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Jtme.
The United Press teletype on June lst rapped out the following message:
"FLYING SAUCER OR WFATHER BALLCON ... TI1AT SflNS TO BE TI-lE ISSUE BElWEEN AN AIRLI~'ES PI Im AND TI-lE AIR FORCE.
"TRANS-WORLD AIRI'iAYS PIIm QfARLES KRATOITIL OF PORT WASHINGTON, NEW
YORK, SAYS HE SAW AN UNIDBITIFIED OBJECT •.• lARGE, WHITE-COWRFD, AND
DISC-SHAPED.
"HE SAYS HE A.'ID HIS lWO CREW MA.TF.S SPOTIED TI-lE OBJECT 10 MILES NORTH
OF BOSTON THIS HORNING ... 11-!AT IT WAS PURSUING TI-lE SAME CCJURSE AS HIS
PLANE Bur WAS OBSCURED BY HIGH CLOODS.
"KRATOI!IL SAYS HE RECEIVED A MESSAGE FRCN TI-lE AIRLINES BOSTON OFFICE
QUOfiNG TI-lE AIR FORCE AS SAYING 11-IE OBJECT PROBABLY WAS A WFATI-IER BALLOON.
''HOWEVER, TI-lE PIImS Pur IT THIS WAY: 1 IF THIS IS A WFATHER BALOON ••.
IT'S TI-lE FIRST TIME I EVER SAW ONE TRAVELING AGAINST 1HE WIND.'" 1.
Still Jtme lst.
"Policeman sees tlying saucers."
A press report tells the story of an incident at Tacoma, Washington:
·~ree Tacoma policemen have now seen flying saucers, so they must
be 'real,' they say.
"Latest to witness the l'l}'Sterious phenomena is Oliver Tiedeman who
said he was much impressed t.londay night in a close view of one of
the saucers while driving from Doty toward Chahalis.
·~iedeman said he and his passenger, Phil Raboin, Olympia organist,
saw the whatsit at the same moment while in a dark wooded area.
'"I stopped the car and we both jumped out to watch it, 1 said Tiedeman. 'It seemed to be traveling northward at a terrific speed and
•then was suddenly slowed to a stop. It seemed entirely motionless
'for a few seconds and then sped suddenly eastward, disappearing over
the foothills.' While other reports from the Puget Sound district
told of some persons seeing as marry as five or six of the objects,
Tiedeman said the one he sa1-1 was traveling alone." 2.
Australia.
"We do not pooh-pooh these things."
That same date far away in r-felbourne, a Mrs. Wiley observed a curious, silent, red light in the air, shuttling back and forth, and once and While just
floating about, After three shuttles, the thing disappeared. The object may
have been a weather balloon, but so many odd things were taking place in the
country, Austalian A.ir Force officials requested public help, asking for any
sighting reports. Air Force officials also issued this statement:'~e do not
pooh-pooh these things. We take a lot of them quite seriously." 3.
The next day,appropriately enough, something happened in the sky near the
c-ity of Nelbourne.
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187 'Saiicers''~-! ·
SigP.te~ in '54
WASHUICiTON, June 1 'UI.~.A!: Foree o!llclai.J said today re
ipor!;l or "tlylnll saucers" have
ro!len oft aw!Ctly alnco 195%.
Tn,y believe more sctenUllc In·
tUtl:JStlni and hetter public
educ:~.tlon nro ~spon.dble.
So Car thl.s year only el~h lY•
~evtn uslqhtlnRs" have be•n re·
P?rted, However, the "ftYlnt
s.'\ucer seuon.'' which colnciC:u
10lth t!le Ju!Y·Auawt meteor
:Ju>wed. Ill ju:;t comto: ln. nepo~ts ol "llyln11 uucets" In·
arue when me.teors are most
co:nmon~

..

·

t

The Air Farce rece1ved t:;oo
rc;~orts or · •IJhllnrs In· -t95:.
Jc>st nu Ulo IIOIUre tell orr to
-1~9. II· the pre.. nt ute •hould
hold up throu;hout 19~ 1 the
tut;>l ..·auld drop to 20 a.
Tho Air f'llr<:'ll still h unable
to «plolll 10 per cent ol the
<t:htlnrs. 'nle Idea thnt some
drtCt In from outer ~pace still
~ets some attention. but the Alr
t'~rce snys It has no such evidence. It also h:u no evidence
!hat they c:ome from c. foreign
covernment.
Shbl> 'Dhk' aL nc»lon
Ca;~t. Chatles J. Kratovll, :1.
l'rans World A.lrllnu pilot,
~tdn't say ho • ...,, 1 Uroni" uucer
at 9:30 a. m. 7est..rday, but he
:-rou uru11Akt11 In h1s belle! that
a ~lUll& while lllie-Uke" objeer..

movlnr aaala.st a slxty-mUean-hour llrlrtd nur Booton, was
not a we~thet balloon the Air
Force cl&lmfld was In the t.re•
~~ the lime,
•
Capt. Krato•ll 'aid hr noUCted the Bostoo Airport control
tower a.nd reeel•ed a. reply alt..r
he reaehed IdlewUd Ulat A1r
F'lrco jet· pla.nes wen: sent up
t<> lnvutlnt..~ ILild the obJect
11"3S sMa by thdr erew•. He S&ld
t!le Air Perce said the Jets wen:
~t 10,000 teet and the obJect
~eemed

ot

b~

10.000 root nbo•e

them and rl.slnr !11.1t•

.-

-,
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Flyigg Saucer Sighling3
Fall as I s~ason' Near:J
W.\SH!NGTON, June 1 UiP!
-Air Fore~ nCCiclala •~ill lo•
•'•Y thRt report. of "CiylriK
3'\lcer•" h~<l C.>lltn <>It shorply
'Inc~ 19~~. They uld l.he7 bo>he,·Pd ntore .,ci~nUftc inv~!lu ...
~:sttng ~nd b•tt~r ('Ubho elluC3-hon \vpr" "'''Pon.nbll".
lln r~r thl• )"r.lr only •l~l·t,.
IIIL•ven ••.sh:htJng,. hRVI" b.ten rr-

purt.-.t However. tho:_ ·::nyan~
S.:JUCer

lPJ.::lOtt"' -Whll'h

lOlft ...

ddr•

\\lth the July·AU"u•t
nut~r ahower:to-l:t jt.ul comInK ln.

The Air For<"e

r...;t~vl'\1 1.~00

r4tpot·b of &tgtllln(:t In 19!1'2.

Lout )'t'.lr ttu~re we:-e 4:!~
The Air Fore• 31111 Is unnblo
to explatn 1\hout 10 ~r cent
of lh• S>;thllnl!'•· Officials oa1d
th:J.t

lf

anyone

$&W

nny uniden ..

tthe<l flytn): Ob}ect•
th•y
"would welcome- the ln!om1a•
llan.'*
f The pl•ce to notify l.o lh•
.'Air To<:hnlcal lntelllgenco Cen/trr, Wnxht • Pottei"Jon Air'
1For<"o B;u•, D~yton, Ohio.
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TI1e prUf'g_ce
Of L fa,st .. m()Y•

I In::. uhn1ontrllablo obJ«t 1n

the ·

aky near Baston, 'Wl•lble lor ten
mlnutu, Wll.S nported ye~tet'day. •
.

When Capt. Ch&rl.. J, Kr~t·
oYU, a Ttana Worl<l AI rUnes

pilot, arn•l'cl at Now York In·
ternatlonal Airport, ·Idlewild,
Queens, a!ler a lllght (rom
PnriJ, he aald he h!L<I s~n a
"lar~;o, whlta dlsk·hkt" lhln.o::
In lhn •lr al ahouL ~:Jn .\, 1.1.
Tho objecl wn• obo Hen by
~n.-mben or hl.:J C'ret.Y.
• Captolll Kr.J.tovll said th~ ob•
1 j0<.1. was trnvollnr paraUol to
hi• plano and hlg~ ~bove 1t And
Wtu. );'oln~ :~.g~ll\.:lt & sixly .. mtlt•
GR•hour wlml*
~
C.>ptaln "rntov11 nloi tho oh·
jtcl wa~ hl:a.r~:e.'" but }h.roM
R•ney, C!i&hl ~n~neor, sa1d he
lhous:ll{ It II. Rs about tho ~lze
0( a bAsketball,
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FlYING= SAUCER~-SLEUTHS ·GATHER

DATA ~ON -!AERIAC~OB)~CTS · _,:. .
WASHINGTON, June 2 (UP)The· Air Yor~e's fl)'iilg. saucer
sleuths are still unable to ·e,q,la.Ui
abo~t 10 per cent of the phe_nom~
ena reported to them.
..• ;, .
But so far this year they· have
had only 87 sightlngs'reported to

them:

·

·objectS: ·balloons, a.iiuaft, astranomlca,I !'odie~, atmosp~eric reflectl!lns·_and birds. Of t1\l.s year's
87 stghtinp. 70 per cent have
been explained, 10 per ):ellt unexplalned ·.and 20 per cent of the
reports_ contained sud! flbnsy In~onnationJ ~..c.
tJ;,a~
.they.
had
to be
Ignored.
........
r, , • _,

.. ., ·•. :,. •. i ' n\TERESDNG lr.Acrs

:·.z;w;

At. that. rate, the _students Of •
ln~g facts ~~ ·unidentified flying objects (UFQ's) by the UFO. students are these:up
faced the . prospect o_f gl!tt!ng •
There 15 a Mdirect correlathrough 1954 with fewer than halt tion" between 'the number of
as t:nany flymg object reports as sightlngs reported aitd the publast.year. • · ' · :;:: - · ., • .o-.::-· llcity given·~to saucers by the
~ .1952, 1700 si¥htings were nali?n's _press. :-, ;~. ,::, c.
reported and Investigated. Last
2. UFO .reports · Increase at
year the figure ~ 429. 'Ibe those times or year when meteors
present annual rate JS -about 208. are -most common. :;• •._ -: · ·'
. The aerial phenomena that gi~e
Saucer ~tings" have been
nse .to UFO reports are still mac\e by both visual i.nd ·radar
present, of course, and the Idea means. .._.., >;"' .- .· . ··that some of _them drif~ in from •Tbe Aii-~Fci'n':e'said that "ternouter space stil~ gets some. atten- perature lnvetslon reflections-a
tlon. But the A;tr Force believ~ natural phenomena under certain
and, says the. ft~ _suppo_rt ~~- atmospheric cond.itions---a.n make
that more sctentlfic mve5t!gatmg images 00 radar scopes as sharp
pr~dures and. better pu~Jic edu- as those from airplanes and at
catiOn &r«; shrinking the saucer speeds appearing ..!o range from
problem. · · ' ~ .
zero to fantastic rates. Ionized
EVIDENCE LACKI:'\G
.,.·_ clouds and flights •of birds also
The Air Force says:
.. -- • have bee!' picked _u~ on radar.
"No evidence has been received
The Air Force gtves these. exwhich would tend to indJcate that planations for Y!sual ~ghtings: the United States . is. being obl. Jet aircraft: flying at. great
served by machines from outer speeds with sunlight reflecting on
space or a foreign government. th_eir polished surfaces, af!! often
No object or particle of an un- =taken for unknown obJects.
known rubstance has been re2. Weather balloons and huge
ceived and no photograph& of 90-foot upper air research balloons
detail have been produced."
carry small Ughta when launched
U you see any UFO's the Alr after dark and have highly reForce says, it "would weicome the flective surfaces.
Information."
3. Meteors and planets often
The people to contact are at bring a flany of saucer reports.
the Air Technical Intelligence Venus In partic:ular is low on the
Center, W rig h t ~Patterson Air horizon and appears to change
Force Base, Dayton, 0., where color and move erratically at cer.•
Capt. Charles A. Hardin collects tain times of year.
4. Saucers 'fhich behave In a
saucer data and directs it to Air
Force and other agencies for sci- "weird and peculiar m11J!ner'' are
entiftc study.
believed to be reflections rather
Over the years, the Intelligence than acual objects. The Air Force
people have found 80 per cent of says reflections may be projected
the sightlngs explainable as known to clouds and haze from both
ground and air.
Brilliant flashing Ughts, red and
white, have been traced to a new
lighting system on top of a tail
section of commercial and military aircraft.
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5.

It dived out of the dark evening(8:24 p.m.) sky from a great height, plunging dowm.;ard until it reached the level of rooftops. The speed of l.ts descent
was tremendous. Spewing a short, yellow, tail, the thing had the appearance
of a "airport wind-sock," according to observers. As it neared the gTOund,
the UFO slowed enough to allow some testimony as to its specific appearance.
It was round except for a pointed projection on its bottom side. The thing was
the size of an auto according to a witness, and was colored white-green.
As the witnesses watched,the object split into two parts and then vanished
from view, or as the observers said, it "blacked out." OJr source for this
account states that the location of the sighting was some 60 miles from the
city of t-ielbourne. The date was June Z, 1954. 4.
Flying saucer over DeKalb.
A Special Inquiry document states that an low-flying, dime-like object
was reported near DeKalb, Texas. (See document)
A sighting of UFOs by the Tacoma, Washington, police that was published in
the Tacoqa News-Tribune came to the attention of the Seattle office of the FBI.
The SpeoalAgent in Charge, R.D. Auerbach, became highly concerned, and in
spite of Bureau's "Delimitations Agreement" with the military, pressed local
Air Force Intelligence for information about the manifestation at Tacoma. As
one can see in the reproduced BLUE BOOK document, a !•!ajar Zechrneister of
~1cChord .>\FE replied that the Air Force had no information on the case and was
not impressed by the report. This upset agent Auerbach, who worfied about
The FBI man had a point. What if saucer-like cradt
espionage and spies.
were landing Soviet coMmandos in his jusrisdiction? How could he ignore Teports
of strange aircraft cruising around the countryside and what could he tell the
public when inquiries were made?
As can be seen under point (4.) in the reply from Washington HQ, the Air
Force bent a little until the situation could be clearified:
"2.

At a conference with the FBI in Seattle, Washington, on 3 Jtme 1954,
the Special Agent in Charge stated that information on substantial reports pertaining to unidentified flying objects (of the 'flying saucer'
type as distinguished from unidentified radar tracks) was of counterintelligence interest to the FBI since the FBI is still charged with
responsibility for possible espionage personnel coastal landings, and
expressed a desire that the Air Force furnish the FBI with the following information under the tenns of the Delimitations Agreement:
a. Information of unidentified flying objects which has been
evaluated by the Intelligence Officer, 25th Air Division
(Defense), McChord AFB, Washington, and which is considered
to have sufficient substance to warrent forwarding to the Air
Technical Intelligence Center under the provisions of AFR 200-2.
b. Information of unidentified flying objects to be released to
the press by the Air Force Public Information Officer, 25th
Air Division (Defense), HcChord AFB, and any additional information available from Air Force sources and action contemplated by the Air Force relative to news releases from sources
other than Air Force to assist the FBI in answering inquiries
they receive from the public.
c. Information of any actual or suspected items of material pertinent to any unidentified flying object as a ~atter within FBI
investigative jurisdiction.
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7.
"3.

In the past, infonnat ion of this nattrre has not been forwarded to the
FBI, since the flying objects reported to date have imposed no threat
to the security of the United States; Air Force interest has been chiefly concerned with the technical intelligence aspects involved and the
counterintelligence value of such information to the FBI was not known.
"4.
On 4 June 1954, this matter was discussed with the Commander, 26th
Air Division (Defense), with a view toward securing infonnation of unidentified flying objects for forwarding to the FBI. It was agreed
that infonnation de?ired by the FBI would be furnished to OSI through
the Intelligence Officer, 25th Air Division, for forwarding, with the
exception of actual or suspected items of material. It was the opinion
of the Commander that such material coming into the possession of the
Air Force could not be released to the FBI in view of specific instructions contained in paragraph 7b(Z), AFR 200-2, that the Air Technical Intelligence Center be llmnediately notified and requested for shipping instructions or other special instructions. He expressed a willingness,
hm-.rever, to keep OSI and, in turn, the FBI informed of any such material
until jurisdiction in this matter can be further clarified.

"5.

In view of the above, request clarification or jurisdiction and responsibility of the FBI and Air Force in matters of this nature, and
action which should be taken particularly with regard to items of
material. In-the interim, arrangements have been made to report all
details of the evaluated sightings, news releases and material pertaining to unidentified flying objects to the Seattle office of the
FBI, by telephone. Reports by OSI to the FBI in such instances will be
confirmed in writing, setting forth details of the infonnation initially furnished. _A copy of-the confinnatory letter will be designated for
the Directorate." s.
"First Annual International Flying Saucer Convention."
Yet another saucer gathering was held in Southern California, this time
from June 4-6, 1954, at the Carthay Circle Theatre in Los Angeles. TWo of
those attenting were William A. Devlin and Max B. Miller, who were covering
the conwention for Saucers magazine. Miller noted that the convention was
really the third such event since the ''World First Flying Saucer Convention"
in August 1953, and Van Tassel's ''World's First Interplanetary Spacecraft
Convention" the previous April.
Miller and Devlin found the Carthay a large and comfortable auditorium,
and the affair reasonably organized,although they were a bit disappointed
with the speaker line up.
Those who participated were:Hal Styles, moderator; contactee Daniel W.
Fry who got top-billing; contactee Orfeo Angelucci; psychic phenomena authority Felix Fraser who had authored The Unseen Universe; "Criswell Predicts" Jeron King Criswell; astronomer!Geo~ Lutz, an exponent of metal. lie mirrors for reflecting telescopes; and a fellow from Hollywood who showed flim clips from the sci-fi flicks ~. Riders to the Stars, and ~lagnetic
Monster. 6.
Don Ryan of the Los Angeles Herald-Express covered the convention on behalf of the conventional ne\-ISmedia andthe result was another public relation
disaster forthose who wanted the UFO subject treated seriously. (See newsclippings)
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: ;:Psycb.iatr~ts ha.ve ~ pla.usibl!l th_eo~ a:~ut _p~_rsons.like some of the people
:mg the .fii'St annual lntematicinal· Flying Sancer Convention at the Carthay
.Theater, which h!~-5 just concluded a: fantn.!if:i.c three-day flight into outer ~pace.
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They say It l.s posuble to
pulectly sane-In fact
!sharp-on 'every subject elCcept
!one. There your trolley slipped.
,That makes you a psychopathic
personality, ;:
•
They held the same
about Columbus. It was so
dent that 'people would fall
the underside U the earth
round that-·"
'
' "Sssh! · Psychopathic per·
sonality."
.~
Delegates to the saucer
clave talk In matter·ol·lact
about seeing saucers,
graphing saucers, act u
-going aboard ~aucers that
touched down occasionally
our backward old planet, Terra.
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They have"sharp sclentU!e
planations for the way the
tors trom outer space are
:e~. ~~.m!l!l'....,.l>Y sqme
jln&nY types ol energy
llal that exist throughout
universe. ,.
• So far three "l!arnest
~uals have come forward
itUYA they saw the Inside
:flying saucer. Two swear
!were given a Tide. One ol these
tarstral hitch-hikers was taken
!aboard a carg"""arrler,
1controlled, whl~h touched
Jln the desert for a load
to try out on the
There •were no
women-In thl.s uucer.
But 'frllrpa!J
aLso bumped
a
parked In the desert, ·
vlte<l aboard to meet the
a cute little doll

"' asked this woman calJtatn ,,,
she 1earned our ~~~~~~~~;~ici;~~t~1~~:\vr.Enr:E
guage," Bethurum related. '!':
had told rae she Uved
planet Clarion which you <a.It'tldir,eet<or
even see froni the earth."
"We automaUcally opeak the the lowdown on this phenome-;
ol the place we land non,
or .mass hallu·,
.dllll told bl111.
which fills the skles 1
quite simple when you under·
eerl shapes. · ·•
~t.and mental vibrations."
~·ve talked to hundredo ol
Bethurqm admitted he Was people who say they saw un•
t advanced enough m~ntally ldentUied flying objects," Gil·
ray explained. ~Lo.ny ol them ~
were olri:ract pilots who said
they follo,.ed them throu~h
the sky. Most ol these en·
cowtters eould be explained. i
-But when I silted lhem
down there were IS per cent •
tllat no ordinary explanatlori :
would fit. We want to lind I
out "hat lhl• IS pe~ cent 1•." j
Lutz ol !>liaml, Fla.,
Unternalclortal11Y known as a,
teles<:opes 1.s going to
He has de>-.
mlrrcr and has
cornlil,eted a huge hew tel•·!
Fa.ns Have Sworn They Had Gone
to be used In searching
On8 of These Things
skies lor sa~cers. '
_

