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''UFOs are the F1fth Horseman of the Apocalypse."
-Dr. Lincoln La Paz

DEDICATICN

This history series is dedicated to the memory of Francis
R. "Dick" Scobee of Cle Elum, Washington, Mission CO!TIIIander

of the space shuttle O!allenger and a "shirt tail" relative
on my t-fother' s side of the faiiiily.
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Alann! UFOs over ''Danger Area 343!"
When Gray Air Force Base, Texas, fon~arded a November liFO report to Higher
Headquarters, the document happened to make a reference to some other very interesting UFO activity in the same general area, a reference to: __ _
" ... sighting reports fthatJ emanate from Killeen Base, an organization
of the United States Army located immediately adjacent to this installation, and within the confines of Danger Area 343. All sightings were
made by members of a Military Police Company who are on duty on a roundthe-clock basis. Subject personnel were at first reluctant to report
the sightings and therefore some of those reported hereon occurred in
early October 1954. However, other than the single sighting of a balloon-like object[.See p. 18 of this bookleti, the action of the lUMinouslike objects have remained consistent on all sightings." *
Reading the aformentioned lines, one is immediately reminded of the mysterious flying lights seen in the vicinity of the ''Q'' area at Camp Hood, Texas, in
1949. The "Q" area implied nuclear weapon storage. Did "Danger Area 343" mean
fissionable material tmder guard?
Another curious aspect, of both the 1949 and 1954 incidents, was that such
UFO activity was independent of any local or national America'l. UFO flap.
A final remark might be made about the wording in the Air Force document
from Gray .~ that mentions the Killeen sightin~s. Although the words seem
to imply that Killeen reports were included in the case file, nothing more
about UFOs over Danger Area 343 can be located in BLUE BOOK records. Was this
information too sensitive to be released?

--

w Air Intelligence Information Report. by Capt. Cliance A. Magee. Headquarters, 400lst Air Base Squadron, Gray Air Force Base, Killeen, Texas. 24
November 54. Air Force BLUE BOOK Files.
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November 1st.
Madame Rosa and the "little men."
The 'astral adventures" shifted south from France, starting off the month
of November with one of the most amating tales yet, the highly distressing
encounter of Rosa Lotti nei Dainelli with some "strange creatures." various
accounts of this "Italian classic" can be found in UFO literature but no
doubt the best and most authoritative is Sergio Conti's which gives original
material from the local Italian press,plus information from follow-up interviews.
The story:
A 40-year-old peasant woman with four children. Mrs. Dainelli seemed an
unlikely person to be telling a fantastic lie. A simple wife of a farmer in
rual Italy, ~trs. Dainelli had set out at 6:30 a.m. on November 1st to visit
the church at the village of Cennina where she planned to place same carnations at the foot of the statue of the Madonna Pellegrine in celebration
of the Saint's feast day. Since she was going to church, ~trs. Dainelli
put on some of her best clothes, including a pair of new shoes. The way to
church, however, was along a dirt path so the woman carried her shoes and
stockings in her hands, planning to clean her feet at the house of a friend
once she arrived at her destination. The path to Cennina passed through an
area thick with shrubs and trees but ~trs. Dainelli knew the route well and
feared no surprises. Entering a clearing, the farm woman spotted a big
spindle-like object standing on end close to a cypress tree. She later said
the thing was: "A sort of double cone, over two meters high and about a meter
wide in the middle." 1. And another statement of hers mentioned:"The object was very swollen out in the middle and pointed at the ends. It seemed
to be covered with leather." 2. Also, a press report states:
·~e outside of it shone as though it was of very polished light
metal. On the lower cone there was an open glass door, and inside
it could be seen two little seats like those used by children. In
the central part of the spindle, where it was widest, there was a
sort of roundist glass, closely following the round shape of the
mysterious l'!achine. Rosa Lotti had heard no sound from it." 3.
Of course ~·1rS. Dainelli was puttled to find such an odd object way out in
the middle of nowhere, but her puzzlement became astonishment when two small
figures stepped out from behind the spindle to confront her. These figures,
she told the press, were:"Almst: like men, but of the site of children." 4.
The figures were not dwarfs since thier bodies were of the right proportions
for their one meter height. Their faces were human-like and had friendly
expressions. ~1oreover, the two "small men" were dressed in a grey-colored
material that covered them completely, even covering the feet, and the outfits included short cloaks. Of their general .appearance, Mrs. Dainelli remarked:" ... they were very fine looking even though rather old." S.
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Sh~ ~ ls<;> noticed that t~e two diminative creatures chatted continually in
an. As1an-llke language, usrng many short words beginning with "1," like loi,
la1, loe, etc. 6.
The "men" were very jovial and apparently eager to establish some sort
of communication, thus the non-threatening circumstances ena~led the farm
woman to study the "little men's" features, the eyes appearing very intelligent, the teeth short and thin like a rabbit's, but the ears ,.,ere
non-visible due to red-colored leather-like helmets. 7.0JFO expert Jacques
Vallee gives a detail from a press source I do not have that mentions a
sort of "convexity" in the center of the "Little men's" forehead. 8. -L.E. Gross)
Evidently unafraid of her, the wee guys grabbed the flowers and one~of
the stockings, looked at them for~ instant, and then tossed them into
the spindle as if they were collecting souvenirs(This seems hardly scientific if they were space visitors!) The ''man" that seemed the older of
the two then produced a small, brown-colored, round-shaped, box and pointed,it in Mrs. Dainelli's direction(Smile for the camera?). If the thing
was a weapon Mrs. Dainelli wasn't staying around to find out. She bolted.
Fear now seized her and she ran screaming across the fields to the office
of the Carabinieri. Word spread fast and a big crowd swarmed over the site
of the encounter. Nothing was found by search parties except for a large
hole in ground. Was the story true?
The parish priest, Father Don Guido Belardi, believed the woman who happened to be the pillar of his congregation. Likewise, people in the neighborhood thought well of the woman and felt she was telling the truth.
One explanation that might be advanced was that the episode was a hoax
with fictional people. According to French UFO debunkers Barthel and
Brucker, the Cennina case was a fabrication by a local newsman but as Dr.
Roberto Pinatti points out, such a charge was baseless since he, and others,
had met and questioned ~Irs. Dainelli. 9. The woman was a real person. (Her
picture appeared in Life magazine.) An investigation by the Italian Prato
UFO Study GroliP largely'"confirmed the story as it was originally told:-t'Fie
group Just""'iiiiiilaged to obtain a few new details and clearifications. Mrs.
Dainelli was still alive 18 years later and she recalled that day in November 1954 vividly. She told the Prato people that fear only came over her
as she fled the scene and that dUr1ng the encounter itself she maintained a
relative tranquillity which enabled her to make a careful observation of
the "little men." The upper lips on the "men'' were not unusual in outline
as reported by the press at the time, she said, but appeared normal,also the
faces of the small creatures were "well shaven." Horeover, she remarked
that the spindle was not "covered with leather" but was a color similar to
that of leather and had a dull luster. Other details corrected were minor:
the type of tree next to the spindle, whether the "men" took all the flowers,
and the color of the "box" wielded by the older "man." Finally, she insisted she never saw the spindle "vanish" or "take off" for the simple reason
she had turned her back and ran, never glancing even once over her shoulder.
Another UFO group, Le Courrier Inti;planetaire, established that Mrs.
Dainelli was known as a-stable and re 1able person by the village doctor.
What's more, the woman and her family were poor and nearly illiterate, having no books or radio sets in their home, nor had been to the movies (Mrs.
Dainelli had seen only film in her entire life). As a result of their investigation, the investigators doubted the story was a fantasy inspired by
science fiction. 10.
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Rosa Dainelli and her family.
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UFO buffs would have a hard time with this case if they chose to deal with
it as an example of"space explorers"'because it seems(we have to say it)the
actions of the "aliens" borders on the stupid! Instead it might be reasonable to ponder the possibility the woman had been the victim of an elaborate
prank, that a pair of orientals had dressed in costume and constructed a prop
"flying cigar" and set it up at a spot in an isolated location to scare an
tm.suspecting passerby. The problem with the prank theory is that there were
independent obsetvations of a strange aerial object in the area at the time
(6: 30 a.m.).
Stonemason Romualdo Berti, who lived across the valley in a house that had
a good view of the wooded area in question, swore he saw a "luminous cigar"
spurting flame rise vertically out of the trees and then ass~e a horizontal
position, afterwhich it zoomed away in the direction of Badia a Ruoti. And,
a htmter in the woods at the time later told the newspapers he had witnessed
the landing, at a distance, of a strange object at 6:30a.m. which would'put
it at the same moment as f.!rs. Dainelli 's enc01.mter. 11. Furthennore, it
seems a delivery man for a local florist, Andrea Livi, had been driving his
van near Bucine about 6:30 when he saw sanething in the sky coming from the
direction of Florence which he said resembled a "red cone" about 6 feet long
that left behind a reddish smoke trail. This "cone" flew out of sight in the
direction of Siene. 12.
While checking these accounts investigators came up with another interest·
ing bit of infonnation. They f01.md in the newspaper Giomale del Mattino a
story about two young boys, ages six and nine, who had seen saiiethliig while
they were doing some farm chores, getting up early on November l:st to care for
some pigs. The yomgsters said they had seen a woman talking with sane
strange little men. cne of the boys remembered scribbling something about
the incident in his elementary school composition book. The oldest boy, the
nine-year-old, said he ran to get his father to witness the encounter(It is
assumed the six year-old accompanied him as best he could. There is no reference to the actions of the yotmger child), but by the time he returned,
with his father in tow, both the woman and the little men lvere gone. 13.
November 1st. Near Pianacd, Italy. 11:45 p.m.
In the same region as the Hrs. Dainelli encounter, the time about mid·
night, a dazzling brilliance that had the power of an arc light, and of a
reddish color, appeared low in the sky speeding along horizontally. Racing
down a highway near the town of Pianacci, motorcyclist r.tarcello Pistocchi
spotted the glare and estimated that it was so bright:" ••• )'01' could have
seen a needle lying in the dust on the road." 14. Pianacci said the strong
light came from a point light source located midway from the outer edge of a
darker body which was oval in shape. Convinced he was witnessing something
startling, the motorcyclist yelled loud enough to wake up two fanners, one
named Giuliano Colcelli and the other Tosco Colcelli. The two farmers peek·
ed outside and saw the UFO which they said had a pair of Sl'laller lights on
each side of a oval mass in addition to the main light. Another witness, a
person that remained tmidentified, said the UFO was a spindle shape of two
truncated cones, base to base. There were numerous others who were attract·
ed by the powerful brilliance in the sky but saw nothing specific other than
that the source of the light seemed low in altitude. One exception was a re·
port from three men at the town of Paesetto. These men claimed they had
just left a night club a little before midnight when a light-blue globe
sailed into view, stopped for a moment in the sky, and then fell toward a
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hill, but before the glowing ball dropped very far, it rose and then raced
in the direction of ~1onte Beichi, changing color from blue to red in the
process. No sound was reported by any witness in any of the afonnentioned
cases. 15.
November 1st. La Coruna, Spain.
"Praying the rosary."

(About midnight)

Rafael Carollo Sabell and Juan Pardo of La Coruna got a phone call just
before midnight on November 1st frCIII their friend G. Rubinos Ramos. It
seems Ramos' car failed while he was driving the "CUrva del O>ispo ," or
as it is called in English, "Bishop's Bend," a stretch of road that connected Santiago and the town of Ordenness. Senor Ramos was thus stranded
so his friends set out to tow the disabled vehicle to La Coruna.
When Sabell and Pardo arrived at "Bishop's Bend," they found Ramos CQ}'Iering inside the car, terrified, and praying the rosary(Ramos came from a
very devout family with two of his brothers Jesuits). When questioned,
Sea serpent mourned.

(See newspaper clipping)
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Of Disks
By Prisc1l1a Buckley
PARIS; IU!;_A !lying saucer
tp1deauc has Frenchmen Jee-,
log men from Mars.
· The other evening In the
- Lorrame village of Walschled
a terrl.ll.ed band of youngsters
!stampeded homeward to report that the men from Mars
· bad landed to a vUiager's gar-,
den. Womenfolk dashed 1nto·
the church. hop1n1 for dlv1ne
anetuary.
~ .The men grabbed scythes,
•tlubs and the few available
'suns and marched agamst the
he aarden. There stood the
nvaders, half human sLZe,
eads elowmg, motionless.
Turned out they were blg-1
'~brysanthem~ the res1denti
bad covered w1th brilliant
>eloth aeamst the frosL
l :men the bil seale vlsita·
Uon from the outer reaches
;Jlogan. the .ll.ylng saueer was
1he standard model. S1nee then.
lt.miiious e1gan, try1ng pans, i
.cl1sks, melons ~nd even be lis
'have hurtled through the
French lklea In mereulne
a umbers.

W
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W1t.lun the week the nl·j
lagen of Momy (Basses-Pyrenees) took to the .ll.cld£ w1th!
makeshift weapons to deal!
'with a llylng saucer freshly!
arnved. They found a hollow!
pumplun w1th a candle bumlog m11de. ...
:
-Two-nights earlier a farm-er
In the Bordeaux area stopped
·to repair Ius car on a lonely
'roa4, and narrowly missed
. death when a res1dent mistook
,hlm lor· a celesl.lal Invader
fand llred both barrela ol bli
~otguu at bun.
:Ten days ago Gilbert Lelay
told his parents at Chateau- 1
briant that a htUe 1\larl.lan ·
:atepped from a llyiiig c1gar and I
.readlly gave him permission
Jlo look at It, but warned him
aot to touch 1L I ·Near Toulouse, a mechanic,
:Jean Marty, 43, 1nlormed
pqhce he saw an orange saucer
land near his home. It soon
zoomed away into the mght,
but Marty found two sheets
of paper on the ground, cov•'*d with crepUc mark1ngs
which none could deny aught
be MarUan literature.
· The weekly magazme ex·
press offered a reward of
10 million francs ($28,570) to
the first person bnng1ng a
real live Marl.lan to Its oifices.
The more scholarly newspaper Le Monde, lamentmg
the rash of llymg saucers,
IDOUmed In pnnt lor "the days
of our weU beloved sea ser·
penL •
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Ramos said a spherical glowing body about 18 feet in diameter had appeared
near the car and then flew away. According to Ramos his vehicle stalled
and his headlights went out while driving the Bend at approximately 10:40
p.m., and at that moment a the big reddish ball appeared and shortly there·
after rose up intn the air with a soft explosion. 16.
November 2nd. Nablus, Jordan. (no time known)
Emitting numerous lights "all around," an oblong saucer whizzed over the
city of Nablus, Jordan. No other details known. 17.
UFO over Dijon, France. (See newsclipping)
UFO over klstria. (See newsclipping)
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- November 2nd.

Cremona, Italy.

(6:00p.m.)

"Rubber head?"

Reports from Italy continued to be unusual. According to two students,
Pietro Alberini and Percile Sacchi, they were out hunting wh~n they ran into a "3-foot high little man" that had, in their words, a "rubber head" and
was COIUlected to a cylindrical object on his back by a flexible tube. The
"little man" produced a bluish cloud that screened him from further viewing. 18.
November 3rd. St. Louis, Missouri. (3:05 Zulu)
A U.S. Air Force teletype message reads:
"OBSERVER \'lAS WATQ-IIKJ A FLIGIIT OF B-47' S CN A SOlJIH WESTERLY CCURSE
OVER THE CITI OF ST UlJIS. A BCMBER AT THE REAR OF THE FORMATION
CAUGIIT A SHARP REFLECTION FR<N THE SUN WHIOI DREW THE ATTF.NTION OF
THE OBSERVER TO THIS PARTIOJI.AA. AIRCRA.Fl' AND ALSO CAUSING HIN TO LOOK
A LITTLE TO THE REAR OF THE AIRCRA.Fl' WHERE HE SP<JITED THIS OBJECT.
75 DB:;REES TO 80 DEGREES SSW. OBJECT FLEW A CCURSE OF EAST TO EST
IN A STRAIGIIT AND LEVEL ALTI1UDE. OBJECT SEFMED TO ROLL TO THE NORTH
DROPPINJ J:lOm AND VANISJ-UNG. 19.
Burlison, Texas.

(no time known)

