,eness
rating " and often a particu l a r case, ,,·as significa nt 1 y di vorced
from providing evidence of "exterrestrial visitors." He even
expressed a doubt that any man-made rocket would achieve an
e s cape velocity of seven mi l es a second to break the bound s
of the earth's gravity at least "in our t ime " (This was just
five yea rs before Sputnik). l63
"A 100 yards away."
It sped by rapidly. Some three feet in di ameter and a
foot high, an object wi th the likene ss of an "inve rted bowl"
was seen at 6:34 p.m. on April 14th.
A coup le of U.S. naval fliers claimed t hat during a flight
over Tennessee, at a point over the U. S. Nava l Air Range
Stati on at Memphis, a peculiar brightly glowing red object
passed by their plane on l y 100 yards away. Bes i des its
"inverted bow l " s hape , the objec t , t he airmen s aid, appeared
to have: " .. . slots running vertically from the top to the
bottom." The thing was in v i ew for a bout SO second s.l64
"A day of reckoning?"
A Project BLUE BOOK file card dealing with a Wisconsin
UFO case dated Apr i l 14, 1952 certainly seems i ntriguing but
little detail i s on the little rectangual piece of stiff paper.
It says something about a n airliner pilot spotting several
light-colored objects traveling at a high speed which shifted
position while in V-format i on .
Thi s case has an unusua l history. An Air Force scient ific
consultant, Dr. J. Al l e n Hyne k, penned a l ette r to Air Force
Intelligence in t he year 1968 concerning his attempted examination of the La Crosse, Wisconsin file. Dr. Hynek wrote:
"I or iginal l y asked to review t his ca s e in the
hope that unknown to me some additional follow-up
had been made. I found that despite th e fact that
a captain of a commercial airliner and others had
witnessed thi s,. no follow-up whateve r was made ...
since 1947, becau se of lack of funds and adequate
pe rsonnel, a formidable number of cases were not
adequately fo l lowed up. I had often pointed out,
both to officials in Dayton and in Wa shington , that
a day of r eckon i ng might some d ay come when the
Air Force mi gh t be asked to show cause why proper
i nves tigations were not made."l6S
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The rc~ctivat ion of the Air Force's special investigation
of UFO's, Project BLUE BOOK, left the OSI ~ondering what its
role would be, especially since there were indications another
wave of liFO reports were imminent . Ruppelt apparently had not
requested the OSI's help, so the OSI Office at Kirtland Air
Force Base, New Mexico, a UFO "hotspot" for years, didn't
wait for instructions. Th e Commander of the 17th District,
Lt. Colonel Richard G. Cox, warned the OSI's CounterInte lligence Division that his New Mexi co unit was unprc·
pared, or unwilling, to handle the job:

" Recently there have been reported in various
Arizona and New Mexico newspapers the sightings of
objects, which probably would come within the pur view of AFCSI Letter No. ·ss, dated 23 October 1950.
These observations have been made by persons
believed to be familiar with conventional type
aircraft and have been corroborated bv other witnesses presumed to be reliable.
·
"In view of the date of AFCSI Letter No. 85
and the renewed interest by the Air Force in these
sightings, as alleged by recent press releases,
this District respectfully requests advice as to
the extent into which investigations of these
incidents should be carried.
"Requests for investigation of these incidents have not been received from Base Commanders,
nor has a query been received from Headquarters
Air Materia l Command relative to them. An inquiry
at local Air Force Commands reveals no standard
operating procedure for reporting observations of
unconventional type aircraft, either to Headquarters
United States Air Force or Air Material Command.
"In the event it is the desire of your Headquarters that the 17th District inves tigate reports
regarding sightings of these objects, it is recommended very highly that such investigations be on very
l imited basis.
"It is requested that your Headquarters conta~t
the 17th District at your earliest convenience." 6
"Flying Saucers Excite Interest."
Compiling a report for all U.S. consulates and Consulate
Generals in Canada, The American Ambassador Deputy, Don C.
Bliss, included two paragraphs under the title: "Flying
Saucers Excite Interest." Bliss wrote:
"A report of the sighting of another flying
saucer has stirred up considerable interest in
the press during the past week. Two senior non commissioned officers of the RCAF stationed at
North Bay, Ontario, about two hundred miles northwest of Ottawa, reported a 'br ight amber disc' in
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the sky Khich they observed for several minutes
and which followed the usual pattern of changes
in direction and intensity.• The RCAF is conducting a routine investigation of their report
but attaches no particular importance to it.
"Comment, about 30 reports of sightings of
myster1ous objects have been reported during
the past three years. In October 1950, after
some investigation the RCAF accepted the con clusion of the USAF Project "Saucer" and adopted
a routine procedure for the investigation of these
incidents. The present flare-up of interest is
notable in that senior Canadian scientists have
been prompted to make statements and an enthusiastic reporter of the Ottawa Journal was given
some material which had prev1ously been classified. It is not considered that there has been
a change of official attitude toward these incidents as a result of the recent sightings."l67
The reason for the extraordinary comment was a strongly
worded news story in an Ottawa paper. The Ottawa Journal's
April 16th edition was headlined: "FLYING SAUCERS MAY BE
REAL HINT TOP CANADIAN SCIENTISTS."
The paper announced that top Canadian scientists and
RCAF Intelligence experts were "no longer scoffing," having
undergone a complete change in attitude. Recent sightings,
like the North Bay case, these men could not dismiss lightly.
Lending a sense of urgency and credibility to the ~rticle
were a number of direct quotes from emminent members of Canada's
scientific community.
Astrophysicist Dr. Peter Millman snapped: "We can't laugh
off these observations."l68 Dr. C. J. t-lackenzie, Chairman of
the Atomic Energy Control Board and past President of Canada's
National Research Council was similarly abrupt: "These reports
cannot be ignored as nonsense."l69 Commenting further Millman
said: "It is no good just laughing at these reports . We can't
discover any conventional explanation which would cover the
reported behavior of the objects."l70 Referring to the North
Bay sighting , Dr. Millian pointed out that if the object
reported actually reversed direction as claimed by the witnesses, then it could have hardly been a meteor. He said:
"While caution is advisable , we must keep an open mind about
them (UFO' s) . "171
Dr. Mackenzie elaborated by saying: "It seems hardly
possible that these reports could be due to optical illusions." 172

*The use of the word of "usual" is a puzzle. Was Mr . Bliss
referring to some other sightings of recent origin, or was
it a reference to UFO reports in general?
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The Ottawa Journal commented: "He stopped there and did
venture an op1n1on on the origin of UFO's, adding that there
was no chance Canadian experiments were responsihle."l73 As
for Dr. Solandt, the paper mentioned revealed that for some
time the Board had r eceived and pondered UFO reports that
were considered "reasonably authentic," admitting that for
some time he and his colleagues had been firm di s believers
but that many fresh reports from the U.S. and elsewhere of
e xcellent quality had forced renewed speculation.
That North Bay was only 110 miles from Canada ' s Chalk
River atom ic energy insta ll ation and that simi l ar UFO sightings had occurred near American nuclear security zones, did
not escape the notice of the Canadian authorities as did the
theory that suggested that visiting denizens of some other
world might be snopping on mankind's fis sion projects.l74
"Colossal signals?"
Mars, the mystery planet, reached opposition with the
Earth in mid-April and on the 16th, a s astronomers scrutinized
the red disc in their telescopes, a huge dusk cloud errupted
to a height of 60 to 90 miles above the surface of the planet
in the region of Eridania. This was so startling that the
conservative jou rnal Strollin~ Astronomer described the phenome non as the " most interest1ng t-art1an cloud of all our records."
The event made even better reading in newsstand tabloids that
ranted about "co lo ssal signals from the Martians." Among
students of the UFO problem the news begat fantastic thoughts,
si nce the last big UFO flap took place during the last Martian
opposition, and whi ch was also marked by strange erruptions on
the crimson orb.
UFO's and Atomic tests?
Here is the story hot off the news wire:
"A flig ht of flying saucers near the Nevada
test site, where important new atomic tests are
being made, has been reported by five men at
Ne ll is Air Force Base, near Las Vegas .
"Those who said they saw the saucers are
T/Sgt. Orville Lawson , Rudy Toncer, Foremen of
the sheet metal shop, and shop workers R. K. Van
Houtin, Edward Gregory and Charles Buliffson.
"The men said they counted 18 circular, dullwhite objects streaking across the sky north of
the air base yesterday.
"They were flying on an easterly course which
apparently had taken them directly over or very close
to the atomic weapons proving grounds.
"The objects- -which the men declared definitely
were neither planes nor observation balloons -- flew
in an irregular form a tion. One of them wa s off to
the right, fl ying in a zig-zag moti on.

--16-

"The men estimated they were 40,000 feet high
and traveling at a speed of at least 1,200 miles
an hour. They left no smoke or vapor trail.
"Van Houtin saw them first and called the
attention of the other men to them. The objects
were in sight about half a minute before they
disappeared to the east."175
"Excellent attempt by ADC units."
A buzzing alerted Captain R. W. Cambell to a call from
178th Fighter Squadron at Truax Field, Madison, Wisconsin.
As senior controller on duty at the 75Sth AC&W Squadr)n, Capt.
Cambell was being notified of strange objects in the sky in
the vicinity of Madison. The fighter base had receiv~d a
phone call from a civilian and it was hoped something might
be on the 755th's radar screens. The radar was down for
preventive maintenance and could not confirm the presence
of any UFO's and a F-80 vectored to the area did not see
anything, but if the witness was right things happeneJ too
fast to be checked out by an interceptor coming from any
appreciable distance. According to the witness' account,
he observed:
" ... 5 or 6 objects in the sky, almost
straight up and slightly to the west. The
time: 20:15 CST [April 16th]. They were
semi-circular in shape and formation, glowing
with a yellowish-white light. Neither sound
nor exhaust was noted. They were on a heading
of approximately 090 degrees traveling at a high
speed: altitude not determined."l76
Radar operations checked all flight plans on air traffic
in the region as well as contacting two observatories in
Wisconsin on the chance some unusual astronomical phenomena
'"as occurring.
The result of all this effort was zero. The UFO' s were
long gone before a signficant contact was made.
Lack of
advanced warning hurt ADC's attempt to intercept the lights,
plus, in the words of the witness:
"After a few second;, the objects made a
sharp left turn in a north, northwest direction and gained altitude rapidly, as they disappeared the lights seemed to fuse or come
together. "177
BLUE BOOK gave ADC an "A" grade for its try, ruEng that
the Defense Command boys had made an ·~xcellent attempt at
identifying" the UFO's. As for the UFO's BLUE BOOK dismissed them as "possible jet aircraft,"l7A and: " ... the
,
apparent high speed and rate of climb was an illusion. (!?) 179

"Blue -green dinner plate."
A thing, which witn esses called a "blue -green dinner
plate", zoomed over Tinker Air Force B;~se, Oklahoma, the
third week of April according to an Air Force civilian
employee. The passage was observed from an auto on State
Highway 13 leading fro m the c it v of Shawnee. Said the
witness: "It was going at a terrific velocity at 15,000
feet ."l80
Some civilians were sleeping in the open on a Boy Scout
camping trip at a location near Dallas, Texas, on April 16th,
and happened to notice some odd glowing objects in the sky
above. The time was 10:03 p.m. Ther e were some 9-10 "things."
Counting the luminous moving points, the witnesses determined
that there were four red, four yel low, and one white. The
civilians asserted that the lights executed a 90 degree turn
while under observation. A military officer investigating the
report asked i f the witnesses had read the UFO article in the
latest issue of Life magazine. The question drew an affirma tive response bu~ his official report the investigating
Intelligence officer remarked that the people: "appeared to
be O.K."l8l
"Too fast and too erratic."
The crypto-center at 6th Army Hq . , San Francisco, California,
flashed the following message to Project BLUE BOOK in Ohio.
The Army message went:
"UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT REPTD SIGHTED VIC
YUMA STATION, ARIZONA 17 and 18 APRIL 1952.
WEATHER BELIEVED CAVU. OBSERVED BY MEMBERS OF
9575 TSU, YUMA TEST STATION: LT. --- (deleted),
t-1 SGT.--- (deleted), CPL.--- (deleted) ...
[one officer and ten enlisted men named as witnesses] . NO PHOTOS. 1 OBJECT SIGHTED EACH DATE.
CIRCULAR. SUBTENDED ARC OF 1/4 INCH AT ARMS LENGTH.
FLAT-WHITE. 69 DEGREES. COURSE NOT COMPLETELY
SMOOTH. ALTITUDE UNKNOWN. NO SOUND REPORTED.
INTERMITTENT VAPOR TRAIL, NON PERSISTENT, THIN,
NOT LONGER THAN 2 OBJECT DIAMETERS. ALL OBSERVERS
WERE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVERS AND STATED THE OBJECT
WAS UNLIKE ANY OBJECT OR PHENOMENON SEEN PREVIOUSLY.
OBJECT SIGHTED 18 APRIL ~AS MOVING TOO FAST AND TOO
ERRATICALLY TO BE TRACKED BY THE THEODOLOITES WITH
OPEN SIGHTS."l82
Another "screwball" reports a flying saucer.
The witness was standing in the front yard of his home
in Shreveport, Louisana, talking with a neighbor one evening
when he noticed something in the ebony heavens . What he saw
~a s detailed in an official document:
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in color and ten times the size of the brightest
stars, was reportedly sighted by a ground observer
at 32 29 N - 93 48 W, 2226 hours, 16 April 1952.
The exposed surface of the object appeared to be
flat . The object, travelling at unbelievable speed
on an unwavering heading of about 100 degr ees, emitted
no trail , exhaust or sound. After passin g over the
city of Shreveport, it suddenly executed a 1! 0 degree
turn and continued its unwavering course ·on t he
reciprocal heading until lost to sight. The
observer reported the object accomplished the
180 degree turn in approximately six seconds .
During the execution of its turn, the object
appeared to become pinkish in color, gradually
turning to red on the reciprocal heading . After
turning, appearance of the object seemed to change
from flat circular shape to a thinning lens shape ,
and, approximately ten seconds after completing
its turn, the object appeared to emit, for an
instant, a slight reddish trail, as if a few
~lowing fragments had b~come detached from the
main body. Neither size nor altitude of the
object could be estimated , and there was no apparent
change in altitude or speed during the period of
observation."l83
Who was the witness to this event? Was it a civilian whose
observational powers were suspect? Although the actual name
was deleted from the offical file , there was identifying data
of another nature that was most informative:
"Observer reporting the sighting, Captain -- (deleted), --- (deleted) Bomb Squadron, --- (deleted)
Bombardment Wing, Medium, is a SAC Aircraft Commander,
a senior pilot with more than 3000 hours and eight
years experience in heavy and medium bombardment
and transport type aircraft Captain - -- (deleted)
has prior experience as a Special Agent for the
Counter-Inte l ligence Corps, and for the past
several months, has been assigned to duty as
Squadron Intelligence Officer. "184
"Erratic."
Another episode, this time in the sky above Longweadow,
Mass., at 10:30 p.m. on April 17th, was witnessed by two
engineers and mentions a very bright star-like body which
appeared to change shape as it changed altitude , making
erratic climbs and dives. The show lasted some 40 minutes.
The description of the object was a bit more detailed
than most such "star-like" UFO stories:
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"Both- -- (the names of two witnc ::::::cs deleted)
described the object as round and deep orange in color.
--- (deleted) described the object a~ occasionall y
emitting a shaft of light to the rear and to the
underpart of the object, and travelling at a speed
estimated at well over 600 miles an hour .
(deleted) did not estimate the size, but described
it in brilliance as approximately four times greater
than any kno1\n star; it traveled in an erratic course
at a speed of well over 1,000 miles per hour. Each
man stated there was no exhaust and no sound was
heard. --- (deleted) stated the object continually
maneuvered during the observation and described the
movement as rapid climbs and descents. --- (deleted)
stated that at the time the object became elongated,
but commented that he did not believe the elongation
was an exhaust, but opined that the object was evidently
coming toward the observer, and when executing a turn
and travelling at right angles to the observer, the
true length of the object was seen."l8S
North Bay, Ontario, is a Canadian toKn on the eastern
shore of Lake Nipissing in Ontario. Directly south about
150 miles is the large city of Toronto. At one of Toronto's
suburbs, Scarborough, on the 17th of April, a glowing ball
trailing dark smoke fell toward a lake in the area. No one
reported seeing the sphere plunging into the waters but a
puff of smoke was noticed wafting just above the lake's surface. Residents in the area were concerned enough to notify
authorities and two boats put out from shqre to search for the
"crashed aircraft." Nothing was found.l8 ,
North Bay, Ontario, again.
Two groups of people observed somethin g strange in air
over North Bay, Ontario from two separate locations. The two
groups, although they were watching in different areas in the
North Bay, made the same report. At 10:00 p.m., a variedcolored ball of light dived and soared in some sort of aerial
dance. This sighting took place on what Kas a busy UFO day
and evening, April 17th.l86
Back up north at North Bay once again, at 11:00 a pale
colored object with a round appearance sped over the town at
great altitude leaving smoke behind. The object travelled
west to east at great velocity although without a sound.l88
A highly reflective object zoomed over Montreal on the 18th
and apparently its passage was unusual in appearance since the
incident made the newspapers.l89
A pair of objects leaving vapor trails passed over Hawkesbury,
Ontario, April 18th. It was daytime and Kitnesscs thought the
objects may have been jet aircraft. A loud explosion was
heard.l90

-soJ . ikc~isc, vapor trails crossed the sky over Brooks Range
in Alaska on April 18th. The local newspaper, the Fairbanks
News ~liner , got little from the U.S. Air Force other than the
fact that what ever made the vapor trails was unidentified.l91
April 18th at Hamilton, Ontario, some SO to 60 dimly lit
orange lights passed over in a \'-formation;l92 while at Hammond,
British Columbia, in a cloudless sky a ball glowing with a blue
hue hovered for some time. It was seen at about 11:30 a.m . ,
April 19th.193

"V -formation over Toronto."
Zooming over Toronto, Ontario, on April 19th, at 10:30 p.m.,
crossing 30 degrees of sky in six seconds, were some S0-60 glowing
pale orange objects in V-formation.l94
Another hint that things were warming up in northern Europe
also was a snippet from southern Jutland, Denmark, on April 18th.
A news item mentioned that: "Several saucer - like objects were
seen." l9S
"That takes care of the flying saucers once and for all."
The outbreak of UFO sightings in Canada in mid-April encouraged a newspaper columnist for the Corner Brook, Newfoundland,
Western Star, to draft an article satirizing what he considered
a lud1crous weakness of certain people to interpret various
normal stimuli as fantastic flying craft. The columnist laid
it on thick, composing a nutty report by some hypothetic Jl
Martians on the results of their scouting mission of the Earth,
and after having milking the subject for all it was worth,
the columnist signed off with: "That, I believe, takes care
of the Flying Saucer romance once and for all, so now let's
hear no more of the darn nonsense."l96
That very evening at 10:10 p.m., the writer was returning
home from a movie when something odd drew his attention to a
cloud of smoke drifting 2,000 feet above a local paper mill.
There in the dirty vapor was a bright spot, a very odd looking bright spot. Could it be one of those unexplained things?
No doubt determined not to make any snap judgment, the columnist
stopped and peered closely. Here is what happened:
"The spot, which appeared as a silent blob
of light about t he size of a man hole cover,
remained stationary for about one minute then
with a slight wobbling motion moved up and to
the left through the smoke at a rapid rate.
The object emerged from the smoke at estimated
3,000 to 4,000 feet where it paused momentarily
and appeared to be slightly eliptical in shape.
From this position it moved out of sight toward
the east at a high rate of speed. Two to three
minutes after Mr . --- (deleted) had resumed his
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a bright object appeared in the cast rcscmhling
a dot, moving toward the west and i ncreasin~ in size
as it approached. At a point opposite the ohscrvcr
at an estimated altitude of 10,000 feet, th e ohjcct
seemed to make a coordinated vertical hanking turn
of 180 degrees to the left and moved out of sight
tO\>'itrd the east. "197
~alk

The experience was, to say the least, a sobering on e for
a person who had, only hours before, ridiculed all those fools
with wild imaginations. Now he wasn't so sure there wasn't
something peculiar moving around in the atmosphere over Canada.
Bogies over Bethesda.
Word of a strange occurrence near Washington, D.C. was
picked up by Fournet at his post in the Pentagon and was dispatched to Ruppelt on the 18th. Fournet teletyped:
"AT ABOUT 0100 HOURS TODAY, WHILE STANDING
IN THE YARD OF A FRIEND IN BETHESDA, MD., (--deleted) AND THREE FRIENDS OBSERVED WHAT APPEARED
TO BE SPHERICAL OBJECTS FLYING IN VEE FORMATION.
OBJECTS DESCRIBED AS FAINT OR DIFFUSED LIGHT,
ORANGE IN COLOR AND FAIRLY SHARPLY DEFINED. FOR1-tATION CONTAINED BETWEEN 7 AND 15 OBJECTS, ALL
PERF'ECTLY SPACED AND MAINTAINING PERFECT FOR~1ATION. INCLUDED ANGLE OF VEE ESTir.tATED AT 40
DEGREES. TRAVERSED ARC APPROX. 100 DEGREES IN
ABOUT S SECONDS AND LOST FROM VIEW ALMOST DUE
NORTH AT APPROX. 30 DEGREES ELEVATION. NO SOUND
HEARD. ESTIMATED THAT OBJECTS ACCOUNTED FOR ABOUT
30 PERCENT OF TOTAL SPACE ALONG A LEG OF THE VEE.
WEATHER DESCRIBED AS CLEAR WITH NO CLOUDS NOTICED. " 198
Fournet tacked on this comment:
" ... (deleted) SEEMED TO BE VERY INTELLIGENT ,
SINCERE AND MOST COOPERATIVE. THIS IS PRELIMINARY
INFO. WILL MAKE EFFORT TO CONTACT OTHER OBSERVERS
THIS AFTERNOON, THEN, IF IT APPEARS WARRANTED, WILL
CHECK ON JET FLIGHTS FROM ANDREWS."199
"Followed an aircraft."
On the ground at Me Clellan Air Force Base, California,
on April 20th, a commercial pilot looked up and noticed that
something seemed to be following an aircraft on a landing
approach. It was dark (9:30 p.m.) and the pilot could not
make out what it was that seemed stalking the aircraft except
to say that the phenomenon appeared to be a number of
"luminous objects." The UFO's were in sight for about four
minutes.200

