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Hynek's return.
Dr. J. Allen Hynek, who had spent some time in the late 1940s providing explanations
for the Air Force's Project GRUDGE as an astronomical advisor, was
called back to duty in September, 1952, by military Intelligence and the Ohio
State professor was happy to comply.
Hynek's standing with the Air Force was
good.
His final report on UFOs submitted in June, 1949, just before he returned
to teaching, concluded that some 80% of UFO reports were due to natural causes
with the residue remaining unexplained because investigations were not pursued,but
this did not mean Dr. Hynek did not give each case what he believed was an adequate perusal in those less hectic days.
Arriving at ATIC at Wright Field, Ohio, Hynek learned that a new UFO investigation effort was under way called Project BLUE BOOK with a Capt. E.J. Ruppelt
as its chief.
The Ohio State professor was shock€d at what he found.
The
project was:" ... little more than a public-relations campaign." 1.
Policy was
dictated straight from the Pentagon:"Don 't get the public excited; emphasi:1:e the
things that are solvable, and put the kibash on cases you can't explain." 2.
The situation threaten to become chaotic: "Samet imes the Pentagon would give one
explanation and Wright Field another, in obvious contradiction." 3.
What really
irked Hynek, the scientist, was that no one at BLUE BOOK seemed to be interested
in a serious dialogue about the UFO data.
The circus -like atmosphere produced
changes in Hynek.
He began to have doubts about the sincerity of the Air Force
(Which he kept to himself so he could stay with the project.), and he began to
take a much closer look at the UFO reports being logged. 4.
"They're all nuts."
At BLUE BOOK Ruppelt was puzzled by a glimpse of a pattern in the UFO reports
coming in.
He noticed an unusual number coming from Georgia and Alabama so he
suggested that the newsmedia in that part of the country must be playing up the
UFO mystery, however a careful check of the project's newsclip p ing service showed showed the opposite, a notable lack of enthusiasm(Press resistance was illust~ated by the experience of the editor of the Wichita, Kansas, Beacon , who became
fir ed up by the Bill Squires UFO encounter and trled to get the Associated Pres s
newsservice to ac~ept the story but they refused and revealed that it was their
policy~ !_c>_ carry Qying disc stori es unless~ least two or more witnesses
could verify the sighting ) . 5.
Ruppe lt even made personal phone calls to Intelligence officers stationed at airbases in Dixie in an attempt to understand
the "pattern"(He apparently had no idea of a southern shift of the UFO wave.)
and the officers he talked to could not explain the increase in sightings. One
Intelligence officer at Brockley AFB, Mobile, Alabama, said of UFO witnesses:
"They're all nuts!" 6. The Brookl ey officer was evidently taking his cue from
the public utterances of the men at the top. For example, Air Force Chief of
Staff, General Vandenburg, after making the standard official denial that UFOs
were not space ships, Russian devices, or a secret American weapon, complained to
the media about:" .•. continued, long-range occurrence of what might be called mass
hysteria about flying saucers." 7.
Similar! y, General Ramey referred to hysteria while talking with the press when he said that in order to avoid hysteria, its
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experts were:" •.• attempting to accomplish a quick analysis of the problem." B.
At BLUE BOOK quick explanations were not doing the job.
The project's loose
identicat ion system of rough correlations with aircraft flight plans, celestial
bodies, balloon launches, etc., failed to account for more than half of the UFOs
being reported! 9.
Some reports were the strangest ever.
Yaak, Montana.
Ruppelt makes an inc erest ing reference in his book on UFOs to a peculiar
radar-visual case at a locale with the unusual name of Yaak, Montana, referring to a "dark, cigar-shaped object" of an unexplained nature noticed on August 1, 1952.
Little more is given on the incident which is unfortunate since
radar-visual cases are the most convincing on file.
There is no Yaak case
listed in Air Force BLUE BOOK records for August 1st but there is one for September 1st and it is no doubt the the case referred to by the BLUE BOOK chief.
The case is worth a detailed examination.
While BLUE BOOK radar evaluator Capt.
Roy Jones tended to shrugged off the incident as some sort of atmospheric trick,
Ruppelt said of the case:"What these people saw is a mystery to this day." 10.
Capt. Jones wrote: "Analysis of reported information indicates that the radar
targets probably were ground objects which were detected due to a mild temperature inversion condition of the at.mosphere." 11. The error in dates may well
have been unintentional but a look at the file shows that Capt. Jones' explanation needs all the help it can get and the Air Force would be better off if the
file were completely lost.
It seems there was more than one object/ image,and
they left vapor trails(?), some things skipping around "like saucers."
Here is
one statement:
"A/lC Leonard Oberierf, while on duty at the 6BOth Aircraft Control &
Warning Squadron, Yaak, Montana, on the early morning of 1 September
1952, received a call from Sheepman(call sign of the 760th AC&W Squadron, Coleville, Washington) concerning a strange light in the sky,
southeast from our station.
I immediately went out of the buildirtg
to see if I could, perhaps, see such a light.
I scanned the sky in
several directions before I saw a light.
My first glimpse was a very
bright blue light, but it lasted only about a minute then it faded into
a light green.
The li£ht that I saw was in a slow moving orbit .
I
was startled at first so I closed my eyes and opened them again.
The
light was still there.
I s tar ed at it a fey minutes and the light
seemed at this time more of a yellow then the previous mentioned colors.
I did not think anyone would believe me so I went inside the buil ing and
relieved A/lC Ramsey, who was on dut y at the rada r scope.
He went outside and observed in the direction which I informed him." 12.
Ramsey had no trouble spotting the UFOs:
"The first light to move gave the appearance of a shooting star.
This
object left a thin vapor trail and disappeared without any unusual movement.
About two minutes later another l ight moved in the oppos i t e direction.
This light was moving at a high rate of speed and going up and
down with jerky movements.
The movements were slinilar to a flat surfaced
object skipping over water.
The next two l ig hts observed were at the
same place as the previous two.
They were side by side and remained
stationary for about forty- five seconds, then began to move in every direction always remaining about the same distance apart.
They disappeared
in about the same place as they appeared.
"The next light moved at a very high rate of speed.
It moved in a straight course for a short distance then turned a lmost straight up .
This
object turned off and dived leaving a vapor trail on the downward c<>urse.
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The vapor trail was light and quickly disappeared.
This object disappeared behind a thin mass of clouds.
Another light was observed a
short time after then previous one disappeared .
This object dived and
and swiftly disappeared behind the same cloud, also leaving a vapor trail
while diving.
"By this time i t was al1110st daylight.
A light was observed moving t oward the cloud where the last object had di sa ppeared .
The light disappeared and at the same time and place a black object appeared, changed
direction and moved on a downward course in the opposite direction.
This object came lower than any of the others before disappearing.
"The last light observed was a short time later.
This light appeared in a flash considerably bigger than the others.
After the flash a
mnall light moved upward and disappeared,
This time all the targets
disappeared from the radar scope." 13.
This brings up what was detected on radar.
Airman Oberierf bad replaced
Ramsey at the radar scope.
Immediately Oberierf checked that sector of the
scope covering the area where the UFOs were seen:
"At this time I was scope operator and I adjusted the scope for 90
degree and 100 degree scanning.
The first pip or possible target was
120 degrees, 53 miles.
After that it appeared as a permenent echo .
After about 10 sweeps(2 minutes) of the radar beam it completely disappeared al1110st the same time that it disappeared, another pip appeared,
azimuth 134 degree, 73 miles.
It also seemed like a pen:nanent echo.
It only stayed on the scope for 1~ minutes.
These pips were at no time
caused by malfunction of the radar set.
At one time I was able to determine :the speed if the two pips were the same target, but it cannot be
possible to say that they were the S8111e object.
I t was doing 20 miles
in one mintue or 1200 miles per hour,
This pip was always inside a
radius of 35 miles of the ~riginal sighting.
The same pip was observed
by A/2C Donald Williams within five minutes of my observation.
It was
daylight when it seemed to fade both visually outdoors and electronically
indoors." 14 .
No air traffic was within 100 miles so ther e no chance the targets were
"hard" pips of a conventional type.
The last sentence in the above quote suggests, possibly, that Capt. Jones was right, b,ut was there a third po ss ibility?
Were there things in the sky that could fool both radar and the human eye when
it pleased them?
This was a question Dr. Hynek was beginning to address.
More "peculiar atmospheric conditions."
A minute after midnight, September 2nd, a number of strange targets popped
up on the radar screens of the Air Traff ic Control at Midway Field, Wisconsin ,
20 miles from Chicago's O'Hare airport. The targets. gave the appearance of
local air traffic, t .e. small,light , planes.
No action was taken at the
time.
Two hours later up to 30 strange target s were noted and the electronic
returns had improved in quality.
Direction of travel varied, and sometimes
were erratic.
A few targets were tracked 15 miles before they faded.
Speed
measurements of 17S .miles per hour were made, typical of civilian aircraft.
Of special interest was the fact · that the targets were also picked up on the
site's he ight-ranging radar, a separate instrument, which indicated an altitude
of 2,000 feet.
In spite of the fa ct the objects were being tracked by two
different radars, there still some doubt they were real.
Although the tar gets approached close as six miles to Midway, no one in the tower could see
anything in the dark sky.
Suspicions that the targets wer e due to temperatur e
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inversions "'ere challenged by the target's behavior:
"Several of the targets 'lolere obseved on radar to approach within a ha lf
mile of kno'loln aircraft in the area .
In several cases, it appeared as
though they were fl y ing in loo se formation or trailing lo ca l t raff i c .
In one case, two targets were observed t o 'wing' on a DC-4 flight inbound
to the field from the vicinity of the Lake Shor e , until approximately one
mile out on final, at which point the target on the right broke away to
the right and the target on the left --turned t o the left." 15.
At 5:14 a.m. the Air Defense Command was alerted which authorized the scramble of two jets of the 4706th Interceptor Wing, O'Hare International Airport,
Chicago.
It took awhile but finally at 5:55a.m. a pair of F-86 Sabre jets,
piloted by Capt. William Maitland and a Lt. Beverly Dunhill, lifted off from
O'H~re.
The two jets were vectored right through the targets as shown on
radar, making passes at BOO and at 4,000 feet without making contact.
The
Sabr e jets were evidently without airborne r a d a r sine e only results of a visual nature were mentioned.
Pilots Maitland and Dunhill later told the newspapers:"We didn't hit anything.
We didn't see anything.
We went through
the target showing on the scope and there was nothing there, not even a cloud."
16.
The jets broke off their aerial search at 6:19 a.m. and returned to base.
By 7:00 a.m. all of the mysterious target s disappeared off the scopes toward
the south.
The Midway radar crews were convinced the strange targets were
returns from tangible bodies but their boss, CAA c hief 'Sob Zeigler overruled
them and blamed "peculiar atmospheric conditions."
Ze i g ler may have been
right since there was a less intense episode the following night(No d eta ils
are available.). 17 .
Anot her radar-visual .
Some 2 6 yea rs after it occurred, a radar-vis ual UFO case was made public by
Eastern Airline Captain John Warn e r, the incident not officially reported to
the Air Force or Eastern officials at the time because the military wfs trying
so hard to convince the public UFO viewers we re " see ing things" and Warner wa s
a friend of East ern pilot Clarence Chiles whose famous "space ship" report of
1948 caused a lot of "unpleasant public ity" for Chiles.
Since radar-visuals are among the b est of UFO reports and the witnes s seem ed
to be a person one can trust, this is an·in ter est in g chance to test some gener alizations that o.L~ might make about the 1952 UiO wave.
(If Captain Warner was
makins up his story, is seems unlikely h e wo uld be u s ing other 1952 reports as
an inspirat i~n after 26 year s .)
I f the report was "authentic, "it ~auld fall
into t he follo wing pattern:
1. ) The weather in the ar ea of the sighting would be very good.
2.) The s ighting wo uld have most likely to have occurred between
9:00 p.m. and 3:00 a . m.
3.) The location of the sighting in North America, or Europe,
d epended on the date. Approximately, J anuary-May: no rthern
U.S . (Euro pe); June-August:mid U.S . (or Europe); SeptemberDecember:southern U.S.(or Europe).
(This does not t a ke
into account a second UFO wav e front in the nort hero U.S.
and Europe in September.)
Checking the report as made by Captain Wa rn er we find some correlations:
1.) The weathe r during the sighting was clear wi th unlimited
visibility(CAVU).

----------

5

2.) The time was about 10:00 p.m.
3.) The location was Trenton, New Jersey.
This puts it close
to the middle of the U.S., thinking in terms of latitude,
which would meant a date sometime in the months of June,
July, or August.
Captain ~arner could only recall that
the incident took place during the Autumn of 1952.
The
dictionary defines Autumn as the months of August, September, and October.
If our theory is correct and Warner
ever remembers the exact day, the date would be an August
date most likely early in the month.
The reader may have his doubts about the theory but if any more such
reports become available it might be of interest to apply the test.
Before proceeding to other UFO matters, we will take time to review Capt.
Warner's experience.
At the helm of a small Martin 404 passenger plane, Capt. Warner;was enroute from Washington to Boston.
Over Trenton at about 10:00 p.m. both he
and his co-pilot noted a yellow dot of light they estimated was some 10
miles ahead and to their left at their altitude of about 8,000 feet while
matching their speed of approximately 260 mph.
Since the light was glowing larger, Capt. Warner assumed it was a navigation light of an approaching aircraft so he radioed Islip, Long Island,
where the New York Airways Traffic Control radar station was located, to ask
about aircraft authorized to be in his area.
Islip radar had no flight
plans of other aircraft scheduled to to be in that air corridor but did confirm that their radar showed an unidentified target where warner saw a yellow
light.
By then the light had grown so large Warner and his co-pilot could
make out an elliptical shape, the UFO about a mile away.
At this point
Capt. Warner had the impression the "other pilot" suddenly became aware of
the Martin airliner and reacted, abruptly making a 30-degree climb and greatly increasing speed.
As it picked up speed, its color changed from yellow
to blue-white.
A call to Islip by Warner alerted the Airways controllers
and they radioed back that their radar showed their unknown now over Fort Dix
and traveling at 800 mph.
Although Capt. Warner shared knowledge of the encounter with other pilots
and was convinc ed he had seen a "real" UFO, he never went public at the time
because of the "climate of ridicule." 18.
Sept ember 2nd.
The uncanny resemblance of the Midway Field experience to the July, Washihgton D.C. radar incidents did not escape the notice of BLUE BOOK.
A
teletype message was shot off to O'Hare:
"REFERENCE INCIDENT ON 2 SEPT 52 IN WHICH AIRCRAFT QUOTE FLEW
THROUGH UNQUOTE RADAR TARGETS.
REQUEST THAT FULL DETAILS OF
RADAR OBSERVATIONS INCLUDING TIME OBJECTS WERE OBSERVED, TYPE OF
EQUIPMENT USED, AND DESCRIPTION OF TARGETS, SPEEDS REPORTED,
ALTITUDE, AND DISTANCES BE FORWARDED.
ALSO REQUEST DETAILED
WEATHER FROM CHICAGO AREA FRml 1800 ON 1 SEPT TO 0900 ON 2 SEPT.
INCLUDE CLOUD CONDITIONS, TEMPERATURE VS ALTITUDE, AND MOISTURE
LAPSES RATES.
DATA IS IMPORTANT FOR USE IN EVALUATION OF SIMILAR REPORTS.
IN REPLY CITE PROJECT BLUE BOOK.
CAPT. E.J.
RUPPELT. 19.
Result s of this inquiry should have proved interesting although we have no
record of it other than a brief remark in the Air Force file that states:"No
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Perhaps the data was not as
inversion condition at surface existed." 20.
helpful! as it was hoped.
That is the question we will consider
How complete are BLUE BOOK records?
next.
"The chase that didn't happen."
There is nothing in BLUE BOOK files about any UFO incident in the area of
Bernalillo and Frijolies canyons, New Mexico, for August 29th or any other
date but how do we account for this UP story out of Albuquerque on Sept ember
2, 1952 which reads:
"The Air Force denied today that it had any planes in the air between
Bernalillo and Los Alamos Friday when a jet fighter is reported to have
chased 'six or seven metal! ic objects' over the area.
"Three pilots and a passenger in one of the planes were reported to
have seen the 'dome-shaped' objects between Bernalillo and Frij ol ies
Canyon.
They were reported to have seen a jet fighter chasing the
objects.
"Officials at Kirtland Air Force Base said no objects were picked up on
the radar screen at the time and there was no jet fighter in the area.
"The passenger is reported to have heard Kirtland Tower giving the Air
Force jet 'a course.'
"The Air Force suggested that persons who believe they have seen myst erious objects r,eport them to the nearest security officer." 21.
There was little UFO activity on the 2nd.
One might count the excitement
at Morristown,Tennessee, between 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. when some unusual
objects in the sky some three miles northeast of town flashing red and blue
lights unset folks in the area.
The editor of the Morristown Sun phoned the
Air Force but cut his call short offering no details.
No air traffic was
suppose to have been in air near the town.
Riddle at Rapid City.
Was there UFOs in the Montana region in early September as suggested by
the Yaak incident? A check of a map of the U. !'>. shows that Rapid City, South
Dakota, is near the Montana state line and according to military files a disclike thinB was seen over Rapid City at 4:10p.m. by witnesses that had better
than average qualifications:
" •.. a disc-like object was sighted directly over Rapid City, South
Dakota.
The object was observed for one minute. The object was
stationary and located at an altitude of approximately 13,000 feet
and below the bases of existing clouds.
Weather conditions on that
day were:light scattered clouds with bases at 13,000 feet.
Object
appeared to be four to five inches in diameter and appeared to be
metallic(This apparently does not account for distance perspective).
"Sighting occurred at 1610 hours(MST) and object was witnessed for
approximately one minute.
Object vanished.
Observers were located approximately ten miles east of Rapid City, S.D.
Observers are
both Flight Engineers on B-36 type aircraft." 22.
OVerseas.
Strange lights appeared over Bulawayo, South Africa, on this date but we
have no further information.
Certainly a more interesting report was recorded at Delft, Net her lands on
the 2th.
The American Air Attache, Lt. Col. Lewis Wright, stationed at The
Hague, spotted the story. in a Dutch newspaper.
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The principle in the episode was a Radio Engineer, a Mr. Nyhof, who happened to be testing high frequency cables and photographing the results as
shown on meters.
Mr. Nyhof was working that day on the roof of the Dut ch
Cable Works where he had a good view of the sky when:
" .• • I suddenly saw a bright 1lilver light moving at a t'l"emendous
speed and coming f'l"om my Tight side •••• It looked like a silver V2
rocket(We had a rocket launcher just a few miles from our home
during the war. ).
There was no sound to hear but when 'the thing'
came closer it turned towa't"ds me and looked like a bright sil ver
round plate.
I thought it might: be a flying saucer.
As I still
holded[sic) my camera, I only pushed(sic] the shutt er(T 1/250 sec)
without looking in the view finder because there was no time to lose .
Then I looked at the field strength meter and I noticed a strong dip
in the meter deflection of the indicating instrument.
The saucer
disappeared with a tremendous speed perpendicular to the earth surface." 23.
Mr. Nyhof took his story and photo to the Royal Netherlands Meteotological Institute at the city of Bilt .
There members of the staff heard Nyhof
tell of the incident and then examined a print of the UFO.
The photo showed a bright, white, halo of light and little in the way of a discernable
image of a "saucer . "
The ''saucer" was a tiny, dark, smear.
A suggestion was offered by the Bilt people which explained the halo as the
consequence of ultra violet "rays which would have been invisiable to the naked
eye but brilliant to the photographic plate in the camera.
The deviation of
the electrical instruments was attributed to the possible influence of a very
strong electro-magnetic disturbance. 24.
We can see that the value of this story, if any, could be in the forementioned theories which might provide a starting point for future scientific
research.
Before leaving this case, it might be mentioned that the UFO's final man euver, a departure straight up, has been reported quite a few times over the
years.
UFOs are reported in a fast horizontal flightpath which suddenly
changes into a vertical climb.
Tucson, Arizona.
As day turned into evening, UFO reports of.significance were made in the U.S.
Outsid e Tucson, Arizona, at Davis-Monthan AFB, at 5:50p.m., an Air Force Sgt.
by the name of Boyan Howerton,who was assigned to the 64th Bomb Squadron, was
walking with a civilian friend when they both observed some flying objects in
the s ky.
The military record s tates the objects were:
" ... round on top, flat on the bottom and shiny silver in color.
Although these obj ec ts were about 10 to 15 miles distant and at what appeared to be 50,000 to 60,000 feet of altitude, they wer e the same s i ze
as a B-29 or B-50 flying in the same compass quadrant roughly five miles
away at 10,000 feet of altitude.
The objects numbered at least seven
a nd we re arranged in an irregular S forrnat ion(See diagram Ill).
M/Sgt.
Ho erto n states that the lower elements of the fonnatioo appeared to be
changing positions so rap idly that his count be inacc urate.
These
objec ts trailed no exhaust, emitted no sound, and trav eled at an unestimable high rate of speed.
When first observed these objects were
traveling in a southerly direction, mainta i ning this heading for approximately 10 seconds.
They changed course to an easterly direction and
formation to a line stepped up in trail(See dia gram #2) .
After approxminately 5 seconds of easterly flight, the formation again c hanged dir-
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tion, to the northeast and assumed the same irregular S fonnat1on in r ~verse(See diagram 113).
The formation disappeared after about 10 seconds
for no apparent reason.
The observer says that they did not just disappear as if due to distance.
These objects reflected sun light much in
the same manner as the B-29 or B-50 but seemed to have a more highly
IX'lished more efficient reflecting s urface .
These reflections came
from the west aide of each object during all turn s and maneuvers." 2 5.
"It hurt my eyes, it was so brilliant."
If people can be believed, rainbow- co l ored objects danced in the heaven s abov e
Los Angeles, California, the evening of September 2nd.
It could be citizen s
there were merely getting excited over twinkling stars but discriptions dido 't
quite sound like celestial bodies.
A Mrs. Pearl Fuller remarked:~It hurt my
eyes, it was so brilliant." 26.
Another woman, unidentified, related that the
UFO she saw:" •.• went up and down and turned colors --from silver to orange to
yellow and back to s ilver." 27 .
A Gl adys Ward spotted on e that:" .. . tu med
white and skirted back and forth at t remendous speed. " 28 .
A fourth wo man
studied the object she sighted through a telescope and later told the press the
o bject :" •. • was tri-colored, with a red bottom, a whit e midd l e and a green top
... [which I moved faster than a star would fall." 29.

u.s.

Atomic Energy Protective Forc e .

Air travel over Los Alamos was r estr ict ed of course and guards at the New
Mexico facility were on the alert for aerial intruders as while as those on
the ground.
Two me mb ers of the U.S. Atomic Enerey Protective Force wer e making their round s on September 2nd at 10:15 p.m . when they detected a mysteriou s
white l ig ht in the sky approac hing from the east at a n e stimated 250 mph. The
light gave off a glow that varied from dim to glaring.
It headed south , pausing
occasionally .
About thr ee minutes l ater another such l ight appeared and r epeated the preformance of its predecessor. 30.
September 3rd.
Little occurred during the day.
In Albuquerque, New Mexico, memb ers o f the
Meteoritical Society convened their annual meeting at the Univer si t y o f New Mex ico.
One of the items to be discu s sed was reports of mys terious green fi rebal ls
that were appearing in the nation's skies i n recent months. 31.
An extra b ig
green meteor that had flashed across the south er~ part of the U.S. just days
Dr. Lincoln La
e arlier had called attention to the strang e he avenly fireworks.
Paz , a leading authority on meteors, predicted more s uch cel e stia l display s , a
repeat of a phenomenon that plagued the states of New Me xic o, Arizona, and Okla homa, the year before. 32.
The Squyers case cont inued.
Two -thirty that afternoon a Capt . My e rs o f the Kansas Military Distri c t , HQ,
Tope ka, Kansas, d e livered a case file on the Augu st 25th in c ident to Lt. Col .
Ge o rge Hanselman of the 90th Strategic Reconn Wing, Fo rb es , AFB, Topeka , Kan sas .
Col. Han selman wond e red what his res ponsibilty would b e conc erning the investigation of the supposed fly ing saucer episode.
He called ATIC to find o ut th e
stat u s of the case and was told someone f r om BLUE BOOK would call him ba ck . Two
hour s lat er Ruppelt's people contacted the Co l onel, asking him to forward the
case file and some grass samples taken from the site.
He was instructed not t o
worry about taking f urther action. 33 .
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The Squye rs case file was compiled by a 2nd Lt. Green, u.s. Army Reserv e,
an eng in eer with radio station KOMA, Pittsburgh, Kansas, who was one of the
first persons to visit the site.
Lt. Green had taken the soil and grass
sampl es t hat ATIC requested.
4:00 p.m.
A pil o t-instruc tor for Darr Aero Tec h, an Arizona company, was six miles
north of Tucson 4:00p.m. September 3rd, when a dark el liptical shape swept
into view headed south.
There was no perc e ptible sound or smoke as the
object sl ipped through the air.
The witn esses wat c hed as the strange body
sped to a point over downtown Tucson where it smoothly turned around and
r et raced its approach.
This happened twice before the aerial o bject rae ed
o ut o f s ight to the west on a straight trajectory.
A 60-year-old friend
was with the pilot-instructor at the time and confirmed the sig hting.
The
witnesses were sure the object was not a balloon. 34.
Multi-colored lights.
There were a number of sightings of multi-colored lights in the night
skies over Georgia , Alabama, and California, but they are unimpressive and
·all ·reported-by civilians except one s i ghting that was the best of the lot,
an observation by Lt. Casper Remuta, USAF, a rated pilot and aircraft controll er.
At 10:15 p.m. Lt. Remuta was moto ring along peachtree road ncr~h
of Atlanta, Georgia, when a strange light much l arger than a star was seen,
the br ight point so large i t appeared to be a hal f inch wide at arm' s length
and had a descernable round shape .
Ther e were two such lights moving s l owly whil e chang ing from blue to red. 35.
Unusual l ocation, unusual witness es.
The fo llowing is a newsstor y taken from a Spanish news paper and collected
by thr CIA:
" On 3 September 1952, late at night, four professors of the Seraphic
Seminary in Palma, Mallorca Island, noticed a l uminous disk in the
sky, traveling from west to east.
Th ey sa id that it could not hav e
been a shooting star and that they were giving the report as objectively as po ss ible in its barest details to provide anot her item for the
study of the flying sauc er phenomenon." 36 .
One should note that the position of Mall~rca was in the Medit erranean ,
bet ween southwest France and the Al ger ian coast , both a reas of heavy UFO
activity.
September 4th.
A dark disk-shaped objec t soundl essly sa iled near GOC post PJ 33 BLACK,
Sac ram en t o, California.
The witnesses ' choice of the word "disk" was support ed by this obseva tion:"Fir s t viewi ed j as a black line but as th e thing
tu rned a bit it gave o f f a shimmering s ilv er co lor." 37.
Ther e was anot her
sighting that day west of Sacramento at GOC post PH 04 BLACK, Danvill e , Cal i fornia.
It moved s ilently and faster than a jet, appearing silver and circ ular, it was estimated t o have been the " size of a fighter." 38.
Kutztown ?
Over the airwaves Frank Edwards broadca st on the Mutual Broadca sting
System a c urious li t tle item about a certa in John Mitt ie of Kut ztown, Pennsyl vania, a farm er who was workin g in f ields when a bright disk began to
maneuver in the air in hi s v i c init y.
~little had time to grab a camera a nd
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take pictures 1o1hic.h, when developed, were suppose to have srown an image
similar to the famous Paul Trent( Me. Minnville) photographs taken back in
May of 1950.
This certainly seems worth a follow up but Air Force BLUE
BOOK files has nothing on the supposed incident, nor, unfortunately, is there
there any further data in unofficial sources.
The recourse, it se=s, is to
try and contact Mittle or check back files of the Kutztown newspaper. 39.
The Des Vergers case, a second landing?
For many days Ruppelt and his team of investigators pondered the Des Vergers case.
And now came news that seemed to give credence to the scoutmasters' testimony which had been suffering some erosion.
If this latest story could be believed, there had been a second landing
close to the Des Vergers site!
The witnesses came forward September 4th
after hest itaing a number of days.
According to a newsstory in the Florida press a Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Wells
of Belle Glade, and their niece, a 15-year-old June Tent of Palm Beach; were
motoring on Okeechobee Road, Palm Beach, about 7:30p.m., August 29th, when
they had a strange experience.
The three were on their 1o1ay to the Boulevard
Drive-in theater when they noticed a bright glow approaching in the evening
sky.
Miss Tent told the press:
"It was in front of us way up in the sky.
At first it looked like
one big yellow-white light.
It seemed to be drifting, slanting down.
Then it got over the woods on the left side of the road and dropped
straight down.
When it got down closer to the ground it looked like
it had more lights.
And right after it landed we saw another light
that seemed to oover over the spot." 40.

Because of the darkness the shape of the object was not clearly visible,
but Miss Tent remarked that the object did not look like an airplane altrough it seemed to be the size of a large transport.
To her the shape
seen resembled:" ... the rim of a coin ... " 41.,with an arrangement of lights
spaced around its edge. 42.
Mr. Wells turned off Okeechobee and on to Military Trail to see if he
could approach any closer to the landing site.
After driving for a short
distance; Mr. Wells managed to reach a point on the highway that was an estimated block and a half from where the shrubbery in the woods was bathed
in a strange bright glow.
There were some tiny tots in the car along with
the young girl so the Wells decided they woulsJ not leave their vehicle to
investigate on foot.
This "landing" was only eight miles do~m the road
(Miltary Trail) from the Des Vergers "landing." 43.
The Air Force was notified about the incident but when the press requested
an official comment they were told merely that the military was "investigating" and nothing else. 44.
With official interest in the DesVergers case so
intense at this time, one would think the site of the latest "landing" would
soon be swarming with agents.
We shall see, however, that the fate of this
report was an odd one.
As for the Des Vergers case, some of the e·oncern had been dissipated due to
the scoutmaster's reputation, even broadcaster Frank Edwards, one of the more
vigorous critics of the Air Force's UFO investigation, sent a brief note to
Al Chop at the Pentagon Press Desk on September Sth urging the military to
drop the inquiry because friends of his in the West Palm Beach area knew the
scoutmaster and did not think him credible •. 45.
Singapore.
Otherwise on the fifth, there was nothing during the daylight hours except
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a news item from l1alf way around the wodd in the Singapcne Stra i ts Times.
A "white plate," werid smoke trails, and what somecalled a "f l ying saucer" excited crowds in the British Federation.
The Times noted that it
was the second time in recent days that the populatio~ been stirred up
by aerial phenomena. 46.
Not much detail can be had from the Times yet
it is worth noting that during the world-wide UFO flap s reports invaribly
come from places like Singapore, South Africa, and Australia. This probably has a lot to do with the existenc e of the English language press
in the areas ref erred to.
As darknessness fell over America on September 5th, only an unspectacular incident at Los Alamos, New Mexico, wa s registered.
The U.S . Atomic
Energy Protect ive Force which guarded the installation at Los Alamos had
been instruc ted to watch for .and report, "green meteors;" and at 9:37 p.m.
one was seen diving straight down until it reached 15 degrees above the horizon where the round, green thing "blinked out."
Like all such "green flash"
objects, its life was extremely brief --three seconds . 47.
September 6th.
Helsinki, Finland.
American military sources in Europe passed along a Finnish civilian report from Helsinki.
The witnesses were not especially impressive, a school
teacher and several pupils in the 7-9 year old range.
A pair of silvery
objects, shaped like a doughnut without holes, were supposed to have been
vis ible for 30 seconds at some distance, traveling at a steady rate east to
west.
The time was 8:45a.m. 48.
Giving the Fi nnish report interest is
the fact that the same morning(exact time not known) a UFO report came from
South Africa , very far to the south of Finland in the southern Hemis phere
in almost a direct line.
A newspaper clipping mentions:
"On the morning of 6 September 1952, a meteorologist was taking
weather obse rvations in Durban, Union of South Africa , when he saw
a white obj ect moving smoothly acros s hi s field of vision.
After
two more had appeared and passed in the same manner, he called a
co-worker, with whom h e observed three more saucers.
He was able
to follow one of them with a theodolite, which indicated that the
object was at a high al t !tude.
It had about the same shape as a
weather balloon which was then at an altitude of only 3,500 meters.
The spherical objects appeared to be at an altitude above 6,500
meters.
"Both men have been meteorologists for some time(the second man i s
the director of th e weather bureau at Natal).
Their information was
written into the records of the loca l meteorological office." 49.

"Mystery oblong object ."
Fifteen witn esses sub stant ia ted a "vision " in the sky over Enfield, Con Civilian Defense offi cial s investi gatn ect icut, 10:10 a.m., Septemb e r 6th.
ed and submitted a report to t he GOC Filter Center situated in the city of
New Haven.
Th e principle witne sses wer e guards at the Osborn Prison Farm
who said they heard a strange sound at the time, one they didn't r ecogniz e .
(Any sort of sound is rarel y reported.)
Depicted as appear ing as a
silve ry oblong object , the suggestion that it could have b een an aircraft
does not seem t o b e adequate con s idering the mot i on discribed.
A Wa lter
Borys was interviewed.
He a nd another guard, George Me Cracken, were in
charge of a dozen or so prisoners working in the farm enclosure when the
sound, unlike an airplane sound, drew e veryon e ' s attention s kyward.
Acco rd-
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ing to Borys' story:
"The sound stopped and the object appeared to be drifting toward the
earth in a zigzag course.
As it descended it assumed a 'fluffy appearance,' he said.
After it had dropped a considerable distance,
the object stopped.
There was a loud report and with a puff of
smoke it shot upwards at a right angle at an incredible rate of speed.
It was out of sight within seconds ... " 50.
Thenewsitem in the Hartford Courant ended with:
"Borys reported the incident to Francis 0. McCue, acting captain of
guards, who notified farm superintendent George H. Pratley.
"Enfield CD officials, William T. Murphy and Russel Maylott, visited
the farm to interview the witnesses.
'All 15 stories[they questioned
the prisoners tool: were consistent and agreed except for minor details,'
said Murphy.
He said that he had no explanation to offer about the
incident which was reported to the Filter Center in New Haven." 51.
There is no hint of this incident in Air Force files!
The New Yorker article.
What had captured E,J. Ruppelt's attention at BLUE BOOK at this moment was
the appearance of a major UFO article in New Yorker magazine by Daniel Lang.
The article followed the usual lines of a UFO essay: a brief history; which,
as aways, could not be done justice to in a limited space; and a number of
quotes from Air Force spokesmen.
Lang had been briefed by Major Jerre Boggs,
chief liaison officer between the old Project SIGN and the Pentagon in the
late 1940s, and since that time Lang had made occasional inquiries about the
mystery to keep up to date.
Major Boggs was anti-UFO, but from Lang's notes
the officer comes across more as an honest doubter than a person suffering
from rooted prejudice.
The Major was not even afraid to dewell on the space
ship theory, something that Air Force scientific advisors had examined as a
suggestion back in 1949.
Apparently the Major felt compelled to discuss the
idea because of the current popularity of the concept.
As Major Boggs' recalled, one scientists was frustrated after looking at UFO reporl:s since, in
his learned opinion, the ''flying saucers," if they were real, not only exceeded
science, but science- fiction!
Three main object ions to the space visitor
theory were conceived back then and used to discredit any alien idea. The
scientists polled in the late 1940s asserted ,that any sort of space craft
would have be large and unwieldy, incapable of zig-zagging frivolously in theearth's atmosphere as the reported flying disks.
Also, any sort of space
craft could not possibly carry enough fuel to operate in the dense air of
our world for an adequate period after crossing the void of space.
Finally,
their reading of the data showed that the so-called saucers were confined to
the United States, an unlikely plan of action for extraterrestrial visitors.
(One need not say how both science and science-fiction have progressed over
the decades since.
The Air Force has quietly dropped these antique argu!'lents.)
In general Lang's writing reflect the negative feelings of Major Boggs,
his prime source, but he ended on this note:"As of August 25th ( 1952], Captain Ruppelt told me more competent observers than ever before have been reporting saucers." 52.
Furthermore:" ..• there was no talk in the Air Forces
of abandoning the pursuit." 53.
"This witness is one of the most highly esteemed citizens of Arizona."