A BLUE BOOK document states in another teletype message:
"28 DEffiiBER 1954 MRS.( ••• deleted) RESIDENI' OF BURLISON TEXAS NOTIFIED FORT WORTH RADIO STATION K.JJZ OF SIGI-ITit-Ki A UFOB ON THE NIGI-ITS
OF 3 N<MMBER 1954, 17 DECI:MBER, 19 DEffi.iBFR 1954, AND 20 DEffi1BER
1954. TI-US RADIO STATION IN TURN NariFIFD CARSWELL AIR FORCE BASE,
FORT WORTH, TEXAS.
"'Il-IE OBJECT UPON FIRST SIGI-ITINJ, 3 NOVI:MBER 1954, WAS DISCRIBED AS
DISC SHAPED, 7-14 FT IN DIAMETER, GMNG OFF A RED-ORANGE GLCM.
THE OBJECT LEFT A TRAIL OF WHITE SPARKS. NO Sa.JND WAS HEARD. THE
OBJECT WAS SIGHrED NORTHEAST OF THE RESIDENCE ON A 45 nl':GREE ANGLE.
THE OBJECT WAS IN SIGI-IT FOR ONLY A VERY FEW MINUTES AND THfl.! DISAPPFARED Willi A SUDDEN BURST OF SPEED." 20.
November 3rd. ~ Beth, Morocco. (7:00 a.m.)
A flat, circular, copper-colored, object was spotted flying over Morocco
following the course of the Beth River. A worker for the local newspaper
observed the strange object as it flipped in the air and then landed smoothly in a field nearby, touching down only for a moment and then shooting
skyward, climbing quickly. After gaining some a !tit· ', the object then
zoomed away horizonally. 21.
November 4th. Pontal , Brazil. (no known time)
"Devils ! "
It was dark and quiet along the Parde River in Brazil the evening of
November 4th. Jose Alves cast for fish at a isolated spot. Out of the east
came a very slight breeze. From the same direction there came a glowing
body, wobbling a bit as it sailed to a landing only a few yards from where
an amazed Alves was sitting. \'lhile the fisherman watched, the object hovered only six feet above the ground. In the presence of somethi~g uncanny,
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Alves was so fearful he found it difficult to move. The thing had a metallic
appearance and its shape was that of two washbowls, about 12 feet indiameter, placed rim to rim. Alves said he watched a trio of "little men" (3
feet tall) as they emerged from a port on the side of the ohject, the dwarfish figures having a darkish skin. The clothes the creatures wore were white
colored but .~ves offered no discription of their cut or style. Skull-caps
covered the heads of the UFO crew. Alves exclaimed to himself:"DEVllS, NO
MAN lOOKS LIKE 'Il!AT!"
The "little men" apparently were unaware they were being observed and went
about their business of collecting grass, leaves of trees, and a sample of
water from the Parde River by filling a bright metallic tube. The gathering
of bits of this and that was accomplished quickly, and when the job was done
the creatures climbed aboard their ship and flew away to parts unknown.
The astonished fishman rushed back to the Pontal township, and when h.e
arrived he was still feeling the effects of his experience. He trembled all
over which alarrred his neighbors. At first everyone thought Alves was drunk
or had gone crazy yet they knew he was a quiet family man l.ffio knew nothing
about "flying saucers," in fact when the subject was brought up after he related his experience, Alves remarked:"What it was I don't know, but I saw
it. Everybody laughs at me, but I saw what I saw." 22.
November 4th. Florence, Italy. (Southwest of the city) (6:00p.m.)
To the west of the village of Cenning where Mrs. Dainelli had her "little
men" encounter, is a region of low-lying hills crossed by a country lane
called Santa Margherita a Montici. At dusk(6:00 p.m.) November 4th a half
dozen people were walking home along the country lane. One of the party
was fresco painter Mario Romoli, a man who had hoped to see a "flying saucer" ever since the UFO flap in Europe had started back in October. Romoli
constantly carried a small telescope and a camera "just in case."
Suddenly two young boys in the group yelled in excitement about a strange
glowing dot in the sky that was approaching rapidly. Frantically P.omoli
ft..unbled with his equipment as a glowing body came out of the western sky,
racing by so quickly Romoli had to "shoot from the hip," snapping the shutter as fast as he could, five times, before losing his balance and falling
into a ditch. i'lhen developed, the pictures didn't show '!'l!lch and the few
seconds the object \•as in view did not give the witnesses a good look but
it seems the thing's general appearance was that of a round, yellow-colored
body flying at 1,300 feet. Also, a pair of intense beams of light were
seen, one beam directed forward and another directed downward. No exhaust
was noticed as the luminous body zoomed away to the east-southeast. 23.
November 4th. "Possible balloon sighting(?)"
A round white light the "size of a pea" appeared in the sky over El~ndorf
AFB, Alaska, on the evening of the 4th. It was the brighness of the light
that caught the attention of the observer \>ho watched it maneuver for some
20 minutes. An Air Intelligence Report states:
·~en first noticed, the object appeared to be descending toward the
base at an elevation of 45 degrees. The object was somewhat stable,
in a very sli~ht angle of descent and actually appeared to be moving
closer during this maneuver. Duration of descent l>as approximately
15 seconds. At elevation 45 degrees, the object made three horizontal
360 degree circles. During the first 360 degree, the object was very
bright and clear. During the second and third orbit it was not as
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bright as during the first, yet fairly clear. After the third 360
degree turn the object began climbing at a good steady rate, though
not rap1d. During ascent, the object made a backward horizontal
maneuver for a short distance, then continued the ascent coming to
rest at approximately 85 degrees." 24.
The Air Force report notes that no aircraft were known to be airborne in
the area at the time, nor was any expected to be. A number of balloons were
sent aloft at the local airbase as a matter of routine, but as the reports
states :"None of the balloons released coincide with the time of the reported
sighting." 25. Nonetheless, the file card on the case reads:"Possible balloon sighting." 26.
November 5th. La Roche en Brenil, France. (10:10 a.m.)
Some Frenchmen discovered an orange glowing object resting in a local pasture
giving off a hum. Three figures wearing dark colored coveralls were spotted
close to the mysterious craft. One of these strange figures was seen directing
a beam of light for some unknown reason, the beam being emitted from a sort of
box-like affair. The other two figures carried in their hands something the
witnesses were afraid were weapons so the Frenchmen ran away. As one Frenchman fled, he recalled experiencing a prickling sensation on his head.
An investigation of the incident discovered a circular area about nine feet
in diameter covered with an ash-like substance. 27.
People's nerves still on edge.
A mob in the French village of Troussey attacked a suspious figure believing
it a Martian. The figure turned out to be a farm laborer by the name of Alexandre Ronnejki who made the mistake of not not getting a haircut for some time.
The fate of the poor fellow was not mentioned
in press accounts, but in another case we know
there was an injury(See newsstory).
11ieJicf:rPeascint~
November 6th. New Castle AFB, Delaware.
Bags 'Martian';
(8:30p.m.)
Ear Is_. Trophy
.
Two U.S. Army Corporals forwarded the folJteutut
T AIN • L;HER MIT AGE,
lowing account to military headquarters:
France, Nov. 5. - The first
"Saturday evening on 6 Nov 54 at 8: 30
casualLy m a,... war between ,
French peasants and "Mar-l
p.m. CST while travelling to Wilmington,
ti.ans" was reported here today !
Delaware on Route 40 we sighted two uniA grape tucker nustook a
dentified objects. At the first sightfeUow worker for a v1s1tor
from outer space tn the dark·
ing I told Bob to pull over because the
last mght and attacked h1m so·
objects were definitely foriegn to ~e. I
savagely wtth a club that one
rolled the window down and watched the
~ar was torn off before the at·
taeker real11ed his m1slake.
objects cross the road slowly; the obIt was the latest In the serl~s
jects stopped and changed positions.
of "Martian ' incident(' ram·
pant throughout France" Sev·.
They were in a trail formation and
eral French peasants lla.;e· ·re·,
changed to side to side and they continported· seemg flymg saucers!
ued this way out of sight.
and spacemen land and a num·
'111e second sighting a few minutes later
ber o£ pttchforli:·Wieldmg peasants ha• e ambushed fellow
was when the objects(at a trail)flashed
countrymen
'
across our front going about 500 m.p.h.
Unttl last ntght etther thetr
atm had been bad or the Jn•
from the left to the right. They distended 'lcttm was able to
appeared behind a hill.
shout out 1n passable French
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"The third and final sighting was about two minutes later. The objects were hovering on our left. We stopped and got out of the car.
The objects were maneuvering slowly. They got very close to each other
and then moved across the highway. At this point we could hear and
feel a vibration from the objects. This was the closest the objects
came to us. They crossed the highway and stopped again and maneuvered. Then at a trail they made a wide arc and crossed the highway
again. One object slowed and the other (here the text is not clear)
normal speed, about 500 m.p.h. Then the object in the rear did a
fast 360 degree tum and a sharp climb over the highway where it shot
a beam of light down on the highway. The other object gained and the
t1·ro objects headed toward the Delaware Memorial_Bridge and out of
sight. The last sighting was the longest and took abo•Jt four minutes." 28.
The statement above was by witness Corp!'ral James W. Schmaue.
The other witness, Cpl. Robert G. Hoffman, wrote the foll0wing:
"Was proceeding on Hy 40 going to Wilmington. Had passed the Delaware State Line about 4 or 5 minutes to first sighting. ~e first
saw them coming from the left cross the highway and couldn't decide
what they were. We stopped and watched them from the car while they
went on to fade out of sight. This took, perhaps, a minute or two.
In this time they seemed to change positions, almost merging at
times. They appeared as a brilliant glow with a haze of light below
center and blue lights on the perimeter of this circle.
"At the second sighting which occurred a few minutes later, we saw
them seemingly stopped and hovering not too high, to our left. We
pulled off the road and stopped, then got out and watched from behind the car. They started moving on an arc, one behind the other
across the high,vay behind us, changing formation as they proceeded.
They circled arot.md to come back across the highway in front of us.
Then one stopped 'vhile the other shot up very fast, made a quick
turn, then came back over the highway. Directly over the highway
there a beam of light shot out from the object toward the ground.
It lasted for just an instant. The other followed at a trail and
they proceeded out of sight in the direction of the Delaware Hemorial Bridge. When they came across the highway behind us (At the time
of the third sighting)! heard what sounded like a drome and throb. I
could almost feel vibrations(or seemed to) in the grot.md." 29.
The BillE BOOK file card on this case shows a change in the "Corranents"
that, for once, increased the strangness index of a report, stating that an
investigation "only indicated" the objects in question were aircraft, not
that the objects were "proved" to be aircraft. (See BillE BOOK file_ card)
Upon reading the two statements, however, it would seem the men had seen a
"flyin'g saucer" or had made up the story, otherwise their eyesight would
make them too blind for military duty!
·November 6-7th. Rome, Italy.
Aerial fleets over the Eternal City?
Nothing appeared in the Italian press, possibly because editors were becoming blase about flying objects, but in the last analysis we have to rely
on the testimony of Dr. Alberto Perego who wrote that he \vitnessed a multitude
of white dots maneuvering above Italy's Capital on November 6-7, 1954. It
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should be noted, however, that Dr. Perego had seen a s i.milar phenomenon on
October 30th, something that was witnessed by many others and reported in
the press.
According to Dr. Perego, at 10:45 in the morning on the 6th, he saw some
"white dots" in the sky while walking in the 1\lscolano district of Rome. He
said others on the street were also looking skyward. Dr. Perego and a few
other peoole went to a rooftop where they had a better view.
In the notes he kept, Dr. Perego recorded his observations of up to a 100
or more "white dots" sweeping back and forth over Rome. He estimated speeds
as high as 1,400 km per hour and altitudes of between 7,000 to 8,000 meters,
but of course with no reference points(no clouds were mentioned)and no idea
of the size of the objects, such estimates were highly subjective. He did
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see that on occasion a short white trail would be visible trailing behind each
dot. The dots, or objects if one prefers, moved around singly, in pairs, in
threes, fours, sevens, twelves, and even larger groups. Often the UFOs were
flying in formation. Sometime the formation was a "V ," and at other times in
an "Indian file" or a "lozenge shape."
At noontime on the 6th two V-formations came out of the east and west, converging ·above downtown Rome to fom a giant "X." The 40 or more objects remained motionless in the "X" for about 60 seconds and then they came apart,
becoming two sepentine cruves. Meanwhile, another large group began to swarm
into view over another part of Rome, a massing of dots that first came to Dr.
Perego's attention as a big bluish shadow in the air. Peering at the darkness in the atmosphere, the professor could make out its cause, groups of objects(dots) ranging in number from four to twelve. Dr. Perego was astonished
by the aerial show and he asked h:i.Jtlself:" .•. to whom did thev belong?" 30.
At this point the Professor noticed the fall of a glistening substance~
some of which he grabbed and looked at closely, finding it be long thin strands
of material. Hours later the samples in his possession COI'Ipletely "evaporated... 31.
November 6th. England.
Although nothing apparently appeared in the Italian press about the sky
phenomenon over Rome, the newspaper Il Messtfiero published a notice that said
the British War Office was concerned-about e<fetection of mysterious squadrons of unidentified objects being picked up by RAF radar in the skies of England! 32.
November 6th. "COIII!Iittee to Welcome Martians." (See newsclipping)
November 6th. South Africa. "Extremely important."
A snippet from South Africa said that the South African Air Force would establish a research project to study UFO reports. The Air Chief called the UFO
problem:"extremely important." 33.
Trouble in Detroit.
The hotspot of UFO enthusiasm in America, The Detroit Flying Saucer Club,
continued to operate but it seemed to lack a sense of direction. Information
in FBI files provided by a self-appointed Bureau spy indicates that the DFSC
may have been losing steam, and it also tells us how a certain Hollywood film
had an impact on a developing American folklore.
According to the FBI informat, one of the top people of the DFSC announced
their resignation from the organization's Board of Directors on November 8th.
Laura Harxer let it be known:" ... she had too many outside interests and she
had to eat. She said she was going to show the movie The ~ The Earth Stood
Still around Michigan ... (and that)Adamski, in Califomla';"" was ner ~even:
iiOiiiitting his earthly faults." 34.
Elsewhere in the nation~ others were also busy. Meade Layne's Los Angeles
B.S.R.A. group publis~ed 'IQ~·c;_~in~.of the t?:!ardi~, a work that probably inspired a Dorothy Hart1on wno woufil rn turn rnUuence a Jrr. Charles Laughead.
And then there was the Stanford brothers'volumne Look Up! that appeared
late in the year.
-- Essentially the messages spread by these people,or or~anizations,were that
of "imoending social ct-:·....,r;e" and the idea that "science was inadequate."
Before a student of t~e UFO problem dismisses such infomation as unimportant,however,he should nonder the writings of Jacques Vallee who explores the
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possibility of political factors, as well as mysterious links to Intelligence agencies. 35.
November 5th. 40 miles southeast of San Juan, Puerto Rico. (2330Z)
According to military teletype:
" ..• UFOB WAS OBSERVED IN VICINI1Y OF HENRY BARRACKS P.R. APPROX 40
MILFS SE SAN JUAN, P.R. APPROX 183 DEGREES L 5 NOV 54. OBSERVERS
INCUJDE 3 CMLIANS, 1 MIUTARY. INFO CONCERNII'Ki UFOB INADEQUATE
TiiiS TIME FOR CCM>UANCE PAR 6, AFR 200-2 urn 26 AI.JG 53. INVESTIGATION OF S IGHI'II'Ki IN PR<XiRESS. SUBSEQUENT REPORT TO FOLLOV'." 36.
Later the following was sent:
" ... BASED ON INTERR~TION OF WITNESS WHO OISERVED UFOB AT LOCATION
DIFFERENT FRCM '!HAT INDICATED BY MSG DOI 187 7 NCJJ 54. !.DESCRIPTION
OF OBJECT: A. GIANT CL.AM SHELL. B. HEAD OF NICKEL. C. SILVER & GOLD.
D. ONE. E. N/A. G. I..Ol'l; & SILVERY FLAME TRAILING BE-fiND OBJECT. TAIL
APPEARED TO BE ONE AND A HALF TIMES HEAD OF NICKEL. H. NO SruNO. I.
ESTIMATED SPEED 2000 MPH. 2. COJRSE: A CJiANCE OBSERVATION. B. 2000
FT ABOVE (?) DEGREES C. 200 FT ABOOT 45 DEGREES FRQ1 OBSERVER. D.
STRAIGHT & FLAT TRAJECTORY. E. WEN!' INTO ~L CLaJD. ADDEARE!) VERY
BRIGHT. (words lD'lClear) SEND(?) TO DISAPPEAR SLOV'LY WITH LESS BRIGHfNESs."- 37.
November 7th.

Balti..roore, Haryland.

(5:08p.m.)

Mystery cylinder over Maryland.
At dusk on the 7th a professor and his wife spotted a sharply outlined
"thing'' in the sky in the bright twilight to their right about a mile away.
A statement put on file with BLUE BOOK read:
"As we were entering the city of Baltimore, Maryland, on Sl.Dlday,
November 7, 1954, at dusk, I happened to look out of the windshield
and seeing a bright object in the sky and called my husband's attention to it. Since he was driving the car, after taking a look, he
stoopped the car at the side of the road and we both got out and
watched a luminous cigar-shaped object make its way in the sky. From
a vertical position, the object slowly changed to a horizontal one
and continued to rove along in the sky in and out of a cloud formation. We watched it l.D'ltil it disappeared and we could no longer
see it." 38.

The husband's accol.D'lt on file was almost exactly the same.
was in sight for an estimated 1'1 minutes.
November 7th(?)

(date approximate)

The object

Grandvillard, Switzerland.

Elements of the Swiss Army reported a disc-like body motionless in the
sky while troop maneuvers were being conducted in the southwestern part of
the country. About 300 soldiers were said to have seen the UFO which displayed a red glow over its silvery surface as it hovered at an estimated
10,000 feet. 39.
November 7th.
~rore

on

Rome, Italy.

(Sunday, late morning)

Dr. Perego's adventures.

Concerned about the mysterious aerial "dots" and the fact that the morning editions of the newspapers carried nothing about the sweeps over the

./
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Capital the previous afternoon, Dr. Perego sought advice from a friend in the
government. Having once been appointed Olarge' d' Affairs for Siam, Dr.
Perego had befriended Ambassador Magistrati who at that time held the position
of Director of the Political Affairs Department of the University of Foreign
Affairs. Ambassador ~iagistrai welcomed Dr. Perego to his office and showed an
eagerness to help but expressed ignorance of any UFO reports being received at
his desk, furthermore a few phone calls to other officials in other depart·
ments determined that none of the government people had been at work on the
day of the UFO sky show since it had been Sunday.
Drawing a blank with his attempt to learn something from any government
source, Dr. Perego returned to his observation post on a rooftop, the same one
he had used the day before. At ll: 30 a.m. he arrived on station and was rewarded with more sightings of UFO sky fleet activity, some 2~ hours worth.
The number of lvhite dots this time never exceeded SO, or about half the
number counted earlier. The number of dots in any one formation also was·
less, with a maxium of twelve. Dr. Perego took note of the fact that the
formations were now mostly in diamond or lozenge shapes made up of four dots,
and V-formations made up of seven dots.
During the 2~ hours of observation, Dr. Perego counted five different
"massing" of dots over different sections of Rome. This peculiar series of
"massing," or "groupings" always followed the same pattern with squadrons of
dots approaching the city from different directions and then converging at an
area in the sky screened by a strange bluish haze, and then the dots would
race back to the countryside in "Indian file." The process would then be repeated after the dots were absence for some time.
More "angel hair" was reported on this afternoon. 40.
November 7th. ~fonte Orobene(Sardinia) (3:15p.m.)
On the big Italian island of Sardinia a flying saucer was said to have
touch down next to a road stopping traffic. A motorcyclist named Camabosu
suffered a grazed forearm as he jerked his machine around in surprise, and a
taxi driver by the name of Franceso Tanda braked to a stop and tried to approach the saucer on foot but as he drew near, the object zoomed skyward. A
low whistle was heard as the craft left the area. Witnesses said the craft
had a "turret top" and a port on the side. The police station at t-.'ucro, Sardinia, received a report on the incident which placed the "landing" at a site
on the slopes of I-tt. Ortowene. 41.
November 8th . Bethurum packs them in.
Back in the States the contactee movement was still going strong. Truman
Bethurum kept packing them in on the lecture circuit although he never was
as impressive as George Adamski(See ad). As historian Dr. David M. Jacobs
observed, during these years contactees were "media events." Although fellows
like Bethurum would become relics of the 50s, the Redondoan Beach construction worker did enjoy the spotlight for a moment MUch later, in 1969, when:
"Edward U. Condon used nearly two pages of his Condon report to prove that
Clarion could not possibly exist. For Condon, Clarion was evidence of the
gullibility of UFO 'believers."' 42.
General Pezzi of the Italian Air Force.
Dr. Perego went to call on the ~!inistry of Defense, General Pezzi, to
further his inquiry. His reception by the General, Dr. Perego said, was
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"very courteous," nonetheless the Defense Olief professed complete ignorance
of anything unknown flying over the Capital, and after a brief pursal of notes
notes on the aerial phenomenon brought along by his visitor, he made a promise
the information would be studied. 43.
November 8th. Voussac, France. (6:00p.m.)
Trace left behind?
When reliable people told authorities a luminous sphere came down to a
landing in Vacheresse Forest 6:00 p.m. on the 8th, it was decided by the same
authorities to check out the story the following day. No one saw the object
depart but witnesses did say the big ball "went dark'' after landing. Searching the area the next afternoon, investigators found the ground carpeted with
leaves, a normal condition, but there was an area of about dozen feet across
that was strangely clear of any tree debris. The soil was disturbed in the
cleared area. No mention was made of the shape of the supposed trace area.
44.
November Bth. La Tessoualle, France. (twilight)
A 12-foot-high cone, blue in color, apparently killed the engine of Andre
Olaillou' s motorcycle. The bike's electrical system failed at the approach of
the object at a place near Tessoualle, France. Besides trouble with the bike,
Chaillou himself felt something effect him, a prickling feeling accompanied by
an inability to move or speak. The blue light went off and the Frenchman regained his strength. The UFO then came back into view, about 200 yards away,
rising straight up and then shooting away horizontally on a northern course.
During the thing's departure, the UFO emitted a low whistling sound. 45.
November 9th. Wilcarnnia, Australia. (no time knwon)
An object that had the appearance of an inverted teacup on an inverted
saucer, sped over the outback near Wilcannia, Australia. An employee at
a sheep station said the thing flew by at an altitude of only SOO feet and
made a "terrible noise." The station hand said he took three photographs.
The quality and fate of the picture is not known. 46.
November 9th. Bois-De-Villers, Belguim. (evening)
The egg that screamed.
As Fernand Lassire drove up to his rural home outside of Bois-De-Villers,
he was frighten by a six foot high egg-shaped object that dropped down out of
the sky and landed in a nearby pasture. The thing emitted a blinding light
and sounds that resembled screams. No mention was made of what happened to
the object after the screams. 47.
November 1Oth.
The persistent professor draws another blank.
In yet another attempt to get Italian authorities take the reports of UFOs
over Rome seriously, Dr. Per£lgo met with the Principal Secretary of Foreign
Affairs who, after hearing the professor's story, wondered why the military
did not know anything about it. 48. The professor made up his mind to check
again with the Air Force.
November 11th.
Dr. Perego confers with General de Vincenti.