-S2Monday, April 21st at 10:00 a.m . in the morning s ky
over lfammon<.l, British Columbia, a fiery ball raced south
to north.201
Similarly, a disc-like object flashed over Molson,
Manitoba, the same night. The thing changed color as it
sped through the sky.202 Another to~n in Manitoba called
Tuxedo, also had an aerial visitor that evening (at 8:26p.m.)
when a brilliant green ob ject sailed by at a lo~ height,
changing from green to red, and then to yellow. The Winnipeg
Free Press tells us a strange star-like body passed over Tuxedo
at a very high altitude, stopped, and then back tracked . l03
According to information given in the Toronto Globe and
Mail, the UFO was a "dark cylindrical object" spe"'lng a vapor
trail. Travell ing north to south at an altitude of about 40,0 00
feet, the UFO was estimated to have been moving at 1,000 mph.
Thousands of persons in the Toronto area sighted the phenomenon. 204
A briefer account mentioned eight "Moon - like" discs zi pping
over Walla Walla, Washington, in a striaght course 10:30 p.m.
April 21st according to a pair of civilians.ZOS
In keeping with BLUE BOOK's intention to garner all possible
data and to improve its quality , the following action was ordered:
"On April 21, 1952, a letter was forwarded
to Air Defense Command requesting the location
of all ADC radar sites that have operational
scope cameras. When this information is received,
a request will be made to put all or part of these
cameras on a 24-hour alert basis."206
The reason was explained in detail:
"Although this will not provide definite
identif i cation of radar returns, it will aid in
determin ing whether or not the return is due
to weather phenomena, a malfunction of the set
or a return from some unidentified object. A
photograph of the exact size and shape of the
return will then be available for study and the
impression of the operator need not be relied
upon."207
The very next day an ADC radar site had to deal with a
UFO case but as usual evidence remained verbal. An AC&W
installation outside Condon, Oregon, received a phone call
from a Condon housewife. She related to a Lt. Todd:
"At 12:15 on the 22nd of April 1952, I was
stand ing i n my yard in Condon, Oregon. I saw
three saucer-shaped objects moving East, North
of Condon. They were in formation and the larger

-53-

saucer apparently in the lead. They were graybrown in color on the underside and shinv metallic
on all other surfaces. They l<ere mo\"ing. at a fast
rate of speed and I saw them only for approximately
th·o minutes. The larger was revolving, but it l<as
so far away that I couldn ' t t ell the direction."208
"There's something going on."
One particular object, zooming over the countryside in the
region near London, Ontario, ignited controversy since reports
mentioned a speed in excess of 1,000 mph which was far faster
than anything the military owned . Prop-driven P-51 Mustangs
of the City of London Squadron were in the air on training
runs as the UFO raced past but could not catch the streaking
object.
Tension had started to build in Canada, so this latest
aerial manifestation evoked more than mere press comment.
J. W. Noseworthy (CCF, York South), a member of Canada's
House of Commons, challenged Transport Minister Chevrier to
explain the rumors that the RCAF was attempting intercepts
of "flying saucers" over southwestern Ontario. ~linister
Chevrier flatly denied any saucer chases had occurred but
that did not faze Noseworthy, who then demanded some answers
from Defense Minister Claxton. Minister Claxton tried to
debunk the UFO reports instead of denying anything had
happened. The UFO reports, he said, had been caused by a
fast flying Canberra jet bomber carrying Air Chief Marshal
Sir Hugh Lloyd, Chief of the RAF Bomber Command. Oddly
enough, however, the P-SI's had been vectored in on the UFO
by ground radar, which, Minister Claxton would have us believe,
wa s unaware that a VIP would be passing through its Air Defense
zone in the latest of modern jet aircraft. Also, Wing Commander
A. D. Haylett, of the City of London Squadron, still wasn't
sure of the UFO's identity two days later. If it had been
Air Marshall Lloyd, he had yet to get the message. He told
the press:
"I'm pretty firm in the opinion that it
couldn't have been an aircraft. Not at that
speed. I have neverbeen a believer in flying
saucers, but I'm pretty sure now that there's
something going on around this planet that we
should be paying lots of attention to."209
The secret meeting .
At this time, April 22nd, Or. 0. M. Solandt, Chairman
of Canada's Defense Research Board (ORB), convened a secret
meeting to brief the eleven men of the board about building
UFO activity in Canada, stressing that the country had no
official UFO investigative project. The result of the meeting
was the appointment of a committee to come up with a scheme
to gather and analyze data. It was decided the committee
would meet again within 48 hours with suggestions.210
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Second in

seven days.

NAHA military records told of a second UFO observation
in seven d~ys in this interrogation lo~:
"Observers: Capt . ( ... deleted), 1st. Lt.
( ... deleted), A/lC ( ... deleted), T/Sgt. ( .. .
deleted), 1st Lt. ( ... deleted), lst Lt. ( .. .
deleted) - (Not interrogated, transferred).
"Time and Place: Approximately 2100-2200 hours
22 Apr1l 1952 during a practice a lert {blackout).
Observations made by crew members from immediate
vicinity of MATS Passenger Terminal, NAHA AFB,
Okinawa. Crew was awaiting scheduled flight to the
United States returning on rotation .
"Weather: Overcast of base at 2,000 feet, light
wind b1ow1ng from NE.
"Observation: Unidentif ied flying object observed
at an alt1tude of approximately 1,000 - 1,500 feet
beneath overcast in straight and level flight. First
a single object was sighted to the East in lower part
of sky and observed to fly over the base and disappeared
to the West.
"One minute later two more objects were sighted
flying in format ion along same course from the East,
and disappearing to the West. Five minutes later
two more objects were sighted flying in formation
with same observation. All five objects were each
observed to have the same characteristics, namely:
(I) eliptical in shape (2) approximately 2-3 feet
long (3) noiseless (4) no trail of sparks or
flame (S) brilliant white light that blinked at
regular interval of one or two seconds similar to
running lights of conventional aircraft (6) covered
course from East to West in approximately 5 - 10
seconds with estimated speed at 1,000 knots (7)
objects flew straight and level course. Said
observations were reported to t he officer of the
day in MATS terminal by 1st Lt . Herbert B. Johnson." 211
Mystery "airplane."
Date: April 23, 1952 . Place: Lexington, Massachusetts.
The witness: Mr . R. C. Munroe, Engineering Standards Section
Head of the Raytheon Manufacturing Company. The time: 9:30
a.m. Mr. Munroe happened to notice an AT-6 trainer aircraft
in the sky and while watching it pass over also noticed something else which at first he believed to be another plane:
"Because of the speed at which this second
aircraft was moving, I immediately concluded that
it was of the jet variety. I would estimate its
altitude at approximately 40,000 feet . . . just below
the cloud cover. My curiosity was aroused upon
realizing that I could not distinguish a fuselage
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wing configuration. My curiosity ~as further
aroused when this aircra ft began to decel erate
at a n unbelievable rate. I observed the aircraft going into a flat turn while continuing
to decelerate and bel ieve I saw the aircraft come
to a stop ...
"The observation that inspires IHi t ing thi s
letter ... was the speed of this aircraft apparently
accelerated from a stopped condition and flying in
a northeast direction which would carry it ove r the
north end of Boston. I would relate the speed was
considerably in excess of that of any jet aircraft
that I have observed.
"The altitude of this aircraft did not permit
color identification.
"There was no apparent exhaust or vapor trail.
It is unconceivable to me that any human being
could have withstood the deceleration or accerleration displayed by this aircraft."212
More "ducks" near Lubbock.
Clovis, New Mexico is hard by the New Mexico-Texas state
line and about 90 miles to the southeast of Clovis is the Texas
city of Lubbock of "Lubbock Lights" fame . The night of April 24th
the weather was clear in this area with considerable moonlight.
The witness, motoring in an auto near Clovis noticed a phenomenon
to the southeast. The time was about 10:00 in the evening.
What the witness observed isn't spelled out properly but one
wonders if the atmosphere in that part of the country was prone
to optical tricks. The teletype report flashed to BLUE BOOK,
ADC, and Air Force Intelligence in Washington, went like this:
"OBJECT OR OBJECTS SEEMED TO BE HADE UP OF
... (Not legible) ORANGE AMBER LIGHTS SOMETIMES
FUSED AND SOMETIMES SPLIT UP. LIGHTS APPEARED TO
GO ON AND OFF AS IF CONTROLLED. NO FORMATION. NO
TRAIL OR EXHAUST WAS OBSERVED. OBJECTS REMAINED
MOTIONLESS FOR PERIODS OF 3 SECONDS AND THEN ~lOVED
AT TERRIFIC SPEED IN DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS. OBJECTS
MOVED WITH LIGHTS ON AND OFF. SOURCE WAS NOT SURE
WHETHER THERE WERE ~!ANY OR JUST ONE OBJECT . OBJECTS
DISAPPEARED AS IF LIGHTS WERE EXTINGUISHED.213
The witness was an Air Force Flight Surgeon and his wife.
She confirmed what she saw. The Flight Surgeon insisted his
eyesight was 20/20 and he should know . Oh yes, after watching
the phenomenon cover a certain linear distance, the Major
estimated that the thing was moving in excess of 1,000 mph . 214
"V-formations over Vancouver."
On the West Coast was this episode. Orange-colored bodies
with a blue glow at the rear passed over Vancouver, British
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BY DICK WILLIAMS.

What has happened to the fiying f>?Ucers?
.
.
The mystery "in our skies, far from.being laid t~ rest, is
greater than ever... .
·
·· · · ., __ ·- ·
· ·
Strange flashes of green light,
which have performed unlike
orthodox mete6rs (they are rare.
l:y green and seldom pass in
s12eable numbers over the same
area) have astounded thousands
of citizens in the Southwest in
past months.

.
.

.
DR. WALTBER RIEDEL
MSomethlng from outer space."
. '~

e ~t 'shiny, round sauc~r
ver Mt. Rainier in 1947, have
formed a civilian group to investigate . and correlate reliable
saucer slghtings.,
·
·
The most recent turn of events
began late last fall with the fireball reports from New Mexicoin one busy stretch eight were
seen in a two-week period.

The Air Force, after long
scoffing at fiyiDg disc ~
ports, has finally admitted
that it is investigating an·
Dr. Lincoln La Paz, meidentified fiylng objects reteorologist of the University
cently seen over Korea by
of New Mexico, says that the
bomber crews.
p-een fireballs conld be a
Responsible members of the
new type of meteor, but that
.
if so their arrival may mean
Los Angeles aeronaut1cal indus·
that our solar system has
try, as puzzled as the man ln the . reached a new comer of the
street by the aerial phenomena •niverse where anythi
which began with sighting of ·~·
. .
ng can
.
.

,....,..._

•-

~e also advances the theory
that they could be guided mis·
sUes.
The reports from Korea-and
have had a number from my
own sourc~s in the past ye
rior to ·tne Air Force'a an
ouncement - seem to be
small, glowing discs, several fee
diameter, rather than fireba
; They-closely resemble re
r the phantomlike "too fighters'
~rted by .~y a bomba.rdle

Sullivan emphasizes that rate of
speed, approximate height, lima
of day and all relevant details
are important. He also poin
out that the group is limiting it·
&elf entirely to aerial phenom·
ena which does not fall within
the U.S. defense etfort.
"sighter" himself,
Sullivan,
in company with Werner Eicb·
ler, now employed at Consoli·
dated Vultee In San Diego and
Earl Jensen, North American
plant guard, Is convinced . that
the sky objects are from outer
space, and belong to neither Rus·
sia or ourselves. The men wit·
nessed a flight of fast-moving,
l:!right·glowing obj~cts near the
plant area some months ag

a

1:he mr"'~' tlif" ..,odlt:
.fighters" waa uever solved,
although at the Ume they ·
were bellevecl to be tome ·
· type of GeJ-aa-. tracklac de• .Ylce or rod::C!t. At the war'ii-~d the Germans :
.
.
denied this;
Henry Fine ol 2076 Mound St.
told me that llls wife and he
saw such a brilliant glowin&
disc in the night skies between
Yuma and Gila Bend, Ariz., on
the night of Dec. 20 while returning fFom ·a va~Uon.
Sl1hten Porm Group
CiviUan saucer In,;estlgatlons
has been formed here by a group
of aerodynamie experts, led by
Ed Sullivan, technical editor for
North Amer;ican Aviation Inc.,
aeronautical 1a b o r a to r_y at
Downey. ·
·
The pbm, accordlac to Salllvu, is to ~rrelat.e reporta
of awtbeiatlc lliebtJac• aDd to
attempt a scleatUic aaalrala
of tbe ma88 of ra•ora •••
reports.
The group has set up a pos
office box-Bo:z: 1971, Main Pos
Office, Los Angeles 53, and in
ites au. "slghters" to aubml
ccurate reports of atrange o

Space Shipe?

One of the most important
men to express an opinion ~m
the saucers believes that they
are space ships probably from
another planet in our own solar
stem.
•He 11 Dr. Walther Riedel,
~a;in ··c~arge
research and developme ·
,at the Peenamunde V·2 Center- ·
dUring ~he war and now project'
engineer for . larse rockets a .
.North American.
'

.

i

r-;;cketexpert

..My COII()f)pt 1e that tbe · ·
akJ' objecta •eea are IIOmetbJa~ IJ'O•. oater apace," be
told .... .

., . Although l)r. Riedel has ne
: seen a ftying saucer persona
be has kept a complete reco
of aightlngs ·from all over th
world for .many years. · A
aopal talk with a pair of. Air
:Force ftghter pilots shortly after
they wttqessed a ftying saucer
over the 9alifornta desert helped
_to convince .blm ot the disca'

per·

W

9 · • e ... ·:....__...:.

·

,
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.
'Of-... ~ .
Riedel and a technical assOci·
ate, ·Felix W. A. Knoll, consulting engineer for Northrop Air
craft, Inc., reason that the sau
cers ·cannot be of earthly origt
~-

~-NO Hu'man being •c:::'A!f._."'i44II...U'Ir
8tand the terrific acceleration
repeatedly reported and the
astoundins maneuvers per·
formed .
·
_ ~·
2-Skin temperature · w o u 1 u
climb after an extremely
&hort time to heights which
cause all known materials
including heat Teslstant cer- ·
amics to melt and gasify.
~The propulsion systems leave
no vapor' tratl~- at high alti- ;
tudes as Is the ·case with all
internal combustion engines ·
and' 'ail types of jet propulsion~
·" ~
.
4-Air ·friction at ·toW' altitude
and during the high sp_eeds
repOrted would burn up our.
; own aircraft or flying mi
· s iles.
:
Best bet on t he origin of th .
saucers is the planet Mars , sa~.
Dr. R iedel. He rules out t~::
planet \l"e'riJs whOshU'Ra~ ha_,
always been covered with
dense -mass of vaporous clou
and is not in v iew to astronomers.
Rules Oat Ruu
Riedel who w as In a posltlon
to li:now, scotched reports that
Germany was busy designing a
secret flying saucer during the
war.
·
He also r'DI"• oat· the JHK'-IIIblllty that· Russia mlgbt
haYe come ap with sacb a
J·adlcal lnnovatloa ia tbe
comparatively short period

er&&.tm!'11111""""!1111•••

reports notwithstanding) belnr
among the inost .lniportant.
-But Ed SUII1van and hlli fh.
vestigation asSociates hope that
In the months to come, out of
the welter of confusion some
reasonable answers can ~ formulated through . the help of ·
their post o.mce. box.

'R

AVIATOR SAYS
HE SAW MORE
LIGHTS IN SI<Y

r.,

.
l

of time since .the eBd of the
war.
.

' There are still many unsolved
que~t ions on space ships, lack
of concrete evidence In the form
ot rlose- up photo~raph~ or

s·n•w

-

. A second S;an 3ose man has
reported secinc Hsttan:e red
llthl!.. in the skles Jltat the ettr.
First such report eame lad
Thursday when l'ttn. :.tarle Cls·
neros and her son. Eurene. lZ.
reported sedn.: the u,hta lJl the
sky a week uo.
• Tocby, John BalSteacl~ · 696 E.
WUila:n St.. reported ht wu In
Is »rlTate plane .Jan. %S, retu.rnlcr here from the South
when be watched the atrnre
ed·llt ob~ts for lZ minutes,
and dropped dowa from .5000
eet co watch them. Tbct 'Went
a.vrai when he put his ovrn plane
I:hts on. prlor ~ 1andlnr· here,
eS' ~~ortec!. •
·

·
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vas. twelve

·at~th1s .·po1nt

1D:.

1;1~'f.:~fjlljW, frCIIII''.that ,n1ght: in: .anr"LL;,...,
F;~~,!fP.'i~~ usll8]. tor-;ruz-;~·
...-·n,..-,.,.o

•

lAck
or ·ua.r-IJ~
..., ..
hact
·gone·
tcr·a~:~;;;:::3~~~~~:~ffi

lr:=~~-~t= <~o
an4the
I

,._.,; ,~--;;;e..;.:::; · one-balt !1n1shed.

wen
out.<~the .
•treJill:r br1ghtl.1ght caught my eyes · tr011 an angl.e to the

· s1~e or the moVie screen. 'rhe object 11bich emitted the
..... ·.' · ~:-~ '; va.s one or the most &Ye-!.n.s:;Jiring' sights I have eTer seen.
I stood 1oold.n& trans!1Xc1,. for I t:ad nner seen anything
·: : ..;· . .:_.:~ like th1s. It was qUite large, appeari.DC to be tha. size or a
", .. :: ·· ' car at the range,. which ! . later · ~d6ed,. to be-350 teet. ··.
.....
.t ··:··:_'_·~.·•.<.~· It vas beautl!Ul. 1n a weird . wy_ .~·The shape was that or two . ,
.
gently sl.op.,:ing bowls ••• e!lc:h vith rims to the other and bottoms
· · circular and nat. It alr.ost see:Ded to be actually a portion
or the :Landscape,. for it was not verJ high 1n the sky and it•s
form was completely il11.lr!1nated ty it•s ow Ughti.ng system.
The top portion~~ft. ever so sl.o~ly and I would not have
noticed acy movement if l rhat =Y have been scars, 1Ddentat1ons,
or soz:Je type ot mar r-. ings bad not ;;ppeared and disappeared . :rt
was possible that the lo~er portion moved also~ but I did not
feel. that 1t did. The ceneer rim or r~ houseo. tile yellow and
rose red pas11l lights wh!.c:h · co;;;p~e tely.· bathed the ·obJect 1n
r light. This ri.m would not have extended more than an eighth
of the diameter of the object a!ld the reflected glow showed ·
the band or rim to be of sizeab:Le ltl.ghth. \fith all the car windows open ana the volune · of the c~r speakers on, it would be
impossible to say for sure that 'there was no sound, but I do
not believe that there was any. It ~erely sat there and the top
=oved slowly ••• ! called ~to the car for Gerry and he too got
out as soon as he salf. 'flf7 sighting. 'le stood by the car in
absolute awe . Finally catching his breath, I recall him saying,
"I've never seen anything llke that before in my ll!e •• • M:f God,
it 1s huge." As I leane<i over and tried to tap the shoulder o!
the man 1n the next car, the object's lights became a pa:Le, honest
green and the object mov~jsteadily and smoothl.y up and dow tvice.
I was sure it would come over the top or the c:ars for it did
appear to be some'thine t!:.at could handl.e itself ;;ith ease. BUt,
instead i t veered to the rear at a 30 de~ree ang:Le and 1n an
extreceiy rapid time it '!lev• out of sight. I was speechless ~
we got back 1n the car. !loth of us were lilllp by that ttme and I
called to the man next ct:r to us and asked i t he had seen the
peculBr object up there. ~e said he'd been absorbed 1n the movie
and what was 1t I saw. Vc mel'ely said just sometb..ing odd. ve began to realize then that this was something very unusual. and tho
Gerry was a pilot we had neither seen anytlling shaped , colored or
rt th speed such as this. We decided to leave tor home at that point
and we went back to the motel. were rsry fa.mlly bad been stayi.ng

.....,n••• "··""" veretto be , statt<cm•IICI~;1lJ!!~~
;orders f'<lr". liT ~ather vbo was at that· tillw(a.. ~!:0:~;~~~~~~~~
·.:. ..: When we .came-··m; 7111'' father aske<t. i.f we bad been .iD.~&A
,,
... · He sa1:: · 'll'e botb:·were white · enough to have seen. a,-.ihost,
",..· S~.·.:
. 1D an accident.\t; .When verela.ted what happen~~>J he : callecr .
·'~,;;,.:ct, ,: ..•• ,o::: :: and l.oca.t ed,.the_. homa phone ZIUIDber,of' the Pubnc: Dltorm&t1111l.;01'f'1cei~:
?'.~~N(~ · r do not know:f'or a -fact that tile captain that·arrtved.;;'aomii~t!Hi.¥: ~'
!:. :·. ~.~t·~:.•:•· :-later was -the P.I. Officer or wether he was. someon•d•si&D&ted '~: '!
,, .. ~ ;.:,.;:..;;:,;.. ~;.- by- him . .. The gentl.eman was ob1:v1ousl.y- skeptical. amt~~"t,t;V11114JDst
i · ·. · · ·. and. rrry statement, 1n part, by- lon&hand. He asked a ·rew questton ·s · ·
! ··
of us but the vbole vein was one of ridiCule, as f'ar as he da.red, ,;
vith rirY father there. I do remember that he asked tt~ V1l.l1aiiiS
he vas here: to 'lfb.ich, he replied£ that he was on lean fr011 th& . ::- ·
Air Base in Portland., Oregon. P ••0 . asked him tr he •-as em Medical
or R&R. He was not on either but the insinuation was there, never.. : . . .
·theless . Yhen the captain was reacly to leave he told all of us ~- ·
that it might be a good idea not to dis cuss this incident ~th ··::-anyone • •••• He left us vith the air that it wasnlt top secret but
that it was a hallucination. After three weeks or checktna the
local paper, ve have yet to note anything more or hear of anyone
else havtng sighted this object. Yet after a positive 30 second
t1me-1n-v1ew lapse and a very- possible one m1nute- cOJG1ete time, it
does seem that somethin& wasnlt lfoul 1n Denmark', but vas foul
1n YUma.

f

wr

I would Uk• to &44 \bat rq tatb.er the Co1CIIIle1, • • Oil ordera to taka onr ••
c-ndillC Ott1oer ot tb.a 1\la .ur raroa BaM. 4t tb.1a t11M (liM) he 1a reur..t.
He retired ill 19~. B1a tul1 aa.4 pr. .ut a44raaa 1a u tllllon:

Ed•rd R. Dtgg•, Co101lel,USU'
1045 Shook 4,.. •
S&A 41ltoll10, t.m•
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2Flyri1g 'Saucers' !
Sighted ·in Korea;.'
Not Jets, Too Fast
'-1 - :Jo·.t:.l.