I
I
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Some Saucer
·~
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"Fro zen with Fear . "
Near Helbourne, Australia, in the corrummity of F.ast Dandenong, on June
5th, at 6:20p.m., a 16-year-old schoolgirl named Janette Brown became
"frozen with fear" when a UFO approached within 20 yards. A 13-year-old
friend of Hiss Brown also witnessed the object during the resulting three
mintue episode.
The Melbourne ~s publish the following interview:
"I was so scared. I begged my parents to move to another suburb, in
case the saucer tried to destroy our home and us. I was standing on a
highway, waiting for my girl friend, when I heard a loud drumming; but
there were no cars or motorcycles around. Then a large, dark shape
appeared over a factory, and whirled towards me when I shone my torch.
It got above the house of the factory caretaker, and, when I shone my
torch, \vhirled toward me. Then it burst into light: a gleaming, bluish,
silver-grey light. It hovered 20 yards away on the top of the factory
gate as if it wanted me to look at it, or as if it wanted to look at me.
It was cylindrical, about 30 feet long and 15 feet high, with a canopy
and window on top, and a windm~ on each end. Then 1'1)' friend arrived,
and I told her to watch the house. She did. She said:'A silvery cylinder rose above the house, and swept away in a wide circle to the International Harvester factory, a few hundred yards away. It stayed on
top of the factory for about a minute, and then vanished behind some
trees." 7.
Both girls suffered from loss of sleep, nervousness,and remained frighten
for some time after the incident. 8.
A nuclear phyiscist was quoted in the Melbourne Argus Weekender when he was
asked t~ co~ent on the girls' experience:
---" •.. the light available and duration of observation were sufficient to
discern details of structure that could not possibly be confused with
any phenomena other than a machine that is capable of hovering, rotating,
and moving in virtual silence without any obvious method of propulsion."
9. 10.
The same phyiscist later advised the Australian Air Force in a secret
document that:" ..• this particular sighting has an extremely high probability
Of being a UFO without any provisos." 11.
Coral Loren:en also has a remark to add:
"In 1954 a member of the Royal Australian Air Force told the (London)
~ ~aph that the RAAF was keeping an open mind on the subject
anc-t~eiDeTieved, from information the RAAF had received, the objects could have an interplanetary source." 12.
In June there was other strange occurrences in Melbourne's suburbs. In
Maldon a mysterious object hovered near the ground and was seen by a policeman who reported that he could see "shadows of figures" inside the craft. In
another suburb, not named, another witness heard a werid sound s~ilar to a
phone's dial tone and looking up, the witness spotted a strange object: "It
travelled at a fantastic speed, yet it appeared to be moving slowly, as if
time and speed had become distorted," 13.
·
Confusion and conflict.
The Director of Civil Defense in Baltimore, t-laryland, Colonel Frank Milani;
went public on June 9th in his demand that the Air Force e?se its restrictions
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on UFO information. The following afternoon the Air Force Press Desk at the
Pentagon expressed criticism of Colonel Milani's charges and gave the impression there was little to hide from John Q. Public since during the
months of January thru April "only 87" UFO reports had been received by the
Air Force. 14.
According to Frank Ed1-1ards, Milani really blasted the Air Force. The
Civil Defense official declared during Lou Corbin's radio show:
"It is a calculated risk to asstm1e that the so-called saucers do
not constitute a threat to the welfare and security of our citizens.
We are given to believe they are not hostile, but information on Unidentified Flying Objects is classified, unavailable even to the office of Baltimore's Director of Civil Defense."* 15.
Stringfield and Eickhoff take on the Air Force.
The UFO situation really baffled Stringfield. Since the establishment
of his C.R.I.F.O. organization, thousands of letters had arrived at~the
group's post office box, a great many telling of UFO sightings; but_'-~the Air
Force, he learned, received only an average of 5 letters daily and the PIO
at the Pentagon, a Capt. Robert White, was insisting UFO reports were at a
"three year low'' declaring:"I'd say the decrease in sightings is due to less
publicity .•. people can't sustain a high pitch of interest unless something
new and sensational happens. And it hasn't." 16.
Stringfieid knew for a fact the reporting of UFOs was prodigious(if his
mail was any indication) so ~ho was Capt. White trying to kid? The CRIFO
director did note, however, that local UFO sightings bannered in the local
newspapers failed for some reason to appear on the national newswires.
··Teaming up with a friend, a Tom Eickhoff, Stringfield pondered the UFO
problem. The two men saw the controversy as two sided; with fantastic reports beingcalming related by the public, and on the other hand there was
the Air Force:" ••. Sphinx-like, weary and wary." 17.
Eichoff was a Cincinnati businessman who had taken a keen interest in
the UFO mystery and became upset when he heard that a couple of contactees,
Bethun.un and George Htmt Williamson, would soon make an appearance -tn town
to peddle their nutty books. To Eichoff these individuals were perpetuating a fraud on the public and such men had no right to use the words:
"fact," "truth," and doc~.m~entary." So incensed was Eichoff, he complained
to authorities. He found that the FBI refused to take action, Hoover's
organization insisting that the words were "sales pitches," and these ''pitches" were, in the Bureau's eyes, just "personal opinions."
Undaunted, Eichoff stormed into the office of Lt. Col. John O'~~ra, Chief
Deputy Commander of ATIC, Wright Field.
Eickhoff wanted a showdown. For the record he wrote an open letter
which contained the same points he threw at O'Mara.
The Cincinnati businessman pressed for legal action against those who:
" .•. claim personal contacts with people from other planets(Bethurum,Adamski)
or by means of radio and thought waves (Williamson)." 18. If such tslk had
utterly no foundation as the Air Force kept insisting, then it behooved the
*The .~r Force later denied that information on UFOs was unavailable to
Civil Defense officials like Milani but when the Baltimore Director attempted to obtain such files he was given the run-a-round.
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military to lend support to court action against such persons, to help the
due process of the law in the protection of the public.
This novel approach to the UFO problem seems to have rattled O'Mara who
replied that contact claimants were "obvious hoa.xsters," thus needed no
special attention by authorities(O'Mara ignored the fact many people were
being victimized, even some who were not that gullible in other circumstances). ~hen O'Mara retreated to standard briefing material that was designed
to comfort those who made inquiries about UFOs, he was caught off guard. The
Colonel mentioned that Air Force fighters regularly carried movie cameras to
take pictures of any UFOs so there would be some definite data for scientists to examine. Eickhoff exploded, declaring such a thing a big waste of
tax money if there was nothing to the UFO business. Trying to explain the
apparent contradiction, O'¥ara revealed that the Air Force was receiving UFO
sighting reports at a phenomenal rate:"700 a week!" This was a long way
from the number "87" that was showing up in official news releases.
Another indication that O'f.lara may have lost his cool was his decision
to make disparaging comments about Donald Keyhoe(which were later rescinded), Even worst, O'~ara even denied the famous 1952 Tremonton, Utah, and
Great Falls, ~bntana, UFO films existed.
When Stringfield was told what
had happened, he was fired up and ready to take on the Colonel himself
since he knew a heck of a lot more about UFOs than Eickhoff. 19. 20.
The next day it was Stringfield's turn. He phoned Col. O'Ma.ra and did
some verbal arm twisting which paid off. For some 16 mintues Col. O'Ma.ra
ansHered questions put to him by the UFO buff. According to the Stringfield, O'i>lara said:
"1) Average of 700 sightings are reported to the Air Force a week.
2) The cryptic figure '87' applies to cases under 'special analysis.'
3) Over 1,000 of the nation's leading scientists are ~~rking on
go\·ernmental UFO projects.
4) Dr. Clyde Tombaugh and Dr. Lincoln La Paz are heading the project in White Sands, New Mexico. Here, scientists are trackina two artificial satellites circling our Earth.
S) Se~. of Air Force Talbott's aircraft was paced by an 'Unidentified Flying Object' over Fresno, California, in t·larch 1954.
6) The story of scoutl'la5ter Des Vergers of Florida, was admitted
to be a hoax.
7) Ihtimation that other similar cases (a 1a Des Vergers) remain
unsolved.
8) Bethurum and Williamson were frauds.
9) The material used by Don Keyhoe in his recent book ''as not
officially cleared through channels, that said info was ineorrect, and the rest was Keyhoe's :imagination.
10) The famous 1'remonton film(U-pictures) was non-existent. When
I told him I had proof that the film did exist, I ~as told
that 'It does exist, but the objects were resolved to be of
conventional nature." 21.
Keyhoe and Edwards learn about 0'~1ara.
News of the sensational statements attributed to Denurv ATIC chief Colonel
O'f.tara spread quickly, Key hoe getting an ear full when he ;.as urgently st.Dmnon-
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ed to the ~rutual radio studio in Washington by Frank Edwards. On his
arrival Keyhoe found his friend preparing the script for the evening
broadcast. Excited, Edwards greeted Keyhoe:" •.• I just got this --and its
dynamite." 22. Being a bit dramatic, Edwards read aloud from his freshly
scribbled program notes:
"A high Air Force Intelligence officer today admitted the Air Force
is now receiving 700 flying saucer sighting reports a week. The admission was made by Colonel John o·~~ra, Deputy Commander of Intelligence, ATIC, Dayton, Ohio." 23.
The rest of the conversation as reported by Keyhoe states:
'"Holy Smoke!' I said. •Jtre you sure O'Mara said that? He's supposed
to be one of the key men in the silence group.'" 24.
Edwards snapped:
"'This was a slip --the Pentagon doesn't even know it yet. Leonard
Stringfield just phonned it in from Cincinnati. He will take an oath
he heard O'Mara say it.'" 25.
Keyhoe was still incredulous:
"'But 700 sightings a week! I said. 'I knew there was a big increase, but ~-sure he didn't say 700 a month?'" 26.
Edwards put Keyhoe at ease:
"'No, I checked back.'" '/.7 .
.•Did Stringfield tell it right?
Edwards' broadcast aroused other newsmen and they sought confirmation from
Wright Field. It was angrily repeated that less than 18 UFO reports a month
were being received by BLUE BOOK(Declassified project files reflect that
number). Capt. Charles Hardin, who had replaced E.J. Ruppelt as head of
the Air Force's UFO investigation, made an official statement that went:
"Colonel O'Mara' s words were misinterpreted. What he meant to say was
that if all the sightings were reported to the Air Force, they would total
about 700 a week." 28.
Military records show that the Air Force was slow to forgive Stringfield.
Some Air Force papers drawn up in 1956 refer to a BWE BOOK "Stringfield
file." The language in the file was unfavorable to the UFO buff. Cne 1956
paper says:
"His files disclose that in 1952 {sic) he purposely placed both
Colonel o·~~ra, then Deputy ATIC, and the Air Force in an embarrassing position by attributing statements that Colonel o·~~ra
and the Air Force never made, after a private intervie"' was
granted him to discuss UFO phenomena." 29.
Elsewhere in the world.
More than a dozen people watched a big oval-shaped object which produced
a buzzing sound as it soared over a suburb of Melbourne, Australia, on June
lOth. Local residents said the thing was as ''big as a railroad car." 30.

15.
J1.D1.e lOth.
"Come see the flying saucers."
Mrs. Zapp~·'s husband was in the front yard of their home on Congress Street
in Greenfield, Massachusetts, at 10:00 a.m. the morning of June 10, 1954. She
was indoors busy with houseHork. Suddenly f'.ITs. Zappy heard her husband shout:
"Come see the flying saucers!" Puzzled, the woman went outside and glanced
at the sky ru!d without much trouble Mrs. Zappy caught sight of a pair of black
colored objects that seemed to float silently through the air in a slight undulating fashion on a course west to east.
Immediately after the object pass
ed overhead, a shower of fine ash filled the sky with some of the greyish
flakes an inch in diameter. The substance disintegrated when touched. 31.
June lOth.
"Pulsating and glowing-red."
Military authorities in Cleveland, Ohio, received a ~all from a resident of
the city who claimed he saw something strange while sitting in his back yard on
June 10,1954, about 9:50p.m. The official report read:
" .•. he sighted an object in the air approaching from the north\.,res t. According to ( •.• deleted) the object sighted appeared to be pulsating and
glowing-red in color, with the speed of a piper cub (approximately 80-85
miles per hour). ( ..• deleted) stated the altitude of the object was just
about cloud level, and that it was \oJithin view for approximately one to
one half mintues, after \,'hic:-t it disaapeared towards the southeast.
" ( ... deleted) further stated that the object sighted appeared to be rotA~ing, but had no definite shape.
·-"( ... deleted) informed ~1r. ( ... deleted) that his wife was present during
this entire period of time and that following the sighting of this object
he discussed the matter with a neighbor across the street from his home.
( ... celeted) did not recall the name of his neighbor, but stated that the
neig~bor informed him that he had likewise seen the object in question,
and described it as stated above.
" ~1r. ( ••. deleted) further advised that Miss ( ... deleted), his secretary,
who lives in the vicinity of Mr. and Hrs. ( ... deleted) stated that she had
also sigtted the object at a?proximately 2150 hours, 10 June 1954, and
furnished substantially the same description as stated above." 32.
"Visitor from above."
A military pilot spotted a strange white light near Estacada, Texas, on
June lOt~ at 9:09p.m.
A teletype message read:
" ••• M-IITE LIGHI' CO·!ING 00.\'N FRQ.I AN EXTREMELY HIGH ALTI11JDE 45 DEGREES
ABOVE US TRAVELING FRCJ-1 \VEST TO EAST
aJR HEADING AT rnAT TIME WAS 270
DEGREES IN APPROXU.1ATELY 30 SECONDS DEJECT WAS UNDER US VERY NEAR 1HE
GROUKD.
100 FT ESTIMATION LIGHT F.STU.IATED SPEED 500 TO 600 K LIGHI'
SLOWED IX:'IVN ABRUPTLY CIRCLIJ\G TO LEFT ~ING TWO 360 DEGREE TIJRNS LIGHI'
STATRED TO BLINK TIIEN WENT cur. WHEN FIRST OBSERVED LIGI·IT IT CN>IE UNDER
OOR LEFT WING WE CIRCLED KEEPING LIGHT UNDER OBSERVAI~CE AT ALL TU.IES
VISIBILITi ." 33,
On June 11th at Zurich, Sw1tzerland, police headquarters received a great
number of pt:one calls about a "flying saucer" circling above the city. The
circling continued for 20 ~intues. 34.
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An FBI trick?
On June 11, 1954 the travelling lecture group featuring Truman Bethurum
and George Hunt Williamson arrived in Cincinnati. The two contactees had
teamed up to tour the co\.mtry to enable them, in their words, to hold "candid discussions" of the UFO phenomenon. The two men targeted CRIFO' s home
base, selling out the conference room at the downtown Sheration-Gibson (See
newsclipping). 35.
Prior to the lecture, the two contactees, accompanied by a number of
followers, showed up unannounced on Stringfield's doorstep hoping to get
an endorsement from CRIFO's founder-director. Stringfield didn't turn the
crowd away, but he did flatly refuse to give the public lecture his blessing. During the Bethurum-Williamson visit, Stringfield overheard some conversation between a couple of the West Coast people that referred to the
presence of a FBI agent among the flock. The _CRIFO chief learned nothing
more, but later he wondered about an ulterior purpose to the appearance
of the contactee group, that perhaps "authorities" had directed the bunch
of weridos to his Cincinnati address in the hope he would be mesmeri~ed by
the Aura Rhanes-type hoken and thus become discredited in the UFO research
corrnm.mity. 36,
The lecture at the Cincinnati Sheraton-Gibson caused no uproar. No one
threw eggs or tried to shout down the duo from California, but its doubtful
many converts were made. When Stringfield mingled with members of the
audience afterwards, he was approached by people who knew him. One man, a
local scientist, denounced the lecture as so much ''pseudo science," and
another individual, a Cincinnati clergyman who had filmed a UFO back in
1949(Probably Father Miller)exclaimed:"Two bucks wasted." 37.
June 11th. Astronomer surprised!
Dr. Hugh ~ercival Wilkins was a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society,
Director of the British Astronomical Society, Lunar Section; Fellow of the
British Interplanetary Society, De la Seccion Lunar de la Sociedad Astronmique de France; Presidente Honarario de la Seccion Lunar dela Sociedad
Astronomica de Espana Y Merica, etc. Besides the forementioned distinctions, Dr. Wilkins also Wa.s noted for his fim disbelief in "flying saucers."
In June 1954 Dr. Wilkins was invited to lecture in the United States, and
on the morning of the 11th of June took a plane to Atlanta, Georgia. Enroute the professor looked out the plane's window and gazed at scattered
cumulus clouds that reached 8,000 feet. Like great piles of cotton, the
At 10:45 a.m.
rounded white heaps of vapor were brilliantly lit by the sun.
something very odd caught his attention. Hovering just above one towering
cloud mass were two yellow disc-shaped objects. These objects were sharp
edged and very bright, as bright as polished brass. Peering closely Dr.
Wilkins noted that the two objects were moving north at a slow rate while the
cloud beneath was drifting toward the south. While checking on the pair of
puzzling objects, the professor noticed a third round object lower down and
next to that part of the cloud not in the sunlight. This round object was
also a disc but appeared dull and greyish. Dr. Wilkins assumed the different
appearance was because the object was in an area of shadmv.
This third object suddenly moved, flying in a curving course that took it
behind a nearby cloud mass in five second::~.
Shocked, Dr. Wilkins was nonetheless able to collect his wits and estimate
the approximate size of the objects. He figured they were about 15 minutes of
an arc across, so assuming a distance of t\~O miles, the objects would have to
be approximately 50 feet in diameter.

17.

A•"

FLYING SAUCERS

?

.. rrowJ.••

A CANDID DISCUSSIDK DF TDDAT'S PHtMOMlHD'

!PU.!WU Arr~~:~. ··~~:~:. c:l.~~·~::~;1.

Gl~~~~~~~OTfl ~~t"t18~.:: :,•if.:.~·
8:00 P,.ll,
·' ~. WIDlomooA lo an aolhn>o
~~

"':'

loeilt

rMlo

ud

whO

aner

promoUDtt.

pt.

a colllra

bec&UH ha hacln., uJun;
Jpa.aj&h.
l'tt b.e'1 &a utYte

·~~b:IM•Mahot.&.lclk:z:!Qw•

d.Y'Ilb.aJJ,OD; whtD h• ltl.lm•

b«:: ~ iL

k• claims ba

and, I. rtdlo D~lbr

had

DU•

Wlul wit}) the Mua:rt.
lNt ht &dmu.t tlll m~ t..Jup..

!:l::l.tt0\11

...,.._.

tld.ml. cJos.t

u he ._...

to

u..

18.

In his expert opinion, Dr. Wilkins was sure the objects were not any
sort of "optical or meteorological peculiarity," but he insisted there
"must" be some conventioMl explanation although he was at a loss to
provide one. 38.
The "glass pox" riddle.
A forgotten episode in UFO history was the strange rash of automotive
windshield smashings and pittings that caused considerable talk in June
1954. Some scientists suggested that hydrofluoric acid was responsible
since it is the only known substance that can have a direct chemical effect on glass. Since Fluorine is a by-product of an H-Bomb explosion, it
was theorized the nuclear tests in the Pacific sent acid high in the atmosphere which was then carried eastward by air currents. Besides the
United States, windshields were damaged in England, Belgit.un, Holland, and
France.
Critics of the Fluorine explanation pointed out that the paint
on the car should have been effected also,but no paint damage was not~.
For a time people blamed the mysterious epidemic on flying saucers~
•iJ:"l
"Little interest in France."
:;~
In June French UFO authority Aime Michel surveyed the European sceri~·
and found little belief in the "saucers." Only rarely ·did testimonials
appear in the press. In Michel's own country partiL~larly, there seemed a dearth of interest, with Frenchmen more concerned with political
troubles in Indochina and Korea.
Studying the work of Canada's Wilbert Smith, director of the Shirley
Bay "saucer observatory," Aime detected a "rough statistic," that combined with his own calulations, indicated an iDminent UFO flap. An inter-·
view granted to a reporter for the Paris-MAtch produced the headline
snortly thereafter:"ill!E MIQ-IEL: FL~sAiJCER RAIN FOR AUGUST." No one
paid any attention that Michel could tell, not even when .the BOAC case
made news on June 29th. 39.
June 12th. Southern Rhodesia.
A UFO was seen travelling parallel to an auto being driven by a white Rhodesian. Two other witnesses were Africans that were passengers in t~¥~vehicle.
Before the object in the sky accelerated to tremendous speed, its gen~ral appearance was memorized and later sketched. The liFO was silver-colore<F. and
looked:" •.. like the fuselage of a very small aircraft l'linus wings and;"the tail,
round on top tapering to the rear, and flat underneath." 40.
June 12th-14th.
"Great object of unJmmm nature."
High over Wilmington, Delaware, a great object of an unknown nature was
detected flying in a rectangular cours~ at 75,000 feet. As high as it was, it
was still visible to ground observers who used high-powered binoculars. For
two hours the "great object" was tracked on radar. This incident was similar
to the one that took place at Washington D.C. a month before.
Air Force jets could not reach the UFO at its 15 mile height, mushing out
short of the UFO's altitude.
The UFO's performace occurred twice over WilMington, once on June 12th for
an hour, and again the night of June 14th when the object, glowing a orangered, maintained its rectangular flight pattern for two hours. 41. 42.
June 13th.
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Mystery spheres over the northeast.
Sunday night, June 13, 1954, at the Ernest Taillac~ residence of Boston,
Massachusetts, s~e visiting relatives had just left the house when they saw
high up in the clear;~oonless, night(lO:OO p.m.) sky a dull white ball that
appeared to be hovering over Bedford Airport in the west. Mr. Taillacq was
summoned to watch because the object was so extraordinary. At 10:15 p.m. the
object started pulsating in size and after a few moments a smaller red ball
ball shot out of its "parent" in a straight line. After about three mintues
a second red ball was ejected. More mintues passed.
Finally the sphere vanished instantaneously, and then re-appeared just as
quick, pulsated, shrunk in size, and then disappeared for good. 43.
June 14th Staten Island.
Some distance south of Massachusetts is Staten Island, New York. At 6:00
in the evening of June 14th, Air Force Special Agent Marion lvarren received
a phone call from a civilian living in the community of Great Kills. The
person on the phone claimed to have witnessed for 2-3 seconds at 1:30 that
afternoon a "white sphere" in the sky, a ball with reddish tones around its
circumference and which-moved horizontally right to left in a shafJow arc upward and then quickly dropped straight down. The sphere's appearance and
disappearance were spontaneous! 44.
Australia's UFO wave continues.
The evening of June 14th scores of excited residents of the city of Sydney
watched as strange lights appeared in the dark sky. Soon after 7 p.m. multicolored bodies were observed, the things changing from white to blue, and to
red.
'
At about 6 a.m. the next morning there were two reports, indepently made,
.,of something 30 feet long and 10 feet wide, propelled by an exhaust of bluegreen flames, zooming south over Botany Bay at 600 feet altitude. 45.
England.
At Four Elms, in Kent, on June 15th, a yelloww light was seen rising from
the ground and then flew toward London in a slow curve. The yellow light
(nothing else was reported)was closely flanked by two smaller bl~~ ones. 46.
These were some of the many queer aerial lights being reported in England
at the time.
June 14th.
More on the "A.V. Roe saucer plane."
The notoriety of the Canadian saucer plane program and the interest of
the U.S. Air Force in the possible practical use of the saucer-like design,
no doubt enhanced by the big play given the subject in Life magazine on ~BY
31st, prompted the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency to ISSUe a memo on June
14, 1954, which assigned the organization's Assistant Director for Scientific Intelligence the duty of being responsible for:
" .•. all intelligence measures required to identify, to assess and to
report the use by any foreign power or nation of non-conventional
types of air vehicles such as or si~ilar to the 'saucer-like' planes
presently under development by the Anglo/British/Canadian efforts." 47.
As for the role of the CIA's Physics and Electronic Division, it would:
" ... continue to be responsible for the OSI Office of Scientific In-
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telligence project on 'unidentified' flying objects, will maintain
the OSI central file on such objects and will make availa~le to ASD/Si
the material of this file which might bear directly or indirectly upon
man-~ade non-conventional air vehicles capable of 'weapon' applications." 48.
June 15, 1954.

Venezuela:

The following is a telegram sent by the National Director of Education for
Venezuela:
"TELECCM-1UNICATION SERVICE OF VENEZUELA. BARQUISIMETO, DEffi1BER 156-54(708-103-075-lOPr-0 RALn..CCM. COLONEL FELIX RAMON r-KJRENO, MINISTER
OF C!l-fviUNICATICNS.
"AT DAWN TODAY, OBSERVED APPROXIMATELY OVER TI.JREN ZONE, IUIINClJS GLOBE
MOVING AT GRFAT SPEED IN HORIZCNTAL AND VERTICAL TRAJECTORY DIMINISHING
11S LIGJ-ITS OCCASIONALLY. ON TilREE CCCASICNS IT CAME TOWARD ME TURNING
OFF ITS LIGHI'S WI-lEN I SHar AT IT, APPEARING AFTERWARDS IN A DIFFERENT
PLACE. DOCTOR(name withheld)AND aiHER PERSONS WITNESSED PART OF 'IHIS
PHENCMENON WHim OCCURRED BE'IWEEN TUREN AND OSPINO. AT 11-!E SAME TIME,
AGRIQJL1URIST(narne withheld)Aru.fY RESERVE SOLDIER AFFIRHS HAVING SEfll
AT 2:00A.M. TODAY, NEAR VILLAGE, UJMINCUS OBJECT IN 11iE SHAPE OF AN
UMBRELLA. FEEL IT MY IliJlY TO SEND YOO nilS INFORMATION TO WHATEVER
ENDS YOO DEEM CONVENIENT EVEN TIIOOGH I 00 Nar WISH ANY PUBLICITY IN TI-lE
MATTER(Sighted) PROF. HANRIQUE CARRILLO." 49. (The professor at the t:ime
of the sighting was in the family auto with his wife and children.)
The Seattle FBI office again. June 18th.
With . ~other anniversary of the famous 1947 Kenneth Arnold report looming,
the Seattle FBI office sent a memo to its Washington Headquarters concerning
its aerial phenomena problem and what it had learned from the Air Force's
Office of Special Investigations(OSI). (See document), Within four days the
Seattle FBI agent in charge would.reason to seek more advice.
Mystery lights at Air Force Missile Test Center.
0n June 18th the Provost Marshal office at the Air Force Missile Test Center, Patrick Air Force Base, Florida; conferred with the test center Intelligence office over an incident that reportedly occurred the evening of June 8th
at Indialanatic, a community on the Florida coast. The night was~ark, the
sky overcast and rain came down intermittenly. A civilian parked in an auto
near the beach noticed a narrow intense beam of light coming from some point
offshore about 100 yards out in the Atlantic. The light beam went through
some cycles, and in response the eyewitness turned his auto's spotlight in tht:
direction of the mystery light. The spotlight was blinked a m.unber of times.
The stran~ light offshore winked out and did not appear again('The ocean in the
area of the mystery light was 40 feet deep. Considering the water's depth and
the weather conditions, its possible a submarine approached the beach
Seven days later the log of the Air Police Desk Sergeant, Patrick AFB,told
of an observation by a guard at 9:35p.m. It seems a mystery object was seen
at an altitude of approximately 1,000 feet above the Vere Beach VCR transmitter.
The air policeman's testimony went:
" ••. he noticed a glowing light in the sky, Northwest of Post N26, at approximately 200 feet altitude, over the edge of the flying field or the
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OSI advises us that they beve no interest whatsoever
theoselves in connecti 1n with these matters and that Opersti~~
or the AiJ.•P•)rec. doesn't even odvise them. Colonel•
ii'U
)
District Commander, OSI, etates tht~ there is an evaluation at
Wright-'Patterson Pield where the dats is correlated. that the
reports are handled trom the Air Porc:e here t~ that point in a
routine 1"BBh1on and that OS:I gives no CJ:"edence whatsoever to 1.t
because they have never had any previous eXperience ot:: B:r::L7 ld.nd~
as tc anythin~ or1s1nc ~ut ~r the aituati~n.
. .
.
""'
..
·
~her~ is attacht!(! hC!retl) a ·copy ot :a a~un1cati.JD,...
marked •coNFIDENT.J:AL" requc.st1~ dato eonc!'!rning the 'situation ·
as wc..Ll as sl!vr:rol recent publication::, aoet! or which BrSr-issued)V
by the Air Foree it sell". It iB the 09inbn ot Colonel BilE
·
that.the releases are a poor thin~ and create mass hyster1a, but
he says he bas nothing wnsta~ever to do with the situation.
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Banana River. The glow appeared nearly rmmd in shape and resembled an
aircraft landing light. The glow was first noticed as a bright white,
dirrming to red. and disappearing without moving from the original position
sighted. The glow appeared almost immediately in the same position, red
in color, changing to bright white, remaining visible for a short time
and then disappearing suddenly. The entire period of its visibility was
approximately five mintues." SO.
The object was especially puzzling because it did not seem to have any
definite silhouette. The Air Policeman then noticed the strange object
dro~ down to a point below the treeline, and then bob upward into view
~gam.