13
The chauffeur of the limo was of Scottish descent, a skeptical and conservative fellow who had been eaployed for 19 years by his passenger, a
highly successful businesswoman who had at one tiae served in the U.S.
Congress as a representive from Arizona.
At 4:55p.m. September 6th
both persons had a UFO experience.
The limo was traveling down the Patagonia Highway in Arizona, a route
that passes close to Salmarita Mountain on its way into Tucson.
As the
limo sped toward Tucson the local municipal airport came into view as well
as the Grand Control Aircraft plant near the field.
Looking out the limo
window the woman suddenly noticed a very odd shape in the sky.
Hardly
believing her eyes, she tapped the shoulder of her driver and motioned in
the direction of the "thing."
The driver saw it a leo.
The two were so
impressed the vehicle was stopped so they could get out and concentrate on
the phenomenon.
The woman later reported the incident to the military and
here is what she said she saw: "The object appeared to be tear-drop or pendant
shaped, orange in color, and of unestimable si~e.
Throughout the observation there was no evidence of a propulsion system, and no noise, trail, or
flight surface." 54.
The thing seemed to be directly above the aircraft plant:
"The object appeared to be whirling on its verticle axis, and emitted
a brilliant orange light.
As they watched, the observers felt that
the object descended toward them along a slanting path at great speed.
Mrs. ( •• •deleted) is careful to point out that not knowing the distance or size of the object she could not possibly estimate its speed,
but that as it appeared to descend toward them they observed it to increase in apparent size as though its rate of speed was great.
The
object appeared to descend rapidly and Mrs. ( ••. deleted) thought it
was about to land at their feet.
The object,however, suddenly, stopped, and without executing any sort of turn, began to ascend along the
same path i t had descended.
It continued to a sc ent rapidly along a
slanting path , until it became so small in the distance it could no
longer be seen.
In ascent its direction of whirl appeared to change
from the direction of whirl during descent ,J' 55,
In the comments of the investigating officer, Air Force Major William
Eeckett:"Mrs. (del eted) is intellectual, clear-minded, and detemined to
advoid self-deception.
She must be regarded as a throughly credible witness." 56.
The Major added:"Mrs. (deleted) is one of the most hiv,hly esteemed citizens of Arizona." 57.
"Red basket ball."
A man and his wife living in Albuquerque, New tfexico, would argue in favor
of UFO s if asked.
The couple were sitting in chairs on their patio enjoying
a warm evening, September 6th, when around 9: LS p.m. a glowing red "basketball" sailed out of the southeast sky and soundlessly l e ft their vicinity on
a northeast cou rse.
The witnesses advised the military that: "The objec t
seemed to be solid and pulsated o r flickered ... {and] waa very red, with a red
tail and moved with a 'j erky' motion." 58.
September 7th. The CIA and "facts bearing on the problem."
A measure of the importanc e of the UFO mystery is the action taken by the
Central Intelligence Aeency.
The Agency had given the green light to a preliminary inquiry in August, 1 952.
Now, on September 7th, the first recornmPndat ions wer e drawn up and submitted to the organization's director .
The
paper is a fasinating read, keeping in mind official Air Force statements, E.
J. Ruppalt's writings, and the claims of civilian critics.
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The CIA recommandations were in the form of a menorandum from the Agency
Director (thru the Deputy Director) to those concern ed,under the heading:
"Flying Saucer s."
The material is in outline form :
"1. PROBLEM:
To determine :
a. Whether there are national security implications in the pro-

blem 'unidentified flying objects' i.e. flying saucers.
b. Whether adequate study and re sea rch is currently being directed to this problem in its relation to such national security
implications; and
by

c. What further investigation and research should be instituted,
and under what angis.

who~.

2. FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM
c. OSI has investigated the work currently being performed on
flying saucers and has found that:
(1) The only unit of Government currently studying the problem is the Directorate of Intelligence , USAF, which has charged
the Air Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) with responsibility
for investigating the reports of sight ings.

(2) At ATIC there is a small group consisting of a reserve
Captain{Ruppelt), two lieutenants and two secretaries to which
come all reports of sightings through official channels, and
which conducts investigation of the report s either itself or
through consultation with other Air Force officers or with
civilian technical consultants (Hyn ek ].
(3) A world-wide reporting system has been instituted and
major Air Force bases have been ordered to make interpetations
of unident Hied flying objects .

(4) The research being carried on is strictly on a case basis
and appears to be designed solely to attempt a satisfactory explanation 'of each individual sighting as it occurs.
(5) ATIC has concluded an arrangement with Battelle Memorial
Institute for the latter to establish ·a machine indexing system
for official reports of sightings.

(6) Since 1947, ATIC has received approximately 1900 official
reports of sightings plu s an enormous volunme of letters, phone
calls and press reports.
During the month of July 1952 alone, official reports totaled 250.
Of the 1900 reports, Air Force carries
20% as unexplained · and of those received January t hrough Jul y 1952
it carries 20% unexplained.

3. DISCUSSION
a . OSI entered i nto its inquiry fully aware that it was coming
into a field already charged with partisanship. one in which obj ectivity had been overridden by numerous sensational writer s , and one
in whic h there are pressures for extravagant explanations as well as
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for oversimplification.
The OSI team consulted with a representative of Air Force Special Studies Group; discussed the problem with
thoae in charge of the Air Force Project at Wright field; reviewed
a considerable volume of intelligence reports ; checked the Soviet
press and broadcast indices; and conferred with three OSI consulttants, all leaders in their scientific fields. who were chosen because of their broad knowledge of the technical areas concerned .
b. OSI found that the ATIC study is probably valid if the purpose is limited to a case-by-case explanation.
However, the study
makes no attempt to solve the more fundamental aspect of the problem which is to determine definitely the nature of the various
phenomena which are causing these sightings, or to discover mean s
by which these causes and their visual or electronic effect s may
be immediately identified.
Our cons ultant panel stated that those
solutions would probably be found on the margins or just beyond t he
frontiers of our present knowledge in the fields of atmospheric,
ionospheric, and extraterrestrial phenomena, with the added possibility that our present dispersal of nuclear waste product s might
also be a factor.
They recommended that a study group be formed
to perfona three functionS:
(1) Analyze and systematize the factors of information
which form the fund~ental problem;

(2) Determine the fields of fundemental s cience which
must be investigated in order to reach an understanding of
the phenomenon involved; and
(3) Make recommendations for the initiation of appropriate research.

Dr. Julius A. Stratton, Vice President of the Massachusetts Institute
of Tec hnology, ha s indicated to OSI that such a group could be contuted at that institute.
Similarly, Project Lincoln, the Air Fo r c e
air d efen s e project a t MIT, could be c harged with these respon s ibilties.
4. CONCLUSIONS
a. The flying saucer situation contains two elements of danger
which, in a situation of international tension, have national securit y implications.
These are :
'
(1} Psychologi cal - With world-wid e sightings r e port ed ,it
was found~hat, up~the tim e of our investigation, ther e had
been in the Russian press no report or comment, even satirical,
on flying saucers, though Andr e Gromyko had ma de one humorous
memtion o f the subject .
With a State-controll ed press, thi s
could result only from an of fic ial polic y dec i s ion.
The
qu estion , therefore , arises as to whether or not these s ight ings:
(a) Could be controll ed ,
(b) Could be predicted ,
(c) Could b e used from a psycholog i cal warfare po i n t
o f v i ew e ither offen s ively or defensivel y.
The public concern with the phenomena, whic h is reflect ed in the
United States press and in pressure of inquiry upon the Air Force,
indicates that ther e is a fair proportion of our population which
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is mentally conditioned to the acceptence of the incredible.
In
this fact lies the potential for the touching -off of mass hysteria
and panic.
(2) Air Vulnerability- The United States Air Warning System
will undoubtedly always depend upon a combination of radar screening and visual observation.
We give Russia the present capabilit y
of delivering an air attack against us, yet at any given moment now,
there may be current a dozen official unidentified sightings plus
many unofficial.
At any moment of attack, we are now in a position
where we cannot, on an instant basis, distinquish hardware from
phantom, and as tension mounts we will run the increasing risk of
false alerts and the even greater danger of falsely identifying the
real as phantom.
b. Both of these problems are primarily operational in nature but
each contains readily apparent intelligence factors.
from an operational point of view, three actions are required:
(1) Immediate steps should be taken to improve identification of both visual and electronic phantom so that in the event of
an attack, instant and positive identification of enemy planes or
missiles can be made.
(2) A study should be instituted to determine that, if any,
utilization could be made of these phenomena by United States
psychological warfare planners, and ~hat, if any, defenses should
be planned in anticipation of Soviet attempts to utilize them.

(3) A national policy should be established as to what should
be told the public regarding the phenomena, in order to minimize
risk of panic.

c. Intelligence problems include:
(1) The present level of Russian knowledge regarding these
phenomena.
(2) Possible Soviet intentions and capabilities to ufilize
these phenomena to the detriment of US security interests.

(3) The reasons for silence in the Soviet Press regarding
flying saucers.

d. Intelligence responsibilities in this field as regards both
collect ion and analysis can be discharged with maximum effectiveness
only after much more is known regarding the exact nature nature of
these phenomena.
e. The problem transcends the level of individual departmental
responsibilities, and is of such importance as to merit cognizance
and action by the National Security Council.
f. Additional research, differing in character and emphasis from
that presently being perfonned by Air Force, will be required to meet
the specific needs of both operations and intelligence.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that:
a. The Director of Central Intelligence advise the National Security
Council of the security implications inherent in the flying saucer problem with the request that, under his statutory coordinating authority,
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• the Director of Central Intelligence be en powered to in it it ate
through the appropriate agencies, either within or without the
government, the investigation and research necessary to solve
the problem of instant positive identification of 'unident Hied
flying objects.'
b. CIA, under its assigned responsibilities, and in cooperation with the Psychological Strategy Board, irnrnediat ely investigate
possible offensive or defensive utilization of the phenomena for
psychological warfare purposes both for and against the United
States, advising those agencies charged with internal security of
any pertinent findings affecting their areas of responsibility.
c. On the basis of these programs of research, the CIA is to
develope and recommend for the National Security Council a policy
of public information which will minimize the risk of panic.
H. Marshall Chadwell
Assistent Director,
Scientific Intelligence" 59.
The CIA then, made some rather strong charges about the condition of BLUE
BOOK, complaining about its oversimplications, its tiny size, its case-bycase approach, its lack of an effort to tackle the basic cause of the phenomenon, while taking care to point out the enormous amount of unofficial UFO
reports(which the Air Force could not, or would not recognize).
Donald
Keyhoe would agree, but as to the main problem there was a profound difference of opinion.
While Keyhoe favored the extraterrestrial theory which the
CIA apparently meant when it used the words:"extravagant explanations," the
agency only admitted to a concern about the Russian threat.
Gullible public?
With all this worry about the reaction of the man in the street, it is
i>ppropriate to mention an event in Canada.
A brilliant idea had occurred to W.B. Smith of Canada's classified UFO investigative effort, Project SECOND STORY.
Here is his idea,and- what happened subsequently ,as given in a Canadian document:
"In order to ascertain the reliability of random observations and
reports from the public and press of objects seen in the sky a flare
of approximately 1,000 candle power was burned for one minute over
the outskirts of Ottawa.
Two simultaneous observations of the flare
were made by transit from two locations.
Location A was at the
Ottawa Monitoring Station and Location B was at Uplands Airport.
"At 21:45 EST September 8, 1952 a balloon and fused flare were released from Location A.
At 21:51 EST the flare ignited and burned
for one minute or until 21:52 EST.
The bearings obtained were as
follows:
Elevation

Azimuth
Location A 46.35 degrees E. of N.

20 degrees

Location B

12.5 degrees

3.5

degrees W. of N.

"These angles would place thf' balloon over the Rideau Canal near
Dow's Lake at an elevation of 1.1 miles.
"The flare was clearly visible from Ottawa and did not resemble a
meteor or northern lights.
It could not be mistaken for a star
and could not be assocliated with the moon which was on the eastem
horizon.
It could not be mistaken for a plane, since it was sound-
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less and flashed only for a short time from an almost stationary
position.
"There was no mention of this object in the newspapers[!!!!]." 6 0.
The fake UFO was more than just a light.
An aluminum cone beneath t h e
light suspended by wire gave the thing a definite "flying saucer" appearance.
The "flying saucer" sailed over a night baseball game and two drivein theaters.
When Smith checked. with the pi'oj ect again on Novemb er 17th,
he still had no reports from the public of his mock UFO, no letters, no
phone calls, no mention in the press.
This bugged Smith who, it was said,
grumbled:"It would seem that people just don't watch the sky." 61.
A ne-assessment.
No orders to that e ffect are to be found in BLUE BOOK .files but t he Air
Force launced a re-assessment of the most promising liFO evidence in the military's possession : movie films.
The puzzling UFO movie taken neat Tremonton, Utah, back on July 2nd had
been screened repeatly for Ruppelt and his advisors but it wasn't until September 8th that a full-fledged frame by frame analysis was ordered.
The
questions to be answered made allowances for the existence of disk-l i ke objects.
The disposition fonn is quoted below:
"a. Are images made by light source or reflections.
b. Any indication of what kind of objects could have caused images ?
Is there any bird sufficiently actinic "' to cause :images?
Could
they have been caused by aircraft or balloons?
c. What causes impression that some objects at times appear to b ecome
2 or 3 where there was originally one, or, conv e rsely, 2 or 3 objec ts
at times appear to merge into one?
d. Do all objects have same characteristics?
(1) Same apparent shape?
(2) Same color?
(3) Same relative size?
(4) Same general motion?
e. What are shape(s), color(s), and relative size( s ) of objects?
f. To what can the 'fade-in' and 'fade-out' of the objects-be attributed?
g. What type motion is attributable to the objects (about the ir own
axis as well as about axis of flight path)?
h. Is there any accelleration evident in their motion along fli ght path
axis?
i. Can the motion of the camera (panning and joggling) be allowed f or
sufficiently to permit determination of the angular velocity of
objects which cross the field of view?
(Reference partic u larly
the single object which crosses field; photographer s tates that
camera was held motionless while object crossed field of view.)
j. Determine patterns of flight from position plots for each frame,
then:
(1) Is th~n! any recurring pattern in the relative position of th e
objects?
(2) Do they maintain same relative positions in formation du r i ng an y
maneuvers,particularly violent maneuvers?
(3) Is relative position maintained coincidental with movement about
their axes?
(4) If undulating motion in present among a number of objec ts whi ch
are maintaining a semblence of fonnation, do those objects undulate in phase?
Ditto for tumbling motion?

*

A radiant of heat or light.

I
~i
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( 5) Is t here any indication of abrupt changes in direction of

flight path through fairly large angles (e.g. 50 degrees or
more during interval of 2 or 3 frames)?
(6) Oo any objects appear to remain motionless at the same time
that others move about?
(7) Can all objects be accounted for at all times or do some
literally disappear while still well within field of view?" 62 .
Needless to say, any answers
teresting reading.

to the forementioned questions would make in-

Questions that are answers.
Before we move on, we should note that the questions themselves provide
several answers.
If that does not make sense look at it this way.
The official Air Force position was that "there was no pattern to UFO reports" but
here we find the Air force checking for some specific characteristics.
Why
would the military ask if the objects "undulated in phase," or made "abrupt
turns at fairly large angles," or "literally disappear while still well within
f~_ eld of v iew'.'
An undulating object making abrupt turns was just such a
machine being touted by the pro-UFO people!
The last referrence about any
mysterious disappearance was a concept Dr. Hynek was only then just beginning
to ponder and of which persons like Keyhoe had no inkling!
We will discuss
the results later in the events of December 1952.
N~hing

had happened.

Meanwhile, Ruppelt was still trying to finish his investigation of the
sensational DesVergers incident.
The BLUE BOOK chief had definite doubts
as to the scoutmaster's credibility but felt he needed t o find some glaring
holes in the man's testimony nonetheless.
At 7:00 p.m., September 8, 1952,
Ruppelt, accompanied by Lt . Olsson, landed at West Palm Beach International
Airport and immediately contacted Capt. Carney, Wing Intelligence Officer who
was handling the scoutmaster case locally.
According to Air Force BLUE BOOK
records Ruppelt a sked Capt. Carney about any new developements having a bearing on the now famous case.
Carney told Ruppelt that:" .•. to his knowledge
there was nothing outstanding that had happened." 63. There was not hing said
about the Wendell Wells couple or Miss June Tent!
In fact there is nothing
in military files about the "second landing story " even though the press said
an Air Force spokesman at West Palm Beach International admitted the military
was investigating .
Instead of the latest landing incident, according to BLUE
BOOK fil es, Capt. Carney briefed Ruppelt on other matters like DesVergers'
complaints he had been receiving threatening phone calls fro• anonymous persons which urged him to "lay off his story."
There is no indication either
Ruppelt or Carney took such talk seriously.
Carney remarked that he had told
the scoutmast er to contact the FBI.
Des Vergers did but later protest ed that
Hoover's boys passed the buck to the West Palm Beach police. 64.
Grass samples.
Of greater int erest was Capt. Carney's news that a rancher in the West
Palm Beach area had been fasinated by the scoutmaster story and had expressed a desire to assist in the investigation.
The rancher was saying
that he had visited the site and he believed the grass there had been burned
(!::ven though Ruppelt swore otherwise).
Subsequently the rancher voic ed a
suugestion that some grass samples be taken and analyzed by a lab in St. Louis.
Ruppelt's reaction was to phone the rancher and ask abou t this private effor t .
When contacted, the gentleman stated that recent rain .showers had made the
site too wet and as yet had dug no samples. 65. Certainl y an obvious line of
quest toning at this point would have focused on the supposed "burned areas"
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the rancher had allegedly seen.
Where were they?
How many? What did
they look like?
Instead, we are l ed to believe Ruppelt showed no s uch
curiosity and ended the conversation!
During the following days Ruppel t could
have revis·: tted the site, it wasn't far away, but evidently Ruppelt did not
put enough c redence in the rancher's talk.
The final item of Capt . Carney's briefing was the press agent retained by
DesVergers.
Ruppelt was advised that the agent had s hown concern over t he results of the background check on his c lient and had asked what ag ency would
do the investigation .
The man was told the Air Fo r ce's Office of Special
Investigations would look into the matter and aft er be i ng told that, the man
had questioned Capt. Carney about Carney's personal opinion of the case,which
the Intellig ence officer, in keeping with official po licy,fended off wit h a
repl y that made no commitment one way or another. 66.
The idea of a press agent distrubed Ruppelt and he planned to ma ke it t he
first order of business the following morning to find out all he could about
the man and what he was going to do. 67,
Cigar over Harrisburg.
As Ruppelt was calling it a night in Florida, at 10:00 p.m. some 35 miles
northwest of Harrisburg, Pennsyvania, at the town of Shamokin , a Mrs. Lehran
claimed to have seen an object shaped like a cigar: " • •• with an orange glow at
the base." 68 .
It was viewed fou only a few seconds .
Where are the UFOs?
Reported UFO activity for the 7th and the 8th of September was hardly worth
noting.
As mentioned, Canada's W. B. Smith had even tried to generate some r eports with a counterfeit saucer with no luck whatso ever.
A thorough sea rch,
however, turned up something in a French book.
At 4:20 in the afternoon of September 8th a spec tacular da ytime meteor l i t up
sky over the towns of Cassis and Somaiers in France. A huge organge ball, the
cosmic visitant spewed a luminous wake as it made the 93 mile trip between the
two formentioned towns in ten mintues.
Unless there wa s an error in calula ting the time, the phenomenon had UFO credentials. 69.
Elsewhere in Europe, in Ital y, an Associated Press dis patch datelined Rome,
September 8th, quoted an Italian Communist Daily that a visiting ast ronomer
from the Socialist Block had announced no one in Russia was seeing flying sau cers in the sky . 70.
That was a good item for the CIA.
September 9th.
Early in mo rning Capt. Carney, Capt. Ruppelt, and Lt. Olsson , set out in an
Air Force staff car to make more inqu iries about the scou t mast er case . Their
first stop was at the local FBI office where Hoover's people sa id t hey had no thing on DesVergers but did dir ect the Air Force 1nvestigators to the West Pa l m
Beach police who were suppose to know something useful.
At the Sheriff's
they learned that the Chief Deputy, a Mr. Lawerance, and his subordinate, deputy C.B. Bowen,both knew the scoutmas ter.
One lawman had doubts about t h ~
saucer witn ess while the other expr essed confiden ce in the fellow. 71.
Burned areas again .
Whil e talking with t he lawmen Ruppelt encountered another reference t o "burned areas" and t his t ime things became a little clearer .
Ruppelt had asked ab o~ t the Constable
that had a ccpompanied Oeputy Partin on the night of the Des
•;er zers incident .
Wha t the BLUE BOOK chief heard wa s an eyebrow lifter. He
:earcee that the Constable was go ing aro und a~nounc ing he would make the scou t-~er ~sea "big deal" by taking pictures:" .• • of the burned trees and the
·x.-::~.ee 1:-::r=.! L'lC "WOulc have half the Air Force from W
a shington down there in""".es::.;p-~ .. • 7 ~ .
:-~e Air !'="orce fil e had these comments inserted h ~r e :" H e
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would have to fake this because nothing appeared to be burned." 73, · The lawmen. .h the Sheriff '.s office took such talk by the Constable lightly. telling
Ruppelt and Carney that the man was something of a character.
Air Force records say that Ruppelt's next stop was the the hardware. ~tore
where DesVergers worked.
The man 'a e~~~ployer thought well of the scoutmaster
and gave some examples of DesVergers' good deeds.
Since DesVergers worked as a dealer for City Services oil company, Ruppelt
and Carney contacted the company representative who dealt with the scoutmaster.
This indiviual felt DesVergers had done some odd things and, like the hardware
store proprietor, gave some examples, but after listening Ruppelt made a mental note to discount the testimony since it tfaS of a subjective nature.
Traveling across town Ruppelt met with a doctor who knew OesVergers prior
to the saucer incident,having treated the man for an injury.
Like the oil
company representative,the doctor also thought Des Vergers had exhibited some
peculiar behavior, an opinion this time that carried some weight with the Air
Force investigators .
.By this time it was S o'clock in the afternoon and the Air Force officers
returned to Capt. Carney's office at West Palm Beach International.
Apparently concerned about what he discovered' about Des Vergers, Ruppelt decided that
the scoutmaster's press agent should be questioned right away.
The agent's
office was phoned but someone else answered, the agent being out of town, nonetheless Ruppelt learned enough to make the call worthwhile.
The BLUE BOOK
chief was told the contract between the agent and Des Vergers had been terminated because of the agent's doubts about the scoutmaster's background .
As it
turned out Ruppelt could not take much comfort in the press agent's withdrawal
since Des Vergers reacted by declaring he would go it alone in trying to sell
his story, claiming that the Air Force would give him unqualified backing.
tHer e the Air Forc e file on the Des Vergers case has an insertion that expresses
complete ignoranc e of just how the man got such a notion.)
At about 7:30 p.m. Capt. Carney took Capt. Ruppelt to a boy scout me eting to
meetthe boys who had been with Des Vergers the night of the "saucer encounter.''
(Des Vergers was not at the meeting so he was not able to g ive th~ boys any
coaching.)
The appearance of Ruppelt and Carney (Capt. Carney wa s in uniform) at the
meeting excited the youngters and unfortunately made them nervous.
One thing
that Ruppelt discovered vas that when Des Vergers left the scouts to investigate the lights in the woods, the scoutmaster suggested t o the boys that he
mieht find something other than a crashed airplane and that ~~flying~·
Capt. Carney made a note of that and underlined the words .
Both Ruppelt and
Carney must have felt that now they were gett!ng somewhere, yet the rest of the
qu estioning did not prove to be so fruitful in discrediting nes Verger s.
The
stories told by the boys were consistent up to the point where Des Vergers walked into the woods .
The oldest boy, a 12-year-old, was somewhat uncooperative but did verify one
remarkable part of the story saying he:" ... saw a semi-circle of white light s
about three inches in diameter go ing down an angle of 45 deBrees into the
trees." 74.
After Oes Vergers walked into the woods, the 12-year-old claimed
he saw red lights in the clearing and the scoutmaster " stiffen up" and fall.
The n ext boy qu estioned was a year younger and made a poor impression by
act in g gid dy and displaying little concentration.
Surprisingly, the smallest witness, a ten-yea r-old, gave the best interview,
be ing logical and straight forward.
He said he caught sight of a whit e light
diving into the tr ees but he cou l d not remember any details and felt the light
gave the impress ion of being a meteor.
Both the 11 and 10- yea r-old s agreed that they saw the scoutmaster enter the
woods and, as Capt. Carney recorded it, they:
" ..• could see flashlights flashing on the trees and then he disappear ed
fo r a few second s , at least the light disappea red.
The next thing they
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saw was a series of red lights.
They said they loo ked a lot like f l ares
or s ky rockets.
The liehts were not making any d e finite pattern, some
of them wer e going up and some were going down, or going around and around
in all ··directions.
They got out of the car and ran down the road to g e t
help .
The boys stated that upon arrival at the farm house, they told the
people that their scoutmaster was in troubl e and to make a phone call,
which the people did.
Soon afterwards the peo ple asked what the boys had
seen and they told their story of the light to the people before either
the sheriff or Des Vergers showed up." 75.
Capt. Carney summed up his impressions this way:
"All in all the boy's stories we re rathe r conflicting and it was very
difficult to obtain any facts.
The only one f act that seemed to stand
out o f their minds was the facts that they did see red lights out in the
palmetto grove after Des Vergers had gone in. " 76.
After talking with the boys, the officers spent some time discussing Des
Vergers with the scout troop chairman who was not too we ll aquainted with the
man but did relate a couple of experiences he had which indicated the s coutmaster seemed to have some peculiar personal traits.
Before it got too late, Capt. Ruppelt, Capt . Carney, and Lt. Olsson, were
driven out to the supposed saucer landing site.
Their arrival at the site
was timed to approximate the same time as the original sighting at the spot,
about 10:00 p.m.
There was no ~on, which matched the conditions of the night
of the incident.
The Air Force car was parked at the same place as Des Vergers vehicle :the evening of August 19th.
The staff c ar driver, Sgt. Saeger,
accompanied by Lt. Olsson, took a flashlight and walked into the woods to the
l ocation where Des Vergers had been "attacked."
Sin ce Olsson, Ruppelt and
Carney had been to site once before, d uring the day, it is assumed they had no t
g~tten lost now that it was dark and moonless.
Ruppelt and Carney noticed
that when Lt. Olsson reached the clearing of the "attack," his flashlight was
vis ibl e from the road only by
holding the flashlight seven feet above the
ground . This counterdict~d the 12-year-old's c laim that Des Vergers was visible, so visible he was seen to "stiffen up," thu s it seems that t~e older
boy's version of events might be quest i oned (But one shou ld remember one thin g .
The red lights were suppose to have come from the saucer, according to Des Vergers, and the "machine" was above him which would put it at,and above,the seven
foot level). 77.
S e pt ember 9th.
Look magazine appeared on the newsstand s o n September 9th carrying the assertions of Harvard's Dr. Donald }1enzel who attributed the radar targets and
lights over Washington D.C. back in Jul y on meteorological cond itions . He also
took a shot at his favorite target, the ext-raterrestrial theory.
I f the UFOs
were s pace ships from some super civilization among the star s, why hadn't such
beings contacted us by radio, an easy enough t ask one would thin k .
Dr . Henz e l
further s uggested:"If inter-planet ary traveler s came he re they wouldn ' t hang
a round like ghosts; they ' d get off their ships and have a look at us . Wouldn't
you on Venus?" 78.
The professor echoed s ome Pentago n voices:" •.. if a n enemy
were to attack us tomorrow, i t might take 24 hours for the people in the targe t
area to make up their minds whether it really was a terrestrial enemy or somebody from Venus." 79.
Dr. }1enzel had met with Air Force officials back in April 1952 in Washington
D.C. and tried to convince the military men UFOs were only mundane objects and
events(This was two months before his we ll known UFO a-rticle in Look magazine) .
As a proponent of such a position, he encountered "strong skepticism" by those
officers syapathetic to the extraterrestrial hypothes is.
Undiscouraged 1 Dr.

-
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Men~el continued to give talks at milita~y and government conferences in an
attempt t'o convert others to his view& .
Lyle G. Boyd, who collaborated with
Menzel on the book:The World of &..!!!.& Saucers, IIUggested that the cool military reception to Kenr.el'Bideas were due to being:".,. better acquainted with
military matters than wi.th physical science." 80.
However those who dis!'!
agreed with Menzel ,militaz:yand civilian, probably feel Paul He earthy put it
best when he wt"ote that Henz:el's : " •.• explanations were qualitatively seductive
but quanlitat ively untenable." 81.

UFO reports on September 9th.
A Hrs. tehran of Shamokin, Pennsyvania, had her second UFO sighting in as
many days.
This sighting was longer and more detailed than the one the night
before.
It was 7:50 p.m. when she observed something for about two and a half
minutes:
"It also appeared in the east and moved toward the south, but reversed
its course after traveling a 'fairly short distance' and retraced the
same path back toward the east where it 'went up' and disappeared." 82.
Flying formation over Morocco.
Operational Immediate teletype messages from the U. S. 5th Air Division, Rabat,
French Morocco, on September 9th, alerted all major air commands to the following:
"UNIDENTIFIED AERIAL OBJECTS SIGHTED AT 4 RUE CE'l'TIGNY, RABAT, 34 DEGREES, 32 MINTUES NORTH 96 DEGREES, 52 MINUTES WEST BETWEEN 2100 AND
2140 HRS 9 SEPT CURR •. .• DAF RPT JAF ASCD DIR INTELL THIS HQ ...• SIGHTED DISC-SHAPED SOUNDLESS AERIAL OBJECTS HEADING NORTHWEST TURNING
WEST TO SOUTHWEST.
FORMATION OF 6 WHITE LIGHTS EVENLY SPACED.
APPEARED AS LIGHTS IN FOG.
NO BREAK IN FORMATION DURING SIGHTING.
COLOSING OBSERVED OBJECTS FOR APPROX 5 SECONDS.
ALT UNKNOWN. SPEED
ESTD 10 BE TWICE APPARENT SPEED OF T-33 ACFT." 83.
September lOth.
The morning of the lOth found Ruppelt still in West Palm Beach.
There were
a coupl~ of things he could have done that day.
Since the site of the Des Vergers encounter was only a few mil es from the airport where he was staying, he
could have, without much trouble, have gone there to check again on the alled ged burned areas after c hecking first with the ran<;her who was making such a public issue about it, or he might have interrogated June Tent and the Wells about
their sighting and visited the site of their experience(!£ he had been informed)
yet none of that was to be.
Accord ing to BLUE BOOK records,Ruppelt spent the
rest of his visit"getting the goods on Des Vergers" apparently concerned about
r enewed determination of the scoutmaster after the publicity agent had abandoned·
his cause. If Ruppelt did anything more than nail down his facts on Des Vergers,
the official record is silent on it. One would like to know the answe~ to the
quest ion posed to Capt . Carney by BLUE BOOK earlier, specifically,to determine
i f Palm Beach airport operated during the night hours, and if that was the case,
whether there was any arcraft landings the evening of August 19,1952 b etween the
hours of 9:30 - 11 o'clock?
According to Des Vereers he saw a "many-windowed"
craft, so if he had seen an airplane it might well have been a large one and
most likely lo gg ed by co ntrollers in the tower.
An examination by a lab in Washington D.C.(possibl y the FBI lab}showed that the
scorches on the scoutmaster's cap were, very probably, made by electric sparks.
Thi s concerned Ruppelt because he had established t hat there was no burns on the
man's cap before he entered the woods .
Left unsaid by Ruppelt, but one should assume it, DesVergers therefore could not have done the obvious if the story was a hoax
and tha t would have been to ·burn the cap with a match or cigarette lighter when the
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trees cloaked him from the boyscout s in the car.
Somehow DesVergers would have to
some way of producing electrical sparks in the woods, but why go to so much trouhle?
A secondary f act that Ruppelt passes over rather quic kly is the assertion by the
same lab that the searches wer e produced when the cap was in a fl a t condition . The
BLUE BOOK chief do e s not say as much, but one assumes the ca p would be somewhat flat
if DesVerg ers had taken it off to c reat e the burns, yet according to the man's testimony he threw up his arms to protect his face as the red bolt of energy floated toward him.
This no doubt would have pushed the cap back on hi s head, collapsing it
into a more or less flatten condition.
Thus the flat cap could further s ubstantiate
the scoutmast e r' s story and not refut e it! 84 .
But what really brothered Ruppelt, perhaps stunned is a better word, wa s the grass
samples.
Because the grass samples dug up during t he v is it to the site o f the supposed UFO encounter had been inadvertently left behind in Flo rida when Ruppelt returned to Ohio, he had to phone the Intelligence officer a t Wes t Palm Beach and make arrangements t o have the samples shipped to ATIC's agronomy lab.
This meant results
of an analysis had been delayed and ha4 played no part in Ruppelt's assessmen t of the
case untU after he had received uncomplimentary information about DesVergers. 85.
One morning Ruppelt rec eived a phonecall from the agronomy lab which had a question
for Ruppelt:"How did the roots get c harred?" 86.
Thi s puzzled Ruppelt becau se he
did not remember any burned gra ss.
The lab explained that after they had knocked
off all the soil from the root s to examine every bit of the clumps, they found that
the roots were charred black!
And that was not all.
On some of the extreme tips
of the longer grass blades, there was also evidence of charring so it was as sumed
that the blades had been bent over far enough to be touching the ground when th e
grass was subjected to heat.
The lab had heated some live grass clumps in a pan
and had duplicated the charring but it took 300 d egrees to achieve the same results.
I1111Dedi.ately Ruppelt made a few checks that might explain the heat in the ground like
hot springs or chemical contamination, but discovered nothing that would provide a
solution the mystery.
It is critical to note that Ruppelt makes no mention of a
revi;i t to the site.
We will have more to say about that later.
One could develope a theoretical series of events that might account for the
burned samples and at the same time explain the Constable's and rancher's curious
assertions that the grass at the saucer site had been burned in spite of what Ruppult firmly mainta i ns, that no such areas existed.
Just suppose the Constabl e and
the rancher were planning a hoax and the lawman had acc ess to the samples. In that
'c ase, all the Constable had to do then was secretly cook the samples and return them
to .vhere · they were being kept.
One might also suggest that the boasting about
burned samples wa s done before Constable put the ma terial in the oven, so that when
he did, he "undercooked it," apparently failing to burn them to all outwards appearances. Perhaps the "cooking" was t:lking hours and h"' was a f raid of being d iscovered.
There is one big hitc h to this theory . According to Ruppelt, someone li ke t he
Constable could not have possibly had access to the grass samples : "Only a few
people handled the grass specimen s: the lab , the i ntellig ence officer in Florida,
and I.
The lab wouldn't do it a s a joke, then write an off icial report, and I
didn't do it.
This leaves th e i ntelligence officer; I' m positive that he wouldn't do it." 87.
If the grass samples were carried from the site directl y to
the Air Force Intelligence office at We st Palm Beach field as Ruppelt implies,
then our oo a x theory collapses.