Rr Sgt. Bill :HcCorklc
WITH U.S. 4."\'l'H DIV ( P ac.i
S&S)- Two white, siln>ry ob-~
jects, one behind the other,
rumbled high !n the sky over a
\':J lley In .a frontline s~ctor at 6!
p.m., April 30th, heachng south-!
east into South Korea.
Six memb*:rs of th~ thlrdl
platoon, Heavy Mot·tar Com-:
pany, lSOth Regiment, saw theJ
objects but no one knew . f or
sure what they were or where!
they hit. Some called them ".fty.
ing saucers:"
·
TWO HOI.ES WERE found
aflerwards in a r eserve area.!
They were :~bout ·25 feet apart;
two feet wide, and seven and
one-half feet long. Some thought
the fresh holes were caused
by "Katyw;ha" rockets, a chEap
form of Chinese at·tillerv occasionally u sed in the f <0i1 t.
PFC H. B. Webb, Okemah.
Okla., a jeep driver. sairl. "Th ey
were going about 900-1000 miles
per hour, we P.Sttmatccl. A t rai l
dificrent th:Jn jet st1·r.ams np·
pearcd behind them. Thl')' were
too s;>eedy fot· j<>t;;. I've seen
j ets bE fot·e when the things
were almost out of sight they
s11drtcnh· fo lriNI l'ntl O\'P.r 1'!1'1,
spi!·aling to,·:at·d the cat·th."
PVT. HOI.:\ XI> JOXJ.:S, Ogden,
Utah. said. "Jet s pa .,s.~d ovet·
right before the objects, only
they we re Sabres goin~ north.
Thev wPnt much s lOW<!r than
lhe · southbounu cujects \\"C
S3\V."

j

1
The mort:~r comp:~ny platoon
leader, 2nd Lt. Bill Smith,
Sh:twnec, Okl:~ .. a calm, straightforwa rd otlic!.'r said. "They
di<in't have wing~ hu t t h~y
s,)t:ncted similat' to j~>ts withll
their rumblin~ sound. Bu t they
weren't, I kr.ow. T h ey wer e go.
i nr, way to fa5t . . . and they
s::w ted down, tumbling to ('a l't h.
as they gol out of view.
1

''Their trajectory before fallIng · was flat and that proves
th ey weren 't mortars.
Thev
werl'n't jet gas tanks jettisoned
off either as some th eoriud. as
their trajectory knocks this idea
too." STI-lS-+srC.ttE~

!
-Newsmen. ... ··CeF
·.· .
'
Saucer Photos'
RIO . nE J.\:u:mo· -(c.;s·>- '
Two photographers maimained ,
Friday tht'!y saw a flying saucer!
over the ou~skirts of Rio De
.Janeiro and two Rio newspapt'!t's
are publishing their photograph.> as evidence.
An extra edition of I>lro Da
~oite carried .t he photos Friday
nigh• :mct Cruzeiro wil l •Jubi!;;h
th~ photos on Tuesctay
I'HOTO(;R.-\PHF.RS EJ Kd- .
fei and Jnao :\I;H'tin tqok. to the
radio to te ll vf how r.1;ey were!
;1t Ha11'a Da Tiju C'a oeaeh, on
the Olll~ k irts of' 'Rio, on another /
assignm ent \\·hen ;hp,· saw
\\'h:tt first looked like · :ln airpi~ n~ t:oming ··h ead on.
1
.-\; th ~ wei1·rt t::ouu·aotion i
I nt>;u·,·rl, ti Jookect likt: a pl:we !
• :!.,:in~ 'irleways '1.lnrt fin:l li.'·· '
. ,,·hen clo~c eno;uz h. th11 nho.t_qg;'
~~:aphe;·s kr.ew 'it was r.o known
i lYPt vt' p!an~. but perfectly
'round, wingles.> and completely
: nois('lt!s~ . .
. 11' RF.PORTEDLY wos "rock·
. ing like a slowly falli ng leaf"
a~ It descended to an altitude
of several hundred v ards on
an approach to th~: beach from

i

t il~ Sl':.t.

I

Then, accordi ng to Keffel a net ·
:\la1·tin. the " saucet·" ac·. eleratt>d
and di;;appeared out over the
se<1. t:·:n-eling a t tremendous
speed. ·
'fht!,. d!!>L'I'ibed the "saucer",
'I~ bllii;h-gray ln color an(\ t tJ.eir
•>it"l\11'~>.-; showed it. as \ooking
: :il:e a pM liol with a knob-llk tt .
· :>l'o:ul>..-ranc·e In the middle.
~__})MAY

Jq,r;t

1'HI$ f$. $CIIt~LOOSLV AC CUIItAT[ [ V(W11'NlS$ JtAINTINC

or

A MVSTU UOUS Gllt[(ft rtAl8ALt. ftU$HI"C THiltOVCH THI[ HICUT SKY OV(A H(W Mt XI CO.

tT

HAVE WE VISITORS FROM SPACE?
F

Un four yt-Ars tfu! 1J.S. 1mhlic· hal' wnrtffrrNI. •·nrriMI nr !'mirlt,...f
H\'M' th~ stren,;e flm·l in"il"ltnt 18)"'!' of f"'r.rir nltjff.l!' !'trt•akin~ llt·r~s
Amr.rie•n ~ki,. c~nrr•lly the t.t ... h···~ prnmkNl nnly dtill• nr til·
trr,.-onJy rRrdy, rrnl'!rtintt or an,.lyl'i!'.
'
~~ wrrk tht! ll$. Air t'orn:m••lrl.nnwn to l.rrr. th~ fnllo..,·in~ fRrl!':
• A" 1 ff'!!ttllt of r.-.ntinuin~t· Ayin~ "aurrr rrpnrt' thr. t\ir t 'nrrt n1.1in·
tainl' enn~tent intrllig~nrr. inl·r~ li8•1ion Rncl ~lutly nf uni•lrntif1f"'l
a.riol (>bjeelt.
• A policy of l"'"itive oct inn h.. llf'en ..l,.,t.,ltn find nul, .. onnn ••
poA!'ible, what i-111 r~ptn.-;t.lt: for o~rvation~ that hsvr ~ mArl~.
As a ll8rt of thi" !'huly~ militAry ainr•ft •re alrrletl tn altrmt•l intcorC"I'Iinn, anol rodor ond rhot"«f•t•hic rquir""P.nl will llf' """' in on
all~pt I(> obtain factual dato. If orportunity nlrcro, all...,t•t• "·ill
~ mad~ In recov~r •u•h unid~ntillnl nhj-.rt•.
• Alrrady all "j"'rotinnal unit• nl tlo~ Air t·,.,.~ hov~ hffn ol~rtl'<lln
rtport in detai ony oi,;htin~ nf uni<lrnlifiNl orri•l nhjrrt•. Othrr
grnup8-IM:·imti,.t!t. pri""''" anti cnmmM'riltl rilot!ll, 1to't"ltther o~rrv
M',-111 tr~inNI n~rrvrr,. wh~ wnr~ in any way rnnrM"n!ll t it,.~~~.
and what ha~nl' in it. arf' nr,::NI to mAitr immf"flilllt: r~l,..,''" tn :\ir
Teehnical lntdlip;rnr.r. r...ntrr ot \Vrip;hr.J'ortrr.nn Atll, Hoyt""•
Ohin nf ony unitlrnt ifrt..l ar.riol nhj..,.t• rhry •i~:ht.

rnmm•nnJy lfNf'tiiW"fJ ~~ fl~·in#; $AUt'f"T~ Iff' f'":tu,r.f hy" furf"i~n JtU"f"f ut
rnu•tilulr 11 •·lrar llltltl t•rrcrut •l:m~rr t u thf" U.S. or'" il~ ··i1itt'H~.
'llu""" •li,,.fnllnr~. ,:lmrply Anlrn•lin~ f'A!tl Air t 'nrc·r I"'Jj,·~· . t·tinuu,..f
111 rr,·ir"· f,,. J.. r,; with Air t'n rrr ufftr:ial~ o f 1111 fat'l!' lr.nul\' 11 in tlw •·:t~r.
·n,i~ ,.,·ir~· h111c rrl'uhr•l frHfn nwrr tlutn 11 yr11r of ,.iftin,:: an, I "ri~:.lt·
in,; ttll ff"Jw•rl!' nf unr~pl11inf'il ~rri<1lt•lu·nnmrnn-frnm thr ~.., .•.
J
n~·in~ \llttt•rrc ... thr m~.!l trriuu!' ~ff'f'll firrhl111• !'0 uftrn !'liJ:11h'tl in tl•r
~nuth"r•t (n/..,·r). 'llri" irutuiry h111c itwht4tc-.l ~u··rutin~· uf fuuulu.._t~
rf"'JMltfrtl ~ i,:htin,:Jt . intrn·irw" with ryrwitnN!'~ ~wn~~ thf" ruun·
,,._.. .1tul nnrful rr\·ir"': .. tl•r f;u·t!ll "itle fllnmf' nf dtr."·orl•l '!ll ~hlf''1J,h~·~f.
rit'l, • .1~fr(•nnmrr!' llln•l rXJif"fl" nn ~:uitl('olf mi1'"il~. t'ur ll•r f1r~t tim,.
thr Air J'urrr (wl1ilr in no ,....1)' itlrttlifyin,; il!tf"lf witl1 any J'-1r1irnlnr

,.u,..

.-.r

,r

cnnrlu!liun") l111~ O fK"ONI it !'I filr~ (nr ~ttttly.
()ul nf thi!ll rdum~tiv~ inquiry tiiN.f" rrn~ition~ ACt'm f1rmly !11IUIJW"f1
J,r lltr rvi,Jr.nrr:
., I. l)i,.l:!t, rylin'~ ami ~imilftr ol•jrr.l~ nf ,;t:nmrtrirAI (nrm.lmuiuun!ll

··s,...

• t 'urth"• for thr fir!'t timr ~inrf! Prnjr-rt
,.,.,-~ Wll!\ •·lu'"J!:"'I from
ft AJ~i~1-tyrw- prnjr,..t In • !thuull\nl iutrlli~:,.nrf" funrtinn. in l>f"rMnJ.,.r
JC).J?. th~ Air ..nrrr. in\· it~ all rililrn~ tn rrpnrl tf,,..ir !\i,:htiu~11 tn thr.
in~tallnlinn. ,\11 rrpttrt!ll will IH'" ~:iw•n f'XI"''' ••c,n~
l'iffrr:ttinn ~tuf tJ IHl'f' u( 1tfM'1' i,1f inlf'fl"'l'f · ·iflf,r lhfltUH::"'" iuw·~liJ:.1ff"lf,
itlf'ntity uf timet• Ju:1L:in~ ~"'·h rrpnrl" will IIf' lrpt in rtlflfidt·ur•·;

nrnrMtt Air t'orrt'

·n,,..

un onr • ·ilf IM"' ri•lit·uiNt fnr m:tl:iu,: nn,..
•

,.

• • • 1 · .... . . _ .. ..

r •1,,.. "''"i:tl ulu•nu1nrna

..
•

•

•

•

•

. .• •

•••••

•

•

TH[ LURBOCK liGUl $, n, , ,, ~ "' I" •• •·'"""· l!l r ,., ,,.f.f,.,.,..f f., tl ..• \u 1 .. ,, ,.
tlor ' ""'' uu""'l'' ·•i• HII •~ t •lu ·noonot•tut ,,.,.,,..,,.,,,.,!. '1'1..-..t- t•llutu~(;tpl• - ,.,.,.., J1Mok-

Ue Air force is now readyto cencede that many saucer and fireball sightings still •ety explanatien;
bre LrrE etters some scientific evidence that there is a real case fer interplanetary flying saucers

•r H. B. DUUCH JR. ud lOBEil GINNA

.-lity ami auH.I n.e tun· fur gc,·cral p·ou s Ita,·•~ lw·t·u. ;uul111:ey he now,
artuall{. r,r..-M:u l iu til•' illmu~t•llcrc ,,f tlw t•<~rll •.

• 2. (; H....:I Of t,;r~·u

til'c ilf:fu• nf

It

hrfJ;hhH'lb lint It' iuh'IISC II..an

the

f.tl n'""'*"''· l•• 'c fro-Jth'lltll t-.t~s.t"'ltl•ruu~la tlw ~>Lit•s.
3. l'hn\: ul...j·~·••
•·r-.plaim,.,J I•) t•r•·_,...,,, ,...i,·m·t: u ualural
. ..- ..~"·""" -lmt ~ouh·ly a 6 <.~rlili.t·iotlllc,in ·», t' l't•ah,f .uul ••ttt:r~ta l Ly

,._.."'"' "'

btP• iule·lli~t·un•,
.a. ri.mdly, uu t•nwt•r 1J.aut Luu"·u

u r t*n-joctu.l on c.ullt could •c·
.

e.uu (ur tht t"·riHrm:uw-.: uf alu-:.c ,~.,,.,;..,.~.

• l-11 ut f1rat rc\ it•w &nmc wi•lt·lv Lu n~u fiu-b.
.. 111~ tiUijM"SUIItf llu· itl~t·rtetaltl~ l"lf'h'tiiS , ,l. llu- lt.viel}:eli:SL..IJr$1 bfnk.e
tr,* the- • Lu-. u( llw \\111'\tl in tlu- c;trly muullll4 nf t•J J7. "ilh lft~\ eroal
..,t,tiu,ea

'''1"'''""1

I•• tlu· \ir Forn.·.

·n,,. :;tur)

fir"t n ·;u-1 ....1 tile· flU•

ti-11• un Juuc :! J, I') 17. \\ lwu a prhuh· t•il••l uo.m•••l ~··mu·llt :\rnoM
••s llyin~ fro1u Clwl,.llil4 tu Yuli111.a, W.1sh. Souw :!;'; tuih•s :.!."'ay.
\ruuM ,.., .. uiut• ''1ktllt'·t·rlilt• tl1i11}!S .• . lldu;.:. liL•· J.!t't"l4t' iu a tli:IJ:,ntml

--.. -- _ ..
..

...._...

...

~

tc-'"' uu Au~o; JU. I'•.• II •.- Cui II,, I lr. ,,., ..,. ... h •.n ftt:ltl • •••t(' uvl
M INtJifl,f+r"t ''"• *•"llht"W' lr" \t"f'-"' hoo•l•'"l iltt ... t I•••.,UUtloollt•··" ' "' l.two,.. .. u...-hi ttot•...

II l,.t,it.t..... ~ .

t•haiuliLe lit It:·, .. appruac:h iu~ Mount Rainier. 11tey 1wcr n"1l iu ent.l out
of till' loil'lt l"'aLaat a l f>CCOI AroooiJ ewtimatttl to be I,:!<Kl mtolo.
AnwM to ,t 1f1ct wl1ule stury h• l1is home-town uewtp¥per, ltul l ike
ouooooolt"r li,;ltt uiug it llashttloeross the country. Within • mouth llaU·
•·er• loaol 1,..,..., retonrtttlloyl•<ojJlc ioo 40 oloh:o. t"or the (>Ulotic (u l.mt
ils-·lf merrily rCIMlrh.,l in itt iitUc uf July 21. 1947} the Nucert 1-•ro.
\itlt)il the l•ir,:dl pnu~ uf lu:y-diJ,tle-cJidd_le in llietory. Any rnau,
wuu~u ur t:hiM -.ide talctt l e1wugh to see •JJOC-a hf.forc l•is ryn r.-.uM
g-:1 his mun~ in a UtWSI'•IJCr.
Nc\l'flhd .....s in lot"tiUUif muu~tlll rnost r:aeot:.le were. lillie worried
h)· :~II the .. ,.J. rmuium hul•··al._.·• " flying washtul-su au,l '*wl•irfiuK
duu~Jmutsu iu t he aLy. Uurit·, in tl•e l1eap of laystcr·i••al U!IHlrtil we re
SUUU! ,,.t ....rintc CIH'• • Uu e wu dee c·o;~l;:unity .~.•• Lcfell Air r orcc c.,..
taioo Tlounoas t". Mooot..ll "" J•u. 7, 11JUI. That afteruoooo Mooottll•111l
two utltcr t"-51 li(lhh•r pilut• •i~ltt.-1 an olojccl that I1111L"I fiLe "on
it•t··"'·rc.,m cune lul'l""'' wi tl1 r., l' .. ,.,., (;ntfman Air Fort•(: Uas~ Ml fort
t\uu~. t\~·. M~111 h· I lollu"t... l tlu- stnmgc ul•jct.:t up tu :.!H,(MM") (t•ct ami
.li~.IPI"''~Ir,'tl. l .oth•r iu tluo till'' f1 il'l fM•I)' Walt (umhf iu a IH'UI'hy ficltl , the
\\ n·.·Lo.•;:,• ,.r f,jg t•lmll' se·altt•r.•tl ~'••r u laoalf mile.· an•w••l . It ••••'•' 8t'i'llll
l .......il.l.· tlmt M:ueh·ll "a" ullt' of tilt~ \t~ry ft•"· siJ!,I.h·rs "II" uduatly
\\t'l't' ,f,,,.,.;". . l l•y u :'Lyl.ouL h:.alltMtH, ltul tile ine·itll'HI is ~ •ill lis tl·tl
~•:-- uu~uiH-.1

iu :\ir t'utt't' fllt•s.