No aircraft were schelduled to be in the area.
The following night there was even indications of an aerial intruder. A
Major Moseley, Senior Pilot, was standing on the aircraft parking ramp just
southwest of Hanger 800 when he spotted a glowing body at 20 degrees from
the horizon coming out of the south. The object was a blinking blue-colored
florescent source of light, changing intermittently to white. The thing passed west of the observer at a speed "greater than an aircraft." At its near
approach the UFO:" .•. appeared to veer right and left at sharp angles while
moving." 51. The UFO was sotmdless and no trace of an exhaust was discernible, but as the light pulsed, at its brightest:, .. it appeared that the object
might be crescent-shaped on the lower side." 52.
Just west of the airfield the object paused for a moment, and then it was
seen gaining altitude tmtil it was lost to view as it entered the overcast
(3/10 cumulus at 1700 feet)
No air traffic was schelduled over the air strip at the time. 53.
June 18th.
UFO over the French Equatorial Africa. Seen by the Apostolic Vicar!
A Lisbon, Portual, newspaper published:
·~raz~aville, 19 July --Monsignor Verhille, Apostolic Vicar of Fort
Rousset, reported in the Brazzaville newspaper La Semaine de I'AKF
that he and others had sighted an tmidentified !ry1ng ObJeCt overLaketi in the Likuala-~lossaka region of the Middle Congo on 18 June
1954 at 1935 hours. A luminous globe, it came from the North toward
the Laketi ~1ission. It suddenly stopped, rose and dropped, stopped
again, gyrated, and seemed to shake. A noise like that of an airplane engine, heard tmtil that moment, also stopped. Seen through
binoculars, the object had a dark mass in the center with light rays
of unequal length coming out of it alternately. It went through its
rising, falling, and stabilizing movements for 15 minutes, then shot
back over the northern horizon." 54.
June 21st.
Ridgeway, Canada. Not the usual UFO story.
On Jtme 21st a disc-like object with flashing lights was seen coming to
earth in a field within sight of a house on the outskirts of the town of
Ridge1>ay, Canada. The couple that lived in the dewelling noticed the object and tried to get closer by chasing the thing in their auto as it moved
about in the wooded area. The UFO finally set down in a clearing. The two
witnesses in pursuit stopped nearby and debated what to do next. The hus-
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band was bolder than his wife, he wanting to approach the UFO on foot. The
wife became frighten and urged her husband to leave. Giving in to his
wife's fears, the husband tried to start the car but the engine, for some
unknown reason, refused to tum over. SS. Was the engine trouble due to
an electromagnetic effect?
Jtme Zlst.
"Bee-swarmed."
A Ray Angier of Parkersburg, Ohio, telephoned Leonard Stringfield of
CRIFO on Jtme Zlst to report small objects manelNering over his town. The
objects appeared to be flying about in an intelligent manner, zooming around singly and in pairs. The things hovered over houses and other points
of apparent intere~t to them, afterwhich the strange visitors climbed vertically at high speed. Mr. Angier informed Stringfield a similar mass
visit by the objects had taken place back on May 29, 1954. 56.
Jtme 21st.

Domed disc ove:. Flo:ida.(See BLUE BOOK teletype
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PBAFB OPNS 12!6~12!.
•
UFOB RPT UFOB. PART 1. A. ROUND, DISC SHAPED, noNE LIKE STRUC URE
ON TOPo B. BASKETBALL- Co LUMINOUS. Do DELETEDo Eo NONE. i• DISC
SHAPED WHEN HOVERING HORIZ. DOMELIKE STRUCTURE ON TOP liHEN TILTED
TOWARD.OBS. G. NONE. H. NONE. Io NONE. PART 2. A. SIGHTING OF BRIGHT
OBJ IN SKY- B, liS DEG, .180 DEG• .Co g DEG , 9" DEG. D. CBJ HORIZ
TO OBSR ON FIRST SIGHTING AND WAS STATIONkRY. CBJ THEN TILTED T·G!iARD
OBSRS AND APPEARED TO BE SPINNING. STARTED MOVING vtRY SLmlt.Y .;;;
IN EASTERLY DIRECTION CovtROCtAN) .AND APPEARED TO HAVE AN ERRAT:IC,
WOBBLY MOTIOtl, STRAIGH!!NED UP, THEN DISAPPEARED OVER OCEAN AT
HIGH RATE OF SPEED. Eo TRAVELING EAST OVER OCEAN AND OUT OF SIGHT.
F. APPRO'X 12 SECOtiDS •. PART 3. A. GROUND-visUAL• B. NONE• c.
NON£. PART ~. Ao 2213130Z. Bo NIGHT. PART 5. DELRAY BEACH, PALM BSACH
?AGL TliO

, FLA. PART 6. Ao CIV

22. MAILING ADDRESS
• KIMABLE •
.AGt 17. HAltiNG ADDRESS
DELRAY
BtACH,
•
NDIN; S HOOLe VERY RELIABLE. PART 7. • NIGHT,
SKY OVER CAST, NO RAIN, THUNDER OR LIGHTNING. B. SURfACE WINDs,
110Dtc, 6 KNOTS! 611112!21 rr ,. ~a Dtc, 1 KNOTs; 1Ulll0JT, 20a ntc, .
7 KNOTSJ 16~~~FJ, 2~0 DtG• 12 KNOTSJ 20800 JT, 210 DtG, 1' KNOtS)
3~"~0 IT,.27Iil DEG, 1' KNOTSJ ,01801! 17, 381 DEG, 30 KNOTSJ 8U"13
FT, B DEG, ~0 KNOTS. c. 12080 FTo Do 8 MILEs. t. 10/10. r. NONE.
DERAY BEACH, ILA.

27.

PART 8, NOH£.. PART 9. NON[, PART U. NONE, PART 11. 3C-1:211 TYP::
1C-97 TY?!· ACIT (UNABLE TO ASCERTAIN£. EXACT LOCATl'JN OF THESE
ACf.T AT TIME or SIGHTINGJ, PART 12. MAJOR ROBERT r. RPT ~ 9ERRY,
~CTG DIR OPNS. CAUSE UNK. EST DIAMETIR or OBJ 22 FT
:::s; l44;i)Z

,.;err,

...
"Gray cigar.'' June 22nd.
The Air Force OSI unit in Cleveland passed along to Wright Field the
following information:
"On 28 June 1954,( ... deleted)Cleveland, Ohio, telephonically contacted the Cleveland Detachment office of this District relative to sighting of- an unkn.mm flying object. Upon personal interview by Special
Agent Joseph Reccimello on the same date, ( ... deleted) advised that at
0520 ho~rs, 22 June 1954, he was standing on the corner of( ... deleted)
facing North, when he saw an object come out of the skies 'with the
speed of the wind.' The object came within 200 to 300 feet of the
house tops, veered suddenly and went up and out of sight again." 57.
The witness described the object in the following manner:
"-Shaped like a cigar or dirigible, pointed at both ends._
-Gray in color (possibly bluish due to early dawn).
-The size of two houses combined.
-Not spinning, seemed to be going like an airplane.
-Emitted the odor of burning sulphur.
-Came and went in a matter of seconds." SB.
June 22nd. Zec~eister gets a good one.
Major Zechmeister, Director of Intelligence, 25th Air Division, 1'-lcOlord
AFB, had agreed to share UFO reports with the Duty Agent of the Seattle
Field Division, FBI. The agent, 'R.D. Auerbach, was worried about possible
"enemy activity" although Major Zechmeister didn't seem to share the same
concern, but on June 22nd ~~Chord airbase experienced a real puzzler of a
UFO report, one tha' was passed on to Auerbach who no doubt found it very
interesting reading:

28.

"SUMMARY.
"FLYING OBJECT REPORT GROUND h'ID AIRBORNE RADAR SIGHrU:GS OF
t:JN'K}l~ OR'i'ARG~

-

--

"An unknown blip or target was picked up on (. •. deleted) radar control scope in Georef LN 1604, estimated 200 knot speed, estimated
altitude lS angels, originally at 0314Z and intermittently thereafter for a total of three sightings by ( ••. deleted) within a ten
mintue period after which time blip or target remained off. Upon
first pickup, ( •.. deleted) relayed information to MERCURY (Direction Center) who took immediate action to vector two fighter interceptors, Pronto Blue #1 and 2, (who were on CAP, at 0400Z) off CAP
to vicinity of blip or target. Pronto Blue #2 obtained an airborne
radar pickup lower left portion on scope, approximately 28 miles
from blip or target which separated into two 'clear distinct' blips
at 0435Z; altitude 25,000 feet. Blue "2 attempted to close on 30
degree port heading in attempt to center blip, descending fr~
25,000 feet to 6,000 feet and to within estimated 6 miles with
speed increasing from .85 to .9 Mach. Blip then slid off scope
from 30 degree port to 60 degree port. Blue #1 obtained an airborne
radar pickup at 30 degrees at approimately 0436Z at 20,000 feet
altitude. Blue"! held pickup for approximately 20 seconds, or
three sweeps of Al radar after which time blips or targets slid off
scope from 30 degrees·port to 60 degrees port." 59.
Malfunction, balloon, or seaborne target? The report said no:
"At the time of first mode return pickup up by TINOTHY, question
arose as to possibility of malfunction. The site· Tech Representative was on hand and monitored scope. In his opinion, malfunction
of radar was definitely ruled out.
"All weather stations, as well as Seattle Ar-1IS; Navy; Coast Guard
6 ADDC at Vancouver, B.C. Canada, were checked with negative results,
ruling out possibility of weather balloons; boats or ships; or aircraft. One Navy PZV was found to be flying at the time, but·~· over
100 miles from location of incident. A slight 3 degree inversion at
5,000 feet was present at 1900, but would possibly affect only a
limited area.
"The F-860 pilots were queried at great length in reference to the
size and general appearance of blips presented on scopes. Both
pilots appeared to have a very clear and firm concept of the difference between the observed blips as opposed to seaborne blips and
B-36, B-52 type blips previously encountered." 60.
The evaluation was:
"The blips or targets observed are tentatively evaluated as true
airbourne targets, similar in presentation size and general configuration (on ground-based and airborne equipment) to B-36, B-52 type
aircraft with an estimated pullout speed of Mach One or better." 61.

29.
UFOs over Cincinnati,- Ohio. June 23rd.
Leonard Stringfield and his C.R.I.F.O. group collected this item:
"At 10 P.M. David Platz observed an extremely bright light moving sotmdlessly from the NE, curving slightly to the West. Earlier, 9:15, his
younger brother, Peter, and friends, Roger Flagler, Eric Bartelt and · ·
Ester Spain all watched in the western sky, a reddish light which remained stationary for one half mintue, then shot up vertically making no
soW1d. The object then proceeded to disappear in horizontal flight."
62.

Stalked by a UFO. (See the Goman case of October 1, 1948)
Air Force BLUE BOOK records tell us:
"1. INVESTIGATOR'S NARAATIVE REPORT.

25 Jtme 1954.
"Subject: Unidentified Object Report by 1st Lt. Harry Roe, Ohio Air
National Guard Pilot.
"1. At approximately 0915 hours, Thursday, 24 Jme 1954, the mdersigned airman, NOCIO, Aerial Phenomena Section, received a telephone
call trom Capt. Wagenhals, Operations Office of the Ohio Air National
Guard stationed at the Dayton l-funicipa1 Airport. Subject of the conversation was the report of an UFOB observed by 1st Lt. Harry Lee Roe,
Jr., Ohio Air National Guard Pilot as he was on a routine flight beween Dayton artd Columbus. FolloNing are the details related during
the conversation:
'Time of sighting - Between 2045 and 2145 hours, 23 June 1954.
'Object - Bright light.
I

size -

lJnknOV.TI,

(Note: Due to a very poor telephone connection, Sgt. Dreppard
could not hear Capt.Wagenhals 1 report distinctly)
"Capt. liagenhals stated, 'the source had initial contact with the
UFOB "I'M of Dayton at 2100 hours, 23 JW1e 54. 1 Source could not estimate distance of UFOB. Source told Capt. Wagenhals that, 'he and
object remained at approx~ately 7000' to 9000' altitude throughout
observation.' Source contacted Municipal Airport tower to alert
personnel as he flew over. Source further told Capt. Wagenhals
that, 'he attempted several 90 degree turns into object with negative results.' UFOB remained 'on' wing tip during source's maneuvers. Source stated 'he returned to home site from a position approx~ately 40 miles ffi1 of Columbus.'
"2. Capt. Hardin, Chief, Aerial Phenomena Section, was not present
in the office when the above report was received by the undersigned
airman. Innnediately upon return. of Capt. Hardin, he was informed of
the telephone conversation. It was decided by Capt. Hardin (after
short analysis of the facts available) and the mdersigned airman,
that the report was a reflection phenomena of some type and we would
investigate the matter more thoroughly on ~bnday, 26 June 1954.
(Capt. Hardin then departed on two days leave.)
"3. At approximately 10:45 hours, the plot began to thicken. Sgt.
Drepperd received another telephone call from 'Doc' Fisher of the
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Dayton Daily Newspaper. Following is the exact conversation as I,
(Sgt. Drepperd), remember it:
'Mr. Fisher,'~eard you fellows received a UFOB report - is it
true'?"'
'
Sgt. Drepperd, ·~es, I received a verbal report earlier this
morning."
Mr. Fisher,"What did it look like?"
Sgt. Dreppered, "I aM sorry, but I am not authorized to make any
statements or press releases."
Mr. Fisher, ''I see, This fellow was in the ONG, wasn't he?"
Sgt. Drepperd, "I am awfully sorry, but I can't release any
information. The only agency that releases official Air Force
statements is USAF PIO. I suggest you contact Hq USAF for further info'rination."'
Mr. Fisher, 'Washington, eh? Will Washington know of this report? "
Sgt. Drepperd, "Sorry, can't tell you. Let me call you back
after I check with my superiors."
l-tr. Fisher, "O.K. I've still got 25 minutes to press time.
Goodbye."'
"I then started to Col. O'Mara' s office to report the whole incident to him. Before I could leave the office, however, I received
another phone call from ABC PIO. A Mister ??? asked me if I had
calls from the press on the UFOB. I to~· him of the conversation
just prior with t-!r. Fisher and that I was on my way to report it
.•
to Col. 0'~1ara. Mr.·??? stated he would try to hold off the press
until he heard from me.
·
"4. I then proceeded to Col. O'Mara' s office and reported word-for
-word all that I have reported hereon. Colonel o·~~ra immediately
contacted AMC PIO, and it was decided that no official AF statement
of:'any kind would be printed. · .AMC PIO also stated they would inform the p~ess to contact Washington (Hq USAF) for a statement in
about one week. Col. 0'~1ara then directed the undersigned airman
to send a message immediately to D/I, USAF including all available
dtails on the case. Attac~ent #2.
"5. After the message was drafted and submitted for transmission
the undersigned airman c01TD11enced a journal investigation to obtain
all possible details of the sighting. I telephoned Lt. Roe, the
source, at his place of occupation, NCR, Dayton, and asked him if I
could talk with him regarding the UFOB report. He ageed, and I met
with the source in Bldg. #77, of NCR at approx 1400 hours 24 June
1954.

"6. The source· was very cooperative and seemed discouraged at his
inability to identify the object. The source, upon my request, accomplished one copy of the 'U.S. Air Force Technical Information
Sheet.' Attachment #1. l{hile source was completing the form, I
talked with him and obtained the following statements:
'Object first appeared at approximately 8 o'clock.·
It stayed down twilight (in the darker portion of the sky)
all during my observation.
I tried practically every maneuver I knew of to get it into
the twilight and obtain a silhouette, if possible. I tried
changing my heading and altitude with negative results.'
At one time, I chopped the throttle, put gear and flaps
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down in. hopes that it would pass by. I was down to 100 - llO
but the damn thing acted like there was a pilot out
there. ~~en I slowed down all of a sudden, he gave a little
surge at first, came practically parallel with me, and then
maintained the same speed as I did off my right wing.·
I made regular fighter turns into the object, but at all
times it turned with me. However, when I resumed my headings toward fuyton, sometimes he would be on my left and
sometimes he ~as on my right.·
During most of the turns, it remained at an 8 o'clock position.
It seemed to be slightly above me at all times.
Estimated distance from observer - ·'It's very hard to tell
but I guess he was anywhere from 1000 to 1800 feet from me.'
Both the size and intensity were very s~lar to an aircraft
taillight.
I thought it was a jet at first.
It had a continuous brightness, no flickering or pulsating.
I chased it out of sight.
I made several complete circles, but it seeMed to make them,
in position, right with me.
It seemed to me whatever it was, watched my lights, for when
I started to change my position, he would go right with me.
When I contacted Patterson tower, I told them of the situation and asked them to watch as I flew over. They said
they only saw me. I also asked for my radar position. They
told me they had me on a NE heading and I was on a SE heading. I corrected them but received no reply.'
There was definite linear movement of the object in relation
to-my aircraft.
It left me, I didn't leave it.'
I knew there was a jet up from them 97th someWhere over Columbus.
There were two other F-51 boys ·up over Columbus. Before
the sighting, I had intended to join formation with them. I
.! believe it was Lt. Wallace and Lt. Wilmer. When I saw it,
I asked Wallace - "Did you see that jet-job?" He said,"Yes,
I saw hL'1."
I first saw the object at approximately 9,000 feet and when
I reached Dayton I was at 9,000 feet.
It chased me from Columbus to Dayton; I chased it back to
Columbus. It left me there.
I remember when it left me. I had climbed to about 12,000
or 1z;soo feet.'
~WH,

"7. Before I left the source, I explained to him the sensitive
nature of this situation as far as the Air Force and the press were
concerned. He stated that he was called earlier in the day by a reporter and had given him an account of the sighting.
"8. The source stated he did not initiate release of the incident
to the press and that he dra-n~ve any idea of whom informed
them first. In fact, the source was quite angry upon learning of
the initial leak to the press.
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"9. I completed my interrogation of the source at approximately
1535 hours and returned to ATIC." 63.
The intenriewing NCIO, accompanied by BLUE BOOK Astro-Physicist consultant Dr. J. Allen Hynek, talked with the Operations Officer at Dayton
!.funicipal Airport, a Captain \'/agenhals:
"Captain Wagenhals was first to reach Lt. Roe when he landed.
He stated Lt. Roe said,'! must be going off my rocker because I
saw something really moving up there.' Lt. Roe proceeded to
tell Captain Wagenhals the story of the sighting. The inter·
view with the Captain verified everything the source told the
undersigned airman. Captain \'lagenhals stated Lt. Roe would
have to be awfully close to a jet aircraft to see its exhaust
unless the jet was using its afterburner. The jet theory was
ruled out however by all three persons at the interview when
speed was taken into consideration. No jet could fly that slow
(referring to Lt. ·Roe's stalling at approximately 100 - 110 MPH
and the object not passing him) without apparent aerodynamic
complications arising. Captain Wagenhals stated that the
weather over the Dayton area was very clear and visibility unlimited." 64.
The intenriewing team then questioned the Air Instn~ctor at Dayton
field, a Lt. Colonel Me Clure who:
" .•• expressed the opinion that the UFO could have been a 'canopy'
reflection which happens from time to time while flying an F-51
at night. However, the Colonel highly recommended Lt. Roe as a
·~ qualified observer and further stated, 'He's an old combat pilot
with a lot of experience and in my opinion is a very-well-stabled
man, a very reliable individual.
"Dr. Hynek later considered the canopy reflection phenomena as
improbable due to the maneuverability of the UFO reported by Lt.
Roe. 65.
The interviewing NCIO, T/Sgt. Albert Drepperd, reported the following
as a tentative evaluation:
·~entative analysis of all available details obtained indicate
the following: The UOB was not - a jet aircraft, a canopy reflection, or a weather balloon.
"Tentative evaluation: A reflection phenomenon of sol'\e sort. An
attempt to further determine the source of the reported light
will be conducted as soon as possible." 66.
V-formation checks out bomber, Piper Cubs.
In June, 1954, exact date not recalled by witness, a ~rr. Gary J. Vargo,
supervisor of the Uitca, ~lichigan, Ground Observer Post, was off duty, at
home doing some gardening one afternoon when he heard the drone of a bomber so he stopped work to look up. He saw an Air Force B-29 heading west,
nothing strange about that, however following the bomber was a V-formation
of what appeared to be shiny disc-shaped objects. As he watched, fasinated,
the UFOs caught up with the bomber and began to circle it. During that
manewer a trio of shiny objects broke a'~ay and zoomed toward two single

-53.

engine Piper Cubs in the area as if to investigate. The small private
planes apparently were of little interest since the three IWOs quickly returned to their companions
en the grm.md r.u-. Vargo Is mother joined him to observe the UFOs swept
around the sky, the objects reflecting the sunlight in the manner of polished metal. The sky show ended after 20 minutes when, in V-fonnation, the objects climbed out of sight in seconds. 67.
England. June 23rd.
At Hengistburg Head,England, on June 23rd, about 9:15p.m., a huge cigar
shaped object giving off a brilliant glow hovered in the sky for three minutes. Witnesses at St. Catherine's Hill and Pokesdown also reported seeing
the object as it hovered and then zipped away at high speed. 68.
June 24t~. Article in English newspaper:
"A vivid account of a flying saucer over Lyme Regis Bay in the early
hours of Thurday morning has been given by Hr. M. Thomas, the wellknmm radio dealer, of Uplyme.
·~suall;, reports such as these are received with a certain amount
of incredulity, but when one comes from one of the best-known resiresidents in the district and is substantiated by his wife, it is, to
say the least, entitled to serious consideration.
"Especially is this so when it follows a report of flying saucers in
this part of the country and also of unusual sounds heard by Lyme
Regis residents during the week.
''Mr. Thomas said he and his wife were awakened by an unusual noise
about three-thirty on Thursday morning. On going to his bedroom window he saw what best could be described as a ball of fire, the same
size.as the moon, with a dark band right across it.
"By observing it in conjunction with the telegraph wires this object
seemed to hover for quite a period.
"It then moved off with a series of jerks.
''Mr. Thomas said there could be no mistake as to what he saw. It was
totally unlike anything he had ever seen before. It could best be described as jerking and then hovering. This occurred alternately for
' about twenty-five minutes. It then went off in a westerly direction
• 69.
St. Johnsbury, Vermont.

June 24th.

Witnesses deemed reliable by local authorities were questioned by State
police concerning the sighting of a trio of yellow, bobbing, high-flying
objects in the sky above St. Johnsbury, Vermont.
One of the witnesses named, a Mr. Roy Bonnette, said that after bobbing
around, one of the objects shot straight up and was immediately followed
by the other two. 70.
Dayton, Ohio.

June 24th.