*There is this not e in the Grand Ra pids, Hichigan, Ast ronomical Societ y Bulletin
52-1 of Nov emb e r 1, 1952, p.2: "A. S . has received th e following report on the
Florida-scoutmaster - burned clot bing incident. The local power company states
that at t h~ place and time of incident a high voltage line and transformer wet'e
burne4 out and cir c uit control relay failed to operate to open circuit. It may
be explanation of ball of fire, burned clothing and g rass."
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5,econd thoughts?
It may be the Air Force had second thoughts, or it may be due to some pressure exerted by the CIA interest in the quality of BLUE BOOK UFO investigative
work, but on September lOth the chief of ATIC issued this order:"It is requested that OSI conduct an investigation into the events surrounding the sighting
of a Hr. ( .•. deleted) of radio station ( ... deleted), Pittsburgh, Kansas." 88.
Th:ls order no doubt referrs to the Squyers case which did not appear to be
taken seriously by the miltary when first reported.
I t could also be that
the OS! was only to investigate the background of the witness, his character,
his associates, and his future plans; instead of evidence pertaining to the
supposed existence of a strange machine in line with concerns with combating
wild rumors and/or the mischief of the .Russian secret service.
Special
Agent Elmer Lian of Offutt AFB, Nebraska, was assigned the task(His report was
filed on October 7th).
As Donald Keyhoe remembers, the Squyers yarn was a horselaugh to Lt. Colonel
Seales who didn't think the case rated any special investigation and to his
knowledge none had been ordered.
An unnamed Intelligence officer, however,
tipped off Keyhoe to same real Air Force interest in the Pittburgh incident
and suggested that Keyhoe take the next plane to Kansas to make personal inquiries.
A very busy Keyhae had other commitments but later he met with
Pentagon UFO spokesman Al Chap who had proved to be a reliable source.
Chop
told Keyhoe the Squyers case had been listed "unexplained" and that the military had run tests on grass samples from the Kansas checking for radioactivity
although the samples had been fragmented in shipment which prevented accurate
analysis. 89.
Apparently Keyhoe did not ask if or when more grass samples
would be examined, nor did Chop volunteer any information to that effect. Nothing was divulged either about the one characteristic that had startled Ruppelt about the Des Vergers samples,which may well have been the prime reason
for the sudden official attention given to the Squyers case:charred roots.
September lOth results of a fallow-up interview of Delbert C. Newhouse concerning his UFO movie footage taken at Tremonton, Utah, July 2, 1952,were forwarded to both the Pentagon and ATIC by the investigator, the Director of Intelligence, 24th Air Division, Hamilton AFII, California.
These results are
better discussed in conjunction with the technical evaluation of t"he images on
the film and will be saved for a later period.
The missing fifth report.
Project STORK's Fifth Status Report an contract AF-1941, PPS-100 was completed on September lOth, a report that covered data received during August, 1952.
The report's cant ents are not known because it was removed from ATIC for some
unknown reason.
Perhaps there is material in it still classified.
The material in such reports deals mostly with the Battelle Memorial Institute's chore
of improving and analyzing UFO reports.
UFO activity on September lOth.
The wife of a civilian employee of Andrews AFB, Maryland, observed something
in the sky near the airfield at 2:30 p.m.
Her report read:
"The object was described as shiny, metallic, elliptical with no exhaust
visible and emitting no sound.
Its size "lo.'as roughly that of a half dollar.
I t was at considerable height, its angle of elevation being approximately 70 degrees in relation to the observer.
The sighting lasted two
to three minutes during which the object moved rapidly back and forth over
a short arc.
Finally the object rose rapidly and disappeared." 90.
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September 11th.
"Salami."
A Miami, Florida, resident by the name of Abe Friedman looked through binoculars at something zipping through the air that had the appearance of a
small "salami."
A Weather Bureau official suggested that Mr. Friedman had
simply seen a small cloud reflecting light. 91.
September 12th.
"Worst than Frankenstein."
The CIA's worst fears were realized September 12th when the eeriest UFO hoax
ever caused nationwide amazement and was later judged by ABC news as o ne o f the
top ten feature stories of 1952.
The whole business was triggered by a spectacular meteor which blazed a c ross
the night skies east to west over a five state area of Maryland Tennessee
Pennsyvania, Ohio, and West Virginia, a little after 7 p.m .
~he firey b~ll
appeared "awfully low" .to observers as i t sped from horizon to horizon.
The
sight produced a rash of flying saucer reports to police, newspape rs, and t he
military.
As the meteor came into view over Flatswoods, West Virginia, a Mr.
G. D. Hoard was out in his front yard scattering feed for his chickens so he
able to get a good look at the fireball.
While he watched, a bright fragment broke off, and before the meteor passed out · of sight over the horizon ,
it exploded. 92.
On the other side of a ridgeline, some distance from Hoard's plac e , in a
pasture at the base of craggy rise. named Fisher's Hill , a 400 foot· height t opp ed
by a grove of trees, five boys ranging in age from 10 to 13 were playing ball.
As the bolide flashed across the evening sky it became obscured by the top of
Fisher's Hill and one boy wondered whether the firey phenomenon had landed on .
the summit.
One "boy yelled : "Look, there's a flying saucer!" 93. ·Still anot her
youth shouted that maybe there is a "Man from Mars" inside who will leap o ut and
grab you! 94.
While this was happening,an A. Lee Stewart and his friend Bill Steots were
nearby at a gas station.
Both men had had a little to drink and were fe e ling
good.
They noticed the excited boys across the way and were within earsho t
of the "spaceman-saucer" yells .
As a lark the two men drove up the old wagon
path that led to the top of Fisher's Hill to find nothing except for a few c ows
in the woods.
From there they went t o the offic e of the Braxton Democra t
owned by Stewart's father.
Being a bit intox icated the two c oncoc ked a wild
monster tale that remains to this day enshrined in West Virginia folklore. In
addition to the text, the men drew a picture of their weird boogie-man. 94 . It
was a typical monster yarn that makes the rounds of taverns of rual communit ies ;
like the eight foot tall smelly giant that had the entire Murphysboro, Illino is,
police force looking for it in 1973; or the seven foot creature with red go lfball eyes that suppesitively terrorized the citizens of Coral Stream. Il l inois ,
in 1974; or "Momo , " a glowing orange-eyed, pumpkin-headed . c ritter that exc ited th e
community of Louisiana, Missouri, until the joker's costume was found ; t o say
nothing of the "enormous, moldy-smelling biped," 12 feet high and we ighting a
1,000 pounds, that made_ loc al headlines aro und Sister Lakes, Michig an, one y ear
until investigators discovered that the story was merely a wildly exagg era t ed
accidental encounter between a drunk and a pair of lovers in the woods.
Such
tales have similar elements, big bodies, big eyes, and a bad case of B,O .
Braxton County Sheriff Robert Carr, whose offic e was in Sutton, was investigating a report of a "crashed aircraft" near the town of Franklin , the sighting
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evidently caused by the passage of the big meteor, while talk of a "monster"
at Flatwoods circulated in Sutton, so it was almost an hOur before the Sheriff arrived at Fisher's Hill and climbed to the top.
He had been preceeded
by local Flatwoods residents, Junior Edwards and Joey Martin, who searched
the hilltop a mere half hour after the supposed occurrence; and a Max Lockhart,
who sold appliances in town, who reached the grove of trees just before Carr.
None of these men saw or smelled a thing. 95.
The Sheriff learned that there Yas suppose to be a number of people involved: a grown woman, Kathleen }1ay, a 17-year-old youth by the name of Gene Lemon,
and five kids.
Carr began to question everyone and it Yas his impression the
excitement was due to mass hysteria. 96.
Brief newstories appeared in the press on September 14th with more substantial ones a day later.
We will postpone further discussion until that date.
Scully's work under fire.
Speaking of frabrications, the September issue of True magazine carried an
article that put an end to what the author touted as the "greatest scientific
hoax since the Cardiff Giant."
Exposing the deception took four months and
n0 little money.
The result was some investigative work that would have impressed the CIA.
Investigative journist J.P. Calm Yas enlisted by the newspaper the San Francisco Chronicle, and the magazine True, to determine if the
public wasbeing fooled by Frank Scully's book Behind the Q):ing Saucers published in 1950.
In the tYo years since some 60,000 hardback copies had been
sold as well as many paperbacks.
The fame of the book was world-wide.
That the book was a gigantic poax was apparent ~o a journalist of Cahn's
caliber who called the work "loudly bad" as he picked out garbled scientific
concepts, con·trad ict ions, and many rudimentary mistakes.
There were a number of things that annoyed Cahn.
Some book reviewers,
who should have known better, didn't give Scully's book the stinging rebuke
·it deserved, instead went as far as being amusedly tolerant.
Henry Holt,
a reputable and vernerable firm and Scully's publisher, troubled itself to
preface the book with impressive praise of the author, giving him high marks
for probity, care, and caution.
_
Although Scully approached his subject with what Cahn recognized as a
"pitchman's shallow glibness," the Variety columnist had a mighty ally, the
snowballing mystery of UFOs which seemed to make anything possible.
Most distrubing of all to Cahn(the CIA and the military YOuld no doubt
agree) was the bad taste of Scully's humor. · l.'rote Calm: "It accused mil itary officials of ou r government of being a pack of 1 iars and blackmailers."
97.
True to high journalistic standards, Cahn talked to Scully in person in
private to give the man a chance to offer a modified slant to his views.
Cahn wrote!"Although the oral version was not one whit clearer, it was considerably more vehement, particularly the portions dealing with government
officials Yho deny t h e existence of the saucers." 98.
Other UFO items for the 12th.
The Meridional News Agency reported a sighting of a UFO over the Brazilian
city of Belern located at the mouth of the Amazon, but without more access to
the foriegn press no mo re can be ascertained about this incident.
BLUE BOOK files do contain a report a fey lines long submitted through official channels that tell of a sighting by a ~1r. and Mrs. David Kole, civilian
ground observer volunteers, of a "greenish-white light with a red rim" which
was under observation for 35 minutes.
It Yas first siehted at 2!30 a.m. at
Allen, Naryland. 99.
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September 13th.
An item in the South China Morning Post referred to an informant in Hon g

Kong who was said to have seen~ar-like lights in an arc , or semi-circular formation, sweep over the British coloney at 1:45 p . m.
When the lights
entered a small cloud, the glowing points were not totally obscured. 100 .
At 5:00p. m. September 13th a mysterious white cigar- s haped object wa s
seen hovering just east of the moon as seen from at a sit e in Ft. Worth, Texas.
After 18 minutes the witness claimed the object shot away t o ward the south so
quickly he was unable to follow it with his eyes. 101.
At Riudoso, New Hexico, after dark(no exact time available) t he evening of
the 13th over 30 townspeople viewed a UFO which hover ed a half hour over the
community.
The operator of an ice cream parlor, Mr. C.J. Fox, desc ribed the
object as a gold-orange body as big as the full moon.
At sundown it rose
straight up to a higher posit ion whe r e it remained as a star-1 ike point until
it finally vanished. 102.
Air Force Captain Wells Hobler(inactive reserve) encountered a meteor-like
body over Allentown, Pennsylvania, at 7:40 p.m.
Flying a Beechcraft Bonanza,
a civilian plane , at 10,000 feet, Hohler sighted a flamin g orange-red "fat f oo tball" diving at an angle of 30 degree .
Startled since the object appeared to
be only 200 yards away, Hobler jerked at his controls to evade.
He swore the
object also went into a 65 degree climb shortly thereafter! 103.
Blue-white in color, a strange object flashed over Santa Barbara, Ca lifor nia, 8:40 p.m.
It was in sight for 30 seconds as it zoomed in a flat traj ect ory and then rose rapidly befor e b e ing lost from view by the witness. an Air
Force pilot at the helm of a C-54. 104.
September 14th.
A peek at confidental military Intelligence records rev eals official int e rest in a UFO during Operation Kainbrace, a North Sea NATO naval exercise . The
witness · was a Danish Lt. Commander, second in command of a destroyer, who was
sailing just north of the island of Bornholm in the Baltic.
It was lat e , 1 0 :
13 p.m., when three bluish objects in triangular forma t ion passed- by at an estimed 3,000 feet.
The objects chang ed course from a bearing of 320 degr ees
to one of 240 degrees in about 7 seconds.
The formation 's speed was estima ted at 1, 500 kilometers per hour.
American Intellig ence commented:"Discription and location indicate possible Soviet jet activity if estimat es of
altitude and speed are discounted." 105.
·
"Saucer stampedes herd . 11
Flying saucers hovering at tree top level --a fantasy?
Well not ac cording
to scoutmaster DesVergers,andthen there was the curious testimony of Mr. a nd
Mrs. Wendell Wells, and ' now here have another in the sam e general area !
Very early Sunday morning{4:JO a . m.) , September 14th, near Belle Glad e,
Florida, .which is directly west of West Palm Beach on the south shore of Lak e
Okeechobee, an employee of the Ev e r g lades Experimental Station, Mr. Fred J.
Brown, was preparing to feed a dozen cows.
He put a stop to his work when
he heard a loud humming sound he compared to the humming made by high voltag e
lines.
This was so unusual Brown went to the Barn door and peeked outsid e .
He could see nothing that might be causing the sound but did notice that the
cows, instead f)f crowding near the door to be fed as wa s their habit, had fl e d
to the far side of the pasture as if frighten by something.
Seeing the rea ct ion of the cows,; Bro1o19 stepped out the door and glanced around, finally discovering the source of the sound when he looked up.
There, up in the sky and

29
ln a'slow descent was a round object about 35 feet in diameter.
It wasn't
a balloon but a definite saucer-like craft with red and yellow lights, alternately spaced, in a row around the rim on the underside.
Brown did not eet
a good look at the top and said he saw no "windows" or other such openings.
The object lost altitude in an apparent controlled descent and only stopped
when it reached a point about 40 feet from the ground.
Since it hovered over
the barn, i t must have seemed even closer.
According to Brown the object came
within 20 feet of the treetops in the vicinity.
The "saucer," or whatever,
did not hover when it halted its soft fall for it then moved horizonally and
was quickly lost from view.
The sight "unnerved" Brown but he regained his
composure and herded the cows(there were a few horses too)back to the barn
where he could do some milking. He didn't get very far because the object
returned, passing north to south at about 30 mph in a slight climb, bathing
the barn and pasture in strong light and leaving behind an acrid odor. This
was too much for the live stock which ran off for the second time,and it was
too much for Hr. Brown who did some running himself, fleeing to some nearby
houses to arouse the occupants to confirm he was not seeing things. The object wa s long gone before he get any other witnesses so he tried once again
to round up the cows and finish his chores. There was no furher appearances
by the object but Brown's troubles were not over, the cows' milk production
dropped f~om the usual 25 gallons to a mere 5-6.
That afternoon production
was s till down but not by so IIIUch.
When Bro wn talked to the press he said
he dido 't mind working so early in the 1110rning in the dark and wasn't afraid
of anything natural, but what he saw was something he had never in his life had
ever encountered . His thought was that it was some sort of blimp but he had
b een puzzled by the lack of propellers, motors, or any openings. 106 .
"Blue watermelon."
Possibly there is some connection with the "fat fooball" spotted at Allentown, Pennsylvania, on the 13th, when on the 14th, some 70 miles to the south~est at Middletown, Pennsyivania(outside Harrisburg), a "blue watermelon" was
obs erv~.
Two civilian guards checking auto s at the west gate of Olmsted AFB
s:l.ghted an object in the sky they were sure was not a shooting star.
It resembled, they said, a large "watermelon glowing a brilliant blue." The guards
also noticed a humming sound (see story above) that stopped when t'he object
passed out of sight.
When first spotted, the "m e lon" was motionless, and then
it rose s lightly followed by a .move laterally until it became obscured by the
t erra in.
The duration of the sighting was estimated at 3 minutes.
The in vestigating Air Force officer took note of the low visibility weather condit ions at the time of the s ighting which, in his op inion, would produce visible
beams from any naviga tion lights which suggests that an aircraft was not responsibl e. 107.
"Da ncing ball."
The comment of the witness, a school teac her, i s probably the most menorable aspect o f the September 14th, Fairfax , Viriginia, UFO case.
A "ball of
white light " su rrounded by a big corona was wat c hed for four minutes. The
UFO, seen at 3 : 1 5p .m., jumped around(see drawing) .
The schoolteacher said
she had never seen a nything like it:"I was part i cularly impressed with the
swift darting movement which gave me an idea that t he object was alive and not
l i ke a mechanical device." 108.
Excitement mounts a t Sutton.
Meanwhile, at Su tton , West Viriginia, Sheriff Carr's office received a s l ew
of phonecall s from "mon s ter hunters," and represent ives of the news media. Mrs.
Ma y, the only adult involved, became famous overnight.
Radio and television
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s t a t i on s insist ed on tape rec ordings of t he woman d escrib ing the "encounter . "
We'll r e t u rn to this story later.
More strange activity up no rth.

A "red cigar. "

A r eddish " cigar" was observed to the west of t he town of Whit e Lake, South
Dakota, b etween 7 and 7:30p.m. Septemb er 14 th .
The " cigar 's" l ongi t ud inal
axis was parallel with the horizon as it moved west before veering south,
aft e r which it was l ost from sight .
Three "puffs o f smoke" were spott ed to
the rear of the object and the observer felt the UFO may have been responsible.
The wi tness was the Post Supervisor o f the local Ground Observ er Corps who insisted the o bject had a defin i te outline.
A similar object had been seen three weeks b efo r e in the same a rea.
The intense red color may hav e been from the setting sun which was o nl y ha~ f
way below the horizon.
Whether it produced the rest of the phenomenon i s an
No aircraft or balloons were known to b e in
an swer b est left to the experts.
a r ea. 109 .
" Greenish-white cigars."
Th is report may be an illusion but i t is too int e r e sting to be excluded . On
September 14th at 9:10 p.m. the wi tness wa s watching a movie at a Drive-in on
the outsk irts of Bilox i, Mississippi.
The c it y of Biloxi, whic h looks out
over t he Gulf of Mexico, is in a region of warm, moist air and wild electric
storms which may play tricks with t he eye.
Anyway, in the dark sky t o the
east of the witness in this case, a cigar- shaped , greenish-white body was seen
which was so unu s ual t he witness stopped looking at t he screen and concentrated
hi s gaze on the phenomenon .
The first thing that ha ppened was that the
object, if that is what it was, b egan t o l ose it s br ightness , a characteristic
immediately noticed since in the witnes s 's opinion the "thing" was much b right er than any cloud.
While losing it s lumino s ity, the object c hanged shape to.
a hal f moon(a disk rolling o ver ?) and climbed straight u p out of sight.
Af ter five minut es the same, or s imila r, object reappeared in the same spo t
growing . ever brighter as time passed.
The witness did not say what shap e but
the latest manifestation remained visible until 10:10 p.m. at which time it
" broke up."
The way the witness u sed the words c ould mean it came apart, or
that it climbed straight up as the previous objec t.
Whatever th·e fate o f the
first image/object, or the second, a third now appeared at a sightly higher
posit ion and further east.
This last sky phenomenon "as not seen t o chang e
in a ny way b e fore the witness left the Drive-in at 11:00 p.m. 110.
Another Lubbock????
Scanning Air Force files one comes across many sketchy reports but t here is
one dated September 14, 1952, that is delinated elaborately.
It contain s
some complicat ed diagrams and nume rous sheets of t yped paper concerning some
st range sky activity the nig ht of the 14th.
A s t udent of t he UFO myst ery
would have to say that t he author of the materia l frabricated t he account aft er
studying the famous Lubbock, Texas, incidents of Au gust 25, 1 951 ; or he has
provided · some v aluable new evidence that could have a bearing on the old c a se.
The prime witn ess was a Mexican eng in eer(thus the f anc y report), his wife,
a nd the wif e 's elderly parents.
The engin eer and his wife were seated i n a n
auto parked i n front of their home in southwest El Paso, Texas .
Th e wife
wa s in the right front seat with a good v iew o f t he s ky to the east.
At 11:
30 p .m. she caught sight of something in the ea s tern heavens and call ed her
husband • s attention to it.
It seems that v ery high up a group of 12 -15 lights
appeared , passed swiftly overhead, and then vanished before growing smaller
a nd reaching the horizon.
It was a guess of course, but the enginee r put the
lights at a 10-15 mile altitude and moving at 4,000 mph.
The objects seemed
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to oscillat e.
At 11 : 45 p.M. a second group seept overhead followed by a third at midnight,
appearing in the western heavens in a semi-circular formation and disappearing to the south.
The witness said he detected an odd shifting within the
formation's left wing, movement of a sinosodical nature of the individual elments.
The most interesting formation of the night appeared when the sixth group
flashed by at 12:45 a.m.
It was ' of a "y" shape with the l eg of the "Y" in
the lead.
Group number seven, in s~i-circle form, zoomed through the starr y vault at
1:00 a. m.
Again a sinosodial shift wa s seen, on this occasion in the leading
portion of the arc of the formation.
A final manifestation was observed a t 1 :2 0 a .m . when a sem i-circular fo rmation came out of the southern sky end disappeared in the same direction.
A watch was maintained fmr :.hours afterward,and the next night ,but no mo re
of the sky lights were seen. All of the lights seen had v a nished abruptly
without getting smaller or reaching the horizon .
The witness insisted on
calling the lights "spheres" and claims they were of the same size and were
equally spaced.
The lights were vis ible through an icy haze that hun g between 10,000 and
15 , 000 feet.
It could be that the haze produced a rare illusion.
There were no "Lubbock-type" V-formations seen, unl ess the "Y" form is
counted, but it should be remembered that one of the Lubbock formations was
a semi-circle like the ones mention in this case .
The equal spacing, equal
size, the round white spots, and the brief flashby , ar e all similar to the
Lubbock incidents. 111.
September 15th.
The continuing Flatwoods story.
Among those who flo c ked to Flatwoods was naturalis t Ivan T. Sanderson, investigating for ~ lll&gazine and the NANA newservice.
Like the rest, Sanderson .relied primarily on A. Lee Stewart as a source and his account vas much
The United Press' version read, f or
t he same to be found in the newspaper s.
example:

"'A short time after a meteorite --or something- - blazed across this
town la st Friday and seemed to land nearby, an evil-smelling, green
bodied monster 12 feet tall wit h bulging eyes and cla wy hands sent
s even young citizen s running for t heir lives.
'"A.Lee St ewart , who with his father publishes the Braxton County Democrat, saw mysterious traces of what ever it wa s, a nd h ere's his story :
'"It was about 7 : 1 5 p.m. when this meteor it e, or something , was s upposed to have b e en seen that I wandered down the st r eet and the people
t o ld me about having seen it.
Then, a little while later, this call
comes in from Flatwoods, a town about f ive miles a way .
"'Mrs. Kathleen Ma y and six boys had gone up the h i ll to where th is
thing was supposed to have land ed , and they could see fla s hes of light
--flash, flash, flash, three or fou r times --coming from the top of the
hill.
"'Ast:heykind of eased around a little bend in the r oad, there, in t he
shadows, t hey saw a pa ir of eye s .
There wa s a peculiar odor --a very
s i c kening hot, stuffy smelling odor.
".'The oldest boy --he's 1 7 - - threw a fla shlight on it.
All the rest
of t hem saw it too .
The boy fell over backwards and all the people
t ook to their heels and came running back to town.
"'Th~ysa id it was about 11 or 12 feet high, and had a shin y, metallic
kind of face and protruding eyes.
lt s body was green.
It had out -
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str'etched hands --sort of clawy looking hands.
"When they all got back to town, they gave the boy a dose or two of
smelling salts, and called police.
"'Of coursP., ' said Mr. Stewart, 'the state pol ice weren't in, but next
morning the sheriff and some other people went up, and naturally I went
along to investigate.
I took my camera with me.'
"Atop the rugged, tangled hill, there was no trace of a meteorite, but
there was an area 'all trampled down,' Mr. Stewart said.
He said that
he could still smell traces of the peculiar odor.
" There were two tracks.
They looked like skid marks, about a foot
wide, car length apart, and about ten yards long, Mr. Stewart said. He
said you couldn't get an auto up that hill.
"Mr. Stewart and the deputies took Gene Lemon, the 17-year--{)ld, along
with them.
11
'We had to coax him to go back,' Mr. Stewart said.
"And I tried every
way to tear this story down.
But they all told the same story and they
all stick to it.
'"! 've never seen people in more fright.
"'I don't know what they saw, but they sure saw something on that hill.
"'Of course, at twilight, you can see lots of things.
They could have
seen an owl sitting up there in a tree, and put a body under it. "' 112.
There you have the story of the "Monster of Braxton County" as told b y its
chief spokesman A. Lee Stewart, in fact few others are ever quoted in regards
to the incident which makes Stewart's claim that .he faked the story very creible.
The sequence of events after the boys got excited over the meteor are a
According to another news story filed by the United Press we can
1 ittle vague.
pick out some information that arranges things in the following fashion.
When the meteor passed out of sight over the crest of Fisher's Hill, two of
boys playing ball, young sons of Kathleen May, WE'>lt home and exclaimed about
·about a "flying saucer" that had landed on C.ll. Fisher's farm(The UP article
gives that version but Gray Barker asserts the investigatinP, pa'!:ty only expected
to find a meteor).
The boys' mother, Mrs. May, andthe two sons returned to the
hill, along the way they picked up 17-year-old Gene Lemon and three of other
young ball players.
It might be accepted as fact that the group did climb
the hill and were scared by something like an owl on a limb since Stewart, in
his confession, makes no disclaimer as to that part of the story.
Nor is it
clear just what happened at this point i f it was a hoax by Stewart.
I t is
aBreed that the first person Mrs. May and the. others contacted was Stewart .
Stewart was in his newspaper office in Sutton, miles away, and only arrived on
the scene some 3 0 min.utes after the incident had happened ,apparent! y having
been phoned by Mrs. May. The best guess is that Stewart ·decided to build on
the May report there in his Sutton office, coming up with some wild details
with his friend Bill St eots , and then drove back to Flatwoods to "run the
show."
When he arrived the others either agreed to eooperate or remained
impassive as to scuples.
Emotionally the witnesses did manage to work themselves up to a degree.
Stewart took charge and led the first few investiga-··
tors to the top of the hill a half an hour after the• supposed "encounter.'"
As we have noted, the state police and the sheriiff were busy elsewhere and so
they did not arrive immediately.
The late arrival of authorities no doubt helped to spread the excitClllent, in fact, wild rumors took off.
Panic.
The day before, September 14th, a fantastic yarn appeared in the Charleston,
West Virginia Tlaily Hail:
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"About 9 p.m. a large white disc landed in a field in the suburbs,
throwing off sparks as it landed.
Shortly after, two figures, all in
red, climbed out, and climbed up a tree.
A crowd collect ed and wat ched from a safe distance.
Seeing the crowd, the two figure s went back
to the disc, which then took off, rising very fast and disappearing into
the sky.
I.ight s on the base of the object threw a red 1 i g ht on the
tree.
After the disc had gone , a large burned s pot appeared on the
gras s and a strong odor of sulphur lingered for a long time thereafter."

113.
Panic spreads to Wheelinu.
A further report came out of Wheeling, West Virginia:
"The gas-breathing, green-eyed monster of West Viriginia again was r e ported on the loose tonight.
"Telephone calls from anxious residents of the Vineyard Hill housing
project flooded switchboards at the police d e partment and the Wheeling
Intelligence asking for confirmation of rumo rs that the '10-foot monster from another world' was roaming about their community.
"Police said one person asked i f it were true that the 'horribly burn ed body of a woman' was found on Vineyard Hill and whether a policeman
had been burned mysteriously about the arms.
"Detective Howard Millard, who declined a r equest for a policeman to
stand guard duty at Vineyard Hill, said:
"'The only green-eyed monster I ever saw was a jealous woman.'
"Police blamed the rumors on the active imag inations of newspaper
readers who read stories about a fire-breathing monster with BO gadding about the woods near Sutton Friday night . " 114 .
Akron Astronomy club.
The Air Force strongly suspected that a meteor had trigged the West Virginia flap and when confirmation was received from the Astronomy club of
Akron, Ohio,the military considered the case closed.
The c lub 's report is
preserved in BLUE BOOK records:
"Fireball - September 12, 1952.
From about 30 degrees no rth of east t o 30 degrees
south of west.
Angle of flight: About 30 degrees from the horizontal.
Duration:
5-6 seconds.
About twice the diameter of the moon at zenit h , but
Size:
believe the object loa ked larger than it actua lly
was because it was so near the horizon.
Time:
Approximately 7:00p.m. E.S.T.
Brilliant greenish white.
Color:
Egg-shaped with smaller radius in front. Bluish
Shape :
green at rear .
Assuming that it passed over Cumberla nd, Hd. in the
Di s tance:
flight to Flatwoods, West Virginia, it passed within
160 miles of Akron.
Was observed while passing through an arc of approxArc:
imately 45 d egr ees.
Length of
visible flight: Based on a distan ce of 160 miles from Akron and an
arc of 45 degrees, the flight was observed for approximately 135 miles.
Direction:
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Alt !tude:

When first observed, the object was about 65 miles above
the surfa ce of the earth.
Ground velocity: 25 miles per second.
Actual velocity: 27 miles per second." 115.
"We're not brothering with monster stor i es."
Ruppelt went along with the meteor hypothesis , evidently, because he makes
no mention of the story in his book on UFOs,but Keyhoe does.
Keyhoe's reaction to preliminary reports com ing out of Flatwoods was to attribute the excitement to hyst eria, nonetheless he kidded Al Chop about the sending of a mob of investigators to West Virginia.
Chop, unamused, snapped:"You
too?." 116.
Chop remarked that no one at Intelligence was giving the Flatwoods
flap a serious thought .
A meteor had zoomed over the place and people there~
abouts d reamed up the rest.
That, asserted Chop, was the prevailing official
position,
Keyhoe could buy that, but he then c hoose to veer off on a more
sensitive subject .
Taking cognizance of the volatile press activity, Keyhoe
sugges ted that the situation could eet out of hand if authorities didn't squelch
i t since the menace idea had gotten a big play, particularly in the wake of the
Des Vergers story.
That did not budge Chop who insisted that the uproar would
subsid e.
Keyhoe rated the Flat\IOods inc ident higher than the Des Vergers one
in the menace d e partment since it had a terrifying c reature scaring the socks off
the l ocal folks so why, Keyho e asked, sent Ruppelt to Florida and not to West
Virginia?
Chop repeat ed truthfully that the Des Verger s case was still lacking
some answers.
Pressed by Keyhoe, Chop retreated to saying that BLUE BOOK did not have the
funds and manpower to check "every crazy report."
Keyhoe felt that a n swer did
not hold water and noted that civilians were rushing to the scene and taking
over.
Did the military really want that to happen?
Later, Keyhoe learned
that the Air Force secured details of the Flatwoods by contacting the West Vir ginia police, and he heard a rumor, just a rumor, that two of the many magazine
writers questioning Mrs. May and the rest of the witness es were actually Intelligence agents acting clandestinely.
After giving the situation some : deep
thought, Keyhoe admitted to himself that just the act of sending Air Force investigators openly would inv ite hysteria. 117.
Gray Barker.
Disbelief and amazement fill ed Gray Barker the morning of September 15th as
he read the newspaper during breakfast.
Barker made a l iving operating a film
buying-booking agency in Clarksberg, West Virginia, but he had a private passion
--flying saucers.
That morning in the Cl arksberg restaurant Barker eyes came
aero ss a United Press story about a "fly ing saucer Frankenstein 1110nst er." Barker
grew up on a farm near S utton which made him a natural for conducting an o n s it e
investigation.
Having done some professional writing over the year s, Barker
r equested authorization from the publication Fate to represent that magazine, although he would have done it for free but having the commission from Fate gave
him a good excuse for nosing around.
Fat e , which specialized in the supernat ural and t~e biz arre, instructed Baker to proceed, so after making arrangements
to be absent from his business f o r awhile, the would be saucer detect i v e made
plans to leave for Flatwoods on Friday, September 19th, a week late, but his
efforts would outshine all others . 118.
British Interplanetary Society.
The Assoc ia ted Press filed a sto r y from London on Se.ptember 1 5th which demos trated how ignorance prevailed about UFOs in Europe.
I t seems the people
ov erseas still considered flyin g ~~ucers an American problem.
The British I nt erplanetary Society, founded in 1933 and counting among its members many promin ent scientists, both Brit ish and non-Briti s h, discusse d flying sauc crs in the
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Society's September issue of its journal.
The editors explained the Society's
officia l stand on the controversy as a preferrence to retaining:" ... an open
mind, tinged with skepticism." 119.
The editors confessed that the organization
would like to believe that the flying saucers were space ships but it wa s:
11

• • • disturbed by the fact
that flying saucers show n o uniformity.
According to the accounts of observers they come in a wide variety of sizes
and shapes although the standard model usually spits green fire." 120.

If that was the best such a visionary and well informed group could do, one
coulrl only imagine how much the man-in-the-street in Europe knew about the UFO
phenomenon.
"Suspicious object. 11
What may have been an indication of the southern shift was a "suspicio us object" watched at Senegal, French West Africa, September 15th at 8 o'clock. An
amature astronomer by the name of M. Grivel sighted a red luminous spot in the
evening sky in the constellation Scorpio.
In a letter to . a French astronomical
Grivel discribed how the red spot moved slowly toward Saeittaruis, stopped abruptly, paused for a moment, and then traveled north, followed by a turn toward
the west. 121.
"Golden bronze ball."
A pilot for Lakeland Airways, Lynton Blow, was flying a plane near North Bay,
Ontar19, in Canada, on September 15, 1952, when he spotted a 30 foot wide(est.)
golden bronze ball below his aircraft and moving o n the same course as Blow.
For almost a half hour Blow watched the speeding sphere.
During one period the
round object displayed an awarene ss o f its environment, following a curving highway for miles.
Finally Blow put his plane in a dive straight at the "ball."
The thi,ng quickly vanished after flashing a silvery spark . 122.
Turkey.
There is another case dated September 15th concerning a report from the country of Turkey.
The report is an official document in BLUF. BOOK file s and it
is so faded some details are unreadable.
Still the mat e rial, such as it i s,
should be included here becaus e of three factors: l.)The appearance of th e object
was definitely saucer-like.
2. )The source of the report wa s three U.S. Air fo rce
noncoms.
3.)The speed was estimated at 1,000 mph plus and the flightpath erractic. The formentioned facts are the only bits of data l egible. 123.
Se ptember 16th.
Tinker AFB, Oklahoma, was visited by a circular object that elowed and dimmed,
and shifted back and forth.
It was visible from 9:00p.m . to 10:00 p.m. by a
couple of civilians located some five miles to the east of Tinker, as did an observer at the airfield during the same period. 124.
Another blue blob.
Control tower operators at Chanute AFB , Illinois, were thrown in confusion
when a "blue blob" carne into sight on a compass reading of 50 degrees from the
tower, disappearing a couple of times during the 45 minut es it was in view. Th e
peek-a-boo performance may hav e due to dense clouds because, altho ugh the sky was
black, the controllers could tell there was some overcast and that on occasion
a few clouds of a thin nature passed between the glowing blob and the tower which
failed to veil the phenomenon totally.
The tower operators were at a lost to explain the object.
F.xamined by binoculars, the brilliant mass was ten times the size of any star and had two satellite points of y ellow light.
One yellow point of light was off to the left
and somewhat above the center of the blob, while a second and similar point of
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Rough drawing of objeet seen by thr ee USAF momcoms
at a l ocation in Turkey. The t ext of the report in Air
Force BLUE BOOK is so badly faded it is mo st ly unread able.
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light was to the right and slightly below(See drawing). 125.
Mystery pair.
A pair of strange objects, perfectly round and glowing uniformly white, traveled abreast over Robins AFB, Georgia, 7:45p.m., September 16th.
The two
hovered for a few minutes during their passage.
Observers were mystified because the two objects were at an estimated 5,000 feet and did not give the 1mpression of being weather balloons, in fact the airbase weather unit and the
local civilian weather station at Macon Municipal Airport told investigators no
balloons were released that day.
An Air Force Hajor, a 1st Lieutenant, and a
Lt. Colonel, all filed UFO reports after viewing the objects.
One witness
claillled:" ••. on two occasions, both objects emitted a small bluish flame from the
underside.
The emissions were 30 seconds to a minute." 126.
Intruder at post 33.
At 4:38a.m. September 17th Cpl. Harold M. Blair, a military policeman with
the 8456th ~lilita~y Police Company, Killeen Base, Killeen, Texas, was on duty at
suard post 33 when an unusual aerial body was observed:
"Daylight had not yet started to break as yet, and Blair was looking
skyward observing the stars when he saw an object at approximately 1,000
feet altitude fly directly over his head.
The object was described as
about 10 feet across, and had a green flouresent appearance across the
front, and two six foot red flares flames protruding from the rear.
The
object was observed for approximately 2 to 3 seconds at: an estimated speed
of 700 to 800 miles per hour .
Approxilllately 2 seconds after sighting, a
peculiar sound, something like a model airplane engine, was heard.
The
object was traveling from southwest to northeast." 127.
Polarized light?
FUrther west, at Tucson, Arizona, two civilians reported six, flat, shiny,
flying objects in two flights of three each.
The two formations were suppose to
have been flying through passes in the mountains to the north of the metropolitan
area.
The report had a puzzling ending, stress ing that the fonnation was observed to have "faded from view" for some rea-son other than distance., another example of the "ghost-like" behavior of UFOs, something that Hynek was beginning to
suspect was not due to illusion or poor observing, but to some condition controlled by the UFO.
Consider this final comment of the forementioned Tucson report:
"Mr . Hollingsworth was wearing dark, Polaroid glasses and was able to see the objects for a longer period of time than his wife who wore no glasses." 128. Note
that Wells Alan Webb had a similar experience with observ ing a UFO while wearing
Polariod glasses which showed distinct dark bands around the UFO which were not
visible to the naked eye.
The reader is referred to Webb's book :Hars, The New
Frontier Lowell's HyPQthesis, pp.l26-127.
Should UFO watchers and surveillance
cameras be equipped with Polaroid lenses?
The only other domestic item on the 17th was a short mention in the Newark
Evening News, Newark, New Jersey, about a flaming red ball hovering over t he city
of Harris for some 20 minutes before taking off to the west.
The ball was suppose to have had a "tail."
September 18th.
The 18th is notable for its foreign UFO news .
The Stars and Stripes carried
a sto ry from Korea about six "spark-throwing cartwheels" seenaver thefront lines
by United Nations ground troops.
The aerial show appeared at 10:30 p.m. when t he
"wheels" were noticed moving in an orbit some fifteen feet in circumference. 129.
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Norway.
Elsewhere abroad the CIA filed a newsclipping from a Norwegian newspaper. The
item was translated and printed in the agency's Intelligence bullet in:
"On 18 September, at 1400 hours, three forestry workers who were working
outside Kirkanes noticed a flat, round object hovering motionless at about
sao meters altitude.
"The object appeared to have a diameter of 15-20 meters.
After the workers had observed the object for a while, it suddenly flew away at great
speed in a northwesterly direction.
"It appears that only these three workers saw the object; they swear, however, that their report is true." 130.

The CIA filed the above item under the subject heading:"military -Air, unidentfied objects." 131.
The Russians and UFOs.
"Flying saucers over Haifa" read the small headline of a news report from
Israel; a 10-12 meter long object, oval-shaped and trailing fire.
The object
was said to have flown 15,000 feet over Mt • Carmel on September 18th. It was a
minor UFO item as UFO reports go, but it smoked out some reactions from the Russians. 132.
The Russian reaction took place on October 18, 1952, so we will deal
with it on that date.
The Des Vergers case, futher inquiries.
The 18th also marked further inquiries about the scoutmaster case by E.J. Ruppelt. Capt. Ruppelt called Capt. Carney at West Palm Beach and asked the following quest ions:
"Q: Which deputy met Des Verg~ers coming out of the palmetto thicket on

the night of the incident?
A: Deputy Matt Parkins[Partin?).

Q: Were the samples of grass that were taken 50 yds from the location
of the sighting taken from a definitely shady spot or a spot that
was in the same relative amount of sunshine as the point where De
Vergers claimed to have been 'attacked. '?
A: The grass samples had been taken from a point where there was approximately the same amount of shade.
Q: Was Des Vergers' hat ever washed or ironed before it was supposedly

burned during the incident?
A: Capt. Carney did not know the answer to this but said that he would
obtain it.
He was requested to be rather discreet about this inquiry so that Des Vergers would have no idea we thought there was a
possibility that the hat might have been scorched while it was being
ironed.
Carney stated that he would obtain the info and wire it directly' to ATIC [AT1C conunent). 133.
One can see where Ruppelt was trying to understand how the roots of the grass
got charred, but just how the sun could do that is not spelled out.
Also, the
proper course of action, the taking of many more samples, apparently is not considered.