''"i 1111 sm·l• •.•,~y '''fii.Jeuttiuu fur

the strau~c., pl•ruutt1cuuu
ultit·n c'\l;~t :!;.a..' \ a.au. un Jut)' :! J, I•J 1H lty t "M·u Eastern :\ir .iucsl'iluiS.
C•t•t:oin ()orco..-e S. f.loil•,. ouol c..,oilut J.,lm II. Whillt>l • ·rtllyioo,; in
l.ri;.:l•l m•"•uli,;let llt";,r Muut,;uuu: r)' • ,\Ia. when they lutf uly ~w "'a
hri~1tt ,;:luw•· •ml :. ••t_.u, rocL.ctliLc sltiJt.. Yt.."ft' ~Ja-'l tlteui. 11tey 1ul,.
......,ueutly •!~real that it wu a " ,.·iuslt:SS aircraft, 100 fee~"S• c:if?r·
oloaJ""'I anJ about twice the diameter of • 1:1.29, with no _.prol ruding
Tlwn·

··; .·

TIME. MARCH 3, 1952' · :\lost of the report-s are certainly im-

- 1aginary: m<tny of the "sif!hters" are ne,~s~
People who believe in flying saucers e:\lt!paper delivery boy~. cltcitable ?ld lad~es
encouragement last week from the skepti- ::~ nd olher pcop~e w1th no techmcal tr:u~
cal U.S. Air Force. On Jan. 29, atf ,\ir ing. But a cons1dcr<tble number. of tec~rn
Force spokesman said, strange things wcrc~cal men ha,·e sif!hle?, or b~hc,·ed .t ey
seen in the night sky O\'er North Korea: ha\'e sighted, mystcnous fiymg obJects.
The tail gunner and fire-control ~an of a In New .Mexico, _the rocket experts of
8-29 over \\'onsan saw a disk-shaped ob- \\'hite ?an~s Provm~ Gro~nd :md_Hollo. ject that seemed to fly with a re\'Ol\'ing man A1r l·orce Base are mtcrcsted-an
motion. It was orange in color, and around baffled.
its rim were small, bluish fl:lmes. For five
Baffled too arc many of the aerod_Y·
'minutes it flew along with the bomber at namic experts who work for the great. an
zoo m.p.h. Then it disappear_cd.
c~aft manufacturers of Southern c;~hforOn the same night, the t;ul gunner and 1rna. Some of them, led by Ed ~ulh\an ~ a
fire-control man in a B-iQ ~ of .another: t~chnical writ~r for Xorth Amenc_an A\'lasquadron s.1w much the same thmg O\'er lion, Inc .. butlders of the SabreJet, ha,·
Sunchon, So miles away. The flyers re- formed an organization called the Ci\"ilian
ported that the object looked globular Saucer lnYestigation to gi\·e proper scirather than disk-shaped. It followed their entific analysis to the swarming rumors.
plane for more than a minute. Then it The organization maintains a post-office
vanished too.
box (Box I9ii, Main Post Office, Los
The orange disks or globes may well Angeles 53), and in,·ites all "sighters" to
have been the exhausts of Communist report accurately everything odd they see
__
night fighters. Under some conditions, jet in the sky.
engines ha\'e luminous exhausts that glow
Sullivan, a sighter himself (30luminous,
orange and blue. The interesting point is zigU~gging objects over the Los Angeles·
that the Air Force, after in,·cstigat ing area ), apparently believes that the saucers
hundreds of tlying-~ucer stories and pooh- are space ships from some other planet.
poohing them all, has apparently decided He does not think they are either C.S. or
to become less hostile toward mysteries Russian super-aircraft.
in the sky.
Most impressh·e believer is Dr. \\'alther
latest Fashions. The Air Force is not Riedel. a scar-faced German rocket ex~lone. In spite of firm squelching, ftying pert who was chief desiiZner at the PeeneAAucer stories ha,·e not died. They ha,·e· munde \'-2 center and now works for
changed ~omewhat with time : the first Xorth American A\'iation. Inc. Riedel
?nes reported, sighted nea r. :\ft. Rainier has !'een noth ing strange himself, but for
m I94i, were round and shm y, and they. years he has kept records of sightings all
flew in daylil!ht with no unusua l maneu- o\·er the world. He is convinced that there
,·ers. The ~ urcr-conscious public duly re- are stran):!e cra ft in the sk\'. and that the,·
ported many more like them. Then the come from outer ~pace. •
·
r.o ~hiun chang~d when twn ai rline pilots
Advanced Planet. T he ~•tuccrs cannot
told a~out seemg, near i\Ion_tgomery, _Ala. be of tcrre>tri:!l origin. Riedel reason;. heone mght, an _enormo~s, wmgle5s. Cigar- cause : 1 ) th ei r skin temperatures mu; t
. be too high ior a ny material known <•r
shaped craft With .~l?~'·mg portholes.
The cycle of ~ym.g-saucer romance had c:trth; 2 J they perform m:tncu,·crs th;tt
another re,·ol~tJOn m 1950, when Holly- require a pilot. but which would kill any
wood colummst ~rank Scullr produced human pilot: 3 J their propubi,·e systems
a book called Bclu11d the Flymg Saucc:s. leave no trail ~ :It high altitude, as all sy; .
The saucers, he wrote, are space sh1ps tems known on ea rth do. T herefore. thin k;
from a foreign planet: They are manned Riedel. the thinJ!;; must come from a pbnd
by extraterre;:tnal m1dgets who are al- where air and ;p:~ ce technolol!y is morr
More Saucers

most exactlv like m101ature humans except that tl;ey h3\'e no beards. only fuzz.
and no ca\'ities in their teeth. Their ships
fly on magnetic lines of force, and are
built of metal harder than diamond whi~h
stands up to temperatures that would w1lt
any earthly substance. Three of them
crashed, said Sc~lly, in the U.S. Southwest, 3nd were .'~ RO unded by the secreti ve Air Force. the \'ill:tin of Scully's book.
(The Air Force <lenicd everything. )
Green Fireballs. The latest turn of the
saucer cycle began last >·ear when Professor Lincoln LaPJZ. a reputable meteor expert of the Unh·ersit y of Xew !\-lexica.
announced that there was something very
odd i'ndeed about a series of eight bright
green fircb:~ ll s seen O\'er the Sout hwest
during a 13-day period. Meteors are seldom green. said La Paz, a nd big ones seldom pass in close sequence O\'er the same
place. He suggested th:ll the ~r~cn meteors might be man-bun~:hed m1Ss1les.
Since the LaPaz pronouncement, many
reported saucers ha,·e been brightly lumino'u s. They ha\'e been seen all over : in
~ew York. \"irginia and especially in the
Southwest. Both Xew Mexico and Calif orni:t had a rash of reports last week.

-

-

.

ad,·Jnced than on earth.
Skeptic::- :md there are still a few . even
in Southern California-ask the following question£:
1 ) \\'hy ha,·e none of the space ~hips
crashed on e.1nh and been found?
2 ) \\'h,· are there no firm reports oi
saucer-sightings by radar, which would

give a ftying object's speed :tnd dist:tnce?
3) How can a con~picuous flying object
pass o,·er metropolit:m Los An!,!eles ( pop.
~.ooo.ooo 1 and be seen by only two or
three people?
Unt il such quc;fions are answered. the
flying-saucer problem will continue to i:H- ·
cinate psychologists as \yell as physicist;:.

Japanese Report
Flying Saucers
TOKYO. A~. 11 vr.-A dentlat
in Jkppu. K)'UAhu, reported lut
niJ:ht M saw two briK)It drtulu
objc'Cu &all lh roo~:h 1M ally from
nortMast to JOulhwnt and ,,_
CU IIOWHI.

.

Th• dm Uot said lh• object&
movt\1 much fa.•t• r than an a irpia"" but that h• felt they were
not shootlnc stars.
S.wcra l other pci'IOD& npotted

. . , IWfi&l Jlillll.

Seen Over Atomic
t:-.:
a rea
Test Site

L.\S V.EG.\S, ?\ tt\'.

(

3}-

saucers in the
of the
1. Flying
Nev:td3 test s ite, where im-

portant new' atomic t es ts are in
w ct·e reported Thurs·l

1 progress,
day.

An Air Fot·ce te<'hnica l SPt'·
geant and four civilian wot·ke t·s
. at the Nelli:; Air Force base,
'near Las Veg:~s. satu they s:-~w
18 circular ol>jcctl'; tlying an east·
erly course which canil'll them
over or very close tu the te;;c

'
I

~~.

1

'J'tll:: .0 llJ 1-:C'l' \\' 1\ :-i '.l' u.'· a I
l:!:O:i p.m. Van Hout tn saw them ;
fi rst anti called Cite :lllCilllllll of •
thf' oth l' rS tn th o:>m. ·
'l'he m<m w:Hchcu the s:~ur .. rs
Cot· about ~0 seconds whil~: they
streaked · acro.;s t he sky it\ an
easted\' COUI'Sf' north Oi Las
)'l'gas. • :md ctlsappearcct

.. 'l' HE 2\ll·:X ES'fJ:\1.-\Tlm t hn: l

:he craft \\'C'rc 40.00() feN h igh.
nnd fi}'i n~ at :1 ~='ced o£ .at lcasr i

l~OQ Jllile.; ~tt_l!o~ ~-

J

'l'he objects Jlew In jln lr·.
regular form:Jtion with one of
them off to the r igl:t. mo,·ing
with a 7.h~·z:lg motion. 'rhey left
no smol,,~ o1· ,· :~por trail.
.-\ CH EC K A'l' t ho! air b::se
showed that there · were no
pl:mes in the ail· :lt the ti1:1e
and that no ol.ls el'\' ation bll·
l<.>ons h:Ju b~e n r t!leased.
The Atomic Ener.>;.v Commis·
s ion s:~kl th;t t n one of its per~o n·
Jtel hall S et•ll lh t' OQ.ii'C lS.

,, APRU..

fqS'~ ·

~Ko-rea

'Flying Saucers'
·Prompt Wide Inquiry
_

_

l 'fS~

WASHINGTON, Feb. 19 (UP' .-The Air Force disclosed today
&bat lt had ordel'ed a !ull-scale investigat 1011 of repcrts that objects

resembling "t\ying sauce:·s" had been sigh~ed in Korea by crewmen
of two American B-29 bombers. : . .------ -An Air Force wokesman !aid tour
The sanle night, a B-29 !rom

al

filers described the objects as disc· ; dit:"erent squadron returned to its
ahaped, bright orange ln color and i base after a. fti&ht over Sunchon, 1
Korea, some distance from Won~an.
_&ending otr oc<;asional flashes ot : Two crewmen said they saw t\);ng
bluish Ught.
· ./
I discs moving alongside their plane
- Two ot~~~~~-~~ ~ ha~e I at a high altitude. The time also was
at about midnight.
thought the disca .,-ere about three
"The objects rem11 ined with the
' teet In diameter.
l>-29 over Wonsan !or t\ve minutes
In the past, the Air Force has and v.·ith tht. B-29 ovet· Sunchon !or
force!ully discounted widespread re- ·one minute," lhe Air ~orce said,
ports ot " flying ~ucer&" or "discs."
But tt was suftlciently Impressed by I
reports from Its own personnel to
Force in Far East
order a. full Inquiry.
Silent
on Aerial Globes.
The first report was !Ubmltted to ·
Air Force intelllgence otl\cers from
TOKYO. Feb. 20. -!.Z American:
two cre1vmen of a B-29 bomber, who
bomber cre11:s have reported ~eeing J
said they saw the object nyin&l strange looking objects over Ko- '
_parallel to their plane at about mid·
rea at n ight.
:
night the night or J an. 29. The plane
Air Force spokesmen in Tokyo
was over Won.w.n. Korea.
. .•
and in Korea refused to comment.!
They said the information was.
-:-:~~..;:-.;.---·-··· .. .. :: . -~ classll'led.
Night-tiyi.o~ B-26 bomber pilots ·
: In Korea told today of seeing,;
I "things" in the a ir .
Earlier Air ;
j Force spokesmen in Washington
Wi XCKF.STF.t.;, \':a. - (UP)-' . said B-29 crewmen reported sight"strange looking orange globes" ·
Flying sauc.:r t·epol'ts were re- 1ing
in night ftl:;hts.
. newect het·e Saturday · night.
One veterar pilot in Korea sa!d
: John Seabt·ight :mel Har-rin!:(·
the "orange globes" could be fta.~he;;
ton - ~m i th said th~y saw a
.9f expaust from Communist jets.
; "bl"ighL o range ball" flu~h acr·o;;;;
· the horizon ;H abom treetop
lH·:ght :;s they sat un a pvcch
her~: :.buut ~:~0 p.m. Th r:y .:;:.1<1
Engl nnd
the ub ject streal"''<.l acrvss the
,;l;.v at tJ·cmenctous spePd <snd
NlWS CHOOlllCf..E
di $:~ppe:H'l'<l su<Jdr: nly a .:; if someMay 5", 195~
on~: turn:?d otf the light.
'fhe ball appeared to b:! about
six inches in diameter they said,
a t '1 w:~s followed by a hazy
'_ Rcporl~ oC "F'Jying Saucers'"
o~ .mge trail that a ppl'arec.l to be
ahout a foot long. T hey said· br:;u~ llrrn orcr the New Sout.h
W AIC'.> <'0:\!>t. llA\' C b~n r eceived
sparks were t !• ro\\' n from its
in S)·dncr fro m rour w idr ly· ,.;,·cul:lr• edge :~nd :he ball apSf'Pat.\tcd point-s in the Slat.c.P· :u·e(l 10 \lc ;.p;:m ir.:::- o n i :~ \ '<' 1'B .U.P •
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Slx-lod1!;; Flyir.g Saucers·

·Reported in Virginia ;

l

I

·'S,!ucei·s' serial .

• ;; _;;i

:.xi.<. /.)l'rr'~l-

.

<·· r·.;~~ H~iiLTON ·NEWS

.
. ,.._APRJ~.. l8_,·:, .~?.5.2~.'~.-.:~

I; .\\<tV\'\~\~:':'
. o_"'~.,..: ~ :·
O.cc.V\aJ.

~ « ~ ", S~·· - c."k y

0. •

I

. '. '

•

·Offawa· ·ls,~·:'~\f6t
r·
.

. .·

R . ·· ·;:::~··. ~ ··. ·. · ' ·

La4ghnng

At:R_eports;
..

~ .

~iarrn~~t@n
.

,f.uiS~t~u
. "'.
~

~

rfJ

.

Y.,.

.Mystery Orb

~ .A mysterious . qbject, ·varl·

. ously described as a blim~ and
:: a sauccr·lil~c object, was seen
~ln .~he · :s~ty ·o-ier. t{amilton and
\ district <Wednesday evening
·, by dozens of spectators at
'widely· separated points. It
~ finally vanished at t~rrific
speed after hovering· motion··
less for some minutes around

7 p.m.·.

. Some 40 ntt'ntbt'rS of a smelt
party at But·lington
:u~ach, sr.vcral Hamilton women,
nnd a Bl:'antsville man all saw
tht• phcnCimcnon at appt·oximatc·
Jy the same time.

! f ishi 11g

I

I.

llt-s. ll. Woodland, of !!0 Bit-ch
awnut', travdling in a cat· along
,with fout• othc.-r women on Dl•adt
;boulc.v•u·d saiJ, ''lt aappcarcd at
:.lin£t to be a · dh·Igiblc. 1'hcn
·W~ noticoo It wasn't nloving-,
.but ::~imply standing stationary
::against the ev~ning sky." · · ·

.f · ....A•

1

u; :t·.-f!emf.(II:

we. w•tchcd

!1t
l·, o ~~~ t'lrl'ular, 1111d a Jl~;·ht.•r MJ; ~
.:or tluan th&' ~ky Jt~lt. Sutld~nly
~ i• rlu;: ut brownish \'upor lllll)CUr·
i .-d uround U. uml It lltt'rully van: ~...twacl u It m,wt'cl f>lt nt wlmt.
;.mu:-.t. Ita\·~ I.M.•t'n u t-t-rrlCic rnt.O

:·or ~Jit't"cl," 11h~ suld,
·
; Mrs. Woodland's details lend
·:auth~nllcity to a story from one
·lot the group ot smelt fishermen,

:cordon Coa·dinc1·, ol 157 Mae>
!Anulty boulevard.
,
1i
"W~ spotted lt at'ound seven, .
land It hovered uound at a low
laltltud~ for what sec •ned Jlke
·about 30 minutes. lt dsappcar-j
'ed for a shoa·t time- then 1·e:i ;appcucd. The second time we 1
I
•· ~saw It, It . looked whltct·, or at J
j1 J east a llghtc1· color,'' aald Col'- 1

i

~ 'dinct·.

·

.

.

·

Scie~tists

Begin1
Serious

Siudy
a.,

N••• CUTHall

. ' Peftlalftlftterr Cerr••P-II"t•
·

M••lllen Newt

Ottawa, April 17. -:- Tho ·
. Def~nce Re.ltarth noard · til-·
i day joined Canada's top scien·
· lists in warning so-called ..fly·
ing saucers" ·were not just
something to be laughed ore
but merited serious scientific ~
· study.
: CordlnN·•• explanation of theJ
; ·change In color 'Is that u the 1
1 =evening sky dat'kencd, the flying~,
~uccr-or whateve•· It 'Was -:
::,o:.ld ,p~ar li~hte~ In comparl·
Olhcu · who reported seeing·
Uhe mystel'ious object lnc:luded .
'Howard Scott, ot Bal'ton street I
!
j,east;
Robc!1't Henderson, of Abcr-"
~ •dm:n t-oad, Bl.'amsvllle, and Lit- '
j:_llan Mitchell, of Beach boulevud.
•t· Only a day or two ago. fDur
1' non-c:omanission<'d alrcrcw mem·
l~ bcn> cl&illlcd that they had seen
.••what tht•y dt•scril.wd a!l a flying
j:sau<:l'l' ~ruising a~vc No!·th Day.
, R.C.A.l' . autho&·&llcs pomt out
that thl!l Is only 100 mih~s !&·om
the Chitllc River sil•! of C:anada':.
atorulc crwrgy JII'O}~'ct. Mo:>t re·
I porl!l of sau<:t'&' :;iJ;htinn~t In the
1
U.S. have couw fi'OIIl N~w :Mt•xlco
and N~v<Ac.la, sitc:i o r Am.:ric;tn
atomic testing ga·ound:t.
1

I

---- · ·-- · -·-·-~-----

The otnte or Dr. AJC~ ~.
Lnn.:lt-y; the board's dlrf't-tor of
llrl~ntine
lntf'lllg-enef", n-,·..a~t
th('r~ was a file or 31) d iffere-nt
renorb on unldt'nftned ohjf-C't" ht
J tilt! ~I<Y whlt'h. AO fur Juul ..b11C-.
~ 11.-d•• l.h e ciO!it'llt t'Xamlnntlon by
1 cxr~rb. · ·
· ..
,.
Two or three Canadian sight·
1 lngs had been b ·accd to explain! able sources b ut the m~ority .
were still in the mystery dus.
The. board was working- under
direct ot·dcr or the · m\n\tltcr of
: national ·. defence . t~ . c:o-oper<llO
wlth ·the str.vices on unusual celestial occ:ttl't'ences, lt was slalt'd.
I i First· Canadian ..flying saucer..
!observed was at Ottawa In 19-l7.
Sihcc then l't'ports from reliable.
trained. obscrvel"S have come into
the board from all across the
country, New Brunswick t6 the
Yukon. Latest reports W<'re from
an R.C.A.F. base at North Bay
whr.rP. two vet.-ran alrmt'n aaw
•''bright ambt'r discs•• oh two O<'C:\·
'•ions four months apart. followrd
by rrpot'ts fro.m Hamilton last
night. ·
. ·, . .
·
J lt'ollowing this lal<'st r<'port Dr.
Pt~h·_t: ltfi.llman, Dominion list ~'0-~
: phys&dsl, Dr. C. J . Mackt•n7.1C',
1chairman of the Atomic f'n~r.:y I
( conlr(ll boat·d, ·and ·Dt·. 0. lot. :
fSolandt, chairman or lhc dt•Ccnce
rrsc~tt·ch board. all agrred such :
1 reports
could no longt'r be·
~ahr·ug,;NI orr• . Th<'Y .could no 't
! lon.g•~•· be · lgnol't'd but nmst ~
ic~lllc th~ bhjc.ct, or mOl>t intense,
litvcstll!al•on.·
. , • : •~ .. ...,....~...,.~ _ • .....·. I
~ .. ......,. .......~ ~ "'=· · - .........., .
I

!

I

~

Shape'd Obiects'· Sighted
.Four:· Areas In A'ustralia
SYDNEY (UP)- Repo1·t.s of ·
"flying s aucers" poured into j
. Sydney Sunday from many
. parts of .Australla and officials
.:were unable to shed any l ight
~ on the mystery.
·
; Thirteen persons from four
:widely scattered areaa reported
:&eeing "a cigar shcped object
larger than any plane" flash
across the sky shortly after
.dawn.
Two of thll reports came !rom
.airl\ne pilots. One wa~ h:om .
,an. air ·.fo!·ce office~ .. O t~e.r per·.
,1-Q.!lS _ reDorted ·.theY.· · t.a::.V.:.: J,hL'
i ' sameobi'~ctat'the. same tii'THJ
, over south coast areas mon
than 100 miles from Sydney.
· Other · reports came f ront
Parkes Jn central New South
Wales more than 200 miles from ·:
's ydney. Some reports c:am•
from the Sydney suburbs.
. 'The ;Royal Austra.Jian .AI!'
Force . s aid · t.t}ere were r..o jd.
planes· over the areas where the.
·reports originated. Sc:!ent!~~.
aid they 'would bet 100-to-1 that
tl\e o~ects wer ! ~.ot man 1!!ade,:

I

.· .i.
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'4 RfPORT HUGE!
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IAP)-A. s t rance oval·sbaped •
jtct ..... rtport.ed leal blih In
U.. s!ly over Benson. A.~. ~
day.

At least four IIK'n COI\IIeeted
with llarana A ir Force But>,
about l•'tnl7 tnl'" nortb-st of
T\leaon. t•eported -inc the oo-

JtcL

Chick Lo)(an, a civilian Oil(ht
cluerlb4!d It u five
or alx time• u large u a B-29
Su~r!o\11'ts.t, oblong In sba~.
and without w~p or ot.ber pa·o- :
con\mand~a·,

jeetlona.

· ;

•u "''

not

like a - . ·

l ..........., ...... .w.n.. .. .
I

. . ~ratll£a £Jradluf

T..,.,,r-." Ita

5

Flying-Fire·Balls ·
.See"! by 3 Cops

TWo _.. m)'lterloul Mila c1
nr. we.-. reported - . In JUdi·
-ws eart,y yemrday. T II re •

IUchmond pollee oUictra aid
tMy obeerw<t "WWInp . _ . et
....... while t.IWy weft Oil palrc!l
ID tt~e· ..wm put fll tile clQ<.
l'atrol-n JIGk J'\cliN. JMk
J:a&u &114 T. J . Wabll clediiM
.. - balls bowred o.er NDt ad~·
. a t &114 Uwn d1l&ppe&rM Ia a

..,.,...