The home of BLUE BOOK, Dayton, had a UFO visitation on the 24th that
seems similar to the forementioned Vermont case. Three luminescent, roundshaped, soundless objects sped away after being spotted by an observer. One
object went north, and the other two took off toward the northwest. 71.
(See drawing by observer)
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Jtme 25th.
More in the Ohio area.
If "something" was lurking in the vicinity of Dayton, the next case adds
to the possibility.
Forty-one-year-old John Mark was a sales manager for Atlas Tool Designers.
A fanner Marine, t<tr. Mark had over 5,000 hours flying time in both single and
multi-engine aircraft.
At about 1702 EST, Jtme 25, 1954, Mr. Mark was at the helm of a Navion, a
private plane. He had just passed Indian lake and was over the open cotmtryside 40 miles northeast of Dayton, Ohio. His plane's altitude was 6,200 feet
and the plane's airspeed was 131 miles per hour. Clearly outlined high
above the Navion at the time was a DC-6. Visual conditions were good up to ,
an overcast at 30,000 feet except for a slight haze.
Scanning the sky right to left, Mark caught sight of something tmusual in
the southeast about 80 degrees above the horizon. He had seen many balloons
during his years flying but this object was something very different. The
tmknown object was round, very shiny, metallic -like, and :,tppeared to be about
40 feet in diaJlleter. The thing seemed to have a "cone" on top and a flat
bottom. No windows or protuberances were visible. The UFO was motionless
To eliminate the possibility of a reflection, Mr. Mark took off the Stm
glasses he was wearing, looked through the plane's windshield at various
angles, and then thrpugh an open window. A reflection was not responsible
for the UFO. Puzz.led, Mr. Mark radioed Dayton tower. At that 'Very instant,
the UFO zoomed away. In Mr. Mark's opinion, the UFO reacted exactly as if
it was ttmed to his radio wave band and had picked up the transmission. ~The
UFO flashed across the sky, haulted momentarily, and then shot upward at a
steep angle at a very fast speed, disappearing from view when it entered the
overcast at 30,000 feet. Nothing human, ~tr. Mark believed, could have endued the "G-forces" in the UFO' s climb.
. Meanwhile, Dayton tower contacted M/Sgt. Qurka at Wright-Patterson AFB
radar approach control and requested a search covering 45 miles to the north
east of Dayan. M/Sgt. Qurka located two targets in the sector, both blips
moving .on a heading of 170 degrees. The larger target of the two moved off
the scope after one minute.
An Air Force officer phoned Mr. ~~rk at Dayton's Biltmore Hotel to obtain
a narrative report and was put on hold for 30 mintues; an apparent snub
that seemed to have made the military investigator a bit testy, as did Mr.
Mark's effornt at the "traps" in the BLUE BOOK interrogation fonn like
question number 38 that asked:"In your opinion what do you think the object
was and what might have caused it?" This poser was included to draw out
people who suffered from excessive imagination. In Mr. ~nrk's case, however, the question was answered with ''Don't know" and a written remark
by Mr. t-lark that called the poser "ambiquous." 72.
"l.Dok-for-Flying-Saucers-Day." Jtme 25th.
The close approach of the planet ~brs(40,000,000 miles) triggered the
appearance of numerous articles in magazines that contained a mix of educational information and pure speculation. Collier'~, a widely read
publication in its time, ran a whole series discuss1ng the red world as
well as serious proposals for travel in space. Alsp, noted Palomar
astrono~er Roberts. Richardson's contribution was an essay in This Week
that strongly suggested Mars may have have evolved a race of inte!Tigent
beings. UFO buffs were greatly encouraged by such writing. The Dayton,
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Ohio, newspaper, the Journal-Herald annotDlced on JtDle 25th that:"Look-for
-Flying-Saucers-Day" w1ll be iiiiiUgiirated today." Nobody in the region,
however, seems to have needed the encouragement.
JlDle 26th. Columbus, Ohio. 2:57 a.m.
About SO miles west of Dayton, at Columbus, Ohio, more UFO activity was
reported.
A middle aged gentleman was interviewed by an Air Force base Provost Harshall's Office. The report ot the.interview read:
"To simplify this description I am including a map of the areas involved, traced from a map of Columbus, showing the apparent flight path
of the object observed by myself and the person previously mentioned.
·~en I first saw it from my bathroom window it was approaching me
from over the town and I noticed the glow of the town's lights on the
tDlder side which seemed broad and of a gunmetal color This direction I
have determined to be 12 degrees west of north.
"Having passed over the main part of town it lost the glow of these
lights and then turned to the east. All the time it was approaching
me there was a circle of lights, in a vertical plane, about the minor
axis.(The object had the shape and proportions of a football.)
"As it turned this circle of light disappeared and a row of lights appeared horizontally along the major axis. I colUlted 15-17 of these
lights. They were yellowish in color like from incandescent bulbs.
"As it turned broadside to me I noticed that it's apparent length
equalled the width of the house, tDlder it, on the street next back of
my house. I watched as it, in steady motion, moved to the east and
·~ just before passing from view seemed to turn again this time to the
south. The entire flight path I have determined as 12 degrees from
the ho~izontal as the object passed just over the trees on the street
back o! my house. During the entire time of observation I heard no
sotDld from the object and I noticed also that all other sotDld was at a
mininnm being tDlable to hear even the sotDld of traffic.
"I judge the total time of observation to be about 2~ minutes. (Based
on MY experience in photographic dark-room timings.)
"Flight path horizontally thru 92 degrees at view point.
"Judge object to be 200 feet long(major axis) and apparent diameter to
be about SO feet. We are thinking of a prelate ellipsoid, but an oblate ellipsoid or torus at an angle might appear the same.
"Speed arotDld 30 m.p.h. and altitude of about 2,000 feet." 73.
The other witness referred to in the above accolDlt was also questioned:
·~e are not related.
At work Monday June 28th I mentioned that I had
seen a strange aircraft during the week end and the number of lights
on it. At this point Leroy spoke up saying that he had seen the same
thing and that it had passed directly over his house at about 3 A.~!.
while he was standing on his porch. I have indicated the location of
his house on the map. He then proceeded to describe the object much
as I had seen it. He stated that it came from almost due west and
then as it passed overhead turned almost south east. He described the
lights exactly as I have described them to you and that he heard no
sound from the object. At this time I had not mentioned that I heard
no sound.
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·~e also judged it's shape to be similar to a football and all of 200
feet long and to be moving at about 40 m.p.h. at 1,000 feet (The other
witness guessed 30 m.p.h. and 2,000 feetlaltitude. He says that he saw
nothing protruding from the object ~~d was too large to be an airplane
and too small to be a blimp.
"He gave this description without prompting from me and others present
will vouch for this.
"Due to the proximity of Lockbourne Air Base all present agreed that
the U.S. Air Force must have a new type of aircraft they are operating.
If so or not this was the sighting of a very definite object." 74.
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''l'letallic blob." 7:27 a.m. Jtme 26th.
Just 4~ hours after the "mysterious ellipsoid" sailed over Columbus, a
strange ''metallic blob" was seen high over the city. (See newspaper clipping)
Oddly enough, just who radioed the airliner to investigate cannot be
determined from available civilian or military records. Donald Keyhoe wrote
that it was Air Force radar that detected the object and that ground control
asked for a visual check, but he gives no details and BLUE BOOK files have
no official file on the incident. 75.
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"Like a crab."
The vicar of Seighford, England, on June 25, 1954, was a Reverend Cedric
Wright. Our source for this story assures us the Reverend presided over a
typical English flock in a typical F~glish village, a tiny,peaceful, out-ofthe-way place not given to sensation. At 11:30 the evening of June 25th the
vicar was preparing to retire when he happened to glance through his bedroom
window. Clearly vi~ible in the night sky was a sight so extraordinary the
Reverend became greatly excited and yelled to his wife and 22-year-old son.
Only an estimated~ mile away hovering in the night heavens was a large,
glowing body with a ''crab-like" appearance since the thing had bright appendages attached to it.
The son and wife quickly joined the vicar at the window. The young man
had this to say:"(the object had) •.. a dome like half an orange about 25 feet
wide lvith a halo above it." 76. The UFO was in no hurry to leave and was
under observation for some two hours, during which time it entertained its
viewers in the Vicarage by making ~mile sweeps to the right and to the left,
and also making sweeps approaching and receeding. The entire time no sound
was noticed coming from the object. It was also noticed that the appendages
seemed uneffected by the motion of the object. Eventually tiring of the
phenomenon, the vicar and his fanily went to bed.
The morning of the 26th over breakfast the family discussed their experience and voted to report the marvellous aerial display to authorities.
77.
The village of Seighford is only a little under 3 miles from the large
town of Stafford, but the low height of the object makes it unlikely there
were any witnesses in the latter community. Seighford was so small in population the vicar would surely have learned of others seeing the UFO but apparently there were no other witnesses.
England, June 26th
Witnesses in the Leeds area of England noticed a "flame-colored object"
close to the horizon about 10:00 p.m. June 26th. Binoculars showed the object to be cone-shaped and from the base of the cone red and o:ange flame
seemed to be flickering. The object maneuvered for about 15 m1nutes and
t~en travelled away.
78.
Peculiar sight over London.
June 27th persons living in a London apartment building near Regents
Park watched a peculiar aerial show for 2~ hours. From their top floor
flat they could see high in the sky a thing like a bowler hat in shape surrounded by a bright glow. The object shifted about slowly and at times
seemed to chanrre its outline. While under observation, the object abruptly shot out tw~ "lines" and at the end of these "lines" were things that
had the appearance of a "shimmering plate." One witness put it little different and siMply stated that it looked like some small bodies were being
ejected.
Eventually the UFO appeared to divide with a silvery flash, "speeded
up," and moved out of sight. 79.
Perhaps the witnesses were peering at a sky~ook type balloon being tormented by some unusual wind currents.
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Jtme 26th.
"Gigantic flash bul~s."
At 40 minutes after midnight, June 26th, an Atomic Energy Ccmnnission test
station located in eastern Idaho was suddenly lit up by a blinding glow that
exploded in the night sky, illuminating the countryside for miles arotmd the
facility. Night-shift workers Kelly Brooks and A.L. Tayor told the Idaho
Falls Post-Register the source of the dazzling radiance was motionless for a
few second5-aria-tfien shot vertically at a tremendous velocity.
There were several of these mysterious "flashbulb" incidents in the skies
above AEC plants during the months of April, Nay, and Jtme 1954. 80.
Jtme 29th.
10,000 miles per hour?
A ~rr. George Wyllie of Cleveland, Tennessee, had just arrived home 11:15
p.m. the night of Jtme 29th and was getting out of his car when he spotted
a bright spot in the black sky near the star Polaris, travelling at frightening speed, perhaps "10,000 miles per hour." In any event, the velocity was
so tremendous the object quickly streaked out of sight in the direction of
the north-east horizon. Before retiring, Wyllie watched the late night news
on television and learned that UFO reports had been made in Alabama that very
evening and that some ''UFOs had followed an air liner over Goose Bay."
Intriqued, Hr. Wyllie thought it over and fe 1t it was possible something
had passed over the Western Hemisphere in a direct line:over Alabama,T.ennessee, New York, and then Goose Bay. 81.
·
''We were shadowed from outer space." Were they?
. Witnesses dared suggest they were "shadowed" on Jtme 30th. As the story
was told, at 5 o'clock New York time a Boeing Stratocruiser Captained by
James R. H~ward lifted off from Idlewild on the British 'Overseas Airways Corporation's~ "champagne and caviar" rtm to London.
Flying northeast on the
Great Circle Route, Capt. Howard headed across the St. Lawrence River, planning to make a refueling stop at Goose Bay, Labrador. In the co-pilot seat
was First Officer Lee Boyd, a war veteran who had been a pilot for an elite
Pathfinder flying tmit.
Approximately 20 mintues after the Stratocruiser passed over Seven Islands
checkpoint, Capt. Howard noticed something strange in the distance off to the
left. Capt. Howard turned to Boyd and remarked:''What do you make of that?"
Boyd took a look and replied:"l'Jhat in tarnation is it?" (See newspaper cliping)
The small blobs that accompanied their larger companion were not passive.
The six little "attendants" switched positions along their "stretched out in
a line" fonnation, and officer Boyd later said he received the impression the
small blobs were entering and leaving the big one.
Capt. Howard radioed Goose Bay Approach Control to rule out the possibility he was observing some other aircraft. He was sure he wasn't but he felt
he had to confirm the fact. Goose Bay radioed back that no aircraft other
than his own was suppose to be in the area. When infonned UFOs were pacing
Capt. Howard's airliner, Goose Bay scrambled a jet interceptor to investigate.
t-leanwhile, as Capt. Howard watched, the large blob changed shape, taking
on the appearance of a black "arrow head," and then it changed again into a
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)reportedly saw 19,000 feet over the was 0101 Gl\IT. The log conbnued: •
.Atlanllc, Is t~ld in thes~ extr:'cfs "During t1us time th~_:sJ1ape .Qf ~
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··- ··-~~---- ~.
--~~-...
moved ahead, some behicd. 'Ibel~
• brst off1cer then told Goose Bay .
what v.e were watchmg and they t
said they would send a fighter to 1
Jnvestlgate , •.
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"The shape of the large one con·
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e both nav1gators, the rad.Jo olhcer. 1 t
e the two ste" ards and the steward·'ls
u!ess 'Aatched It and all or us agreed,•
on its shape.
II
"A numbl!r ·or small objects ac- f
~ eompan>1ng 1t, usually si~. were 110
·t1V1s1ble. All were agreed they 11ever
;_saw an~lhing like it before. At I
dlabout 01:!0 G)!T the fighter report- 1
.s ed that he wa• approaching us. The l
obJects 1mmed1ately began to grow 1
1
,: indtstmct unul one only was vui- I
hlble Thts grew smaller and !mallyl
•• varushed at 0123 G~rr. sui! at the
, same beanng from us.
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shape that looked like a "telephone receiver lying on its back," The whole
time the smaller blobs milled back and forth on a horizontal path,
Profotmdly puzzled, ~pt. Howard took out' a Voyage Report form and began
to sketch the UFOs. (See reproduced fonn) Capt • Howard knew that when he
landed he would be asked a lot of questions.
By now the whole air crew knew what was happening and had crowed forward
into the cockpit. There was George Allen, navigation officer; Doug Cox,
radio officer; and Bill Stewart and Dan Godfrey, both engineering officers.
The steward, a Daphne Webster, was also a witness, as was an wmamed stewardess from London.
There was an air of expectancy and tenseness in the crowded cockpit during
the 18 minute sighting. Capt. Howard was strongly tempted to bank his plane
toward the blobs to see what would happen, but he couldn't forget he ~as responsible for the lives of 51 passengers so he didn't dare take the chance. In
any case, he knew a jet fighter was on the way and he had a front row seat to
any interception, so he decided to be patient.
•
lfuen the fighter was about 20 miles away and closing, its pilot radioed
Capt. Howard to say he was on his way and to ask about the UFOs. Capt.
Howard took his eyes off the objects to adjust his mike, and when he-glanced
back at the sky off the left wing where the blobs had stationed themselves,
he was surprised to see that the blobs were gone! Had the UFOs heard the
jet's radio transmission and fled? 82.
English UFO investigator Jenny Randles maintains that after landing at·
Goose Bay, Capt. Howard and co-pilot Boyd were separarely interrogated by
American and Canadian Intelligence officials. The same officials took aside
the plane's navigator, H. NcDonnell, who was asked about course and airspeed
during the UFOs' manifestation. The flight to london 'was delayed for some
time.
·~en the BOAC Stratocruiser set down at London airport, the aircrewwas
again questioned.
An official explanation was then issued, blaming the phenomenon on some
sort of effect triggered by the recent Solar eclipse! However, as Jenny Randles points out, the eclipse was not visible until after the sighting!
Randle added that the navigator McDonnell chanced to cross paths ':lith Capt.
Howard months later in PaJdstan and asked to compare notes. McDonnell wanted
to know what had happened at the Air Hinistry. Capt. Howard shrugged off the
question and said:"Sorry, I can't say. You know the score." 83. ·~
Capt. Howard later told Evrrbody's magazine that he was convinced the
blobs were not a trick of l1g t, EUt-something real and substantial, that the
blobs were objects that were intelligently controlled, perhaps a ''base ship"
and its "satellite vehicles," He was aware that such an idea would be difficult for people to believe because it the objects were five miles away as estimated, the biggest object, the ''base ship," would have to have been the size
of an ocean liner! Capt. Howard was quoted as saying:'"There is no rational
explanation --except on the basis of space ships and flying saucers. On that
basis, it must have been some weird fonn of space ship from another world."'
84.
Air Force headquarters, Washington D.C., at the time of the sighting, sent
the following teletype message to BLUE BOOK at Wright Field:
"ATIN: ATIC FOLLOWING HSG FM USS EDISTO, ARGENTIA, MFLD IITG 020010Z
RELAYED FOR YllJR INFO: 'REFERENCE AIR NINISTRY REPORT OF BRITISH AIRLINER
SIOOING FLYING OBJECf OVER IABRAOOR X EDISTO POSITION THREE ZERO ZERO
ONE ON E FIVE ZEBRA JINE I.ATIWDE FIVE FIVE FIVE FIVE NOR1H LCJNGITIJDE
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FIVE EIGHI' ONE ZERO WEST X SIGHTED BRIG T REDDISH YELLO'i OBJECI' I..CW IN
SKY ABOUT 1WEN1Y DEGREES ELeyATION BEARING ONE FOOR FOOR DEGREFS TRUE X
IDENTIFIED AT TIME A.S PI..ANET MARS X APPFAilED TO OIANGE SHAPE LIKE A JELLY
FISH SWDf.11NG TO 1HE WFS'IWARD X ALSO APPEARED A.S A DART AT TD-IES X NO
SATELLITES SEEN X HIRAGE EFFECT HAD BEEN PRONOUNCED DURING THE DAY IN ITS
FIELD." 85.
BUJE BOOK • s evaluation of the Goose Bay case was: "Inversion reflection of the
planet Mars." 86.
The Condon report, ~ its evaluations of old cases, expessed an opinion
that this sighting suggested a mirage. The principle reasons for such an opinion was the odd "jelly-fish-like" character of the phenomenon, and the fact
that the UFOs maintained themselves in a contant horizontal plane which kept
a steady relationship between the airliner and a possible reflective atmospheric layer.
Nonetheless, after examining the case, the Condon report admitted concern
about a condition called "anisotropy," which works against the mirage theory.
"Anisotropy" states that a mirage is limited in its viewing azimuth. The fact
that the Goose Bay image remained constant for 85 miles violates this scientific principle. In conclusion, the Condon report says the Goose Bay sighting
was:" •.• almost certainly natural phenomenon which is so rare that it apparently
has never been reported before or since." 87.
"What the hell is that?"
At almost the same latitude as the Goose Bay incident, far across the Atlantic near ~jell, Denmark, on June 30~h; another fasinating UFO sighting was
made. The time was Z:l7 in the afternoon and the witnesses were SO observers,
mostly scientists and technicians, aboard three Scandinavian airliners. The
idea was to study a solar eclipse above any obscuring clouds, however the men
aboard the planes got a show they hadn't counted on.
As the planes flew along at 15,000 feet, one of the m~n aboard one of the
airliners, a Mr. Johnson, looked out a cabin window and pointed in the direction of the northern horizon while exclaiming:''What the hell is that?" A Mr.
Ernest Graham, a London Press Officer for the Swedish Travel Bureau, was
funbling with his camera when he heard Johnson's cry so he just took a quick
look out the plane's window without trying to take a picture. Peering at the
sky, Graham spotted a pair of silvery disc-shaped, glowing, objects coming
down out the clouds and then moving swiftly on a horizontal course. 88. 89.
Everyone in the plane rushed to get a peek but at first no one was ready to
snap a photograph. It was John Bjornulf, chief expedition cameraman, who was
first to realize the importance of the objects and to get his camera into
action admit the pandemoniton of shouting and rushinn about.
According to Graham, the objects were "clearly revolving" and seem to show
what he termed to be "stem-lines" whatever that may have been, although the
way he expresses it these "lines" could well have been "exhaust fumes." 90.
The objects:''Th.e objects sped along the horizon keeping an exact distance
from each other, one slightly behind and above the other, both with fon.rard
edge titled down." 91.
A guesstimate put the objects about 15-ZO miles ~ay, in Graham's version
of the incident, and at that distance, and the fact that the objects were some-
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thing completely unknown, size and speed were likewise hard to figure. In
Graham's opinion, however, the objects were moving "faster than any man-made
aircraft." 92.
The objects were in view only some 30 seconds or so, of which the last 10
seconds were captured on movie fi~. When developed, the fitm showed speeding blobs of light, interesting stuff but not the hoped for convincing proof.
Mr. Bjornulf 1 s story appeared in a big four-page spread in the Oslo, Norway, newspaper Aftenposten, receiving good treatment, but the fitm of the
UFOs came tmder attac'K'l5)'an .American member of the aerial expedition, a Dr.
Garwick, who suggested the theory the images were just reflections. Tests
were conducted, and the results called into question the value of the frames
The worth of the fitm as photograpwhich just showed "elliptical lights."
hic evidence, therefore, was diminished. 93.
Jtme 30th.
According to the Salt Lake City Desert News and Telegram a pair of orangered flying discs maneuvered over the City asnunare<IS'Qf people Watched. 94,
Mrs. Swan, Admiral Knowles, and "Affa,"
During the month the "Affa" story continued. In spite of the incredible
., nature of the story being scribbled by Mrs •• Swan, Admiral J<!towles was absolutely fasinated with the "contact," especually with the way the woman 1 s writing hand flashed across the page withoiit- hestitation, so fast it had to seen
to be believed. Convinced that the housewife was incapable of fabricating
"Affa;" the Admiral asked the so-called "alien from Uranus" on Jtme 6th to
signal Air Force aircraft operating over Maine using radio messages or,if that
failed, blinking lights. "Affa';" through ~trs. Swan, agreed to try.
Excited,
Admiral Knowles penned a second and more urgently worded letter to nashington,
to the Qrief of Naval Intelligence, Rear Admiral Espe; insisting that the "Affa"
messages were "real" and that they merited official attention. To htm~or the retired Admiral, the Navy sent Captain John R. Bromley and Captain W. Bal tazzi, to
Maine to investigate.
<n Jtme 8th and on Jtme lOth, "automatic writing sessions" were held at Mrs.
Swan 1 s to get "Affa" to reveal himself more, or to establish some kind of reliable
. radio connection.
"Affa'," however, ·proved tmcooperative, complaining that what
·:;·they wanted was not possible at the "present time." The Navy ·had suggested an
~ attempt to establish radio contact at 2 p.m. Jtme .lOth but 1'A£.fa, .. irritated'
· · scril:bled: "I am saving your planet. What more do you want in friendship .•..
you must realize that these little bell hops(saucer trips)are not as easy as
they seem." 95.
When the hour of 2 p.m. passed on the day selected, "Affa"
was said to have "been away" and another being, "Ponnar of Pluto," impelled
Mrs. Swan to scribble:"We want you to know that we did not have a very successfull try today, but I do believe we may in the very near future." 96. The :two
Navy officers returned to Washington without waiting for any more appointments
with the "space beings."
July.
The impact of the BOAC case went far beyond its scientific interest. The
sensational quotes that appeared in the English press during July no doubt added to the rise of UFO excitement in England.
The London News Orronicle quoted Captain lioward as saying:
"The fonnation of objects appeared s~nly and they were obviously not
aircraft as we know them. All appeared black, I'll swear they were
solid. They were between five and sg mil'es distant. There was a big
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Photos Of Solar .Eclipse
Re.yea! 'flying ;S~tucers'
a

OSLO, No r w .y . (UP)-A
famed cameraman said today
pictures he took during the
solar eclipse last week showed
"shiny wh1 te obJects like ftying
saucers."
~
Photographer Johnny B]or·
null said "it was especially In·
teresting to find objects" since
they "nearly coincided in time
with the observation of sb:
'flying saucers' from a BOAC
plane off Labra.dor." , • -· -,;;_,'
• .·"bn Different Camer:u · :·r
The cameraman disco'lered
the shiny objects while showing
a color movie of the eclipse in
London last Monday. He flew
back to Norway and examined
still pictures he took at the same
Ume and saw the same objects.
· Bjornulf to'ok . the pictures
aboard a Scandmavian Airlines
plane ..;:at :t3,.500 ,leet-,altitude
while photographing the eclipse
at the sun last Wednesday for
scientists. -. : -;. 1"" : ._ : ":)', .=:
· He said he had no Idea the
obJects were on the film unnl
he saw the movie in London.
-"My personal opinion is that
the shining white spots on the
pictures .are some reftex _phenomena, although I am quite
sure t~at it Is not due to an/'
reflection in the camera lens. '
. --· Experts Study FUm
. · He ruled out lens reflection
because the objects appeared
on film taken by different cameras.
A photographic -expert. In
London who saw one of the still
. pictures s a 1 d sun reflections
from the airplane wing through
the plane's laminated glass may
be responsible.
•
On the
onestillstU!
picture,
taken
with
camera,
a circu13r
white spot can be seen midway
between the sun and the tip of
the airplane wing. The object
has a very famt tail like the
condensed vapor stripes sometimes seen in the -vake of jet
planes at high altituaes
Another but vaguer "object"
>;
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can be seen partly hidden by
sunlit clouds.
-"In my opinion the second
ftying saucer seems to be a kind
of mirage of the first one," BJornulf said.
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central object which appeared to keep changing shape--sometimes it was
wedge-shaped, sometimes like a dumb-bell, sometimes like a sphere with a
projection. -The six smaller objects dodged about either in front or behind the 'parent.' They.all faded a~ay rapidly when the Saber jet fighter
contacted us." 97.
The LDndon Daily 9Jress carried an interview with First Officer Lee Boyd:
"It was the greatest thrill of my life. I am willing to swear that
what we saw was something solid, something maneuverable, and something
that was being controlled intelligently." 98.
The

~ress

dso quoted George Allen, the plane's navigator:

"I am absolutely convinced that the objects we saw were a base ship of
some kind with a number of satellites linked with it." 99.
The ·London Daily Sketch sought out 28-year-old air hostess Daphne Webster:
"It was the most exciting sight I've ever seen, but a little creepy. I
was making tea when I saw the objects. The big 'one was _constantly changing its size and shape- -one minute like a cigar, then an orange, then a
mushroom. The smaller ones kept changing formation but not their shape.
Every one of us was far too intrigued to be afraid." 100.
The London Daily Mail also printed a quote frOI'l Miss W~bster:
·~e objects-appeared to be not less than~ive ~les away.
It was difficult to assess their size because there was nothing in the sky at the
tiJt!e to measure them against. We are quite certain that the machines
were in flight and were ·something solid." 101.
After the press conference at London airport, the plane's crew left for the
city of Bristol where they,lived. The Bristol Evening Post interviewed Capt.
Hm.-ard again and bannered its story;"FLYING aruE'C'fSii.S B'U;AS A BLOCK OF
FLATS."
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·
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By Plane C1·ew··
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Nuustry's t e c"h n I cal lntelll· 1
a.ence branch.''
1
United States Air Force ln·
teltigence agents at Goose Bay,
Labrador, questioned the Bnt·
Ub crew closely yesterday when
(he plane landed aCter radtolng
§i description of the strange
escorL The -Umted States AU'
~orce sent· an F-ll6 Sabrejet
reaking to the scene when.
oward's stratocruiser was a
!J\i.r hOurs out ol New York,.
Jjut the seven mysterious olr
li!cts vanuheil into the sunset:
1tHoward and his -10 crewmen,
•long wllh a doten of the ~~
seagers aboard, saw the\
ck obled ttutsiDg about !i
es of[ thetr ·wingtip. Around
"'In neat (ormation, Hew si>:J
all thtngs.
, : ,
The seven objects aecom·'
nied the stratocruiser at!
,GOO feet tor 80 rn1\es at a
· 'peed or 274 miles and crew,
members satd they could nol·
have been btrd$.
1
~ Captain Howard, ii 33-year·
1
old .former pilot In the Royal,

.
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'·LONDON, July 1 111'1.-The
~1r Mmistry began an ofC1cial
'lhvesUg'atlon today of reports
i.• British airliner was escorted 1I
for 80 m1les olf Labrador Tuesl!ay by a ltwge dark obJect,
\¥b1ch changed shape like a
l
flying jellyllsh.
r-,'The ..thlng" was surrcunded

by SIX smaller satellites which
11ucked 1n and out around IL j
A spokesman for tl:!e Air Min·
lstry said Capt. James Howard,
a- vetoran Bnll~h Q-Jersea Air·
ways Corp p1lot, Is "submit·
tsng a report to the Atr Min- 1
1stry" and that 1t "will be thor•!
oughly irtvesltgated by the A_ir
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~lr Force:

was coti.viilci!d the',
pbjects we"' neither birds nor'
fhadows. · ·
•
.
.r '"!''!ere was one large
.fly.
.iilg · machine that constantly
.~anged shape, surrounded by
objects." be said. "Once •
lllooked.!Jke a dart, then Uke'
'dumbbelL" '
:
Lee Boyd, the· copilot, said,'
• am '1\illlilg to swear that
al we saw was somethmg
ltd, sometlllng maneuverable,
d something that was being
ntrolled intelligently.''
Some of the crewmen uid
e satelhtes appeared to board
e big objevl bclore it flitted
ay at approach or the Amer-'
an Sabrejet.
·l
"1 am absolutely convinced'
at the obiects we
were
j> base shtD ·of some kind with
~ number of satelhtes linked
1{llh It:• N3\'igator George AI·
JCn, 31, said.
•
1
!Boyd said the smaller objects
kept changrng In number "as
though tbey were being take~'
&board the mothet ohlp " .
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Capt. Howard appeared on the British TV program "In Town Tonight" on July
3rd and told BBC cOJTIIlentator John El,lison that:
"At first my co -pilot, Lee Boyd --a Canadian of ilmnense experience as
a pilot --and I thought the big machine might be a delta or swept-wing
bomber, but it changed shape several'times. I'm quite sure that it was
a three-dimensional object and not a mirage. I'm still skeptical of the
flying saucer theory, or piloted aircraft from other planets, and-all
the other tales. All I am willing to believe is what I saw and what my
crew saw. Whether these objects were piloted craft or what they were I
cannot speculate." 102.
The BOAC's London Press Relations office issued a statement that said:
" .•. never at any time have we called the things 'saucers' --we prefer
the word 'objects' or 'unidentified flying objects.' Everyone has been
most intrigued by this phenomena but we know nothing further about it
than what you have aiready been told." 103.
July 2nd.

Walesville, New York.

The crash of an Air Force F-94C jet during an intercept on July 2, 1954 is
not discussed here since assertions that connect it with a UFO seems unjustified. For further details one should consult: The OFO Casebook by Kevin D.
Randle, pp. 81-83. Another source o£ interest i."S"'"'case 1943' m the book
Scientific Study of UFOs on p.l61.
In England on July 2nd at Wallsend-on-tyne some witnesses observed a cresent
shaped object flying in tight circles in the sky, spinning on its axis. The
thing then took off at high speed without making a sound.
104.
An American "saucer plane."

Trail-blazing engineer Norman Me Glashan of New York City was fasinated by
reports of flying saucers, the idea of a circular wingless craft seemed an excellent, if unorthodox, conf~rguration for faster than sound speed so he saw
such a saucer plane as filling the urgent need for a target area interceptor,
one that did not require costly fighter bases.
As explained in the exclusive story in the July, 1954, issue of Man's Life.
magazine, Me Glashan·believed the Canadian "Onega saucer plane" theii"'Cin-~
drawing board was an overly expensive 200 million dollar project whereas his
envision fighter plane he dubbed the "X41-03," would run no more than a mere
3 million a copy and would take less time to become operational.
In any event, the current jet defenders of America's airspace, craft like
the F-86 and F-94 were too slow. Unless America kept abreast of Russian
"saucer-plane developments," ~1c Gashan claimed, The country would be committing
suicide.
lOS.
Green spherical objects over Albuquerque.
An airline oprations employee at Chicago 1-lidway airport intercepted the
following military radio message:

..
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"0105-C •.. IDNE UNIDENI'IFIED SPHERICAL OBJECTS GIVU:G OFF GREEN LIG!if
REPORTED 20 MILES NORTII ABQ FIElD AT 24,000 FEET. OBJECTS HOVERED
~miONLESS FOR 6 t.ITNIUES TIIEN PROCEEDED 340 DEGREES AT APPROX 2600 MPH.
ALTI'IUDE AND SPEED BY TRIANGULATION ... ABQ ADIZ RADAR." 106.
"Appeared to be at white heat."
At 21032Z, on July 2nd, a strange light was seen hovering in the air near
Victorville, California, where George AFB was located. A Major (name deleted
from military records) assigned to- the M&S Group, Aircraft t-1aintenance Office,
spotted the glowing spot in the sky at 80 degrees elevation, 170 degrees azIIUlth. The spot was white-colored, brilliant, rotm.d, the "size of a dime," and
"appeared to be at white heat." The sky at the time was clearwith visibility
at 30 miles.
The Major noticed some F-86 fighters flying in the area but was tm.able
to identify the light in the sky as any sort of familar object.
After about 7 seconds of being motionless, the strange light:" ••• moved
eastward in a great burst of speed faster than the F-86's observed in the
area." 107. The zooming light disappeared over the motm.tains at 25 degrees elevation, 90 degrees azimuth.
Norway military.
The American Central Intelligence Agency culled the following accotm.t from
a Norwegian newspaper:
'~ing exercises by an antiaircraft battery at Stavern, an tm.identified flying object appeared in the sky directly in the line of fire and
was observed through powerful binoculars by SO officers and men. The
object was located at a considerable distance and at an angle of 3040 degrees to the horizontal; it was rotm.d or slightly elliptical in
shape, flat on the underside, and silvery on the upper side. It moved
up and down slowly for 7 mintues and then moved away at a speed estimated at several times the speed of sotm.d." 108.
UFOs over Berlin.

A London newspaper printed:

·~erlin is seeing saucers regularly.
Allied officials there are in·:vestigating the appearance of mysterious flying objects over the city.
German eyewitnesses claim that a formation of three fast-moving objects
can regularly be seen whenever the sky over Berlin is clear. The objects, described as 'small and disc-like,' are said to appear ben•een
10 and 11 P.M., at extremely high altitudes. American experts have interrogated dozens of people, and a long flying saucer questionnaire is
being drawn up to be filled out by people who claim to have seen the
objects." 109.
July 5th. Australia.
Two ''wingless cigars" flew over Williamstown, which is near Melbourne.
The "cigars" were seen traveling one behind the other. llO.
July 6th. Australia again.
Another ·~gless cigar" was reported zipping over the cotm.tryside near
the Australian city of Queanbeyan the day after the report at Melbourne. Two
witnesses to the Queanbeyan objects were shire cotm.cillors G.V. Burnett and
aT. Kerr. 111.

so.
July 7th.

11

13 feet tall and with 6 anns."

A canadian miner named Enzio LaSarza informed First Aid Station workers at
the Garson mine; Garson, Canada,··on July 7th, that he had had an encoi.Ulter
with a "13 foot tall spaceman with 6 anns and hypnotic eyes." The supposed
creature emerged from some sort of craft, the miner said, and fixed him with
a strange stare that caused him to black out ,and when he regained consciousness, the creature and the space ship were nowhere to be seen. The odd description of the creature·. may have been due to some confusion. A Vancouver
newspaper accoi.Ult seems to indicate the nrultiple limbs had to do with the
craft:"He described the ship as 25 feet in diameter, with two electronic earlike spurs, and three sets of anns with claws, and six legs." 112.
"Did not conform with what we know."
A buddy of Keyhoe 1 s , a Hr. Stone, expressed his dis gust with the Canadian
story of a "monster." During a discussion with the ex-Marine flyer the day
after the publication of the "monster" story, Stone snapped:"Why do newspapers print stories like that and yet shy off from serious UFO reports?" 113.
Stone also wondered about a quote attributed to a Royal Canadian Air Force
officer Who had investigated the so-called monster spaceman report. It seems
the officer told the press the story:" ... did not conform as it should with·
what we know .•. " 114. When reporters pursued the meaning of that statement,
the officer advised them such questions dealt with classified matters. 115.
Barker has his doubts.
American UFO investigator Gray Barker considered the LaSarza "monster"
story a hoax, noting that 'When Canadian authorities asked the miner to dravT
a picture of the space ship, the result was a dead ringer to a craft depicted
in a science fiction movie that had recently played at a theater at Sudbury,
a city not far from the Garson mine. Also, similar drawings were discovered
in LaSarz~'s work area which the fellow tried to explain as impressions produced by him while in a trance induced by the stare of the alien. Barker also
l:arned that LaSarza had an I.Ulusual backgroi.Uld. He was a 23-year-old imnugrant from Italy 'Who often boasted of wartime heroics, blowing up trains,
etc. Barker figured LaSarza would have been 13 years old When he carried out
the claimed exploits! 116.
Orbiting over Cleveland.
On July 7, 1954 it was dusk and the sky above the city of Cleveland was
very cleaT,
The witness was at the wheel of his 1951 Ford:
"I was driving home from an appointment with an insurance prospect.
I was driving on Mayfield Road in a westerly direction, approaching
Lee Road. A bright object out of my right wind-shield caught my attention. It was an object shaped somewhat like a smoke-ring, as viewed from the side, or a football that might have been squashed in the
middle from the top and bottom. It was sort of a Sl'lokey-white in
color, and as I watched it, driving very slow(I had originally been
driving at a speed of about 20 miles per hour, and had now slowed down
to about 5 miles per hour, and was staying, more or less, alongside
the curb), it sort of wobbled from side to side as it just hovered
there, as a feather might if it were falling. As I drove along, trees
and buildings came between me and my sight of the object. I was approaching Lee Road, so When I reached Lee, I turned to the right,
pulled over to the curb, shut off the motor of my car, and got out. I
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stepped around the car and up to the curb, and I could clearly s~e the
object, still hovering just over the tree-tops, about five or fewer
miles away. As I pulled my car over to the curb, I remember lookina
at my wrist-watch. It read 9:50P.M. The night was very clear and~
bright, with almost no clouds anywhere. It was dusk, and almost
totally dark by this time. As I watched the object, fasinated by it,
it slowly began to move into an 'orbit' or circle motion, somewhat
like a buzzard does when it stalks its prey. As it did this it
'banked' first to one side and then to the other, like the d;awing
below:
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"I continued to watch the object carry on in this manner. Suddenly,
it stopped in its motion, hovered for aWhile, and then took off at a
phenomenal rate of speed in a southerly direction, and as it did so,
its color turned to a reddish hue. I glanced at my wrist-watch. It
said 10:04. The· object moved VERY FAST, and in a matter of about five
secon~, by my watch, it had completely moved across the horizon, and
was out of sight, obscured by trees and buildings close-by. I have
never seen any object move at such a terrific rate of speed, and on
such an even level of direction. I jumped back into my automobile,
and drove home, Which is just a short distance from Lee Road, I called the Cleveland newspapers, reporting what I had seen to the reporters who were on duty at the time." 117.
More on the "Affa" story.
Admiral Knowles, still convinced Mrs. Swan's scribbles were of value, persisted in sending ''messages by Affa" to the Pentagon. On July 8, 1954,
Admiral Espe wrote a polite thank you to Knowles for forwarding the additional
transcripts but added that such material was being met with skepticiam by his
people in the technical offices, and apparently would continue to be viewed in
that manner until such time more conventional communication was possible. 118.
"What sort of .reality do flying saucers possess?"
World renowned Swiss psychiatrist carl Gustau Jtmg took an interest in the
I,JFO problem from the first days it drew public notice, assembling data since
1946 lffien the "ghost rockets" caused some hysteria in Sweden. He obtained
every UFO book available and even personally questioned two UFO witnesses.
In 1954 when a big UFO wave threaten to overwhelm Europe, Dr. Jung l.-ent
public for the first time by submitting two long letters for publication in
the Swiss Weekly Die Weltwoche. The letters were printed in early July.
Although Dr . .:rung adiri1tted being unqualified to contribute anything substantial to the debate on the physical reality of the supposed objectsOHe
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did, however, feel the theories of Dr. Donald Henzel were tmtenable), he was
moved to discuss the subject's psyshic concomitants which were matters con·
nected with his profession.
Like Einstein, Jung granted that so~ething was being seen although no con·
elusions could be firmly drawn.
Unlike Einstein, however, Jmg had s~e extensive remarks to share. He
noted reports that described UFOs as behaving as if they were weightless, an
tmreal characteristic, yet at the same time UFOs give a strong impression
they were intelligently guided.
One could assume, according to reports, UFOs ''with some certainty" are
visible tothe eye and botmce back radar echoes, yet they also suggest the
opjects were not subject to some scientific laws, like the law of inertia.
The result was so strange Dr. Jung almost felt UFOs could be classified as
parapsychological occurrences • The famed doctor wondered "what sort of
reality" UFOs possessed.
As for the U.S. Air Force, Jtmg's comments gave great comfort to Donald
Keyhoe • '!\'rote Jtmg:
·~t surprises me most of all is that the American Air Force, which
must be in possession of considerable material on the subject, in spite
of its expressed fears of a general panic, is working systematically
toward creating such a panic - s~lar to the one in New Jersey caused
by Orson Welles' broadcast. The Air Force has never yet furnished a complete, authentic accotmt of the facts; it has merely yielded, from time
to time, to the pressure of journalists by releasing some scattered items
of information. The public therefore finds it impossible to get an adequate picture of the situation." 119.
"100 MYSTERY FLYING OBJECI'S SP<JITED HERE."
The front page of the Wilmington, Delaware, ~brning News on July 9th
carried a story of tmusual candor on the military 1 s part, revealing that the
Air Force had granted permission to the Civilian Grotmd Observer Corps to
release UFO information collected for the past two years in the Wilmington
area. The data released included radar and eyewitness UFO reports, attempts
to intercept UFOs by military jets, and the recent report of a giant liFO maneuvering high above Washington and Wilmington. 120.
Donald Keyhoe' s Washington contact, ''Henry Brennard," contacted him immediately after the ~rning News story broke and passed even more such news,
relating that the military ~ing pressured to make public GOC logs from
other Filter Centers across the country. Brennard offered t~ bet the High
Brass would balk. He turned out to be right. 121.
Air Chief Marshal Lord Dowding.
The big news out of England July 11th was an interview with the veteran
RAF leader Air Chief Harshal Lord Dowding who declared his conviction, without
resenrat ions, that ''flying saucers were real" and "from outer space." In a
London Stm~y ~atch story the Air Marshal cited the high vohmme of UFO reports, w1t spe s reported up to 9,000 miles per hour as proof of craft created by an alien super science. '122.
Lord Dowding considered the best evidence for the case for UFOs could be
fotmd in Donald Keyhoe·• s 1953 book EY~ Saucers From OUter §pace.
Warning against any hostile act agnnst UFOS ,which wOiiiif"be rony considering the obvious advanced scientific capabilities of the craft, the famed Air
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urged that nothiing be done to hinder contact with the pilots of the
UFOs since such contact:" ... may well bring untold blessings to a distraught
humanity." 123.
July 11th.
In southern Finland mysterious luminous objects were seen in the sky which
were described as "flying cigars" or "flying saucers." 124.
While passing over Hunterdon, Pennsylvania, a four plane flight of U.S. Air
Force jet borranbers was paced by a flying disc. 125.
July 12th
Flagstaff, Arizona.
In the wooded hills around Flagstaff, Arizona, on July 12th, two men in a
logging truck sighted a rotating, low-flying, discoidal body in the sky. It
was about sunset when the object with flashing lights was spotted silently
moving across the heavens and disappearing behind some hills. The men in
the truck watching the passage of the UFO, a ~tr. Decker and Mr. Bunch, had
their story of the sighting published in the lumber industry journal Timberline. 126.
July 12th. Fngland. "Flying dustbin lid."
Residents at Cheltenham, England, said the bright silver-colored disc they
saw in the sky reminded them of a flying dustbin lid(Americans call such containers garbage cans). Just seconds before a jet fighter appeared, the UFO
zci6med away. 127.
, July 13th. Norfolk, Virginia~
·-" At Norfolk,· Virginia, a person reported the passage of a big disc-shaped
object that soundlessly flew over the countryside at an estimated 3,000 feet.
128.
July 13th.
At Great Easton, Leicester, Fngland, on July 13th, a farmer saw a flat object, a "saucer," in an apparent pursuit of a jet plane. Most peculiar was
the fanner's description of the UFO as being "practically transparent" although "clearly defined." When last seen, the UFO had caught up with the
fighter but stayed at a much higher altitude. 129.
Detroit Flying Saucer Club.
Fnthusiastic members of the Laura Harxer crowd met in Detroit on July 15,
1954 to-put together a proposed "Flying Saucer Review Group." Mter some
discussion an organization was foTimed called "The Detroit Flying Saucer
Club."
A self-appointed FBI info~at warned the Bureau in a confidential letter
that he feared the "club" could:" •.. use the flying saucer scare as political propaganda or form a psuedo-religious view ... [ which wouldloppose the
atomic bomb and warfare." 130.
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"Debris in wind?"
The next case violates the general rule:"If the phenomenon reported is not
a strange flying light, disc, sphere, or cigar-shaped object, it probably is
not a true UFO." Unusual shapes have been reported but they are suspect.
However, the following case mentions 10 observers, all with aeronautical experience, with one witness approaching within 5 feet of the object! Also,
there is another case of an odd-shaped UFO that Wii"S'reported very low and
moving very slow, much like the following case. That other case_is the Oct.
13, 1950, Oak Ridge incident.*
For the previous reason the next case is
quoted in detail.
According to an official report made to BUJE BCXJK:
"1. Shape--irregular rectangle; size--18" x 18" x 8"; color--pale
milky white; number--one; aerodynamic features--none; trail or exhaust--none; propulsion system--none observed; speed--3-8 MPH; sound
-none; manelNers--approached from East, descending from 30 feet to •
ground, stopped on ground, elevated to 4 feet, right-angle turn to 1
North, advanced approximately 75 feet to 8-foot cyclone fence, rose
over fence to disappear in overcast. Appeared opaque and consistency
of cotton candy or spun glass.
"2. Sighted approximately 0750 CITI' on 14 July 1954 for approximately
3-5 mintues.
"3. Visual observation only from ground and automobiles.
"4. Location of observers--in driveway and parking lot of Propulsion
laboratory, McDonnell Aircraft Corporation, St. Louis, Missouri. Location of object with respect to observers--4-200 feet. Object observed from ground, and from passing automobile affording drnmward view.
"5. Estimated 10 observers, 5 reporting. All f.1c:Donnell employees
with aeronautical experience.
,
"ll. Weather and winds--overcast, Southeast light and variable, 2-6
MPH.
"7. No activity or condition which might accmmt for sighting.
"8. No photographs taken. Search revealed no fragments.
"9. Object followed by one observer at approximately 5-foot distance.
No attempt made to contact.
All observers believed completely reliable. Observers could not
identify as· any known material. Proximity lends credence to experience." 131.
Dr. J. All em Hynek later Wrote:

'7his report went to the Director of Intelligence of the United
States Air Force, Blue Book, the Air Defence Command in Colorado
Springs, and the Commander of the Eastern Air Defense {orce, and
all of them let Blue Book get away with the evaluation 'debris in
tne wind.' The wind, you will remember, was southeast llght
variaDre, two to six miles per hour •... apparently, very little
attention was paid to the contents of the report itself." 132.

arur-

*See my booklet:UFOs: A HISTORY 1950:AUGIJST-DECH-1BER, pages35-36.
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Saucer ejects saucer?
Paul Sepas' mind was full of questions:What were UFOs?, Where did they
come from? Who controls them? He was troubled by these thoughts for a very
good reason. On July 18,1954, Mr. Sepas had gotten a good look at a UFO.
He had his experience only a few hours after sunset, on Wisner Boulevard
a half mile from Mirabeau Avenue, in New Oreans. In the car at the tllne was
his wife, sister-in-law,six-year-old son, and a nephew(age not given).
While driving,north on Wisner, Serpas noticed a grey, saucer-shaped, object
he judged to be about 25 feet in diameter, suspended in the air about 1,000
feet above the City park and about~ mile away. He directed his wife's attention to the object and blurted out:"What is that thing?" 133. His wife
immediately spotted the object and remarked on its "eerie appearance." Serpas
flicked his headlights on and off in a half serious attempt to signal the object.
Next he sto-pped his car and peered closely to satisfy hlln5elf the object was not a blimp or balloon, and to check on any motion. The time was
8:40 p.m. While Serpas and the others in the car watched, a brilliant bluewhite light appeared on the object's middle which grew in brightness and then
abruptly faded away. The cycle was repeated a few tllnes and then a amazing
thing took place. The object, "saucer," shook violently and ejected a small
brilliant dot, or body, from its side which then streaked horizontally for an
instant and then launched itself on an upward course at tremendous speed.
Meanwhile, the "saucer" remained in place for at least 10 minutes and during this period Sepas discussed the situation with his relatives. His sisterin-law, for example, commented:"It looks just like a flying saucer is suppose
look." 134.
Sitting there in the car, Sepas and his relatives sp~culated about whether
the ''pilots" of the craft were watching them too, if the odd machine came
from another planet, or what power kept it hovering in the air. Finally the
"saucer" wobbled a bit and then took off at a fantastic rate of speed, the
strange object following the same departure course taken by the small point
of light seen earlier.
Sepas wrote that as soon as he returned home he contacted the local newspapers, which, he admits, turned out to be a big mistake. He found himself
b~g accused of being a publicity seeker, a dnmkard, and worst. As a resalt Sepas was determined to prove he was telling the truth, but the only
way he could think of was to buy a camera and return to the saMe location
the next evening and hope the "saucer" would reappear.
AccoMpanied by his \~fe and sister-in-law, Sepas drove to Wisner Boulevard and parked at. what he felt was a good site for viewing the sky. The
three people settled down for a long wait. At 8:20 p.m. there was still
no "saucer" in sight, however at 8:30 p.l'l. Sepas spotted the "thing." He
quickly centered the object in the viewfinder of his new camera and pressed the button. Nothing clicked in the camera. UnfaPlilar with the mechanism, Sepas fussed with it to get it working before it was too late. As
he frantically made some adjustments, his sister-in-law, standing on the
car's running board to get a better look at the object, Shouted:"Look it
is starting to glow!" 135. The "saucer" began to give off a strong light,
turning from a bright orange to an intense red. At the same tllne the object began to move away and within seconds it was out of sight. Sepas had
missed his big chance. 136.