More European action.

)8

Up to now we have made ~ferences to UFO activity report ed over Morocco
and Alg eria.
On the lBt h a report was register ed a bit more to the east, at
Tripoli in Libya(Tripoli is at about the same latitude as Dallas, Texas).
A
story taken from an English language weekly published in Tripoli quoted an Englishman who witnessed the phenomenon at 10:40 p.m . local time .
The gentleman was with his wife at the moment :
"We were sitting on the balcony of the [Gov ernment T{)bacco tolono poly
Building) , •.. in Garlan, said Mr . Mallia to the Sunday Chibli, when
from the southeast at a height of some ten thou sand meter s , we saw a
circular light approac hing.
It had a tail of about 20 meters long
and this was also illuminated." 134.
The object was in sight about five miles when finally it vani shed out of
sight by making a vertical climb. 135.
A member of the Spanish Legat ion and his wife conf irmed the sig hting.
They
were relax ing in deck chairs in the yard of their villa when "t hey saw the thing
in the sky approach at a high altitud e, dive down, and then shoot upward.
It
was visible to them for about seven seconds. The Spaniard's wife was the first to
notice the object and said the thing left a glowing trail.
Four Italians nearby, who were also witnesses, were convinced they were viewing a meteor until the object zoomed upward. 136 .
September 19th just before noon.
"What on earth is that?"
The Dis hforth Aerodrome in Yorkshir e , England, i s adjacent to Topcliffe Naval
Base.
The followin g inc ident is sometimes called the "Topcliffe case."
The
principle witnesses were ten British officers and men that crewed a pair of fourengined Shackletons that operated out of Topcliffe for the Coa stal Command.
The
British a va itors had deplaned and were watching a twin-jet Met eor jet approach
that· had taken part in a No~th Sea NATO exercise codenamed "Operation Mainbrace. "
One of the British officers told an investigator for the Air Min i s try:
""It wa s 10:53.
The Meteor was corntnlt down from about 5,000 feet . The
sky was clear, visiblit y perfect .
The meteor was crossing the airfield
from east to west, when suddenly I noticed a wh ite o bject in the sky. I t
was round and silvery and circular, and seemed to be foll o wing the Met eor
at about two mil e s distance at a speed less than that of t he aircraft but
on the same course, though a littl e above it.
"'What on earth is that?'
I shouted.
My friends looked up where I
was pointing.
One of them said might be the metal cone c apping of the
Meteor's engine which had come off, while another thought it was just a
parachute,
But while we were still watchin g the disc we saw it reduc e
speed for some seco nd s and then begin to come down.
As it lost height,
it began to flutter like a leaf o r, if you pr efer, oscillate like a pendulum .
The Meteor swerved to circle the airfield befo re landing. The
objec t began to follow it but stopped dead after a few seconds.
It
seemed to . remain suspended in the air, revo lving like a top .
Suddenly
it t ook off, accel e r a t ed and flew off westwards at a terri fic speed before chang ing course and disappearing southeast . The whol e thing lasted
for about twenty seconds.
"While still in sight it seemed to change shape and become elliptical.
During the short time it was revolving whil e stationary, we could see it
shining in the sun.
It then seemed to me about the same size as a pursuit plane at the same altitude .
"We are all absolutely certain that there could be no que s tion of a
balloon, or an optical illusion, or an effect produced by t he Meteor's
jets.
It was a solid object.
I have nev er seen anything like that

*

Flight Lieutenant Jam

~1.

Kilburn 31, of Egremont, Cumberland.
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in the sky in all my life." 137.
The Royal Air Force takes a stand.
The forementioned ·incident received a good exposure in the news media since
it was released officially by the R.A.F. 138. In fact, Ruppelt was approached by
the R.A. F. • s representative at the Pentagon and was informed that the English
military could not ignore the impressive Topel iff incident and that henceforth
London would recognize UFOs as a valid mystery. 139.
A few words must be said about some photographs taken of some strange white
objects by an American press photographer by the name of Wallace Litwin, a member of a large group of journalists aboard the aircraft carrier Franklin Roosevelt covering operation Mainbrace.
Litwin took three photos of the object
passing over the fleet and for a while the incident was stamped "unknown."
Later Project BLUE BOOK compared the photos with similar photos of weather
balloons and became satisfied that a balloon was the answer.
Because of other
reports of UFOS coming in from the region like the Topcliff sighting, BLUE BOOK
made a major effort to confirm or discredit the weather balloon solution. 140.
There was speculation among students of the UFO mystery that the strange sky
wanderers were snooping on the Naval activity but the evidence indicates that
the reports were just part of the second UFO wave moving in a general southernly
direction.
"Golden olive."
A Frenchman was greatly surprised when a bright, unknown object appeared in
the heavens the night of September 19th.
He was driving on a deserted road in
the department of Yonne, near the village of Beine.
The shape and color of
the object reminded the witness of a giant "golden olive."
The gentleman was
a licensed pilot and who, as a living, manufactured aircraft.
His name was a
Mr. M.R. Sommer. 141.
The evening of September 19th.
Gray Barker arrives.
The evening of the 19th Gray Barker arrived in his old home town of Sutton,
West Virginia, just six miles from Flatwoods, and that Barker's investigation
would be superior was apparent from the start,for the first person he ran into
was a personal acquaintance who invited him to ~is home for a cup of coffee and
where they could discuss the monster business in a relaxed· atmosphere·. Over
coffee Barker • s friend said the monster yarn got no respect from the area residences ·Who knew the witn ess es and considered them to be "highly excit eable types,"
and that the so-called tangible evidence, the skid marks and gummy deposites of
an oil-like substance at the site, was from a tractor owned by a local farmer.
142 .
This little talk did n o t discourage Barker, but it did force him to take
a more realistic approach.
He resolved to check on the tractor angle aside
from his plans to talk separately with each witness.
Since he had got into town l a te, Barker retired for the night.
September 20th.
At 10:00 a.m. Saturday, September 20th,Barker was walking the streets of the
city of Sutton looking for people to interview. His arrival was ill-timed in that
the three people he most wanted to talk to, Mrs. May, Gene Lemon, and A. Lee
Stewart, were out of town, not having returned yet from New York where the trio
had appeared on the "We the People" television show to tell their story, thus
Barker was reduced to discussing the incident with others like the editor of the

l '. ' ,

! J.

h " l

'hl\•le l l(

...
~·

. .

I ,.,_E

.,

.

.5t-TJ

w-tr4. .

-See~

tll,.o~ 8 I~•KulllfU ~ J
1
.. rrtarecl ··~' 1-ht .~.~.... ~(~five
t~~i;o"' •if • tl ~·"'es

O"'L'f
'

T""o

40
Sutton new~paper, The Braxton Central, J, Holt Byrne.
Byrne offered no more
than an opinion, which he felt obliged to do since he was also the mayor of
Sutton.
As mayor Byrne had tried to calm t~e local folks by attributing the
excitement to a meteor and the meteor's "toxic gases," but an opinion was not
what Barker was after so he asked to be directed to those people who could give
some first hand evidence.
The mayor recommended 14-year-old Neil Nunley, one of
the boys that "saw the creature," plus a grownup who had seen the object "land,"
a Mr. A. M. Jordan.
When contacted, Mr. Jordan painted a verbal picture of an elongated fire ball
streaking across the sky, which correlated with other accounts, but he went on to
claim that the object halted in its course and then plunged toward the hilltop.
143.
This testimony, that the object had "landed" instead of passing over the
town of Flatwoods, gave strong support to the creature story.
Next Barker questioned Braxton County Sheriff Robert Carr who searched the
hilltop an hour or so after the "encounter."
The Sheriff told Barker he had noticed nothing at the site to make him believe something extraordinary had occurred.
Likewise, two young men, Junior Edward and Joey Martin, who lived near Fisher's
Hill and had reached the woods only some 30 minutes after the supposed incident,
asserted that they had seen nothing, smelled nothing, and heard nothing.
At
this point Barker was beginning to question the testimony of Jordan, asking himself why no one had seen the UFO leave the hilltop?
The Nunley boy was the next person on Barker's list and he found that the young
man seemed to be a good, sincere, eyewitness.
When questioned about the object,
Nunley discribed an object that was at variance with Jordan's, insisting on a "silver dollar" appearance instead of a firey meteor, however both agreed there was a
stream of fire trailing the aerial body.
After speaking with three others 13-year-old Eddie, 12-year-old Fred, 10-yearold Ronnie, and Tommy, also a 10-year-old, Barker got the impression they all agreed
the object hovered above the hill and then dropped earthward with a motion that resembled a "door falling down flatwise." 144.
This testimony would seem to support
Mr. Jordan, unless Nunley coached his younger buddies, but we have no evidence of
that, however one fact casts a shadow on Nunley's assertions. Mr. Jordan was Neil
Nunley's grandfather and the two lived in the same household so could they be considered strictly independent witnesses?
•
Later, when reviewing a tape recording of Nunley relating the sequence of events
after after he reached the crest of the hill with the others, Barker took note of
different points that conflicted with other versions.
For example, Nunley said
he saw a huge globular mass like a ball of fire sitting some 50 feet to his right.
Unlike the others, Nunley remembered no sounds during the few seconds the encountt er lasted.
Also, the projected beams of light emitted from the creature's eyes
were aimed at some point above everyone's head and not directly at them according
to Nunley.
And instead of a green body, Nunley had the impression that the portion of the creatrue's body below the head was colorless and dark.
Another aspect
that found Nunley at odds with the rest of the witnesses was in regards to the
creature's movement which he discribed as a smooth glide rather than a bobbing up
and down.
All told, Barker thought the differences venial and the basic story
in agreement.·
Barker then sought out the owner of the Sutton funeral home who was suppose to
have given first aid to some of the witnesses immediately after they returned from
the hill.
When approached the man gave a snappish answer that he had "been in
church that night," a reply that did not satisfy Barker since he l<new of no church
that held services on the night in quest ion and from the man's tone received the
impression he was getting the brushoff.
Was the man's atitude due to his knowing that the creature story was a hoax?
Another damper was that residents in the immediate area were incredulous and
made flippant remarks.
When Barker tried to to confirm that the flatten grass and ski marks had been
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made by farmer Brooks Fisher's tractor.
Fisher told Barker no farming equipment whatsoever was used at the location, espec ially a tractor which could have
never navigated the steep terrain at the site.
It was the testimony of the kids, Nunley in particular, that had kept Bark er
from writing up the affair as a wild frabrication.
On Sunday, September 21 st,
the principle witnesses were due back in town and Barke r looked forward to a s king
them their version of the "encounter." 145.
More from Singapore.
The Singapore Sunday Times carried an account of a prominent aerial pheno menon that put on~w~ts own in fu ll view of a crowd at an open-air concert
at the city of Kuching in Sarawak the evening of the 20th at 11:15 p . m. A brilliant green-white object streaked overhead from north to south .
Since a loud
screeching sound accompanied the 10 second passage(UFOs are invariably silent),
this report probably discribes a meteor.
The regional U.S. Air Attache, Capt.
Kirtwood C. Myers, wrote Washington:
"This is the fifth of the report s of the flying saucer in the MalayaBorneo area.
·The first three from Malaya described by the R.A.F.(R.A.F
jet contrail s ).
Although there has been 1 ittle speculation on the
later report from Sarawak, it is the consensus that the 'saucer ' was
probably an optical illusion and the sound a mere coincidence." 146.
More from Europe.
Official focus was on Europe where there was some concern over security involving NATO maneuvers.
Ruppelt remembered that one Pentagon Intelligence exp e rt
suggested that a "UFO watch" be maintained during Mainbrace operations, a hal fserious proposal. 14 7.
Even a "run-of-the-mill" UFO sighting in the North Sea region rated a military
C-1 priority teletype message from Europe to America.
According to the me ssage in question, a UFO report was forwarded from Manston AFB, England, which sa id
that' a man was fishing on a jetty in the vinicity of Margate, a c it y on the coast
that looks out over the mouth of the Thames to the north , and to the Straits of
Dover to the south, when he noticed some very strange objects in the sky to the
north which resembled flyine saucers.
A quartet of bright "dinner plat es" flying four abreast was seen by the witness passing east to west.
The incident took
place at 10:30 p.m. · on September 21 s t. A military invest igator noted that the wit ness was: " • •. quite emphatic and appear ed to be sensible a nd intelligence. " 148.
Another tel e type message forwarded through milita r y channels mentioned the Royal
No rwegian Air Force:"RNAF INVESTIGATING 2 OFFICIAL AND NUMEROUS VAGUE REPORTS OF
CIGAR SHAPED OBJECT SIGHTED OVER VARIOUS AREAS SOlrrHERN NORWAY .. . " 149.
September 21st.
Help!

Police !

Panic struck a city near Washington D.C. very early in the mo rning of Sunday,
Sept ember 21st.
A "UFO fleet" had made another of it s visitations but this time
there wer e no "ghosts on radar."
The "things " this time were quite vi sible to a
number of rel iable witnesses so the r e is no doubt "some thing" wa s in the air but
what?
One of the initial witnesses was a Mrs. Hazelwood of Centerville, Virginia,
who became annoyed by a strange smel l.
Her husband noticed it too and checked
outsirle t o see if anything was burning .
~Irs . Hazelwood' s daughter , Marie , fol lowed her dad to help loc ate the source of the awful odor .
Mr. Hazelwood and
Karie found that a light was coming from four strang e objects in the sky .
The
press later reported: "Harie Hazelwood said the light from 'whatever it was" threw
rays of light on her yard -- 'just like the early morning sun. '
'And the odor . . .
it sade my mother ill for a whil e ... "150.
Mrs. Hazelwood and her othe r daughter , 18-year-old Dorothy, also went• outside
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and VieJo~ed the
phenomenon.
Mrs. Hazelwood said the things were : " . •• colored
o range, red and blue and about the size of an automobile headlight, bouncing in
the cloudy sky above her home ••• " 151.
Excitedly, Mrs. Hazelwood phonned the
county police headquarters at 12:50 a.m. to complain of sollle 111ysterious objects
zoo~t~ing around over her h6use.
Subsequently many other phone calls from the
tiny (100 residents) community of Centerville deluged police requesting "help."

152.
A half dozen or so cops dashed out of the county station house and looked in
the direction of Centerville.
In the distance they could see the flashing of
what appeared to be a bright, whit e,head light in the sky with a small tail at
an altitude of 4,000 feet. 153.
Two officers wer e dispat c hed immediately t6 . Centerville to calm the panic ky
residents. Officers J ulian Burke and John Wahl were quickly on the scene:
"Burke reported the objects were the s ize of 12 quart buckets and appeared to be 2,000 feet high.
He saw four.
Mrs. Hazelwood saw six or
seven.
"Wahl said one of the objects hovered in the sky for a few moments, then
rose rapidly into the sky, trailing a blue flame." 154.
•
Burke also told the press:"One would pop out here and then a few seconds later
another would pop out there.
Weird ... we ird indeed." 155.
Another officer son joined the other two, Pvt . Dougl as Dunn, who told the r e porters:
" •.. the lights l ooked like a whit e ball of fire coming thru the clouds
They would get r eal bright and light up the sky and then sort of go up
and fade away.
I saw three or four of the~t~ at one time, but they weren't
in any format ion." 156.
Furthermore:"Asked i f they might have been reflection s or spotlight beams ,
Dunn replied: 'No, siree; they were solid objects.'" 157.
And then, at 1 :30 a . m.,an object appeared over the police station at Fairfax
from which Burke, Wahl, and Dunn had been dispatched!
Officer Marvin Eherell
r ecalled:
"It looked like a big auto headlight.
It made a circle, go t r~l bright
and then climbed ba ck up again.
It just kept that up.
It would come
down , get real bright, swing a circle. fade out, and climb back up again.
I t lig hted up the sky." 158.

This wa s too much for off icer Eherell.
He immediatel y phonned the Defens e
Authori ti es assured Eherell they w~uld invest i gat e.
Department.
At 9 a .m. the Air Force made a statement : "Right now, we have no idea what they
were.
They might have b een weather bal loon s or something." 159.
The r e wa s al so a r espon se from a civilian source:
"CAA said its radar control tower at National Airport not i ced nothing
on their radar screens.
They said, however, they did receive a call
f r om Fairfax police and a man who identified him self a s an Air Force
Captain saying they s aw the lights.
"All the stories the CAA heard agr ee in a l most every deta il , they
said." 160.
Gray Barker tal ks with Mrs. May. Stewart, and others .

On September 21st Gray Barker caught up wit h A. Lee Stewar t whose answers
mirrored quot es attributed to him in publishe d new s accounts so Barker learn ed not h ing new.
Back in town a l so was Mrs . May who had just returned from her appeara nce on televisio n in New York.
After talking with her Barker not ed that her
ver s ion of events:" .. . had taken on addition a l dimensions." 161.
The story as
no w t o ld by Mrs. May wa s o f a more int ense nature, fu rt he rmore she now claimed a
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ayste~ious g~ease-like

substance had soiled her beauticians uniform during a seccond visit to the hilltop.
Also, she withheld some information from Bar ker on
the grounds that the "government had put some restrictions on her int erviews ." 1t
took several·week.s, but eventually Barker met Hrs. May's father who made some
sense out of his daughter's actions.
It seems thata supposed official letter
from the U. S. government was sent Mrs. May explaining the UFO incident atop Fi s her's Hill as an accider~tal encounter with a secret military device utilizin g an
"aiiiiDonia-hydraz ine-nitr ic acid fuel," and that Uncle Sam desired no more public tty
be given the FlatWQods case until the secret project was formally made known, a
news diselosure t o be implemented in the near future . The ·so-called r eleased
date of the planned disclo s ure had come and gone · so t he father felt it was safe
to tell Barker that A. Lee Stewart had the details o f the "government report, "
yet when Barker confronted the co-editor of the Braxton Democrat he was merel y
shown a publicity release about an upconing article in Collier's magazin e writt en
by the editors detailing an envisioned moon rocket fueled by anmnia, hydrazine,
and nitric acid .
Evidently Mrs , May and her father had received quit e the ~ong
impression for their was absolutely no t hing "governmental" about the material.
Did Stewart eocourage the ~ong fJnpression?
Stewart confessed it was he that had
brought the Collier's publicity release to Hrs. Hay's and her father's attention .,
since he felt that seme of the art work resembled the monster. 162.
That explanation by Stewart brother Barker, and then there was another thing
that shook his confidence in the ~nster story.
For a wh1ie Barker believed he
had lucked out when he .met a Mr . Bailey Frame in a Birc h River tavern who made
the claim he had b een present in Flatwoods the night of the monster incident and
had seen a flattened, orange, ball-like object take off from the hilltop a halfhour or so after Mrs. May and the others had been routed by the "encount er ."
Frame said the object "circled for IS minutes(And no o ne else saw it?) befo r e
flashing away.
Here might be one of the important links Barker was seeking, so
Barke~ arranged to meet Frame later at a Flatwoods restaurant and from ther e t o go
the hilltop so the exact spot where the observation was made could be marked.
Barker waited and waited at the res taurarlt but Frame n ever showed up.
Wa s Fr a me
pulling Barker's leg?
Barker eventually questioned G.D . Hoard who had a good view from his far11 a s
the UFO swept over Flatwoods and had seen it explode without landing .
Barker
went to Hoa~d 'a farm and noted that the farmer had a clear view of the supposed
landing site yet had seen nothing in the way of objec t landing. 163.
By this time Barker may have suspected a hoax,but as one could tell by following his investigations, the hoax wa s hard t o pin down . We know much more now
after an article in the Charleston, West Virg inia, Dail y Mail, on necember 7 , 1977
under the heading:''Was 'Monster" A Hoax?
Are UfOs For Real? Hmmm, A Po s sibility . "
The article, by Adrian Gwin, is an interview o f A. Lee Stevart who conf esses faking the lllOnster story. 164 .
Helena, Montana.
Meanwhile little was occurring with the exc eption of a white dot viewed by sc ores of residents in Helena, Montana, on September 20th, which a CAA offic ial felt
was "probably" the planet Venus. 165 .
September 21st .
Mystery mass over North Africa.
Something shot over North Africa and the press carried numerous eyewitness acc o unts that suggested some object of a strange nature .
The newspaper.!: 'Echo du
Maroc remarked on the object's rectilinear flight plath and voted in favor of a
meteor explanation since the body of the object was in candesc ent, yet the paper
accepted eyewitness guesses that put the object at a conventional aircraft height
of about 3,000 feet?
Reports had come in from various places in the region : Meknes Safi, Marrakech,
Fez, Azexmour, and Casablanca, to name a few, a good indication that it was a
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meteot passing over at high altitude, but all reports say the object travelled
east to west at a low altitude and a low speed. 166.
One discript ion given in the Casablanca Haroc-Presse 111ent ions:" .•. a flaming,
globe-shaped mass trailing white smoke in puffs, as though puff followed an explosion --the object stopped short a moment and revolved on itself, emitting a
shower of sparks about its cone. 11 167.
An airliner in the landing pattern at Casablanca was doing 200 mph and flying at 1, 500 fee t when the meteor zipped by the plane.
The airliner pilot b e lieved that the objec t passed to his left about 150 feet away.
This estimate
may well have been wrong but an aircraft mechanic on the ground at the Casablanca field claimed that he watched the luminous object pass between himself
and the plane. 168.
Did it come from France?
There may have been a connecting between the manifestation over Morocco with
another aerial body over southern France at the same time(The French report s occu rred at 7:30 p.m. and the North African ones at 6:30 p.m. which is the same
time since Morocco is an hour ahead of France.).
A Frenchwoman, Noella Senegas, beheld a "giant, glowing, metallic, cigarshape sweep soundlessly over the city of Aix in a southwest direction.
Said
Mme Senegas:"I would never have thought that this thing was a shooting-star or
meteorite --it was too slow." 169.
Fifteen miles further south, over Marsilles, a Christiane Laine saw a "bluish
neon tube" come out of the northeast.
In his car and stopped at a red light,
Laine viewed the noiseless phenomenon approach on a gradual downward slant. The
brilliant luminous blue:" ••. seemed to come from a kind of band running along the
entire length." 170.
September 22nd.
Mystery body over Libya.
An Engli shman and his wife were strolling Gladdat Idris avenue in Tripoli,
Libya, 8:30 September 22nd, and had just reached the Cafe Deller Post where there
was a good view of the Mediterranean when they saw "it."
Out over Fhe sea a
brilliant ball of 1 ight the apparent size of a football.
The two witnesses estmated that the fiery object was about 10 miles off shore traveling northwest . 171.
A ·UFO "lands" at Yaak, Montana.
Here is a story that is certainly wort.h exploring .
The reader of these line s
Well, in 1962
may have noticed a persistent UFO activity in the Montana region .
a Mr. Rex Me Cracken wrote an inter esting letter to a magazine discribing an incident that is seemin gly unbelievable,but the fact that }lantana was a "hot" tlFO
activity area may lend the a ccount some s~pport.
Me Cracken's introductory remarks were moderate and rational.
He stated that
hack in 1952 he was a resident of Bonners's Ferry, Idaho, and about 60 miles down
the road to the east, in the state of · Montana on the Yaak River, was the 680th A.
Because of rugged terrain,
C. & W. Squa.dron, an Air Force Air Defense radar site.
Bonner's Ferry wa s the most accessibl e community to the radar site and personnel
from the unit often visited to relax during off duty hours, even completing in
local civilian baseball leagues .
Being friendly with the townfolk, Air Force
personnel told Me Cracken and others that on the evening of September 22, 1952, a
"UFO landed" n ear the radar site, breaking down some small trees in the process.
According to the story he heard, Me Cracken related that some two dozen officers
and men approac hed the object which did not lie still but "jumped lik e a frog
several times" and then took to the air , escaping from the men closing in on it.
One officer was said to have detect ed "movement insid e" the UFO.

The next morning some senior Air Force officers arrived at the site and convended a meeting that lasted the entire day.
Me Cracken was not privy to anysensitive
information but he did learn something after being told of the "landing" by a
friendly airman.
Word spread around town that the guard around the radar site
had been increased and the men at their posts had orders to shoot, an unprecedented instruction.
Highly curious, Me Cracken nonetheless learned little more because site personnel were forbidden to talk about the incident, and his duties of
distric~ fire warden kept him very busy.
One of Me Cracken's best friends was a
noncom
from the site who did confide that UFOs were often seen on the unit's
radar screens and that such targets seemed to be aware they were being scanned.

172.
There is nothing in military BLUE BOOK files about a "landing," at least in
declassified records, but directly south of the Yaak location, some 300 miles, near
Boise, Idaho, only hours after the supposed landing at Yaak, something suspious was
spotted in the sky.
BLUE BOOK files tell us:
"Flying Tiger A/C 984, Southwest bound at 12,000 feet, reported sighting
strange stationary light in sky, estimated 15,000 feet, changing color.
Aircraft was on heading of 12 0 degrees.
Object was directly off nose of
aircraft at 11 o'clock.
Location of sighting was directly east of Boise
at approximately 0200 hours, 23 September 1952.
"At 021(4?Jhours, Boise, Idaho, sighted some objects on a bearing of 100
degrees from the station.
Objects appeared to move from side to side and
up and down." 173.
More September 23rd UFOs.
A woman volunteer at a GOC post atop the Lido Club, Newport Beach, California,
called the regional Filter Center to report an overflight of a V-formation of orange glowing cigar-shaped objects at 2:35 a.m.
Passing too quickly at low altitude to enable the woman observer to make an accurate count, the number of objects
ranged from 10 to 15.
At 4:07a.m. a second formation passed directly overhead, again at a low level.
Peering at the objects, the woman had trouble making out the exact shape because
they:" ... seemed to roll or change shape." 174.
The Air Force gave "the woman an
excellent credibility rating because she was the former wife of an Air Force officer.
Gander.
The flurry of UFO activity during this period in the northern tier of states
in the U.S. and northern Europe may be connected with something that happened at
Gander, Newfoundland, September 23rd.
Gander is approximately at the same latitude as the two forementioned regions.
A camper who had set up his tent on the north shore of Gander Lake ·the evening
of September 23rd was attracted to a moving light sailing some 2,000 feet over the
water at a slow(under 100 mph) speed. The night air was calm where the witness was
standing, a~ was the surface of the lake which was illuminated by the mysterious
light. The lack of wind indicated the source of the light was not a balloon. The
light was moving in the direction of the airport outside the city of Gander about
25 mUes away.
While aircraft coming and going at Gander airport could be plainly
heard, the strange light ·made absolutely no sound to disturb the remote forested
area during the 10 minutes it was in view.
The camper was convinced the 1 ight
was a UFO, he also happened to be the Operations Officer at Pepperell AFB, Newfoundland. 17 5.
Activity along the southern wave.
Another strange group of glowing bodies reported on September 23rd were seen
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over Chicasaw, Alabama.
A woman resident phoned nearby Brookley AFB to alert
authorities to the presense of some peculiar objects in the sky which passed
over her home at 10: 00 p.m.
She related the following:
" .•. while I was in the bedroom, I noticed five bluish grey lights moving slowly across the sky.
My first impression was that it was a heliocopter because of the way it was flying.
I soon realized it wasn't and
went outside to see what it was.
I watched the lights slowly pass overhead and disappear behind the trees.
As the lights passed overhead I
heard a soft whoose sound.
The sound was not the sound of a jet airplane.
I watched the 1 ight s for approximately three minutes.
The objects appeared
out of the south and disappeared in the northeast.
They moved in a straight line, but I could not say what the exact height was.
I had the impression that there was a gray background to the lights.
The lights were
arranged in a indefinate pattern and appeared as in the following diagram
(See drawing).
"A few minutes later a small airplane flew over.
The lights in relation
to the small airplane were lower, flew slower, and did not bear any resemblance to the lights of the small airplane.
The size of the group of lights
was slightly bigger than the small airplane." 176.
The name and qualifications of the woman witness have been deleted from Air
Force BLUE BOOK files but the investigating officer was of the opinion that:" ...
the reliability of the observer is evaluated as excellent.
Mrs. (---deleted)
has enough experience to distinquish between light aircraft, jets, and heavy
transports." 177.
Circling UFOs.
The Georgia Power Sub-Station was about ~ mile south of the 5th street gate of
Robins AFB, Georgia.
A civilian worker at the power station, Mr. James Branan,
observered a dozen or more yellow-white lights circling counter-clockwise in the
night(It was 11:10 p.m.)sky about five miles to the southeast.
After about four
minutes of observing, a concerned Branan rushed to the gate of the airbase where
he persuaded two air policemen to accompany him down the road to a spot where
the mysterious lights were visible.
The air police saw the lights _and alerted
their superiors. 178.
Circling UFOs, the second sighting in two days.
Entering a drugstore in downtown Aurora, Colorado, Air Force T/Sgt. Rilly Huges
noticed that the wall clock indicated 5:25, that· is how he reuembered the time .
The Se.argant purchased some cigaretts and then left the story.
Walking to his
car, Huges looked up at the sky over Aurora that afternoon of September 24, 1952.
There was a little haze but it was mostly clear with a few scattered clouds. There
was no reason for Huges to look up in the first place, he did it by chance, and as
i t happened his eyes came to rest on some strange objects wheeling about in the
atmosphere just to the north of Stapleton Airport.
Sgt. Huges got into his car,
but kept looking in the direction of the circling objects, five to six strange
shapes.
C6ntinuing to be puzzled by the objects, he got out of his car and moved
about on the street trying to get a better look.
The objects were moving:" .. .
in a circle about five or six times as great as their diameter." 179.
During the observation two C-47 aircraft passed through Sgt. Huges' field of
vision and he noted that the orbiting objects were much higher and did not reSC'ffibl e aircraft in any way.
He said he had the impression the strange objects
were disk-shaped as they circled in single file with an angle of bank of some 60
degrees.
This guess was apparently confirmed when one object dipped down and
came much closer.
Sgt. Huges said the one dived low:" ... was definitely circular
in shape." 180.

Cuban dogfight, a UFO "explained."
It is not surprising that a UFO report would come from Cuba a t this time
The case, which
since it would be in keeping with the southern shift theory .
follows, is more interesting because of its "explanation" than for its c redenttal s as a mysterious UFO report.
A Navy pilot,William N. Straugh, tells his story of an encounter 7 : 45 p.m.,
SeptEmber 24th:
"After completing night-heckle runs in TBM#l8 at appro x imately 1945. I
commenced a slow climb over the base to complete two hours night flying .
Navy 0614 gave an estimated over Base at 2019Q, which I r e layed to the
tower.
I was on the lookout for his approach when I was [saw ?]an orang e
light appear from the east.
I was at 4,000' climbing and the light appeared to be at approximately 10-15,000'. As it approached the Guantanamo
city area from the east, it started to a left turn.
Realizing it was not
Navy 0614 or the tailpipe of a jet, I started to intercept it.
At the
first pass of the chase, the closest I got to the light was approximately
8-10 miles.
At this time it appeared to be as large as an SNB and it had
a greenish tail that looked to be 5 to 6 times as long as the light's diameter.
This tail was seen several times in the next ten mintues in periods of from 5 to 30 seconds each.
As I reached 10, 000', it appeared to
be at 15,000' still in a port turn.
It took approximately 40 degrees of
bank to keep the nose of my relatively slow type plane on the light. At
this time I estimated the light to be in a 10 to 15 degree orbit.
"At twelve thousand feet I stopped climbing, but the light was still
climbing at a faster rate then I was.
I then reversed my turn from port
to starboard and the light appeared to revers e also.
As I was not gaining distance, I held a course south trying to estimate a prependicular beneath the light as it appeared to moving north over Guantanamo City. As I
-turned north, the light appeared to moved west over Leeward and then due
south of the base I tried the same thing to the east and as I turned back
to intercept it, the light appeared to climb rapidly, at approximately a
60 degree angle from approximately 25,000' to approximatel y 35,000', and
then start a rapid descent.
The light was then at its greatest. distance
of about 20 miles away." 181.
Here we will skip a part and come back to it later on.

To cent inued:

"During the descent , the light appeared to slow down at approximately
10,000' at which time I made three runs on t~e light .
Two of them
were 90 degree collision course runs and this light appeared to travel
at a tremendous speed across my bow, accelerating rapidly at the 2 o '
clock position and slowing at the 9 o'clock position.
"One run was so close that the light blanked out all view of the lights
on Me Calla Field.
At this time the light started another rapid rate of
descent and seEmed to cross over Caimanes in a left turn and head straight
toward the base, then turn left again and pass over the dredge located
northeast of Me Calla.
It then leveled out over the mangroves, hovered
over the water for approximately 3 seconds in a cove east of Hospital Cay,
and then faded quickly out.
In the last descent, I was in a dive and as
the light faded out I was at approximately 1,500' and continued on dow to
100' orbiting over the spot where the light disappeared.
No disturbances
could be seen by Tunbou, Morris or myself, with the moonlight on the water.
The light disappeared at approximately 2010Q and a police boat was dispatched at 2015Q to search the area.
In the meantinle. a harbor patrol boat had
gone through the area being orbited by the plane and upon being questioned
later, had seen nothing unusual,
At 2115 the search was discontinued." 182.
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Straugh was very distrubed by the encounter and ended his statement with:
"Of these facts stated, some could possibly be explained as an optical illusion,
Others seem too strange for an explanation." 183.
Just how determined Straugh was to reach an explanation, and "reach" is the
word, is what we will examine next.
The test of September 25th.
Straugh felt so strongly about his encounter the followin~ evening he arranged the timed release of a light-carrying weather balloonoand climbing in his
plane, set out to try and duplicate his experience of the night before. Ruppelt
tries to save us the trouble of reading Straugh's account of his "test" and
simply states: "He duplicated his dogfight --illusions and all." 184 . Did he?
Straugh:
"The balloon was released prior to my takeoff but I intercepted it at
2,000' and made various type runs on it from all angles and at different
speeds.
Many of the illusions seen on the previous night could be duplicated by maneuvering the pL;ne appropriately.
I tracked the balloon
through 12,000' and made my runs on it from as far away as ten miles. I
could always intercept and pass it at any predetermined position as against
~ ~ that .!. could~ get close to the other light [Emphasis mine~
E. Gross). which at the time appeared to be moving away from me at each
attempted approach." 185.
It is immediately apparent here that Straugh had not duplicated the c onditions of previous night.
Puzzled, Straugh thought hard and came up wit h a poseable explanation which he did not ~!
Wrote Straugh:

"This could be explained by the fact that the light was above me and
was actually out climbing the TBK, or as it was several thousand feet
above when I first sighted it, my rate of climb was not great enough to
make up the difference in altitude.
The rate of ascent of the light on
the 24th was the most weird and also the hardest to explain.
When the
light of the 24th was at 25,000', it was seen by two passengers and myself
at the same instant to start a climb at an angle of approximately 60% and
at a terrific rate of ascent.
At this time the light which had been a
large bright glow was now a very red point which would have blended with
the stars, i f it had not appeared to be moving." 186.
Here Straugh runs into another problem in th~ quote above . How could the light
of the 24th climb so fast?
His test balloon did not duplicate the featl
While
terming the fast climb of the light of the 24th"weird7' Straugh8lso had trouble
with the light's rapid descent!
Thinking hard, Straugh suggested:
"Considering the light was from the three penlights on a balloon, the
following is my explanation of the erratic descent of the night of the 24th.
I have talked with various members of the serology department concerning the
posaibl ility of a balloon descending fairly rapidly and then slowing in its
descent.·
Balloons have been known to develope leaks at high altitude and
descent to an intermediate altitude where the loss of gas and heavier atmosph~re would cause it to hover.
Also, about six months ago, I witnessed a
balloon being released from this base and develope a leak at approximately
500 feet.
This caused the balloon to start spinning and cover a horizontal
distance of about one mile and then drop into the river." 187 .
The 1 ight of the 24th dropped "rapidly" from 35,000 feet to the water.
Could
a leak from a 36 inch balloon do that?
A balloon with a leak will not shoot downward to any great degree for it still has a tendency to rise.
While Straugh did
observe a balloon cover some 5,000 feet(one mile) horizonally, he did not observe
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any balloon descend 35,000 feet vertically at a rapid rate.
Attempting to explain yet another fast climb during the dogfight on the night
of the 24th, St:raugh offered this idea:
"At the t itne we saw the 1 ight appear to climb rapidly from the estimated
25,000 to 35,000', I was over Leeward Point.
This climb could be attributcd to a vertical air current or, to passing through a layer of variblc
density air or both." 188.
This is just a guess on Straugh part.
He had no evidence there was vertic a l
air currents in the area and his test balloon of the 25th did not encounter any.
The violent maneuvers of the UFO during the attempted intercepts on the night
of the 24th Straugh suggested were the result of:" ... tight turns at high speed
with resultant vertigo to myself .• ," 189.
Only Straugh knows how he felt,and
his test of September 25th may achieved one thing.
It evidently proved to him
that vertigo may have affected him, although he never thought that during the
night of the 24th,
After making three intercept runs on the light of the 24th at an estimated
altitude of 10,000 feet after the light had descended from 35,000 feet, Straugh
not iced that the light had gone into another descent.
Having used a gas leak
to explain the drop from 35,000 feet, Straugh felt he needed another explanation
to explain the descent from the 10,000 foot level wherehe was running intercepts
on it.
He thought hard and came up with this:
"The last fast descent could be due to the fact that I may have cut the
balloon with my prop on the third run causing the light to fall free. My
last 3/4 turn was diving port in a position north-east of the liP,ht which
could have produced the illusion of the light arcing over Caimanera and the
bay, and setting in the water.
The lights crossing from starboard to port
could have been the result of my plane being in a vertical turn and the
light descending straight down instead of going horizontally.
·At the time
of intercept I thought my wings to be almost level and the light travelling
in a flat circle, but due to ·the aformentioned vertigo, a pilot cannot rely
on his sense to establish altitude." 190.
In summation, what the pilot proposes is a series of disparate causes strung
together without observed evidence.
In fact one of the things he did not see
is something he dido 't even try to explain and which is veTy important.
Here
is part of the UFO report of September 24 that was skipped over originally and
which we will insert at this point:
" . • . and while the light was still at approximately 1,500', I deliberately
placed it between the moon and myself three times to try and identify a
·
solid body.
Tunbou, G.~r., AE3, and Morris, E. A. Alan, were in the plane
with me and observed all maneuvers of the 1 ight and had a good view of the
light passing the moon, however, neither of us saw a solid body, Consid e ring the light was possibly from an aerologists wind balloon, we did not see
a shadow of the balloon against the moon." 191.
Well, did he try to do the same with the same with the test balloon the next
evening?
Evidently not for there is nothing in his account of his flight to
"duplicate" the lJFO encounter!
Straugh' s conclusion seems too f lrm although there may some people who would
agree with hiln:
"Considering all the facts and the observation of a known light of the
25th, it is 111y opinion that the light on the night of the 24th was a balloon, with its accompaning light which had been released from the Naval
Air Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba." 192.