20
On the 11th Dr. perego met with the Commander-in-Ode£ of the Italian Air
'Defense, General de Vincenti, 'Who explained to the professor that military
radar in the region of Rome was very limited in its capabilities and often
was shut down. The aerial fleets appearances over the Capital, Dr. Perego
realized, would never be picked up with the instruments being used even if
they were in operation, and no radar sites were on line at the time according to what he had learned from the Air Defense Chief. 49.
November 12th. More over Rane.
New sightings of UFOs over Rome on the 12th encouraged Dr. Perego to
alert General de Vincenti :i.rmnediately. The General said he had requested
the establishment of some visual observation posts. The Italian military,
however, either saw nothing or refused to share any sighting infonnation
with Dr. Perego because the professor heard nothing more abottt this supposed military effort. SO.
November 13th. Buchy, France. (3:30 a.m.)
Resting on the ground next to the intersection of Routes NZ8 and N319 at
Rouen, France, was a luninous object that gave off flickering green-white
rays of light. A motorist with the initals "R.L. ," had trouble with his
car's electric system as his vehicle passed the UFO. Although the engine
missed a lot, it did not completely fail. The driver experienced paralysis
and a prickling sensation. 51.
November 13th. Buenos Aires, Argentina. (no time known)
On this day numerous UFO sightings were made at Argentina's Capital,with
"unusual" objects reported in the sky. One witness said a silver disc flew
overhead and that it was pursued by a blue star-like point of light. 52.
November 13th. Grandvillard, Argentina. (no time known)
Shoot it· down?
What may have been a rare opportunity occurred near the city of Grandvillard where some units of the Argentina Air Defense force was in training. When a strange aerial object came into view, however, the military men
abandoned nonnal procedures in the operation of their anti-aircraft weapons
and simply scrambled to get the best viewing spot as the UFO passed overhead. At least 300 men observed the object sail by. The press quoted one
of the members of the anti-aircraft pnit as saying:
"The object was flying at an approximate altitude of nine thousand
feet, but when he saw it, it was hovering, which made us at first
conclude that it was a balloon. However, all of a sudden, it began
to fly southward at great speed and disappeared into the clouds." 53.
November 14th. Isola, Italy. (afternoon)
•'Rabbit-stealing dwarfs."
Certainly one of the oddest reports of this period came from an Italian
farmer who had property in the country near Isola, which places it in the
Spezia region. Similar to other stories, Americo Lorenzini happened to be
in the vicinity when a strange, cigar-shaped, machine came in for a landing.
Peering out from a hiding place, Lorenzini saw a trio of dwarf-sized figures
dressed in diving suit-like costumes step out of the craft. Here, however,
the usual story changes. Instead of picking leaves or wandering about, the
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"little men"' went over to Lorenzini's rabbit cages and stared at the animals
while speaking to each other in a language that was just strange noises to
their human eavesdropper.
Fearing he was about to be the victim of rabbit-nappers, Lorenzini moved
as quickly as he could to his house and returned with a loaded gtul. If need
be, he was prepared to use force to protect his rabbit hutches, spacemen or
no spacemen,
Sure enough the "little men" grabbed some of the furry critters and fled to their:craft. The ;armer moved to pull the trigger but all
at once he felt paralyzed, his hands no longer strong enough to grip the
shotgun. The weapon slipped to the ground and Lorenzini, unable to move,
watched helplessly as the thieves sped away in their ship. Silently the
craft flew away, spewing a bright trail. As the craft grew smaller in the
sky, Lorenzini's muscles came back to life and the farmer fumbled with the
shotgun, getting off a few wild shots. 54.
November 14th.

Alavieska, Finland.

"Cow UFO."
The UFO wave of 1954 had long since moved south aut of Scandinavia but a
shoemaker at the town of Alavieska still ~anaged to pull ~ff a hoax at the
expense of his neighbors. He spread the word a UFO had landed. Mien police
investigated, they found a flashlight tied to a cow. 55.
November 14th.

Forli, Italy.

A report to remember. Diesel vs. internal combustion.
In many ways the next case is run-of-the-mill except for one important
aspect. \~ile operating their tractors near Forli, Italy, two Italian farm
workers saw a bright red object fly into view, coming so close the drivers
leaped from their machines in fear, leaving the tractors still running.
After the the UFO left the area, the drivers returned and found the one
tractor with the diesel engine still humming but the internal combustion
system in the other tractor had quit working. 56.
Experts that have examined this case point out that the internal Combustion engine relies on an electrical ignition system to function, while
the diesel design does not, a fact that offers interesting evidence to suggest what seemed obvious:UFOs can have an effect on electrical current.
November 14th.

Curitiba, Brazil.

(3:30 a.m.)

In the dead of the night a railroad worker came across three figures
dressed in tight-fitting luminous suits checking the ground next to the
railroad tracks. When they became aware they had been discovered, the odd
figures made their escape in a fast moving, oval-shaped, craft. 57.
November 14th. Frederick, Maryland. (See BUJE BOOK file card)
November 14th. Killeen, Texas. (1726 Zulu)
'''Mystery balloon."
A strange, dark brm.n, sphere the size of a wash tub silently dropped
out of the daytime sky over "Danger krea 343" at Gray AFB, Texas. Three
military policemen on duty at the time observed the object. They were: 1st
Lt. David C. Brown, Pfc. \'lilliam E. Jones Jr., and Cpl. Andrew D. Turek.
Lt. Brown filed a report.
According to Lt. Brown, he was on security guard and was standing in a
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doorway when he first saw "it." A balloon was his initial thought as he peered at the dark, ball-like, body as it came out of the heavens from a point 45
degrees above the horizon, heading southwest. Although low-hanging clouds
blocked out the si.D'l, the weather was not a factor with surface winds an estim·
ated 10 knots. After dropping to a distance from the observers of about ~
mile, the mystery "balloon" suddenly shot up vertically to about 75 to 80 de·
grees above the horizontal plane, and then it streaked away horizontally. The
object was in sight for approximately 2~ minutes. The investigation-report
states:"ll>server discredits possibility of object being a balloon and being
p1.Dlctured upon contact with the earth." 58.
Furthermore, according to the BUJE BOOK document:
"The preparing officer advanced the theory that the balloon-like ob-·
ject might be a weather balloon released from another area. The sight·
er was shown a weather balloon and he stated the colors were not similar. He stated further that the object disappeared so fast that it
diminished in size from that of a wash tub to a mere speck in approximately one minute. The existing winds would not provide propulsion of
that velocity." 59.
November 15th. -"Comnunist Mongol pilots?''
Things were quiet on this day. No reports in UFO literature mention this
date.
About this time Italy's Dr. Perego talked to two astronomers. One of
them, professor Cimmino of the Monte Mario ll>servatory, confessed that some
very odd things had been occurring in Rome's skies duri_ng the previous 72
hours but he refused to elaborate.
Dr. Perego then pair a visit to the Vatican Observatory outside Rome at
Castel Gandolfo. There Father Zilwes, Director of the Specola Vaticana, re·
cieved Dr. Perego very politely and surprised the professor by revealing the
fact that a Brazilian priest-astronomer on duty at 11:00 in the morning of
November 12th had noticed strange objects in the sky, objects that were at
low altitude and moved at a terrific velocity. The objects made no s01.D'ld.
Dr. Perego was relieved to hear about this confirmation of something in the
sky however limited.
Father Zilwes refused to entertain conversations about the possibility of
extraterrestrial aviation." Instead Father Zilwes suggested that the sight·
ings may be caused by a fleet of "teleguided" devices operated by one of the
great powers like the U.S. or Russian.
At this time Dr. Perego was 1.D'lconvinced of alien visitations(it would
take another two years) and he felt that perhaps the good Father was right.
Dr. Perego thought that perhaps that the "little men" being reported were
possibily Comunist pilots of short stature of Asian ancestory! 60.
November 16th.
The debate rages.
French aviation expert Gabriel Voisin proclaimed:"Cbviously a great many
witnesses must be dismissed, but the sum total of the sightings leaves no
vestige of doubt: what we call 'saucers' exist." 61.
Famed French automotive engineer Grego~e sole explanation to logically account for certain of the phenomena which are established by radar or
photographically, is that they are interplanetary in origin." 62.
An unnamed authority employed at the Paris ll>servatory sna;med:"Permit me
to laugh! The whole business is a gigantic farce. No doubt these observe!'s
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are honest but they have seen nothing but elementary phenomena: meteors, or
globular lightning, or a weather balloon catching the last rays of the stm."

63.

I

An unnamed French astronomer offered an explanation to the Committee of
Sciences of Radiodiffusion that: " ... relegates the saucers to the level of
simple luminous phenanena." 64. He insisted that people were being fooled
because:" .•. fear of espionage, or of an invasion by Martians, sufficed to
create in the average brain a false COIUlection which reason was powerless to
expel." 65.
The head of information Services for the French Department of National
Meteorolgy stated:
'
"There are certain phenomena which, due to their movement, their
coloration, and the extent of their duration, meteorolgy cannot
satisfactorily explain. We do not think that flying saucers can be
either balloon or globular lightning." 66.
That the Paris Observatory was a bastion of resistence to UFOs was something believers sneered at, because it was that same institution that had denied the existence of meteorities in spite of the testimony of French peasants
.only to have to change its position later. Back then it was a clique of ptmdits against 300 eyewitnesses of the of the village of Landes, including the
Mayor, in a debate over whether "rocks could fall from the sky."
''Heuyer' s hysteria."
It was a professor Georges Heuyer, a psychiatist, who led the opposition
against UFOs by the scientific conmunity, formally reading his thesis on ''l-fass
Hysteria" to the French Academy of Hedicine on Ndll'ember 16, 1954. Professor
Heuyer blasting the so-called flying saucers as coming:" •.. from no one knows
where; an illusion both false in itself and in its interpretation but spread
by all the vast resources of modern COO'G111mications." 67.
In the opinion of Ernesto Thayaht, founder and director of the Centro Independente Raccolta Notizie Ossercazioni Spaziali, Italian ast~omers were not
any better judges of the mystery than their French colleagues:
"In O:tober and November, 1954, the sightings of UFOs were very ntll'lerous all over Italy, Sicily and Sardinia; the newspapers were full of
articles discussing this 'collective psychosis'(as it was called!) but
the facts were not taken into serious consideration by a single Observatory. People were told that they were having visions." 68.
"Sky dragons." Mid Africa.
If UFCis were just some kind of ''mass hysteria," suppositively among Europeans saturated with science fiction and/or war fears, why the following?
Donald Keyhoe learned:" .•. from Ethiopia( east Africa) came a report that
peop'le in scores of villages had been frighten by the 'sky dragons. '" 69.
November 17th. England.

SIX TIMES STRANGE SIGHTS IN SKY BAFFLE WAR OFFICE
-banner headline. London Stmday Disp~.
The Disp~ story read:
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L'Academie des Sciences!
se penche

sur Ia < psychosa des soucoupes vofantes ~
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·~ar operators over a large part of Britian are watching their
screens closely for the next appearance of a mystery formation in
the sky which has the defence experts baffled. Six times in the
past few weeks a strange pattern of dots --the radar men call them
'blips' --have been plotted on their screens, moving east to west.
Neither the War Office which controls inland radar, nor the Air
t-1inistry can say what these 'blips' represent . A careful check has
shown that they have not been caused by any identifiable aircraft."
70.
Furthermore:
''They appear from nowhere, usually about midday, flying at a
height of 12,000 feet in an east-to-west direction. First seen
by a civilian radar scientist, they have since then been plotted
by all the radar sites in the area. They have been seen roth on
fine and cloudy mornings, and always in the same fonns.
"We cannot say what they are. They first appear in a 'U,' or
badly shaped hairpin, fonnation. After a time they converge into
two parallel lines and then take up a 'Z' formation before disappearing. They are invisible to the human eye ••. " 71.
The British War Office continued:
"On the radar screen they appear as lots and lots of dots fonned
by between forty and fifty echoes. They cover an area in the sky
miles long and miles wide. Every time they have been seen they
have followed the same pattern. It was always arOund midday. We
have checked and found that our sets were not faulty. We are still
maintaining a watch. All our sets have picked them up." 72.
Moreover:
"There are many objects, such_~ meteorological balloons, experi~ental aircraft, carr1er pigeons with metal rings on their legs,
even toy kites, which could fonn an image on a radar screen. There
are also many natural phenomena, such as electrical stonns, lightning, and meteori ties, which puzzle the operator." 73.
''Utmost secrecy."
A Sundav ~atch reporter questioned an unnamed War Office spokesman
who aff1rmea rumors his government department was receiving very high-level
orders to maintain the utmost secrecy:"And even if I did know what they
are. I am too worried myself to say anything." 74.
November 18th. Camberwell, England. (11:00 p.m.)
"Flying grape fruit •"
ll'itnesses said a "flying grape fruit," like an orange ball, emitted smoke
while it passed over the town of Camberwell on a southern heading. 75.
"Flying Saucer Service Ltd."
A Scottish newspaper informed its readers:
"A new company has been fonned, with a capital of 100 pounds, to
receive, collect, and disseminate information concerning phenomena
now known as flying saucers or unidentified flying objects.

/
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"One of the men behind the company is a Scot, publisher Ian Girvan,
whose family comes from Girvan, Ayrshire, and who lives near London.
"Also behind the company is writer Desmond Leslie who was co-author
with ~1r. George Adamski of the best seller called Flving Saucers Have
Landed.
:.=..t"ihe new CO!IIPany will be called 1 Flying Saucer Service Ltd. , 1 and
will issue a quarterly technical magazine edited by an aviation
writer." 76.
UFOs, automatic writing, and cataclysms.
The supposed contact with flying saucers by automatic writing claimed by
a Miss Frances Swan of Maine in 1954 ran its course from A,lJril to July, and
then, in August, another woman stepped forward to claim communication with
aliens by pen, a certain ~irs. Dorothy ~1artin of oak Park, Illinois.
.
We may have never known about Hiss Swan if she hadn't attracted a noteworthy believer, Rear Admiral H.B. Knowles, and surely the Slll'le would be
true for the Illinois woman if she had not received backing from a Dr.
Charles Laughead of East Lansing, Michigan. Dr. Laughead took the assertions
made by Hrs. Martin as the truth and wrote urgent letters to .Americans editors
and publishers in an attempt to get recognition of the supposed "messages from
space." The professor composed some literature on the subject that caught the
attention of the Detroit Flying Saucer Club. The prediction of a vast diaster
on December 21st fasinated the club membership. 77.
November 19th. CSI New York.
As the Civilian Saucer Investigations, Los Angeles, faded from the UFO
scene; the group with the similar-sotmding name based in New York, Civilian
Saucer Intelligence, started.to roll, increasing dues and electing new officers:
President: James Moseley; Vice President: Harold Ox:enkrug; Secretary-Treasurer
and Long Island Representative: Marty Meyerson; ~lanhattan Representative: Yeaman
Condict; and New Jersey Representative: Ted Bloecher.
''Terrestrial saucers."
The persistence rumor that "saucers" were from a terrestrial source, particularly of a WW II German design, was given some more publicity on November
19, 1954, when a former Peenemtmde scientist, Hermann Klein, who lived in the
city of Zurich, Switzerland; told the press the Luftwaffe had experimented
with a "saucer airfoil" in 1942 when a jet-propelled craft with a central
stabilizer was suppose to have been flown from Stettin on the Baltic coast to
the Artie island or Spitzbergen. Klein named three others that were involved
in the development of a "pilotless, tele-guided disc." These three men were:
Rudolph Schriever,* Miethe, and an Italian named Belonzo(Belonzo died in 1952
and Schriever in 1953. Miethe was still alive and living in the U.S.) 78.
A,few days after professor Heuyer's speech.
For French UFO investigator Aime ~Iichel, a serious specialist whose comments about the aerial mystery appeared in the press almost daily, the only
real psychosis about UFOs was that of skepticism and ridicule. Hichel had a
lot of trouble entertaining professor Heuyer' s "sauceritis" diagnosis that the
French people were suffering from a strange new form of schizophrenia, especially after the "Lille fiasco."
*Schriever is discussed in my booklet: UFO!!_: .~ His!~ 19 50, ~ril-Ju!y.
pp.23-24.
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Michel's lecture at Lille.
So sure were some professors at the Catholic University of Lille that the
public would flock to a UFO lecture, they asked Aime Hichel to speak at a
school fund raiser. The professors advertized in the press and the radio,
and expecting a large crowd they rented the biggest movie house in town to
accommodate the hoped for flood of the curious(a half million people lived
in the greater Lille area), but only a "few dozen" were in the audience when
the curtain went up. Most of those in attendance had seen and reported
something in the sky, but as Hichel discovered these witnesses were ashal'!ed
of going public. This fiasco of a lecture, in ~lichel' s opinion, hardly
proved that a "psychosis" was sweeping France. 79.
November 20th. Nothing of consequence.
November 21st. "Golden orbs."
Testimony that supported the possibility that "UFO fleets" over Britain
were more than "radar ghosts" came from four people in the town of Teigrunouth
in Devon. It seems that in a perfectly clear daytime sky 20 "golden orbs"
in a perfect fomation raced southward over the Devon countryside. The "orbs"
were seen and reported by a Mrs. V.E. Porkett and other urmarned persons. 80.
November 21st.

Paraiba River, Brazil.

(night)