'
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Australian meeting?
If one can believe Edgar Jarrold, a civilian Australian UFO investigator,
his nation's Air Force convened a meeting to deal with the mysterious sky
object problem in Melbourne on July 19, 1954, and asked him to attend.
According to Jarrold, discussions at the gathering focused on where such
objects were originating, instead of, as he expected, if such things were
real! 137. No more details were given.
"Australian Flying Saucer Investigation Co!mnittee."
A group of Australian UFO enthusiasts banded together to study SS UFO sightings reported in their cotmtry' s skies. They cotmted six cigar-shaped object
reports, IS "rotating discoidal flying saucer" reports, six "shooting M:Jon"
type object reports, and 20 small hovering light reports. While agreeing the
reported objects were real, material bodies,the committee hestitated to say
the things were space ships. The most interesting suggestion in the July, 1954,
comnittee conclusion however, was this:"Th.ey are getting lower, seemingly to
land." 138. Were they?

An "ostrich approach."
Edward Ruppe It wrote a letter to Donald Keyhoe in early July, 1954, to say
company business would require a visit to Dayfon, Ohio, on July 21·22nd and
while in town on those days he thought he might drive out to Wright-Patterson
AFB to see how things were going at BLUE BOOK, if he was still welcome after
writing the UFO article that appeared in the May issue of True magazine which
caused some violent reactions in some military circles. Ruppelt offered to
ask pertinent questions suggested by Keyhoe, in a discreet way,if it was allow
ed by BLUE BOOK authorities(classified data excepted of course).
In a short letter to Keyhoe in early August, Ruppelt said he got in to see
the BLUE BOOK people (he wasn't black-balled) and what he learned confinned
Keyhoe's fears. It seems that all publicity concerning UFOs was controlled
by a Lt. Colonel who followed an "ostrich approach" to the mystery, and claims
by BLUE BOOK. that unlmowns had been reduced to 10% were apparently due more to
a "skeptical attitude" than to better investigating, in fact, UFO reports
that were coming in to Wright field were as good as ever while official analysis procedures were poorer than ever.
Other than that, Ruppelt mentions a possible book-length treatment of his
BLUE BOOK experiences, and he makes a promise to Keyhoe that if he did do such
a book, it would not "follow the Air Force line." 139.
July 22nd.
Clearwater Bay, Canada.
A Canadian by the name of Fred Alcock had a home on Clearwater Bay just a
few miles to the west of Kenora, Ontario; and on the evening of July 22, 1954
Alcock was sitting on the dock behind his cabin looking out over the water.
Suddenly he spotted three strange, saucer-shaped, objects that were clearly
defined, gray-metallic in color, with wide shallow domes on the top surface.
A veteran of the R.C.A.F., Alcock instantly knew he was not seeing ordinary
aircraft. The discs were travelling west when they came to a stop above an
island about 1~ miles away. Silhouetted against a blue atmosphere, the objects hovered for approximately two mintues. When the objects departed, they
did so in a startling manner. Said Alcock:''They were just ••• swoosh .•• gone!"
140.
.
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About 20 mintues later-five objects flying in v-formation zoomed over the
city of Winnipeg, in Manitoba ( Winnipeg lies 130 miles to the west of Clearwater Bay). For about 30 seconds the formation was in view as it crossed over
the city on a western course. A Royal Canadian Air Force who watched the
formation pass overhead said later the object were:" ••• oval and definitely
metallic." 141. Another witness told the press the objects resembled ·~rill
iant balls" similar to Christmas tree ornaments. 142.
July 23rd.
The following evening, July 23rd, six orange-yellow spherical-shaped objects passed over Kenora, Ontario. About three miles southwest of town a
f.tr. and Mrs. W.A. Cartwright watched the objects through binoculars. The
Cartwrights said the round objects became elongated while in view and they
suggested the objects were flat discs turning on their horizontal axis. 143.
July 23rd.
"Routine report."
Air Force records state:
"On 23 July 1954 Mr.( ••• deleted), Route 1, Milford, Ohio, advised
Colonel ( ..• deleted), Deputy Director of Civilian Defense for Greater
Cincirmati and Hamil ton County, that both he and his wife had observed
a silver circular or spherical shape in the sky, approximately fortyfive degrees above the horizon. ( ••• deleted) advised that the object
was sighted at approximately 1440 hours, 23 July 1954, to the southeast
of their residence." 144.
The above report might be dismissed as a balloon but there were indications
something ~ in the skies of Ohio on the 23rd.
"The incident is officially denied.

It is a classified matter."

The Johnson County GOC post was a place of excitement at 7:20 p.m. on the
23rd. Robert D. Wolfe, Chief Observer, alerted the South Bend Filter Center
that a quartet of gleaming objects were visible in the sky above the city of
Franklin. The alann was forwarded to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, where the
97th Interceptor Squadron was stationed. Two jets were sent to investigate.
The office of the Indianapolis newspaper, the Star, was also notified, evidently by someone associated with the GOC. Starreporter Burk Friedersdorf
got into his car and raced to the Johnson Go"CpOst, arriving there just as
three of the four UFOs in the area were leaving the sky over Franklin. One
UFO, howev~r, remained and it was so impressive Friedersdorf had no right to
be disappointed.
As the lone UFO moved slowly about in the twilight, Mr. Wolfe made a
guess as to it size, believing the thing was some 500 feet in diameter! Newsman Friedersdorf reached the GOC post just as the two jet interceptors came
over the horizon and were guided toward the remaining UFO by GOC Chief Wolfe.
Friedersdorf heloed by calling off bearings.
At the approach of the fighters, the UFO started to gain altitude rapidly
but the jets appeared to pull abreast of the UFO before it picked up speed
and height too extreme to match.

'
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Excited, reporter Friedersdorf phoned Wright Field but a 97th Squadron
spokesman refused to ad:ttit that any aircraft from that unit was involved in
a UFO intercept which amazed the Star reporter who protested that he had
actually participated in the encounter only minutes before. To that remark
the Air Force spokesman snapped:'~e incident is officially denied. It is a
classified matter." 145.
July 23rd. England.
The town of Shanklin on the Isle of Wright was visited by seven balloonlike objects on July 23, 1954, according to a garage worker who said there
was six small objects and one large. The small objects, he asserted, were
out in front of their larger companion and were weaving about. 146.
July 25th. Southern Rhodesia.
An American CIA document states:
"On July 25, 1954, J.H. Flanagan(a
Policeman) and some friends recently
observed six unidentified objects in
the sky over Enkeldoorn, South of
Salobury. The objects, which were
almost immobile, were visible for
about 20 minutes, but disappeared
when night fell." 147.
July 26th.
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WILKES-BAP.RE, Pa., July 2~
·~-They're In a 0a!n, tho5t Lly-~~
mg saucer:s
· Radio stabon WBRE reported 1
l:tst ntght 1t had re<etved calli 1
n-ery day thu week !rom per.l
sons reportmg they saw mysterl·
, ous ObJect> tn the sky. '
, A news reporter tor the radio
,stallon sa1d some ol the ObJects
lo\.ere reported In the area at the
'u. S Air Force radar stahon at
~!_d Rock,_ Pa .. 1<1 S'f.

Zimbabwe(then Rhodesia)

Former WWII RAF Bomber CoJ1i113nd Squadron Leader A.J. Roberts was at the
helm of a small British Tiger MOth on July 26, 1954; flying over Lake ~~
Ihvaine; which is near the city of Salisbury. With Robert was a studentpilot by the name of R. Howarth.
The Moth was doing about 137 kms per hour and was at an altitude of
2,100 meters when the UFO encounter took place. The time of day is not
known.
Robert spotted an "elliptical sausage" about 10 kms away and about 760
,meters higher than his own plane. The thing, seen through a patch of haze,
appeaT~ to have a clear looking center part appeared to have a clear looking center part and having "two hazy ends." Intriqued, Robert changed his
course and took up a pursuit. The UFO, apparently aware of the Hath Is approach, "turned over" and then zoomed away. While racing toward the fleeing
UFO, Robert suddenly noticed that it had stopped, reversed its heading, and
was now motionless. Closing within 4 kms, Robert could see more clearly and
he could make out the actual shape of the UFO. The thing was really two
---:>du'"'Il-gray saucers, mov1ng together, one above the other, with no visible
connection between them. After hovering for a few seconds, the UFO again
went through its departure maneuver, turning over and,then zooming away at
an "incredible speed."
The performance of the UFO astonished Roberts:'~e most amazing thing
about the object was the way it changed direction. It flew upward, forward, and sideways, without any apparent difficulty." 148.
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"Beautiful UFO at t-tiami •"
The wife of an airline pilot who lived on 36th street in t-tiami, Florida,
sighted a UFO while looking through a window just before sunrise on July
29, 1954. She said she saw an object rise from the ground to an altitude
of about 200 feet where it hovered momentarily. It appeared to be about
the size of a quarterCWe assume at arm's length), circular with a flat bottom, and was a brilliant "beautiful" red with yellowish edges when first
seen. As the object rose, its shape elongated, later assuming a shape
that was more round. The color also changed as the object rose, the UFO
turning a dark gray and then to a light gray. A smooth, rhythmic, "nonmetallic" undefinable sound was heard the first few mintues of the sighting.
After bmrering for-a-tirne.,-the UFO was seen moving-ver-y-slowly-to the
north, then to the south, and then north again. Finally, the object
started to cl~ northeast, elongating t~orarily, and then resuming a
round shape with "scalloped edges." The color also changed during the
climb, changing from light gray to dark gray, and then back to light gray.
The object slowly faded from view.
The military teletype message sent through channels detailing the case
offered the suggestion:"Possible refraction of light from Sun, which arose
at 0546 EST." 149.
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July 29th.
A sighting was made of a "queer moon-like thing" end of the month when
on July 29th the Cap'tain of the Dutch ship Groote Beer, Jan P. Bos, and
five of his officers, spotted a "flying saucer" pnor to the arrival of
the ship at New York. The object was viewed through a sextant which enabled a measurement to be made of the "moon-like object' s"vertical ascent,
which turned out to be a half degree in two mintues. ·1 50. The thing. was
seen rising out of the Atlantic 90 miles east of Cape Cod. 151.
The impact of the UFO problem was beginning to be felt by serious observers of society. In the wake of Dr. Jung's statements, a Rev. Phipp Dessauer, a Bavarian Catholic theologian, issued his own state~ent on July 29,
1954 at f.!unich, Germany, which said:
" •.. the evidence seems to demonstate with adequate certainty that
intelligent beings fr~ another planet have been observing the earth
for the last eight years ..•. If it is possible to make contact with
these beings, it will be the most dramatic event in human history.
It is the duty of governments to prepare man for the possibility of
such an encounter." 152.
Bickering.
Some of the bickering among the characters that made up the contactee
crowd surfaced when A1 Bailey and Jerrold Baker, both participants in the
Adamski Venusian affair, soured on the famous California contactee.and were
making their displeasure known.
UFO researcher Bill Pitt, up to this point
a bystander, involved himself by corresponding with UFO neHsletter editor*
Jim ~!oseley who knew something about the situation; and Baker who was Adam·~ski's biggest £ritic. Pitt ·wanted more details.
On July 25, 1954 Baker forwarded to Pitt copies of.letters between him
and Ad.amski, material that was suppose to document grounds for complaint.
Baker, not·.happy with just educating Pitt, got in touch with Desmond Leslie,
warning the Englishman about Adamski's "peculiar metaphysical beliefs."
Another person to hear from Baker was the director of the British Flying
Saucer Bureau, Captain Plunkett who ignored the ex-U.S. Air Force segeant,
displaying thE; favorable view of Adamski preve lant in England. Leslie,
likewise ignored Baker and continu~ to give lectures in his country that
indorsed the supposed Venusian encounter, and when visiting California in
1954, he even praised Dan Fry and Redondoan Beach's Truman Bethurum as
sources of "support" for Adamski's claims and had no qualms about accepting an invitation to dine with all three contactees, Fry, Bethurum, and
Adamski, ·one evening at Palomar Gardens. 153.
July 30th.
Buck Nelson.

* f.bseley had just founded his own UFO organization, the "Saucer and

Un-

explained Celestial Events Research Society(SAUCERS)."
Operating out
of Fort Lee, New Jersey, membership eventually reached 4,000. Moseley
~ad ~lasted Adamski back in .J~uary by writing a highly critical essay
1n h1s UFO newsletter Nexus, us1ng Jerrold Baker as a source for his
charges.
--
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Yet another entry into the contactee field was a Buck Nelson, an Ozark
farmer who scribbled an account about meeting some spacemen and taking a
trip on their saucer(Buck's dog went too!). Buck mailed his story to the
local press, a Springfield, Missouri, newspaper which published the odd
tale in its July 30, 1954 edition. One reader, a James Hill, a sent a
clipping to a civilian UFO group and subsequently farmer Nelson became
almost as well known as other contactees, however his career was innocuous
because it was unintentionally humorous. 154.
July 31st.
Some natives became excited about something in the sky over Durban, South
Africa, on July 31st, The commotion attracted the attention of a Hi~h
School teacher named Eugene Heyer, who, when looking up, spotted a circular
grey-colqred object moving slowly and soundlessly back and forth above a
small grove of trees, and once in awhile rising to a higher level for a few
moments,; 155.
"Fly}Pg Saucer Balloons 7 "
Keyhoe and Edwards were further encouraged at this time by the efforts of
journalist Charlotte Knight who shot down the Air Force's favorite UFO explanation:balloons. Researching the subject, Knight wrote in Collier's
magazine that:
..
"Officers at the Air Research Center in Cambridge, and at some other~..,
Air Force bases, insisted that ninety per cent of the 'saucers' re•
ported were merely huge balloons released by the Air Force and Navy.
The other ten per cent, they said, were mirages, ice crystals, or
other weather phenomena.
"Every balloon launching is carefully co-ordinated with the Civil
Aeronautics Administration and the Air Defense Command, so the pilots
flying in the vicinity can be warned beforehand. In areas near heavy
CO!TIIllercial flying, CAA reconunends a launching hour when traffic is at
a miniPrum.
"IJul:ing the ascent warning lights on the instruments package blink
on ~9 off continuously. If the balloon leaks and does not rise above
50,00'0
feet within a set time, automatic mechanisms cut it down." 156.
-~,.,.,_
The :woman writer also pointed out that every effort was made to track the
balloon by using radio-direction finders and radar.
O'Mara, Milani, and now Knight's contribution, gave the Keyhoe-Edwards
team hope there would be a "break in the backout."
August.
What happened in Korea? A short note scribbled in BWE BOOK files tells
us someone has removed case material and never returned it. (See below)

.
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Lorain, Ohio. August Znd.
While reading tQe following account one might wonder how many UFOs, if
they do exist, escape notice by being mistaken for balloons if they exhibit no unusual motion:
"On S August 1954, f.b:-. ( ... deleted)Avon lake, Ohio, (Assistant
Purchasing Agent, Metal Equipment Co.,( ..• deleted) Cleveland,
Ohio, telephonically advised Special Agent Henry J. Fisher
that he had sighted an object in the sky on Z August 1954.
"On 5 August 1954, Special Agent Fisher interviewed f.b:-. ( •• ,deleted) at his residence. ( ••. deleted) advised that he sighted
an object in the sky at 1717 hours, Z August 1954, which appeared to be southwest of Lorain, Ohio. At the point of sight,
( ..• deleted) advised that he was at the intersection of State
Route 254 and Dover Center Road, Westlake, Ohio. The object
appeared to be the size of approximately SO seconds of an arc
in diameter or about the size of a shirt button. ( .•. deleted)
stated that the shape of the object was somewhat elliptical
and appeared to be very bright, like highly polished metal.
There was no evidence of chromatic dispersions and the object
was very clear in appearance, with no distortion. ( ••• deleted)
stated that the object was at an altitude of approximately
5,000 feet and seemed to be hovering. He stated that he saw
the object in this position f9r S to 8 seconds, When it suddenly dropped vertically and came to an abrupt halt at approximately 2,000 feet. ( ••• deleted) advised that the descent
took approximately 3 seconds. The object remained in its new
position for 10 seconds and then-disappeared. (. •. deleted) advised that the object faded out of sight and likened its disappearance to a 1V set being turned off.
"( ••• deleted) related that the object, when sighted, appeared
to be 6 miles from his position, and stated that when the object
dropped, it appeared to be a free fall rather than an accelerat·
ed drop. When the object dropped, it appeared to change as
though it had its thin side toward( ... deleted).stated that the
object had no noticeable surface characteristics, and that its
descent to 2,000 feet was a definite action and not a floating
or wobbling motion. ( ••• deleted) likened the speed of the object to that of a ME 109 fighter plane approaching head-on to a
B-17 in flight, magnified 3 times, or approximately 1,000 to
1, ZOO miles per hour." 157.

'There is no aircraft in your area" ---Porto Alegre tower.
Commander Nagib Ayub, at the helm of a Varig airline DC-3, passed
over Florianoplis, Santa Catarina, at 7:00 p.m. August 5th. His destination was Rio de Janeiro, the largest city in Brazil. Leaving the
town of Florianoplis behind, the DC-3 turned toward the open sea, flying
over the Atlantic at an altitude of Z,ZSO meters. A high overcast in
the area screened out the moon and stars,creating a pitch-black night.
After only a few minutes of flying over the dark waters of the ocean,
a brilliant point of red light was spotted by Ayub, a light that seemed
to be some 500 meters off his port wing in the direction of the coastline, the strange glow lasting only about two seconds.
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The flight continued up the coast for 200 kilometers. Approaching
the state of Parana, Commander Ayub found lighting conditions better
and he could make out the outline of Guaratuba Bay. While flying in
the vicnity of the bay, Ayub caught another brief glimpse of a strange
red spot of light in the dark sky. His co~pilot, R. Pinheiro da Silva,
also sighted the light this time although the phenomenon was visible for
only a few seconds.
The faint outline of another bay, Paranagua, came into view at 10:00
p.m. as the DC~3 continued its seacoast air route. The co-pilot turned
his head to look at an engine, and when he did, to his amazement he saw
a huge fireball shooting up at the airliner from the direction of the
doast, as if some giant anti-aircraft cannon had fired off a round.
Glowing like MOlten metal, the brilliant blob grew in size rapidly as
it zoomed through the air on an apparent intercept trajectory. A deadly coll!2ion seemed imminent, but just before the thing crashed into the
DC-3, it: reversed course, climbed, and then dove on the Varig airliner
again. ~or a second time the brilliant blqb turned away at the last moment.
The DC-3 aircrew became terrified, Radio operator R.F. Godinho franticly sent out an emergency call for help which was immediately picked
up by Porto Alegre, Sao Paulo, and Rio airports.
Civilian authorities
lost no time contacting the Brazilian military, alerting the Air Defense
Command and the Security Service branch.
Word also quickly reached the president of Varig airlines who happen- •.
ed to be at Porto Alegre field and was soon monitoring the radio in the
airport control tower. He heard the following transmission:
"Mter making several passes at the DC-3, the fireball is now
following it. NOw it has started a crazy dance around us, changing constantly and rapidly its altitude, course, speed and brightness ---always tracking the plane." 158.
It was Conmander Ayub speaking. The pilot of the DC-3 described the
motions _of the light as being fantastic; the "thing" swerving in an out,
reversing its course in an instant, making high speed climbs and dives,
sharp l~ft and right turns, swift accelerations and then abruptly slowing its;speed. Only a light could be seen but its color changed, usually displaying a red hue, but when it slowed the color took on an amber
tint. l~en accelerating(putting on power?), the light appeared bluish.
There was no sound that could heard over the DC-3's engine noise.
Porto Alegre tower radioed Commander;
"We have_ checked and it seems that the object reported is an
alien, unknown craft. There is no aircraft in your area. Now,
how about switching off your lights and trying to escape it?
But please, do it keeping in contact with us and reporting
everything that happens." 159.
All lights on the airliner were switched off and evasive maneuvers begun by Ayub, but it made no difference to the enigmatic UFO which continued to dance around the blacked-out passenger plane. This went on for
two hours. Unnerved, Commander Ayub finally requested permission to make
an I.U'I.sheduled landing at Sao Paulo before:"., .anything worst could happen." 160, The UFO did not pursue the DC-3 to the airport.

'
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At that time another Varfg airliner piloted by a -Commander Edu Michel
was flying in the area. Michel had been listening to radio transmissions
between Ayub and Porto Alegre tower. Curious, Michel adjusted his course
and flew in the direction of the last reported position of the UFO, and
within minutes sighted a queer light racing out to sea. This was enough
to convince Commander Hichel to also ask pennission to put down at Sao
Paulo.
Miles away over Santa Cruz two Brazilian Air Force officers in a fast
military interceptor spotted what was believed to be the mystery light
The aircrews of the two airliners,and the two Air Force pilots,were
questioned by Intelligence officers at Sao Paulo's Congonhas airport.
Commander Ayub told the agents nothing was visible behind the glare of
light but that did not rule out a solid body. In his written report,
Ayub wrote:
"I think it impossible to mistake 'that'for any known man~made
machine or device. It was not a jet plane, or aircraft. It was
not a balloon. It was not a secret weapon(We have none like it).
Nor was it a meteorite, a reflection or a mirage ---because none
of these things can fly at more than 200 Km/hour, following an
airplane and maneuvering aroWld it. I think it was an alien
craft, one of the so-called 'flying saucers.'" 161.
The Brazilian newspapers made a big fuss about the UFO case but the
the Brazilian Air Force didn't volunteer the results of its investigation.. Like the U.S. Air. Force, the Brazilian military wasn't about to
divulge infonnation. 162.
An" hbrupt increase of UFO news from Europe.

Since "Flying Saucers" were officially considered to be an "American domestic problem " little effort was made by the U.S. Air Force to collect or
investigate ae;ial phenomena reports from overseas. Indications are that
the CIA gathered such data. Most of the overseas ~ materi~l in BUJE BOOK
files consist of newspaper accOWlts,and case summar1es so br1ef they are
limited to a few facts on a Project-10073 Record Card.
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·~qs'~" Tlieory~- 1
On ·saucers .·
"Vikings from another planetary system."
(See newsclipping)

Project Record Cards.
(See the following pages)

· Nurnbrr.r, Ge.rmany, Aug. 2
tu.P.).-Hermann Oherth, wartimo
Y·2 roeket expert, aatd today ho
Ia tonvinced the things called •
flying aau.cers are. real and pe.r•;
hapo manned by "the Vik1ngs
fron:a another planetary •vstem.•
"We eannot produee 1aeb 'sauc:•
era' yet, and we •re fairly cer•
tain that the other planeto of
our solar system lac:k c:ivaliz.a·
tiona eapable of their manufaet-t
ure/' Oberth said..
·
"Thus one eondudes that these
ftying obj<eto au the uplonng
1hipa of anothe.r aolar syatem,:
or even • far-off fixed st.&r." .
Oberth "'"' one of the ••ports •
•t the German rocket st.atlon at
\.Peenem\lelldl
on the Balt.u.~ ~oast..- '
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August 3rd.
"Orbiting discs."
On the 3rd at Hamilton AFB, california, an airfield located at the north
end of San Francisco Bay, Air Force personnel spotted some flying discs orbiting in the sky.
The objects then stopped moving in circles and assumed
a diamond-shaped formation. The manner of disappearance is not given. 163.

"Like a green-colored English Army helmet."
The date was August 4th.
The time 4:45p.m.

The place:Africa.

While driving on a highway(presumally near his home of Penroy), A Mr.
R. C. Townsend of Southern Rhodesia was annoyed by a flash of green light
coming from above. Glancing up Mr. Townsend saw a queer object that resembled an "English Anny helmet" at an estimated 10,000 feet elevation.
Townsend pointed out the phenomenon to his wife who was in the car with
him.
The object was silent as it displayed "throbbing movements" which resulted in "shimmering reflections" of the sun • s rays. 164.
Flying Saucers over the Hague, Holland.
An American CIA report read:
·~en firemen and thier chief observed the two flying saucers over
the Hague on the night of August 4, 1954 between 2300 and 2400 hours.
The objects were seen in the clear night air at a high altitude. They
moved at incredible speed, at times remaining motionless for as long
as 30 seconds. They were described as being flat ovals with whitishgray light.
All of the observers agreed that the objects could not
have been aircraft or balloons."
165.

August 5th.

More from Rhodesia.

Two Southern Rhodesian newspapers, The ~luwayo ·Chronicle and the
Salisbury Sun~ay Mail, carried UFO reports rom tne c1t1es of Buluwayo,
Sal1sbury, an Gatrome. There was also mention of a sighting at the city
of Ndola in Northern Rhodesia.
In Umtali some people interested in the subject formed a South African
"Flying Saucer Club."
166.
"Suddenly dropped vertically and
produced BLUE BOOK report)

cam~

to an abrupt halt."