.....

1 naw aa illlrk .. 1 -w ••
' U,... t ed alld It ·~ to
too a& lca• l 40,MO teet hlrlofto:
..... tlual .

•u wu ..., brtcllt anct ~~like

~
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J.:'Gia~-i 'thi'rling ·

:1

!:, Smoke Ring Seen ~
·1

Iligl1 Over City

J~

I

HCJJortc<l 'l'ravcllinJr
At 'l'rcmcnd.ous Speed '

. A giant whirlin& srnukc: rina: fl:l\hctl
the hurizon in ~n at
ttht\l; yestcn.l:ty :~cconlin& . to ~cvcral :
.
'
j pe rs:>n~.
.
.
• 1
The rinc di,appcared in the ;cncral:
Jirecl ;on ur N ia~ar:~ Fall~. they ~aid.'
How;~rd ~coli, I ~4:1 Harlon Street
•
I
Easl
I· • saiJ he noticc:ll the rin~: while:
. .
. he w, .~ dr ivin~; :~cro~~ the llc:~ch stnp.
·~t lool.cd !-lack and <~hnut 2011
1):trds
in diameter. · llul wncn J
~• orr··~d the ct•ll'ur ch;111~ed to .a
I hluis.. while and then it disarrcarcd
! over the horizon." he ~aiJ.
"It was tnwcllinJ: :tl a trcmcnJous
aero•~

.-

. · ·-

~-r·..;;;..·---

•• I ~'1:"\'/jlll"nr..i I i; i ;F ('!~
J.A: ..., ~ ...
J.J;.I.,.....,_.

·

a

~t:§~ <Sc~
Eo"t St. . Louts, Ill., F~b. 1~
WO)"Ward "·~ather b:.;;

/'/$'). •A

· loon 11et oft o new rlylnl; s;.\:N;
' acnro hero last nizht. 'r~l~j)hor..,
\ c:al111 po\ll'cd into the Scott i\ir
Force Halle, with rcsic!cnts ~u-:c.
· in~ "w:l:lt is it'!"
: The bnlloon had bro~cn lot\so
, tr;,m . it:~ ntool·in:s At Wri;:h:·
rultCl'<IOn Fi~ld ncar DnytO:"I,
·• Ohio, and t.a'AWlcll olmos~ ;;sl) .
i \nile,..

t~IIN06Y•tr£."~·s · - ~IT'-ttt:''-,_

I

srcc ..'"
.
H:-: st:alcd that the rina lool:cd fh11,
that he coulll not ~cc uny llcpth to it.
"1 tried to 5CC stars throu;h the
centre hut 1 didn't have 01ny luck."
· A Beach resident, Lillian Mitchell,·
· t01llcd the Sp:ct;alor to report seeing
the ~;101e rin~.
Robe• t
l lcnllc r~un,
Abcnlccn
Road. llc:~msvillc, wilh three other~.
was drivino~: toward~ Hamilton last
ni5:ht ju~t :~ftcr 5lln~ct when they
noticed wh01t af1pc01rcd to he a hu~:c
scria smoke rin~: in the sky to their
riJ;ht.
·
·;
.
"JI rcsernhlc:d n Jaq;c h1eyclc hre
on il!> side." s01id Mr. Henderson.
· "lc· M;iyed in the ~ky :~hnut .four
minutes 11nd then completely dr~ap
pc;~red. It ~cemt'd to be ahout a
mile llfl ir1 the
·-- --...

~k~·."
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Flying (Yawn) Discs
J)URANGO, C<>lo. (INS) - FJ:--··
lng saucers are back-this time
oYer uranium Yaluoble south·
western Colorado.
More than a dozen Du1·ango
residents reported seeing the
silver colored discs near the
Vanadium Corp. of America, 3
Yil31 \ll':lnium p1·ocessing pl3nt.
Two offici3ls or the plant!!,
however, S3id they had se<!n no
objects over the building, and
added thev had received no re·
ports of any objects.
On :\[ot•ch 17, 1950-nearly
::iOU pct•s ons in the Fartlliur,ton,
N.::-.r., :tre3 south of Durango re·
ported seeing a mass fii~ht of
r.he saucers. t; M A "'f I '7 SCJ.
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For the benefit o! those who were not present at the general meeting held on April 22nd, the
Chairman opened the meeting with a brief resume of
discussions leading to the !ormation ot this Committee
and the terms of reference. He then tabled three books
by Kehoe, Scull.y and Heard dealing with Flying Saucers
sightings as worthy study as they give a fairly useful
summary o! the most important publically recorded sight1ngs. These can be used in addition to newspaper reports.
S/L Bing tabled a report by the RCAF relat1 ve
to the USAF project on Flying Saucers. This report is
to be duplicated by the RCAF and copies passed to the
Secretary !or distribution to the Committee members.
The question ·o r the security classification
of the work of the committee was then discussed. It
was agreed that CONFIDEltTIAL was sufficient, but that
members should be cleared to SECRET to facilitate any
exchange of information !rom international sources.
The Chairman stated that it would probably
be better to divorce this work !rom the questionable
title or 11Flyin(' Saucers", and thought that some name
entirely without meaning such as "Project Theta" should
be adopted. The Committee agreed 1n principle to this
suggestion, with the exception that the project name ·
is not to be used during exchange of information of an
international. character. Such "exchanges" are to be
effected through established channels only. There being
·no further suggestions acceptable, the name "Project
Theta" was adopted, subject to investigation by the
Secretary as to the validity ot the use and possible
duplication of the name.
The possibility of obtaining u.s. data on · ·
a reciprocal basis was considered desirable and the
Secretary was instructed to have a for~l •P.~roach to
this effect made through the DRB Member in ~lashington.
(A sample of one of the Canadian do cuments)
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Columbin, on April 24th 3t 7 :30 p.m. The illuminou s ohjcct~
were in a V-formation. Immediately behind and " i nside " the
first format i on was a s econd group. W i tnes~e s st3te the
objects came out of th e south at terrific speed and when
the strange things reac hed a point over Vanc ouver , they soa rc,!
upward out of sight.21S
At night, April 2~th, a disc-like object wa s seen in
the heavens above Regina, Saskatchewan. It hovered, sendin g
out flashes of fire, and then moved toward the sou thwest.
The account mentioned that the object "had a tail like a kite, ..
a remark that does not necessarily discredit the story s ince
there were at ~jgst three reports of UFO's with ribbon -l ike
tails in 1950.
"UFO' s in format ion."
In keeping with the north to south shift, when a C-12J
type aircraft out of Biggs Air Force Base, Texas, encountereJ
UFO ' s on April 24th, it was not over Texas but over Vermont.
Cru5ing at 11,000 feet and on heading of 73 degrees
magnetic, the Air Force C- 124's crew noticed something 20
degrees to their right and just above the horizon. Visibility was unlimited and the men had no trouble making out:
" ... three objects in loose fingertip formation" that were
flying on a parallel course. This continwd for two to three
minutes before the objects were lost from sight. Immediate!~
thereafter off the left of the C-124 more objects were seen
and were in view for another minute before disappearing .
The crew of the C-124 said the objects were round in shape
and blue in color. They appeared capable of very high speed
since they were rapidl y faded from sight, and if the objects
were the estimated distance of 50 miles then the UFO's must
have been quite large in size.217
The Canadian UFO committee.
That same night , the evening of the 24th, the Project
SECOND STOREY committee appointed by the Canadian Defense
Research Board convened under the chairmanship of Dominion
Observatory astrophysicist Dr. Peter M. Millman. And what
critical documents did they bring to the meeting? Dr. ~tillman
had brought along a copy of Donald Keyhoe's book The Flying
Saucers are Real and two others (which were probably Scull~· ~
Behind The Fly1ng Saucers and Gerald Heard's Is Another World
Watch1n~?) .
Another member, L. P. Bing, did better and had
obta1ne a Royal Canadian Air Force document which had an
assessment of the American Project GRUDGE. It's not surprising
that the principle dec i sion of the get together was to reque~t
the ORB representative in Washington D.C. to contact and seek
cooperation and information from the Pentagon.218 The Canadian~
had practically nothing to work with.
Cambridge.

- 57 -

One of the prime sources of technical advi ce for Project
BLUE BOOK was the Air Force ' s Cambridge Research Center, Cam bridge, Mass. Ironica l ly , it was at Camb rid ge on April 24th
th at one of the most outstanding UFO report s of the mon th
origina ted as th e giant UFO ~ave of 1952 swept south out of
Ca nada. In the aft ernoon that day , Alfred P. Furni s h, He rbert
J. Brun, and Joseph Page, all USAF civilian employees working
at the Ca mbridge Rad ar Sys tems Laboratory, El ectronics Researc h
Division , were in a tower on the summi t of Grea t Blue Hill,
a 785 foot rise of ground jus t outside Milton, Mass . Blue
Hill wa s topped by an Air Force observation platform equi~ped
with a s mall 6 - power tel escope for the trac king o f tr ansi~nt
ai rcraft. Although t he Sun ,,·as obscured behi nd a high ov ·rcast , visibi l ity was at l ea st 70 miles. Wind velocity wa
almost ni l . Th e thr ee men on the p l atform were not your :sual
civilia n witnesses. Page '-'as an electronics sc ientist wh .
regularly trac ked aircraft , both with opti ca l devices and
radar, and A. P. Funi s h, another electron ics expert, also
tracked aircraft on a dai ly basis so he could tell at a glance
what kind of aircra ft might enter his field of vi s ion. Herbert
Brun had not yet gradua t ed from the Ma ssachusetts Institut e of
Te chnology where he wa s a s enior, but besides h is major i ~
Elect rical Engineering, he had sp ec ialized in identifying
mi litary and commercial ai rcraft silhouettes.
To the northwest that afternoon, at 2:30 , some s hap~ s were
detected with the naked eye by th e three civ il ians . The trio
swor e what they saw were not birds, pieces of paper , k i te ~,
nor a ny object known to them. The men late r told Captain
Locke , t he Air Provost Mars ha l, that they saw objects tha :
" ... were very thin, from ten to fiftee n
feet acros s at their widest point, had a lip
a round the outer edges, and were a dull r eddish
ora nge color. No corner s were vi s ibl e, and they
looked like ' ova l s pulled in at the wai st. '
Objec ts consi s tently undulated with a wobbling,
s wooping mo tion , firs t in a perpendicular course,
then along a horiz ontal plane, and the n, a second,
but angular, rise o f about fifteen degrees a t
approxima tel y 240 miles per hour. No t rail or
exhaust , no sound heard. Object s at about 2,000
feet elevation when first observed, and at unesti. mated h eight when la s t seen. Objects grew s maller 219
traveling away f r om obse rver and became invisible."
Look takes a look.
An investiga t ive r eporter from Look, Life magazine's
c h ie f rival, spent April 25th and Apr~6tn-af the offices
of BLUE BOOK, gathering mate ri al for another UFO article.
What he was tol d didn't detract from the sensat ional impres sion Life's story had provided . Look 's treatment would pla ce
stress on the Ai r Force's inc reased e ffort to obtain data
and what appeared to be an alarming pa ttern t o UFO sightings.
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A more significant and far reaching contact BLUE BOOK
made in April ~as the friendship that developed between
Fournet and an apparent civilian named Fred Durant. Through
Fournet, Durant met Ruppelt, a me eting most desirable to someone who had a keen inter est in the famous s ky mystery . Th is
fel low Durant displayed jus t such a fa sci nation in the
aerial puzzle ~hile failing to make known to the two Air
Force officers he ~as an employee of the Office of Scienti f ic
Intelligence, an arm of the Central Intelligence Agency.
America's super-s ecret Intelligence organization, the CIA,
was taking the "alleged objects" very seriously and had
ordered the establishment of a covert contact with the
military.220
A white circle of light.
At about the same latitude as Seattle, Washington, i s
Darmstadt, Germany, site of Rhein Main Air Force Base. The
north to south movement of the UFO wave of 195 2 in North
America had somethin~ of a counterpart in Europe and when
reports were made in places like Darmstadt, th e similarity
was confirmed.
On a local instrument flight above Rhein Main on April 25th
at 2115 hours were Captain Wisnieski and Lt. Bartholomew at the
controls of a C- 47. There was scattered clouds in the sky with
visibility from 5 to 10 miles. While cruising at 2,000 feet,
Captain Wisnieski sighted a brilliant moving light heading
directly at his C- 47. Alarmed, Captain Wisnieski radioed
Rhein Main Tower for instructions, but the Tower had no
information on any other air traffic in the vicinity; meanwhile, he had taken evasive action. Disaster averted, both
Wisnieski and Bartholomew kept an eye on the phenomenon as
it zoomed away, climbing at a high rate of speed toward the
northwest. As for the shape of the UFO, none could be distinguished. All that the two officers could say was that the
thing appeared to be about two feet in diameter and looked like
a "1•hite circle of light."2 21
"The disc pilots, if such is the case ... "
A number of residents of Moorehead, Minnesota, and Fargo,
North Dakota (the cities are just a few miles apart), became
excited April 25th over dots in the night sky travelling South
to North with the appearance of being: "Very high, very fast,
bright red and orange, etc ...... zzz The flights, there were
two reported, occurred at 9:00 and 9:45 p.m. Eight civilians
observed five "objects" per flight some eight minutes apart.
The Air Force report on the case uses some remarkable
language: "The formation was described as a wide 'V,' irreg ular or more specifically sloppy, in that the disc pilots,
if such is the case, appeared to have trouble maintaining
constant speed and a1titude."223

-59It almost sounded as if the offic er ~ere about to join
the nonald Keyhoe fanclub, yet the puzzlement only drove him
to take unusual measures that had a significant effect on
RUJE BOOK evaluations.
These overfligh ts by "mystery craft" so intrigued the
Commanding Officer of Detachment 2, 462 Ground Observer Squadron, Fargo Filter Center, Fargo, North Dakota, that he was
de term ined to make an effort to identify the phenomenon. He
stationed himself atop one of the tallest buildings in Fargo,
the ten-story Black Building and waited for a "mystery flight."
Various civilians joined the vigil. Telescopes, speed cameras,
a nd binoculars were trained on the black heavens.
Here are the results:
"On or about 2115 hours sever a l Teal Ducks
passed over, high, fast, and bright orange.
Identification was positive via flapping wings.
Geese followed, also illuminated and was positively identified by 'quacking.• Phosphorescence
was picked up by the fowl from the neon lights
in the City thus causing the strange illumination.
'~bservation heretofore had been from the
ground level with lighting glare. The difference
in both of these factors caused the objects to
show up more clearly."224
Was the mystery solved?
"Red ducks" over Yuma?
A layer of cloud lay over Yuma, Arizona at 6,000 feet on
April 27th. An Air Force S/Sgt . , Chief of AACS Operating
Location 1903-4 AACS Squadron at Yuma County Airport, was
a witness that night to a bizarre siRht:
"On the 27th of April 1952 between the hours
of 2030 and 2230, my wife and I, while sitting
in our automobile at the Yuma Drive -i n Theater at
Yuma, Arizona noticed what at first seemed to be
falling stars but upon following them we observed
them to fly horizontal with the ground and then
make a very definite abrupt change of attitude
disappearinR in the clouds. Several minutes
later two similar objects appeared flying
parallel with each other , after a few seconds one
continued straight ahead, the other veered sharply
to the north and passed over the town of Yuma disappearing into the clouds. All the objects sighted
wh ich numbered 7 or 8 were travelling from NE to
SE, were round and emitted a fiery r ed glow, on
one occasion after watch i ng this one particular
object after it had made an abrupt change of
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altitude it s2~!ed as though it we re whirling
like a disc."
Perhaps the objects over Fargo and Yuma were birds. Per haps the mystery was just a case of had eyesight and good
imaginations. Nonetheless, the phenomenon k~pt to a strange
pattern: heading south like a wave, throwing a scare into
people in the northern U.S.
Two April 26th fillers off the news wire:
Lake Wil cox, Ontario.
Something bright and circular parked in the sky for awhile
and then shot toward the northern horizon at t r emendous velo city. As it sped north , witnesses noticed that the object
tipped a bit revealing a flat, thin profile.226
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
A group of five objects observed.
disc- like. 227

