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R. 'Dick” Scobee of Cle Elum, Washington, Mission Commander
of the space shuttle Challenger and a "shirt tail" relative
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UFOs: A HISTORY
1957
December 1lst-31st

Early December. Trindade Island, Atlantic Ocean. (daytime)

Trindade is a small rocky island in the Atlantic approximently 600 miles
east of Rio. A speck of land in the Ocean, it was uninhabited until World
War 1I when a joint U.S.-Brazilian anti-submarine base was established. Be-
cause of its location, Trindade became useful again in October 1957 when a
mid-ocean site was needed for a oceanographic and meteorogical post. The
scientific facility was one of Brazil's contributions to the International
Geophysical Year research effort. Balloon launches were conducted at the
island to study conditions in the upper reaches of the atmosphere.

Coral Lorenzen of APRO would learn that remote Trindade would become, for
some unknown reason, a hot spot for UFO activity. Early in December word
reached Brazilian authorities on the mainland that something strange had
happened late November at Trindade. The incident had occurred on a clear

day:

"A balloon had been launched. Commander Bacellar was inside the

radio station and everything seemed normal. But suddenly the sig-
_nal frequency changed unexpectedly. Commander Bacellar sent a man

outside to inform the theodolite operations operators that the
balloon's instruments must have been prematurely parachuted. The
technician came back seconds later, very excited, informing Bacel-
lar the instruments had not yet been dropped. But Bacellar said,
'That is impossible. I am listening to a new signal. What's go-
ing on out there?' The technician answered, 'I don't know, sir,
but they say there is another object in the sky near the balloon

..' There, high above the station, hovering near-the balloon,
was an ovoid object, silvery-white in color. Suggestions that the
object might be Venus were immediately discarded---the elevation
and azimuth of the object did not coincide with that of the planet.
The balloon burst at the proper time and the unconventional object
stayed in sight for three hours, eventually disappearing upward and
out of sight.” (1.)

1 December. Yokohama, Japan. (6:03 a.m.)

Shimmering chain of lights.

The wife of an American Army Colonel was driving through a military district
near the Yokohama Naval Station at 6:03 in the morning on the first day of De-
cember. The woman had four passengers, but no one in her car noticed anything
until a driver in another car suddenly pointed out something in the sky. And
at a nearby service station motorists waiting to gas up were also looking sky-
ward. These people were so excited they were shouting.

Overhead an elongated oval was slowly crossing the sky. The thing carried 6
to 8 shimmering lights that gave it the appearance of a 'flying bus." The
Colonel's wife estimated the object to be about a mile away, moving over a base
housing area. At arm's length the object was three inches long.

Hundreds of people viewed the object before it abruptly disappeared. The
Colonel's wife suggested that the UFO must had "turned off its lights."




A Major Breakmrough m«me Sc»en t:fkc Uaders!andmg
) of Umdentif:ed Flymg ijects :

levelland raises a very important question: "Can you study UROs and
do science?"



[,

A story about the excitement appeared in the newspaper Stars and Stripes
the next day: (2.)

1 December. Los Angeles, California. (3:00 p.m.)
“Flying Saucers! Flying Saucers!"

Mr. Ralph Benn was relaxing on a lazy Sunday afernoon when his kids came
rushing indoors screaming, "Flying Saucers!"™ Benn grabbed his 8mn movie
camera and was cut the front door in a flash. In the sky Benn spotted six ob-
jects that appeared to be in formation: ‘*'...it was a lovely day and the sky
was a beautiful, deep blue. The objects were oval in shape; their color a
soft (dull) white....it did not [Emphasis in the original] appear to be re-
reflected from shiny metal.* (3.)

The editor of “SAUCERS' magazine, Max B. Miller, commented:

*Mr. Benn shot about 61 feet of 8mm Xodachrome of the objects us-
ing his Keystone Capri camera. Film was exposed at 16 frames per
second. An Elgeet 11" £/3.5 fixed-focus telephoto lens was open-
ed wide to photographically brighten what the photographer later
said was a very dark sky. This proved to be a mistake, as most of
the URO footage---contrary to what the initial USAF report by
Capt. Schaller indicated---was badly overexposed. Only four ob-
jects were caught within the field of view of the telephoto lens,
though six were observed. These objects appear as fairly large,
but undefined, blobs of light." (4.)