Panic in the skies.
On the 21st Donald Keyhoe got a phone call from his friend Robert J. Stirling,
Washington Director of the United Press Weekly Radio Roundup and UP feature
writer. Stirling said excitedly:"Don a terrific saucer report just carne in."
As Keyhoe listened to the newsman tell the story over the phone, he felt he
could understand Brazil's recent official concern over the UFO problem. 81.
The Brazilian report.
From the ground perhaps they looked like the white dots recently seen
over Rome at 8,000 feet, but over the Paraiba River in Brazil, at night, ~he
phenomenon was observed at a closer perpective. Enroute to Rio de Janeiro,
a Brazilian airliner was cruising at 8,000 feet when an unusual glow lit up
the dark sky as 19 circular bodies in formation zoomed into sight at nearly the
same altitude as the passenger plane. There was no time for the Brazilian pilot
to react. The 13 passengers aboard got a good look as the mysterious objects,
estimated to be 100 feet in di~eter, swept passed the aircraft barely 300
feet away. There was pandemon11.nn in the cabin. The passengers were terror·
fied at the sight. One screaming w~an passenger rushed into the pilot's compartment and had to be physically subdued,and another person momentarily lost
his mind and tried to open an exit door! After a fight with a crewman the
frantic passenger was restrained.
After calm was restored, the airliner landed at RiOt where wore'. of the panic
in the sky spread rapidly. South .~erican and English· newspape!':> front paged
the story but for some odd reason nothin~ appeared i~ {he Americ~~ pres~. 82.
November 22nd. Santa Maria, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. (9:45p.m.)
At a Brazilian Air Force base at Santa ~faria, a city about 150 miles due
west of Porto Alegre on the Atlantic coast, there was a military meteorological station. On duty November 22, 1954, was a radio operator by the name of
Arquidmedes Fernandez, who, at 9:45p.M., was outside gathering readings for
a weather forecast. Near the station was a grove of eucalyptus.
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Fernandez. glanced arotmd at the dark sky thinking about the weather. His
eyes settled on a strange "cloud" above the trees: thin, black, and like an upside-down washbowl. It suddenly occurred to Fernandez the thing wasn't a
cloud, but a solid body 160 feet across, with a small light on top. What's
more, the whole thing was slowly osc11lating. The radar man became aprehensive
and retreated inside a building. The object slowly rose and fell a few times
behind the cover of the treeline but did not seem to pose a threat, nonetheless
Fernandez. radioed a report to the weather headquarters at Porto Alegre, notifying
them of the UFO. Nothing remarkable took place during the next ~ hours of
Fernandez's duty shift which ended at 1:15 a.m. The object rel'lllined in view
all that time glowing fainly.
There were two other independent witnesses to the"UFO. One was a Ruben ~fachado
who viewed the glowing body from the Canobi Hotel. Senor Machado believed the
object was stationary above the airbase. The other person was a Senor Jurandir
Ferreir who spotted something strange in the sky and watched it maneuver for
some time before it flew out of sight to the north. 83.
November 21st. UFO over New Zealand? (See news clipping)
November 24th. Southhampton, England. (12:15 a.m.)
On November 24th at Southampton a ''white disc" that was liken to a "small
moon" was seen moving across the sky --seen through a 2~ inch telescope-by a member of the Southampton Astronomical Society, a woman named A. Marley.
This took place at 12:15 a.m. The object was not visible to the naked eye
and was seen through the telescope moving directly south over the city. It
suddenly turned on itself and retraced its path. 84.
November 25th. Cordoba, Argentina. (no time mown)
"Something foreign to our knowledge."
The Argentine Embassy released an official report concerning the observation
of a pair of luminous objects that.remained stationary over the airport at the
city of Cordoba for almost two hours on the 25th. Two witnesses listed were
named as Carlos Bassoli who worked in the airport control tower; and the 0\ief
of the Meteorological Service, Dr. ~rcos Guerci. The two objects each gave a
different appearance, one looking roughly semi-circular similar to a disc on
edge, and the other object having a perfect circular form. Amazed the by the
sight, Dr. Guerci was quoted in the official report as saying it was his belief
he had observed:" ... something foreign to our knowledge." 85.
November 25th. Calcerosa, Italy. (5:00p.m.)
"Dis chi volanti."
The boys were young, about 12, so perhaps their imaginations were working
overtime. G. ~rsiano and P. Santucci encountered, they said, a trio of
three foot tall beings with big heads and grey skin. The beings quickly retreated to their ball-shaped ship. The Eraft had a pair of sharply pointed
propellors that spun wildly as the ship took off. 86.
November 26th
Manila, The Phillippines. (2:50a.m. Zulu)
The witness:
''The source, a practicing medical doctor in ~fanila, sighted this object
while traveling on Highway 54 south of Manila. Source.is 37 years old
and holds a BS degree in physics in addition to his medical degree.
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"Source was an artillery officer in the United States Anny from 1938 to
1942. In 1942 he transferred to the Medical Corps upon receiving his
degree in medicine and served in the Pacific Theater tmtil the end of
the war. Source is well known in the Manila area and his judgement 1s
generally respected. Because of his scientific backgrotmd, he is considered 'fairly reliable.'" 87.
The sighting:
"Cbserver was being driven home by his chauffeur after an afternoon
playing golf. He was looking out the window and a bright orange glow
in the south attracted his attention. He continued to observe this
glow and when he noticed this glow was approaching he told the chauffeur to stop the car. He got out of the car and continued to observe
the object. He tried to point out the object to his chauffeur but
the chauffeur, understanding very little English, did not see the object until two seconds before it disappeared. Observer was impressed
by the fact that he observed it approaching for three minutes but it
took only three seconds to pass out of his vision when it departed.
He stated that he observed the object departing for three seconds but
saw the trail or exhausts one second longer." 88.
November 27th. Moscow, Russia. (4:15 p.m.-4:30 p.m.)
The nearest thing to a "Letajushkie Tarelki"(Flying Saucer) report that
managed to seep through Russian press censorship came out of Moscow on the
:27th:" .•. people on Red Square saw a cylindrical object over their heads at
, a height of about 200-300 meters travelling in a north-westerly directicn. The
object climbed up with the speed of a jet, at the same time taking up a ver,:tical position." 89.
November 28th. Caracas, Venezuela. (2:00a.m.)
"Fight with a saucer dwarf."
About 2:00a.m. on the-28th Jose Ponce and Gustavo Gonzales were spe~ing
along in their panel truck on a street in the outskirts of r.aracas. The two
yotmg men had not travelled far when they they found their way blocked by a
ten-foot wide glowing ball, the luminous sphere hovering sOMe six feet over
the street. Curious, Ponce and Gonzales stopped their vehicle and got out to
investigate. The men were immediately confronted by a dwarfish figure. Gonthen made a bold move, seizing the creature, but he met with tmexpected resistence. Although the stiff, bristly hair that covered the hard-bodied being
didn't prevent a good grip and the weight of the dwarf was unirnpressive(an estimated 35 pounds), Gonzales' little opponent proved to be quite strong, the
dwarf tossing Gonzales to one side as if he was a rag doll. Sttmned by the
easy defeat of his friend and alarmed by the sudden appearance of two more
hairy creatures(who apparently had been gather1ng dirt and rocks nearby), Ponce
fled ,the area, seeking safety at a Police Station. Heanwhile, Gonzales recovered enough to get back on his feet and face the creature again. He looked
around and saw two creatures burdened with their earth samples j~ed aboard
the sphere, passing with ease through an opening. The third creature, the one
who had grappled with him, botmded forward, its eyes glowing and its claws extended. Gonzales produced a knife and tried to stab the creature in the
shoulder but the blade glanced off as if it had hit annor. At that point, one
of the creatures inside the sphere re-appeared at the opening and aimed some
sort of tube at Gonzales, a device that emitted a brilliant beam of energy
which paralyzed the yotmg man. Temporarly blinded, exhausted, and greatly
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fri~ten, Gonzales managed to gain enough control of his limbs to stagger to
the Police Station where his buddy had taken refuge.
At first the police believed the two young men were intoxicated, but once
their sobriety was confirmed, sedatives were given both Ponce and Gonzales. A
physical examination of the men showed that Gonzales had suffered a large
abrasion along his left side.
An interesting claim is made by Coral
Lorenzen UFO group. According to Mrs .
Lorenzen, a representative of her organization stationed in Caracas was told by
member of the press that one of the two
doctors that treated Ponce and Gonzales
just happened to be at the Police Station
at the time because he had made a house
call in the neighborhood and was driving
on the same street where the sphere was
hovering thus witnessed the scuffle beteen Gonzales and the creature. The
doctor wanted no publicity but did go
to Washington to brief some American
experts after being requested to do so.

90.

NtAIB, i!lll2lZU. "''.

:za,

19'Sot

.. c~- ..., \zc1n ., n ~~~,.....
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A bit different version of the "fight
with a dwarf" case was given by Lex Mebane of the Research Sect1on of Civilian Saucer Intelligence, ~ew York. He
tells us Gonzales and Ponce tvere meat delivery men from the town of Itari.
·This is important, because as Mr. ~1ebane points out:"Gonzales --an expert witness because he dealt with haunches of meat --said that the creature was much
heavier than would be expected from his size; and that he was 'hard as a tile
drainpipe' ..• " 91.
..
Dealing with another aspect of the case, ~lebane differs from the Lorenzen
version. \~ile the APRO director wrote that the creature's ship was a sphere,
Mebane's source states that the ship was:" ... like two deep dishes joined together, tvith two small tvindows." 92.
November 29th. ·~ow They're In Italy."
Following up its article on the French UFO invasion, Life's ~ovember 29th
issue dewelled briefly on the invasion of Italy by Harziam-{Fiartians) with
Rosa Dainell's fantastic encounter getting top bill1ng. 93.
November 30th.
"Report all press queries."
There had been some excitement at mll ville. ~lew Jersey. back on the 26th
when ~large round body circled over the town at night. The object carried
red-yellow lights and sped away when lit up by a searchlight that revealed
its shape.
An eyet•i tness, ~frs. Lois Barbour, phoned the CAA. l'li thin J'llinutes she was
called llack, not by the CAA but by a Captain W.J. Thompson of Olmstead Air
Force Base. The Captain wanted an update, if possible, on the whereabouts
of the UFO, giving the impression military jets were hunting the thing.
Lou Corbin told Donald Keyhoe he had contacted Captain Thompson to learn
more about the ~lillville mcident. It wasn't hard to get the Captain on the
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phone, according to Corbin, but it was impossible to get the officer to talk
about the UFO. The military, said the captain, received word about the UFO
from the CAA Air Traffic Control, New York, but any further information about
the incident 1 iQ.S classified." Corbin was then told that the military:" ... had
orders to- report all press and radio queries to higher authorities." 94.
"Spies From Outer Space."
One might say Frank Edwards was trying to whip up a little "hysteria" in
the States with his article in the November issue of ~ose that attempted to
make something of his firing from a network broadcastmgJOb while he was going strong in his campaign to keep the UFO problem a public debate. More provocative, however, was Edwards 1 article in the tfovember issue of Real magazine
titled:"They 1 re ~ot Telling You The Truth .-lliout The Spies From Outer Space."
Edwards comes across qu~te well in the "Spies" essay as a veteran newsman
fighting military censorship. Although there is very little about the 1954
European UFO flap(it \vas probably written three months before which is the
usual lead time for magazine publication) one could still learn plenty. The
newsman leads off with remarks about recent UFO sightings by military and
commercial pilots and the fact that no ainnan had ever been grounded after
having a "UFO hallucination" even though the A.ir Force would have the public
think such an explanation was a large part of the UFO solution. Edwards wrote:
"Obviously, the authorities did not believe their own hokum." 95.
After that strong, Keyhoe-style, introduction the main body of the essay
dealt with Edwards' activities and concerns for the past year or so which is
. ·interesting since sources covering the period are fe1v. He discussed: the Col.
·0'~1ara remarks about 700 UFO reports a week, UFO flaps over Wilmington during
·the Slii1Tller, the CAA study of the radar targets over Washington D.C. in July
~1952, statements from top U.S. scientists expressing their worries about UFO
··reports, the latest on the fate of the famous Tremonton UFO film, and finally
-his adventures of trying to te 11 the UFO story on the TV show ".<\uthor ~!eets The
Critics." 96.
November 30th. Taormina, Italy. (no time known)
A controversial photo showing supposed saucers in the sky over the city of
Taormina was labeled a hoax by skeptics. It was said the men in the picture
do not appear to _looking at the objects in the sky. Very little is known about
the picture but a revealing statement was made to the United Press newsservice
when authorit1es discussed the phtot in a story datelined il"ashington D.C. November 30th:"The Air Force said reports of unidentified objects are sent here
from abroad through the U.S. military at1:ache system." 97.
~ovember 30th. London, England.
(7:55p.m.)
According to our source:
"At 7: 55 p.m. , :-Irs. Albert ~layor of .Abbey Wood, on the So'ltheast edge
of .London, saw a long, flaming tube 1vith rounded ends, in the sky,
hovering, ~c! glowing red. Its trailing edges s1.;elled lvith white
flame, which rose and fell." 98.
Space, Gravity and the Flying Saucer.
In spite of the climate of UFO excitement in Europe, when En~lishman leonard
G. Cramp's ~ac~, Gr~!':i!Y and ~~ Fl;!:~H~ ~ appeared in EnglisJ: b?Okstores
in :--lovember tnere wasn rt one rev1e1v lil a nat10nal newspaper or penod1cal except for a mention in the Liverpool Post. While the volumne isn 1 t often quoted
hv students of the UFO proOTem-; ffiis
of mterest by journalists mdicates
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"' a" ullbdi<:tlablt rt~trttU ond tu:cdua/es aJ a spud /Of
beyond IJII)' CD11VI!Titta1f4l OVCTQ}/, .4 fe-JI S<COIIds ond ll hot
oatushtd as quteltly and quttlly as it camt. Anathtr L'•·
uient•fi<d FlY>nt Ol>}tc/ srgltl"'f is added to the officaal
records ••• and brmtd I htrt
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porn Oil bow: IIIMT O/ tfwm . . l>•.tAJ
«1/uod daJ• ..,.... rh U.S. H• did
tOm• dt~Jlrtl; tJw J.IOI'"f' tt:JU flf.'lllol lttl
ha f.,£1Wl ..., obo!a rlw IJiO "'1".,....·

II'htrt dui tl comt from I

Why""''

Jt

hat'" the first place I

Wateh on the Rhine
You have a right to aek thoee que11tlona lllld you
have a right to know the &D.!IWen to them.
You're not getting them from the Pmtagob.
I ""f'f"'l to aay that '-'>...., of the blanket of
ol&e.ial oUenee, you wiU have to dill out the flletll for
you.rtl<!:lf.
Since ( have bten dotng that ,..,. thL!I~ for several
}ears-a.ad reporttng the <esulls over rny radio network
program--maybe I

can help you.

In the lirst place, make no ntJStake about the reality of
the censorshtp and make no miStake about the fad that
many !jOYf:I"'IIMttts, illcluding our owu. are senowdy aiD•
cerned about the UJStenct of so-called ft} "'8 .sauars. ":W .
T~ve countries have programs of study and inva•-.;..
uort to deal wtth these obJects. West Germany is the la:P,
to JOLII the list. having recently ~tablished \\hat tt c~K...a
to caD a ·Space Flight Study Group,'' aft<r some unusual
tnctdents had occurred.
)(y own tnte.-.st Lll these objects was slwpened when I
detected a large l!>easure of deceptton and contradn:tion tn
the offiCial public statements on them. There 1i03S the period
a few yean ago when tt 1i03S !jOvernlllf!llt policy to hwniliate
citJ.Uti.S and pilots who repor!ed UFO's by brushing the
matter off as halluCinations. It worUd for a wblle until tor·
many astute ctUzens not teed that 1101 oue Sllllfle pilot, com·
merclal or military, had eveT been l!rl>UDded for one trunute
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by Frank Edwards

OUTER SPACE
after one of theoe lillqed hallucmauons. Obvtously, the
autbonues dtd not bel~ then own hokum

Xratch one "expla.n.auon "
Hatd·pressed lor sot~~<thtng WIth whiCh to rqllau the
·.Uucmatton yarn, the authonttes .agerly scued upon
:h• theory that lh= unnplatnable Slgbungs were nothing
more than temperature invmtOIIS caused by the acUob of
ma...ses ol hot atr colliding Wlth cooler air. That sounded
foolproof and tt aho had another attractive a.spect from
the o!li<:tal vtewpomt, Sllltt tt was true that these lll3.S.SCS of
hot air co-tnctded With the ume oi year when the earth was
aear<St :.Iars It was a matter oi record that Sl~hungs of
wudeotified ilym~ ohJ«lS were btaviest at the period
when :.Iars and Earth lll'fn nearest to each other :\h 1 satd
the etperts, that " summertune .
the time of bot an
and temperature mverswns'
, ,;I:-. enough . but only lor tbe northern hemisphere
~,., same ume the 510uthern h"""spbere is haVIng tlS
and also bavtnl! ilS SJgbttn!!S of t:FO's 1 There jtUt
·:tl"11 t enough bot an to cover the theory
Scratch "nplanatlllll ' two

YJ '-""

Tbe Crackpots and lbe Expert&
Undoubtedly many of the reported inctdents mvolvtn~
UFO's are the work of publicity seekers, crackpou and of
•i.ftcere persons who stmply lad to recor(!lue conventional
aircraft and meteornlol!ical balloons Some of the reports
also mvoh-e ordi~~ary celental objects wtth whtch the
oboerY<r was not familJat.
But the really Important evtdence on wbtch many na-

tions are spendingmtlllons of dollal'l! " the mass of reports
from qualified and credtble observers. Thl$ mdudes com•
mereta! and wlnary ptlots. ground oboervers. astronomers
and othen wbosc work and tralllin~ entitle tbetr repo'rts to
senous constderauoa and caretul analysis.

And Then There Were Few
Cettamly somethtnJt very strange is taking place m the
lurutless space above the earth There are objects of unlr.nown ongto whtch have been seen wttb the naked eye
tracl.ed by radar chased by jets and somettmes were even
pbotographed
In sptU of the mantle of ofl\ctal silence whtch has worked
to keep the :l.mencan people unmforrned, the facts are
W'lmiS!akable.
.u a network commentator who has consistently refused
to be stdetracked by pbony offictal ·'e>planauons'' on this
and other topiCS. I have developed a pohcy of demanding
the facts Earlr this year I notteed that there was a
scan:ny of UFO reportS on the nauonal n<Ws w1res whtch
bad earned them before.
Why?
fint. I cbecktd on the actual volume of reported st~ht·
m~s If there were none. tb~r ahscllce from the n<W'!wtres
would be understandable. I asked mv listeners to send me
any reportS of UFO's wb~~;b were ~portant enough to be
pnnted tn thetr local newspapers Then I asked the .\tr
fon:e at the Pentagon to gtve me the number nf si~htuuu
they were rece1vtng Check and double check-the pubhc
iColllt~<Ned on P<Jft 58)
press "!!'UDSI the Penta~on.
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fasination with UFOs was on the wane but an important step to something long
term was inminent.

E!)'J.:.l:.g 5.!~-r:. R.£_Vie."!·
Waveney Girvan, the editor-in-chief of T. l'erner Laurie, who published
George Adamski's Flti;n{ Saucers Have Landed, enlisted the aid of sane friends
and established tfie ma.ga:nne nr~ siiiCer Review. Considering who launched
the Review. it is not surprismg
material in the early issues aei!f with contactees and related topics, but it also meant that from
the beginning the printing and editorial work was as good as anything else on
the newsstand(Eventually the content improved). Evidently the magazine was
the result of the proposed "Flying Saucer Service Ltd." annotmced on Novemper
18th.
John Otto and the National Security Agency.
Of the profusion of amature saucer detectives that populated the UFO sub
culture, a Mr. John Otto is more familar than most, although ~fr. Otto is not
recognized as making a significant contribution to the advancement of an tmderstanding of the UFO mystery. Technically orientated, Hr. Otto made frequent and fruitless attempts to contact the saucers by conventional radio and
by an invention of his, a "light beam" device.
There was one episode in 1954, however, worthy of notice. Mr. Otto arranged
a sttmt with radio station WGN Olicago on the night of November 28, 1954 on the
Jim Hills show. Given a few minutes of air time, Otto broadcast a message to
the saucers, an appeal to the pilots of the discs to communicate with the people
of earth. Otto requested that anyone in the radio audience· that detected anything that seemed to be a signal from aliens to contact him at station l'GN. The
station then went silent for a few moments to give the saucers a chance to make
themselves heard.
To make a long story.., short as they say, t'lvo sisters, 1-!ildred and Marie Haier
of Olicago, had prepared for Otto's broadcast, hooking up a wire recorder to
capture any strange sotmds coming over l'.GN's Navelengths. When the time came,
the sister's recorder managed to pick up what sotmded like musical tones in a
pattern that resembled a teletype transmission.
The real issue here is not Otto, the sisters, or the strange signal, but why
the U.S. government quickly showed an interest. Given the odds, the signal recorded could have been anything, yet when word got out, the Haier sisters got a
phonecall from a "DeHelt E. Walker" of "National Security" who requested a copy
of the tape. ~lore suspious than most people, the two women, with a little effort, confirmed that a 'llr. Walker" did indeed work for the government, so they
cooperated but tvhen "Hr. 1\iilker" paid the women a visit to get the recording, he
arrived in a shabby-looking car and was dressed in ordinary business clothes.
There 'Seemed to be nothing"official" about the man.
Later ·~tr. Walker" sent a thank you note. The sisters, still curious, noted
the return address t'ihich was: "Room 304, North Lake Shore Drive, Chicago." The
women drove by the place and found no outward sign the building was a U.S.
Government office yet, they learned, it functioned as one. The question then
arose:"was the l'l3I\ working for a secret organization?" 99.
At this point one of saucerdom's more sophisticated investigators, Dr. Leon
Davidson, entered the q~.se.
Dr. Oaviclson noted that a secretarv had at one
time referred to ·~tr. Walker" as '~lajor Walker," and as a result Davidson
checked and found that a ·~tajor Oer-telt Nllker" listed in the Air Force Register.
Dr. Davidson then 1.;rote to 1\'alker(On ~larch 6, 1957) asking about the recording
and' Walker replied, saying that the tape in question had been passed on to the
"proper authoritv" and that he could not provide any study results nor \-las he in

thaf-mucn ort'he
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a position to pursue the matter. Dr. Davidson did not give up. He wrote back
and asked for the name of the agency(i.e. the "proper authority'') that took
possession of the tape. Walker replied again, saying that it was impossible
for him to divulge the recipient and that any questions Davidson might have
about flying saucers be directed to Wright-Patterson AFB(BLUE BOOK).
Not satisfied with Walker's answers, Davidson wrote to the head of the CIA,
ATIC at Wright Field, and the Director of Intelligence for the U.S. Air Force
at the Pentagon. Davidson got the nm-a-around. The only thing he learned
was that the ~ker in question was indeed an Air Force Major who was station·
ed in Chicago at the time. Davidson convinced himself, however, that the organization that took control of the tape was the super-secret National Security
Agency, the code-breaking department of the government that was so secret it
didn't even want the public to know it existed. A1 though Walker was an Air
Force officer, the "saucer message'' stunt seems too silly to be concerned with,
but the Major's connection with the NSA explains the interest in the tape. The
NSA has an inter~st in anvthing having to do with the transmission of information and has in its employ many experts in exotic fields. The way dolphins
communicate, for e~le, has come under NSA scrutiny. 100.
It is a fact that a great number of UFO related documents are known to be
on file with the NSA but the public has been denied access to the information
in spite of the Freedom of Information Act. Although it is not i:mmposs ible
the Maier sisters picked up a signal from an enemy agent or even a secret NSA
transmission, most probably the sounds were just stray energy pulses of no
significance. Perhaps the least probable explanation is that the saucer pilots
were answering Mr. Otto. This electronic business is pretty tricky as Dr.
Davidson illustrated:"A BBC engineer said a teletype motor, barely powerful
enough to nm an eggbeater, even when idling, could still send a signal all
over the world, provided a sensitive receiver was ttmed to its frequency." 101.
Alabama met ear.
The fall of a meteorite
to the procedures involved
Note that it was forbidden
formation. (See BLUE BOOK

in Alabama on November 30, 1954 provided an insight
in a possible recovery of any crashed flying disc.
to even disclose the existence of investigative indocument)

December.
'
On the first day of the month near the town of Hassoues a Frenchman sighted
a bright oval object in the sky. The oval body gave off enough light to turn
night into day. After pez:fonning various maneuvers and oscillations, the oval
body swooped down to a landing about three kilometers from the witness. l\'ithin
a few minutes the oval body took to the air again and sped away on an eastern
course. 102.
Italy puzzled.
It~lian authorities showed some interest in the UFOs when irt December they
made a condidenl:ial request of the Canadian government in regards to the sky
mystery, expressing a desire to know the nature of Canada's UFO policy. The
Chairman of Canada's Defense Research Board issued a repy through the military
Attache at the Italian Embassy at Ottawa: " ... while sighting reports are still
collected when submitted by the general public, no further attempt has been
made to analyze the data submitted." 103.