.
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Renewed interest in the Squyers case.
The afternoon of Sept ember 24th military investigators descended on Pittsburg
Kansas, to ask questions about the strange Squyers UFO landing case as requested
by an ATIC order dated September 16th.
The investigators interviewed Squyers'
co-workers and checked local police records.
They wanted to know i f Squyers
drank to excess, used narcot ic:s, been ill or had recently suffered injuries, or
had a reputation for telling outlandish stories.
The investigation then moved to the "landing site," where nearby residents
were asked if they had noticed anything unusual on the morning in question. The
local folks were also urged to offer possible explanations for the sighting. Nothing came of these inquiries except for a suggestion that Squyers may have been
fooled somehow by a passing train.
Finally, Squyers was re-interviewed at the scene of the supposed occurence.
Measurements were taken and sketches made.
While standing at the spot where the
object was supposed to have hovered, a train happened to pass by on the tracks
nearby.
The train theory was not taken too seriously and it was dismissed completely when it was noticed that tall trees screened any view of the tracks.
The investigating agent took special interest in the grass at the site, noting
that although the grass was more distrubed at the spot than elsewhere, the site
was the only large open space in the area and therefore more subject to the elments.
The grass samples.
Special focus was placed on the grass samples.
BLUE BOOK records tel l us:
"He was unable to distinquish a definite perimeter which may have aided in establishing the size of the object." 193.
The Army reservist, a Lt. Green who
had forwarded the original samples, stated that he took soil and vegetation samples about ten hours after the sighting and noticed that some lying down of vegetation but none. suffering any trama. 194.
To draw hilll out, Squyers was asked his opinion about what he saw, an opportunity some hoaxters seize on to embroider their stories and thus trip themselves up.
Squyers did not take the bait.
He only suggested he may have seen some sort of
secret military aircraft .
The check of Squyers showed him to have a spotless reputation compared with
Des Vergers' doubtful past behavior, yet it was physical evidence of the scoutmaster case that probably prompted a more careful look at Squyers' stor y.
OSI evaluation.
Meanwhile, the CIA's Office of Scientific Intelligence finished a short term
inquiry into the Air Force's project RLUF. BOOK UFO investigation and possible
national security implications.
The paper was approved by H. Marshall Chadwell,
the director of the OSI, and forwarded to his boss, CIA director Walter Smith,so
recomendations could be made:
"1. Recently an inquiry was conducted by the Office of Scientific Intelligence t<l determine whether there are national security im.pl icat ions in the
problem of 'unidentified flying objects,' i.e., flying saucers; whether adequate study and research is currently being directed to this problem in its
relation to national security implications; and what further investigation
and research should be instituted, by whom, and under what aegis.
"2. It was found that the only unit of Government currently studying the
problem is the Directorate of Intelligence, USAF, which has charged the Air
Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) with the responsibility for investigating the reports of sightings.
At ATIC there is a group of three officers
and two secretaries to which come, though official channels, all reports of
sightings.
This group conducts investigation of reports, consulting as

f

i

...._

51

required with other Air Force and civilian technical personnel.
A world-wide
reporting system has been instituted and maj or Air Force bases have been ordered to make interceptions of unidentified flying objects.
The research is
being conducted on a case basis and is designed to provide a satisfactory explanation of each indidividual sighting.
ATIC has concl uded an arrangement
with Battelle Memo rial Institute for the latter to establish a machine indexing system for official reports of sightings.
"3. Since 1947, ATIC has received approxillately 1 500 official reports of sightings plus an enormous volume of letters, phone calls, and press reports . During
July 1952 alone, official reports totaled 250.
Of the 1500 reports, Air Forc e
carries 20 percent as unexplained and of those received from January through
July 1952 it carries 28 percent unexplained.
4. In its inquiry into this problem, a team from CIA's Office of Scientific
Intelligence consulted with a representative of Air Force Special Studies Group;
discussed the problem with those in charge of the Air Force Project at WrightPatterson Air Force Base; reviewed a considerable volume of intelligence reports; checked the Soviet press and broadcast indices; and conferred with three
CIA consultants, who have broad knowledge of the technical areas concerned.
"5. It was found that the ATIC study is probably valid i f the purpose is limited to a case-by-case explanation.
However, that study does not solve the mor e
fundamental aspects of the problem.
These aspects are to determine definitely
the nature of the various phenomena which are causing these sightings, and to
discover means by which these c aus es , and their visual or electronie effeets ,
The CIA consultants stated that these solutions
may be · identified immediately.
would probabl y be found on the margins or just beyond the frontiers of our present knowledge in the fi elds of atmospheric , ionospheric, and extraterrestrial
phenomena, with the added possibility that the present dispersal of nuclear
waste products might also be a factor.
They recommended that a study group be
formed to perform three functions:
a. analyze and systematize the factors which constitute the fundamental
problem.
b . determine the fields of fundamental science which must be investigat ed
in order to reach an understanding of the phenomena involved; and
c. make recommendations for the in it iat ion of appropr iate research.
Dr. Julius A. Stratton, Vice President of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, has indicated to CIA that such a group ~ould be constituted at that
In st. itut e .
Similarly, Project Lincoln, the Air Force's air defense project
at HIT, could be charged with some of these responsibilities.
"6. The flying saucer situation contains two elements of danger which, in a
s i t uation of international tens ion, have national security impl ! cat i o n s .
These are:
a. Psychological --With world-wide sightings reported, it was found that, u p
to the time of the investigation, there had been in the Soviet press no report
or comment·, even satirical, on flying sauc e r s, though Gromyko had made o n e
humorou s mention of the subject.
With a State-controlled press, this could
r esult only from an official pcilicy d e cision.
The quest ion, therefore,
arises as to whether or not these sightings:
(1) coul d be controlled,
(2) could be predicted, and
(3) could be used from a psychological warfare point of view, either
offensively or defensively.
The public concern with the phenomena, which is reflected both in th e Unit ed
States press and in the pressure of inquir y upon the Air Force, indicatj!S that
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a fair proportion of our population is mentally conditioned to the acceptance of
the incredible.
In this fact lies the potential for the touching-off of mass
hysteria and panic.
b. Air Vulnerability --The United States Air 'Warning System will undoubtedly
always depend upon a combination of radar screening and visual observation.
The U.S.S.R . is credited with the present capability of delivering an air attack against the United States, yet at any given moment nov, there may be current a dozen official unidentified sightings plus many unofficial ones. At
any moment of attack, we are nov in a position wher e we cannot, on an instant
basis, distinquish hardware from phantom, and as tension mounts we will run
the increasins risk of false alerts and the even greater danger of falsely
identifying the real as phantom.
"7. Both of these problems are primarily operational in nature but each contains
readily apparent · intelligence factors.
"8. From an operational point of view, three actions are required:
a. Immediate steps should be taken to improve identification of both visual
and electronic phantoms so that, in the event of an attack, instant and positive identification of enemy planes or missiles can b~ made.
b. A study should be instituted to determine what, 1f any.- utilization could
be made of these phenomena by United States psychological warfare planners
and what, if any, defenses should be planned in anticipation of Soviet attempts
to utilize thet~~.
c. In order to minimize risk of panic, a national policy should be established
as to what should be told the public regarding the phenomena.
'"9. Other intelligence problems which require deterDtination are:

a .. The presence level of Soviet knowledge regarding the phenomena.
b . Possible Soviet intentions and capabilities to utilize these phenomena to
the detriment of the United States security interests.
c. The reasons for silence in the Soviet press regarding flying

5a1JC ers.

"10. Additional res earc h, differing in character and emphasis from that presently being performed by Air Force, will be required to meet the specific needs
of both operations and intelligence.
Intelligence responsibilities in this
field as regards both collection and analysis can be discharged with maximum
ef fectiveness only after much more is known regard.ing the exact nature of these
phenomena.
"11. I consider this problem to be of such importance that it should be brought
tQ the attention of the National Security Council in order that a community-wide
coordinated effort towards its solution may be initiated." 195.
The foremention ed CIA paper should be compared with an over all evaluation
drawn up by the organization back on August 1, 1952.
The earlier document evidently used information supplied by the Air Force sinc e it mirrored military
compendiums often given to the press.
The second document wa s the result of the CIA's inquiry into the problem and
it is critical of BLUE BOOK.
While the first paper referred to "only 100" unknowns, the CIA discovered that the true number was three times that amount,and
took pains to point out that the Air Force was counting only official UFO reports,
indicating that there existed an enormous number of uoofficial ones.
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The CIA complainted that BLUE BOOK's c ase-by-ca s e investigation advoided
the determining of the true nature of the problem.but·tbeagency could have
cared less what UFO& were, refusing to mention any theory other then to say that
a solution would probably be found on the "margins of scienc e" and favo red the
words "phenomenon" and "problem" to discribe the UFO mystery.
The whole weight
of the document is on improving the security of th e United States in regards to
Soviet attac k.
It is interesting to note that the CIA was convinced there was
" something" happening and shows absolutely no indic ation that a ny Sovi et secret
aircraft we re responsible for the reports!
The CIA does, ho wever, show concern
over Soviet's "level of knowledge," their "intentions and capa bilities to utiliz e
UFOs," and why there was an "official policy of sil ence on t he subject. "
"Recla s sified secret . "
BLUE BOOK notified the Commanding Officer of the 6lst Fighter-Interc eptor
Squadron at Selfridge AFB, Michigan, that the flying object me ssage detailing the
jet-UFO cha s e over Mic higan the end of July was now reclassif ied "secret." This
was the UFO report that Ruppelt tells u s many in the military believed was the key
to the UFO mystery, t h e final pr oo f o f the extrat e rrestrial theory. 196 .
"Shot b y a green ray."
After the first reading a serious student of the UFO mystery might dismiss the
following story as nons ense, merely a goo d yarn to entertain the readers of the
Florence, Ita ly, news paper La Naz ione, in whic h it appeared on Septembe r 25, 1 952 •
but upon refl e ction the acc-;;;nt had int e r est in that it may indicate the De s Ver g ers story was published in Eu ro pe and in s pired imitations.
The idea of being
" shot at" became common in Europ ean UFO stories in 1954 so we might suggest that
perhaps we can blame in on the Florida scoutmaster.
According to the piec e in the La Na z i o ne, a citizen of the town of San Pietro
was fishing a river when a disk- shaped c r aft appeared in the d i s tance , soundles sl y
The witness suggested that the saucer was
moving just a bove the water's surface .
drawing wa t e r up through a tube which it was trailing behind it.
Thi s strange
ship was sa i d to hav e f ive prope llers protruding fro m its r ear edg e and another
t hr ee attached to t h e r oof of the machin e 's c u po la.
An ora nge glow came from
s l o ts alo ng the saucer ' s out e r rim.
When the c raft near e d the fisherman, h e observed a porthol e o pen and something
like a d iver ' s helmet emerge .
The helmet wa s on a "man'' whos e f ace was visibl e .
Sudd enly a gr een ray then struc k the fisherman , blinding him and s t unn i ng h im . *
When the f i s h e rman r ecov e red seconds lat e r , he wat c h ed the saucer zooming a wa y.
A wee k l a t e r a t all strang er with a Scandinavian infl exi o n to his voic e a s ked
the fi s herman a bou t the sighting of any s trange a eria l mach i n es in the a rea. Whi l e
talki n g , the st r a ng e r o ff er ed t he fisherman a cigar e tte tha t had a gold tip. The
fi she rman d en i ed seeing anything unus ua l.
Taking the cigar e t te and l i ghting up,
the fisherman took only two puf f s b efor e b ecom ing groggy.
Su spe c t i ng that he wa s
being drugged, the f i sherman tri ed to pocket the c i ga r e tte but the st r a ng e r fl i c k ed
the butt away into t h e rive r. 1 97 .

~De s Ve rger s 's ex per ienc e , acc ord ing t o t h e scou t mast e r , was mo re int en s e.
He
c l aimed h e s uffered : " .. . a t inglin g sen sation like when you r f ~e t lo ses c irc ul at ion
and go e s to s leep."
And : "I wal k ed aro und , bu t c o ul dn 't f e e l t he g r o und . It wa s
like walking on air .
But the deput y s her i f f who ar rived t here lat e r couldn' t
find my f oot prints in the ra i n-f r es h d ir t b e t we en where I d ropped my l a mp when 1
f ell unco n sc ious and where I came to .
Th e d ist a n ce was a matter o f a number of
yards."
Th es e q uo t es wer e taken from a AP n e wsst ory dat elin e d Wes t Pa lm Beach ,
Fl o rida, 2 3 Aug u s t 1952.
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Camp Drum and Offutt AFB.
When A 1/C James Howell and S/Sgt. Robert Le~is of the headquarters squadron,
3902nd Air Hase Wing, Offutt AFB, Nebraska, reported sighting two silver, round,
objects in the sky the evening of September 25th; one is tempted to explain the
episode as a case of 'Hayward weather balloons since the reported objects made no
drastic maneuvers, nor did the t1NO obj ecrs· exhibit any unusual physical features.
Nonetheless , when we move from a brief summary of the case in a BLUE BOOK file
which gives the forement ioned impression, and study the detailed statements of
the witnesses, the case becames perplexing.
According to the testimony of airman Howell, he was just leaving the Supply
Building of his unit at 10:15 p.m. when he happened to gaze upward and there:"
... directly overhead he observed a small object, at a very high altitude, which
appeared to be stationary.
After a few tnOments the object tnOved in an easterly
direction where it was joined by a second object of a similar nature.
Both moved
off toward the east and disappeared.
A few moments later one object reappeared
proceeding in a westerly direction." 198.
Airman Howell suiDPIOned Sgt. Lewis at this point, meanwhile evidently the second
object also reappeared for the case file states:"Both airmen observed the objects
for approximately five minutes after which one object climbed up and out of sight
and was followed by the second." 199.
Also: "Move~~~ent of objects was at times
stationary followed by west to east and east to west flight path." 200.
If they
were balloons they were being propelled by some very odd wind currents.
That same evening Army personnel at Camp Drum , Watertown, New York, were excited by a disk-shape object with a crimson "exhaust flame."
Estimated to have
ben some 20 feet in diameter, the object hovered and circled in the air repeatedly
for 30 minutes.
There were some who said they detected a sound "like ~ dynatnO"
during the object's visit.
Nothing on the incident can be located in Air Force
BLUE BOOK records apparently due to the fact that it was an event that took place
at an Army camp and thus did not find its way into Air Force Intelligence channels.
We know of the incident through a civilian source, a radio broadcast by
commetator Kenneth Banghart. 201.
"OPNAV."
Oddly enough, the very next day the Navy, and not the Army, issued an "OPNAV,"
a Navy regulation that directed all units of the Navy to direct UFO reports mad e
by pe rsonnel under its cotnmand to the Air Forc e . 202.
Sunrise, September 26th.
In South Africa just after sunrise, September 26th, two young men horseback
riding along the sea shore near the city of Richmond noticed a suspicious speck in
in the sky the y at first believed was an approaching eagle.
As the speck grew
in size, an elliptical shape b e came apparent • puzzling the two men.
On e of them,
a Mr. D. Ringham, judged its color as a kind of azure of a metallic tint .
Within three minutes another observer, a ~lr. GEOrge Staelos, noticed a UFO while
motoring down the coast ne.ar the township of Umgababa, a community 40 miles south
of Richmond .
Stopping so he could get a better look at the UFO, Staelos said the
object zoomed out to sea, climbing as it did so.
It had a black "rim" a n d an luminou s blue center.
Both incidents were reported to a Nata newspaper. 203 .
"Suddenly they just weren't there."
AI:. 1 : 30 p.m. Se ptember 26th a woman schoolteacher at the city of Sturgeon Bay,
Wisconsin, saw two dis ks fly by in tight formation at low speed. The schoolteacher ,
a Miss Eisemann, stated that the two object s were comparable to the si~e of a halfdollar held at arm' s length.
The woman watc hed the silver objects v ery closely
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for about two minutes and then ·suddenly the y "just weren't there."
The objec ts
made no noise, had no protrubances, and traveled southwest on a steady course.
The two disks were so close to each other they "overlapped."
Several students at
the school also saw the t'IJO objects. 204.
3 : 00p . m.
A typewritten letter to the Air Fo rc e fr om a workman employed at a feed mill
at Abrams, Wisconsin, states that he was wa t c hing a bomber fly over at about 3: 00
p.m. September 26th when he suddenly sa w a " b luish-gre en" round object traveling
north at about 2,000 feet.
The thing was sound less, left no trail, and seemed
to b e "swirling" as i t sped across the "heaven s .
A number of his co-workers al so
sight e d the object. 205.
Azores.
Other UFO news for the day is an item from the Atlantic Ocean not far from the
Azor e s.
This put the incident at about the same latitude as Madrid, Spain, in the
old world, and New York in the new.
It was late, 11:16 p.m. local time, when an Air Force C-124 out of Harmon AFB,
Newfoundland, approached the Azores.
The weather was good.
While cruising at
5,000 feet the pilot happened to see two g r e en lights off the right wing of the
C-124, forward and c;a little above.
The r est of the crew confirmed the existenc e
of the lights which shifted position as the y pa ced the plane, with first one lig ht
leading , and then the other.
The c rew noticed on one occasion the light s seemed to turn in the plane's direction.
The lights were lost to sig ht a s the Azor e i s lands appeared over the
horizon.
During the encounter the pilot of the C-124 radio ed air traffic c o ntrol
at the Azo res which in turn radio e d a ll othe r a irc r a ft in the region reque s ting
that they blink their navigation lights .
All air traffic wa s accounted for .
Navy authorities were not much help e ithe r.
No surface v e ssels were in the are a
to their knowledge.
The military checked and found that no air traffic landed at the airport at the
Azor e s other than the C-124 that had reported the strange aerial lights. Air : tra ffic with the range to overfly the Azores wa s rare and flight safely E~quired that
any aircraft in the region maintain constant r adio contact with Azor-e tower.
In assessing the incident, military Int ell i g enc e believed that the po ssibil it y
o f a Ru s sia intruder in the r e gion wa s doubtful . 206.
S eptember 27th.
Tl.'O UFO reports we re compiled on t h e 27 t h .
the U.S.

Both were in the southern part of

Hem ps tea d, Texas.
Two T- 33 j ets fl y ing near Hempstead, Texa s , a t a n altitude of 39,000 f eet,wer l!
on a routin e training run when on e of t he p ilot s sig hted somet hing s trange 2 0,000
fe et hig he r .
The t,lling was travel i ns e rratica ll y at a very hig h velocity .
Th e
pilo t, Lt. .;James Fahnaucer, said the thing wa s a: " .. . circular .objec t a ppearing
mo r e whit e then silv er. " 2 07. Even though t he o bject was estimated to moving a t
600-700 mph, the p i l o t ma y hav e mis t a ke n a ba lloon f o r a flyin g sauc e r, but whi l e
obse rving the stra n g e object over a per iod o f 2-3 minut es, Lt. Fahnaucer a nd the
pilo t i n the other T-3 3 , determ i n ed t he fo l o wi ng :" Bo th men a greed the shape wa s
c irc ul a r and o nce or twice it seem e d t o ba n k t o t h e vertic al a t which t i me the obj ec t a ppear ed to be flatla di s k ? ]." 208 .
Inyok ern, California.
La ter that night, about 10:00 p.m., in the a r ea o f Inyokern, California , a
c ivilian enroute to Reno, Nevada, saw a we ird obj ec t o ver Death Vall e y near
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Da ylight Pass.
The thing changed color from silver, to orange, to red, to dark
purple, and then back to silver at which time the cycle started all over again.
The object was the size of a SOc piece at arm's length.
The UFO moved through the sky and then suddenly zoomed straight down, leaving
a smoke trail apparently generated by a small flame which appeared at the trailing
edge of the object.
The witness was so impressed he drove to Stead AFB, Reno,
and made a report to the military.
That the object was an experimental device of
some sort was dismissed by the witness who claimed to work at the Firestone plant
in Los Angeles where he helped design guided missiles. 209.
Sweden.
That same night a mysterious luminous globe travelled wildly over Sweden for an
hour exciting thousands of people and serving as a sample of what was to ~orne the
next day. 210.
September 28th.
The scene now shifts to the north where UFO reports suggest the beginnings of
a second wave.
Radar approach control at Goose AFB, Labrador, was guilding an aircraft to a
landing the night of September 28th when it picked up an unidentified target a
mile and a half from the runway.
This unidentified target was moving north to
south at 120 mph and gave a clear, strong, return.
The aircraft in the landing
pattern was asked to look in the direction of the UFO but that produced negative
results.
Whatever it was, i t was not readily visible.
Other possibilities
were considered.
Ground clutter was unlikely since the target was over water,
and a duplicate image due to some electronic malfunction also seemed improbable
due to the location and movement across the radar scope.
Weather inversions
were not entertained since conditions of that sort invariably produced a profusion of imag~.
If the target was indeed a solid body of some kind, it would
have had to have been at an altitude lower than 4,000 feet due to the restrictive
capabilities of the approach control radar. 211.
Europe.
Overseas at Denmark, southern Sweden,northern Germany, and Poland, things were
aboil.
At Karup, Jutland, officers of the Danish Royal Air Force sighted an explained flying objects they called:"large and unique." 212. UFO reports came from
other parts of Denmark also that afternoon.
A bl ue-green phosphorescent "cigar" zoomed over Zeeland.
Shortly thereafter,
this same object flashed over southern Sweden.
A Swedish Air Force officer in
command of the air base at Ljungbyhed, Colonel Ingemar Nygreny, publicly announced
his assumption that the "cigar" was a Russian prototype on its way to a secret base
on the Polish coast.
That evening at 6:30p.m. a flying "half moon" sped over
the Swedish province of Scania. 213.
The object threw off sparks as it sped
through the heavens with irregular jerks, all the while spewing smoke. A trio of
satellite objects were seen on one occasion accompaning the "parent body." 214.
From northern Germany and Poland came dozens of UFO reports although we know
little of t.he details because of the Iron Curtain. 215.
The Hamburg, Germany, newspaper Kolner Stadt Arzeiger listed the German,Danish, and Swedish UFO activity.
---------"Weird dirigible."
The next case has one aspect of signific ant interest that may be worth remembering.
First the essentials.
The reporter was a 31-year-old businessman walking the grounds of Mercy Hospital, Cincinnati, Ohio, 4:00a.m. the morning of
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September 29th.
The hospital was on a hill with a good view of the Cincinnati
sky and the man couldn't help seeing what he called a "weird dirigible" passed
by since it was the size of a half-dollar at arm's length.
The object was
lemon-shaped with a "slightly tapered tip" and a "blunted, amorphous rear edge."
The surface of the body was unique for a UFO, seemingly corrugated, or ribbed,
although the object's strang, pale blue-silver glow may have played tricks with
\...,..., ~y....
"''ne wt~ness imme<'llat el.y phoned Lunken Airport Tower to report the
spectacle.
The best part of the man's account was this: "While the object moved forward
the body rolled or listed.
Completing this p e rformance, its front portion passed through, or behind, what seemed an invisible 'curtain' --a region of space
that swallowed up the entire lighted mass.
As the object passed thru this curtain, the visible portion of the ellipsoidal contour remained constant and stabilized . " 216. The witness claims the sky was in a clear, cloudless, condition.
If so, whet "curtained" the object?
Was it an illusion of some sort, or was it
another indication UFOs can, by some technological means unknown to us, cloak
themselves from man's normal vision?
Something with no wings.
The second UFO report in three days from the area northwest of Houston, Texas,
was phoned in to Bryan AFB the evening of September 29th.
A half dozen persons
at the city of Hearne phoned the control tower at Bryan to give an account to the
military.
In spite of a poor connection, the following information was received
in spite of a poor telephone connection:
" The object made a large semi-circular sweep from the south to north and
made its exit to the southwest at a terrific rate of speed. The object was
described as orange-yellow and black in color in color.
Several of the men
in the alleged party .•• (clai.med]the celestial appearance •• •l was] in sight 2030 seconds,
All swore i t was absolutely visible •. (and] the saucer had no
wings . " 217.
Europe, Sept ember 29th.
"Five inch plates."
UFO activity in Europe continued.
A phone cal l to police headquarters in th e
English city of Rochester told of a couple of "five inch plates" stationary in the
sky a bove the community.
Shortly after being s po tted, the "plates" zoomed away to the south at high speed .
The time v as 3:55p.m.
The sky was clear and no.aircraft wer e known to be in the
a rea. 218.
Commander, French Sea Police.
Some two kilometers south of the German city of Main:o:, overlooking the Rhin e ,
was the home of a Capt . Duremaine, Colllll8nding Officer of the French Sea Police in
the Western ZOne of Germany .
At 5:30 p.m. September 29th the French officer happened to be watc hing the sky from his home when an egg-shaped object, glowing all
over with thv exception of a black area on its side, approached on a straight cou r se, eventually moving dir ectly ove rhead and leaving behind a trail of whit e vapor
f ringed with red.
The Captain, an 18-year-old v eter an of the Navy, insisted that
that the object was not a 111et ear and although he heard a low hum, no wings could
be seen as the thing passed overhead
The military investigator that ques tioned
the French officer wrote in his report : "The Captain appeared to b e very int el ligent
and very reliable and it is believed that his sory is quite true." 219.
"Are you giving us the straight story?"
During the latter part of Septemb er, Ruppelt finally got around to t a king a

58

plane to Co lorado so he could visit the headquarters of the Air Defense Command.
Or iginally the BLUE BOOK chief had planned to brief General Chidlaw and his
staff on a regular basis but the huge lWO flap of the ~er of 1952 had disrupted the concept of periodic meetings to bring the ADC people up to date on
the UFO mystery.
AnC: Tnt el11~ten ~e h1il "'"'"i~n"rl nn nffirPr. M11.1 or Verne Sadow,;ld. A!l liaison
between ADC and BLUE BOOK, and after a morning briefing that day in September,
Ruppel t ate lunch with the Major and some other ADC officers.
During the meal
~1ajor Sadowski spoke up:"Look, Rupe, are you giving us the straight story on
these UFOs." 220. Surprised, Ruppelt defended himself by stating the fact that
AOC received duplicates of every UFO report sent to BLUE BOOK but that did not
sat!sfy the men at the table.
It was admitted that the reports were being forwarded, but it seemed clear to many at ADC that the reports proved there was
something invading America's skies, yet BLUE BOOK was hesitent to ~braced the
the possibility thus it was assumed Ruppelt was:" ••. trying to cover up something
big." 221.
The question of alien spaceships was raised but such speculation bogged down
over the problem of what constituded proof.
A lieutenant colonel voiced the
same complaint throw at Ruppelt before.
The colonel remarked:"It seems the difficulty that Project Blue Book faces is what to accept and what not to accept as
proof." 222.
In reply Ruppely went into some detail on the recent UFO sighting during operation Mainbrace to illustrate the problems involved in evaluating
UFO sightings, but Major Sadowski, for one, wasn't distracted so simply. Herepeat ed his accusatory poser:"Are you holding out on us?" 223.
To such persistence Ruppelt gave an unqualified "No!"
The BLUE BOOK chief made it clear any
different answer awaited;" ••• more positive evidence." 224.
Hhen Ruppelt left
the table, he noticed some of the officers shaking their heads.
After lunch, when Ruppelt and Sadowski were in the latter's office in a secure
area, t he BLUE BOOK c hief revealed that there were plans in the works that would,
it.was hoped , have an impact on the vexing problem of UFO proof.
Garland replaces Dunn.
According to Ruppelt, General Samford's Deputy Director for Production, Brigadi er Genera l Garland, had recently replac ed Col. Dunn as CO of ATIC, and that
Garland was a strong advocate of concrete information.
In the case of UFOs ,
Garland's appointment meant more vigorous action on a proposed defraction grid
camera tracking system.(Garland had also been monit oring BLUE BOOK for General
Samford , and as Samford's man, what the change really meant had yet to be known.)
The CIA UFO panel.
Ruppelt also made a brief remark about a suggested convening of a panel of
scientists to st udy the UFO problem for a "week or two... In keeping vit h the
wishes of the CIA, the fact that the agency was behind the idea was apparently
not divulged to Sadowski , and considering how suspicious the people were at ADC,
if Sadowski was t ypical, such caution was a wise policy.
The Pcnt.agon and "unearthl y b eings."
Finally, th e BLUE BOOK chief brought up Project IVY, the top secret testing
of America's fi r st H-Bomb sc heduled sometim e in the last months of 1952 at the
island of Eniwetok.
BLUE BOOK bad been directed to set up a UFO reporting
net in nu clear test reg ion bccause:"Sorne people in the Pentagon had the idea
that the r e were beings, earthly or otherwise, who might b e interested in our
activities in the Pacific." 225.
September 30th.
"Not hing but memo r ies. "
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The North American Aviation Company sent its motion picture crew to Muroc AFB
California, on September 30, 1952.
The film crew, headed by a Dick Beemer, arrived early at the test site so the men left their equipment truck and walked
around the dry lake bed to kill time.
1-lhen a B-29 happened to pass overhead, a
camerman named Carlos Garcia watched the aircraft.
The time was 10:30 a.m. and
the sun was about 50 degrees above the horizon.
While gazing at the plane, Garcia caught sight of a strange object moving rapidly in near the B-29 and the
cameraman's first thought was that something had broken off or had been dropped
from the bomber.
Following the strange object with his eyes, Garcia quickly became convinced the object was a powered body.
Instead of falling, the object was
flying.
Shortly thereafter a second, and similar,object was noticed by Garcia.
Excited, the cameraman yelled to Beemer and the others.
Soon everyone was staring upward.
Since the objects were moving around close to some sun they were
difficult to see.
Beemer· felt the objects were very high and traveling at a very high speed, a
speed much greater than a jet's.
The discription of the objects fit the usual
UFO pattern.
According to Beemer, the objects were silent, left no vapor trail,
and resembled "flattened spheres."
The oddest part of Beemer's story was the
maneuvers of·theobjects:"For a short time, fifteen seconds or more, one would
hover while the other would zoom down past one side of it, rna ke a sharp turn, and
flash above it on the opposite side.* 226.
October.
Activity along the southern front.
UFO reports on October 1st carne from the southern part of the U.S.
reported, neither was a daytime sighting.

Of the two

South Carol ina.
At 6:57 p.m. a circular brilliant white dot of light, soundless and leaving no
vapor t ra 11, was observed by a pilot of a RF-80 aircraft, 1st Lt. Thomas Pionta k.
Lt. Piontak was flying at 22,000 feet over South Carolina at the time. There
was no aerodynamic feature visible.
It was the movement of the light that made
it a UFO:
"The object appeared to the left o f the aircraft"s nose a t an unknown
distanc e, passed in front of aircraft no s e at a 2 o ' c lock posit ion at
an unknown distanc e to what appeared to be a c omplet e stop, resumed
f1 ight opposite direct ion passing in front of· aircraft, coming to a
stop at 10 o'clo ck to the sighting aircraft.
Object remain e d s lightly
below altitude of sighting a ire raft during entire contact." 22 7.
Mississippi.
At 7:40p.m. over Pascagoola, Mississippi, a round white object was spotted
hovering motionless in the crys tal-clear air.
If one held a ba sketball at arm's
length it would have matched the apparent s ize of the UFO.
Four civilians stared
at the obje~t for a bo ut seven mintues afterwhich it trav elled away:" .•. in a smooth
circular path at extremely fast s peed." 228.

*The reader is urged to compar e this maneuver with the change of formation by
some UFOs over of the city of Truth or Consequen c es, New Mexico , on August 3,
19 52.
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The CIA gears up.
The CIA defined its proposed UFO study during this period.
document details the agency's objectives:

The following

"1. PROBLEM-To determine: (a) Whether or not there are national security
implications in the problem of 'unidentified flying object 1 ; (b) whether
or not adequate study and research is currently being directed to this
problem in its relation to such national security implications; and (c)
what further investigation and research should be instituted, by whom, and
under what aegis.
"2. FACTS AND DISCUSSION-OS! has investigated the work current! y being
performed on 'flying saucers' and found that the Air Technical Intelligence Center, DI, USAF, Wright-Patterson Air Farce Base, is the only
group devoting appreciable effort and study to this subject, that ATIC
is concentrating on a case-by-case explanation of each report, and that
this effort is not adequate to correlate, evaluate, and resolve the situation on an overall basis.
The current problem is discussed in detail
in TAB A.
"3. CONCLUSIONS- 1 Flying saucers' pose two elements of danger which have
national security implications.
The first involves mass psychological
considerations and the second concerns the vulnerability of the United
States to air attack.
Both factors are amplified in TAB A.
"4. ACTION RECOMMENDED-{a} That the Director of Central Intelligence
advise the National Security Council of the implications of the 'flying
saucer' problem and request that research be initiated.
TAB B is a
draft memorandum to the NSC, for the DCI's signature.
(b) That the
DCI discuss this subject with the Psyhological Strategy Board.
A memorandum to the Director, Psychological Strategy Board, is attached for
signature as TAB C.
(c) That CIA, with the cooperation of PSB and other
i.nt erest ed departments and agencies, develop and recommend for adopt ion by
the NSC a policy of public information which will minimize the risk of
panic." 229.
Another CIA document drawn up during this period(the exact date unknown) gives
some detail about what the CIA's proposed project would do and how it would be established:
"1. I t is proposed that an external research project be established so
that the available evidence on Unidentified Flying Objects can be analyzed
and evaluated by an Ad Hoc Panel of to p-1 evel scientists in order to recommend what further action should be taken toward solution of this problem.
"2. The proposed project is an important part of the effort of this office
to improve intelligence relating to Unidentified Flying Objects and would
materially assist the 0/SI Task Force which has been working on this problem in cooperation with the Air Force at the request of the DCI since 20
August 19 52.
"3. I t is anticipated that the proposed project would be established
through GENIS and would utilize their facilities to obtain the services
of the personnel required for the panel.
Discussions have been held
on this matter with Dr. Hax Millikan, Director of GENIS, who has indicated his approval.
"t.. The proposed project would cost approximately $5,000 which is the
amount estimated to be necessary to pay for the expenses of the Panel
members (travel, per diem etc. ) and the administrative overhead cost

Opposite page: UFO reports found in CIA documen t s .
Note that the CIA picked up t h e Gaillac, Fran c e ,
ca se because i t appear ed in the North Afri c ~n
pr ess, also that the r e is no referen c e to a similar ma nifestation at t he city of Ol oron.
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.AWERIAN WEATHER BUREAU CHm' DISCOUNrS SAUCER REPORTS -- Dakar, Paris-Dakar 1

7

Aug 5~

The director of the Alg~ian weather bureau l!lta.ted recently that the "flying sauc:erl!l" seen recently over Algierl!l were only veather balloons vhich are sent
up each evening ~etveen 2000 and 2030 hours fro~ the veather stations ~~ ~~tao~
Blanche, Blida, and Bou:f'arik. He aaid that in their underbelliel!l, the ballooul!l
carry a lumiDou~!' device vhich, together vith the motion or the bal1oons as they
are buffeted by the Vind, must have made them seem like "!lying uucers" to· the
spectators.
LUMINOUS OBJECT SIGll'l'ED OVER CORSICA -- Algiers, L 'Echo d 'Alger 1 4 Oct 52

on 2 October 1952, at about 2000 hours, 11everal people in Corsica observed
a 51>indle-sbaped 1 l'WIIinous object traveling lloiselesaly i"D the sky. They said
that it was headed from southwest to northeast and vas visible for about one minute.
DESCRIBE tmt'SUAL Ol!JECT FLYING ALCmG ALGERIAN COASTLINE -- Algiers, L 'Echo

d'Alger, 7 Oct 52
On 6 October 1952, at 1830 boura, a luminous object was seen !lying !or several seconds along the western coastline of Algeria, above Sidi Ferruc:h IUld Saint
Eugene. Nt1merous vitnesses described it as ciger-&haped and ezrveloped ln ora11ge
t'lal:ea.