Excited about his experience, Benn called the East Los Angeles Sheriff's
Office. The lawmen were not in the saucer business and referred Benn to some
other agencies, but since it was Sunday, no one else could be reached. Final-
1y Benn asked the telephone operator for advice. She came up with an Air
Force Captain named Shapiro, Chief of the Pictorial Branch, USAF. Taking the
advice of a telephone operator would prove to be a mistake. (5.) The Captain
was definitely interested and asked to examine the film, Benn agreed and said
the military could have the film undeveloped. (6.)

1 December. Mrs. Leita XKuhn not radioactive.

The Cleveland Plain Dealer reported the results of tests on the November
10th saucer sighter:

*Blood tests show no radioactivity in the body of Mrs. Leita Kuhn
of Madison. Chio, who said she saw a 'flying saucer' on November 10,
it was announced yesterday.

"Tests were made at Geneva, Chio, Memorial Hospital on Friday, and
the results yesterday showed no radioactivity in her blood or in the
marrow of her bones, doctors reported. However, still unexplained
was the blurring of her eyesight and a rash that has broken out on
her amms as the result of the encounter." (7.)

1 December. Cottonport, Marksville, and near Morrow Station, Louisiana.
(8:21-8:40 p.m.)

“Starry-like thing." (See clipping)




“©Object’ Spotted Bright Object ‘l;:, i 5&3“,2.?:?,5 F”,,v,ffg;
- : $ & slow ta
- at Cottonport {een in Sk e s ol o el

(tmm o m Times-Pieayune’

BUNKIE, La, Deec. 1-
state troopers nporled seeing &
bright, round, starlike obfect
in the air nesr Cottonport dbout
3:40 p. m. Sunday.

Troopers Pat Lemolne and
Huron Roy said they were drive
ing on Louisians Hwy. 107 from
Pl ville to C port when
they_ spotted & bright object
which appeared [
to 500 feet abave the ground in
the vielnity of Cottonport. They
were some six or sevén miles:
from Coitonport at the time.

Lemoine said the object ap-
peared to be & huge mass of
tight, like a star, which was al,
lternately dim end bright and
sometimes had a red glow. It
appeared {o be taking & southe
teasterly direction towsrd Mek
ville, he sald.

‘The troopers radioed a third
trooper, Eugene Hetherwick,
who was driving on US Hwvy. N1
between Bunkie and Morrow.
Hetherwick reported he too saw
the object but believed he did;
not get as good @ view as the
other T8,

At least one person reporied
seeing n similar object from
Cottonport.

N!'Vl ORLtAMS LA, mts-num
Tre. O 174,738 S 27798

o oo 2 oy w

1(7) December.

luported nsbung an umdcnttggmg

By Troopers | |

DRM Dee, 1 « Three
stata troopers aod <wo other men,

ere lonxxht
The object was sighted at Marks.|
vi!le. Co rt_and near Slorcow)
S Hwy. 71, The fitst

subtmg w s reported fo state po-
Tice Tr ‘B" at 8:21 by '!'roopeu!
P. E. LeMoine and H, J, Roy.

having a “sterry or moon” like
gh!:w !uthoush he could not veni!
sixe of the object he said It
was lraveling very slowly and ap-
peared to go “dim and bright.”
“It was traveling 1n a southwest.
erly direction,” LeMoine reported.

h"‘ said it was deimitely not an air.

plans and was nol geiog more than'

Station
Sﬂem ml.nutﬂ lam hmr E.
3 near Morrow smﬂ 0
es below Bk Hi
“a hed & bright stan'y-uka”

mﬂm “with a revolving red

Noblesville, Indiana. (no time)

"Scarcely believe their eyes.®
The most fascinating case of all?

Assuming the story is true, one can indulge in some interesting speculation.
Undoubtedly the reader of these lines can think up some of his own,

1.)

“was to my left and sbout a mule
away. It traveled a steady course,
nelther Josing ot galnlng altitude,
It made oo noise and the light was
much brighter than the ones used
on the top of towers,

“The light w:ieﬁniuly

to be golng toward Melville or Mor-
ganza,” Retherwick saw ltat about|

3:3% p.m.
May Bo Balloco
.Jﬁ"‘"’m Ul the oipect
was o ) |
lwn been & weather balloon

:15: may !mw besn

o!thobal]mtomctllwbﬂall
hlnﬁ

nd!omucaw and M
Brouilletts

and tben stop. “It 't seem loo
high, 1,000 at the most.”
repo; the objech!

traveling in a southerly direc i
BATON ROULE, LA, ADVOCATE
Cre. D. 28473 S. 47852

oec 2 1957 |~

Because the military plane was unmarked, except for the single

insignia, did it belong to a special air unit?