They we re said to be

"Wingle ss cigar."
High scattered clouds and wind s at 10 to 20 knots were
recorded at Wa skish, Minnesota, a sma l l town on the shore of
Uppe r Red Lake . The date was April 27th and the time 20
minutes after 8 in t he morning . Visibility exceeded 15 miles.
Waskish, like many p l aces in the country at the time, had a
Ground Observer Post manned by civilians and officially linked
to the Air Defense Command. The observer maning the post that
morning detected a strange object in the s ky and immediately
dialed the Filter Cente r in Minneapolis. The Filter Center,
puzzled by the report, relayed the information to the 31st
Air Division. For one minute the GOC fellow had viewed:
"An object like nothing the observer had
seen before. I t was cigar-shaped. It had no
wings. It made no sound. It gave off a high
reflection from the sun. It looked like polished
a luminum. Object traveled about 30 miles due
north during period of observation. " 228
Michi gan mystery.
The phone ran g on the desk of Captain Anthony W. Rosinia,
Assistant Intelligence Officer of the 4708th Defense Wing,
Selfridge, Air Force Base, Mic h igan, 8:30 the morning of
April 29th. Being the Of ficer of the Day, Captain was more
than mildly interested in the ca ll as duty dema nded. A civilian wa s phoning from Royal Oak, Michigan (a part of Detro it)
to i n f orm the Air Fo r ce he had observed something strange about
11:00 t he morning of Apri l 27th. Captain Rosinia took down the
account:
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in the sky . It looked like a paper plate . As r. )
wa t ched it, it turned sideways . It seemed to he
stationary. ~lr. ( --- deleted ) reported he went .nto
the house to get his binoculars and when he came out,
it was gone.
He callid a neighbor as a witness, )Ut
the neighbor could not see it."229
This was not the only report of unusual airborne objects
a bove Detroit on Apri l 27th. Captain Rosinia had taken a call
the day before concerning an even more extraordinary story.
Wh i le not pretending to be able to judge the credibility or
probability of the information, Captain Rosinia noted that the
e ight witnesses involved claimed military backgrounds. The
s ite of the observation wa s the Detroit suburb of Roseville.
Th e Air Information Report filed on the phone call read:
"On 27 April 1952, at 1600 hours, (--deleted) was in the backyard of his house at
the above address with(-- - deleted), (--deleted), and (---deleted). They were engaged
in pitch ing horseshoes, and occasionally would
watch jet aircraft as they flew over. At 1615
hours they observed in the northeast sky a round
object , silver in color, high in the sky. It
appeared to remain motionless. All four men saw .
the object . A pair of high-powered binoculars ~
were obtained and the round object was brought
under observation. It was observed to turn
comple tel y over and assumed an oval or egg shape.
The object had a dark underside, it is not known
whether it was a door or a painted side. It seemed
to drop straight down and then stop . Two ot her silver
objects , cigar-shaped, larger than the first sighted
objec t, were then seen in the same area. It appeared
that they came from the ball object or just appeared
in the same area as the ball object when it was under
observation. Those seemed suspended in space and
at approximately 1700 hours all disappeared, the
ball obje ct going straight up and one of the cigarshaped objects travelling up in an easterly direction and the other going up in a westerly direction .
The speed of ascent was amazing, and in a small
frac ti on of time they were gone f rom sight. Th e
objects observed were in view from 1615 to 1700
hours by all men visually, with the naked eye and
bi nocula rs .
"During the observation of these t hree objects,
another object was observed. It was a silver,
cigar-shaped object tr aveling at a tremendous
speed northeast to northwest. It was at a great
altitude, no sound was heard. It was observed
th rough binoculars and the body of the observer
had to be turned as he tracke d the object to keep
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it in view. I t traveled horiiOntally at a great
altitude and speed.
"There was no formation evidenced hv any of
these objects, no trail or exhausts, no~ was any
noise heard. The objects were all above jet aircraft observed f lying in the local area. The
sky wa s clear, the observations were made during
day light for a period of approximately 45 minutes.
No estimate as to altitude, distance or speed
could be given, no photographs were taken. The
sky was cloudless."230
"All I can do is report it, Bud."
Bear in mind as you read the following account that the
person making the statements collect ed the name s of three
other witnesses who happened to be in the area and did not know
him personally. Grant ed the witness was well aware of the
UFO problem and thus conditioned to "tell a tall tale" if he
de s ired, but there are many possible checks that could be made
to ruin the validity of the sighting. A hoax seems improbable
unless the man was a complete fool. Th e entry in official UFO
records is brief:
"On 29 Apil 1952, at 0830 hours , the following report was submitted to the undersigned by
the Officer of the Day relative to sightings of
unconventional aircraft observed on 27 April
1952.
''A/ZC (- --de leted) of the Air Police Squadron
took a call from a Mr. (--- deleted) of Pontiac ,
Michigan. Mr. (--- deleted) called at approximately
2306 hours concerning an object approximately 200
feet in diameter and 200 feet off the ground. The
object would go from brilliant white to nothing.
Mr. (--- deleted) was in a business establishment
making the phone call but friends were outside the
building still watching the object. A/ZC (--deleted) did not get the phone number or address
of Mr . (--- deleted)."23 1
So much for the brief off ic ial note. On May 16, 1952,
the witness wrote an extensive letter to BLUE BOOK providing
his address and the names and addresses of three other wit nesses. The bulk of the letter recounted the events of that
wild night.
"Gentlemen :
"I have been a faithful believer and follower
of Flying Saucers incidents as fa r back as B48 and
was of the opinion that they were a project of the
U.S. Government, but after my recent experience
which I am going to outline in detail, it has
changed my belief entirely.
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"Coincidently, I happened to read the April 7th
issue of Life Magazine which precedes my experience
by n couple of weeks, explaining my actions as you
1dll note.
"I live approximately seven miles west of
Birmingham, Michigan, which is north of Detroit
ahout fifteen miles. On Sunday night, April 27th,
my wife, two children and myself were preceeding home
from my sister's traveling north on Stevenson Highway
at 10:45 p.m. As I turned left on Fifteen Mile Road
(Fifteen Mile Road runs through Birmingham east and
west and this point is about seven miles east of
Birmingham), my wife and I both spotted a brilliant
white object corning toward us out of the sky from
the northeast. It descended so fast that by the
time my wife could realize and state it was a Flying
Saucer, it had descended to its minimum height of
approximately 3,000 feet or the average height of a
transport plane in flight. It stopped abruptly
and rocked slightly similar to a row boat in choppy
water . It then settled at an approximate 80 degree
angle and the brilliant whiteness diminished to what
appeared to be window lights. It sat in this exact
position and spot for approximately three or four
minutes making it to be about two miles north of us
and 3,000 feet high. The angle at which it rested
made it very easy for us to estimate its thickness
and diameter. It appeared to have two tiers of windows each about ten feet high which resembled looking
into the playing section of a mouth organ. The
windows were all around the entire diameter making
visible the round flatness. We estimated conservatively that the diameter of this ship was at
least two hundred feet.
"After \vhat seemed to me they were getting
their bearings, they started drifting northwest
toward the city of Pontiac at about one hundred
miles per hour but stopped two or three times during
the time of our observation. At no time did it make
a noise.
"Immediatelv I realized that I should have witnesses to this phenomenon, so I speeded west on Fifteen
~file Road to a drive-in restaurant about a mile away .
I ran in and asked some young men if they would come
out and witness my experience. After persuasion, two
of them went out and were amazed, causing others to
follow. By this time it had drifted at least five
miles northwest . At this point I called the Birmingham
Police and asked them to alarm all the air fields in
its direction which they said they would do. I returned to mv car and we continued to follow it
driving wes~ on Fifteen Mile Road. During the next
five minutes the lights in the saucer went off and
on three times. The third time the light s changed
from white to a brilliant yellow-orange and by this
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time we had reached the Grand Trunk Railroad Station,
a half mile from Birmingham. Thinking this exper ience would make a good newspaper story, I stopped
at the railroad station and called the netroit Times
telling them my story thus far.
"After that I again called the Birmingham pol icc
and asked them if they had reported the incident
as yet. They said they were thinking about it so
I became provoked and said I would call Selfridge
Field myself, which I did. If anyone ever got the
'Brush' I sure did. I was transferred to fi~e
different departments and finally got an officer who,
I am sure, was awakened by my call and was ~ery peeved.
I explained what was taking place and he mumbled something to another fellow and then said: 'I'll report
it. What's your name?' I gave him my name and explained: 'If you ever want a close-up vie~ of a giant
saucer, get some planes in the sky at once, telling
him the approximate location of the saucer. Then he
repeated: 'All I can do is report it, Bud. ' Then
he hung up.
"During my telephone conversation, my wife had
convinced the station attendant and railroad express
truck driver to observe the spectacle. I secured the
truck driver's name and then proceeded west following
the saucer until it vanished from our vision over the
tree tops toward the general direction of Flint at
11:15 p.m.
"I contacted the Detroit Times Tuesday A.M. and
gave them my complete story. Their reporter phoned
Selfridge Field and the radar Division and they both
told him that it was impossible for anything to be
in the air at that time becau~e nothin~ was picked
up by radar, so naturally, the Time dropped the story.
"To prove my story, I started to trace down my
witnesses. After considerable difficulty, I found
the young men I asked to come out of the drive-in
and obtained written statements from each. Then
I contacted the truck driver and he was very willing
to write a statement of his observation (Their names
and addresses are at the end of this letter.). I
again went to the Times with my proof and the editor
turned the story over to another reporter who again
phoned Selfridge Field. This time they contacted
the intelligence division. They stated that they
received at least two letters a day from people who
had also sighted the saucer at different points. This
assured the reporter of my story and he later stated
that he thought the complete story would be in the
Sunday, May 4th issue. However, for some unknown
reason it never appeared."232
It would be very interesting to locate the writer of
the forementioned letter and the other witnesses but all such
information has been blotted out with black ink by Air Force
censors.
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Final ly, it seems Captain Rosinia saw something himself.
The night of April 27th at 8:00 p.m. he was walking in the
officer's barracks area at Selfridge Air Force Base when he
happened to observe one of those famous silent horizontal
green "meteors." He reported: " ... I noticed in the sky at
a 45 degr ee angle a large flash of green light which trailed
to a point to the north . The light was kelly green in color,
persisted for from three to four seconds, and then disappeared.
I heard no noise, saw no object--though the light appeared to
move in a horizontal plane."233
The Captain was puzzled by the sight.
"I have been at Selfridge Air Force Base for
16 months and have never seen any similar lights
or balls of green light. The night was clear,
stars were clearly visible, no clouds in the sky.
I have seen falling stars, but this light moved
horizontally and not vertically as a falling
star.
"I would not have reported this ball of light
in view of its fragmentary nature were it not
for the fact that fo ur other sightings, during
the daytime, were reported in areas around Selfridge Air Force Base, Michigan."Z34
"Circling an airplane?"
A couple of women living in Homewood, Illinois, telephoned
a U.S. Army regional office in Chicago to say they had witnessed
an unusual airborne object 5:00 April 28th. The Army Summary
of Information document covering the conversation stated in
part:
"The object, resembling a white parachute,
was apparently circling a large airplane (description of which could not be given) silver in
color, which was traveling southeast at the same
altitude as the object. The object and place were
observed for approximately three minutes when they
disappeared from view."23S
The Army relayed the message to BLUE BOOK with the notation
that it did not "contemplate conducting an investigation on
the matter."236
Moorhead, Minnesota.
Six persons, one being a policeman, watched as a Vformation of glowing round objects swept overhead. Other than
the fact that it was nighttime, no indication of the hour of
the sighting was mentioned.Z37
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Manchester, Michigan.
At a high C!ltitude Cl bri1liant green "saucer" zipped
overhead. Es timated speed was moderate for a meteor, about
"twice the speed of a jet ~" and the witnes s said the t h ing
"dive d over the horizon."'3 8 This object w:~s sighted at
9:30 p.m . What makes it more interesting is that a similar
phosphoresc ent blue-green object crossed the sky over Ann
Arbor 30 minutes later.Z39
A bouncing, amber-colored thing appeared over Vancouver,
British Columbia, 4:20a.m., April 28th . It moved away,
returned and finally flew off for good.240
To the south of Vancouver a humming noise announced the
approach of a group of ten dark objects as they passed west
to east over Lake Tanwax, Washington. Before passing from
view, the objects turned north. The speed was incredibly
fast.Z41
Crossing the sky in just a few seconds, the brilliant
green blob took on a slight orange tint before disappearing
to the northwest over Albuquerque, New Mexico. The passage
occurred at 9:55p.m., April 29tb . 242 The object may have
been one the "mystery" meteors but there didn't seem to be
anything unusual about the incident. Speaking of "green
meteors '' the Life gave the phenomenon its first major exposure. A Captarn-t. A. Kolar, an Intelligence Officer in the
U.S. Marine Corps wrote to the editors of Life to say that
during a tour of duty in Korea as an aviat~Intelligence
Officer:
"Pilots often reported seeing strange bright
green objects in the skies, unlike anything they
had ever seen before, and moving too fast and
regularly to be explained or identified or
analyzed by the pilots themselves or the intelligence officers."243
"A great deal of excitement."
It must have been spectacular when a strange, unidentified cigar shaped object, leaving a long fiery trail, passed
over Singapore at great height. The U.S. Air Liaison Office,
Singapore, Malaya, flashed a telegram to Washington saying
the event: " ... caused a great deal of excitement 1~ith the
local residents, mainly Chinese." This April 29th item perplexed the Royal Air Force at first and it first announced
that: " . .. no jet aircraft had been in the air at the time,"
but a few hours later the RAF said there had been some high
flying jets in the area . The big "cigar-shaped silver object,"
a RAF spokesman suggested, might have been an illusion from
the reflection of the sun's rays off the body of an aircraft
or from a "br ief -duration vapor tra i 1. uZ44

- 67Rcitcr~ting, UFO report~ were primarily coming in from
Canada and America's northern tier of ~tates from W a~hington
to Maine. Why was there such an odd distribution?
BLU [ BOOK with Ruppelt at the helm seems to have certainly
made an effort to be an effective clearing house for uro
reports so it was puzzling that one section of North America
was logg ing more sightings than another section.
The effort to gather data had been manifold. Back in
February, Ruppelt had travelled to Colorado where he discussed
the UFO problem with the Commanding General of the Air Defense
Command , General Benjamin W. Chidlaw. Anything unidentified
in America's airspace was of great interest to ADC and
General Chidlaw saw to it that a Major Verne of Brigadier
General W. M. Burgess' staff (ADC Intelligence) was assigned
as a liaison to Wright Field. Furthermore, ADC radar scope
photos of suspected targets along with a list of technical
questions to be answered by the reporting unit wa s to be
forwarded to BLUE BOOK's expert on such matters, a Captain
Roy James.
The collection and interpretation of data was something
Ruppelt was familiar with since it was Air Force Intelligence's
primary mission, but during his briefing of General Chidlaw
another subject was touched on--the question of the defense
of the United States, the main mission of the ADC. The
scrambling of interceptors was largely a decision made at
a local level by a junior officer and since strange targets
often showed up on radar screens due to the malfunction of
equipment, weather, or electronic interference, site ~ommand 
ers were hesitant to allow the commitment of pilots t · a
take -off even though such a course of action was theo-etically
automatic. Therefore , BLUE BOOK would not have any g !arantee
a UFO would be investigated by an interception. But what if
an interception was ordered and it was successful? What if
an ADC jet with lo aded guns closed with a UFO? What advice
cou l d Ruppelt give ADC about what to do next? Were UFO's a
threat to the country? The only guidelines were conventional
ones in use for some time. The question of firing at an unidentified target was covered by established " rules of engagement" that interpret certain acts as hostile. Dropping of
troops by parachute was hostile as well as dropping bombs.
Mere ly the opening of bomb -bay doors was considered unfriendl y.
UFO's never violated any of the rules of engagement with one
big exception. If an aircraft entered certain restricted
airspaces without permission , ADC pilots had the authority
to destroy the intruder and UFO's respected no restricted
airspaces. (In fact, the aerial phenomenon was soon to
challenge ADC to the utmost by hovering over the White House
and the Capital Building in Washington, D.C.)
It was such questions that made Ruppelt redouble his
efforts to understand what he was up against.
General Chidlaw was also instrumental in Ruppelt ' s obtaining the assistance of the Civilian volunteer Ground Observer
Corps. GOC posts dotted the nation and were manned 2• - hours
a day, a valued supplement to ADC's radar net.
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On April 29 th Air r:o rce r egulat ion At:l. 200-5 went
into effect that a l lowed Ruppelt ' 5 te am t o bypass the us ua l
s low official channels to expedite th e trJnsmission of ur:o
i nformation. Thus i t appeared covera ge of the U.S. mi l ita r y
,.,.as adequa t c.
Civilian source s o f data were not overlooked either.
The newspaper clipping se rvice BLUE BOOK had contracted with
was a great success , discovering many incidents that had not
been reported to any military installation. It was assumed
the UFO article in Life would encoura ge people to notice
things in the sky ana-motivate them to r eport i t.
There ~as intens e interest in the U.S. in the UFO s ub j ect and the fascination was not re stricted to any one class
of people. In BLU E BOOK Status Report 16 issued on the l ast
day of the month, the Air Force noted that the mail prompted
by the Life a rticl e amounted to the following:
"The letters which reported sightings comprised about 80\ of the total. All but a few
of these letters r eported sighting s that occurred
within the la s t two years. The ~rit e rs of these
letters ranged f r om mystics to highly educated
individual s ."24S
Thus as the phenomenon moved ever deeper into the U.S.,
there would b e no lack of ~illing witne sses although Ruppelt
never fathomed any pattern to the activity.
May.
The continual upswing in UFO r epor t s a t this time was
recalled by Edward Ruppelt who illus trat ed the progressive
increase in activity by the amount of news clippi ngs being
forwar ded to BLUE BOOK by the clipping se rvice. Swollen
envelopes were replaced by large manil a envelopes, which in
turn gave way to shoe boxes fulJ.246
Sideshow in Australia.
The first part of May was marked by a d is turbance down
under, a s i deshow i n the larger scheme of things but pe rhap s
instructive in giving some clue to the at titude of the
Australian governme nt toward the UFO problem.
A United Pre ss dispatch datelined Sydney declared that
a pair of airline pilots and a Royal Australian Air Force
officer had watched a spect acular obje c t that sped through
Australian s kie s on a cou rse between Pa rk s and Sydney.
The most marvelous version of what zoomed through the
sky that morning wa s that related by a Mr. Wi l l iam Ander son
who asserted he vi ewed the UFO from a location on the outsk irt s of Sydney with two companions. Anderson was a witness
to what he described a s an ''ai r ship or f l y ing submari ne
ca r ry ing winking co lored li ghts." Be fo re t h e va s t bulk
disappeared in t he da rk he estimated that it exceeded an
a irliner in size by three to four time s .247
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"Spaceships with lights?"
With Australian headlines shouting things like: "SPACESHIP WITH LIGHTS OVER VICTORIA," Australian Air Force:- Inte11:gence in the per son of Wing Commander I. L. Campbell directc ~
that newspaper stories of UFO manifestations on May : rd he
collected and s tudied, meterologists consulted, and : nterrogations conducted if it was considered advisable.
When Lt. Colonel George A. Uhrich, the United States
Air Force's Air Attache assigned to the American Embassy
l earned of the Australian Air Force UFO file being compiled,
he requested access to the material and forwarded selected
excerpts to Project BLUE BOOK.
The possibility the object had been a brilliant bolide
was immediately apparent, yet the duration of the thing's
passage was seven minutes, an incredible period of time for
a meteor. The Australian military took the case seriously
enough to thoroughly interrogate Anderson.248
In the days following, similar observations were made by
persons living in New South Wales and Victoria. One of these
"other" sightings that is available for study was of the
"flying saucer" type. A gentleman named Ron Dent, a former
aircraft navigator, claimed to have sighted a peculiar display 20,000 feet in the air over the Australian city of
Varrgul in Victoria. Dent was quoted in the press as saying:
"There was a bright disc followed by another
with a tail . The discs seemed to play tag in the
sky like two schoolboys. Then they both rose suddenly and seemed to merge into one disc before
disappearing."249
One source claims:
"Mr. R. M. Seymour, Superintendent of the Federal
Civil Aviation Department's Air Traffic Control
Branch, reported that Australian Intelligence
Officers had refused the Department permission
to investigate flying saucer reports on the
ground that UFO's were 'security matters• . .. zso
Back in North America the U.S . - -Canadian border ~as alive
with UFO activity both real and suspected.
A trio of bluish-green objects coasted over Toronto,
Ontario, on May 1st at 9:15 p.m.ZSl
Seven minutes later witnesses at Otta~a spied a sil veryblue disc sporting a green halo soaring overhead. This UFO
was stalked by another object that was a pure white in hue.
Apparently the green colored thing was also the object reported
by residents of Alfred, Ontario, only seconds later. The witnesses at Alfred claimed that the object they observed dived
toward the ground and then rose sharply before passing out
of sight.ZSZ
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The sho~ above Portland, Maine in the USA took first
prize however. A retired weather forecaster swore he spott e d
revolving red and green star - like bodies in the night sky
that he characterized as appearing like pinwheels.ZS3
At this point it is advisable to take another look at
the cont i nuing adventures of E. J. Ruppelt and the efforts
of Project BLUE BOOK.
"Puzzle palace."
Ruppelt contends that his comments to the press were
frequently ill received at the Pentagon, a place which
Ruppelt dubbed the "puzzle palace" since he often failed
to divine the will of the powers-that-be, an unsetting situation for one in his position. Ruppelt communicated his
discomforture to his immediate superior, Colonel Dunn of
ATIC, who in turn phoned General Samford in Washingtcn.
Colonel Dunn was directed by Samford to approach General
Sory Smith who presided over the Office of Public Information
at the Defense Department . The result was the assignment of
a civilian, an Albert Chop, to the Pentagon's Air Force Press
Desk to handle news media inquiries. Chop enjoyed a direct
line to Ruppelt at BLUE BOOK headquarters in Ohio through
Major Dewey Fournet, BLUE BOOK's liaison man in the War
Department.ZS4
George Air Force Base.
On May Znd a teletype message was flashed directly to the
Air Force Director of Intelligence in Wa shington, D.C. announcing that a good UFO report had been filed by Air Force personnel at George Air Force Base in California. Teletype mes sages subsequently exchanged between Washington, George Air
Force Base, and Wright Fie ld resulted in a decision to send
Ruppelt to investigate the California manifestations in person.
The initial message from George Air Force Base read:
"FIVE UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS SIGHTED ...
WERE DULL WHITE IN COLOR ... CIRCULAR SHAPE . . . DIAMETER APPEARED TO BE GREATER THAN LENGTH OF FOX
FIVE ONE AIRCRAFT ... SPEED WAS MORE THAN TWICE
THE SPEED OF JET AIRCRAFT .. . NO SOUND ... HAD QUICK
SNAPPY MANEUVERABILITY ... APPEARED TO ALMOST
COLLIDE WITH EACH OTHER AND THEN BREAK APART
AT LAST SECOND ... NO EXHAUST AND NO SOUND ... NO
REFLECTION OF SUN ON OBJECTS ... OBJECTS MADE SUDDEN RIGHT TURN AND DISAPPEARED ... OBJECTS SIGHTEDzss
VISUALLY AT ONE ZERO FIVE ZERO HOURS PACIFIC ... "
The principle witness to the phenomena had been a Lt.
Colonel who was Wing Director of Personnel of the 146th Fighte rBomber Wing headquartered at George Field so it was no wonder
the case sparked an immediate reaction by the High Command.
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Beside s h~ving Ruppclt rush to the s cene, the Ai r Force
ordered that all balloon launch records, winds aloft i nfo r ·
mation, and fl i ght log data be made a va ilable to BLUE BOO!\
without delay.
Upon e xamination the records only deepen the cni hma.
Winds aloft tha t day over George Air Force Base were of a
feeble velocity, just a few miles per hour, and as for bal·
loons none had been sent up in the vicinity anywhere near
the time of the sighting. As for aircraft, a small Navion
had been in the area but it lacked any characteristic that
might prove of value in the development of a sensible hypo thesis. Mother Nature wa s no help either. The weath e r that
da y had been crystal clear with SO miles vi s ibility.
The Air Force could not very well shrug off the i ncident
particularly after BLUE BOOK remarked that the object ·· were
too fast for balloons, the best bet for an answer ace pting
the Colonel's estimate that the UFO's left the area a high
speed passing out of sight in 15 to 30 seconds.256
"Unheard of."
Nuch more on the status of BLUE BOOK is found in Ruppelt's
writings where he called attention to the military directive,
Air Force Letter 200·5, that enpowered BLUE BOOK to: "
directly contact any Air Force unit in the United States
without going through any chain of command. This was al'nost
unhea:d of ~9 the Air Force and gave our pro j ect a lot of
prest1ge." 2
Air Force Letter 200 - 5 in action.
As expressed in offic i al language the following r eport
was "submitted in compliance 1vith AFL 200 - 5, dated 29 April
1952," to Project BLUE BOOK at \\'right Field with an i dentical
"informational copy" routed to the Director of Intell i gence,
Headquarters, USAF, Washington, D.C.
The enclosure mentioned nothing in the wa'y of spectacular
data only that the witness was a man living in Phoenix, Arizona,
who claimed to have viewed a powerful light silently coasting
across the sky above the city on an ascending course ,•t an
angle of 10 degrees, heading in a northeasterly direc t ion.
The track of this fireball would have carried it over the
green fireball plagued area of Los Alamos i f maintained, and
that fact, combined with the witnesses' remark that the thing
gave off an: " . . . irridescent bluish - green light similar in
color to the arc made by an electric welder ... "258, wa s probabl y
why Air Force took the trouble to question the witn es s closely.
"A la Flash Gordon."
In the path of the UFO's slow southern sweep was a wondering American public. Some were very vocal about myst e ry and
ha ve left us a record of their mus i ngs. During an add res s
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to the Rotary Cluh of Columhia City, Indiana, a Mr. A. C.
Horrocks, a public relations counsel for the Goodyear Tire
and Rubber Company, "enumerated the inumerahle best s and firsts
of the American nation" while adding that a hright new age 1\:·lS
to come in the years ahead, even the f lying saucers, he suggestc~.
heralded a hetter life si nce he felt personally the obj ect s ~ere
machines from another planet, "a la Flash Gordon," a nonhostilc
invader that meant the possible acquisition of the benefits of
an advanced science. The Columhia City Post commented:
"Such comments, whether true or not, at
least list possibilities of advancement which
could come and remove a part of the fear and
disillusion with which present generations look
at the future."259
"Flying Saucers Are Back."
\