MAllY WITNESS "FLl'Dm
Prease, 29 Oct 52

SA~"

FORMATION IB T.ARN, FRANCE -

Casablanca,

~..aroc-·

'

About 100 1nhab1tallta ot Ga1l.1.ac (Department or T&..""D, France) reported vi tneasing a ,..1'lyizlg saucer" formation at about l.6oo hours on 27 October 1952. The
ob~ecta were aaid to have been 16 1n wmber, ranged 1D tvoa, and disk-shaped, except tar a avell.1Dg 1D the center. Accat'ding to the report, they revol.ved giving ott a bluish ligh~ at the aides.
'

.

The spectators said that they also sav a kind ot' eloogated cylioder, a fly-

ing cigar 1 " travellllg in the center .ot the saucer fon~atioo. All the objects
were said to b&ve discharged shining whitish lJarticl.ea , which looked like gla.as
wool and acc:umalated on tree branches and telegraph vires. Many persons said ths.t
they had been able to gather clusters of such pau'ticles 1 but t~t these had
quickly dillintegrated, making it impossible to have them anal.yzed later i.D a laboratory.
The veather conditions vere reported as ideal !or observation. The mysterious objects, which had come rrom the southeast, reportedly remained in the area
about 10 minutes and then continued on their vay in a straight line.
INVE'NTOR IN 'IIEST GERMANY PERFECTS "FLYING SA'OCER" -- Conakry, I.a Guinee Francaise,
20 Nov 52

The !irat patent !or a "flying saucer" vas recently applied tar in Yest Germany by Rudell Schriever 1 a former pilot , vho claimed to bave perfected an "ell.ip-

tical tlytng object" after 11 years ot

re~earch.

.

61

for CENIS.
"5. The proposed project will not duplicate any known CIA activity.
"6. The proposed project vill not duplicate any known Depart111ent of Defense
efforts.
U.S. Air Force personnel will participate in meetings with the
Panel.
"7. Classification of the proposed would be SECRET.
"8. It is reques ted that approval in principle b e given f o r the proposed
project so that preliminary negotiations may be und e rtaken.
In due course,
the project will be submitted for final approval." 2 30.
October 3rd.
Abidjan is the capital of the African nation of Ivory Coast.
The cit y looks
out over the Atlantic Ocean and the residents, we would think, were probabl y not
well versed in UFO lore but some people there contributed one of the bet ter UFO
reports of the month:
"Three 1ae111bers of a family in Abidjan declared that shortly after 013 0
hours on 3 October 1952, a bright green light flashed from the east a c r oss
the sky., seemingly the exhaust of some craft.
The latter was momentar ily
motionless, at which time it seemed orange-red in color.
Then it revo l ved
about itself in a ring of fire, zig-zagging upward and remaining in the same
area of the sky.
As it moved, it assumed various shapes, flat, round, and
oval.
Its color varied from purple to gold.
After many rapid, noisele ss
turns, it dwindled in size, turned gr e en, and disappeared --that was at
about 0200 hours.
"The three observers gave the impression of being quite l e vel-headed . " 231.
Cape Canaveral.
Friday, October Jrd radio station WKKO, Cocoa, Florida, received phonecalls
from hundreds of people asking about a strange . whitish oval light in the sky that
was visible between 10:00 p.m. to 12:20 a.m.
The city of Cocoa was near Cape
Canaveral(later named Cape Kennedy}, a missile test center. 232.
October 4th.
Increasing UFO awareness in Europe encouraged the Paris newspaper Franc e
Illustration to publish a major UFO article in its October 4 t h issue e du cating
Frenchuen on "souco upe s volant e s."
October 5th.
The mid-Atlantic.
The Cunard Liner Caronia left Southhampton, England, on Se ptember 30th f o r Ame ri c a.
Aboard was a 45-year-old lawyer and former Lt. Commander of a U.S. Naval
Aviation unit .
When the Caronia reached a point in the Atlantic at 42 degrees 19
minutes North, 55 degrees 7 minutes West, at 5:12 p . m. Oc top e r 5th, the lawyer saw
sometnmg in the sky while he was strolling on the ship's d ec k:
"I saw a very brilliant bright obj ect, a perfect c ircl e in shap<!, which
I had the impression was flat, with the flat sufac e i n a vertical plane
and presented directly towards me.
The object bore betwe en one and two
points on the starboard bow of the shi p and at an an g l e ahove the surfa c e
of the water whic h I should estimat e t o be between 15 a nd 20 degre<!s of
arc from the horizontal.
The object had a brilliant light, almost the
intensity of a welding torch.
I should say that it ~1as muc h brighter

.. .

·_

:

- ·. . . ....· :.. ~ . ;·.; -;..
_

TALLY

-:
..
...

.,,-

..

. . .·

-~,;· :~~ Direetorat.:·,~,Speeial;':. ~~igationa•:-;.

'!he·· IG

'/:<···<-. ~il

..

. - 7

Qci:~:t~~~~1~~~ -·--

TO;~ :. ,;, _,~,-~-C~~~i <,fiititil~~:;jiVi~j~'::~~:' \ :\;~%f~ ~.::~~:'~~ ~~~7.:}~/;.
·

NO•

'.

··..·

--~ ·--~~

:'{.,.:..·~·: . ··.~~-·~ .

.·:ifu~,- ;~~]~:~~~t~~~~~;ki~~1~!~J.·~t',;:{:,:ii~iki)i£~:'\~.·
·.;L"fii-~Jii$:~.R8i~~;.uii;~«it:~:ct:t~t~1l~r.Jl95z~~:::,~~f·&ub'j~ct ·aa:~8.'bo;;e·_tt:~ii8C'8U+li:~;·~:~-:~,

dev~opiU,itli~iiiiWiP.td:~a~~~~~o~.:).ncre&·a\d. ..imj;ort~ee·;·to: theae::flamP1~4:·~·~~'!