2.)
3.)

have special equipment to do the job?

Was this special air unit part of a secret UFQ project?

Since intercepting UFOs has been very hard to do, did this plane



4.) If the pilot, or crew, could not be seen, did this mean the
canopy had a special coating?

5.) Did UFOs being reported back in 1957 have the ability to ''van-
ish'' like those reported in the 1980s and 90s?

6.) Was the Air Force aircraft a remote-controlled plane?

7.) Was the practice of using 'ummarked" aircraft to chase UFOs
a policy in use in the 1950s?

(See clipping below)

“The two Nnblesville men, both of
a’homdrc:u&sted thcyw not be named.

rst sighted an unl enuhegﬂ..ma ng
nbject near the Hamlliton-Boone
CQuunty Line Roud,

Reporting the incident to the
proper authorities, they zatd thelr
attention was flrst focused upon
s U. 8. Alr Foree plane, living in
tight circles only 300 to 500 feet off

But diveet’. overhesd the alreneft,
efrcling in the open countryside, was
s motioniess disc estimated to be
st 8,000 fcet altitude or higher. !

Both reputable busincssmen could
seorcely believe their eight when
soconds after stopping their moving
sutemobile, the round, siiver disc,
about the side of a man-hale cover,
d&cawennd“ from sight in a cloud-

Y.

the ground

The ship was unmarked. except
for aue Alr Force Insignia, mid de-
spite its low altitude the two No-
blesville men rould see no visitle
signs of pihv or crew. -

Jedper
/Vo§/e.ru}//e, IN
]3-9-67 |

2 December. Lewdown, England. (3:00 p.m.)
"Like a large silver cigar."

According to the Daily Telegraph:

YA bright silvery object was seen hovering in the sky by villagers
at Lewdown, Devon, yesterday. After about 30 mimutes it moved off.
The object was clearly visible at Exeter about 3 p.m. It was des-
cribed as 'like a large silver cigar,' going very fast in a wester-
ly direction.: (8.)

Early December. Plymouth, England. (no time)

A story in the Flying Saucer Review states that a Mrs. T.M. Donne and her
nine-year-old son Saw a strange UFD:

‘'They saw, on the Cornish side of the River Tamar, an object which
looked like an aeroplane coming down in flames. Then, Mrs. Donne
said, it stopped. She called her next door neighbour, Mrs. R.
Hooper, and together they watched the object, which stood still for
about four minutes.

"It then moved off in another direction, and out of the top came
a grey cigar-shaped object, which made off at speed and disappear-
ed. Then the other end started moving and disappeared also,' Mrs.
Donne added." (9.)



?Early December, Near Santos, Brazil. (no time)
Huge disc,
Brazilian UFOlogist Auriphebo Simoes, editor of the English language UFO

bulletin The Flying Saucer, discussed some photos and makes other comments.
For what its worth, here 1s what he wrote:

"A huge disc (S0 meters wide, according to your editor looking like
a singular lenticular cloud) has been expertly photographed by Dr.
Achilles Grecco near Santos, and Tribuna da Imprensa of Rio, edi-
tions of December 4 and 6 printed large reproductions of the pheno-
menon. The thing is simply amazing.and the authorities have already
vouched for the authenticity of the photos. The mentioned newspaper
was told by Commander Jose Geraldo Brandao that the Brazilian Navy
...keeps a voluminous classified file about saucers and acts in
close agreement with the United States Navy, interchanging informa-
tion of never-released sightings. Commander Brandao is the Liaison
Officer. Thus, then, we have the first official statement that
governments are secretly in contact about flying discs, while high-
brasses state that there's nothing to the saucer problem, without
even batting an eyelid. Why?" (10.)

Early December. El Cajon, California. (night)
“Little Green Men?"

Another wild tale about ''space people' made news early in the month when
an account was published by a California newspaper. UFRO buff Gray Barker,
who wrote a series of articles for Ray Palmer's magazine Flying Saucers, a
news stand publication, repeated the story:

"Edmund Rucker of El Cajon, California, told the San Diego Union
how some little green men, with large heads, dome-Iike foreheads
and bulging eyeballs, floated out of a space ship, then addressed
him in English.