South America.

I
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Im.Ugat1oo requested by Collllla:IIISer, NI:J:Vell Ail!, Alabama, as a result •!' •
uaconli.rwd reporta or aerial explosioDS, alleged airere.tt eruhet 11t1d Ul!identi•1.tied f.'l;r1:tlr obJects. One w:a1deat1tied tlJ"izzg object Cell tb.rouP root ot house
ji:a~~ occupmt. ObJect obtaiaed 'by Air Rascue airere.tt, returfted. to station
&Dd.eXIIIIi:aed 'by Geiger Cou.aters vitJ:I. aegative results. n1gbt Sarrtce Center
• received -rous rer.orta or aircre.tt crashes, aerial explodoas and !lJ'ing obJects ia a:rea \lhere UFOB rOWid. Air De.te~:~se Coiiii!I&Dd 1:atol'2ed or s1 tuation
under JI1'C":ieions or AFR 200-2 and directed .USS Teu to qunUoa persons vith
lcnovbd~ ot reports ot ezplolliona aDd to obtaia UFOS tor tr~~D~~m.l.seion to
Wril!ht-l'atteraon AiB 1 Ohio, !Dr purpose ot: detend.Di:ag ita orlg.l:o.. Considerable publleitr resulted 1a object havi:ag beea obt&iaed 'by USAF. Ou.ided. Msaila
Expert adVi.sed DFOB not or... sim1111Z' IIUbsta.nce used 1:11 bb field or experiments.
Geologist vith .Reisearcl\ Studies Iilatitute advises that vithout eozplete emcdnations or object, he could identity it only u •etthc- e .stoae meteorite or
an earthly peridot1 te•. U1'0B releued to A.ISS Teu. l!usb&Dd or victim alle&ed 1
to have retaiaed. attorney to reg&i:a UFO! troll US.Al".
•
ATTIHTIOR
I
Disclosure ot the nature, a~es, or eTeD the exieteDce or au~ investigati.,.
'
1Dtormation. to person• 11Bnt1oned ia the report or to other persoas not nor!llllll;r
e~~t1tled to sucl:l iDtormat1on flllq be llllll!e oal)' \lhf!!l e:q:::ressl)' authorized by the'\.. :
Director or Special !n.ve'tigat10tle, Helld.qui!.Z"tft''l USt.F, or higher authority.
T
Unmthwized disclosure ot the in.tonatioa vill brt co011idered to be a violation
ot AF'R 205•1.
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Venezuelan Visions.
When a luminous disk-like bodv appeared over Coro, Venezuela, on the first day
of the month, it was spotted by Cathol~c priest by the name of Father Jesus
Hernandez Chapellin. Wi~hin hours other witnesses spotted another luminous object hovering at ground level at a place close to the town of Borburata. ' 104.
American experts questioned.
Reported encounters 1vith mysterious ugly bipeds that had alarmed at least five
Venezuelan cities prompted newsmen to interview three visiting American scientists.
A Cornell professor, Dr. H. Cross Sabine told the press:"If they are not the experiments of any nation on earth, then they l11US't come from some other planet."
105.
A Physical Science professor from the University of Michigan reportedlv told
the South Americans: "We cannot di.~believe ivhat has been said about the flying
sa~;~cers --atomic explosions may be the rnot1ve for the strange visits." 106 .. The
t~ud professor, Dr. Wilson Henry of the University of Pennsylvania, was credited
Wlth:"Saucers are not the result of imagination or mass psychosis but are space
ships manned by beings from the planet l'vlars." 107.
"Badly frightened."
When Venezuelan pilot Saul Paredes took off from r.laracaibo Field on December
2nd, he had no way of knowing he was in for a bad fright. It seems an object
crossed in front of his plane so fast and so close he nearly lost control. 108.

a

"Flying Saucers are real."
A Brazilian military conference was convened on December 2nd. The Army Technical School invited certain military and civilian authorities to an presentation
of some UFO evidence. The talk was sponsored by the Superior .4.rmy School Graduates
.~sociation.
The speaker was Colonel Joao Adil de Oliveira w~o had studied UFO
reports made elsewhere in the world including some sightings documented in the U.S.
Air Force's project BLUE BOOK files(In 1954 the Minister of Aviation of Brazil had
created an invest1gation commission of UFOs and appointed Colonel Joao Adil de
Oliveira to head it.) The Colonel listed the following:
"1. Evidence shows that the saucers are real. No government could afford
to ignore the reports about UFOs and all investigations should be made to
'determine the identity of any UFO sighted over the country. The problem
could be of military interest.
"2. The saucers appear to be some kind of revolutionary aircraft. They
are not conventional phenomena or illusions. There are too many responsible people involved to say that the whole thing was a hallucination.
"3. l'ie don't know where they come from and we don't know the purpose of
their survev. I hone some dav we can solve the riddle and know the
·
·
answers.", io9.
•

Some final remarks were made by Brigadier Guedes ~luniz:
"We military technicians and aeronauuc engineers have not tried in the
past to discuss the technological and scientific probability of these space
vagabonds. And we are not trying to discuss it nOii, because we remember an
old story, very good to be recalled here:'Years ago, the best aeronau~ic
engineers in the iYOrld assembled together to study the hom-beetle fl1ght.
Thev analvsed the hom-beetle, its aerodynamic shape entirely lirong, its
flight surface tre~endously deficient, its heaviness and its incredible
power. After a great deal of reasoning and scient1fic exper1mentation
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they had made certain that the hom-beetle could not fly.
beetle, knowing nothing of this, is still flying!" llO.
Brazilian UFO investigations.

But the horn-

A fasinating accotmt of Brazilian UFO investigations can be fotmd in an tmexpected source.
"Tius reporter is no longer skeptical."
The American Air Attache stationed in Rio de Janeiro, Br~zil, filed a report
detailing the experience of a member of the Braizlian Air Force(FAB). For the
most part the material deals with the Porto Alegre-, Brazil, incident of October
24, 1954. The .to.rerican Attache \vas impressed by developments in Brazil and in
his summation wrote:"This reporter is no long skeptical." lll.
'The Attache's report read:
"Source, a FAB major who has been close to FAB's investigation of flying
saucer sightings, stated that he has for a long time believed in the
existence of these objects. (He is reputed to have 7,000 flying hours
and is considered by the reported to be highly intelligent, keenly observant, and quite normal.) He personally pursued one in a Glouster
~leteor last fall in Porto Alegre(he did not find it after he became airborne, although he had seen it from the grotmd prior to takeoff and
ground observers stated he passed near it when driving from 45,000 feet
through a hole in a cloud formation). He also was in charge at Gravatai
Air Base (Porto Alegre) several days later when 150 FAB personnel were
reported to have seen two of these objects.
·~ring this latter sighting, he placed a group of FAB airmen on one
side of a hanger, another group on the opposite side, out of each others'
sight and hearing. He then travelled between the two groups, asking
them what" thev saw. All reoorts were similar. He then placed obser'!ers in a triangular arrangement arotmd the field, about· a mile on each
side of the triangle. These observers wrote down \</hat they had seen, as
it occurred, and their reports jibed. .<Ul observers reported an object
hovering at estimated altitudes varying frofl 30,000 to 45,000 feet ..~ter
remaining fairly stationary in one spot (although appearing to be undulat~g), it suddenly sped across approximately 80 degrees of arc andresumed its hovering in that location. When it again sped across a similar
arc, the major clocked it by chronograph as covering the 80 degrees in
ten seconds. He later estimated the object's speed at roughly 8,000 mph
(assuming an altitude of 45,000 feet). The object \Vas then joined by a
similar one, they hovered a few minutes, then disappeared at a great rate
of speed.
"Source reported that the object appeared to be surrounded by a white
glow which increased in size ~<~hen it moved (i.e. this halo-like ring ''as
s~ll when-hovering, larger when traveling)." 112.
"Flying saucers in 1876?!"
The Air Attache then injects something a student of the UFO mystery ~<~ould
like to know more about:
"Source stated that FAB records show Slghtings as far back as the early
1800's. One, \<Tttten by a farner m :·lato Grosso in 1876, descnbes a
landing by one of these objects. He described it as being about 90 feet
in d1arneter, of Metal construction, and containing a turret that rose

, (
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out of the top of the disk and which was retracted for high speed
travel." 113.
The Air Attache then returns to the current Brazilian situation:
"FAB records are also reported to contain numerous sightings by Brazilian airline nilots, some of whOM claim to have been verv close to these
objects (within several hundred feet in some cases). These reports confinn the Mato Grosso fanner's description as to size and construction.
"Two FAB lieutenants were reported to have sighted one on the ground in
the interior of Brazil. They reportedly flew down to take a look at it,
whereupon it took off, crossed a river and landed again. The two
officers are said to have continued their approach but the object again
took off and disappeared at the usual high rate of speed.
"Source, as 1-rell as the FAB officer in charge of flying saucer 1 investigations,' is•convinced that sightings reported by reliable observers are thoroughly credible. He is also certain that there have been
sufficient sightings over a sufficient period of time to corroborate
the descript1on of the object given above. \'ihat neither he nor FAB
official investigators know is what to do with the infonnation. At this
writing it is merely being read and filed. Evaluation of the infonnation is not possible both because of the relative vagueness of it and
because it is not within the capabilities of ~~ technicians.
"Source also stated that F.~ has on file various photographs of these
objects. .~ effort will be made to obtain examples for forwarding."
114.

The final part of the report was comments l'lade by the reporting officer:
''This reporter has maintained a skeptical attitude toward 1 flying
saucers' up to this time. Dispite the fact that an oven.ffielming
majority of the reported sightings in Brazil are from unqualified
observers anQ crackpots and are therefore completely unreliable,there
is an tmderlying base of sound reports from qualified observers which
makes it difficult to doubt the existence of these objects. This reporter is no longer skeptical. But an evaluation of what they are
and where they come from is beyond his capabilities." US.

'

.

"Tadpoles" over Austria.
During the first weeks of December scores of witnesses in .~tria observed
objects moving at great speed over the central 1Ups region. The objects were
at an estimated altitude of 4,000 feet and were described as bright green cirular bodies that gave off a luminous halo that tapered to a long tail, giving
the entire image a "tadpole" shape .
.~trian authorities let it known they were taking the mystery objects very
serio~ly by issuing instructions to all police officials to take notes if they
observed any suspicious aerial objects.
Following the Party line, Austrian Communist newspapers blamed the UFOs on
"!werican propaganda balloons." 116.
"Crossed the \loon's disk."
Not all the Veneuelan cases were "close encounters." In the town of La
Florida, Venezuela, amature astronomer Cloris Hamel ••as studying the 'loon with
a 125 power telescope when a cluster of opaque bodies \>ere seen passing in
front of the Lunar disk. 117.
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Early December.

Guanare, Venezuela.

(no

t~e

known)

The witness was imPressive, the director of an educational institution in
the City of Barquisimeto, and his story would sound f~lar to French ears. The
professor(he did not give his name to the press) was driving along minding his
own bus mess on his l>ay to Guanare when a big, bnght, object approached his
car and took up a pac1ng position above the vehicle. Scared, the professor
floored the accelerator, and when that did not help, he produced a handgun and
fired wildly at the UFO but the shots had no apparent effect. The professor
drove on and soon lost sight of the UFO. Shortly thereafter he met another car
which he flagged down. As it happened, the other car had some interesting
passengers: a policeman, a sheriff, a lawyer. The professor convinced them to
go to where the UFO was last seen and as they drove up, the strange object was
spotted speeding away to the south, tracing a bluish line in the dark sky. 118.
December 3rd.

Durban, South Africa.

The popular magazine Outspan, one of South Africa's most widely read periodicals, devoted three pages to the UFO sighting of Eugene Meyer in its December 3rd issue. ..\n art instructor at the furban High School, Durban, South
Africa, ~1r. Meyer claimed to have to have observed and photographed a UFO over
Durban back on July 31, 1954. The photo is blurry and seeMS to be of little
value, but the verbal account was interesting. The schoolmaster said some
local natives were the first to spot the object, pointing skyward and thus
drawmg his attention to the phenomenon. It seems a grayisl-t mass;· changing
from an elliptical shape to a circular one, was at a low altitude, oscillating
slowly, moving back and froth, evidently using two small stands of trees as· reference points. Occasionally the object would make a vertical move. ~othing
could be heard and no vapor could be seen. Energized by his experience, )~.
Myer obtained the use of a room at the Natal University where he headquartered
a. group he ca~led the ~~Flvill& ~!ucc:r Club. He also e~tablished. contact
With the English organization, JFly~ Siuce~ws, through Its Rhodesian representative, :-tr. Glyn Benjamin. ff9.
- - - - --December 3rd.

Azuaga, Spain.

..

"Square UFO?"

Another odd UFO came from Spain on the 3rd. According to a press account
a dozen workers near Azuaga saw a strange machine about 10 meters in diameter
land and then quickly take off, zooming away toward the south. No time was
given. l'ihat made this report so odd was that the UFO described as "square" in
shape. 120.
December 3rd.

Gulfport, mssissippi.

Strange object over Gulfport. (See BLUE BOOK file card)
The problem with the suggested Air Force explanation for the object over the
city of Gulfport is that it did not jive with investigation results. There is
no nention on the case file card but in the body of the case report there is
language that opposes the wind vortex theory:"weather conditions at the time of
the sighting do not support this consideration." 121.
December 4th.

Caselle di Nogara, Italy.

According to a press account:
"For several minutes a waiter saw a circular object standing in a pasture
SO meters away. It was blue, with sysmetrical openings, from which a bright
red light shone. The witness got a rifle and fired twice at a very tall
figure who came out of the turret on the object. Irrrmediately a very strong
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wind ,.,as fe 1t , and the craft took off anu.ds t a reddish glow." 12 2.
"Interp lanetarv Foundat 10n."
After Laura ~rondo's break with the Detro1t Flying Saucer Club, she established her own little group, a so-called "Interplanetary Foundation, "in December,
1954. This organization, which was later re-named "The Planetary Space Center,"
lvould reflect Miss Mundo's unabashed admiration for George Adamski. 123.
In any event, ~!iss ~fundo' s group was not as nearly as far out as another
comtemporary UFO oranization, the "Christian Zion Advocates" of Neah Bay, Washington, which had detennined to its satisfaction that UFOs were the "Lord's
Angels which He has sent before Him."
December Sth. ~ortheast, Pennsylvania.
"i'loman sees space ship." Did she?
(See newsclipping and drawing on file 1.;ith BUJE BOOK)
December 6th.

Irun, Spain.

(7:25 a.m.)

It came out of the north, from the direction of the sea, on a downward
slant. A luminous circular object was on a desending trajectory toward a
place on a Spanish road called "loidi-Berri" which was near the town of Irun.
nventy-six-year-old Juan Poroles was riding his bicycle as the UFO approached,
the strange round body losing altitude until it came to a rest,close by. The
young Portoles said the thing ~Vas about nine feet long and three feet wide,
having four fins and a large headlight. Frighten, Portoles rushed home-and
talked his father into returning to the site of the UFO landing. No object was
found but the grass in the area was flatten and footprints 15 em in length were
visible in the soft ground. Fragments of metal were also discovered according
to the press account. 124.
December 6th. The Air Force balks.
Colonel ~liliani, Baltimore's Civil Defense Director, contacted Donald Keyhoe and informed the crusading censorship fighter that the Air Force still refused to release UFO reports on file some six months after the Military denied
that such information was classified and would be made available. 125.
December 7th. Pretoria, South Africa. (daytime)
thile tracking a weather balloon with a theodolite, R.H. Kleyweg, Officerin-charge of the Upington ~1eteological Station, Cape Province, sighted an unknmvn object at a high altitude, something of a hemisphere shape, soMething
having a sloping top, something white and se~i-circular that reflected the rays
of the sun. The object moved slowly,occasionally hovering, heading in a northeast direction. Kleyweg was quoted as saying, the UFO:" ••. began to move too
fast to track." 126. The meteorologist also said:"! have followed thousands
of ~~e~eorological balloons. This object was no balloon." 127.
A BillE BOO!( doCUMent dated December 7th mentions foreign UFO sightings and
offers two suggestions as to the cause of the recent flap:Keyhoe and meteors.
(See document)
December 7th. Sao Paulo, Brazil. (no time known)
According to a Brazilian correspondent, Jose Escobar Faria, a spindle-shaped
"mother ship" appeared in the sky over Sao Paulo on December 7th:
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FOrtSIGN SIGliTnlGS
France, ItJlly, YugtJ3lavia, Svlteerland

Report No. ATIC i:J1529 (IR-271-54) dated 27 October contalns
various col!11:1ents extracted t'rom nevspapers throughout l:."urope on
mrious U?O sightingn. De:.criptions include:
Flying cigars
P'l)'ing saucers

Incandescent ellipses
Balls ot tire
Lu!llinous ash trays
Immense greenish cigar
CO:·!MENTS: Nt'IC attrimi.ted t1ro major ct~.uses or t.he recent (Sep 1 Oct 1
Uov 54) 011tbreak of sightings 1n Europe.. ME'. Keyhoe 1 s book •
has recently been tr:mslllted into various langu&g'!!l 1l"ld i:; nov
uctlling in Europe. Also, 11 current increase or neteo:ite n.ct1Y1ty
r.ti(-:.~tt o.cc:ount tor a portion or t.he observations.

l
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"Firstly was seen a huge UFO in cigar form: its front part was rotmd and
prominent, the centre a little thin. By two gags the UFO let loose
dense smoke, and described a wide circle when it gave deliverance to
three diskS with a metallic flare. Seen against the sun they had a red
color." 128.
<Ale of the disks released stayed in the sky over Sao Paulo for an hour performing complicated aerial maneuvers. The other disks immediately flew away,
one racing out of sight northward while the other one sped away toward the
south. The "mother ship" left the area by shooting straig~t up at a fantastic
speed. 129.
'"
December 8th.

Zaragoza, Spain.