The INS teletype rapped out on May 6th: "Flying saucers
are back--this time over uranium-valuable region of southwestern Colorado." Noting that back on March 17, 1950, the
entire town of Farmington, New Mexico had seen swarms of UFO's,
the news service postulated some significance in the report
of a dozen Durango residents potting some silver-colored discs
in the sky close to the Vanadium Corp. of American's uranium
processing plant on the outskirts of town, noting that Farming ton was only a short distance to the south.260 Are UFO' s
interested in uranium?
The saucer invasion of America's heartland was briefly
overshadowed by news from Brazil.
"Barra Da Tijuca."
A clearer account of the Barra Da Tijuca incident is
obtained by consulting military Inte~ligence records as opposed
to reliance on strictly newspaper accounts. The beginning of
the story is best related by quoting a military teletype report
that was filed the first week of May:
" ... A 'FLYING DISC' IS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN
SEEN AND PHOTOGRAPHED BY TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF
'0 CRUZEIRO' MAGAZINE AT APPROX 1930Z 1636 LOCAL 7
MAY 1952 AT POSITION 25 DEGREES 01 MIN SOUTH 43
DEGREES 26 MIN WEST. PHOTOGRAPHS AND NEGATIVES
HAVE BEEN INSPECTED AND APPEAR TO BE UNTOUCHED
AND SHOW FAIRLY CLEAR A ROUND FLYING DISK. THE
OBJECT WAS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN IN VIEW FOR ABOUT
ONE t.HNUTE. IT APPROACHED FROt-1 THE SOUTHEAST MADE
A 180 DEGREE TURN AND WENT OUT OF SIGHT TOWARD THE
SEA AT WHAT WAS DESCRIBED AS HIGH SPEED. FIVE
PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN BY THE OBSERVERS, COPIES
WHICH WILL BE FORWARDED IF THEY BECOME AVAILABLE.
THE OBJECT SHOWN IS A ROUND FLAT DISK, DIMENSIONS

--- 7:.DISTANCE NOT DETERMINABLE BUT ESTIMATED TO BE
APPROX 200 FEET IN DIAMETER. THERE 1\TAS ~0 EXHAUST
TRAIL OR SOUND REPORTED. n261
Subsequent official teletype messages expressed high interest
in the photos and mentioned that the Air Force had the cooperation
of [?] a "Mrs. Barber," a "Donald Strcwart," and Life magazine's
investiga t ive reporter Bob Ginna.
---A Lt. J. E. Rothstein of ATIAA - 2C contacted Captain
Fournet asking: "Are photos availale of sighting in Rio de
J aneiro? Mrs. Barber may have copies. Please forward r ~ port
of investigation."262
To that Captain Fournet replied:
"Lt. Col. Adams of collections dispatched cable
to AA (Air Attache) Brazil on 16 May requesting info
on photos and status of availability. ~o reply
yet. Will inform you of developments. Mrs. Barber
has no info except that Ginna of Life said they
were considering purchase of nega~~yes. Asking
price reportedly 25,000 dollars." .:>
Captain Fournet then alerted Ruppelt with the following
note:
" ... incl copy of '0 Cruzeiro ' having photos of
object distributed to you by collection this week.
Mrs. Barber informs that Ginna was obtaining nega tives for examination and would pass them on to
us for scrutiny along with set of prints . Assume
Ginna will contact you directly."264
BLUE BOOK made a partial prejudgment on the case: "Until
the negatives are analyzed, it is impossible to draw any definite
conclusions. It is doubtful that the pictures and story are
authentic."265
In a later dispatch that passed between Ruppelt and
Fournet the Air Force's suspicions seemed confirmed:
"Life was offered Rio photos free if they
would give credit line to Brazilian photographers.
Original price was $25,000. Life had original
prints but concluded they were not reliable
because (A) shadows on disk were not same as shadow
on background. (b) Th ey would be too easy to fake,
and (C) after first 'flurry ' the price of the
photos went down. ATIC concurs in this evaluation."266
The dismissal of the case had its foes. The question of
s hadows discrediting the saucer photos was disputed by a
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Brazilian,Mr. Fernnn<.lo Cleto, during a Brazilian telcvi!'ion
show called "The Enigma of Sp<lce" aired in 1959. The argu ment in favor of the authenticity of the photo ~as based on
geographical landmarks that provide clues to the position of
the object in question. According to a careful study of maps
and a survey of the site, it was determined: " ... that to shine
from the right the sun would have to shine from the southeast
quadrant of the sky--a thing that it never does in that part
of Brazil."267
"Secret Briefing in Progress."
Fascination with the UFO mystery remained high among
personnel stationed in Washington. Both military and govern mental experts were among the curious so frequent opportunities were provided to inform those who felt they had some need
to know. Beginning in May, Ruppelt travelled to the Nation' s
capital, every two ~eeks on the average, to give briefings
to interested parties. Every talk was to a packed house
behind secured doors decorated with a sign that proclaimed:
"Secret Briefing in Progress;" and certainly not of minor
importance was the fact that murmurs about extraterrestial
visitors were not uncommon among those in the audience.
Durin~ one briefing an Air Force Colonel proposed that
a squadron of F-94C's equipped with cameras be stationed at
strategically located air bases ready to take off at the f i rst
hint of UFO activity in the region. It was pointed out, how ever, that the F-94s, the Air Force's best, were in short
supply and were committed to the guarding of vital defense
installations against the all-too-real threat of Soviet
intruders. One has to admit though, his attitude ~as both
positive and aggressive, characteristics that were too often
lacking in BLUE BOOK operations.
Among those briefed were General Ackerman of the Director
of Intelligence, Brig. General Maxwell of the Research and
Development Board, and representatives of the Office of Naval
Research (The Navy would approach BLUE BOOK at the end of the
month and offer its aid in the channeling of data to ATIC.
The offer was accepted and a liaison established . ).
"You're doing a fine job Captain."
The many briefings given by E. J. Ruppelt in Washington
cumulated in a presentation to the top man in the Air Force
heirarcy, Secretary of the Air Force, Thomas K. Finlett er.
On May 8th, assisted by Lt. Colonel R. J. Taylor of Colonel
Dunn's staff, Ruppelt spent an hour describing BLUE BOOK
operations to a keenly interested Finletter. Several times
the Secretary questioned Ruppelt about certain UFO cases.
The briefing ended with Finletter dismissing Ruppelt with the
compliment: "You're doing a fine job Captain." The impression
Ruppelt received was that although Finletter was intrigued with
the mystery, he didn't seem woTried , or at least was able to
conceal any strong feelings about the subject . Z68

-75Omitted by Ruppelt, or unknown to him, was a specific
UFO cas e that had mobilized the Air Force's OSI the next
afternoon. The incident , although later proving to be a
hoax, evidently contained certain aspects fascinating to
Secretary Finlctter. Allegedly, some witnesses saw a flying saucer close up while motoring along Ritchie Highway
j ust to the south of Baltimore, Naryland on March 29th. A
big pancake -like object was supposed to have: " ... hovered
for approximately two minutes 200 feet above Nr. --- (deleted)'s
automobile causing the ignition of his automobile to be magnet i zed and stopping the engine."269
The principle witness, a Mr. Stewart, (the other alleged
witness later denied seeing anything) contacted a Baltimore
news commentator who in turn mentioned the yarn to a retired
Army Colonel. The Colonel felt it his duty to notify the
AFOIN. Apparently the report circulated among some real big
shots because one of Ruppelt's superiors at Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base, Lt. Colonel Ray W. Taylor of ATIC, sent a
message to the Headquarters of the OSI in care o f Lt. Colonel
Lucius Free, urging an immediate field investigation. The
chief motivation was the fact that: "Intelligence requested
that OSI afford the matter priority attention since Secretary
Finletter had expressed a personal interest in the report."270
"Atomic spies?"
A security information message forwarded from Sov :h
Carol i na via the Federal Bureau of Investigation, aler .ed the
Air Force to some activity in the Ellenton area. The ,nformation furnished stated:
"At approximately 2245 hours May 10, 1952, four
employees of the DuPont Company, employed at the
Savannah River Plant, Ellenton, South Carolina, saw
four disc shaped objects approach the 400 area from
the south, disappearing in a northerly direction.
"At approximately 2305 hours, the same employ~es
saw two similar objects approach from the south and
disappear in a northerly direction.
"At approximately 2310 hours, one similar object
approached from the northeast and disappeared in ~
southwesterly direction. One more object sighted
about 2315 hours traveling from south to north .
Employees described objects as being about fifteen
inches in diameter, having yellow to gold color.
A-1 of these objects were traveling at a high rat e
of speed and at high altitude without any noise.
"Eighth object approached the 400 area from
northeast; was traveling at altitude so low it had
to rise to pass over some tall tanks in 400 area.
This object was also flying at high rate of speed
and was noiseless .
"Witnesses stated that they observed objects
weaving from left to right but seemed to hold
general course; also stated that due to speed
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and ;ll titud<' they t•crc only vi~il'-ll' f o t·" fe ~>
seconds.
"The At omic Energy Commi:;si on i n l\'ashing ton
wa s advi sed."2 71
The disturbin g thing about thi s in c ident is that of all
the areas in South Carolina, UFO's ~>ere he i n~ reported swoop ing over a Hydrogen Bomb factory. Ke co uld ask the same que stion posed back in Dec ember 1950 by a l oc al Ellenton newspaper
which asked if UFO reports in the area ind ica ted the pre sence
o f aerial "spies."
A "standard" report.
It was a " s tandard" report. The 1\itness that submitted
it s aid that he and hi s wife had been st anding in the front
yard of their home at 3:0 0 on the afternoon o f Nay 10, 19 52
when an aerial object appeared in th e sout hwe st heavens.
Visible for over fiv e minutes as it mo ved across the sky,
the object was described this way: "It seemed to be silver
and disc shaped."272 Ten minutes later another such objec t
appeared in the southwest and passed overhead f lipping over
and over during it s pa ss age. This second sigh ting sent th e
witnesses racing to a loca l radar facility down the street
s ince the locale of the incident was Ki rtland Ai r Force Ba se ,
New Mex i co, and the observers were Mr. and Mrs. Bachtel.
Bachtel was an Air Forc e Col onel atta~hed to the 34th Air
Division headquart e r ed at Kirtland.27 ~
That night anot her "thing" appear ed i n the Alburquerque
area.

Something with a wh i te glare "on t he tips" and with two
other lights, both red in color, an a rra ngement not in con formance with FAA regulations, was s een above Alburquerque
the evening of May lOth. Due to clouds and the darkness of
the night , little was visible but on e motorist claimed the
thing dived on h is c ar. The witne ss declared that the ob ject
went "as fast as a iet ," roared like a heli copter, and made
right angle turn s.27 4
Further s i ght ings at George Air Force Ba se.
One o f the be s t manifestations of phenomena appearing
above George Air Force Base was suppo sed to have occurred
May 11th and wa s witnessed by a civilian then taking flying
lessons at the base. A trio of object s wa s noticed by the
man:
"One of the three objects that I observed
resembled a paper plate in shape and appe arance
and was of a flat white color . The othe r s were
too high to a l l ow any accurate e stimat e as to
shape or size but had a metallic glow. One of the
smaller ob j ects wa s not continuall y v isibl e because

-77it seemed to ~aiver or 'bob.' As it turned, the
sun's reflection on it would cause it to glint.
The other small object was continually visible
and both seemed to be in a wing formation. The
object resembling the 'paper plate' flipped end
over end in a definite direction, disappearing
into the south ~ith a speed of a jet fighter and
returning about five minutes later at a reduced
speed. 20 to 30 seconds after the second observation had commenced, I saw the 'paper plate'
object make a 90 degree turn to the south and
then it seemed to approach the two smaller
objects, which did not make their appearance
until the second observation. There appeared
to be no interaction between the 'paper plate'
object and the t1vo smaller ones. "27 S
A "startling star."
(
A B-29 Maintenance Specialist, T/Sgt. Raymond Bare, who
was praised by his Squadron Commander and immediate supervisors
as intelligent and reliable, stepped forward to relate a strange
story May 15th of seeing a peculiar astro body bounding around
in the heavens to the west of Roswell, New Mexico:
"The object at first appeared to be a star,
but after a few minutes Sgt . Bare noticed that
its blue-green color changed in intensity from
very bright to dim. The object pursued a definite
course, which it repeated three times while Sgt.
Bare was watching it. Whenthe object was first
sighted, it appeared to be about 20,000 or 30,000
feet above the mountains at Ruidoso, New Mexico
(Ruidoso is in the Sacramento f\lountain Range.
Looking to east one can see Roswell down below
in the Pecos river valley. Looking to the southwest one can see Alamogordo in the Tularosa valley].
It appeared to have two motions; one , a swaying
movement from South to North, the other, the
South to North track of the route it was following.
The object then climbed almost perpendicularly to
the terrain to between 40,000 to 50,000 feet, and
then descended at an angle of 25 degrees, to its
original altitude. This cycle was repeated twice
for a total of 5 cycles. The speed of the object
appeared to be faster than a jet type aircraft,
but its exact speed could not be precisely esti- .
mated. Sgt. Bare could not estimate the length
of the object's various courses, or the length
of t ime that it remained on any one course or
altitude. The color of the object was a bluegreen while traveling straight and level and then
changed rapidly to a bright bluish-green wh ile
climbing or descending. While climbing the object's
shape appeared to be that of a disc."276
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Deep space

~pproach?

The enthusiasm of aviation experts in the Southern
California area for the probing of the UFO mystery appeared
to achieve some results on May 13th when two engineers from
Convai r, Donald Carr and Seymour Gates, beheld a very bizarre
meteor. Also viewing the weird body was an ex-Naval pilot
Dean Stra~n, and an amateur astronomer by the name of Robert
Haney. These four men were supposed to have observed the
phenomenon from a lo cality in the San Diego area (see illustration). ~r. Carr was convinced a real strange craft had
entered the Earth's atmosphere:
"Its dive from extreme altitude at possibly
meteoric speed, its deceleration, leveling off,
and c ircle of the city twice indicate that it
arrived from interplanetary space and was under
intelligence control."277
From the lOth to the 20th, sightings swept Europe.
France:
"On May 10, 1952, at 6:00p.m., twelve persons in La Roche-sur-Yon saw a flat disk fully
lighted; it flew without noise and took off
vertically to overtake another UFO seen higher
in the sky."278
England:
"At Malvern Hills on May lOth an object was
seen that resembled: "A bluish-green phosphorescent
bubble-like sphere "·ith a misty green halo. "279
Portugal:
"On May 13th, ... Flying Saucers and cigars,
accompanied by ~ights,' were observed at various
points in Portugal.
"At Santarem, ... a dazzlingly brilliant
sphere with a vapor trail was visible for minutes.
"Near Alcobaca a cigar flew several times back
and forth before 'seeming to blow up.'
"At Caldas Darainha a 'cloud' darted up into
the sky at breath-taking speed."280
Sweden:
on May 16, 1952, several inhabitants of
Malung, Sweden, reported that they had seen a
strange object, like a glass fluorescently
illuminated from the inside, flying noiselessly
across the sky."281
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Ital y :
"Pisa, Italy '~t.!l:yinous oblong object' [seen on]
19 , 1 9 52 . "-!! ~

~fay

England again:
"On

~:ay

20, 1952, an aer ia 1 object was reported

at Denham, England, 'giving rise to small disks
scattering in all directions.'"283

Birds or what?
There were so many "V - formation" reports, over and over
again, its an effort to try and judge the value of each . The
objects must have been birds, one assumes, yet the "luminous
points" in question travelled at a velocity invariably estimated as extreme. One ~ishes one could have been a participant
i n the witnessing of the phenomenon so it might be better
ascertained whether or not the incident had merit. Not every one has 20/20 vision and it would not take much to blur a
faint bird image into an ambiguous dot, therefore the next
case should be considered with care for the individuals
involved seemed to have adequate qualifications for observing
sky lights and there is provided for our consideration three
separate accounts of the same spectacle.
Members of a group of amateur astronomers on the campus
of Furman University, at Greenville, South Carolina, swore
to have witnessed something unusual in the heavens the night
of May 13, 1952, at about 11:00 p.m.
The first witness gives us this account:
"I noticed four objects, modified cylinder
or obloid in shape, flying at an unknown altitude
on a heading of about 300 degrees. These objects
were brownish orange in color and rather dull
glowing in appearance.
"These objects were in a diamond formation,
almost directly overhead, going on a straight
course, oscillating slightly, first one side would
tip up then the other. They were in sight for
about five seconds."284
Another witness left us this version of the sighting:
" ... one of the group, called our attention to
what I would say were four objects, each the shape
of the goose without neck or tail. They were a
luminous brown or orange color, possibly translucent and flying in a diamond formation. Distance
between each object was about five times the width
of each object.
"They were f1 ying about ten to fifteen degrees
from directly overhead, on a level course heading
about 330 degrees. Altitude I would say was below
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1, 00 0 feet if they were about the si le of geese.
They were visible for about ten seconds.
"Their flight was oscillating in nature. first
five degrees up on one side and at the same time
down on the other."285

'