*The witness had been a congenital doubter before his experiences
of early December, 1957, when one night he was awakened by a pe-
culiar roaring sound. He thought at first it was a passing air-
plane, but something odd about the noise aroused his curiosity. He

ot out of bed and was amazed to see an object resembling a strange
ﬁind of helicopter descending into his back yard.

v11ts windows were lighted,' he told The Union, 'and I saw strange
looking heads there.' A side door popped open and the little crea-
tures, about four feet tall, emerged.

“Apparently the space creatures knew Rucker was an Unbeliever, for
one of them, speaking unaccented English, began haranguing him (but
in a gentle manner) about his skepticism. The creature also told
him he had known of his disbelief through mental telepathy.

*'He informed me that he and his crew were from the planet Venus,
that their civilization is centuries ahead of ours, that they are
friendly, peaceable and even phianthropic. When I asked the pur-
pose of their visit to this planet, he said they were gathering
scientific data.'" (11.)




Moreover, the little men, according to Rucker, grew uneasy when a rooster
crowed so they climbed back into their ship and zoomed away. (12.)

3 December. Ellensburg, Washington. (7:00 p.m.)
Ball of fire. Motor sputters.
A QUROS published UFQ book says:

*Many residents of the Menastash Ridge area of Ellensburg saw a
'strange ball of fire' for 20 minutes. A truck driver reported
that the light hovered over his truck, causing the motor to cough
and sputter. His engine did not stop completely, however, so he
drove away. The night was mistly, but the object was so bright
that it lit up the sky as if it were daytime." (13.) (Also see
December 8th case)

3 December. Christchurch, New Zealand.
The newspaper Star-Sun printed:

“Four Christchurch people were mystified by a glowing object
they saw in the sky last night. Standing near the St. Martins
Library in Wilsons Road, about eleven o'clock, they saw it,
about a mile up, over towards Tai Tapu. About the size of a
basketball, it turned from white to orange and back back again,
appearing to enlarge and contract. It descended slowly about
500 ft., then moved to the left about 200 ft., and finally dis-
appeared towards Ellesmere, clear of the hills. It was in
sight for about twenty-five minutes.” (14.)

4 December. Leland, Mississippi. (no time)
'Queer objects.! (See clipping)

(11:00 p.m.)

REPORT SEEING
OUEER OBJECTS

LELAND — A m}ug,?am Dying
object, apparently similar to one
seenn over Lake Washington and
Greenville 3 few weeks ago, was

A lew weeks ago a “eigar” or
“wulermelon” shaped flying object
was reported seen over Lake Wash-:
inzton by three men and mves.{

reporied seen hovering a few
miles north of here,

A Bolivar county businessmas,
who asked that his name not be
mentioned, said he and the ocen-

ond over Greenville (he same night
by several night shilt employes of,
jthe Mat casting plant on Lake Fer-
'Ruson.

TMERIDIAN, MISS, STAR

pants of “lour or five” other cars
wotched the flaming. ovsl-shaped
vhject geveral minutes before it
dirappeared. ‘

Circ 309008 §.19103
S “5;7‘9'

4 December. Uruguaiana, Brazil. (night)

Mobile source of light.
A correspondent named Luiz Stabile filed this story:

“The people of Uruguaiana, skeptical in the beginning, when the
first reports on the appearance of strange phenomena in the sky above
this city began to circulate, now are firmm believers. Many have been
fortunate enough to see, in the night sky, a phenomenon that is not
at all common. It is a mobile source of light that radiates and ex-




traordinary luminosity. It is peculiar in that it not only increases
and diminishes its brightness, but also undergoes transformations

with regard to its hue and color, from blue to green.
also tumns yellowish.

At times it

"The presence of this phenomenon in the sky lends itself not only to
comment but it seems that it is also worrying many people who are al-

ready impressed and insisting that they have seen the Sputnik or
haps its rocket or, better yet, a flying saucer.” (15.)

{4?) December. The Benn film. A couple days later.

per-

Contacting Captain Schaller of the Los Angeles Office of Information Services

0OIS) turned out to be a mistake but it was not Ralph Benn's fault.
ollowing the advice of a telephone operator.