Sp_e~~;~~'t~~~-~~·~~~~~;;.~p.e;:i ~~-igenert~~~ ~cterist~cs ,.D.nd.~-al~~~. . ~~~--- ~
~~~~~~;:~~~f.;pb4e.~$;~~~:~~~;!:~ib~e~~, . ~8iP~~d~·~r=,_,·~~!~~~., . ~e-~~'~!~~~-··;

<~ ;..1 ~".v: ;.;;~.;..·· . _.~.:--.--:;· < '. ' ·. ~·~·~»... ... · :,..: . d-._._ :~•:1.~··" . "'~· -\ 1o.:'··-r~-'S. -~~ :~·· -~:."~-::.~-~:~.....-: .·-".: ·:·;_: ~.-: E'~~~~:....~..-~. _;,/!·:·1-·:f~~C~·~I:-.!·•-~~;- " :..i:r.;.·=~/:.~;
. ... ~~~·!.1~~:;.... ~ t\.~~· ~ ..J··<
.,_;\~~~.a~-; .·. In, vicv.~o:t." . thia pCHJdbla;:Z"'l.ationship and the. necessitT "for- a prompt;:'a ilal;raia.
of ·:thes• two incident•• it is requested that utmost: priorit7 .be given to the ·lab-;~··
anal781a· of ·subject Ea:!lplea.
.~,- :·:;;.~-~>
·t

,

~"""

m the tOOn OO ' " " o f
(Official
the Des Vergers case shows up in this Air Force
memo
It indicat e s that concern about the
nor ida samples may have b een g reater than
Ruppelt suggests. · --Loren E. Gross)
·:~_·.

.. .. ;

: ·,····

.

~GJ.ad~~i:J:
._,,;:·•;:-·~.:~·•.:·. '-;·

WTIJJIAM A. ADAMS
.·: · !:y:_, · ~ : ;:. ·
· .. . ,.. ...,
, • Colonel,. USA:r
·•.
··.: :'j~t·J:\
. : Chief, Topical D1 vision ·.·:rr i~f~~:>:, :
: . Deput;y Dtreetor tor EatUs-tea~~~ ~ . :~
'Direetont• of Intelligenc-·,...J~/.0 .

62
than a star could possibly be and was somewhat less bright than the sun.
The light emanating from it was a strong silver color." 233.
Still on the job.
When a Los Alamos, New Mexico, resident witnessed the fall of a brilliant pa s tel green fireball with a short tail at 11:00 p.m. October 5th, Dr. Lincoln La
Paz told the press the big bright ball was:" ••• one of our puzzlers." 234.
Draguignan's "Flying Egg."
The passage of a fireball over southern France, the area of Provence, on October
6th, may well have been just a stone from sidereal space, but to a number of Frenchmen ita appearance "proved" the reality of flying saucers "beyond doubt or cavil."
The French were just warming up to the aubj ect of UFOs and were no t as fast i dious aa Americans.
Much was made of the reported low velocity of the glowing
ovoid and quoted the tillles mentioned by different observers which sighted the object minutes apart as evidence that the meteor theory was an absurdity.
The
thing's speed was calulated at 1,800 miles per hour, far below the velocity of usual celestial visitors.
What aay spark interest in the reader of these lines is
two facts not apparent to the French.
For some reason the south of France was a
UFO hot spot so the object's appearance over the region helps the saucer idea.
Secondly, not long before another strange "meteor" had passed that way which does
·not seeni natural.
Witnesses to the latest "meteor" all received a definite impression it wa s moving slow and low.
The account of most value was that given by two Air Franc e pilots at the helm of an Air France DC-4 .
Meteors were a common sight to the two
pilots but this particular one was so different from any they had ever seen they
were a•tonished.
The pilots, Michel Clement and Francois Cavasse, issued formal
statements .
Cavasse said in part:
"At 7:28 p.m., local time we were flying over Draguignan and the Department of Var when my colleague, Clement, drew my attention to a strangely
shaped, luminous flying object.
It looked like an elongated egg.
It
was flying horizontally in an absolutely straight line.
It's speed was
regular and terrific .
The 'egg' was compl etely aglow, not blinding, but
like a neon light .
We were able to follow its course for 30 seconds without t a king our eyes off it.
When it was lost to view it was still f o llowing it s straight course." 235.
A Dr. Carlotta, who practiced surgery at a hospital at the city of Nice adds:
"The trail unlike that of an airplane, came to a point instead of spreading out, and gave off a dim light .
The object itself showed rapid and
regular f>Ulsations. These pulsations were produced by the object itself,
and were not the effect of clouds, because the sky was entirely clear." 236.
Lake Charles.
Back in the States that night there was a UFO occurence of a more myst e riou s
kind.
An object glowing with a whit e 1 ight moved about over Lake Charles AFB
Flight Line at 9:20 p.m.
Three airman watched the object dim and then grow
bright alternately.
The speed of the object also varied, from very quick to
nearly a complete stop .
The general course of the object was north to south,
altitud e undetermined, but it went through some man euvers during the five minut es
i t was under obscrvation:"At the slowest speeds the object made sharp right a nzlc
turns four times." 2 37.
"I hat e to say this ••. "
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When a UFO showed up again over Cape Canaveral(Cape Kennedy) ~'onday the6th,the
Air Force announced it was investigating.
The white, elliptical light was clearly visible to a dozen per sons outside a roller rink at the city of Cocoa. Florida.
Callers to radio stat ion WKKO alerted stat ion employee Al Leonard who went out side
and saw the phenomenon himself.
He quessed that the UFO was 5,000 feet high and
watched i t change direction twice while in view.
It was seen between 10:00 p.m.
and 10:15 p.m.
Leonard remarked:"! hate to say this. but it sure looked like
what you might call a flying saucer." 238.
Cuam.
In the western Pacific, at the island of Guam, at 7:15 p.m .• October 7th, a
control tower operator on duty at Anderson AFB was working a T-6 aircraft on a
local flight plan.
Weather in the region was clear with the exception of a very
high overcast on the western horizon.
The operator, Airman Clarence Morrison,
suddenly became alarmed about a stationary light in the vinicity of the T-6 where
no air traffic should be.
Immediately Morrison examined the light with field
glasses while asking another operator if he would help identify the UFO.
Calls
were quickly made to Guam ATC Center, and a nearbly airfield, to recheck air traffic flight plans.
Weather units were also contacted on the chance a balloon
with a light had been recently send up.
None of the inquiries yielded results
that could have explained the mystery light.
Meanwhile, the light was studied carefully and the airmen in the tower believed
they detected a change of color of orange to white and then back to orange. 239.
Alamogordo, New Mexico.
Two miles south of Alamogordo, New Mexico, was the Star-Lite Drive-In Theater.
The evening of October 7th a 2nd Lieutenant assigned to the missile test unit at
Holloman AFB was at the Star-Lite watching the movie when he saw a UFO.
Since
the officer was an aeronautical engineer, we will quote his entire statement:
".,.my wife called my attention to a light that appeared to be in the
sky through our windshield.
I t looked oval in shape, the major axis
being almost vertical, and about a third of a thumbs length in height,
the hand being held out at arms length.
It was lighter on the _right edge
and top than it was in the center and left side and seemed to be whitish
or pale blue in color.
I saw it in a direction a little bit north or northeast, judging the azimuth from the position of the north star.
I t traveled
in a straight line at the same elevation, about 20 degrees above the horizon,
from west to east and suddenly seemed to get·dimmer and fade out when it was
almost north of us.
It traversed about a thirty degrees arc in four to
five seconds before it went out.
The impression I had was that it turned
on its vertical axis and got dimmer, but not smaller in height, until it was
out, all in a very short length of time ..• " 240.
Yet another green fireball.
The second green fireball in three days flashed over New Mexico.
The glowing
blob appeared at 6:16p.m. on October 7th moving from the northeast to the southwest.
Dr. La Paz estimated that the fireball passed over the cities of Las Cruces. Demimg, and Lordsburg. 241.
October 8th.
The next case is so extraordinary it will be quoted without much comment. The
location was Keflevik, Iceland:
"At about 2100, on 6 October 52 four officers of the recently arrived
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932 AC&W Sq. witnessed a strange object in the air approaching this airport,
It was perfectly round, they said, except for an irreguarity in it's trailing edge, and it's outline was quite distinct .
One of them said that i t
seemed t o have depth, another said that it appeared to be flat.
It had a
pinkish-orange color, and was variousl y diseribed as pale, porous, transparent, translucent , etc.
It initially had a true bearing of 35 to 40 d e grees, at an elevation of about 60 degrees.
It travelled very rapidly on
a course of about 200 degrees in straight and level flight for about 4 s e conds after it was first sighted .
Then, after decreasing speed somewhat,
and with a slight loss of altitude .
It turned to a course of about 185
degrees, went into an almost vertical climb at an extremely high rate of
speed , di.mmished in size and disappeared from view in about one second .
"Altogether it traversed an arc of about 90 seconds in about 6 seconds.
"The object 1 eft ·n o visible exhaust vapor trail, air turbulance or sound,
according to one of the officers, who is Senior Controller of the 932nd
AC&W." 242.
October 9th.
"Straight across and then straight up."
Nothing happened on the 9th until late into the evening when a report came in
from Brooks AFB, Texas.
In a statement by a S/Sgt. (name d eleted) we learn:
" .•. at the hours of 0930 to 1030 A.M. Brooks Air Foree Base, I saw hovering in the sky at about 40,000 feet a silvery object which actually stayed
as if in one place .
Then glancing off to the Northwest, I saw thi s silvery object traveling at a terrific rate of speed then zoom straight up
into the stratosphere and then disappear.
Captain (deleted ) called my
attention again and then we saw another silvery object zoom the same way
straight across and then up at a terrific rate of speed.
The other silv·ery object just hovered above fro about an hour or so and finally left.
The second object flew in another d i rection which I believe was Westerl y." 243.
BLUE BOOK and the extraction of facts.
We have noted the CIA's censure of the Air Forc e's UFO investigation me thods.
Now we will look at BLUE BOOK's Sixth Status Report of 1952 which detail s the military's progress in approaching the UFO problem in an analytical manner:
"ANALYSIS OF EXISTING SIGHTING REPORTS .
"Work has continued on the coding of sight ing s r eports to p ermit analysi s
Reports up to and including 1951 are compl eted except for
b y IBM mac hines.
final evaluation of all reports of sightings previous to 1952 will b e compl et ed
during the month of October in conferences with ATIC personnel.
Therefore , by
the end of October all sighting reports for the years 1947, 1948 , 1949, 1950,
and 1951 will be ready as a group for preliminary a nalysis on IBM equipmen t .
"Sighting reports for the first f our months of 1952 were r eceived lat e in
September.
Coding of these early 1952 reports was begun and should be completed, except for final evaluation, by October 20.
Because the quality and
quantity of infornaat ion in many of the 1952 sighting reports has improved ,
and in many cases more than one sighting is included in the folder, more time
wa s required for coding these reports than for earlier ones.
" Because s ighting reports accumulated at a rapid rate in Ma y, June and July,
19 52, and in general were more detailed than earlier report s , it is e s timated
that it will requir e until the latter part of November, 1952, to complet e
processing and evalua tion of these r e ports for IBM 11nal'ysis .
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"HlSCELLANEOUS SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS:
"The panel of consultants was utilized during the 1110nth to advantage on the
following topics:
"~ysis

of Film

"Two rolls of 35-aun spectrographic film and a section of gun-camera spectro graphic film , furnished by the Air Force for analysis, were examined by experts
on spectroscopy.
After examination of the film, it was found impractical to
proceed further with the analysis without more data.
Although it would be
possible by indirect methods to arrive at limited conclusions regarding the
sources of light that were photo graphed, the expense would be prohibitive.
Further data needed for analysis of film should be d e rived from controlled
experiments using known sources of light, and from information on the following factors :
l. Type of camera.

2. Shutter speed .

3. Aperture opening.
4 . Range.

5. Type of grid used and details of grid contruction.
6. Type of film used .
"Simpl e standards could be established by which it should be possible to det ermine the sourc e of light photographed with the camera and spectrographic equipment at relatively little expense.
It is believed that the camera and equipment will b e most useful when the light is emitted by a single chemic al element.
If two or more elements are involved, analysis will be difficult with this simple
recording device.

"SOIL AND VEGETATION SAMPLE:
"During the month, two sets of soil and vegetation samples were stu~ied by an
agricultural specialist and by physicists.
.
"Regarding the 'Florida' samples, no difference was observed between the two
samples of soil, but it was found that the root structure of the plants from
the area in qu estion was degenerated, apparently by heat, while the root
structure of a control sample was undisturbed.
In addition, the lower leaves,
those nearest the ground under normal conditions, were slightly deteriorated,
apparently by heat.
No logic al explanation is possible for this alteration
in the first sample,beyond the suggestion that a high soil temperature around
the plants could have been the cause.
No radioa ct ivity was found in any of
these samples .
"Regarding the 'Kansas' sampl e s, no difference was found between either the
soil or the vegetation from the two areas from which the specimens were obtained.
These samples are now being examined for radioactivity.
"CONSULTANT ON ASTRONOMY:
"Advice and assistance from Dr. J . Allen Hynek was r eceiv ed during the month
conc ernin g astonomical objects mistaken as 'flying saucers. '
A few fundamental rules which had been given bef ore were further elaborated.
Dr . Hynek also
gave ten consulting hours to the ta sk of improving the quest :IDn in the lates t
questionnaire .
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"INTERROGATION FORMS :
"During July, August, and September, Dr. Paul M. Fitts a nd associates of
the Aviation Psychology Department of Ohio State Univer sity have served as
consultants on the pr e paration of a questionaire tha t would permit the United States Air Forc e to obtain a maximum of useful inform ation from tho se
persons who report sightings of unidentified aerial o bj ects. In so far as
possible, the fo llo.,ing c riteria .,ere used in desig n ing the questionnaire:

1. To develop qu estio ns which could tra nsfer from the observer to
the U. S. Air Force as much detail ed information as possible
conc e rning the event, without the necessity of a personal interview.
2. To develop que st i ons that woul d p ermit some evaluatio n o f the accuracy and r e liability of the observer and his r epo rt.
3. To develop que stions that could be:
( a) easily understood by a majority of the publ ic ,
(b) answer ed .,ith minimum e ffort on the part of the observer, and
(c) obj ect ive ly and easily recorded, and tran s f err ed to an autoomatic machine filing system.
"To meet the first criterion adequatel y, some question s were taken from the
first 'Tentative Observer's Data Sheet.'
Suggest i ons and a dvice from Dr.
J. Allen Hynek, Profes sor of Astonomy, Ohio State Unive r sity, were request ed
and used, and o the r quest ions, believed to be importan t and useful, were d c vised.
A c opy of the second draft of the 'Tentativ e Observer's Data Sheet'
is included as Exhibit I of thi s report.
In general, most o f the questions
in the seco nd dra ft seem to fall in on e o f the following info rmational cat t egories:
1. When the event occurred, and where the observer was located at the
time of the sighting.
2. A desc ription o f the viewing conditions.
3. A description of the phenomeno n itself.
"The second draft of the 'Tentativ e Observer's Data Sh eet ' was des ign ed
for a trial test for selecting and improving questio n s fo r the final qu estionnaire.
Over 300 of these questionnaires were sent to observers b y
On the bai s of this a nATI C.
Replies to 168 of them wer e a nalyzed.'
a l ysis , a s ummary of thes e replies is included in Exhibit I of this r eport.
A n ew quest ionnair e , the ' U.S. Air Force Technical I nformation Sh e et', has
been designed, in which s everal qu estion s were omitted, some were rev ised,
a nd o ther added.
As an example, it was f o und that many o b servers we re
unable to reply t o the question whic h a sked for an estimation of the 'r eal '
size of the objec t.
This quest ion -was r estated in the form of an 'apparent' s ize.
"A sampie o f the 'U.S. Air Forc e Technical Information Sheet ' i s given as
Exhibit II of t his repo rt.
Form A i s for specific data, and Form B is f or
a s hort verbal s ummar y expresse d i; the observer' s o wn wo rd s.
~
"Multiple-c hoice questions, c ompl e tion questions, and drawing s are u sed
throughout the fina l questionnaire so as to get as a ccu r ate a desc r ipt ion
as possible.
Th e mul ti pl e-choice question is well adapted f o r use in
large-scale statist ica l studies.
"The second c rite r ion us ed in preparing th e questionna i re is mos t dif ficult to achi eve .
As far as pos s ibl e , question wer e worded to provid e
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a check on the consistency and competenc e of the observer.
"The best check of consistency would be to have the observer answer th e
questionnaire twice with an interval of time separating the two r e pli es .
S ince this is not practical, it was decided that the next best way would
b e t o have the observer fill in an objective multiple-c hoice section and,
in a ddition, write out a summary descrition in a surmnary data s heet . Any
obvious discrepancies between information given in this description and
that given in the questionnaire would make the observer's repl i es qu estionable.
"An evaluation of the observer's personality traits and mental competence
is likewise difficult to achieve in such a questionnaire .
In addition
to the low validity of standardized ques tionnaires specifically designed
to test these aspects of the individual, the restriction exists that the
observer should not detect that his competence is being considered. In
spite of the limitations, it was decided to include several questions
which might operate indirectly to reveal any severely abnormal factors.
Two questions(No. 24 and No. 38) were inserted for the specific purpose
of detecting replies of the fanatic and over-imaginative individual . A
reasonable assumption is that the person who uses fantastic explanations
and descriptions, and who appears to be convinced that the sighting was
produced by unknown creatures or interplanetary visitors, is not likely
to be a discerning observers.
It is further proposed that such individuals will be prone to fabricate details, and suffer severe memory disto rt ions when recounting the event.
"Questions No s . 5.1 and 22.1 are intended to indicate the over-anxious
respondent.
With the exception of a few instances in which accurate measurements may be made, normally one would not expect an observer to be
' certain' that he had seen an object for a specific time or of a specific
apparent size.
Again, these types of data can be subjected to controlled
experimentation in which observers make estimates of duration and o f s ize.
together with c ertainty rating s.
" Qu e st ion No. 26 is an important quest ion if No. 36. 1 receives a negat ive
reply, and if the duration of the sighting were of sufficient length t ha t
one could reasonably expect other observers also to see the object . If
this is the case, then one would suspec t that the sighting was a r esul t
of individual factors.
"An effort was made to satisfy the third c riterion for the questionnair e
by u s ing simple language and nontechnical tetminology.
It is r ecognized
that this requirement would not permit many trained observers (scienti s ts,
pilots , etc.) to present important technical data, therefore it is recommended that a different questionnaire be used or that different channels
be employed for communicating with this select group of individuals .
"Whenever possible, the questions were written in multiple-choice form,
so that they could be easily answered and accurately recorded.
If it appeared that t oo many catagories would be needed to cover all possib le respon ses, "or if the categories would lead to doubtful or erroneous interpretation, then the question was worded so that the observer could fill in
h is own answer .
A large number of the questions permit the observer to
give a 'don't Remember' reponse, and thus do not for ce a guess or an inco rr ect answer .
"lt was decided that the observer should be asked to circle the correct
answer to the multiple-choice items, thereb y allowing minimum a mb iguity
in the instructions and maximum objective scoring.
System such as checking or underlining the correct answer are often misinterpreted b y th e
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respondent because of previous experience with various amb.iguous checking
and 'X-ing' systems, such as voting procedures.
"It is anticipated that when a sufficient sample of replies has been received from the second questionnaire that further minor revisions will
appear neccessary." 244.
For the moment the most troubling item to Ruppelt in the Status Re port was a
vegetation sample from 'Florida' (grass from the Des Ve rgers case).
The sample
was burned in an odd way.
Why?
Note that both an agricultural speciali st and
some physicists studied the sample without finding an explanation.
Ruppelt wa s
to give the puzzle a lot of thought .
S idi-Bel-Abbes.
Something tenDed a "flying cigar" passed above the Alg erian city of Sidi-Bel Abbes on October lOth.
No more data available. 245.
The Presque Isle problem.
The brightest thing in the eastern sky at Presque Isle AFB, Maine, 10: 00 p.m.
October lOth was a spot of light about 60 degrees above the horizon .
Weather
observers at the airbase trained their theodolite on the spot of light out of
curiosity and they interpeted the image they saw through thei-r lens as :" • • • a ci-rcular orange object with four green 1 ights nearby • •• '' 24 6.
Limestone AFB some 20 miles northeast was contacted and asked to confirm the
presence of a st-range illuminous body to the east.
Limestone observers set up
their theodolite and took some measurements that indicated a body 100 miles
above the earth! 24 7.
This was too close to be a star or planet an <I too far. aw~t Y
to be any sort of aircraft or balloon .
The information was sent to ATIC whe-re
the 100 mile figure cau sed a sensation.
Falmouth, Massachusetts.
A blinking white light was seen shooting straight up at terrific speed at 11 :
30 p . m. October lOth near Oti s AFB .
A S/Sgt. Richard County, A 2/C Edward Robinson, and A 1/C James Barren, we re all watching from the porch of t~e enlisted
men's ba-rracks as the light zoomed skyward.
Abruptly the light stopped, and
then it performed a pendulum motion, an action that l asted for 20 minut es, aft e rwhich it shot upward again. 248.
Manston, England .
Europe contributed a better -report . A C-1 priority • ilita ry teletype message
from Manston, England, site of an USAF Fighter-bombe-r base, read:
"RND IN SHAPE, 3 INS IN DIA AT UNDETERMINED ALTITUDE, GLITTERING SILVER
LIKE COLOR OF A STAR CONSTANTLY L IT, 2 OBJS, SIGHTED AT DIFFERENT INTERVALS,
~EN OBJ ROLLED OVER ON EDGE, APPEARED TO BE 3-4 INS LONG AND 1 IN THICK,
NO EXHAUST, NO SOUND, OBJ MOVED ACROSS THE SKY FR NW TO SE HOVERING IN A
CIRCULAR PATTERN AT EVENLY SPACED INTERVALS, OBJ ROLLED OVER ON ITS SIDE
AND DISAPPEARED." 249.
Octobe-r llt h.
No UFO r e port s this day hut the re was an interesting meetin r. which

featured
Dr. J. Allen Hynek and Drs. Me nzel and Liddell, the latt er t\o/0 men ferocious f oes
of "UFO believers."
Menzel wa s predicable, expounding his technical theories,
b ut T.iddel wandered away from physics.
He ta-rget e d the "mass hysteria" sweepi ng the nation and u-rged that ste ps be taken to all eviate i t .
Liddel charged
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that a "fear psycho sis" was being caused by sensation seeking newspaper reporters and "hue kst ers."
Dr. Hynek, who was exposed to UFO reports on a regular basis and had t alked
to num e rous eyewitn esses, was beginning to suspect that the s ky phenomenon was
much st ranger than men like Menzel and Liddel r ea lized.
After briefing the
BLUE BOOK people on the meeting, Ruppelt 's team printed the following in its
periodic Status Report:
"Dr. J. Allen Hynek, of the Ohio State University, attended the Boston
meeting of the Optical Society of America on 11 October 19 52.
The
Society took c ogn izance this year of the many reports of unusual aerial
phenomena by including three invited papers on the subject in their
otherwise straightforward scientific meeting.
One of the invited papers was by Dr. J. Allen Hynek, entitled 'Unusual Aerial Phenomena.'
The other two papers were by Drs . ~lenzel and Liddell, of Harvard Observatory and the Atomic Energy Commission, r espectively.
"The papers of Menzel and Liddell, thou g h differing somewhat in cant ent,
we re identical in sp irit .
Both papers were cha racterized by the fact
that numerous explanations for unexplained sightings we re given without
a single reference to a specific sighting in the files of the Air Technical Intelligence Cent er.
Both papers presented a series of well-worn
statements as to how jet fig hters, meteors, reflections from balloon s
and aircraft , and optical effects, such as s undogs and mirages, could
give rise to 'fl yin g saucer' reports.
Since there was nothing new in
eit h er of the two papers, the trip from this standpoint was unproductive.
"The paper by Dr. Hynek, in essence, was to the effect that flying saucers represented a science-pub! ic relations problem ; i.e., when a sighting is made by severa l people, at least one of whom is an experienced
observer, the mutua lly corroborated report s are entitled t o a scientific
hearing, rather than ridicule.
I t stressed the point that here was a
subject in whic h the public has shown great interest.
It was recommend ed that the relatively few well-screened reports be dealt with
specifically to see whether any of the causes suggested by Drs. -Liddell
and Me nzel are applicab l e , and, if so, to make this known in these
specific instances.
On the ot her hand, if the suggest ed explanations
of Drs. Liddell and Menzel do not explain well -sc reened cases , this
should also be made known and given further scientific study.
"In conclusion, it was the opinion of Dr. H}'n ek that little was by
attendance at the meeting .
The results were negative in the sense
that it was confirmed, as Dr . Hynek already believed, that Drs. Liddel l
and Menzel had not studied the literatur e and the evidence and, hence ,
wer e not qualified to speak with a uthority on the subject of recent
sight ings of unidentified aerial phenomena.
"An attempt to arrange a meeting by Dr. Hynek with Dr . Menzel and Dr.
Liddell, after th e meeting wa s over, was unsuccessful b ecause Lidd ell
and Menzel b o th had to leave immediately a fter the meet ing ." 250 .
Oc tober 12th.
Off Hungham, North Korea .
UFO reports came out of the Korean warzon e back in January and the months
since a larming military Int e lligence , and here it was October with reports still
being tallied.
The latest wa s a report by Mar in e pilot Major N. Carr who was
fly~ng a two-man interceptor on a mission off the coast of North Korea i n the
vicinity of Hungham:
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"Flying escort at about 8,000 feet we turned port to heading 2~0 and a
large orange ball of light approxilnately eight inches in diameter appeared on our starboard quarter at approximately~ o'clock and appeared to be getting larger and coming at us so I turned hard starboard and
speeded up for an intercept.
At this time our speed vas approxilnately
220 knots.
At this time the light appeared very near at approximately
2 to 3 thousand feet and nearly level as we speeded up for it .
It appeared to descend and drew away rapidly to a distance of a few miles at
a speed twice as fast as ours.
The RO called No Joy [The radar operator
in the back seat had detected nothing on the airborne radar 1 and after
approximately two minutes as we were being drawn away from our escort CAP
area we broke it off.
The light must have burned a total of 5 minutes
appearing to descend and fade away to the north.
This object did not
resemble any type of flare of which I am familer with." 2 51.
Palo Alto, California.
While the northern and southern portions of the U.S. were turbulent with UFOs,
the mid section of the country was quiescent.
An exception was a sighting from
Palo Alto, California.
It did conform, however, to the strange fact that such
sightings were being made for the most part during the dead of the night .
Anyway , at Palo Alto a United Airlines maintenance man, Harry Potter, was
outdoors at 1:00 a.m. conversing with some aquaintances when a half-dozen, bright,
blue-white "rings of light" in V-formation soared through 120 degrees in an estimated eight seconds.
The formation swept from north to south.
To make things
even more puzzling a sin3le object which had the appearance of the others, resembling a dark disc with a glowing rim, passed west to east the moment the formation
was observed. 252.
October 13th.
The Palo Alto sighting may not have been a fluke for the next day two UFO reports were made at locations approximately the same latitude. t.Ja s the second
UFO wave tDOving south?
Mt. Airy, North Carolina.
A white object descended out of the sky near Mt. Airy 4:30p.m. and came to a
halt.
It paused motionless for a quarter of an hour.
A football coach b y the
name of Wallace Sheton, observered the object, as did members of his team. 253.
Sunnybrook, Maryland.
A 15-year-old boy sighted a trio of orange-colored bodies in the sky over the
city of Sunnybrook at 8:30p.m.
He notified the Maryland State Police which in
turn contacted Andrews and Bolling Air Force bases.
The youth noticed a change
in position while the UFOs were in sight. 254.
"Flyin g Saucers not USSR created or controlled?''
The CIA's review of the UFO mystery ran into some resistence on October 13th
when the CIA's Deputy Direct or of Intelligence Coordination, Jam es Q. Reb e r, express ed in a memorandum the following judgement:
"Determination of the scientific capabilities of the USSR to crea t e and
control Flying Sauc ers as a weapon against the United S tates i s a primary
c oncern of the CIA/OS I.
Its rev icw of exist in~ information docs not 1 ead
to the conclusion that the saucers are USSR crea ted or cont rolled.
The
insitution of fundamental scientific res~~ r ch i~ th e primary r es ponsibility
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of the Defense Department.
It is far too early in view of the present
state of our knowledge regarding Flying Saucers for psychological warfare planners to start planning how the United States might use U.S.
Flying Saucers against the enemy.
When intelligence has submitted the
National Estimate on Flying Saucers there will be time and a basis for a
public policy to reduce or restrain mass hysteria." 255.
Reber's opinion evidently carried considerable weight, either that or he was
not alone in his dissenting view, for the memorandum apparently made a meeting
imparative to air differences.
Presque Isle hits BLUE BOOK.
A teletype message arrived at BLUE BOOK October 13th with an account of a
"circular orange object with four green lights nearby" at an enormous
altitude above the state of Maine.
Officials at Presque Isle AFB let BLUE BOOK
know that the investigation was continuing. 256.
Experts at BLUE BOOK got real excited over the Presque Isle message when they
got around to reading it because they had definite measurements made by two different theodolites.
The calculations produced lines that intersected 30 miles
off the Maine coast and at 300,000 feet altitude.
That put i t above the atmosphere, and what could exist at that height except a Russian satellite(very unlikely), or space ships?
The glut of UFO reports evidently prevented a close
look at the Presque Isle case for awhile since BLUE BOOK took no immediate action.
str~nge

October 14th.
Near the city of Constantine, Algeria, at Ain-El-Arab, it was said that a
"luminous saucer" zoomed from west to east.
No further details are known. 257.
Resolving differences within the CIA.
'An attempt to reached agreement on the proper program regarding the UFO problem was spelled out by Ralph L. Clark, Acting Assistant Director for the CIA's
scientific Intelligence department, apparently in response to the sentiments expressed in the Reber memo drawn up the day before.
Clark suggested that a CIA meeting be convended on either October 20th or 21st,
at which time an agreed program would be defined and then sent to the DCI, the
Secretary of Defense, and the National Security Council, for final approval. Two
non-CIA persons to be asked to attend .
They ~ere Major General John Samford, US
AF, Director of Intelligence; and Dr. Walter G. ,Whitman, Chairman of the Defense
Department's Research and Developement Board. 258.
In light of Reber's criticism, it is supposed that Dr. Whitman's presence was required to answer questions
about fundamental research.

In accordance with the usual pattern, UFO sightings did not pick up until the
sun set.
"Chief of the Air Foree's Senate and White House Liaison."
In the Pentagon, room 5D-914, was the office of the Secretary of the Air
Force.
One of the Secretary's assistants was Air Force Colonel Albert L. Cox,
Chief of Senate and White House Liaison.
The Colonel was a trained pilo t and
an "unalloyed skeptic" of flying saucers.
On October 14, 1952, this high governmental executive was out west in a B-25
aircraft a c companied by two other Air Force officers that also worked in the
Pentagon.
At 9:50p.m. the B-25 wa s flying over Zuni, New Mexico, when an illuminated object came into view;
"The object appeared to be composed of an energized substance that emits
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light.
When stationary, it was very similar to a star with the exception
of blinking o.r revolving lights that appeared from time to time from a position above the main body of the object and at variations in intensity of the
1 ight reflected or produced by the object it self.
"The object remained to the west of us at all times during the period of
observation.
Its most significant characteristic was the illumination
mentioned above with the maio body appearing to be oval in shape with a
lower protrusion also oval which appeared to be similar to a large search
light.
The lower part of the object was only visible when the object appeared to turn, which may account for the variation in intensity of the overall illumination.
In at her words, when the object turned toward us, the
brightly lighted lower portion was visible.
"There were two blinking or revolving lights, just above the main oval
that at times appeared red and green.
"The object went through three types of maneuvers - altitude change, hover
and horizontal chamge.
The altitude ranged from a roughly estimated 30,000
to 60,000 ft.
The object appeared to spend most of its time hovering. The
distance of the object from the aircraft ranged from a roughly estimated SO
to 150 miles.
"The object appeared to hover,change altitude and move horizontally unlike
any aeronautical develo pement known to this observer.
In appearance, it
most closely resembled a large dirigible that has been brightly illuminated.
"The red and green lights mentioned above lead this observer to believe
that the object ~o~as man-made and the manner in which it maneuver definitely
established that the object was controlled." 2 59.
~olonel

Cox stated that this is how the object disappeared from view:

"(It) .•. faded from view in the distance on horizon following change of
course from 260 degrees to 200 degrees •.. {and it must have been] .•. made
of metallic material due to high speeds observed ... [and its size and shape
was that l ... of a large dirigible." 260.
In summation, Colonel Cox remarked:
"There is no doubt whatever in my mind about the accuracy of many of my
observations however, distances, size, and speeds, are strictly guesses
1o1ithout adequate references to assure their accuracy.
"This observation warrents the most careful ,attention of the Air Force,
and unlimited effort to determine the nature and identity of the object obsered .
I am not able to dismiss it as a natural phenomenon.
I had always
been sc eptical and unconcerned about such reports previously.
Certain of
my observations were positive and v e rified by two other Air Force pilots." 26l.
The result of this encounter was, in the words of the report, to make Colonel
Cox a:" .. . thorough-going convert to the existence of UFOs." 262.
October J. St h.
"Two figures."
A strange account, not widely known, tells of a story about a gloving yellow
cigar-shaped object, about 90 feet long and 18 feet high, on the ground near Le
Vigan, France, 7:10p.m.
A haze was supposed to have obscured the ends of the
object.
Two "figures" wearing helmets were suppose to have been seen close by.
No other data is available.
Was it a hoax? 263.
October 16th.

I
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"Unknown intruder over Korean warzone."
Another UFO report from Korea concerned an aerial encounter over the central
sector of the main line of resistence on October 16th between 6:50 and 6:53 a.m.
A Lt. Hooper was piloting a T-6 aircraft on a combat mission at the time.
His
radar operator in the rear seat was a Lt. O'Niell.
While on a course of 280
degrees, and flying at 140 mph at 6, 000 feet, 0 'Niell caught sight of something
he at first thoug ht was another airc raft at their altitud e.
The object slowed
as it pulled up parallel to the T-6 and for a second or t wo s tood still. At
thi s point Lt. Hooper could also see the o bject.
Both the men agreed the object
was motionless for a brief momenr.
Dipping his right winR so he and O'Niell
could see better , Lt. Hooper held his T-6 steady.
The military r eport reads:
" ... i t did not appear to have any aerodynamic feature s . Both observers
concurred in the statement that the object was perfectly circular in shape
and metallic silver in color with no protrusions of any typ e.
Both observers stat ed that the object did not appear to have a ny visible means of
propul sian and no vapor trails or smoke was apparent.
The est ilnat ed s iz e
was 25 feet in diameter by comparison with the 37 foot wing span of a T- 6
aircraft at the same distance.
No sound from the object was audible at
a n y time." 264.

Furthermore:
"Lt. O'Niell, who made his observation with the naked eye described the
object as glowing sl ightly while Hooper who wore Government Issue sunGlasses did not observe anything other than that it looked just like a
'ba ll bearing. '" 2 65.
After pausing, the UFO moved off, accelerating toward the nort heast and van is)1ed from v iew in some haze at an est imated 800 mph. 266.
October 17th.
"Oh, papa , come look, it's fantastic!'
UFO activity in France achieved s p ecta c le status with a n amazing aer ia l di splays over the cit y of Oloron on Oc tober 17th and the city o f l.aillac on the
27th.
Unremarkabl e sightings we re made at Rouen Octob er 11th and Mo rlaix on
the lOth in northern France r epr esenting the second UFO wave front comin g south.
On the other hand, there were sightings at Draguignan on October 6th and Montpell ier the same day in the south of Fr anc e representing the fi rst UFO wave. The
midd le of the country, b et ween the latitudes of 44 and 48 degrees, apparently
had no UFO activity.
Both Oloron and Galliac are in the south o f France and UFO activity there
would be part of the fir st wave.
Other than that, wha t happened in the ski es of
the forementioned cit ies i s beyond und erstand ing.
Olo ron .
H. Yv es "Prigent was the superintendent of the Oloron high school , and hi s wife
wa s one of the teach e rs.
The coupl e had thr ee ch ild rem and l ived in an apa rtm ent
that had a good view of the sky to the nort h of Oloron.
At 12:50 p . m. on October
17,1952 the fam il y was about to have lunch when H. Pr i gen t ' s son Jean yelled:"Oh,
papa, come l ook, it's f anta stic! "
The boy had been gazing out the window at a
c loudless azurl'! sky a nd t h ere in th e atmosphere h e b e held a ma r vel.
The fa mil y ru shed to t he window.
What they saw was discribed by the fathPr ,
Mr. Prigent, to inv estigato rs.
Iso la ted in the c lear blue s ky was a singl ~ small
clou d, and a bov e the bit of ""hi te vapo r at an und etermined a ltitud e wa s a l ong
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lead colored, cylinder inc! inded at an angle of 45 degrees.
The "tube" ,..as
very distinct, non-luminous, and had this interesting detail.
From the upper end of the cylinder there appeared to be a plume of ,..hite Sllloke.
The cylinder was moving in a southwest direction,and some distance to the
southwest was a cluster of some 30 or so "balls" that seemed to be puffs of
smoke.
M. Prigent obtained some opera glasses and peered at the objects which
seemed featureless but which, under magnification, proved to be red spheres
circled by a yellow-colored band or ring.*
Another peculiar characteristic
about these small Saturn-like objects was the odd way they travelled about, in
pairs in a raoid zi~~aR fashion.
Occasionally a whitish streak appeared between
the ringed spheres when they separated to any extent which became a flaky trail
that spread into a veil of filaments(Subsequently dubbed "angel hair").
This
material fell over an extensive area, not only at Oloron where it drapped itself
over trees and telephone wires, but also at the village of Geronce and in Josbaight valley.
Very curious, the teachers at Oloron high school, who by this time had been
alerted to the ~traordinary phenomenon, collected some of the filaments.
Someone suggested that the material had the appearance of nylon or wool.
They experimented by striking a match and holding the materia~ in the flame.
The stuff
ignited and flared up in the manner of cellophane.
Unfortunately, more sophisticated tests were prevented by the werid fact that the threads turned into a
gelatinous mass and then sublimed into the air leaving no trace. 267. Experts
later lamented the failure to put some of the material into a sealed container .
A radar gone crazy and a greyish cloud.
Some 70 miles due north of Oloron was a French AFB at Mont de Marsan,and about
four and a half after the phantasmagoria at Oloron, something strange occurred to
the radar equipment at the airfield.
Technicians claimed their instruments "went
crazy" and would not operate without continual adjustmeny.
This was a problem
completely unprecedented, and being so unexampled it caused one airman to go outside to check the environment.
There, overhead, vas odd "greyish cloud" contantly revolving as it drifted over the airfield.
Only when the spinuing mass of
vapor left the area did the French radar "calm down."
Did it have anything to
do with the manifestation at Oloron?
Some believed so. 268.
Perhaps one of the biggest mysteries about Oloron is that neither the U.S. Air
Force or the CIA have any(known) mention of it i.n their records.
"Officially" it
does not exist although the case is one of the most fa1110us UFO sightings in the
hi sto ry o f the subject.
It should be noted that the statements of the French
pilots that witnessed the "flying egg" over Draguignan on October 7, 1952, was
promptly reported to the Intelligence Division, HQ, MATS, Andrews AFB, Wa s hington
D.C.
The information was apparently lifted from the widely read Frenc h newspaper
France Soir.
Witnesses of the Oloron phenomenon were abundant and some ma y still
h e living in the 1980s .
Of those named, we know of:M.Y. Prigent, principal of
the school;· his wife, Hme Prigent; a son, Jean Yves; the school car e taker, M. Jean
Pard i es; a passer-by; Mrne Belestin; and the Mayor of Geronce, H. Bord es . 269.

*The read e r is encourag ed to check the UFO report made on August 24, 19 52 , at
Tuc son, Arizona .
A dane ing object vas seen with the "lower on e-third surrounded by a misty halo of a blue-white tint.
-The lower extrEmity of the
sphere protrud e d below giving it a "Saturn-1 ike" appearanc e.
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"Use your discretion."
In regards to the collection of data, Lt. R.H. Olsson of BLUE BOOK sent a TWX
to an Intelligence officer in the field concerning what information, what kind of
UFO report, merited forwarding.
Lt. 01 sson rcpl ied: "It is the policy of proj P.C't
BLUE BOOK that the reporting agency will use its own discretion in determinjng
whether the sighting is of sufficient iJnportance to transmit to this offir. e. " 270.
Considering the prejudice that affec t e d so many pe ople, one wonders how muc h
valuable informa tion was ignored.
Other U.S . news.
There were two UFO reports in the U. S. on Oc tober 17th.
at 2:00a.m. and the second at 10:15 p . m• .

The f i rst occurr ed

Elko, Nevada.
Two hours after midnight a Major Robert Howard of the Air Force ROTC d eta c tment
at Utah State College, Utah, was driving on U.S. Highway 40 near Elko, Nevada,about
two miles east, when he witnessed a strange sight. With the Major was his wif e
and three other civilia ns.
With the unaided eye, the Major and the others saw
an object fly by on a southwest course.
During the fiv e minute passage witnes ses
determined that the object resembled a glowing yel l ow poker chip blinking rapidly.
One odd characteris tic was this : " ••• the object maintained a bouncing motion similar
to that of a kit e. •• 271.
Killeen, Texas.
Two witnesses , one a Methodist clergyman, were engaged in conversation 10:15 p.
m., October 17th, at Killeen, Texas.
In the residental part of town, the men
were facing east whe n they noticed something at about 60 degr ees above the horizon .
The clergyma n testified:
"As to the description of what 1 observed, it appeared to be rather long,
rectangular shaped object, situated in a horizontal position relative to the
earth surface .
My first impression was that a searchlight, or a spot l ight
was being pointed toward the sky, and what I saw was the reflect-ion upon a
cloud.
Then I discovered that there was no cloud in the sky and I looked to
see i f I could detect any shaft of lig ht from the ground nearly in th e bu s i ness area of Killeen but was unable t o f ind any such. " 272.
The clergyman's companion told the Air Forc e:
" ••• I caught sight of a strange group of approximately teo round, not well
defined , spots or blobs of light in a single and equidistant sequenc e moving
across the sky at an angle of approximately 60 t o 70 d egrees with the earth.
Light seemed t o reflect from rather than emanate from the obj ects wh ic h were
moving from no rth to south at a very rapid rate o f speed, being in sight f o r
only about five seconds in an arc o f slightly more than 100 d egrees.
The
f o rmat ion of a single straight 1 ine was maintained fo r th e entire interim,
however; as the objects moved toward the south, the formation seemed to v eer
toward the sout b-east in what would give the impression o f r o ugh air, the siz e
of the formation as well as the separate objects which constituted it seemed
to diminish, giving the effect of di s tanc e.
The impress ion of velocity was
re-emphasized by the r a ther sudden fading of the entire phenomenon." 273.
October 1St h .
Flying saucers and Moscow.
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An indication o f what the Russ ians thought about UFOs appeared in a Communist
publ ication , the Buc harest Romanian-language n ewspape r, Viata Noua.
An a rtic l e
ent itl ed :"Th c Effect of War Hyst e ria on Israel," by a V. Sav in~d as its theme
that UFO s i ghtings are produc ts of Pentagon war propaganda:
" The flying sau cers which have c aused so much commotion in the US a r e now
also being reported in Israel, a country which has adopted the US brand of
cult ure.
Haaretz, organ of the Israli bo urgeo isie , · r eported that a resident o f Haifa, the possessor of an academic d eg ree, startled the Israeli
press by a nnouncing that he saw a flying saucer, greenish in color, oval
shaped, with a wide band in the center, whizzing by at terrific speed, disapp ear ing within 3 seconds, and flying from Mo unt Carmel toward the north
west.
"Any perso n in his right mind can readily under s tand that what was ' seen '
by the gen tleman with the 'academic degr ee ' from Haifa was a hallucination
pur e and simple or a figment of the imagination .
The history of the flying saucer, which is nothing more or les s than an invention of Wall Street
propaganda, fully confirms the absurdity of the c laim.
"The flying saucers originated abou t 3 or 4 years ago in the fevered imaginations o f apologists for the imperialist war, who dreamed up this fa ntasy to aggrava te further the war hysteria raging in the US .
The first
fl ying saucer was 'observed' b y a businessman in Boise, Idaho .
Af terward,
o the r person s 'sa w' it, including Don S. Witehead, a merchant in Pine Sluff,
Arkan sas; a ca rpenter in Kansas City, Missouri; two pilots flying over a
mounta in chain in Utah; and others.
"Following t his, other individuals who had been incited by inflammat o r y war
speeches of White House leaders and b y t o ns of poisonous literature distribut ed by impe rialist propagandists declared that the y, too, had seen flying
. saucers .
Naturally, there were many discre pancie s as to the siz e , shape ,
and description of the flying objects and as to the locations where the
saucers had appeared and disappeared.
Desp it e suc h a diversion of detail ,
ho wev e r, all the newspapers, period ical s , and r a dio stations of the US
trusts agreed that these flying saucers were a new type of Soviet airc raft
attempting reconnaissance flights over US terr ito ry .
'
"N ev e rtheless, the honest citizen s of the US did not allow themselve s to b e
misled by the prevarications of the Wall S treet press and vigorously u r ged
the US gov e rnment to investigate these all e ged flying saucers.
Consequently,
the US Air Force undertook the investigation .and, as reported by the Unit ed
State s News o f 6 January 1950, it led to the qua s hing of the campaign carried
At that time, the United States News
o n b y the press of the warmongers.
wr o t e that, a f ter conducting a 2-year investigat ion o f 375 rumors and repo rt s
on mysterious fly i ng saucers, the US Air Force came to the conclusion that
th e re we r e no such things as fl y ing saucers.
According to the United States
News, the Air For ce had concluded that the flying saucers reported by hund reds
of individual s were in reality: (1) an erroneous int erpret ation of different
obj ects ubserv ed ; (2) a mild form of mass hysteria; and (3) f i gm ents of the
imagination.
"Thi s tempest in a teapot regarding the ' secret Soviet aircraft' died down
as if by magic, showering ridicule on the US warmongers and their journalistic scribblers.
"Fo r almost 3 years, the US newspa pers did not dare to mention flying saucer s.
However, th is fabrication has again been taken u p in Haifa, thousands of kilometers from New York and San Francisco." 274.
Australia.
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Things had been quiet downunder as far as seeing UFOs but then, on October
18th an Adelaide journalist had an uncanny vision at 9:45 p.m. on his way home
from work.
The s ky was clear and dark when he spotted:" •.• a greenish-white
iridescent cigar-like object about the size of a Boeing 707 at about ten mil es
distant, moving left to right across my front and from south-east to north-west.
275.
Also:" ... he stopped still to watc h and before his eyes the moving cigar
of light went into a steep upward c limb a nd vanished from s ight at incredibl e
speed." 276.
The journalist, a Mr . Keith Hooper, was shaken by his experience
and tried to rationalize his sighting by thinking up different explanations .
The next day when he reported for work at the newspaper o ffice he learned that
ot hers had reported a similar "flying c i gar" between the hours of 8-10 p .m. at
places like Port Pi rie and Coonalpyn along the railway l ead ing to Melbourne.

277.
October 19th.
Over the center of the state of Illinois a Civil Air Patrol aircraft flying
at 600 feet reported sighting a mysterious "silver ball" at an altitude of 1,000
f eet, the o bj ect trav eling at a great sreed. 278.
This location is about the
same latitude as Elko, Nevada, the site of a UFO sighting on the 18th.
San Antonio, Texas.
A resident of San Antonio, Texas, that lived near the municipal airport wa s
having a cigar et t e on his front porc h when happened to not i ce a V-formation of
three cil:-cular s ilver-colored object s heading south.
The witness was famila r
with conventional aircraft, having his attention drawn to th e sky initially by
the engine noise o f a large air transport. The transpor t was there in the sky,
but what was those ot her things?
One of the object was lower than the other two and appeared to be slowly
tumbling .
When overhead, the l owest object stopped and got sma ller and smaller
until it disappeared.
Probably because it was rising stra i ght up . 279.
Over the Ocean.
Two sightings occur red near Hawaii on t he 19th.
Th e first took place at 6:
58 a.m. when a C-50 piloted by a Lt. R. L. Anderson at 9,000 feet encounter ed an
aer ial object at 1217 north, 15535 west.
T/Sg t. C.M. Bankhead, on board as a
cr ewmember,also saw the object.
The " t hin g" was a : " ... bright circular yellow
light with a reddis h glow around outside edge, estimated 100 feet in diameter."
280.
The cour se of the UFO wa s determined to be 230 degrees, and it s altitude
9,200 feet.
In sight a bout 20 seconds, i t was guessed that the UFO was making
some 3 50 knot s.
No sound wa s heard. 281.
The second report was much like the first.
At 7:49 a.m. a n R5D aircraft
piloted by Lt. J.C. Me Donn ell and A.L. Jennings at 9,000 f eet encountered an
object at 254 5 north, 14805 west.
The "thing" was seen off the left wing at
about 12,000 fe et and appeared a s a circular shape with pulsating pinkish
1 ight s on its trailing end.
The object was in sight f ive mintues b efore moving away fro m the observin g aircraft. 282.
"Cartwheels" over Ko rea.
There was a spectacle over th e front lin e in Korea on October 19 th . "Car t wheel-like" object s throwin g o ff spa rks fl ew in a 1 5 fo o t orbit above the front
on t he west side of the ~fLR.
A Corp . by the name of J.A. Lajo ie d ismi ssed the
flare possibility a nd s ug g e sted that the objec ts resembled Fourth o f July fir ework s. 283.
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October 20th.
Nothing of consequence occurred.
October 21st.
UFO newspaper clippings.
Why didn't BLUE BOOK have more UFO newspaper clippings in its files?
We do
know that the project subscribed to a clipping service, but we do not know its
efficiency and it is a fact that not all such clippings found their way to ATIC
files.
An explanation may be discovered in the way the Air Force's Office of
Special Investigations handled such material.
In a letter to the 13th District
Office at Offutt AFB, Omaha, Nebraska; the Washingtion headquarters of the OSI
informed its agents:
"For your in format ion, no requirement exists for reporting information
concerning Unidentified Flying Objects through the news media. However,
it is suggested that newspaper clippings pertaining to these incidents
be retained in your files for possible future reference." 284.
This particular letter was referring to a news article that appeared in the
Davenport, Iowa, Morning Democrat concerning a UFO report made October 6th. We
do not know what the UFO report said since the clipping was sent back to DO#l3
at Omaha and not retained in BLUE BOOK files, but there is something gained by
noticing that if the report concerned an Iowa location it would be another indication the second UFO wave was shifting south.
In fact, there was a UFO report
October 21st from Knoxyille,Tennessee, which is even farther south. Here is an
extract from a Knoxville Weather Bureau document:
"Observed unexplained aerial phenomena while folloving a 100-gram pibal
balloon vith the standard Weather Bureau theodolite.
Six white or whitish
objects in~ very loose formation appeared in the theodolite vision field.
These were sighted 57 minutes after release of the standard white 100-gram
pibal balloon.
This would give an altitude of 16,565 meters, or 54 ,34 7 feet
MSL.
The elevation angle was 36.5 degrees and the azimuth angle was 267.6
degrees.
"While holding the loose formation of two, three, one, objects appeared t o
execute a long shallow dive at the rising balloon and pulled up at a sharper
angle than the diving approach and at increased speed.
Pibal balloon disappeared from view at 58,022 feet MSL.
Could .have burst.
"FACTS AS OBSERVED.
"Shape - appeared round, or nearly so.
"Color - white or whi tish near the shade of the balloon.
"Size - appeared about the same size as the balloon at that altitud e.
"Sighted - one and one-half to one and three-quarter mintues." 285.
The BLUE BOOK comment on this case read : "There are two other observations very
similar to this in our files.'' 286. The Air Force conclusion:"Unknown." 287.
October 22th.
At Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, 0340 hours,an object was viewed in the sky just west
of 'l!h.ere the t'WO main run"Wa)'s intersect .
It was a round, reddish-orange ball
speeding in a southeast direction.
An airman 2/C John Driscoll of the Headquarters Maintenance Group had just left the enlisted men's barracks when he s ighted
the ball passing over at an undetermined altitude giving off brief spurts o f thin
gas at short: intervals(meteor?) .
The object was seen through a curtain of light
snow and rain. 288.
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"Huge disk over Laurinburg-Marten."
Air policeman 2/C Bernard De Monte was walking his guard post 10:10 p. m. on