(See re-

Ham radio not effected.
A brilliant white-colored ball shot up into the sky over Santa Fe, New
Mexico, on August 6th. It left a luminous trail that persisted for about
15 mintues. Meteor expert Dr. Lincoln La Paz declared the object "not a
meteor" which could not have been an easy call to make since thing "fell
upwards." This "cosmic phenomenon" was said to have inten1pted Television
signals and aircraft transmissions, but not ham radio.
167.

August 6th again.
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"This thing gets worse and worse."
Donald Keyhoe met mth an infonnat named Stone. Drinking coffee in an
all-night restaurant", the two men discussed the lastest UFO news. Stone
remarked that he had heard from an airline pilot flying out of Honolulu
that something queer had taken place on August 6, 1954. A rumor was making the rmmds that a Navy jet pilot on patrol h~ "gone nuts," buzzing
Waikiki and yelling over the radio to ground control. Authorities were
supposed to have grounded the pilot and had the whole incident hushed up.
Keyhoe said he had also heard rumors, accounts about a strange craft
and how a military jet pilot had gotten close enough to the UFO to "see
some kind of creature."
Stone, shocked, muttered a comment that would well describe the coming
months of UFO activity:'~s thing gets worse and worse. It's like a
nightmare." 168.
Written report. First Lieutenant, Swiss Air Force:
"Date: Saturday, August 7, 1954 .'
"Place and Time: Zurich, 4:15 p.m.
·~eather 5/8 overcast; ceiling 1300 meters above sea-level; wind
from the west, 60 kilometers per hour at cloud level.
"Altitude of the object: base of the clouds.
"Length of time of observation: about one minute with field-glasses.
"Description of phenomenon: from the window of my apartment situated
near Schaffhouse Place I was observing light planes which were going
over the city, At the same I was watching a child's 'balloon being
pushed by the west wind which was blowing off the lake. The balloon
was climbing continually and had become almost invisible.
"Suddenly, in the same direction as the balloon I saw a dark disc
about as large as a one centime piece (held at arm's length) which
seemed to be immediately beneath the ceiling of the clouds. I thought
at first that it was a larger balloon. But this disc, curiously, was
not being transported by the wind as was the balloon. I immediately
reached for my field glasses and observed it more closely.
"The shape of the object reminded one in an tmbelievable way of an
upside-down plate. Its thickness was about 1/6 of its diameter. One
could see very clearly a large circular crown surrotmding a rotmded
surface, the diameter of which was about half the size of the object.
It was not possible for me to determine if the rotmded surface at the
interior of the crown was hollow or not.
"The color of the large crown changed constantly, going from a silver
tint to rose and then to blue. The pale pureness of these tints was
very striking. When the color changed to red the contours of the ob----ject· seemed· indistinct-and· incandescent-but ·they-became-clearly-delineated again when the color was silver or white.
"The object oscillated lightly from one part to another of its vertical axis like a top which is about to stop. At time intervals of
about four seconds a sort of brown smoke left the back of the object
and immediately dissolved.
"After watching the object for about one minute I expected that it
would stay awhile longer where it was and I went to the telephone to
call a friend. Unforttmately I could not get through to him and when
I went back to the window the object was gone. I continued to scrutinize this part of the sky with my field-glasses and then during a
short break in the clouds was able to distinguish a very small brilliant light.
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"It is difficult for me to estimate the dimensions of the object but
it probably wasn•t more than 15 meters. On the ladder of my field·
glasses it occupied four gradations. This cotmt was taken at an angle
of 25 degrees, approximately, and based upon my estimate of the al·
titude, the calulation permits us to obtain a similarfigure." 169.
Giving credence to the officer's report was the sighting made the same
evening, 10:30 p.m., by two people at Zurich•s Kloten Airport. When first
spotted, the UFO was just a brilliant point of light above the airfield
which then launched itself vertically at high speed, changing color as it
zoomed aloft, turning from a white hue to a yellow, to a red, and then re·
turning to white again. The speeding light ltmged to the right but kept
going until it was out of sight. Within minutes the UFO came into view
once more, crossing the heavens at a tremendous velocity. 170.
Alann bells at the "saucer detection station."
Canada's Project MAGNET chief Wilbert Smith considered August 8, 1954
just another typical work day at the UFO tracking shack on the outskirts
of Ottawa, at least until 3:00 in the afternoon when the station's gravi·
meter wiggled a bit and then whipped around wildly, setting off all the
alarm bells. Smith and his assistants dashed outside to make a visual
check of the sky ,but as luck would have it, a thick fog covered the area
making it impossible to see anything in the air. 171.
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As much as he ~~ted to announce he had detected something important,
Smith was forced to remain cautious without more data. He had to admit, in
an interview with In:in Shulman of the t-iontreal Star, that the indications
on his instniment could have caused by a "101 dineTent things." 172.
The Toronto Globe and Mail added:'~. Smith said it is not possible for
anyone to state that !he gravimeter recorded the presence of a flying saucer. However, it also is not possible to say it wasn't a flying saucer."
173.
'

"Moved in and out of the sea."
According to our source, the U.S. Coast Guard station at Long Beach,
Califo1nia, intercepted a radio message on August 8th from the Honduran
freighter Aliki that said:"SAW FIREBALL "fOVE IN AND CIJf OF SEA WITHa.IT
BEil\"G DOUSEIJ.l.EFT Kill OF WHITE SMOKE. COURSE ERRATIC. VANISHED FRCM
SIQ-IT." 174. There was some sightings made at Santa Monica, California,
about some UFOs seen seaward on the 9th and the lOth. No other details are
available. 175.
Utah. August 9th •
•4n artist doing dr~gs of the landscape in the eastern part of the
state of Utah was a ~~tness to the soundless passage of a strange, white,
disc-like object. MOving very fast, the object sped along:" ••• undulating
about an axis paraflel to its course." 176.
August lOth. Green fireballs.
Green fireballs,which were of considerable interest to Dr. Lincoln La
Paz, were reporte<'. tv.ice in the skies of Australia on August lOth. One of
odd bolides streaked over the city of Sydney at 5:35p.m., and some 15 minutes later a vivid emerald-colored object zoomed over Canberra. 177.
Frank Edwards is fired,
Public awareness of the UFO problem suffered a big blow on August lOth
when the AF of L fired Frank Edwards. Reporters were curious about the
abrupt dismissal of the popular radio commentator and questioned the Amerioan Federation of Labor President George Meany about the termination. ~tr.
"feany remarked:"He talk.ed too J1Illch about flying saucers." 178.
It was Edwards' contention that he had irritated the Defense Department
one too many times, the last straw being his quote of ATIC 1 s Colonel Jolm
0 ~ra 1 s supposed statement about the number of UFO reports, "700 per week,"
a quote that differed with official news releases. 179.
In. any case, EdW-ards 1 setback did not last long. He managed to get on
radio frequently an)'\>'B.Y, wrote synicated newspaper columns, and penned a
number o£. best selling UFO books.
·
August lOth. Project MAGNET dropped.
Surprising news came out of Canada on August lOth when a form letter
from the Controller of Telecommunications announced the DOT was discontinuing UFO studies, dropping support of project MAGNET after ~years due to
the lack of results (in spite of unexplained signals recorded by Smith UFO
detection station just two days before). Canadian UFO researcher Arthur
Bray observed:·~~ days! Just enough time to call hasty meetings to con1
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sider the importance pf the event at Shirley Bay, decide what to do, and
prepare a statement for the public." 180.
Bray points out that the actual decision to discontinue official sponsorship was in fact made two months earlier and the August lOth press release was concocked to dear-w~public relations problem. Wilbert
Smith wrote:
''The program was _plagued by well-meaning but misguided journalists
who were looking xor spectacular copy which could be turned to
polictical account to such an extent that both those who were working on the project, and the Department of Transport found themselves
in an embarrassed position. Consequently, when the Project Magnet report was made and permission sought to extend the scope of the investigation through federal financial support, the decision was finally made
in 1954 that this would not be advisable in the face of the'pu~icity
from which the whole project has suffered." 181.
,
August 11th.
In the skies of Australia on August 11th a number of objects were seen
which were dubbed "flying tadpoles." Fifty people, which included priests
and police, witnessed the phenomena. 182.
???????????'???
The MOeller Company's salvage ship S.S. Docteur Angier was anchored off
the Pacific island of Yaron-Jima(27%02TU5ffN-128%27TS3"ET at 8:55p.m. on
August 11, 1954. The full Moon was shining brilliantly through a layer of
·~tratus clouds floating at 2,000 feet(No thunderstorms). On the deck of
the Docteur Angier was a 30-year-old electrical engineer(name deleted from
Air ~BOOK records), and his assistant Kosei Nakamoto.
The engineer first suspected something strange was in the air when he
spotted a "line of blue light" in the north-northeast, a degree or two
above the dark horizon, and about 18 miles distant. The glow appe~red to
be ZOO to 300 feet above the sea and the size of an ~erican five~cent
piece held at arm's length. The neon-like blue light was approa~hg at
hig speed, gradually becoming an ellipse. No sound was noticed ao6ve the
noise of the pounding surf. No external projections were discernibl.e on
the phenomenon.
As the glow came over the salvage ship, it became a circle of light,
reddish at the inside, and jet black(in the center?). The thing was estimated to be 100 feet in diameter, or the size of a grapefruit at arm's
length.
Once over the ship, the round mass of light rose vertically and disappeared through the stratus layer illuminating the clouds a beautiful
blue, and also violently agitating them. 183.
August 11th.
In Yugoslavia there was similar mysterious doings August 11th. Something traveling at tremendous speed and throwing off green flashes was rereported. A humming noise was heard and some people said the UFO did not
move in any sort of a straight line. 184,
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AFR 200-Z August 12th.
An official document signed by General Nathan Twining, Air Force Chief
of Staff, had the following to say under the heading:"Release of Facts."
It stated:
"Headquarters USAF will release stmllllaries of evaluated data Y.hich
will inform the public on this subject. In response to local enquiries, it is pei1!1issible to infoi1ll news media representatives on
UFOB's When the object is positively identified as a familiar object .•• For those objects which are not explainable, only the fact
that ATIC will analyze tho:: da-o.:a is worthy of release, due to the
man; unlmowns _involved." 185.
'7-!ars?"
BIDE BOOK said of the August 12, 1954 case at HaxwPll AFB, Alabama,
that :"Description indicates Astra Body. ~fars most probable."- 186. Yet
\•hen one reads the official report, the object in question acted more like
a space ship from Nars.
Note underlined words. (See reproduced document)
August 13th.
Another UFO that htmlllled was reported on August 13th near Stafford, England, when a Mr.·Mawman encountered a brilliant white light doing evolutions over the town, moving up and down.
187.
"Fifty witnesses!"
For some reason, contrary to what was written on the ATIC Form 133, detailed report #IR-204-54 is not on file in BLUE BOOK records. Perhaps the
"ATIC Repository" is another collection of military Intelliegence that has
never been made availabe to public inspection?
(See reproduced foi111)
San Marcos, Texas.
A brief teletype message related a UFO report from military pilots of
,a C-47. The pilots were flying near San tfarcos, Texas, August lSth(the
-time of day was not legible), when an oblong object the size of a nickel
at arm's length came into view. There were no descernable features on
the UFO and all that could be seen was a dark blue silouette. The UFO
was at the same flight level as the C-47 and moving in the same general
direction, seemingly flying foi1!1ation with the military aircraft, but
after careful observation it was believed the UFO was on a slight angle
heading toward the C-47, apparently a collision course. Eventually, however, !he blue UFO:" ... took a 4S degree angle away from observing aircraft, then turned back into flight path and crossed in front of observing aircraft and disappeared." 188.
Changing color rapidly, a saucer-sbaped object was reported on August
15th over the city of Zurich, Switzerland. 189.
There was UFO news from Innsbruck, Austria, in August 1954. The city
was host to the International Astronautical Congress which was attended by
an early rocket pioneer and prominent mathematician Hemann Oberth,who told
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the press he believed UFOs were extraterrestrial in ongm. Reported maneuvers of UFOs amazed the famous Gennan who ruled out any man-inade invention, especially rocket-propelled devices. The only means of achieving performances being reuorted seemed to be the use of a "anti-gravity" powerplant which professot Oberth knew was beyond the reach of 20th Century
science. 190.
August 17th.
Long Island, New York, was the center of UFO activity on the 17th:
"The sky put on a mysterious show for the people of Oak Lane last night,
but if they're not talking about it today, you really can't blame them.
"From 9:30p.m. to 1:15 a.l'l., they followed a 'weird object' with a
reddish glow jumping around in the sky, sometimes vanishing completely
and then reappearing in a new place. They saw three jets chasing it and
they saw seachlights circling it ... " 191.
The "Detroit Flying Saucer Club" meets.
The first official meeting of the "Detroit Flying Saucer Club"~was convened on August 19,1954. The following day the Detroit Times reported on the
gathering and the group's belief that "scientists wer~ng in discounting
the flying saucer theory," and that the "DFSC" would collect and ~forward UFO
information to the U.S. Air Force. 192.
The self-appointed FBI informarit at the meeting reported back to Hoover's
off:i: '1at nothing of an espionage nature was discussed, that the:" ..• meeting ,, ~1sted mostly of people saying they had seen saucers." 193.
UFOs over Denver?
Air Force OSI records state in part:
"On 17 September 1954, Special Agent Chester A. Cununins interviewed
·• Mr.( ... deleted)at his residence at 1730 hours. Mr.( ... deleted) advised
that he was at the Lakeshore Drive-In on the night of 21 August 1954
when it 2130 hours he observed a flight of 10 to 12 dim red florescent
objects which may have been individual objects or one mass with a light
emitting from it. Mr.( .•. deleted) advised that the object or objects
were alomost directly overhead and traveling due West. t-tr. ( ..,:.deleted)
furthe~ advised that the object or objects were observed by h~ for approximately. three or four seconds, he would judge them to be fgrty to
fifty miles distant and traveling at a speed of five to six thousand
miles per hour. 1'-tr.( ••• deleted)further advised that the sky was clear
and that the objects left no trail.
·~.( •.• deleted)advised the Agent of this office that he had approximently three thousand hours flying time in World War II and could furnish no additional information in regard to the unidentified object
other than that reported above." 194,
"Hunt Man from l'-1ars." (See newsclipping) Note that several scouts gave
very accurate descriptions of the "spaceman."
LA GRANDE PEUR HARTIENNE. "The Great l'-1artian Scare."
Beginning in mid August the famous global UFO wave of 1954 began to manifest itself, the focus of which was France,with South America a secondary
scene of intensive UFO reporting.
The Gallic concentration seems to have had many puzzling episodes, however they appear amid many hoaxes, trivial examples of sightings, and a distressing number of deliberate media manipulations.
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Scouts At
Pioneer Sight
----And Hui1t
1\iars
l\iaiifrom
rii GT:ORGE F.
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)IORTO~
S<Coul lleld t;l.e ...~uth e
).lost Anterie:~n, h:we womle1 e•l
aubeonscioo•ly whnt Ut~y would
do if h.Qying so.uccrs,·· · ~pt1cc-.
sh.ips:•.., or •jmcn Itont ;\lal':i''
~1-'ln~od In lht•h• •lelml>'· J~ut
.,_~k o•er 200 S,•nuts :~nd Explorers at C:tnlJl Pmn~r. \\~r .. 1
Ihll Pond, Xew ll.ulfulll, found
,out.
· ~ An idea, bot-n one mot ning in
·Ute front room o! Camp Du ec- ·
tor and Scout E..xecuLiV"e 1'\ebon
A. Sty's eobin, g~""' ID m:~tunty
in Ulc loU.:rwin:,: manner: prO~J:n.m dircclors \' cot•e lo :u."l nnge
lor a "man b-orn Mars" to be
seen by • lew ol lhe Swuls out
In the--campsrtcs; lhi< nppc:u-t~nee
lo be rou-ed by teadin;:s o! i\QIhcnlicatcd mntcual on "F1yint
S..uccrs" by Chief Sly; the program "ould eoncllld<" "•lh n
eamp--wide hunt ror the stran:.:;e
ereature rcpol'tcd sc<'ll hy t'Cl'-

tnin Seouts.
nte purpose or thi• e"'pc•intcnt
not only to t'n1erlain cnmp..
"'"• but to ~;au:;c the r!f<'el ol
mau hy<l<'na. pn>J>Cr\)' c o n-

wa~

trolletl, on lhi• nge gnmp. l...coden would lllso 1.tc able to deter.'
mine the aceura~y of Utelr
S"';;utt'

PQ\'\Cl"S

of

ob..;cn.i\11\lon,;

and the dc;r<!c to "luch they•
could be organized, under strco;;s,
to eany out an as~ignmcnt. ·
The bulld-up bcb'l:: P5p<'cmUy 1
well handled. and the sub<cqucnt ..hunt" lor the nl~nstcr bethe-eu·ii•i
Ing v.cll-dirvctcd,
I turned out to be one or tftc l>c-1
progrM'Is or lhe S<'oson. St'\CI'al
Scouts gave \•cry . . ilCClU\HC' de~
script!Qns of the dist;:llhcd Slu!l
member th~ hod """"' m the
woods, ~11d :1llhou;;h badly l1 •:!hi-,
encd, they enrricd out thch'
signmcnts in the s<';wch ., c-ry
well. The ..stranga '1sltor:• IJcln;: duly "caught" by olhc•· n•cm·
obci'S or the Sill((, nas unma<ke<)
~.and thrown In thco l:tkc to rhc '
SYJdcut -~J!£W~•ghl or nll,
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UFO r~searcher/author Jacques Vallee*noted a marked increase in French
activity as early as August 11th when reports came in from eastern France
at the to"ns of Serezin, Remiremont, Contrexeville and Gerardmer. And on
the 12th,an object spewing a smoke trail and flying with a jerky motion was
\~Sible above Precy-sur·Thil.
195.
The French wave really got a good start, however, with the important
\'ernon "cigar."
Dr. J. Allen Hynek discribed the event at a scientific conference in 1960
"·hen he said: '
" ••• I feel reasonably certain that some stimulus existed in France -whether political, scientific, extra-terrestrial, meteorological, or
psychological --that in the space of two months generated several hundreds or reports, reports which show a definite thread of pattern.
"So, "'ith this preamble, let us travel to France, in the late surrnner,
1954. The surtain apparently went up on this fantastic show on August
23, at 1:00 a.m., 40 miles north-west of Paris, A businessman had just
put his ~ar away, and as he came out of the garage he was surprised to
see a pale light illuminating the town which had been in complete darkness a little while before. The night was completely clear and the
moon "as at last quarter, and hence was rising at about that time.
"Looking at the sky, he saw a huge, silent, motionless ltuninous mass,
apparently suspended above the north bank of the river some 300 yards
away. 'It looked,' he said, 'like a gigantic cigar standing on end. I
had been "atching this amazing spectacle for a couple of mintues when
suddenly from the bottom of the cigar came an object like a horizontal
disk, which dropped at first in free fall, then slowed, and suddenly
swayed and dived horizontally across the river toward me, becoming
very luminous. For a very short time I could see the disk full-face;
it was surrounded by a halo of brilliant light.'
"A few minutes after it had disappeared behind him, going southwest
at prodigious speed, a similar object came from the cigar and went
trough the same maneuvers. A third object, and then a fourth --and
finally a fifth detached itself from the cigar which was still motionless. This last disk dropped lower than the earlier ones, to the
.!
level of the new bridge, where it remained still for an instant, swaying slightly. At that time he could see very clearly its circular
form and its red luminosity --more intense at the center, fading out
at the edges --and the glowing halo surrounding it. After a few
second's pause, it wobbled like the first four, and took off like a
flash toward the north, Where it was lost in the distance as it gained altitude. During this time the luminosity of the cigar had faded,
and the gigantic object, which may have been 300 feet long, had sunk
into darkness. The spectacle had lasted about 3/4 of an hour.
''Unbeknown to him, this observer reportedly had witnesses. Two po-

* Jacques

Vallee invited me to lunch one day so we could discuss my UFO
history project. ~~en I said I would soon begin researching the 1954
French wave, he wished me luck since he had found that at the height
of the excitement, UFO reports in France were running 200 per day! My
account of the wave, therefore, will leave soMething to be desired.
---L. Gross.
·

,..
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licemen making their rounds at 10:00 a.m. also observed the phenomenon,
as had an army engineer southwest of the town of Vernon.
"The case was briefly described in the Paris newspaper Liberation.
Nothing more was done about it ... " 196.
Another "thing" at Dole, France.
Forty-five mintues after midnight, August 19th, in the Jura district of
France, something spectacular slowly coasted across the dark heavens. A
gogantic, dazzling blue, circular mass(compare with the August 11th Pacific
ocean case)moved under a veil of ci~ clouds, travelling on a southwest
course. Huch bigger than the Hoon which was also visible in the sky(which
was four days passed full), the phenomenon cast a strong light through the
apartJTient window of Hr. and Hrs. Pardon who lived in La Carondelet, Dole.
When the bedroom 1 it up with a powerful glare, the Pardons woke up and
rushed to the window to investigate. While the couple watched in amazement,
the phenomenon changed to a big white disc with a red-colored halo, and then
it changed position, assuming a vertical orientation, thus giving the impression it was the shape of a cigar. Both the man and his wife witnessing
the event felt the thing gave off a kind of buzzing noise as it moved by,
the UFO or whatever, eventually obscured by the rooftops after about 10
mintues . 197.
The Pacific again.:
"August 20, 1954: At Ulithi, or Urushi, ten degrees
degrees East longitude, in mid-north-Pacific, in the
a red light like a bar of heated steel, apparently a
an Am~ican Navy vessel. It appeared from the east,
due north towards Japan. Time: after sunset." 198.

North latitude, 140
Caroline archipelago,
foot long, was seen by
then travelled almost

August 22nd.
According to a Hammond, Indiana, newspaper:
"Two Cities Service refinery workers in East Chicago reported Saturday
sighting a mysterious half-moon shaped object in the sky, perhaps a
'flying saucer.' The two ... gentlemen, Walter Bedenek ... of Hamond,
and Edward Reil ... of East Chicago, who work in different parts of the
refinery, reported the sightings to company officials. Bedenek works
at the truck loading racks and Reil is a warehouseman.
"'The object, which appeared like a half-moon shape with something
projecting on the end or the middle, was just above the refinery,'
said Bedenek.
"'The thing 'just stood still' for a few seconds and then made
erratic darts in various directions, finally straight up and straight
down,' Bedenek said. The oilworker said the object appeared to be
about 2,500 to 3,000 feet in the air at the time it was over therefinery. Then, after about two minutes, it moved off to the south, toward Hammond's Hessville district.
"'As it was going away, it would speed up, then slow down, shoot
off to one side for a short distance, and appeared to keep turning,'
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"A Flying Saucer seen at Dole?"
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Bedenek declared. He said it appeared to go almost as fast as an airplane.
"'It didn't look anything like a balloon or an airplane,' Bedenek declared." 199.
"Pentagon scare."
The magazine Aviation Week reported on August 23, 1954 that the Pentagon
was much relieved when a 11 htte moon" sky search headed by Dr. Lincoln La
Paz identified two objects in orbit around the Earth, one ''moonlet" at 400
miles out and another at 600 miles, as natural bodies and not, as it was
feare4, Russian artifical satellites. ZOO.
Germany.

(See below)

Jacques Vallee wrote:"On August 23 a well-documented accotmt of a landThat
ing(took place) near Thonon(on the shore of Lake Geneva)." 201.
may be true but unfortunately the case data was not located in time to lnclude in this edition.
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French newspaper discusses a
flying saucer sighting in the
neighboring country of Switzerland.
Interest in "saucers" had yet
to be widespread in France. The
date of the clipping is August
24, 1954.

LA QUESTION DES «SOUCOUPES VOLANTES,
Les services officiels suisses ne s'en desinteressent pas
Notre eorre1pondanl d• Bcro•
irrif:

liOW

D y a quelques jours, I'• alerte a us
soucoupes volaole• • • ~U dooo",
une fou de p[ua, doos l'opioion pu·
blique. A Ia mf·iuillet deja, uoe puunte aurait vu, dans le ciel b~rnoi•.
holuer des disques clairs. :\lais sur·
tout, los journaux orrt anoonce qu"uo
employe de Ia ville de Zuricb, au
mihlaire orrider d'aviation, ayaot
oper~U UD de CU ll;I)'SI~rieUX engiDS.
aurait commp9-ique MS observations
au:r. au!oriltt, compelertles. a Beroe.
Aussit6t dei ins ae soot demand~
si. dans Jes bDrUUl offici Ph, Oil pre•
oait au ~rii!U'Jldc:es • visioos • et sl
l'on perdait du temp• i s'oe<=uper de
ce oou•eau • serpeld de mer • que
IODt Jes IOUCOllpes Oil Jes c:igaru voJoQ!s..