He was just

Instead of contacting BLUE BOOK

immediately or informing the local Air Force AISS unit which conducted field in-
vestigations of the better UFO reports, Captain Schaller merely sent an Airman
3/C Fred Stall to Benn's house to pick up the film, and then, because local Air
Force facilities were not equipped to develope the small civilian 8mm frames,
had the film dropped off at Stera's Drug Store at the Corner of Sunset and Gover

in downtown Los Angeles.
{4?) December.
The Devil's handiwork?

Lagoa Vermelha, Brazil. ({(daytime)

The civilian developing service took two weeks.

(16.)

The following news account found its way into Air Force BLUE BOOK files where

an English translation of it picked up some remarks by ATIC experts
following pages)
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STRANUB OBJECTS 1N THE SKT ABOVE RIO CRANTR
THE FLYINO SAUCER LXFT TRACES OF ASKES AT THE SITB 1T VISITED

(Diario de Noticlas, Porto Alegre, Deo 7, 1957)

[notography7 Brother Ftdcna@comsponﬂtm, listening to the
sccount slout the flying saucer lagoa Vermslha,

Sepreesive acoount by the foreman of & ranch along the

Santa Rite River, which corneote Pasac Fundo with Vecaris.

- "Round, but with two points, ss in the shuttls of & L
nachine.” ]

By Brother Fidelis Dalcin Fidelis

Lagos Vermslba, Dacesbsr (from our correspondent), /Shortened
translatlon/.

e incldent sccurred some duys sgo and wsa reportad by some
newvspspere. It wes only last week, however, that I sucossded in
speaking to the man who hes becone s historic personsiity, that is,
the nman who says thst he eaw & flying ssucer st closs rangs. Osvaldo
Nunes de Melo is his name ..., & dark-skinned, etout man, sarvied
30 youre of sge. He is & foreman at s ranch which bordera the Santa
Rita River, in the vicinity of the road from Passo Fundo to Vsoaria,
In Novenber, on & day he doss not remember, he was going to tak

salt to the cattle, It ves noon and the sun was quite hot. W
out in the shade of somt tees wnd tried (5 rest a IILLYe, Taa. WARD
C‘-‘?éb Lo

After that, relsted the Osucho, he rode through the fie on his 7

mule, He went up & hill and then, below, h# sav, a3 be says yi

*
strangs bright ghiagl, 8 dark 1or, 1ike thet af & leadhor
Jucket.® It chd hud % poing, st in thesuttle of a na
Re said:

*1 wsnted 1o soe what Kind of & thing 1t was end spproeched 1t,
without gotting of my mule. 1 asaw that the cbject was rotating st a
high opeed and. that.it Tediated & etrong, glowing light. “hen I wae
quite close, \iks Yacems frightsnsd and refused to go on,

1 -gri3thd Sty revidver and began to take aim, but the revolver
began to drop as 1f {t wers very hesvy. I tried sgain, but the same
thing happensed, I ressoned that I wan not to shoot and I put eway the
rovalver.”

*But wasn't it an 1llusion, parhsps?™ I interposed,

*Ho, sir. I san slvays srmed. 1 may go out without money, but
never without s revolvsr. 1 am quite sxperienced in ite use. Wokt
1 waw was real. I wes not afrsid. Mster, I began to foel warm. I
thought to myself, this 1 the devil's handiwork.

-

WETE. TATS DOCLMESE CONTAINS (NFORMATION AZFTCTING TIRE WA TIONAL DESINSE OF YME UNITED STATES Wil THE HIANING OF THE ESMORKCE ACT 10U 3 € ~
X AND W KB AMIROLO TS TRANSUILSION OR YHE REVELATION OF 173 CORTUNTS IN ARY MANNER YO AM PLRSON 13 aY Law
1 WAY WOT BE KEPACDUCLD U4 WHOLE OR DX PART 37 OTHER AN UNITED JTATLE AIR FORCE MENCUS, LXCDFT 97 PERNTLUON OF INE DINICTOA OF
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1 got off the mule snd tried to pull her by the reins, but she
did not want te go forward, It seemed that 1 was quite close to ths
abjeot, closs enough to touch Lt with my ship or hend, dbut the truth
ie, #aa 1 found later {from the marks left in the fisld) thst 1 was
more than 30 paces from At,

1 asv nome stones end threw tham forvefully, expecting to hear ths
nolse of oach impact, I threw more snd more stones, but heard no sound,
Loter I found them all halfway betwesn the point at which I had stood
and the location of ihe odbject.”

*And the object was on the ground?® I asked.