While hunting in the Sierra de Aleublerre, Senor ~1iguel Sevilla Galvez had
the experience, he claimed, of seeing a glowing object 60 feet wide and lZ feet
thick land within SO yards of him. The craft was suppose to have had an antenna and some propellers. Two aliens emerged from the ship for a brief time
and were heard speaking a strange language. The craft then took off rapidlv.
130.
Such reports from Spain during this period that mention "aircraft" details like "propellers," "fins," and "wheeled landing gear" are probable fabrications. The fact that such reports were coming in after almost all the UFO
activity had shifted to latitudes south of the Iberian peninsula also indicates
the stories were produets of Spanish imaginations.
December 9th. Dorf-Gull, Germany. (6:30p.m.)
One of the few UFO reports that were coming 01;1t of Europe at this time Has
an account from Germany.
A red-glowing object dived out of sky at ~tr. and ~frs. Ernst Jung as the
couple sped aleng a road near Dorf-Gull. The crimson-colored body did not
land. Instead it stopped its plunge at a height of 15 feet where it hovered.
The Jungs said the thing appeared to be a 15 foot long spindle that was about
six feet in diameter. The spindle suddenly went dark and moved away toward a
wooded area. A bus load of people passing by at the time were said to have observed the object also. 131.
December 9th. Caracas, Venezuela.
Wild ~!artian excitement.
According to a Caracas newspaper:
"In Chacao, a suburb of Caracas, \vitnesses said that they were able to
get close to 'interplanetary' craft that landed at various parts of town
and even to touch the crew members. One witness, Tomas Betancourt, claimclaimed to have grappled with one of the ·~tartians.' Said Betancourt:''He
was gelalinous and very slippery and got out of my hands." 132.
December 9th. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. (11:00 p.m.)
There were only a fe;v clouds in the clear, Hoonless, sky the evening of
December 9th at Rio de Janeiro, when a bank employee stepped out on the veranda of his house to enjov a warm breeze. Mr. "C' (he wanted his name withheld
due to his connection with a \Yell known financial institution) immediately
spotted a dark mass about '; Plile away stationary above an Anrry plant. In
/
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spite of air currents the mass remained fixed, floating 700 feet high. Bright
lights from the ground dimly lit the mass but evidently not enough to reveal
its true shape. 133.
December 9th. Linha Bela Vista, Brazil.
The Adamski factor?
Brazilian military UFO investigators from Porto Alegre rushed to the town
of Linha Bela Vista to question a farmer by the Rame of Olmiro da Costa e
Rosa. The peasant assured authorities that on the evening of December 9th
his farm had "visitors" that arrived in a cream·colored machine shaped like
an "explorer's hat" and making a noise similar to a "sewing machine." As the
craft hovered just above the ground in the middle of a smoky haze, Cost a e
Rosa said, a trio of men of average height, of pale skin. long blond hair, and
slanted eyes, stepp~d out and looked around.
The men were dressed in light
brown clothes fastened to heeless shoes(At this point it is a good guess that
the fanner had been inspired by Adamski •s writings which had recently b~
translated into Spanish). The "men," Costa e Rosa said, 1-1ere More inter-ested
in a barbwire fence and some plants than the farm animals. llhen Costa e7,Rosa
dropped his hoe, one of the "men" politely picked it up for hi.Jll. The vis'i.tors
didn't stay long, boarding their ship after a short time and refusing a gift
of one of Costa e Rosa •s farm animals which the fanner offered by the means
of gestures. 134.
The Costa e Rosa case, investigated by journalist Joao ~!art ins of the l".agazine 0 Cruzeiro, raised questions about the "Adamski factor." Although the
Costa P:osa:stciry appeared to be derived from the Adamski hoax, ~·lartin reported that Costa e Rosa had never heard of "flying saucers" and didn't read
science fiction. 135.
December 9th. ~lelbourne, Australia.
A loud buzz~g noise attracted the attention of a Melbourne 1-10man early in
the morning of December 9th, and looking in the direction of the sound, she
saw a "saucer of enormous size" stationary above a nearby field. No other
details are available.
Elsewhere in t:1e country another woman living at fbnbeach, Port Phillip
Bay, reported a golden object flying in circles in the sky, a UFO which suddenly shot away over the horizon. Keeping watch on the horizon, the woman's
patience was rewarded when a cigar-shaped object appeared where the other object disappeared, coming up from the horizon and then performing loops. The
cigar emitted black puffs-of smoke as it looped in the air. 136.

e

December 9th.

Carera, Vene::.uela.

(night ti.Jlle)

The Flores-GoMeZ encounter.
It was night and Lorenzo Flores and Jesus Gomez were hunting in the darkness near the tO\-ln of Carera. The young men made their tvav to the Trans.<mdian High,.,.ay and once there saw some lights "'hich at first they believed
was auto traffic. ilalkmg closer, Flores and Gomez tvere a.P~azed to see that
the lights were coming from a b1g object hovering in the air next to the
road, an object tvhich resemblerl. a giant clam(two washbowls rim-to-rim some
nine feet in diaMeter). FroM the batt~ of the object spurted flames. ~ven
more amazing, hO\<.'ever, was ~>hen four small figures scrambled out of the UFO
and approached Gomez. The figures tvere four "little men" about three feet

.lit
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tall. These "men" grabbed Gomez and pulled him toward t!l.eir ship. Flores
would have aided his buddy by shooting the kidnappers but his shotgun was unloaded so he swung wildly trying to club the creatures. The first blow to
hit home made solid contact, landing on a surface so hard the gunstock broke
(See "fight lo/ith a saucer dwarf November 28th). Neither of the youths could
recall any facial features on the creatures but did re~ember the beings'
great strength and abundant body hair.
In the Coral Lorenzen account of the incident, it is implied that a passing motorist took Gomez and Flores to the police and that the roughed-up appearance of the two youths testified to the truth Q£ their claims. Gomez
and Flores had tom clothes and were suffering from cuts and abrasions. The
police said the two young men 1vere a~ost hysteria! when they entered the
Station House so a doctor and a psychiatrist examined both Flores and Gomez.
No physical or mental illness Has appaprent. After an interogation, the. lawmen went to the site of the supposed encounter and conducted a search. The
police found "signs of a fight" but nothing to prove the existence of the
mysterious "little men."
The Caracas representative of Coral Lorenzen group(.~RO) expressed his belief in the story since Flores and Gomez were so poor the deliberate breaking
of a very valuable shotgun 1vas unthinkable. 137.
December lOth. El Tigre, Venezuela. (no time known)
\'ihen a formation of "turtle-shaped" UFOs sped south to north over El Tigre,
an American petroleum engineer spotted the objects and snapped a picture. The
authorities examined the prints which were widely distributed and discussed in
Venezuela but were never published. 138.
December lOth. Floresta, Venezuela. (6:30p.m.)
About 24 hours after the Flores-Gomez "fight with a ~lartian," a Caraca doctor was driving his father home and while crossing the intersection of La Carleta Airdrome Street and Francisco de Miranda Avenue, his at tent ion was directed to the side of the road. His father had seen something and had pointed
it out. The sight 1;as so curious the doctor pulled over to watch. Interviaved later bv the oress with his identitv withheld(the doct0r was well known),
the doctor· said he and his father spotted two "little men'' running near the
road anti then duck into some shrubbery. ~foments later a glowing saucer-like
craft rose from behind the same shrubbery and zoo!'led away at great speed. 139.
U.S. Studying Photos. (See newsclipping)
"Propaganda balloons." (See BUJE BOOK document)
December 11th. Linha Bela Vista, Braz.il. (5:00 p.m.)
"Chicken abduction?"
According to a story told by a Brazilian farmer by the name of Pedro
~torais, a chicken became excited and made such a fuss he went to investigate.
He found the cause of all the squawking was a hovering UFO, a round craft
with a polished brass-like undersurface. A noise, like that !'lade by a sewing
machine, could be heard. The ''pilots" of the UFO had already left their ship
and 1vere busy exaJ'!lining fanner ~lorais' vegetable crop. These "pilots," said
~lora is, were short figures encased in "yellow-colored sacks" that obscured
their faces. A tomato caught the eye of one of the creatures who knelt down
and picked it '''nle his compan1on, more alert, noticed the fanner observing
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Perugia--The Jrafl1 11 t1y1.ng saucers'' .lately seen by people in Umbria have
turned out to be balloons filled with propaganda leanet~t•
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Toda::r· canb~ieri seized Many s11c:h ball.oons arolll'l.d ·and in take Trasimeno,
Umbria. ·The balloons contained thousands or anti-comunist propaganda
lea nets ttr_i tten in Hungarian. tt• is ·believed t.hat the adverse nather
conditions in the•past few days caused these balloons to fall on Umbrian
sOil--balloons which people. mistakenly t~ught nre "nYi:cig satlcers."
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them. Apparently upset by being discovered, the "pilots" approached Morais to
wave him away. The two "pilots" then boarded their ship and zoomed out of
sight. The gr01md was too hard for any footprints. A final note: the chicken
that had s01mded the alann was missing. 140.
The reader may have noticed that fanner Pedro Morais IIILISt have lived close
to fanner Olrniro da Costa e Rosa who claimed an alien encounter two days before on December 9th. Actually the fanners lived within a ~ mile of each
other but a UFO investigator that checked on both stories claims the two men
did not know each other and were not cognizant of the other's supposed experience. 141. can we believe that?
''Weird fonn of spacecraft from another world."
On December 11th the latest issue of the English magazine Every~'s
,
Weekly appeared on the newsstands carrying the story of the encounter bet.ween
tnelrritish OVerseas Airways Centaurus and a strange phenomenon in the sky
over Labrador back on Jl.Ule 29, 1954. Centaurus Captain James Howard was
quoted as saying:
"It was a solid thing. I'm sure of that, maneuverable and controlled intelligently --a sort of base ship linked somehow with
those smaller attendant satellites. There is no rational explanation --except on the basis of spaceships and flying saucers. On
that basis it IIILISt have been some weird form of spacecraft from
another world. If so, then aqother world was watching the Centaurus
as it flew over Labrador that night in June --watching, waitmg maybe.
For what? One day we shall know and that day, I'm sure, will be quite
important for man. I hope I'm here to see it." 142.
"Stay 'away!

We've got enought trouble!"

t

Try Flying Saucers
Somewhere But Iran

(See newsclipping)

l

ling ob!eeta are some kind ot
new secret weapon being tried I
aut by various countries. If thtsl
LS so. th.en we say: Try your
TEHRAN IA'l - Reports otlweaporu wherever you please ~
"Fiymg Saucers" m and near 1but keep out at Asia tn general1 11
Iran's capital brought thLS pleat and Iran •n particular. Please! •
from Teh.ran's EnglLSh·language 1We've got enough troubles al- ,
·Teh.ran Journal:
. ready"
'One vennon JS that the fly.i ·
-----

December 12th.
Dallas, Texas.

(2000 CST)

A dark blob emitting a blue exhaust was seen traveling at terrific speed
over Dallas, Texas, the evening of Oecember 12th. There was not IIlLich to
this UFO report,but the witnesses that made the report are interesting as
was the Air Force''!; reaction to these witnesses. 143. (See RUlE BOOK,docurnent)
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"Little man in white suit?"'

(See newsclipping)

!Flying Saucer
;Lands Little Man
'In Whjtl: (\ui(_.
'
~' .....r
f-,d (

,")

-

LOS ~ S "iUPl::._A Los!
Angeles man reponed seemg a!.
flymg saucer land in MacArthur 1
park and "a llttle man m a 1 I
wh1te suit get out.••
1'
I A truck then came and carted! 1
. away both the saucer and the 1
1
tntle man. the observer said. 1
1
, He would have gotten the!
truck's license number. he sa1d.
1
except that the log closed m and
, he couldn't see anymore.
,
; The witness refused to glvel
obls name "beca..- everybody!
1would thmk I was .crazy "

I
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December 13th. Gricignano di Aversa, Italy.
Another abduction?
For 48 hours a peasant that lived near Naples was no where to be found. It
harl rained during that 48 hours but the weather seems not to have caused the
disappearance of the Italian. The middle~aged fellow finally turned up on
December 13, 1954 and told his son a couple of individuals kidnapped him and
kept him walking the whole time. The individuals were dressed oddly, "like
the rainbm'l'," he said. He also said he had experienced a strange sensation
of weightlessness, or a feeling of flying. The son did not know what to make
of his father's story but did notice the dry condition of his father's clothes
in spite of the wet weather.
The "kidnapping" had a bad effect on the peasant who feared he would be
abducted again, and acted wild and confused. An account of this strange story
appeared in the ~aples press on December 13, 1954. 144.
"United world effort."
Between December lOth to 14th UFO excitement crested in Venezuela and
Brazil. The Brazilian Air Force went so far as to make a public appeal to the
nations of the liorld to band together to study the UFO problem. The leading
spokesman for the call for an united effort was Brazilian Colonel Joao Adil
Oliveiera. With official UFO briefings given extensive coverage by the press,
public excitement was assured. 145.
December 15th.
"Nysterious airplane."

rji;.(~--7f
\TI TRIBUNE, WEDNESDAY EVENING. DEC

Phenomenon Causes Hunt!!