Lastly, a third s tatement by another fellow:
" ... one of our group called our attention to
four obloid, self-illuminated, brownish-yellow
objects traveling i n a diamond formation. These
objects were in sight for about three seconds traveling on a level course sl ightly agreed [?) to the
left on a heading of about 300 degrees .
"I was unable to estimate the altitude or speed
of these objects. They traveled directly overhead,
making no sound, and rather wobbling in flight.
Motion was similar to heavy winged birds in flight.
It was a clear, quiet night, excellent for astronomy.
There was a slight ground haze over the ·city, however, this did not extend to the Furman campus where
it was perfectly clear."286
One of the witnesses made a significant comaent when in t er·
viewed by 1st Lt . Arthur Palmer of Air Force Intelligence:
"By way of further description, I would say the
objects were s imilar to the 'Lubbock Lights' as
reported in Life magazine. Approximate size would
be that of a-naif dollar held at arms length and
slightly turned. "287
The half dollar remark would make for a large image . If
the reader of thes e lines would hold a half dollar at arms
length and ponder the assertion the amateur astronomers cou ld
not detect any indica tion the objects were birds . then he might
doubt the bird theory. It must be noted, however, that accordi ng to the official record one witne ss wa s: " ••. inclined to
believe the s e were geese," ... but unfortunately no detailed
reason or written statement was given to back up the claim yet
the military jumped at the dissenter's reaark and drew attention to another case that took place at a drive-in theater
outside Fargo, North Dakota, back on April 25th. The Fargo
c ase was similar and there was little doubt birds were
responsible. Still, what makes the Furman file special is
that the investigating officer preparing the Intelligence
document on the sight pursued the problem beyond the acceptance of the bird hypothes is :
"The night was extre11ely clear. The sources
stated that there was haze and around illumination
near the city, but that they were on the Furman
University campus and that there were no ground
lights near nor haze."288
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- 81 Furthermore:
" ... there were no ground lights in the area
to reflect from a bird. This is borne out by the
fact that these people had set up their telescopes
in a dark area, which is essential for good astronomical observing."Z89
Moreover: "It is not known how much light a bird will
reflect, but it seems logical that a relatively bright ground
source of light would be needed."290 At this point i t perhaps becomes imperative that scientific tests be conducted
to resolve the uncertainty but no funding was available and
a choice of an explanation remained a matter of personal
preference.
It is curious that a similar sky show was observed by
U. S. Naval officers on May 15th in the Washington D.C.
area:
" ... COLOR GOLDISH-ORANGE, NO APPEARANCE OF
EXHAUST, SIZE AND ALTITUDE UNKNOWN, SHAPE CIRCULAR AND APPEARED 'SAUCER-LIKE IN THICKNESS.'
OBJECT TRAVELING DUE SOUTH IN LEVEL FLIGHT AND
VANISHED FROM SIGHT PRIOR TO REACHING HORIZON.
OBSERVED FOR ABOUT 15 SECONDS MAX IMUt-f. SPEED
COULD NOT BE ESTIMATED BUT 'EXTREMELY FAST.'
STATE HE AND 3 OTHER OBSERVERS WITH HIM WERE
CERTAIN IT WAS NOT SEARCHLIGHT REFLECTION ON
CLOUDS OR OVERCAST."291
The confused Canadians finally showed up on ATIC's doorstep in mid-April asking for help. Air Force records state:
"Two RCAF personnel members of the Directorate
of Scientific Intelligence, Defense Research Board
of Canada, visited Project Blue Book at ATJC on
14 May 1952. Canada is setting up a project very
similar to the U. S. Air Force project for the
investigation of reports of unidentified aerial
objects. The RCAF people were briefed on the
operations of the project and the difficulties that
have been encountered and the proposed future plans
were discussed. Action is being taken to establish
channels for commun ications between the Canadian and
U.S. project personnel."292
Korea.
The use of balloons by the North Korean Communists in the
war zone was recognized by the U. N. Command, but for exactly
what purpose was something that had eluded Allied Intelligence
services although some experts surmised that the effort had
some sort of signal function. Be as it may, an occasional
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-82encounter with the balloons kept U. N. pilots alert. When
any round-like metallic appearing sky object was seen , it
was invariably written off as an enemy balloon, yet some
reports were still hard to figure. An American Air Force
Captain at the helm of a speedy P- 51 fighter had this story
to tell:
"Returning from target area May 15, 1952, I
was flying number four position. At approximately
1835 hours I first sighted this object. Our altitude was 9000 feet. First sighted object at about
one o'clock position from our flight. By the time
I called the object in as a bogie, it had moved
to the three o'clock position and started a steep
climb, which I assumed was the beginning of a loop,
but at the vertical position in the loop, the object
moved forward in its original course of travel (360
degrees) and wavered momentarily and then descended
and disappeared into the haze which reached an altitude of approximately 7,000 - 8,000 feet."293
Subsequent interrogation drew out these additional details.
The Captain remarked that the object: "Appeared spherical and
at one time when it was climbing it looked like it was flat . "
The color and size was given as "SO feet in diameter and
silvery color."294 The estimated speed of the "balloon"
was 1,000 mph. If it was a balloon it seems incredible the
Captain could not make a better guess as to its real velocity!
May 17th.
And what was Edward Ruppelt and BLUE BOOK doing at this
time? Were the people at Wright sitting back with their
feet up on a desk? There was always one thing that drew
the Intelligence team out into the field and that was
repeated visitations by an apparent inexplicable phenomena.
BLUE BOOK was too understaffed and underfunded to go just
anywhere, so it was logical that if there was an opportunity
to see something for themselves it was hard to pass up the
chance.
A visit to George Air Force Base.
Since personnel continued to "sight UFO's" ever since the
impressive inciden t at the beginning of May, the Intelligence
officer of the 146th Fighter Wing, Major Vincent Walrath,
asked Ruppelt on May 17th to fly out to the West Coast and
investigate personally an offer the head of BLUE BOOK readily
accepted.
Three days later, May 20th, Ruppelt arrived in the golden
state by commercial air and motored to George Air Force Rase
where he met with Major Walrath to devise a plan.
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Just why he did so WE puzzling but Ruppelt Jetcrmincd
that the focus of the inquiry would be centered on a ft'l~ UFO
reports made from a T-6, so extensive orders were given to
utilize that same aircraft in an attempt to duplicate conditions during which the UFO appeared_ Every resource was
enrol led in the effort. The base radar station was made
available and
observers were assigned to all geographical
sites that offered a good view. Radio channels were kept
clear of all unnecessary voice traffic that might hinder
communications .
By 1:30 the afternoon of May 21st everything was ready
and a T-6 aircraft with Ruppelt aboard took to the air.
As insurance, Ruppelt took along a Licea camera equipped
with a 135 mm telephoto lens.
The wait wasn't a long one. Within a hour a ground
observer spotted an odd aerial object and contac ted the command center. Visual examination determined that the UFO was
a bal l oon without a doubt. Ruppelt radioed nearby Edwards
Air Force Base and learned that a similar balloon had been
recently launched.
May 22nd was spent interrogating witnesses to all the
UFO overflights reported that month, and using his test as a
guide, Ruppelt left George Air Force Base satisfied that
balloons were responsible for the excitement on the basis
that certain characteristics were identical to the known
balloon passage. Generalizations about the George Air
Force Base manifestations would be reduced to a single
word: "balloons," yet a close check of the BLUE BOOK file
reveals that other possibilities existed. Paragraph number
7 says in part: "It will be noted that although some of the
reports were attributed to balloons, others could not be and
are still being investigated."295 It hardly needs to be said
that little or no follow-up was made and the balloon solution
remains unchallenged to this day.
"There's the 'flying saucer woman.'"
The Southern shift of UFO activity resulted in a memorable
moment for one of the more famous names in the UFO story:
Coral Lorenzen.
At 7:00p.m., May 21st something silver in appearance
coasted over Door County, Wisconsin. Lorenzen, a writer for
the Green Ba~ Press-Gazette, was walking on a downtown street
in Sturgeon ay on her way to an assignment when a UFO hove
into view and excited the city's residents. People pointed
and exclaimed: "What's that!" "Is it a flying saucer?!
Lorenzen's reputation as a minor authority on the subject
drew a shout from at least one onlooker who yelled: "There's
the 'flying saucer woman'--ask her what it is!"
Lorenzen had no answers but set out at once to identify
the object. She contacted police headquarters to determine
if any police units around the county could provide a triangulation on the object so its altitude could be calculated.
She then dashed about to obtain binoculars to view the object
with greater clarity . From her position in downtown Sturgeon
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Bay, the UFO seemed to be an ellipsoid shape seen at a 45
degree angle. At the same tjme, she later learned police at
the to~n of Fish Creek were gazing almost straight up at the
UFO and from that angle the object's s hape appeared to be
round .
For half an hour the UFO remained visible to witnesses
in Sturgeon Bay allo~ing persons an extended look. All

agreed the ohject was metallic in appearance and had one outstanding feature: " ... a brilliant round red lighg abou'.: one
third the diameter of the object in the center."2 6
There seems to have been a possibility the object had
been a gian t skyhook balloon although Lorenzen remained
puzzled, and now that she had seen something with her own
eyes , it increased her resolve to devote her spare time to
solving of the mystery of unidentified aerial objects.
Publicity picked up along with UFO activity. An AP dispatch out of Chicago Nay 22nd, told a UFO chasing an airliner,
while at Northrop Aircraft, Inc., at Hawthorne, California,
the house organ, the Northrop News, carried a story about a
t-lr. Leo Swenson who "saw one, 11 an indication that interest
in t he aircraft industry in the UFO riddle remained high.
Tension in Washington.
A precursor of greater things to come was a message
flashed to BLUE BOOK May 22nd: " ... civilians reported
sighting an unident if ied object described only as an ovalshaped reddish glow moving very rapidly on a very erratic course
in the general area southeast of Alexandria, Virginia ..... 297
More alarming was the disturbance in the dark operations
rooms at the Capital's National Airport the night of May 23rd
when at least SO unexplained blips popped up on the radar
screens , a preview of things to come.298
Encore at Lubbock, Texas.
Almost a year after the famous Lubbock flap, another
sighting of a "V-formation" there raised some question about
the validity of the bird hypothesis since, as before, the
observer was firm in the opinion that the objects in question had a definite oval outline and soared overhead at tremendous speed ; also, the color of white-orange seemed to be
too common a UFO feature of reports of this time to be merely
accidental. The latest Lubbock manifestation occurred May 25th
and was immediately reported to the local military Intelligence
office since the witness was so impressed . Here we are talking
about Air Force Captain JohnS. Jones, Senior Navigator of the
Combat Crew Training School at Randolph Air Force Base.
The Air Intelligence Information Report read:
"The interrogation revealed the objects to be
tear-drop in shape, appearing to be about 1/8 to

''Fl ippad over ·and vanished."
Since this manuscript was written,an interesting 19~2 UFO report
was published in the November 21, 1986 issue of the Trenton N.J.
Hamilton Observer in an article by staff writer Michael Koy.
The following incident took place two days after the mysterious
radar targets appeared on the screens of the traffic control center
at Washington National.
On May 25, 1952 a Ward C. Campbell and friends were fishing off
the coast of New Jersey when a strange "bright spot" was noticed in
the sky.
Since this "spot" had a purplish flourescent quality, it
was impossible to ignore.
When first noticed, the "spot," which was
a body of some sort radiating light , was motionless,but it soon moved.
It suddenly gyrated, dropped to a lower altitude, and then darted to
the right and then to the left.
The men in the fishing party began
to chuckle at the antics of what they thought was a "blimp" gone
crazy.
They were amused until the object "flipped over" showing
that it was not a blimp but a disk-shaped consoruction. Right after
it flipped, the thing vanished so sudden! y Campbell used the words:
"like the snap of a finger."
The disappearance was so abrupt he
1 iken it to a dematerilization.

-851/4 an inch across. The actual size was undetermined,
but after questioning as to the relative size in rela tion to a known aircraft , he stated that they looked
larger than a 8-29 at an altitude of 10,000 feet.
They appeared as a solid white mass of light with
an orange tinge. He could distinctively count
twelve objects, flying in three groups, four objects
in each group in a very tight V-shape formation.
"Captain Jones was unable to distinguish any
aero-dynamic features. He saw no trail or exhaust
and the propulsion system could not be determined
Their speed was estimated to be between 1500 and •
2000 miles per hour. He said that it was the
fastest thing he had ' ever witnessed. Their sound
after passing was a def inite soft intermittent hum.
"All during the observation they were in straight
and level flight, continuing that manner unti l they
were out of sight. The outline of these tear-drop
shaped lights could be definitely identified as such
because they were superimposed against a very dark
sky (the moon was new and not visible at the time).
Their speed across the sky could be compared to that
of a falling star.
"The sighting was made at exactly 2127 Central
Standard time on 25 May 1952. The objects were
observed for approximately 3 seconds . The office·
judged this time by the amount of time it took hi:1
to rapidly rise from a sitting position in a chai ·
and walk about 15 feet ." 299

One last note, if the objects were migrating bird s , why
were they traveling west to east and not a Polar route? The
report on the case stated: "Captain Jones and the other witnesses were sitting on the patio of the officer's quarters
facing southwest, looking at the stars when the objects appeared
in the West heading in an Easterly direction."
The other two witnesses were Captain Jones ' wife and a
friend, 1st Lt. Paul Hewitt, a B-29 pilot.
The official conclusion, nonetheless, was: "birds."
Additional comments by preparing officers:
"Source was sincere, positive and definite
about all aspects of this report. The other two
witnesses were in complete agreement with him
which substantiates his story as to time, place
and what was seen. The fact that the observers
were looking at the sky in the direction in which
the objects first came into view, allowed them to
observe the objects throughout the entire period
they were in the area. Observers were also
accustomed to the darkness, having been sitting
out of doors looking at the stars for some time. ·
The source stated that it wa s a sight such as
he had never seen before. This statement is reasonable in that the officer had considerable experience

us a navigator and wa s well acquainted with conventional aerial ohjects."300
Did this mean the report would be put at the top of the
charts at BLUE BOOK? Hardly. The ca s e wa s disregarded: "No
special significa nc e can be given this r eport inasmuch as there
are no other records of comparable sightings in this area on
file at th is stat i on."301
Saucer over Saigon.
If newspaper reports can be believed, Vietnam had a
stra nge sky visitor Nay 28th. We know of the incident only
because a few of the witnesses were French and a description
of the phenomenon appeared in the French language press.
The American Air Force Attache, Lt. Col. Killiam Huntley,
forwarded a translation to the Pentagon.
I t seems a Frenchman bv the name of Raivbanld had been
motoring down Saignon's Rue.Lefebvre that morning of May 28th
at 10:33 a.m. The day was windless for th e most part and only
a few cottony clouds hovered in a br igh t blue sky. Zipping
down the streets, Mr. Raivbanld could not help but notice
that the Chinese and Vietnamese pedestrians were gathered
in groups on the sidewalk staring at the sky . At first
Raivbanld believed that it was just an interest in a mundane
attraction, like a helicopter passing low overhead, but
naturally he felt compelled to take a peek himself. Braking
to a stop he got out of his c.:H a11d scanned the horizon. To
his surprise he saw nothing out of the ordinary, so a little
bemused he got back behind the wheel of his vehicle and resumed
his journey. He hadn 't travelled far before he again encountered
people evidently fascinated with some phenomenon high above.
Again he brought his auto to a halt and out of frustration
yelled to the nearest person gawking skyward: "What's going
on?" His query was met with : "Tha t is going on!'' "Just look
up!" A cloud in the azure sky was pointed out, and as Raivbanld
visually examined the churing white vapor suspended in the air
at about 3,500 feet , a strange object emerged. Moving clear
from the cloud that had obscured it, and before it could enter
another that could cloak it once more, Raivbanld had an opportunity to study the thing which he described as: " ... something
absolutely round, white-si lver in color, and brilliant as metal
shining in sunlight." It wasn't an aircraft, so wa s it a balloon?
Raivbanl d quickly dismissed the possibility he was observing
a balloon, a judgment backed up by the newspaper which published
the story. The newspaper had taken the t roubl e to check with
the Services Meteorolog i que am learned that no balloons were
supposed to have been in the area at the time, but it is
Raivbanld's reasoning that is the most convincing. He suggested
that it was inconceivab le that a balloon would be blown about
with such velocity wh ile t~ clouds through which it passed
were remaining motionless. 02 One has to admit he has a point
there.
More UFO'S among the clouds.
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An Air Force Intelligence Report, datelined Albuquerque,
New Mexico, May 28th, told of something strange visible over
the city.
The weather was clear with the exception of a few scattered cumulus clouds. The observers were two Albuquerque
firemen:
"The first object was sighted at 1345 MST
approaching from the northeast toward the
observers at a high altitude and an extremely
high speed. It had a circular shape, a shining
silver color, no visible source of propulsion,
and no sound could be heard. The object
approached to a point estimated at four miles
from the observers and then rose in a sharp
clockwise circle. Sight was lost because of
the higher altitude attained.
Two similar objects approached at a lower
altitude (estimated at 15,000 feet) from above
the mountains northeast of the observers at 1400
MST. They moved in a straight line and appeared
to move faster than the first object. Both seemed
to be of the same design as the first object, but
had an orange or light brown color. The objects
turned abruptly when they reached a point approximately on a forty degree angle to the observers
and turned to a northeast course. The objects
seemed to be thirty to forty feet in diameter
at this point, which was the closest approach
of an object at any time. The two objects flew
in close formation toward the northwest until
sight was lost.
"A third sighting was made of an object
flying high over the mountains northeast of the
city at 1440 MST. The object was flying among
scattered cumulus clouds high over the mountains
in a curving course from northeast to southeast.
Sight was lost due to the high altitude gained
by the object."303
Adamski and the FBI.
California's George Adamski remained a locally recognized
excentric besides being the proprietor of the Palomar Cafe,
an establishment some five miles east of the community cf
Rincon where there was a road junction leading to Mt. Palomar
Observatory. Ever since March 1950, when the ''little men
from Venus" stories hit the newspapers, Adamski had grown
bolder and bolder in his utterants about the flying saucer
subject and by August 1950 had produced an indefinable image
on a photograph which the San Diego Union published over the
caption: "what is it?" A Similarly vague picture taken by
Adamski appeared in the September 1950 issue of Fate magdzine which hinted at the capture of a spaceship .on-film.

-ssStill Adamski was not satisfied with th~ limited notori~ty
such vagueness bestowed, for he had definite ambitions.
In the spring of 1952 as UFO excitement began to build,
Adamski spread a rumor that the U. S. government had
successfully established contact with the pilots of the
saucers and had learned something of the cul t ure of the
aliens which was markedly different from the American political system. To Adamski a highly advanced form of government
could on l y be some sort of Socialist utopia which led him to
make favorable remarks about Russia, something a person did
with care in the 1950's. Adamski's words reached the ears of
the FBI in May 1952 and were filed away for future reference.
Adamski was guilty of nothing more than expressing an opinion
and no matter how unpopular his views may have been, it was
his constitutional right to babble as much as he wanted. It's
laughable that the Californian rated such attention by the
Bureau, but Hoover ' s boys believed in playing it safe. They
would keep an eye on the strange Far West UFO enthusiast.30~
More green fireballs.
Conjecture that put the notorious "green fireballs" in
the same category as the mysterious flying discs received
another boost May 28th and in the latest manifestation the
same old familiar characteristics were present: 1) The
intense green co l or. 2) The horizontal flight path .
3) A brief duration. 4) An unexplained concentration in
the U.S. Southwest. 5) The conviction of witnesses that
they were not observing a meteor .
The case in question here concerns a Combat Crew interrogation at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, which
revealed:
"During a night training mission on 28 May
1952, five B-29 aircraft of this command reported
sightings of unidentified objects, closely resembling
Very Flares. The objects appeared to be globe-shaped,
greenish colored, illuminary and were visible for less
than a minute. All sightings were visual. Objects
appeared to travel level or in an arc along a horizontal path with one exception , which was seen to
trail off toward the ground . The size of the
objects could not be determined, but were compared,
by observers, to a Very Flare fired about one hundred
yards distant.
"Three sightings were made in the vicinity of
Otto radio, east of Albuquerque, New Mexico, by
B-29's flying at approximately 16,000 feet.
Sightings were as follows: at 03102 29 May 1952
at 34 degrees 20 minutes North, 106 degrees 40
minutes South; at 0320Z seven miles.east of Otto
radio; at 0340Z sixty miles northeast of Otto
radio. Another sighting was at OS30Z by a B-29
flying at 25,000 feet, described as ten miles
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southwest of Tulsa, Oklahoma. The last sighting
was also at 25,000 feet at 0833Z described as
fifteen miles Northwest of Enid, Oklahoma.
(Weather sequences given here have been
omitted.)
"There were no known activities in the areas
of sighting to account for what was seen. No
physical evidence or photographs were obtained
and no intercept or identification action was
taken.
"Crews making these reports appeared to be
familiar with the characteristics of meteorites
and expressed the opinion that the objects were not
meteorites."305
Enigma at Edwards.
The Thursday, May 29th, incident at Edwards Air Fo1 :e
Base, California, reminds one of a similar sweep across :he
sky over Great Falls, Montana back in August 1950, when a
pair of silver UFO's, one in the lead with the second behind
and to the right, flew an arc across the witnesses' field of
vision.
The weather that May 29th at Edwards Air Force Base was
considered excellent with little wind and 20 miles visibility.
The witnesses' testimony (submitted in accordance with Air
Force Regulation 200-5) states in the first paragraph that:
"Two objects, appearing to be circular or
disc-shaped, silver or metallic in color, with
no sound or vapor trails, flew in a curved course
from east to north to southwest. One object was
flying behind and to the right of the other, at
an estimated speed of from ZOO to 450 mph. Objects
drew into close formation before disappearing from
sight, and increased speed very rapidly. No sign
of wing or tail surfaces were observed by four of
the five witnesses."306
The witnesses made up an impressive list. Although the
names of the gentlemen are deleted, their qualifications are
available for the record: A mechanical engineer with a back ground in aeronautics, an Ex - Air Force test mechanic, an
aeronautical instrumentation engineer, and another man who
was employed at the laboratory of the California Institute of
Technology at Edwards Air Force Base. (His technical qualifications omitted.)
The military acknowledged the impressive credentials
of the witnesses by remarking: "The report is evaluated
as reliable due to b~e aeronautical experience and education
of the observers."3
Another war zone wonder.
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At a radar site in Korea, the 607 AC&W squadron, 4:00a.m.,
May 31st, an airman on guard duty at post H6 heard his field
telephone ring. When he answered he learned from the guard
post H4 that something odd was in the sky. A bright spot in
the dark sky to the northeast was approaching fast. The
official version of the next four minutes , as incredible as
it may seem, was listed this way:
"Shape: Oval in shape.
"Size: About the size of a fighter type aircraft.
"Color: It appeared to have a color duller than
mercury in the center and that looked l ike an outer
ring around it glowing with a clear fine light similar
to white phosphorous.
" Number of Objects: One.
"Trail of exhaust: None noted.
"Estimated speeds: Not able to determine.
"Aerodynmatic features: None noted.
"Any unusual maneuvers: When first seen it was
approximately 3500 feet high due north and appeared
to slowly descend down to about 2600 feet where it
stopped for about 2 to 4 seconds . At this point the
observer stated that the object appeared like a disc .
It had a pulsating sound resembling a jet idling.
After the object had stopped momentarily , it proceeded to move toward the east for about a mile with
jerky movements, and then stopped again momentarily ,
reversed its direction abruptly and headed west f or a
short distance to almost the same position it was the
first time. At this point the object stopped again
for a moment then reversed direction again to head
east and in a shallow climb to a point to the r ight
of the mountain where the radar station is located,
at this point the object went into a steep climb
(about 45 degree angle) to the north and disappeared
in a matter of 3 to 4 seconds."308
More from Europe.
An increase in UFO reports also was noticed in Europe.
French author Jimmy Guieu tells us something paid a visit to .
La Roches-sur-Yon in France:
" Mlle Mauricette Faive, a social worker, and
her mother, and a Mme and M. Egron were among
those whose reports of what they had seen tallied
although they were not together. Two luminous
discs, . or disc was seen rather low in the sky at
about 6:30 p.m. First, a large reddish disc was
seen rather low in the sky. Then another was noted,
smaller than the first , probably because higher up.
The disc ascended and seemed on the point of collision with the other; but having joined it, . the
two flew off at terrific speed. u309
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Further south in Morocco, police and motorists sighted
a: " ... a shiny disc with a dark center" that spel4ed a 2,000
foot luminous trail.310
The UFO's were no mystery to the German magazine Das
Wochenende, which on f-lay 28th excited its readers with--ule
art1cle "Invasion From Outer Space."
Widely quoted was the world famous Albert Einstein who
was urged by a Protestant pastor to make a statement about the
UFO riddle. Einstein said: "These people have seen something ...
I don't know what it was and I'm not interested in knowing."311
Millions around the globe were not that disinterested and with in days would have plenty of reasons to look skywards. Ruppelt
remembered this about June: "If you can pin down a date the
Big Flap started, it would probably be about the lst."312

-To be continued-
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