October 22nd at Laurinburg-Marten AFB.
He claims he heard an odd dull monotonous tone coming from the dark sky, a noise he had never heard before.
Looking
up, De Monte saw a huge circular object he estimated was between 100-150 feet
in diameter, adorned with some colored, steady-glowing, lights . Two redlights
could be seen on the leading edge and some 8-12 green one s on the trailing edge.
The disk flew around the airbase in a great arc at terrfic speed and was gone
from sight before De Monte coul<i summon the Corporal of the Guard.
The Corporal of the Guard was an airman 1/C(whose name was del e ted in the offteal :record )who wrote a statement for BLUE BOOK that confirmed the unusual droning sound.
He wrote that he was lying awake in hi!! bunk and' heard the drone
which he,like De Monte, could not associate with any pro_p or jet aircraft. Within
a couple of minutes of hearing the sound, De Monte entered the airman's room exclai!lling about a "round aircraft."
The Corporal of the Guard testified that he
rushed outside as quickly as he could but the object, whatever it was, had already passed over, but he did see it at a distance of about two miles travelling
at gr~t speed.
Seen at that angle the circular shape was not discernable.
Two'other airmen north of the airbase(the two air police mentioned above witnessed the UFO from a location south of the field)also saw the object,
According to the sum total of information obtained from all four airmen the UFO flew a
rather complex route while visiting Laurinburg-Marton(See official drawing) .
The very first pass was straight down the main runway.
We have some testimony from airman FrankL. Donnelly who firmly believed t he
object was a "flying saucer' because of the strange sound it made and the fa c t
that he plainly saw the green lights on the UFO in a "circular pattern." 28 9 .
October 23rd.
Radiation and IJFOs.
The push to obtain scientific evidence of UFOs seemed promising on this date.
Although a report had just arrived from Air Force Special Agent C. E, Swinehart
stating that soil and vegetation samples from the Pittsburg, Kansas, Squires
case showed no signs of trama, including radioac tivity{Thc burned rovts in the
Des Vergers ca s e was not mentioned in official speculations during this period),
nevertheless there was another developement of possible value. 290.
P.uppelt and company sh>uld have lcnown about tlte developements years before
but it seems the information was pigeonholed by someone.
BLUE BOOK this time
could not fail in acknowledging the information since it was presented in a public manner in a direct face-to-face fashion.
It happened this way.
A formal request for a UFO briefing was made by Dr . Will iam H. Crew, Assist ent
Director of Scient !fie Personnel, Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, Los Alamos,
New Mexico; to the Commanding General of ATIC, General Carland, thru Lt. Col.
Paul M. Butman of the Atomic Energy Commiss i on Di vision of Military Application,
Washington ~.C.
Such an appeal could hardly be ignored.
General Garland gave
his approval and requested that Capt . Ruppelt visit Los Alamos, a ccompanied by
Col. Donald L. Bower, Chief, Technical Analysis Division, ATI C.
The two
ATIC officers gave their talk to Los Alamos personnel on October 23 , 1952 . The
briefing itself was routine : a short history of BLUE BOOK, current proj ect a c tivities, and a few of the latest UFO report s.
A question and answer period, o f
which we unfortunately hav ~ no details, l a sted an hour a nd a half .
When t he
talk was ov er "the balance of the day" was sp ent with som e Los Alamos people who
expres sed consid erable interest in the UFO subject. That is about as much one can
wring out of the BLUE BOOK periodic Status Report . 291. Other documents, howev er,
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It was Dr. Crew who personally arranged a special face-to-face encounter beteen certain people at the lab, those previously referred to, and the ATIC reprcsentives.
One of these Los Alamos people evidently was a Homer T. Gittinger, Jr .
The others cannot presently be identified due to deletions in the the
official record.
The concern of the lab people was the possible correlation
between UFO sightings and radiation.
That which follows is a pertinent portion
of a BLUE BOOK.file on the Los Alamos trip:
"2. Previous to this meeting, several of the members of the group had met
Capt. Ruppelt and Maj. I. H. Herman at a meeting of the Civilian Saucer
Investigators in Los Angeles.
At that time these people mentioned having
some data on a correlation between the detection of some type of radiation
and visual sight ings of UFO' s.
"3. At the 23 Oct 52 meeting at Los Alamos more details on the above mentioned subject were obtained.
The first incident occurred several years
ago at the Ht. Palomar Observatory in California.
A series of gieger
counters had been set up to study cosmic ray activity.
One person involved in the study happened to be outdoors when he saw a V of V's of shiny
objects go over.
He immediately went inside the observatory and found
that the counters had just 'pinned' (i.e. gone up to the maximum reading).
This naturally aroused the curiosity of the people on this project and
they agreed that i f it ever happened again they would look outside. Some
time later it did happen and they looked out and observed a dark object
passing over head.
"4. The Navy, it was a Navy cosmic ray contract, supposedly investigated,
wrote a report, and concluded that this was all due to a circuit failure.
The people operating the equipment also checked and are claimed to have
flatly denied this saying that due to the circuitry it would be impossible
for similar failures to occur in all the circuits at the same time.
"S. Shortly after this occurrence, one of the persons involved in the incidents at Palomar moved to Los Alamos.
He continued to be interested
an..: also interested some friends in setting up the same type of equipment
on their own time.
They did this and they also detected unkno)oltl radiation.
In two instances, they were able to correlate these with newspaper
reports of the sighting of an UFO.
In these instances the people could
not get outside to observe and had to depend on newspaper reports of UFO's
for correlations.
"6. Similar observations of radiation from an unknown source were on : 1 Oct
SO- 1921 MST, 2 Oct 50- 1401 MST, 4 Oct 50- 2305 MST, 9 Oct 50- 0855

MST .
"The equipment was kept in operation until December 1950 with no more
pick-ups.
At that time the equipment was dismantled.
(Note: The above
was checked in ATIC Blue Book file but there was no record of any incidents
on these dates.
This does not mean much, however, since it is known that a
lot of the incident files were destroyed about this time.)*
"7. A 'photograph of one of the gieger counter set-ups, a diagram of the
set-up, and copies of the traces of records are shown in the attachments
to this report.
"8. It should be noted that all of the people involved in this are qualified scientists working at Los Alamos.
They have checked every possible

*This is a SLUE BOOK comment.
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source of theradi.ationthey can think of and cannot account for it. They
have discussed this with many people including well-known scientists visiting Los Alamos and there is no ready explanation, either for the source of
the radition detected or the correlation between visual sightings and the
radiation.
"9. Reports of these incidents were made to the Security Force at Los
Alamos and supposedly were to be forwarded to the Air Force.
As far as
can be determined, they were never received at ATIC.
"10. Along these same lines, attention can be called to the fact that a
Colonel from WADC visited ATIC several months ago and reported that the
same thing had happened at Oak Ridge, Tennessee.
"CONCUSIONS
"11. The accounts of these incidents are still rather vague, too vague to
draw any definite conclusions as to whether or not further action should
be taken to investigate all radit ion monitoring stat ions in the U.S. to
determine if more correlations are present.
"RECOMMENDATIONS
"12. It is recommended that:
a. All possible details of the Los Alamos and Palomar sightings
be obtained.
This can be accomplished by attempting to locate both the reports made by the Navy (paragraph 4) and the
Security Force at Los Alamos (paragraph 9) reports.
In the
meantime the people at Los Alamos should be contacted to get
their complete story both as a cross check on the reports and
in case the reports cannot be located.
b. Get all details on the incidents at Oak Ridge, Tennessee." 292.
UFO activity on October 23rd.
Forced landing'?
Did a flying saucer make a forced landing at sea?
That was the question
asked by the crew of a Gloucester. Hassachusetts, fishing boat w}Jen they encountered something bizarre some 34 miles southeast of Seal Island off Nova
Scotia in the Atlantic.
The press interviewed the Captain of the fishing
vessel upon his return to port about the mysterious fiery object seen bobbing
on the water.
The Captain at first thought a ship was in distress so he immediately altered course to effect a rescue: ·
"'Reaching the area, we could see nothing but this bright light,' he
said.
'Even with our searchlight we were unable to clearly make out
what caused it.
Because of the swell, water swept over the object repeatedly, causing a loud crackling noise.'
"After notifying the Coast Guard at Marchfield, Mass., the fishermen
remained in the vicinity a half hour watching the object which, Captain
Cecilo said, 'seemed to skip about on the surface of the water."' 293.
Tal edo, Ohio.
A young man and his brid e of only a few days were beginning their honeymoon
and were motoring down U.S. highway 2 0 some 10 miles west of Tal edo, Ohio, at
6:30p.m. October 23, 1952 .
A male friend of the groom, an Air Force enlisted man returning to his unit after leave, was also in the car.
All three
noticed some strange objects in the sky that were motionless but so unusual
the car was stopped and thP trio got out to observe more carefully.
After
a while the objects flew away to the south.
The groom happened to have a
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35 mm camera so he snapped five pict ures before the objects moved ou t of s ight.
Th e case summary mentioned:
" ... there was no sound, the edges of the objects appeared 'fuzzy,' and
when moving they seemed to be trailing fire. When first observed and after
they appeared to be moving, the objects were in one larg e 'V' format ion,
but later changed into two 'V' formations of three objects each." 294.
October 24th.
While flying over Elberton, Alabama, at 8:26 p.m. October 24th an observer on
board a T-11 aircraft, sighted a "plate on end."
The pilot, 1st lt. Edlolard Rau ,
stated for the r ecord:
"Object appeared in a posit ion 10 to 15 degrees above horizontal plan e
of the aircraft, moving at a terrific speed much fast e r than that of an
F-80, in a direction approximately 15 degrees away from the axis perpendicular to the heading of the aircraft, and disappeared at approximately
20 degrees above the horizontal plane of the aircraft.
"Object resembled a plate standing on end, moving in the direction of the
concave surface of the object.
The line of flight was very stra ight with
a constant state of acceleratio n ... " 295.
October 25th.
Home Gardens, suburb of Reno, Nevada, was the source of a phone call from a
civil ian to a Reno newspaper off ice concerning a format ion of 2 0 strange objects
in the sky.
The newspaper office then cal led a Reno radio station which, in
turn, contacted Stead AFB.
Alerted, the tower operators a t Stead field, A 1/C
Albert Flowers and A 2/C James Wright, scanned the heavens a nd spo tted circular
orange objects speeding east where they passed out of view.
Some four minutes
later an object appeared heading west and leaving a vapor trail.
The object
was estimated to be at about 15,000 feet but even at that height it appeared to
be the size of a "medium size orange."
The time was 10: 34 a.m. 296.
October 26th.
Euro pe.
Ac tivity on the northern front centered on Iceland this day when at 9:30 in
the morning four spherical objects proceeded silently and at high speed over the
north coast on a northernly course.
The objeC tfi crossed the coast near the city
of Akureyri. 297.
Back in the U.S. at Ft. Worth.
At a location some 18 miles from Ft. Worth, Texas, at 4:18 p.m., three people
in a car traveling Highway fl77 gave this d escr iption:
"Object appeared th e size of a large dinner plate, brig ht silver 1 ight,
initially sighted about 35 degrees due east, 2 miles over open country,
object traveled south, object was in sight 3 minutes, object turned and
climbed like top, object appeared to cover 60 degrees in approximately 90
seconds , object just seemed to fade out of sight." 298.
"Good Lord, how pale you are!"
A well -known radio personality that broadcast daily shipping bullet in s from
a s tat ion in Mareille s , France, a Mme. Saux, not iced a strange luminous elliptical
object crossing the night sky from east to west 11:30 p.m. October 27th. Some two

BJ
hour:s later at Marseille's Marignane airport another elliptical UFO would be
seen and it would cause considerable astonishment. 299.
About ten kiloMeters south of Harignane field was the house of the Beloeuv er
family.
Around 2:00a.m. the Beloeuver's ten-year-old son, Xavier, was sound
asleep in a bedroom he shared with his eleven-year-old sister when an errie,
high-pitched whistl·e pierced the night air.
A~aken by the noise, both sister
and brother rushed to the window to investigate its source. They saw an aerial
body,which had evidently come from the direction of the Hediterranean,traveling
north· towar:d Marignane. From the angle they viewed it. the object appear:ed as an
ellipse ~ith distinct spots of blue-purple light ill regularly spaced.
The spots
were hard to pin down since the object seemed to be spinning. JOO.
At the airport air traffic was just about nil at that hour. The office of the
Air France agent,manned by a fellow named Dugaumin, was dead quiet. but the peaceful scene was suddenly shattered when custom officer Gabriel Gachignaid burst
into the room and confronted Dugaumin.
Looking up at Gachignaid, Dugaumin was
shocked at his visitor's appearance, exclaiming:"Good Lord, how pale you are!"
301. A torrent of words poured out of the custom agent concerning the "landing"
just mintues before of a very, very, weird "craft."
The Air France agent immediately phoned Marignane cower but none of the controllers had knowledge of
any such "landing."
Gachignaid, who knew the airfield and its working rout ine
intimately, was not surprised the controllers had not noticed anythin g out o f the
ordinary.
The tower people only watched the well 1 it main runways, furthermore,
the controllers were 45 feet above the ground and that was too high!
Gachignard 's "vision."
A Frenclwnan named Jean Latappy investigated the Marignane story and o btained
the following account from the custom official.
Gachignard worked the night shift on a regular basis so he claimed he was wide
awake at 2 : 00a.m. which ~as "mid-day" for him.
He was definitely not dreaming.
Gachignard told Latappy that he left a hanger and was walking over to the a i rport
control office to check on a mail plane due in from Algiers.
In no burry, h e sat
down on a bench to eat some bread and cream cheese.
From where he sa t he looke d
out over a cement terrace dotted with pots of flowers, and beyond that, spread
out before him, was the airfield cloaked in darkness.
It was almost pitch black
that night but Gachignard only needed the faintnest glow to identify the runways
and buildings since they were so familar.
Behind the custom agent loomed the
side of hanger decorated with a big 30 foot by 3 foot red neon sign that spell ed :
"Marseilles."
.
At 2;03 a.m. the Nice-Paris mail plan e lifted off one of the far runways and
Gachignard watched the plane depart, and while doing so, he sighted a small poi nt
of light growing in size in the sky to his left.
The light was approa ch ing at
a rather high landing speed to Gachignard's practiced eye, perhaps 150 mph o r so.
At the time Gachignard thought he might be looking at a jet plane or a shooting
star.
It was hard to judge distance in the darkness but when the light passed
over a building at the end of the runway, clearing it by only 30 feet in a downward slant~ there was no doubt in the custom officer's mind an aircraft of so me
kind was about to land .
At a speed it was moving, the "aircraft:" would roll
past him a 100 yards away and come to a halt some distance to his right. I nstead the instant the " thing" made contact with the metal grillwork with a muffled thud, i t stopped instantly!
This was astounding to Gachignard. A c raft
moving 150 mph and then coming to a dead stop?
Impossible!
Because of the dull sound indicating a solid body, Gachignard was convinc e d
"something" had landed , thus he jumped up from the bench, left his foo d o n a
flower container, and ran toward the dark runway. It was his duty to challenge
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any unauthorized arrivals but Gachignard had to admit he was urged along by considerable curiosity. In about half a minute Gachignard covered some 50 yards,
all the time peering at the dark mass in front of him lit up only by the weak
glow of the red neon "Marseilles" sign.
As he approached, the custom official
began to make out a dark shape. Whatever it was, it was not a good reflector of
light. Vaguely he could descern a profile of something 3 feet high and 15 feet
long with sharp, tapering ends.
The curve of the bottom was particularly dark
and Gachignard was especially puzzled by not seeing any landing gear.
The upper port ion was a diff ierent story.
Four, glowing, "windows" about a foot square were visible in a straight line over the top curve of the "football" shape.
The "windows" were centered in the middle-top of the object in pairs,and from the
angle they were observed, they seemed to be inclined.
The light coming from
the squares was a ghostly flux of blue-green tints, the gentle glare so subtle
i t did not aid in illuminating the rest of the object.
While the object was veiled by darkness, Gachignard was plainly silhouetted
against the crimson neon glow.
If anyone was inside the "thing," they would
have had no trouble spotting the approach of the custom official, and perhaps
that is what happened because there was a violent reaction as Gachignard got
within 50 yards. A fiery shower of sparks abruptly spurted out the trailing
end, the gush a weird zig-zag shower like small lightnings.
This sudden and
unexpected bit of fireworks paniced Gachignard who halted his forwarded rush
and scrambled backward white with fear.
There was no noise aside from a slight
swish, and no blast of air, yet
in two seconds the object had accelerated out of
sight 1
Because of the stream of glowing particles out of its rear, Gac higna rd
was able to follow the object's departure as it zoomed straight doom the runway
and between the operation building and the control building, climbing at such a
tiny angle it was below the rooftops! 301.
After the object vanished, the stunned
custom agent fled to Dugaumin's Air France office.
Gachignard and some others went to the runway and searched the area with a
flashlight, checking the spot where the object touched down.
Nothing was apparent
but later some authorities from Paris examined the spot and claimed to have discovered some burned grass(The steel matting on the airfield was apparently left
over from World War II.
It consisted of a metal grid laid down in strips and did
not cover the earth totally.)
Gachignard was visibly distrubed as he recalled the experience for Latappy,
giving the investigator the impression that the custom agent had indeed confronted
something unknown and of vast power.
Gachignard did not call what he had seen a
"flying saucer."
Such ideas did not interest h:i.m. 302. He was obstinate, scrupulous, honest, and only concerned with his job and family.
When he reported the
encounter to his chief, his boss stood by him.
People from the newsmed ia were
also convinced, but the police were skeptical.
Gachignard was troubled that anyone would doubt him.
Why should he invent such a yarn, he asked.
Wasn't he
pale with fear when he burst in on Dugaumin?
And do you dream while eating? 303.
Gail lac.
About 125 miles northeast of the city of Oloron is the French city of Gaillac.
Some 16 hours after the amazing "vision" of Gachignard something marvelous occurred in the sky over Caillac.
The first to notice the phenomenon was a farmwoman.

*Another "landing" at Marignane was suppose to have occurred January 4, 1954. The
reader is referred to Jimmy Guieu"s book !.!_ying Saucers Come From Another World,
pp. 140-145.
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Mme. Daures, whose property fronted the Toulouse road. It wa s her chickens kicking up a fuss that alerted Mme. Daures that something was amiss.
Suspecting a
hawk, she scanned up above.
In the sky was a spectacle.
The woman yelled to
her neigbors but the phenomenon wa s so obvious there was no need to spread the
alarm.
People all over Gaillac, including the police, were soon looking skyward.
The same aerial fleet of UFOs that had excited Oloron was now apparently crusing over Gaillac: a long cylinder tipped at a 45 degree angle topped by a white
plume of smoke, and pairs of smaller bodies darting about in rapid zig-l!!ag s.
Only two pairs of the smaller objects, circular with "rounded turrets," were
seen by Mme. Daures who was soon joined by her son, her son's father-in-law, a
M. Corbieres, and others. They watched as the quartet rotated and dipped low in
the sky .
Shortly the first four appeared they were joined by a dozen mor e escorting the giant cylinder.
Some of the darting pairs approac hed within 400
meters of the ground.
The aerial display lasted 20 minutes before it moved over the horizon in the direction of the town of Lot-et-Garonne.
As before, masses of "angel hair" floated
down from the sky, became gelatinous, and then sublimed until the material completely vanished . 304.
Brives-Charmsac.
Thirty mintues after the display over Gaillac, five witnesses at the city of
Brives-Charensac in the Haute-Loire reported a silvery-gray flying disk trav eling
southeast.
Following in its wake was a silver cigar-shaped objec t tha t paused
in the sky for a half minute before moving on. 305.
It should be noted that all this UFO activity was taking place in the extreme
south of France in a swath runn ing from the Department of Gascony to the flepartmerrt
of Provence.
Virgin Islands.
,While cruisinglO miles west of Port De France, at 11,000 f eet, the pilot of Pan
American Airlines Flight 2 53 sighted a "luminous g r een object" drop straight down
of the sky.
It might be easy to explain by calling it a normal meteor except for
two thinr,s.
For one thing p;reen meteors were suspect and the Air Force resquested that all such objects be reported.
Secondly, the fireball seen by the PAA
pilot came so low it was se en entering a cumulus cloud at 5,000 feet lighting up
the cloud with a bright gl ow . Meteors that fall that low are v e ry ra re. 306.
"Some military officials are seriously consid e ring the pos s ibility of interplanetary ships."
The stories from France may have been falul ous but there was no hint the U. S .
Air Force knew about them(The CIA kn e w about \.aillac.) and even if they did, they
would have to take second place to the Delbert Newhouse UFO film taken back on
Jul y 2, 1952 near Tremonton, Utah.
The film was something tanigble , the t y pe
of evidence the military was constantly begging for and now they had what they
wanted and they were going nut s t rying to explain it. \~hat follo~ots is an FBI
memorandum dated Octob er 27 , 1952, from a A.H. Belmont to a v.r. Keay:
"SYNOPS.IS: Air Intelligence advised of another crediable and unexplainable
sighting of flying saucers .
Air Intelligence still feels flying saucers
are optica l illusions or atmospheric al phenomena but some milita r y offic ials
are serio.u sly considering the possibility of interpla n etary s hips.
"BACKGROUND:Tou will recall that Air Intel] igenc e has pr P.vi.ou s l y kept the
Bureau advised regarding developnents pertaining to Air Tnt ell i gence research on the flying saucer problem.
Air lntelliR<"fl<:C has previously adv i sed that all research pertaining to this problem is handl ed by the Air
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Technical Intelligence Center located at Wright-Patterso n Air Force Base,
Dayton, Ohio; that a pproximately 90 per cent of the report e d sightings of
flying saucers can be discounted as products of the imagination and as explainable objects such as weather balloons , etc., hut that a small percentage of extremely creditable sight ings have been unexplainabl e.
"DETAILS:Colon e l C.M. Young Exect ive Officer to Major General John A. Samford,
Dir ec tor of Intelligence, Air Force, advised on October 23, 1952, that another
recent extremely creditable sighting had been reported to Air Intelligence.
A Navy photographer, while traveling across the United Stat es in his own car,
saw a number of obj e.c ts in the sky which appeared t o b e flying saucers. He
took approximately thirty-five feet of motion-picture film o f these objects .
He voluntarily submitted the film to Air Intelligence who had it s tudied by
the Air Techincal Intelligence Center. Experts at the Air T echincal Intelligence Center have advised that, after careful study, ther e wer e as many as
twelve to sixteen flying objects record ed on this film; that the possibility
of weather balloon s , clouds or other explainable objects has been completely
ruled out; and that they are at a complet e loss to explain t his most recent
cred itable sighting.
The Air Technical Intelligence Center experts pointed
o ut that they could n o t be optical illu sions inasmuch as optical illusions
co uld n o t be r ecord ed on film.
"Colonel Young advised that Air Intelligence s till feels that the so-called
flying saucers are either optical illusion s or atmospherical phenomena.
He
pointed out, however, that some military effie ial s are seriously considering
the ' possibility o f interplanetary ships."
"t.CTION: None.
This is for your information ." 307.
Distr i ct Commanders meeting.
As part of the pu s h to gather better UFO data, officers representing the Air
Force's Cu rrent Estmates Branch of D/I HQ USAF a nd ATIC , brie f ed the District Command e rs' meeting of the Air Force's Office of S pecial Inves tiga tion s that was convened at Kelly AFB, Texas, the afternoon o f October 27, 1952 .
Disc ussions covered
the collec tion of UFO r epo rt s , how to analyze them, and the current status of the
problem. 308. \-!h c ther or not the "interpl a n etary quf!stion" was m ent~o ned is not
known.
Oc tober 28th.
Thi s day did not cont ribute much to our l i st of UFO report s. There are o nl y
t wo brief mention s of UFOs.
A Fr ench engineer trave l ing near the c it y of Nemours , which i s south of Paris,
wa s sa id to have seen a strange aerial body s peeding toward Fontainebleau. There
~s n o t ime of da y g i ven a nd no other detail s.
What is of int erest is that the r e po r t is somewhat toward t he middle of Franc e which had been void o f sightings.
309.
On e o ther sighting o n this day was also of French origin.
It occurred at 4:00
p .m. when a "ball" sped over Tarbes. 310. Again little else i s known but the l oca tion in thi's case i s in keeping with the pattern.
Tarbes i s amid other UFO report l ocations in southe rn France.
Oc t o ber 29 th.
The London Evening News printed a dispatc h o n Oc t o ber 29 th announcing that a t
1 cast 100 Frcndnen had witn essed sixteen fly ing saucers in format ion over Ga illac .
In spite of that, no U. S. Air Force Air Attac he seems to have notified BLUE BOOK.
Jacksboro, Texas.
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While motoring along U.S. Highway 281 enroute to Ft . Worth, Texas, at 6:11 p.

m. October 29th, the witness was attracted to an orange flash in the heavens .
The witness' position at the time was about 19 miles from Jacksboro. He sighted
his UFO at an estimated 2,000 feet travelling an estimated 800 111ph. The UFO resembled a discus used by track athletes. It had a dull aluminum color,and was
about 40 feet across and 6 feet thick.
Two other orange flashes of about one
second duration were seen, coming from a spot on the object's underside which the
witness assumed had something to do with the thing' s exhaust system a lthough no
vapor or sound was noticed. 311.
Hempstead, New York.
"Controlled by something having visual contact ."
Two F-94A jets raced over Hempstead, Long Island, at 10:10 (zulu) on a training mission October 29th.
Ahead of the flight a white light at the same altitude
as the jets', 28,000 feet, was n o ticed.
As the whit e light zoomed by, the jet
flight leader decided to intercept and went to 100% power, at the same time jerking his controls to make a hard left turn.
What followed was a 20 minute series
of maneuvers in an attempt by the jet to get close enough for a good look at the
light by the aircraft's pilot.
In an official statement by pilot Lt. David
Goodnough, it was stated:
"Based on my experience in fighter tactics and maneuverability of fighter
type aircraft it is my opinion that the object was controlled by something
having visual contact with our aircraft.
The pow er and acceleratio n
abilities were beyond the capabilities of any known United States air cra ft.
However the performance was not outside the limits of human endurance. If
the object had been any type of conventional aircraft I believe we would
have easily overtaken it during the first 380 degree turns. During the
first turn I gained about 2,000 feet while the object gained at least 5,000
feet and was turning at our rate and I believe that if it had stayed with us
it could easily have turned inside of us on the second turn.
Our G forces'
on the first turn were 3 to 4.
At 30,000 feet an F-94A without afterburner
can climb at a maximun continuous rate of 1,500 fe et per minute.
In a tight
turn at this altitude the rate of c limb is zero .
The capabilities of the
object were at no time outside the realm o f r easo n.
In other lo>Otds if a
conventional aircraft had the power plant it coul d easily, with a human being
directing it, have performed as this object did.
The object went out of
sight directly above us aft er about 20 mintues of observation.
It did not
remain in a tight turn during the visual cont act .
At one time it s teered a
course approximately towards Bridgeport, Conn. from the area of Suffolk
County Air Force Base.
It then turned around and c a me back a lmost above us.
This object wa s definitel y not a balloon or star and was moving in a horizontal plane heading of 090 degrees when we encountered it." 312.
Octob er 30th.
Ther e was suppose to be a sighting of something flying high over Rict..nond,
Virginia, on' this date
Details in t he New York Journa l-American do not indicate
a good UFO report.
The witness was a South American airl in e -pilot.
Halloween.
"A very puz 7.ling report."
Strange as it seem s the next story is t old b y an Air Force officer .
encount er genuine?
Note what happened to the ca r radio:

Was the

BR
"On the evening of October 31 at 7:40PM while traveling north on highway ~85 toward Atlanta some 4 miles from Fay e tteville a strange object was
seen flying overhead.
"This strange object appeared to be flying at treetop level as I approached
it.
It was of orange color and very similar to an air blimp.
I was traveling at a speed of 60-70 miles per hour as I approached this object. It
was coming directly over the road some 2 00 yards ahead so I immediately
thought of falling aircraft and tried to stop before traveling beneath it.
However, I went under the object which was moving very slowly across the
road.
As I passed under, the radio in the car was silenced as if traveling
over a bridge or under-pa ss .
There was no static - j ust silenced until object was passed.
"As I quickly got out of the car, the object seemed directly overhead at an
estimated 500 feet.
The length was estimated 4 times the height and width
(80' X 20' X 20').
"A clear bottom · view, side view, and angle view was seen. After lingering
for about 20 seconds overhead the nose seemed to point in a 45 degree climb
steadily increasing in speed and angle of climb until it disappeared slightly
to the left of the moon and in an easterly direction.
The speed was tremendous and completely disappeared in approximately 40 seconds.
"There were n o sparks nor was there any sound .
The night was very clear
and stars and moon very bright.
There were no light beams visible and I
looked all around.
"This object wa s very dull orange near the center line and was brighter
near the outer border edges.
"As the object passed between the view of moon, a nd my lo cation, on the
upward climb, the color seemed t o blend in with that of the moon, but was
still visible." 313.

In regards to the f o rementioned report, the best the BLUE BOOK people could
do was to suggest that a high altitude research balloon had drifted down to tr eetop level but after checking with possibl e launching organizations nothing cor That l eft Ruppelt 's group with no other choice than to scribbled on
r e lated.
the case file card:"A very puzzling report." 314.
There is this int e r esting footnote to the case. In a letter accompanying the
official report, the Air Force officer (the one who made the UFO report) had his
Comr.:anding Officer add a comment.
The CO wrote:"l.t. (deleted) desired thi s in cident reported to the Air Force for whatever value it may hav e , but does not
want the story given to the newspapers for fear· that h e may be the object of the
ridicule he has heretofore b estowed upon others relating similar occurences."

315.
Thinking the unthinkable.
Having written off the Des Vergers case, no doubt to the satisfaction of Air
Force hardliners, Ruppelt spent his official time on other UFO matters but he
st ill spent some 1 eisure moments thinking the unt hinka hl e .
He had studied en gineering 'in college and knew somet bing about the phenomenon of "indue t ion h eating," a method often used in metal foundries to bring ignots to the melting
point.
An alternating magnetic field i s generated which produces eddy currents
in the ignot which act s as an e l ectrical conductor.
He remembered that the
S<l il at the clearing at West Palm Beach wa s wet sand to a considerable ext ent
which could have acted as an el ectrical conductor .
Supposing that Des Vergers
had been telling the truth and a "flying saucer," in this case a machine producing a powerful alternating magnetic field, had been hovering at tree top
1 evel, eddy currents may have been produced in the ground beneath thereby
heating the roots of the grass to such an intensity they became charred. This
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would also explain the warm air under the "saucer" which would be rising f r om
the ground.
Electrical activity a round the "saucer" mig ht also explain the
red ''sparks" that hit the scoutmast er.
Playing his own devil's advocate, the
BLUE BOOK chief then asked himself why the metal the scoutmaster carried had
not been heated by the eddy currents, but then he recalled that Des Verger s
said he had only been under the "saucer" for only an instant which would not,
according to scientific theory, have been enough time to produce heat. Ruppelt
followed thi s 1 in e of thinking further, remembering Des Vergers' comment ahout
a sharp pungent smell.
That smell, Ruppelt thought, could have been caused hy
a byproduct of e lect rical activity whkh science recognizes as Ozone.
Consulting a chemistry text, Ruppelt found this sentence : "Ozone is prepared b y
passing air between two plates which are charged at a high electrical potential."
And if that wasn't enough, the text stated that a big dose of the stuff can produce unconscio usness.
Did that explain the scoutmaster' s blackout?
At this
rate Ruppelt had the makings of a Sherlock Holmes.
P.uppelt was encourage to mention his idea to a RAND expert, a member of a
civilian scientific think tank under contract to the. Air Force to advise tha t
service on scientific matters,
The sc ientist became excited over Ruppelt' s
idea but the BLUE BOOK chief refused to treat the h ypothesis as anything more
than an intriqu ing thought.
The sc ientis t, evidently unaware of Air Fo r ce ' s
policy of "n egat i ve assumptions" about UFOs , snapped:"What do you want? Does
a UFO have to come in and land on your d esk at ATIC? " 316 .
We close with a nothe r thing to think about.
If Des Vergers was tell ing
the truth and a "fl ying saucer" had been hovering the n ight of August 19th in
the dar.kness in the Florida swamp forest, for what possible reason did it hover
at that place.
Also, why did it s "he lmsman" permit the scou tmaster to get so
c l ose?
Was it because the saucers' "cab in/dome" was protruding above the
treetops, the branches and leaves ob scuring Des Vergers' appr oach on the ground
below ?
Or "a s it because the "helmsman" was preocc upied,observing somet hing
else?
Similarly, why did the "saucer," if it was suc h a cra ft, land a.t the
spo t indic at ed b y Mr. and Mrs. Wend e ll Wells? A possible answer to these qu estio ns may have been provided by a n ewspaper reporter investigat ing the landings
just off t he Florida road called Military Trail.
Whil e c h ecking the Well s
s ite the reporter noted nothing r emarkabl e about the immediate area but he did
happen to di scover that the spot was:" .. . directly in line with nearby runways
of the airport." 317 .
Was the Des Vergers s ite similarly al i ned ?
Did this
mean the lights "'ere due to normal air c raft tra.ffic, o r wer e some very st r ange
beings peering down the runways of ~le st Pa lm Beach air port?

------r
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1\dd .i tional in f onnation rcc ci v <.cd too l a te Lo inc lude in main

lc:<t :

Not long aft e r General Samford "explained away" UFOs, civil ian effo rts to
dct<•rmi.JH: the trut h(t o their own satisfaction)began to make themselves known.
There were two such grou ps of con sequence.*
One was Civ ilian Saucer Investigation s cf Los Angeles which was g iven
lif e bac k in December 1951 when some Southern Californian writers and engineer s
b eca me ~onvinced there was a need for a coordinated civilian endc;:.vor to sort
fact from fiction.
Members of this small band were: J o hn C. Barnes, William J.
Besler, Homer Davies, Join Davies, Werner Eichl e r, Ge rald Heard(author of the
book: ]2 Anothe r World Watching?), Nor~on H. Nelso, J .S. Newton, Richard W.
Will iams, and Edward J. Sullivan who served as pr es ident.
World War II German
rocket ex pert Dr. 1-'alther Riedel was only an honorary member but he did agree
to head the organization's UFO report evaluation board.
In Janua ry, 1952, the group rented a n:ail box in th e main Los Angeles Post
Office and publiciz ed their desire to receive UFO reports from the public.
Shortly the r eafter True magazine discover ed CSI, a nd then Reader'~ Dig~,
and finally Life.
The response was more than CS I expected.
The group set to tJ!Ork logging, evaluating , and correlating to t ht! best of
it s ability,and s ince the organization kept in touc h with the Air Force, the
b ett e r C<Js.:·s were forwarded to BLUE BOOK.
Aft cr the mention in Life magazine respon se to CSI became world-wide, and
fa c ed with this success th;-group felt it was obliga ted to s hare the d a ta it
wa s accumulating as well as generate some income t o increase offic e staff. Hith
that in mind, CSI began the sale of a quart erly bulletin, is s uing its first
one in September 19 52 . 1.
One of the more active members , Werner Eichler, was
int erviewcd by t h .., Po mona, Cal if om ia, Progress Bullet in in lat P. August:
"The first issue of a magazine devoted to serious r e ports of sightings
of flying saucers will be published about September 5, according to
Wc:rn e r Eichler , translator for the Civilian Saucer Inv est igation who is
attac h ed t o the Guided Nissil e division of Convair in Pomona.
·
"The magazin e will be a quarterly and w ill f eature pic tures, maps , and
reports on s i g ht ings of flying saucers the CSI cc-nsid e rs aut hen tic and
which add t o the knowledge already accumulated by the group and other
agencies inve stigating the mysterious objects, Eichler said.
" CSI i s a g roup of 13 scientists and scien ce writ er s from different
sect i on s of the country d evo ted to tracking down and v er ifying sauc e r
r eport s .
F.d Sullivan, an a e r o nautical engine er, who lives in Lyn...,ood
is president of the non-profit organizatio n .
"E ichler discounts a ll theories that the sau cer s are the r esult of
natural phenomena .
CS I receives from 100 to 200 1 etters a we ek from
peopl e who claim t o have s een saucers.
Lett er s whic h ar e o bvio usly
from j o k c stcrs o r cranks are thrown away.
I f the c orres pondents are

*Th e r e we re a f ew othe rs in the United States and around the •m rld but they
play a v e ry small role in our story.
One of these was a group in New Zealand
c ompo sed o f sc its~ti sts and engineers which called itself " T h e Civilian Saucer
Inv estigation s of New Zealand" and had drawn up its c hart e r in thi s period
(Octoher 14, 1952).
The New Zealand group proposed that a UFO wave then in
prog res s in the s kies of New Zealand and Austral i.e. wa s the result of an al irn
fa sination with atomic tests that the Britis h were conducting on Australia's
Monte Bello I sl and .
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not within reach of the organization it contacts than thru some reliable
agency such as a scientific organization and a thoro inv (' stigation is
made.
'"We reject about 25 per cent: of -he reports as being fictitious or
unreliable,' Eichler said.
'Another 60 per cmt we are unable to
verify, but we also can't arbitrarily dismiss them as untrue.'
"'In the remaining 10 to 15 percent, however, reputable people
sc imt ists or professional people trained to observe, such as pilots
or navitators --have definitely seen objects which cannot b e explained
away as wcat her balloons, natural phenomena, conventional a ire raft or
other known objects.
'"This leaves us only the conclusion that ther e actually are flying
saucers as s uch and that they originate some place other than on this
earth.'
"Eichler himself has seen saucers on seven different occa~ions, he
said.
Each sighting has been verified by at least onl! other reputable person, usually a scientist.
"Eichler is the translator for the CSI and rec e ives all the mail from
foreign countries.
Gerald Heard, author of "Are Other Worlds Watching?"(sicl , is a member of the group .. " 2.
The bulletin ran eight pages and had as a headline:"SAUCERS CAPTURE NATION'S
INTEREST."
CSI told how UFOs were being reported from Korea to Swed~ and
that the Pentagon was having a tough time explaining, zig-zagging in their
offic!al comments, saying on one hand UFOs were imaginary and on the other
hand ordering Air Force pilots to shoot them down!
Member Richard Williams prepared a short summary of CSI' s findings as of
September using some 220 cases .
Unlike Air Force studies Williams easily
found patterns in the data.
Sightings invariably discribed disc-shaped objects that sped through the atmosphere at high speed, occasionall y wobbling,
and at times giving off luminous radiation.
Foreign reports were covered by Werner Eichler and the most fasinat ing part
of his article refermced an aerial incident in the Korean warzon e :
"A statanent is being investigated that one of these planes fired at
the disc and that the bullets glanced off the'di sc like o ff a s phere,
as the path o f t rac er bull ets showed ." 3.
Consid e r a ble spa ce was given to the articl e titled:"New Behav i or Pat tern
Observ ed ," a s l,ort e ssa y dealing with a "splitting phenomenon" d emo st r a ted in
a s eries o f sighting s in the Los Angel es area July 23rd to the July 25th. \Htness es told of spotting UFOs that '' s plit into separate p ieces" while under
observa tion.
Th(>re wa s no n ewspap er public ity on thes e ca ses ,according t o CSl ,
What inwhich meant .diff e rent people we r e evid en tly repo rting a real cv mt.
ter ested CST the mo st wa s one of th e s ighting s in partic ular on July 23rd fr om
Culver Cir::y.
Three employee s of an aircra ft plant no ticed the ap pr oach o f a
Fo rtunatel y o ne of t he witnes s es ha d a p:lir o f
strange o bj PCt in the sky .
binoc ulars tha t en abled him to g et a clearer lo(lk .
He st a ted:
"The o bjec t, a s sero with the naked eye was a brilliant s ilver c:o lor,
but no s hape could be determin ed . As o bserv ed throug h 7XSO binocul ars,
the object had a v ery def in ite o val shape ... and flew in a s omewhat
st ra ig ht 1 in e with a r oc kin g mot ion for a pproxima t e l y 2 0 minute s.
Tt
then st o pped directl y ov erhead and s eem ed to hover in s pace. Aft (!r approx imatel y t wo mintucs it was o bserved that the s trang e o hjl!ct was
launc hing o hj ect s o f muc h smaller s ize than the parmt sh i p.
Th es<'
smaller obj ec.t s we re I aun c: hed f rom the s tarboa rd forwa rd s id e of the
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1110thPr ship.
They I.'O ul.d fly straight pattern s and return to c ircle
t h e- n10t:hcr ~hip, then a ppa rentl y land in or on the large ohject which
was fir s t ~ ight ed.
"Th is activity c ant inucd for approxill~a t cly 25 mintucs at: a n extrem ely
hig h altitude, Then, a ft e r the mot her ship had recived the two srual l
obj ec t s back in it sel f, it: appea red to ascend s t ra ight up , until it
wa s lost t o vision through the binoculars." 4.
Even trough CSI did not fe e l unco mfortable with such "mother s hip" c as E's,
it drew the line at rumors o f "alien s preserved in pickle jar s " at Mar ch AFB.
The UFO myst er y was only in the s ta t i st ical-anal ys i s phase, CSI insisted, and
there was just no c<>ncrete evidence t o give c redence to suc h wild yarns.
F.d
~ullivan mad e i t officia l by detailing CSI's po s itwn in an editorial tit l ed:
To the Man with the Pickle Jar." S.
Con spicuous by it s ab s enc e wa s any mention in the CSI bulletin of a Victo r
Blac k, who with S~llvian and Eichl e r were teclmical writers for the aero phys ics
department of North Am e r ican Aviation back on May 29 , 1951, when the three were
supposed to have been wit n esses to a foi'lllat ion of IJFOs sweeping over Los Angeles.
It evmtually led_ to the establishment of CSI.
Black evidently had some
sort of falling out with Sullivan because an article appeared in the Octob e r
1952 is s u e o f American ~y maga zine that was mig hty unfriendly . Among
o ther things , Black claimed that the May 29, 1951 UFO sighting he was su ppose
to have b e en party to was an outright. invent i on by Sullivan, that he, Blac k , ha d
not seen a n y UFOs ov e r I.os Angel<!S that af t e rnoon .
Somehow Black felt CSI would
be a l uc rative v mtur e f o r Sullivan, naming the group's president: a : " ... r oving
newspape r hum a lways looking f o r an angle." 6.
According to Black, Sullvian
had enli sted t.wo a vowed "saucerites," a columni st for the Los Angel es Mirro r
and a Hollywood press agent, to get CSI noticed by the national me dia.-- Not o nly did Black attack Sullivan, he went furth e r and characterized CSI 's
most famou s associ2te, Dr. Reidel, as that "ex-Nazi engineer." 7.
Althoug h cal ling the sighting of lJFOs "Sauceritis," Black did concede that
people wer e observing something, so h e consulted with rome a e rophysicist s at
the California In st itute of T echnology.
What he learned he d eveloped into a
"astral whirlroo l" theory, an id ea that there existed a natural phenomenon o f
"ro ta ting eJ ec.tric al fields of fin e particles" that ·soar through the atmos phe r e
until they diss ipat e. 8.
These tiny whirl pool s we re suppose to explain all
UFO sig htings.
Black does not naml.' h is CIT experts but hi s id ea sounds v ery
much like that theory being expound ed by t-..o Southern Californian aeroj et roc ket
engineers who had assumed t h e role o f d e-bunkers of "~ta rt ian invaders," Winthro p
K. Cox c and Rollin W. Gil lespie . 9 .
The Aerial Phmomcna Resear c h Or ganization.
When CSI a nnoun cc.od it was ready to act as a cl earinghouse o f UFO data in .Jan ua r y 1952 , Jim a nd Cora l T,o renzcn in Wi sconsin saw the n eed for a s imilar gro up ,
a n ,, rgan izat ion t o t ra c k and r eco rd UFO c ases .
~Irs . LorP.n z en wrot e some people
s he knew in' the Sturgeon Bay area and found t hat 52 ind i vidua ls expressed i n terest in a c. ivilia n effort to learn mo r e about the a eria l riddl e.
In s e l ecting
a name Mr s . Lorenzen deliberat e l y avoided using th e words "flying saucers,"
f e eling that such an expr ession wa s unsci entific .
Having mo r e spa r e time than
her hushand , Mrs. J.orenzt!fl b c.-carne the main for ce beh ind APRO.
A \~al t er Hagen
s e r ved a s Secr etary,and a Jack Moody was appointed Treasu r e r.
Altho 11 g h und e r go in g surg ery in Jun e, 19 52, Mr s . Lormz en managed to wr ite
and publish
th e fir st i ssue of the APRO Bulletin in J ul y , a mimeog ra phed
effort that eventuall y evolved int o a---;;;ore profes s ional-looking s l ic.k-pa per
labor of l ove in l ater years .
Unl ike CSI, APRO rcc e i v.ed lit tl e public it y and it wasn't until an articl e in
~~rican tn.ll)laZ in e in l 'In did Loren zen' s g r o u p get na tional exposu re , nonethe l ess
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authorities were aware of APRO and were concerned about it.
Incredibly, the
"powers-that-be" con s idcrt!d both CST and APRO potent fall y dangerous.
Co111111ercial magazin e s.
After a four 1110nth sleuthing job,J.P. Cahn produced a book-length deblDlking
of Fnnk Scully' s b est seller Dehind ~Flying Saucers vhich was published in
t:'lle -:>ept:Em'bcr ls su e ot 'true.
"'I rue tclt t'nat: by gett 1ng to t'nt' 'oot:t:om of t"ne
yarn a genuine service had been done for the sincere stud y of the flying object
mys t e ry, yet many had believed Scully so the UFO subject suffered a blow of
sorts .
The editors of Tru e may had that in mind b ecause the September i ssue
was followed by an October one that featured a two page spread on the spectacul a r
July 14, 1952 Na sh-Fortmberry UFO-airliner encounter.
Written by th e t'oiO f'il o tR,
the reading wa s im pr ess ive stuff and mad e up for the Sc ull y fiasco.
Nash and
fort en berry concluded their ac c ount with: "One thing we kno w: man kind has a lot
of 1 esson s to 1 ea rn .. . from somebody." 10.
Alarming to the CIA wittnut a doubt was the essay in the September 10, .1952
issue of People Todav. The editors had its writers int erview top Americ an Px pert s
and came tO"the ~lu s ion UFOs wer e Russian guided mis ~ iles gathering r econnaissance ciata as a prelude to nuclear st rikes .
A latt er d ay examinat ion of the
material sl-ows that People Today'.! reasoning to be too loose to be believed but
in 1952 the magaz ine's assurances seBned highly credibl e .
That UFOs had sub stance seemed simple enough to e stablish because the e ditor s
got plain statements to that effect from some willing to talk:
"'Of cours e flying saucers ar e real; declared a r egular U.S. Air Forc e
officer stationed in New Hexico.
'They are not delusions.
Don' t he
sucked in by denials in publicity u sed to cover-upAF investigations .
Flying saucer s a r e regularly seen over Lo s Alamos.'" 11.
Silniarly, the editor s got this quote from meteor expe rt Dr . Lincoln La Paz:
"Sightings here and in Scandinavia lead me to believe that fireballs a nd
so-called sauc e r s may be p;uided mi ss il es - some possibibly ours, some possihl y
Russian." 12 .
Th e People Today writers e ven nam ed what they believed vas t he Ru ssian s;noc <>r s '
launch P:,int:' A"t;;";grad 113, a frozen wast e near the Finnish frontier.
Load !'d
with elec tronic g ear and c ameras, suggested the ma g a zine, the remote-controll C'd
sauc er roc ket s zoomed a ll the way from Ru ss ia to •America receiving guid cn ce
during their journ e y fro m Russ ian XXVI type s ubmarin es st a t io ned at s trat eg i c
l oc.ation s in the Atl ant ic! 13 .
Report s .
Monday night, Septembe r l Sth, at 8:1 5p .m. a couple of Air forc e enli s t ed
men s tation e d at Wic hita AFB sighted an odd object some five miles sout h o f
Douglass, Kansas .
A Staff Sgt . William Muse and a Staf f Sgt . Ca rlyl P.
Me Lendon we r e returning from a huntin g trip in an au to when they spotted an
object about 35 f eet long and 2 0 feet thick motionl ess some 200 feet off th L•
road to the left.
The t wo men decided to s t o p,and so di.d a n un ident ifi cd
mo t o ris t ahead of them.
Th e o b ject in th e s ky reac t e d b y s uddenl y movin l\ ,
Thi s gush o f fin~ quickly
v eering to t h e right and s p~ing out oran ge flam e s.
pu s hed t h e objec t out of s ight. 14 .
A Mr. Q.W. Boho Jr ., hi.s wife , hPr mot h e r, and a n e i g hbor , Nrs. Ha ro l d
Hibb s , observ ed six m ct:~ ll ic -1 ike objects m v erin g in the sky northe ast of
Topeka 2 : 15p.m., Monday Septl'l!lbcr 15th .
The objects were in view for
so me 2 0 minut es before leaving in an cast <:rn d ir ec t ion .
The metallic im-

94.
pression was r,;tusL'<l by a twinkling appearancE' as the strange objL'Cts rcflectL'<l the aft crno on sun. 15.
A "snow-plough shaped cloud" zipped over the Swedish countryside outside
Stockholm trailing smoke on Sc:>ptcmber 70,1952.
The sight was witnessed by
Turc Innola, ex-pilot of the Swedish Royal Air Force, and hi.s wi.fc.
lnnola
est imat c d the phenomenon has passed over at 8, 000 f e c t traveling at "colo ssnl
speed."
During the object's passage it dropped what appeared to be a blue-green
plate-like object which sped off in an opposite direction. 16.
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More last minute add it ions:
Psychological warfare?
CIA experts during this period continued to check the foreign page in Moscow's
Pravda which provided the official version of outside events, but no remar ks
about "flying saucers" appeared.
The CIA paper of September 7, 1952; dealing with the UFO problem and which was
covered earlier in this text, mentions the use of the supposed aerial objects in
psychological warfare between East and West. A possible bit of such disinformation by the CIA showed up in the Stockholm, Sweden, newspaper Aftonbladet on
October 9, 1952.
The Aftonbladet credited flying saucers to the Gerl"lk1n professor
Von Braun and a hundred or so of his associates who worked with him at Peenemunde, all who escaped to Amer ka right after the war.
The newspaper claimed
that a flying saucer was tested in 1944 in Germany and that the specifica tions
w~re later taken to America.
It is true Von Braun and his associates were
shipped to the States in operation Paperclip, but the existence of a Germandesigned saucer was nonsense, either in Germany or at Uncle Sam's White Sands,
New Hexico, testing grounds where the Germans were tinkering with new toys.
The view from England.
The big fuss over UFOs peaked in July 1952 and it evidently caused the English
PM, Winston Churchill, to dash off a short note to his Secretary of State for Air,
Lord Cherwell: "What does all thi<> stuff about flying saucers amount to?
What can
it mean?
What is the truth?
Let me have a report at your convenience." 1.
A Secretary of State's minute from the Air Ministry on the 9th of August r ea d:
"The various reports about unidentified flying objects, described by the
Press as 'flying saucers,' were the subject of a full Intel! igence study
in 1951.
The conclusions reached (based upon William of Occam's Razor)
were that all the incidents reported could be explained by one or other
of the following causes:
(a) Known astronomical or meteorological phenomena.
(b) Mistaken identification of conventional aircraft, balloons, bi>:ds,
etc.
(c) Optical illusions and psychological delusions.
(d) Deliberate hoaxes.
"The Americans, who carried out a similar investigation in 1948/9,
reached a similar conclusion.
"Nothing has happened since 1951 to make the Air Staff change their
opinion, and, to judge from recent Press statements, the same is tr11e
in America." 2.
The forementioned paper passed through the hands of Lord Cherwell who wrote
on August 14th: "1 have seen the Secretary of State's minute to you [Churchill]
on flying saucers and agree entirely "'ith his conclusions." 3.
British c~vilian UFO researchers have tried to obtain various official documents from their country's Public Record Office but were great 1 y hamper l'd by
the Ministry of Defense's 30 year rule that restricts the release of classified
material p!:ior to that time span.
ThP few scraps about Churchill is ahout th ('
sum total of such data available from official British sources dated befo re
1962.
Files dated before th,~t period were purportedly destroyed. 4. No douht
some very fasinat ing material was r e1 egat cd to oblivion.
The Bri.tish military may well have studied UFOs in 1951 and determined to
its satisfaction the subject was bunk, afterall the UFO reports made in the
island nation up to the1 were not much to brag ahout.
That ch,·mged on September 19th with the "To pel iff e case."
RAF represcntat 1ves, a ceo rd in~ to Ru ppPI t ,

told American J n t cll it~mce it was taking. UFOs seriously after Topcliff e . \olhat
pap e rwork passed between the Air Mini stry, Lor d Cherwel l, and Churchill aft e r
Septanher 19,19 52 ha s not, apparently, survived.
Before leaving t hi s subject, one soould consider what was printed in the Lo s
Angele s C i vilian Saucer lnvest i,ga tio n Quart e rly t he Wint e r 19'">2 issue. The CSI
editors n oted that the London Times and the Royal Aer o Club's o ff icial j o urnal
both we r e f in,1 1l y serio usly considering th<< presense of UFOs over England .
Moreover:
" Great Britain h-1s been inv estiga t ing flying sa ucers thro ugh a branc h of
the British Air Ministry, the U.D.L, since 1947.
Our correspondrnt
woo i s closely connected with the D. D.T . states tliat 7000 reports have
been st udied by tbb agency :U, t:he past 6 months .
Th e ll . D. L is a highly guarded section of the Air Ministry . " 5.
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