1

~~~.'~~!s~~~~~~~irh!~~~!u~h~a:::~

tan and Air Force authonties today bc:t found that no maJor atrcralt ~
was rniSstng. Other factors t b a tl
olamed a mystenous and st 1 11 helped determine the "lost plane · ·
unexplallled atmosphenc pbeno.me- was not an 1urcraft was that few·~
non whtch put all IUl'llOrts m £as~ planes would have been able to:
em Massachuserts on a l().bour stay aloft for that length of ttme• •
alert tr'ylng to pmpotnt a plane be- and that a ptlat would not ba\·ei11
ueved Ill trouh\e over the Lowell kept CI'IIIS!ng tn the same ctrcle, 1
area.
II "ll.S callers reported to pohce. 1f.;
Police SWtlchboaTd.!: in Lo"·e 1
H
and neulhborlllg commuruues were!
Jammed wrth calls about a "bu~:tl
plane·• that was cll'chng O\ er· r
head
r
Rnd10 attempts to contact I h e t
"lost plane" failed.
'
1
Of!lctals at Hanscom Air Force' r
Base contacted mtlitary and cwd· 1

.

f

Edinburgh's balloons.

(See newsclipping)

December 15th.
Tegucigalpa, !-1onduras.
It was reported:
" ... the Honduras Air-Force reported that a_ large luminoas object flew
over the city of Tegucigapa that morning at an altitude of about 25,000
feet. The Air Force promptly broadcast the report over the radio. Hany
persons rushed to the streets to view the phenomenon.
"<Ale eye-witness described it as a 'glowing body of considerable size
which seemed to change shape slightly as it moved through space, giving
the impression it '"as made of or surrotmded by a gaseous substance." 146.
December 15th. Nowra Air fase, Australia.
"Pilot chased hy saucers."
Official word from 1'-lelbourne on December 15th told 'of a Royal ..Australian
Navy pilot named Lt. O'Farrell who had been followed by two "lights" as he
returned to Nowra Field. Lt. O'Farrell radioed Nowra control which confinned that three targets were being tracked at his reported position. By
executing course changes radioed by Nowra control, Lt. 0' Farrell's plane was
located exactly on ground radar scopes while the other two targets remained
a mystery. According to the Australia Stm-Herald, Lt. O'Farrell:" ... had reported that: the lights flashed past him spi.imlfigat a fantastic speed" 147.
Questioned after he landed, Lt. O'Farrell talked about the lights being
attached to some kind of material body, saying that whatever the objects
were, they had much better engines than his Seafury fighter. 148. The StmHerald noted:''The Navv had established that no other aircraft were in theareaat the time." 149. Furthermore, the Australian Navy Minister was
quoted as saying that whatever had chased or followed Lt. O'Farrell's fighter
were "objects tmknown." lSO.
The Sun-Herald carried a big headline on its front page:"NAVY FINDS SAI.J~
CERS O?-nDR ~-" \'lhat is so curious is that the Nowra incident took place
in September and was only being released to the public in mid-December. Perhaps Australian authorities were following the lead of the Brazilian government •to become open and serious about the UFO problem. Sweden, Yugoslavia,
Venezuela, France, Italy, Austria and England had made official remarks about
the mystery or had launched official investigations. Things had been quiet
in the United States as far as UFO activity but that didn't stop a reporter
from asking the President a pointed question on December 16th.
December 15th. Campo Grande, Brazil.
Another "occupant" case was reported on the 15th, this time at a location
in,Brazil's~'lato Grosso region.
The witness, who owned a house on the outskirts of Ca.nq:x> Grande, spotted a strange machine swooping down to a landing
next to a river. The landing was almost '-l mile away but the witness used a
telescopic sight taken from a rifle to examine the craft and some beings
that disembarked from it. The craft was a large sphere and three much
smaller ones. A single small sphere was in orbit arotmd the big one while
the rest were stationary on the tmderside of the main, or "parent" sphere.
The ball-like craft-floated about six feet above the riverbank, low
enough apparently to permit three midget-sized beings to desend to the
ground where they went to work gathering samples.
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At first some calcareous soil was scooped up and placed in a strange phosphorescent box, and then some more of the same material was sucked up by a
metallic tube device. This job was finished quickly and the little creatures
left the area in their craft.
Very curious, the witness checked the landing site and discovered a number
of square holes in the earth. 151.
December 15th.
Pres1dent Eisenhower.

(See newsclipping)

Thl! ~~ Yorl!. !ime~ comments.

(See newsclipping)

December 16th. San Carlos, Venezuela.
"Hairy-dwarf attack?"

(evening)

Three young men were driving home after dinner at a city restaurant and- as
they drove along one of the trio, a Jesus Paz, felt the call of nature and
asked the others to stop the car so he could relieve himself screened by some
shrubbery in the Hinistry of Agriculture Exposition Park. Paz climbed out of
the car and diappeared behind a bush. ~1oments later Paz's buddies were
startled by a scream. Instantly Paz's pals scrambled to the rescue and found
him sprawled on the ground motionless, at the same time they noticed a "hairy
dwarf" nmning away and climbing aboard a a disk-like craft that was floating
a few feet off the ground. Angry about the apparent attack on their friend,
one of the youths, Luis Mejia, a soldier in the Venezuelan.~. would have
shot the "little man" if had had a weapon but all he could do was throw some
stones which had no effect.
With a buzzing noise, the dwarf's ship zipped out of sight. With the
creature gone, )!ejia and the other youth rushed an unconscious Paz to a local
hospital. Authorities were impressed by frighten state of ~lej ia and the
other youth as well as the condition of Paz who was suffereing from shock and
three long scratches down one side of his body.
It was suggested that Paz surprised the "little man" and had fainted when
the creature lunged at him. 152.
December 16th.
"prophet of Doom."
Flying saucers from outer space fail to land and pending cataclysm never
takes place. (See newsclippings)
News commentator Frank Edwards discussed the recent Air Force handout,which
expressed the Air Force's supposed serious and cont inuning study of UFOs , with
his friend Donald Keyhoe. As Edwards saw it, the American !'JUblic continued to
be confused and hoodwinked by official policy. Keyhoe agreed. 153.
Decembe~ 17th. Sweden.
A symmetrical metallic sphere zoomed by an airliner while the passenger
plane was flying from ~talmo to Stckholm. 154.
December 18t~. Bersaillin, France. (5:00 p.m.)
A stretch of road near Bersaillim was brilliantly lit, causing a French
woodsman to think some sort of big .American auto was approaching. Instead he
saw that the source of the light was a dark ~ass about 70 yards away. The
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lke·Says Sauce.rs
Not From Space
WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 (lJPl
-Prellldent Eisenhower sa1d today
that an Alr Force off•caal told him
some t1me a10 that so-caUed flY·
tng saucers do not come from
outer space. ·
The Prelldent spoke in refponse
to a news conference question. He
did not. however. say whether he
thinks there are any such thtngll.
Or, tf so, where they do come
from.
The aub,lect of. flying saucers
came up after a long d!SCUSSlon of
defense plana and the world s1tua·
tlon.
A reporter said some European
~vernments
are IJIVestlgatutg
'quite senously" reports of flying
nucers. The U. S• .1\.lr Foree also
has been makmg a long study of
unexplamed phenomena.
The Pl'estdent also was reminded that a recent book quoted
some Air Force oftlcers as be·
ltevmg some of the reported
aaucers came from out of this
world.
CIDEF IS NATTY
Asked for his reaction, the
Pn!.s1dent. natty in a doublebreasted brown swt and matrhing
brown tie wtth small blue dota,
seemed a bit surpnsed at first.
He thought bnefly and. replied
that nothm~~: recently had come to
hint on the .subJect.
The last report he had on flying
saucers-he d1d not lillY just when
-wu from an Air Foree man
whom he trusted.
ThiS man. the President said,
told him 1t was completely inaccu·
rate to believe that the saucers
came from any oUter orbit or
planet.

Stockton (C.Iif.) RecorCI-Wednesday, Dec. I 5, 1954

I

The Air Foree aald recently that
dunng the fust nine moa~ of
thla year 254 slghtlnp of va.riollll
obJects were reported to Its Air
Technical Intelligence Center at
Wnght·Patterson Air Force Ba.se,
Davton, 0.
That compared with 429 reports
In 1953 and the peak figure of
1700 m 1952.
"lt has been determined that
over 80 per cent are explainable as
known obJects." an Air Force
.summary sllld.
SOMETIDNG ELSE
The experts usually find that
the obJects are balloons, al.l'craft,l'
astrononucal bodtes. atmospheric ,
retleetlons. or even birds.
'
The summary added:
''The Air Force would hke to
'state that no eVIdence has been
receiVed wh1ch wnuld lend to m·
dicate that the Umted States Ill
being observed hy marhlne• from
outer space or a foreign govem·
ment.
"No obJect or particle of an un·
known substance has been received and no photographs of detall have been produced. The
photographs on hand are. at beSt,
only large and small blobs of light,
which, m most cases. are expllunable.''

I

--------
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President Discounts
'Saucer' From Spact
a.
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Tht' f'ro>ll<k'nl ot tho Ulutf'd sta:f'!l
-or-thl•-•~u. tn. A.tr Fo..-~ hlld
tho Air For<"O v.•r• not lArt.!ul placod al 20 p.r .,.,nl th• numlwr ronft-mnc. •• at tt qu1unt1~· put ••th
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light becan'e more intense and the increase in brightness was accompanied by a
wave of heat. The light dimmed shortly thereafter. 155.
December 18th. "GRaJP DF.FIF.S IKE'S DENIAL."
leonard Stringfield, as head of the civilian UFO group CRIFO, was so upset
with President Eisenhower he penned a letter of rebuttal and mailed it to the
three major news services :UP ,AP, and INS. t1P' rejected Stringfiled outright.
The AP people hesitated to carry it, telling Stringfield they would have to
consult with their superiors in New York, a prudent l"llVe since those same
superiors vetoed the appearance of Stringfield's message on the newswire. INS
however picked up the rebuttal and sent it out to the nation on December 18th:
"GRa.JP DEFIES IKE'S DENIAL--The publisher of CRIFO Newsletter challenged
President Dwight Eisenhower's recent statement that there is no reason to
believe the phenomena (saucers) are from another planet. leonard Stringfield said in a letter to the President that the Air Force possesses ·
evidence supporting his belief the saucers are interplanetary vehicles.
Stringfield asked that the Air Force release this evidence which he said
consisted of films and the evaluation reports of these films. The publisher claimed .4Jr Force conclusions about t.lle saucers are so serious
that some officers have been threaten with court martial if they talk too
freely ... " 156.
This rebuttal to the President drew a blast fran Robert Crater of the
Scripps-Howard, a reporter based in Washington D.C. Crater made ftm of saucer
researcher Hax Hiller, Jim Moseley and ~1eade Layne, but saved his biggest abasing for Stringfield who Crater characterized as:" ... all worked up." 157.
DeceMber 19th.
The New York Times COill'flents again.

(See newsclippings)

December 19th. St. louis, Hissouri.
"Orange meteor?'' (See BIDE BOOK document)
December 19th. Tavirona, Spain. (no time known)
A circular object was seen resting on the ground near the town of Tavirona
by aM. Moral Bernal and J. Riguelme Camach. The men tried to approach the
object but when they got within SO meters the thing zoomed away, noisely, on a
course that took it in the direction of Portugal. 158.
December 19th. Vienna, Austria. (no time known)
Strange objects were seen in the sky over Austria's capital on the 19th. The
Vienna police took seriously reports of unidentified flying objects moving at
great speed. 159.
December 19th. Valcencia, Venezuela. (about 11:00 p.m.)
"Hairy little men collect rocks."
The Commissioner of Criminal Investigations for the city of Valcencia, Senor
Lopez Ayara, was manning his desk at the police station when he was confronted
with a terrified, shirtless, teenager early in the morning of the 19th. The
terrified youth, Jose Parra, clamed down enough to finally to tell his story.
Parra said he had been jogging along a nearby highway when he encountered a
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AIR FORCE REMAINS CALM
WHILE THE 'SAUCERS' FLY
It Doesn't Want to Discourage Pe.ople Who
Might Some Day Spot a Missile

W ASH~t:i'O!>:
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!'rc..clcnt Eu:cnlto-.•cr lut a popu.
i&r cleluSinn nght tn the ~<>l•lr
pi~J<us thh 1uck wllon he aal<.l
n~·tnr aaucen do not come from
outer 1pacc.
DIIIJ;ent lnqu1ry at Aar Force
Headquarteu. the source of the
l'realdent s kno" It'll&;•. Jeaas .to
the COntiU~IOII that the talk
about fl:>1ng .saucera Is one ot
thoH deiU11on.' thll.t from lime to
lime sweep the populu mtnd.
upeclally 111 tU'IItl of lln"<a,
For a number ot reaJtOn..t how·

ever. ntlt.hfr th« Air

Fo~e

nor

other Go\ernmf'nt ageftciel ....,u
ortictally take the po••uon tho.t
fly1ng o.aucers do Mt exi.St.
The Air Force IS not mak1ng
flying aau<ert IIIC!It nor does It
t..lle"e &ny o111er nal>on po•·
"*Uf'Sthem But It does not""'""·
to ducourage people trom reporting obteeu they ..,.. In the
aky, AJI one apok ..nut.n put lt.

you never can teU •·hen one ot
theae reports might tum out to
boo tiM! llfhllnr of a RUPI&n &~r•
plane or CUided mu11ule. Then. of
courae, aomtbody 11 likely to d..
\'elop a jot afr<:ratt Ul&t Will be
dlllk·abaped.
One lllln(, thoulfh. tile Air
Force would like to clear up
That Ia lila Idea In the mindS of
a lot ot people tbat Its mluton
It to determine whether liCe
niota on Mara or other planets.

By ASniOSY LE\"'ERO
S;.ctU 13

I

fM to.-. '"" T\JML

'Unlde~~Ufled

Balloo11" Are Culprtt'l

Olljeda'
Ill. the matter ot "unldentltled

t:pon an&l}'Jll of 1'1• roports
tba Air Force llu round Ul&t 20
30 per rent or th.-m ,. ere urt•
to
atn• ftylnr aa.ucera. the l'Upon·
llbiUIJ' of the Air Forca b oolely fled q ballooM. Balloons as
large u lOO feel In c••cumtn•nce
to 4el.<mnlne It anythlnr mov11\g
U'OWid Ia the upper &lr Ia a men· are sent up ov the Navy and otll·
tr
Covemment units for sct•ntlflc
act to • t.l1e VIII ted Stat11. So
tar ~~ct-1171Jtr uuea- report- hu- · porpoH. Moot 111ghlln1;a are 1'1!·
produced el14111e. or neb a ported at du.k, a lime wh•n a
1balloon ma v boo at an altitude of
aaeuce.
1
8lptlftp ot &U"ff'd ft)'lnr 20 000 to 30.000 feet and glow·
Europeans 111 a till• 'tngly '1alltlo, for the 1un 1 rl\·a
q DOW. Ia t111a country 1.700 ue atlll reflected tll~re at dusk
Somt of the otghun~s h&\0
ll(lst!Dp wen~ ,..,ported to the Air
Foi"C<< Ia lNZ. but
number proved to be natural utronomt·
4ropped to •:t In 1t53 .,.d %54 In cal phenomena. Th• Air f'on•
UJI tl.nt llinol IDOilUl& at Ill!& year. from Ume to lime h•s pl&<•oi u·
n. od&'htbtra ""',. trom eobn' t ronomera under conftdenllal con·
reports of ,..., ftytnr ob!~ta tbat tre~t to a.naly"" oome atght>ngo.
The Air Force Ia eome"-h&t aad
\rov• to b.t oometi!Jng •be boo•
llldu u.ucen-mostlv -•Uier o-.·er t.be douna ot tl)~tng aau~~r
balloo1111-to rantaaUc&Uy welnt clubs lit \'artoua part& ot llle coun·
try lll&t Ill..~• no tallh In the Air
stol"'eo. some of th~m Ob\'\ously
Force. A ~pok ..m.t.n eald theJf
from troubled monde.
duk llad the attitude that the
One ptr:son rece:uJv rtporled to
Air
Force ,.•.._ holding out on
the A•r Force that Pruuter.t El·
them a.~d 10 they are seeku.g the
xnho\ll:er had been maktng ucrct
trutll of the fl>·ln~; 11uctr pile•
trtpo to the duerta of :::ew .Uta·
nomen& thtm!llelve'
The Air
teo and Anton& to confer Mt.h
Foree man pointed out that 11
emLnartu from liars "'ho had
fl)'>nl\
..
urera
were
real
It would
a.rrtved. oC course, In llytn&'
bo more 1.1\an happy to make
saucers.
apottln(
them
a
part
ot Ill
Then there v.~u a )"OUn( woman
Ground ObYrver Corps prov&m
Who wrote fl'tlm the ~•therland5
.,.d tllu.s ret tbe: cooperation ot
that the flving t&UCf'fl came !rom
all <lt!Rna
Hea,en. She nld thalli the Air
The result of aU tht1r reaearch
Force would brln~ her bore. ller
II
llle condualon Ul&t 8 to 20
brother would m~t•rtallta 1n a
per cent ot tht IIChtlnc• urn
golden aaucer and explain tile
month latlc eutflclent data for
pllenomona.
clear tvaluatlon. but the rflt
tum out to k "klloon.a, aJrcraltutronomlral l>odt ... atmoJp!M,
reneeuona .,.d bit¢t."
objecti.M .... the Air Fon:e d&&·

__.. ba••
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Those Saucers
At the U. S. Aar Tn:r!h~:rnr~
Tecllnaca.l Center an V• \'ton Ohan, a
·~1&1 proJ•rt kno" n •• "Slue
Book." or "t:ntd~ntahtd Fh
Ob•
jec:t Program .. has b('('n ••t ur·und~r prr .. aurr Thr rrf'~ur,. rnmr:!l
from U S. rataz•na "·hn •tall an.,~t

'"I:

lh~y IH n\,n,::- 1.t11rrr111
''Bill<"
Book'a'• mlaAton IS to tr\· 111 ftnd out

Q • • • I •·ondrr at \'nu rould
1•11 us If our authnntar< rrRII\· d.,
rus~t I thot th~ n\lr.j:' ObJrrt•

come from out or •r•rr I·
A. • • • A mAn "hnm hf' t nl'l·
Pd from th• Aar Fo" • had .. ,1
tl\at, u fAr aa he knr'-' rl "Rl
complrtrly 1narr11rAtf tn MhP\ r

what It I• thf)''re artuRil\' """'~!:'
Over the r""t t"'" \'t>r• thf ftll'n·
tier of aaucer report• hA• ohltrrl\' liP·
that lht)' camr from arw outs1t1P
planet or othor rlart
<lined In thr t'nated Sta\lrl • nm·
When do thrr comr II on1 • "Blue
.P•~ With l9~2 "h•n aau• •rs """
"'hiUing all 0\0r th• rl~·· Ra:t Book • &&)'I thP)' com• mo•tly from
rt<ently th•r• h~• bt'rn a ra•h nf the mand • ey•-•thor pure hallu·
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dozen ''hairy little men" gathering large rocks and putting therrt into a hoverPara turned to flee but was suddenly frozen to the
ing disk-shaped ship.
spot when one of the dwarfs shot him with a violet-colored ray. As Para remained fixed in place, too'paralyzed to move, the diminutive figures boarded
their saucer-like craft and travelled out of sight.
Police detectives were despatched to the site of the supposed incident,
where the highway passed a cement factory, but found nothing as ide from some
marks on the ground that defied indentification. 160.
Giving some credence to Para's story was a report from a Valencia hospital
that suggested something very strange was in the vicinity that night. About
midnight at the Barbula Sanitorium for Tuberculars an employee peeked.out
a window and observed something floating in the air close to the ground. The
thing glowed brightly and was the shape of a disk. Not wanting to cause any
consternation among the patients, the employee did not raise the alarm.
Later, at about 3:15a.m. (December 20th)another hospital employee spotted
what must had been the same object, hovering a few feet from the ground. The
witness attempted to approach the object but it moved away. 161.
Lorenzen and Keyhoe.
APRO' s Coral Lorenzen accepted the "little men" stories, taking them at
face value. Donald Keyhoe, however, was more restrained. Keyhoe wrote:"Before the Venezuelan dwarf reports there had been very little similarity between any of the 'creature' stories. Host of them were such obvious fakes
they were not even worth considering. Some of the Venezuelan reports also
had a suspicious sound .•.. The existence of these hairy dwarfs was hard for
me to accept •.• " 162.
AVIATION WEEK, Docembe< 20, 19$4
December 20th.
"Fiving ~ucer'' project at A. V. Roe
'C.mad4's Toronto pl4nt h.ts been aban·
A.V. Roe "saucer plane" lives!
'doned b\' the C.m.1d~m gmemment,
but the compan1· plans to contmue lis
research on the a•rcrnft-dcscnbcd :u
"mal shaped 1\lth e'\hau~t ptpes."
.\mount spent so far h1 the gO\em·
l]ten! a!l.d Au.f.? S·i,?. !]Hihon.

December 20th. Uruguay.
According to our source:''Three Uruguayan towns report round, brilliant
objects going south at great speed. The towns are miles apart." 163.
Life l!lllgazine criticized:.
Two letters to the editor printed in life's Dece~er 20th issue discussed
the magazine's recent "Astral Intruders ln"Ttaly" article, both being critical of the treatment given the story. cne letterwriter admitted he could not
figure out the editor's true attitude toward the material. He also wanted to
know if Life had made any attempt to verify the fantastic accounts. The other
letter wr-rfer expressed astonishment that Life's treatMent was so brief, apparently rationing the data to the readershii):--f64.
December 20th. Campinas, Brazil.
"Silvery rain?''
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The afternoon of December 19th there were sightings of mysterious objects
skinrning the housetops of Campinas, Brazil. Details of these sightings are
not available and it is only something that took place the following afternoon that provided a memorable event, the supposed "fall of silvery rain."
This supposed event in Campinas receivt-d coverage in the Rio de Janeiro newspaper Q Gl~~ written by retired professor Benedito G. Nascimento:
"Ten days ago, when a few flying saucers were seen flying over the
town, a lady to whom I am acquainted invited me to pay her a visit.
She told me she had something very important to show me. She told me
then that she was in her backyard when she noticed three flying
saucers in the sky. Qle of the objects, rotmd, gray, spinning incessantly dove over her backyard illuminating it intensely; at the
same time the saucer dropped something like a silvery rain. After
a few minutes my friend went to the place where the 'rain' ~ad
fallen and fOtmd something shining. She bent to catch it lmt retrieved her hand because the heat was too strong. Then she asked me
to pay her a visit." 165.
Professor Nasimento continued:
"I went to the offices of 0 Correio Popular, whence accompanied by a
reporter I delivered the matenaf-fo aclleiiirst for examination. I
have written for 0 Correio Ponular a few articles denying the
existence of the so:cafiei! n)rmg aiscs; later on, however, I was
lucky enough to see one of these objects flying over Campinas; then
I confessed my error in another article in the same newspaper. I
have no doubts that the silvery rain seen by my friend was really
originated by one of these saucers." 166.
A Brazilian UFO group that published the UFO Critical ]Ulletin pressed
professor Nascimento to question ''Mrs. G.O."more closely. The mtenriew
produced some differences from the original accotmt:
"0. Did you really see the UFOs?
A. Yes.
Q. How many?
A. Three.
~· Were they spinning?
A. Yes, like a record.
Q. PLease, state hour, day, month and year.
A. I Don't remember. At the time I attached no importance to the
event, but I recalled that the event took place in the morning,
when I was in my poultry-yard.
0. At what altitude were the UFOs?
A. I don't know. I don't tmderstand about such things, but I remember I saw those objects perfectly .
.0. Did the UFOs drop anything when you were looking at them?
A. Not when I was looking at them. But just after their passage
some bits like metal fell near my feet and I am sure that they
came from space(sic) because my house is high(sic) and surrounded by high walls.
Q. Please, describe the material.
A. It was like liquefied tin when it fell near me, but soon after
it solidified. It was quite hot and I only touched it some
time later.
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Q. Please, describe the UFO's shape.
A. The upper part looked like a hat, but the lower part discshaped and flat like a record and spinning like a record on
a phonograph. The three objects crossed noiselessly over my
house and did not leave any smoke or trail." 167.

An account of the incident had first appeared in the local newspaper, the
0 Correio ~ular, after a discussion between professor Nascimento, Mrs. "G.
ll'. n-ailaa reporter for the paper, Danton Gomes. In the days following the
appearance of the story, the people of Campinos sent Gomes bits of solderlike material picked up from roof tops and yards. Some 30 ='ieces made up
this collection(leaving in doubt the authenticity of the samples collected
since it was done without any supervision}. It was the reporter Gomes who
coined the expression "silvery rain."
Dr. Visvaldo Maffei's analysis.
Gomes and Dr. Nascimento contacted a chemist, Dr. Visvaldo f..faffei, at the
Young Laboratories in Sao Paulo and asked him to do a spectrographic examination of the mystery metal. Dr. Maffei agreed, and when he did, he was jolted by the results. His test showed that the material was 88.9U tin and
11.09% oxidation(caused by atmosphere contact), in other words the sample was
100% pure, there was no infinitesimal traces of impurities like those found
in the best laboratory samples. 168.