Eb bieo! oul. Drpuls plusie~ an•
uo!es. le r.l!rvice de l'avialioo et de
Ia dHense conlre uions au do!parle·
men\ redo!ral miU\aire recueille de Ia
documontalion et des observations,
constilut des dossiers, sownel le•
rails qu'on lui r•pporle il UD n.ameD
critique et rolieol ce qui lui parail

rourllir lei ehl:menlo d'ua )Woblwe
encore ron embrouiU~ et c:ompleu,
saas se proaoncer aur 1•une ou l'aulre du h)'l)Oibhes ~misea dej/1, par
des uprild fort ~uilibres, eo quete
d'uoe aGiutioa.
Que, daos biea deo eas U •'•slsae
err...:tivement de • visioo • ou d'hallucioation, oo en convient. A l'etraD•
ser, par uemple, II su£01 souvent
que quelqu'un a£firme avoir vu une
• !Oucnupe volacle • pour que se
mii'IUplieol les obserutioos. II raul
done &e moolrer ron prudeot, en
particulier lonque les h!moios ap.
puient leura dires de photograpbies.
C'ut Berne, justemeot, qui re~ut un
jnur Ia trh belle image d'un disque
ai!rieo holuaot au-dessw des deux
!olylheo. n s'aslssait d'uo. lrh habile
truquase qu'on eut beaucoup de
peine a dkeler. Mais OD y parviol et
Je rumiste OYOUL
Pourtanl, daDs les douiers, n ,. •
no ou deux rapport• auxquels oo ne
peut d'emblh l:'eruser du credit.
Leurs auteurs dooueat par leur ca•
racl~re et surtout par leur formatioo
professioooelle - II s'astt eo premier lieu d'avialeun; instruits eD m~
Worolosle et qui ne eonrondrocl pas
un ballon-sonde el un ensin volaot
- des saranlies surfinnleL
Done. pour l'ia.stant. on rst d•avil
que Ia question merlle d'etre suivie.

---

De fail, l'apparillon diunenl cons·
lato!e de • soucoupu • ou plus exactemenl de disque.; volanlt dans l'es•
' pace drteD ne bouleverseuit pas lu
n?,lic;>ns ac:tueolles de l'drodynamique.
L adee de lancer • travers l'espace
deo corps plus lourds que !'air en
rorme de lentllle ne date pas d'hier.
On l'a d~couverle en 1858, reprise
quoranle ans plu• lard par liD in~
naeur ilalicn, C•paua. qui proJ<tle
un • d~rtseable lenlirulaire •·
Entre les deu'< 11uerru mondtales,
UD lnS~RieUr rran~ah rail d'iDI~reo
sanfM u~rieoces au laborotoire
Etrrel <t cree un modAle r~uil de

double ooueoupe vobnte. ED 19:!g, Ia
Cornmiuioo pour lu ~tudes ai!ronau•
tiques en Amerique du Nord (Ia N.A.
C.A. comme on Ia desisne la·bnl ar•
rive A Ia ICtlnclusion, 10prl:s u ne serie
d'expo!riencea el d'essaiJ dans Ia
.aurrlerie. que le !Iuque au:r. races
conveua aerait uo c corps vola at •
ideal, II conditioo qu'oo. y adapte ua
proJ)ul...,ur.
O.P.

(Lire Ia a•dte eo 8me pa(l&)

. :

90.

.

Two Non-reg ian women- and the "spaceman."
Tuesday morning, August 24, 1954, Mr. Qidvar Larsen, the managing editor
of the Nordlands Folkeblad, received a telephone call from his ace reporter
Hans Almass Who had some sensational news to relate. It seems Almass had
heard a nunor that a couple of ~losjoen women; a Hiss Edith Jacobsen 24; and
her older sister, l·lrs. Aasta Solvang, 32; had encotmtered a ''man from
another world." Alamass had grow up in the town of Hosjoen, a small seaside community in Northern Norway where everyone knew everyone else. Alrnass
was no exception, he had known the two women in question since childhood and
could not believe they were capable of a hoax.
Fortified by that belief,
Almass was calling his boss to ask his blessing for an official investigation
of the fantastic story. The Folkeblad editor had the passing thought that
Alma.ss may have been spending too muCh time in a tavern, but he recalled that
Almass was a man with a solid reputation. Pemission was granted to pursue
the matter.
After giving his approval, Larsen felt he should do some checking of his
own so he phoned MOsjoen police headquarters. The police hadn't heard a
thing, so larsen starting calling everyone in Mosjoen with the last names
of "Solvang" and "Jacobsen,'' but again the result was negative. The editor
began to have serious doubts about the whole business,but then the Tvlosjoen
police phoned the Folkeblad office to say that the two women in the case
were at the station and during an interrogation had confirmed the so-called
"spaceman encotmter,'' even to small details. Larsen was satisfied with that
and printed the results of,Alma.ss' investigation in the afternoon edition of
the Folkeblad. 202.
The story attracted the attention of the newsservices which sent the news
··around the world. (See newsclipping)
The version in the Folkeblad is probably more detailed than newsstories
that appeared in other newspapers:
·~ sister and I had gone up into Oeydalen(a valley close to Mosjoen)
to pick raspberries, but we didn't find any, and instead we began to
pick blueberries near a marsh I knew of. At the time we went up into
the valley, we had been together with a male relative, but he left us,
and we didn't meet again until we were on our way home several hours
later.
"As my sister and I were busy picking blueberries, we suddenly noticed something that moved behind some bushes not far from us. I remember that I said:A sheep, I guess. But it was a man.
"It has been written in some newspapers that we got scared. That is
not true. The man who came out from behind the bushes looked very ordinary --like all other people, that is --and he smiled to us in an
open and ressuring way. He had a dark ,complexion, and his hair was
very long, but not down to his shoulders .... He had very nice teeth,
and he was of rather average stature. He seemed friendly and charming from the very first moment.
·~e was dressed in a tight-fitting suit. I could see neither buttons
nor zippers, but it was furnished with a broad belt. The shoes I did
not notice.
"He walked towards us and smiled, and stretched out his hand. I
smiled, back and stretched out out my hand, thinking of course that he
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was some man who happened to come arm.md and that he wanted to shake
hands, like people used to do. But instead of shaking it, he laid
the palm of his hand close to the palm of my hand so that they
touched, and then he withdrew it. Then he began to talk, but we
didn't understand a word. Neither did he understand me when I
tried to speak to him in English, German and French. I have been
asked if perhaps his language might be one of the East European
ones. I don't think so. I have heard Russian on the radio, and it
sounded rather staccato to my ears. The stranger's language was very
melodious, and it seemed as if it didn't consist of separate words,
but flowed freely like a smooth stream.
"By now it was quite obvious to the man that our conversation was
useless, and from one of his pockets he took something which looked
like a little mirror. It was greyish. Using a pencil, or something
like it, he drew some circles and showed them to us. He pointed at
one of the circles, then at us and then he lifted both arms indicating all of the surroundings, the marsh, the bushes, and so forth:
Then he pointed at himself and one of the other circles. 'Planet' is
a word which came to my mind much later. At the time it happened, I
simply didn't think of the fellow as 'peculiar' in any way. He was
just a stranger, that's all.
"The man made a sign that he wanted us to go with him. He turned
and began to walk, and nearby we came to a clearing where we saw an
object on the ground. To me it looked like two pot covers put together, rim-to-rim. It measured from six to nine feet across, and
was approximately five feet high. I am positive that the man
couldn't stand up inside it--he would have to sit down. As to the
color, I don't know how to describe it. It was kind of blue or
grey, I'm not sure.
"So far as I can rel'lember, it was at this moment that it dawned on
me for the first time that something very odd was happening to me
and my sister. We were standing quite close to the thing when the
man nodded and smiled, and then opened a hatch and boarded the craft.
The last we saw of him was his hand. He waved, and then he closed
the hatch behind him.
"The next minute the craft left the ground and smoothly ascended
some 40 to SO feet. The only sound we were able to hear was a humming or very soft buzz--absolutely no engine roar. At the same time,
the craft started to rotate around its axis at an increasing speed,
and then all of a sudden it rose straight upwards and disappeared.
The velocity was quite fantastic.' 1 203.
Guessing the truth became a national passtime. Norwegians took sides'Mith
the press helping the doubters by charging the women with being inspired by
George Adamski's &.!!!& Saucers Have Landed (Adamski's supposed Venusian was
discribed as havxng-rong ha1r anaciressea-in a close fitting ski-suit with
a wide belt). The women took offense, replying to the charge by saying they
had never read the book but had "discussed it like everyone else."*

*I have no information on a Norwegian edition, but Adamski's fly~ Saucers
Have Landed was published for the first time in 1954 in Frena\ and DUtCh.
--Loren Gross
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Norway's major newspaper, the Aftenposten, then produced what it believed
to be the denouement, blaming the exc1tement on a wayward American helicopter pilot named Bilie C. Fauret, however when contacted Fauret denied he had
ever flown near 1!osj oen. The ~!osj oen police were inclined to agree since no
one had reported a helicopter buzzing Oeydalen valley where the "spaceman"
l>as encountered. 204.
26 August 1954 at 1115l.
Shot skynard in a vertically climb.
A fellow hno claimed to be an engraver and minister, who lived in Danville,
Virginia, said he witnessed in broad daylight two mysterious "mac..liines" hovering northwest of h~ at an elevation of 30 degrees. If we can believe the
man, the objects were eliptical in shape with a dome on top, eight feet by 20
feet in size, and colored silver with an orange glow at either end which extended outkard 10 feet. When first sighted, the two objects were parked in
the air side by side. Shortly after being sighted, the two UFOs climbed
\'ertically at a terrific rate of speed Wltil out of sight, getting brighter
~nile gaining altitude.
205.
"Huge cigar over France."
According to a story in the London, England, Daily Hail;northwest of
'Paris, at a town named Evreux, three people spotteawhat they said was a
"huge cigar-like object" that had a "flying saucer linked to it in a
satellite-like fashion. 206.
August 27th. 8:30p.m.
The hand)~ for Carswell Construction Corporation, located in Boston
Creek, Ontario, Canada, a Bill Supa; -was dumbfoWlded when a circular-shaped
machine unlike any aircraft known to him set down about a mile and a half
away in a grassy area. Boldly, Supa ran toward the wingless body resting
on the ground, but before he got closer than 300 yards, the object flashed
skyward leaving behind some flattened vegetation and a high curious witness
who was puzzled by not detecting any indication of how the thing propelled
itself. 207.
"The case that does'nt exist."
Keyhoe charged that UFO censors often denied reports. As an example he related an Oklahoma City incident:
"At 8:30 P.H., on August 28, 1954, a formation of 15 flying saucers
approached Oklahoma City. Picked up by radar, the strange machines
were spotted from Tinker Air Force Base.
"Within seconds, by standing orders of the Air Defense Command, a
flight of jets was dispatched.
"Under AFR 200-Z, emergency teletype messages were flashed to ADC
Headquarters, to ATIC, and to the Pentagon.
"Ar the same time, warning alerts were phoned to Will Rogers Airport,
the Oklahoma State Police, and to GOC posts in a radius of 200 miles.
'~feanwhile, in precise triangular formation, the 15 saucers had raced
over the edge of the city. The jets, guns set to fire, hurtled after
them at full power. Abruptly the formatio- broke. Changing into a
semicircle, the saucers speeded up and vanished into the west.
"Immediately, additional alerts were flashed to western Air Filter
Centers. ~~en the Tinker Field pilots landed, after a fruitless
chase, they were bombarded with questions by a team of Intelligence
officers. Then the teletypes clattered again, with urgent follow-up
reports.
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"But though the sauce~ chase had been seen by hundreds in the city,
and the alert was confirMed by the State Police, Tinker Field officers
refused to admit the sighting. 208 .
. A check of Air Force RLUE BOOK files shows no such report from OklahOMa
City an~vhere near the date mentioned.
Likewise, in a letter to the Air
Force from a civilian ~0 investigative group,dated 16 July 1960, it was ,
asked 1f the Oklahoma City d~d indeed exist. 209. In repy, Colonel Philip
G. Evans of the Deputy for Science and Companents, wrote:" .•• this Center has
no record of UFO's sighted over Or~ahoma City during August 1954." 210.
Black ovals over the Atlantic.
Prince Christian is located on the south tip of Greenland. On August 29,
1954, at 141SZ, a pilot of a Dutch airliner enroute to Europe sighted a formation of large black oval shapes about two miles south of his position. Objects were in view for approximately 10 mintues. 2ll.
'
''Weird sky-borne juggernaut?"
Sgt. Durdle had to rub his eyes twice early in the 1110rning of August
30th, once to get the sleep out and a second time to made sure he wasn't
seeing things. The Royal Air Force enlisted man had just emerged from
his Nissen hut at·the North Bay air station when he caught sight of an
odd "flying body" zooming directly at hime, moving at a tremendous speed
just above the waters of Lake Nipissing. The soundless object was traveling so fast Durdle had only brief mstant to brace himself. At the last
moment the object pulled up sharply, giving Durdle a better look at the
UFO. According to Durdle:
"On top of the mystery was a circle--all the time, a brilliant
glow came from the center--and this top part had hanging down an
oblong sort of canister. From the center of the circle stuck up a
long cone, with, on its top, a globe rotating like hell and shooting out rays, like that rotating trademark which opens up on the
films of a Hollywood concern (he must mean the old RCA. stud!.o). It
illuminated something like a latticework of gleaming metal. As I
watched, I was startled to see the whole darned thing turn through
an angle of ninety degrees from the vertical to the horizontal. It
now looked entirely different?
"I could not now peek into the inside of the circle. That had
canted right over and looked hollow, with knife --or saw --edges.
The cone with the rotating light was now not horizontal, but vertical, and was revolving on its base, like the globle at the top.
And the glow emitted was enough to burn one's eyeballs out! On
part of the canister-side. there was a vertical slit of light, like
the loopholes you see in old castles, where they used to fire arrows! But I guess the thing was not for bows and arrows. Old
Robin Hood would sure have made tracks pronto, deep into Sherwood
Forest, had he seen it. The slit was in the side that was turned
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towards the circle that was attached to the canister." 212.
"Disintegated into a shower of sparks."
A Canadian policeman by the name of Grabovski believed he saw a "flying
saucer" near Kirland, Ontario, at 12:25 a.m. on August 31st. While he was
crusing in his patrolcar,the lawman spotted what he said was a soundless,
elliptical object moving slowly at an altitude of about 1,500 feet; giving
the impression it was following a railroad track in the area.
Shortly after spotting the object, Grabovski saw it suddenly "disintegated in a shower of sparks." Investigating the grot.md below the skyblast, Grabovski found no trace of anything t.musual.
There was a report that late that morning a pilot flying in the area
had seen something similar. 213.
Swarms of UFOs.
By the last days of August Europe was swarming with UFOs if we can believe reports from Villacoublay, Brittany,Anger, Amiens, Lyon, and the
Paris region of France; Munich and Berlin in Germany; Innsbruck in Austria;
~rieste in Italy; and Stone and Stafford in England; to name a few.
The visitation at Villacoublay on the 29th was seen and reported by
military and technical personnel stationed at the French air base located
in the vicinity. 214 .
. The English cases, Stafford and Stone, occurred on the last day of the
month. At 8:48p.m. on the 31st a resident of the town of Stafford, a t-fr.
Wilfrid Daniels, watched as a glistening yellow-red sphere flying past
Stafford in a northern direction in a horizonal path. The speed of the object evidently didn't impress Daniels because he said it was going slow,
pfrhaps five miles per hour.
Seven minutes later and a few miles north of the city of Stafford, three
young boys saw a dark-colored object flying over the viilage of Stone. They
said the object had the appearance of a ''Mexican hat," that is it had a
wavy edge and a somewhat pointed dome.
Moving away from Stone, according to the boys, the object turned toward
the village of Heaford but in a short time it stopped and hovered near the
chimmey of the local power station. One youth, Keith Billings, was convinced he was not watching any sort of airplane and so he raced in the
direction of Meaford on a borrowed bicycle. The UFO, in his estimation,
was too small to be an aircraft. 215.
"False saucer" excites France.
Things didn't really begin to boil over in France until the very end of
the month(the 31st) when a spark shedding meteor exploded in the sky at extreme altitude above Paris(8;20 p.m.). People in 20 departments of France
witnessed the show resulting in hundreds of reports being made to the newspapers.
UFOlogist Aime' ~lichel was satisfied with the meteor hypothesis since
there was no evidence to indicate otherwise, however the following afternoon(l2:SO p.~.)a group of six persons, watching military aircraft perform in the sky over Asnieres-les-Dijon, which is about five miles north
of Dijon, spotted a mysterious glowing body crossing the heavens east to
west at an altitude that exceeded that of the French airplanes. During its
quick pass~ge, the strange object changed color from red, to orange, and
then finally to silver.
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~lichel' s collaborator, Otarles Garreau, a Dijon resident, checked into
the incident and was puzzled over the speed. The thing seemed to be too
slow to be a meteor and too fast to be an airplane. 216.
Michel began to suspect something unusual was looming when he learned
that about six hours after the sighting near Dijon, witnesses in the Paris
region observed two orange-colored oval-shaped objects crossing the sky in
a side by side formation. He became aware of the sighting from two independent sources.
Just by chance a ~rrs. A. Fouquiau of Orly, noticed the speeding pair of
UFOs as they c~e out of the western sky, cannonballing eastward. Startled
and instantly convinced a rare event "-'aS in the making, Mrs. Fouquiau summoned her husband and young daughter to "come and see" the "chunky cigars."
Highly curious, the trio of witnesses kept watch after the UFOs passed out
out of sight and were rewarded when another object, a carbon copy of the
others, came into view on the same course.
This third object ~as evidently also witnessed by some people at the
to\~ of Chennvieres-les-Louvres a dozen miles away to the northeast, when
at 7: 30 p.m. a ''very long bright egg" zoomed overhead.
If the objects in question were "meteors," wondered Michel, how come
~rrs. Fouquiau had time to call her family to come and look at the objects?
217.
On August 31st Wilber Smith pondered why the ax fell on his Shirley Bay
experimental UFO detection station.
Off the record Smith expressed feelings he was being abandoned because of the lack of scientific results,plus
the effect of sensational contactee stories which had damaged the creiibi!ity of the L~O subject.
In response to the rejection by the Canadian government, Smith vowed to
continue his efforts somehow without government manpower and facilities. 218.
There is an odd nm10r that should be inserted about here. A quote taken
from the writings of Brian C. Cannon, Director, Canadian Aerial Phenomena
Reseach Organization, a 1960s group, contains about all that is kn~n for
sure:
" ... although the federal goveiTIJTlent dropped Project Magnet in 1954,
it was in this ;;arne year that then Defense ~linister Brooke Claxton
set aside a 1,000 square-mile tract of land at the Defence Research
Board,Suffield, Alta., for the sole purpose of enticing UFOs to land!"
219.
Fontes guesses right?
Did UFO activity occur in 26 month cycles? Dr. Olaves T. Fontes of Rio
de Janeiro thought so after a personal statistical study using what data he
could accumulate, not an easy task when one lived in South America and had
to serid away for English language literature. He assumed that the next big
wave of UFO activity would begin in August 1954 and would break out either
in Europe or South America. \\'hen August arrived, it appeared Dr. Fontes
had guessed correctly. Not only"~ there a lot of UFOs being reported in
Europe, but there was also a flap in South America while the U.S. was relativity quiet. Dr. Fontes was a medical doctor, quite capable of finding
the time and money to do UFO investigations of sightings in Latin America.
220. Fontes would later write:"! felt it was my duty to dedicate my spare
time to UFO research, at least until a true scientific research could be
initiated." 221.
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"Spinning at fantastic speed."
An Australian Ha,.J1er Sea Fury was flying at 5,000 feet over the town
of Goulburn, New South Wales, Australia, on August 31st when tl.·o "lmidentified flying bodies" zoomed by. The Fury 1 s pilot could only make out some
"vague shapes" carrying lights. The UFOs appeared to be "spinning at fantastic speed."
The radar at Nowra Naval Air Station picked up two unexplained targets
at the time which were believed to be the fast traveling UFOs seen by the
rnilitarr pilot. The sighting was deemed so sensitive it was classified
secret; 222.
James f..loseley locates the "mystery woman."
After several months of searching, James Moseley finally found the
mystery woman, a ·~~C that was suppose to have seen a picture of a captured flying saucer in storage at Wright Field, Ohio."
When located, the woman turned' out to be in her late thirties, a conservative dresser, and of a meek demeanor; not the type Hose ley felt
would tell a collossal lie.
''Miss Y"L1-bseley gave her that title to protect her privacy), informed
the UFO researcher what he had been told about the saucer story was incorrect in some of the details. She said she was not a member of the
military, instead she had been a civilian employee for the U.S. Army
Signal Corps, a teletype operator that processed classified messages at
an Anrry installation "near Wright Field,Ohio."
As for the "flying sauter photos," "f•fiss Y" related to Moseley that
sometime in August or September 1952, she couldn't recall exactly, she
., happened to be in that part of the Signal Corps building where the photographic lab was located, and by chance she entered the lab to see if her
friend, an Army photographer, had an aspirin for an headache. Her friend,
(Moseley calls him "Hr. Z"), had forgotten to lock the door while he was
developing some iPiportant pictures he had taken during a "special assignment." By accident ''Miss Y" got a look at a m.unber of prints that showed
what appeared to be a "flying saucer," and judging by a jeep parked next
to the craft, she guessed the machine was some 40 feet in diameter, a
smooth-surfaced, saucer-shaped, ship with no windows.
The woman's friend, "r.tr. Z," was concerned with the lapse of security
because the photos carried a "top classified designation," but since he
and '~liss Y' were good friends, we led to believe, he told her that a
flying saucer had come down just north of the Army installation and he
had been ordered to take pictures of the crash site.
'~1iss ~· said she did not think too much of the pictures at the time
since she assumed the circular machine was an American secret weapon, however, soon after she happened to handle classified teletype messages that
referred to the drrvmed saucer as an "interplanetary ship," and that the
machine was receiving a preliminary examination at Wright Field, having
been moved there by a heavily guarded truck.
She stated further that she learned much more about the situation by
reading other messages that came over the military teletype, one message
telling of a "Red and White" alert at Wright Field which was officially
a practice exercise,but it actually was a deliberate precaution taken because it was assumed there may be some way by which other flying saucers
could detect the presence of the captured saucer at Wright Field. '~liss
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Y" became nervous "hen she read the alert message, she said, because she
received the impression the military feared an attack by space aliens trying to recover the crashed saucer.
The woman came up "'ith even more information, taken either from ''1'-tr.Z,"
or teletype messages, which told of the crashed saucer's metal skin being
so tough scientists had great difficulty in gaining entry into the craft.
Details such as that suggested to 1-loseley the woman was repeating the
classic Frank Scully tale, although "Niss Y" departed from Scully's ideas
by saying the saucer at Wright Field was apparently a remote-control device with no small humanoids creatures aboard. When asked, ''1'-iiss Y'' insisted she had never read Frank Scully's book, Behind the Flying Saucers,
but she did provide a hint, without knowing it,"'""Slieiiiay weiT nad been l.Jlfluenced by the Variety Columnist when she said the captured saucer didn't
hit the ground with a violent impact. Instead, the saucer, she claimed,
floated to a gerttle landing due to a:" •.. lack of maganet ic power on which
they run." 223. She also mentioned she had heard vague rumors about
other saucers crashes that did involve "Little !-fen;" * 224.
Moseley and "Hr. Z."
Obtaining the man's name from "Hiss Y," Hose ley tracked down "Hr. Z,"
the Army photographer, locating him at a Signal Corps installation where
he was still pursuing a military career. The man agreed to talk to the
UFO research but unfortunately refused to confirm any of the sensational
remarks made by ''!>!iss Y," denying any knowledge of flying saucers except
for l>lhat he had read in the newspapers. The Signal Corps enlisted man
did not refut the woman's claim that she had been the night girl on the
teletype machine a~d that her joo would includP handing secret messages,
but he said such L~ormation would be in code and she did not have the
means to read any classified material. 225.
J'.loseley for the mOMent had reached a dead end. Nothing sensational
had been learned.

* There

may be a connection between this incident and the one back on
April 23, 1953 when the Air Force tried to track down the source of a
rumor that asserted crashed flying saucers were being kept on the premises of Wright Field. The rumor originated from an unidentified man
in Columbus, Ohio. See:UFOs ~History, 1953:Harch-July, pp.63-65-A.
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Mobilisation des astronomes
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