On the 23rd a reporter for the Rio newspaper 0 Globo interviewed professor
Nascimento and obtained the full story about the.,,sJ.lver rain" and the sensational test results. Soon the news appeared in newspapers all over Brazil.
The Chief of Staff, Brazilian Air Defense Comnand, General E.M. Zonaer,
immetiately ordered an emissary to Campinas to get some of the metal for an
official analysis, which when finally conducted, was kept secret. 169.
The Nathan Meltz analysis.
In the mid-1950s Dr. Charles A. Maney of Defiance College in the United
States arranged for a colleage, professor Nathan Meltz of the school's Department of Chemistry, to do another test of the material.
Four different tests were run by Dr. Meltz whose speciality was the an~
alysis of metal. They were :the Rhodamin test, the Pyridine test, the Pyragallol test, and a c0111110n test using a silver coin and a hydrochloric acid
solution. No iP!purities were found(the ilsual impurities found in samples
were lead, antimony, and iron). Professor ~feltz also discovered that the
density of the material was 10.3 times that of water, a density much higher
than that of nonnal tin which is 7 .3. 170.
Further tests over the years by Oak Ridge scientists and an official of
Civilian Saucer Intelligence, New York, who was a chemist, Lex Mebane, determined that the metal was CO!mlon solder. This contradiction with the test
results of Dr. Maffei could not be cleared up since it was not certain the
later tests were conducted on the actual metal from the saucer or just some
bits of stray metal picked up at random by the citizens of Campinas. 171.
At the same time the "silver rain" story was making headlines in Rio, the
writings of Brazilian UFO expert Dr. Olaves Fontes appeared in the same
newspapers. Over a period of three days(December 22-24th) Fontes' series of
articles titled:''\te Have Visitors From Outer Space" excited the readership.
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December 21st. Miami, Florida.

(2:00p.m.)

Employees of the Miami International Airport spotted a pair of strange objects circling over the city at 2:00p.m. They phoned a local 1V station and
an engineer named Norman Bean took the call. Bean grabbed some binoculars
and ran up the stairs that led to the roof of the station. The 1V engineer
reached the top of the·.building in time to see a mysterious object zoom by at
a speed he guessed was "thousands of miles per hour."
Later that evening, at 7:30 p.m.,Norbert F. Gariety,and many others in the
city of Miami saw a huge meteor-like body cross the sky. Gariety wrote later:
"Since that day, Unidentified Flying Objects have become a part of my
way of life.- Collecting data, interviewing eyewitnesses from all walks
of life, and public lectures on the topic have become routine. Even
when vacationing, UFOs do not take a backseat(Gariety would eventually
edit and publish one of the best UFO newsletters ever to see print)."
172.
December 22th. "Solar Cross."
People didn't learn much from the Mrs. Keech fiasco. The day after Mrs.
Keech's followers learned she was a false prophet(nothing having occurred on
the 21st as predicted), a Solar Cross organization was founded by a Mr. Dick
Miller that maintained itself for 24 years on a series of supposed communications with mankind's so-called "friends upstairs." Miller was the former
leader of the Detroit Flying Saucer Club's "Afllateur Radio Monitor Grotip,"
and who had faked, according to Randall Cox, a· radio message from the socalled "space brothers." 173.
December 23rd. Nogales, Arizona.
Cat and Mouse game.
The interrogation of 1st Lt. Kenneth G. Hite of the 15th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron, pilot of a F-86D, resulted in the following testimony:
"I was airborne at 24/0SIOZ on a local Combat Air Patrol mission.
After climbing to an altitude of 15,000 feet at an indicated speed
of 350 knots, I vectored to a heading of 160 degrees toward Nogales,
Arizona, under GCI control of the 684th AC&W Squadron("Sniper" locat •
ed at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base.
"At 24/0519Z I sighted an unidentified flying objects approximately
10 to 20 nautical miles northeast of Nogales. Since I was 30 to 40
nautical miles northwest of Nogales, the unidentified object was
sighted from my eleven o'clock position and appeared to be 5 to
10,000 feet above me, heading on a 180 degree vector.
"Contact and Judy was accomplished when unidentified object was
over Nogales and approximately ten miles ahead of me.
"Radar look was broken not more than five seconds after Judy and
at no time afterward was I able to re-establish radar contact. At
this time the unidentified object was moving away from me on a 180
degree heading.
"I chased the unidentified object until I reached E.JI<B0315 at an
altitude of 28,000 feet and an indicated speed of 350 knots.
"I returned to Nogales and then on an easterly heading toward
Douglas, Arizona, at an altitude of 20,000 feet and an indicated speed
of 375 knots.
"At this time I was visually monitoring the unidentified object. It
paralleled my course at a distance of twenty nautical miles on my
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three o'clock position and maintained an altitude of approximately 5
to 10,000 feet above me. When I reached EJLB0521, the tmidentified
object was on my two o'clock high position.
"I turned south over Douglas and again gave chase. The tmidentified
object was then on my twelve o'clock high position, also on a southerly heading, and moving away from me.
·~en it became apparent that I could not close in on the unidentified object, I returned to Douglas, Arizona.
"During the chase described in paragraphs above , I not iced a group
of dots on my scope while I was in manual control. There is a
possibility that these dots could have been an interference pattern
or grotmd clutter return.
'1When I reached Douglas, I took a westly heading toward Nogales.
Again the tmidentified object paralleled my course at a distance of
twenty nautical miles on my nine o'clock position and maintained an
altitude of approximately 5 to 10,000 feet above me.
"At Nogales I turned south and again chased the tmidentified
·~en I reached the approximate plotted position of EJKB0903, I was
forced to break off the chase because of low fuel status.
"I then proceeded back to Davis-Monthan AFB without furt~er incident.
Arrival was accomplished at 24/0600Z.
"All that was ever distinquished of the tmidentified object was a
hazy glow of red and green flashes with a stronger red flash occurring
approximately every third interval.
, ·~e unidentified object seemed to remain 5 to 10,000 feet above me
throughout the incident. My altitude varied from 15,000 to 28,000
feet. 174.
Comments on the report indicate special concern. Intelligence Officer
Captain L. Dewees wrote:
·~e primary Intelligence interest in this report, and any other reports of similar nature, lies in the obvious weakness of present detection and interception capabilities along the southern U.S. international border. The possibility, however remote, of ferret or snooper
flights of potentially tmfriendly aircraft from areas south of the border should not be discatmted completely." 175.
UFOs and Hollywood.
A mysterious "sphere of light" \ooerlt through a series of maneuvers one night
in August 1952 in the sky over California. Far below two men watched with
fasination. One man was Clarence Greene, a movie producer who was "indelibly
impressed" by the UFO show. The following afternoon Greene shared his experience with business partner Russell Rouse. The newspapers were full of UFI') reports that sUIIIller and much of the commentary by editors consisted of ridicule
whic~ outraged Greene who had seen something with his own eyes.
He got the
idea of producing a serious film documentary about the UFO mystery and by 1954
he had started to gather material and arrange interviews. AI Chop, former
Pentagon Press Information Specialist, was one of the first people approached
since he had moved to the West Coast after he had left government service. At
first Chop had his doubts anyone from Hollywood could do an unbiased film but
in time Greene and Rouse won him over. 176. By the '!'linter of 1954 work on
the documentary was well advanced.
Christmas Day. Cape Province, South Mrica.
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A cigar-shaped object producing a heavy vapor trail was to have been photographed. 177.
December 26th. Onerahi, New Zealand.
According to the Dunedin.Evening Star perrsons living in the COIIII!llmity of
Onerahi, which is close to the city of"Wh.anprei, watched three strange luminous bodies in the sky for about 45 minutes. <Zle of the UFOs was nruch closer
to the witnesses than the other two and that was probably the reason it was
the brightest of the trio. An intennitten flashing from this UFO suggested
that it was spinning. Clouds occasionally lightly veiled the UFO as it hovered in the air casting a glow that reflected off the waters of Whangarei Harbour. The two other UFOs were reddish in color and shifted about nruch more
than their brighter companion. 178.
·
December 27th. Cobalt, <Zltario, Canada.
"Got to get out of here before it gets me."
Willis St. Jean was on duty as a watchman at the Agaunica Cobalt mine
8:30p.m. the evening of December 27th. The mine was shut down for the holidays and St. Jean was making his rounds uneventfully ,alert for fire or
prowlers, walking from the building that housed the hoistroom to the miner's
dressing shack about 70 feet away and at a higher elevation. Passing between
buildings, St. Jean spent some time outdoors in the cold clear air where suddenly night became day as a brilliant light lit up the whole area. Startled
St. Jean glanced upward at the source of the light which turned out to be a
circular mass "7-8 times the size of a house," from the center of which a
bright shaft of light was being directed downward.
The bitt round mass itself was a sh.imnering, silvery-blue hue.
Terrified at the luminous specter in the heavens only about 150 feet above
his head and its errie brilliant beam aimed in his direction, St. Jean got
in his car:"To get out of there before it got me." 179.
Feeling more secure after climbing into his car, St. Jean curiosity replaced his fear as he sat there waiting for something to happen and nothing
did. Finally the UFO rose higher and moved in the direction of the nearby
body of water, Lake Tuniskaming. The UFO moved in a most extraordinary
fashion, a sort of gyration, or a:" ••. continuous series of e' s." 180. This
perfonnace ended after a short distance and the UFO then gained more altitude
by flying in an upward 30 degree slant until it reached a point directly
above an island where it parked itself, a motionless blob in the black sky.
Excited by the phenomena, St. Jean rushed back into the mine building to
place a phone call to a reporter for the North ~laify ~get, John Hunt.
Fortunately Hunt was available to take theml an qu1ckiy learned of the
goings-on at the Cobalt mine. Since he wasn't that far away(3 miles), Hunt
jumped into the newspaper's truck and drove madly toward the scene of the UFO
manifestation, reaching St. Jean in time to see for himself the UFO as it began,to move again as it climbed quickly to an estimated 10,000 feet where it
appeared to the naked eye the size of a U.S. quarter if held at ann's length.
The UFO then began a series of 10 back and forth runs :west to east, east to
west; changing shape and momentarily disappearing during the turns as if
"banking," The UFO then resumed hovering. The ~get reporter tried to get
a response from the UFO by waving a flashlight. 111ere was no response.
There was something that Hunt apparently missed. St. Jean claimed there
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were 10 tmexplained lights on the surface of Lake Timiskaming. Taking a look
for himself Hunt could see only one such light and determined that any connection with the UFO would be guesswork.
Meanwhile, the UFO remained still, unmoving high in the dark sky, just a
point of light. More people arrived at the mine by this time and they all
watched the point of light for a hour before it vanished at 10:45 p.m. 181.
The editor of the civilian publication Saucerian, the Aonerican Gray
Barker,felt satisfaction when the Cobalt report-crossed his desk. He expressed the hope the saucers had ended their European vacation after:" ••.
enjoying the sights of Paris, southern France, and the balmy climate o.f
Italy." 182.
December 28th. Chipewa Falls, Wisconsin. (night time}
"Red baseball."
Motoring down a highway that ran past Oripewa Falls, Wisconsin, the evening
of December 28th, three people were about to have a UFO experience literally
"out of the blue" if it had been bright daylight. Something red-colored,moving so fast details could not be descerned save for the thing's apparent size
and shape, like a "baseball," the witnesses said. The thing zoomed out of the
sky and headed straight for the speeding auto, hitting the radio attenna and
then the chrome strip above the window near the driver. The impact produced
a loud metallic clang that suggested metal colliding with metal, the ''baseball" then speeding away into the darkness. The fact that the object flew
away proved that the object was a powered and not a falling body. 183.
December 29th. San Diego, California. (daytime)
Saucer scoffer converted.
Earl Bolen claimed to be a UFO skeptic tmtil December 29, 1954, when he
saw something himself. To his great disappointment he had no camera at the
time(he was a Navy photographer stationed at the Underwater Demolition School
of the ftrnphibious Base in Coronado). It was broad daylight md there wasn't
a cloud in the sky which was perfect conditions for picture taking.
lDoking skyward, Bolen watched a B-47 jet bomber pass over at 20,000 feet
clearly visible to anyone interested. To Bolen's great surprise, a "round,
silvery thing" came along and passed beneath the bomber. This object was
quickly joined by another object that was similar in appearance. Having
joined up, the two objects hovered, or seemed to have hovered, for a moment
before Bolen lost visible contact. 184.
December 29th. Bru, France. (9:00 p.m.)
A mysterious red-glowing, oval, mass was seen by a Frenchman by the name
of M. Gamba. When first spotted, the crimson body on the grotmd about 40
yards away and unmoving, so M. Gamba walked toward it to get a better look.
As he drew near, a strange paralysis stopped him in his tracks. This immovability was temporary, and when M. Gamba regained enough feeling, he ran
to get other witnesses, returning to the scene minutes later. The UFO was
still there, but was showing some activity, turning color. The thing turned
white and then back to red, afterwhich it vaulted into the air and travelled
east. Where the object had rested, the soil was found distrubed and trees in
the area had some limbs sla<hed. 185.
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Saucer squadron over Peru?

(See newsclipping)

F1yinr'Saiiem

·,;~;·

UMA, Peru, OH. 31 CUP) _:.
Neuchatel, Switzerland. (7:55T1M1 govemmtnt -PI!!' La
'Nacion sa.td today-that la~e !lylnc
8:30 a.m.)
nueers • appeared over Lima
Jaat ntgbt and were seen by at
A huge· metallic oval put on a snow near the city
h!est SO persons.
of Neuchatel the last day of the year, according to
The .. ueen were brilliant. all-,
objeCts, lhl'O\vlllg oUj
a Madame Vi cot who was married to a Swiss Arrrrr officer. ver-eolored
antense light. the--newspaper re-t
ported. They stood $till over the!
She said she looked out her window the evening of the
for about live DUnuteo, the'
31st and beheld a big orange oval object hovering about e1ty
paPft' said.
Then. after an ot them wiled
400 yards away. The object was emitting a brilliant
by· a cloud. only one noappeared
light from one end and a shower of sparks from the
and was seen spi-ne 111 apace
;like a top, La Nae1011 Mid.
other, the sparks turning into a steam-like smeke.
Shortly thereafter as Madame Vicot gaped, the UFO
elevated itself to a higher altitude as a beam of light revolved arotmd the object while more smoke spurted from both ends.
Mr. and ~1rs. Vicot watched the object tmtil 8:30 a.m. and then they phoned
the Neuchatel Observatory seeking advice. The Swiss stargazers suggested an
explanation the Vicots rejected: a weather balloon. 186.
Theories and various notes.
Size of the wave.
It would be a big mistake to use U.S. Air Force BLUE BOOK statistics to g~e
the level of UFO. activity for anypartirulartime period since UFOs are a worldwide phenomenon, a fact that became clear in 1950 and even more so in 1954. It
would seem the American Air Force tried to discourage a world view because it
lends credence to the reality of the mystery. Jacques Vallee compiled some
stat is tical tables from BLUE BOOK records and he wrote: "Especially interesting
is the fact that the 1954 wave cannot be detected from these data:This gives
perhaps a measure of the lack of representativity of the Air Force data when
discussing the phenomenon as a whole." 187.
Aime Michel wrote of Ihropef'Mter September ZIJ, (1954) we are lost .. We can
ne longer count them {reports 1 • fh.mdreds of observations were never reported."
188. Likewise, it was primarily the most sensational 1954 cases from the Latin
nations that saw print in Pmglish language publications. The best source of
information for American UFOlogists are the writings of Coral Lorenzen who wrote
in one book:"The incidents !1954 J reported here are only a sampling of the hundreds brought to public attention by the press in Brazil and Venezuela as well
as in other South ftmerican cotm.tries." 189.

December 31st.

"Ghost stories."
The c01!1110tion in Europe did not escape the attention of Dr. J. Allen Hynek,
but of course his U.S. Air Force sources told him little so it was only when a
French astronomer urged him to examine the data tmofficially accumulated by
French civilians Aime Michel and Pierre Guerin that the BLUE BOOK advisor began to take a deep interest, although he remained tmconvinced about the value
of the material because the accotmts:" .•. satmded like ghost stories .•• " 190.
Michel understood Hynek's hesitation and liked to characterize the 1954 wave
as:" ..• a festival of absurdities." 191.
Search for evidence.
Aime Michel wanted some evidence of the UFOs since he was personally convinced there was an unexplained phenomenon present in the environs of the earth.
There was testimony galore from people of all walks of life but was that enough?
There was sane intriguing trace cases like the "hole" at Poncy on October 4th,
but there was no scientific personnel and equipment available for any complete
follow-up investigations.
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"Orthoteny."
Michel's good friend, Jean Cocteau, made a suggestion. \fur not, he said,
plot all the French UFO reports on a map and then look for patterns? If there
was a pattern, would that not constitue evidence? Michel was receptive to the
suggestion since he had one good reason to believe such an approach might pay
off. The "cloud cigar" reports seemed to indicate "mother ships" larm.ching
smaller ships that would fly off in all directions(St. Fargean, France Septem·
ber 22nd).
Collecting as many reports he could and plotting them on a map of France,
Michel found that sightings seemed to fall along straight lines, lines that
intersected in sane cases where cloud cigars were observed. Michel believed
he had sc:mething that could be studied, checked, and analyzed. Michel felt
he finally had a theory, a theory that he called "Orthoteny" from the
Greek orthoteneis which means "stretched in a straight line."
For a few years "Orthoteny" enjoyed considerable attention. Others who attempted "Orthoteny" studies were Buel"ta in Spain, Olavo Fontes in Brazil,
Christian Vogt in Argentina, and the Civilian Saucer Intelligence organization
based in New York, but it was Jacques Vallee that really applied his l'lind to
the idea since in his words there was a "poverty of hypotheses" which made the
UFO problem:" ... seemed doomed to irrationality." 192. Initially Vallee
praised "Orthoteny" as:" ... the first organized application of the scientific
method." 193.
UFO haters like Dr. Donald Menzel attacked "Orthoteny," saying that any results of "patterns" could be attributed to the laws of chance. Those backing
the "Orthoteny" theory tried to defend it but disputes arose over methodogical
errors. It was Vallee that explored the data in depth and finally determined
without much doubt that the "straight line" idea had fatal weaknesses, a judgement generally accepted by students of the UFO mystery. One trouble was obtaining the correct date and time of day for a UFO sighting. That was not always easy since witnesses had difficulty recalling such details and even if
they did the press often printed the wrong figures or incomplete accounts. Also
often the witness was located correctly but the exact position of the phenomenon was the product of guesswork due to the altitude and distance from the
observer, especially when high velocities were involved. Checking Michel's
data, Vallee found that the supposed alignments suffered too much from selection effects, therefore he was forced to conclude:" ••. the elucidation of the
UFO problem 'Orthoteny' seemed to announce has not come about." 194.
Real clues?
Fortunately there were real clues in the 1954 wave data that provided some
evidence to something of an anornalistic nature; paralysis of witnesses and
electromagnetic effects on automobiles. Michel was not a scientist but he did
notice the potential importance of the information and tried to give it some
pi'OI1ri.I}ence, giving significance to the Forli, Italy, case tvhere a diesel tractor and a gas-magnito tractor reacted differently to the near approach of a
UFO. Michel suggested(without scientific calulations and with just a few examples) that the stories:" •.. show that the electric paralysis takes place in a
radius of about 165 feet around the 'object'." 195. It was a harbinger of
James M. McCampbell's brilliant scientific book on pulsed microwaves and UFOs
that would be published years later. 196.
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"Kinemanic characteristics."
As UFO expert Jacques Vallee correctly noted, what arouses the attention
of a researcher to an apparent genuine UFO report are the "kinemanic char·
acteristics ," a tenn that means exceptional "velocities and maneuvers" which
rule out conventional explanations. As an example Vallee used the French
UFO radar-visual report of an object over Ceuta, Morocco, on December 2,
1954 to make his point, plotting speed, altitude, and time, to illustrate
this fact at a glance(See Vallee's book gha~~~ ~Scient~ p.l07).
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UFO reports collected by Roberto Enrique Banchs.

Olile:

Ar&entina:
January-August
September 6th
7th
"
" 13th
October 7th
12th
"
"II 13th
15th
It
15th
II
22nd
It
22nd
II
24nd
November 7th •
11th.
" 14th
" 14th
" 18th
"II 24th
25th
" 26th
December 4th
II
5th
27th
"

..

(1954)

- 0

Federal Capital
Federal Capital
Federal Capital
Torquinst
Cordoba
Bahia Blanca
Federal Capital
Bahia Blanca
Trelew
Mendoza
~·fendoza

January 4th
19th
"

Santiago
Santiago
February-~~vember - 0
December 17th Imperial
23rd Traiguen
"
~:

January-November - 0
December 7th Montevideo
20th Isla del Frances

..

?-1end.oza
Buenos Aires
Federal Capital
Benna La Plata
Rosario
Gran
Pajas Blancas
La Plata
Pringles
Cordoba
Alta Gracia

Argentina, Odle, Uruguay.

Some additional notes:
Leonard Stringfield gives us more on the UFO sightings in Africa in November. According to a news dispatch collected by the Ohio UFO buff:
"Reports ••• have flooded newspaper offices in three East African
territories --Uganda, Kenya and Tanganyika. Europeans, Asians, and
Africans all have claimed to have seen objects in the sky --stationary, zooming over horizons, changing colors, elliptical in shape
and elongated with upright projections at either end.
"First reports came from Dar-es-Salaam, capital of Tanganyika, and
were followed by sightings at ~1ombasa, Kampala and Nairobi. In
Nairobi citizens phoned local police stations to report saucers
circling the suburbs. More than one police car, sent to investigate, reported followingthe course of 'mysterious bright objects.'
TWo Europeans on duty at the international airport observed objects through binoculars." 1.
That same month in Nairobi the
of his friends observed a strange
light was to the east and was not
body. It was estimated to be at
that rose and dropped. 2.
1. C.R.I.F.O.

z.

tb1a.

~ewsletter.

Kenva astronomer Duncan Fletcher and four
light low in the sky at 7:40p.m. The
similar to an aircraft or an astronomical
about 2,000 feet, a bright orange light
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