"It gyrsted st great speesd. I folt very warm énd was wet with
perspiration. Also, 1 wue aAlmost blinded by the reflection of the
1light. I saw hard)y anything. Several times, I stopped down trying
to pee beitar, but in vain. It seems to me that 4t =must haw besn
standing oo the ground,

1 did not know what elss to do. 1 decided to call my neighdbor.
1 got on the mule and went off, alvayw kesping the objsot in mind, 1
want down the first Rill md looked back. Thare it wss, I went up
the second hill and looked sgain. I no longer sew anything., It had
dissppesred.

1 decided to go back, but sgain the mule hindered ms, I fsturmed
on foot and sxamined the srot where I had seen the strange object.
At the elte, I oaw a big circle, some X » in diametor, covered with 2
tayer of asah.®

*Wasn't the spot burned?” .
"No, Tt only had the color of ashea. Never again did my mule wvant

to enter the arsa, [ tried ceveral tinss, even in the presence of my
eupleyer. 1 offered & bel of 50 conton, open to nmm. At the houss,
LJ

1 ts1d my employer about tha matter, . Vidal

ople began to say that it ves & {1 apucs urthoyahmdm
& amagesine with @ photograph or skeich quite similar to the odject
I aaw.®

"You hed never hoard of a {lying saucert" m

1Y

mNaver, 1 hed never heard anyons speak
of such & flying ssuody tgpt Inagine 1t sxisted or that $t could
fly. The truth ia that 4% Piref; from e distance, I thaught 1t was &

plane, Lut I scon saw that it vnn‘ t. If I had inown thst the objeat
could fly, vhen I noted that it hed disappeared, I would have looked up
into the eky to watch iis course.

Hany poople began to maks fun of me end to call o a liar, 1
bscams frritated and even quarreled with soms. Fins 1 vas resdy
o kill anyone who mipht contrediet mes, After alf, no

Pt
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the nove that I bad seen & [lylng ssucer, It was Mr. vidal vho went /
around telling sbout it. 1 never eaid thet I hsd ua_._ﬂnn_nmgx_

and I did not know that 1t could fly. I never iusg d 44 oould onot..;
Je X sald, I thought to wyoelfs ‘If there iv s devil. Shiasuat ba-ifl

Several persons listened to Mr. Osvaldo's scoount, smong then gever
educated pn-:-, such s» tenchers, priests and students, All agreed thst

the man wns sincere and incapable of develving anyons.

+ 4 December. 'Request for expedient action.'

Pressure had been on Captain Gregory of BLUE BOOK to provide an answer to the
~Levelland case.--not an easy task if one wanted to give a prosaic explanation.
‘Finally, on December 4th, Captain Gregory had little choice but to come up with
"'something. Writers and researchers for a proposed *3-hour TV program" on UFOs were
due at ATIC on December 5th. That gave the BLUE BOOK chief just 24 hours.

. A "request for immediate action” was sent to his scientific staff outlining
sthe situation and suggesting his advisers sign off on the 'ball-lightning” theory.
> {See Disposition Form)

Civilians apparently gave the military the ball-lightning idea. It wasn't too
hard to find ball-lightning (Kugel Blitz) references in various November news
stories. In the middle of the flap Dr. Harvey Nininger, curator of the American
Meteorite Museum in Arizona, 'told the press ball-lightning could be the cause of
the UFO reports because the natural phenomenon was ''a big ball of fire that moves
slowly.” (17.) The remark put it too simply but then Nininger was an expert on
meteorites and not lightning.

Other experts jumped on the bandwagon. The theory became the explanation of
choice since other conventional solutions required too much a stretch, and, it
should be said, it was evident ball-lightning had characteristics similar to what
was being mentioned in UR0 reports. For example, ball-lightning can cause some
electromagnetic effects, bright colors, and exhibit erratic behavior. )

Two University of Houston professors, one a physicist named H.X. Reynold, and
the other an instructor of psychology, J.L. McKarey, teamed up to "solve' the
*"Levelland question." Dr. Reynold's blamed ball-lightning for physical manifes-
tations, while Dr. McKarey said people were too subject to mass suggestion. It was
not surprising to them, therefore, the public was seeing ‘'spaceships."

Not everyone in the Air Science Department at ATIC wanted to indorse the ball-
lightning hypothesis. A handwritten note found in BLUE BOOK files took issue
with a quick acceptance of the ball-lightning explanation. (The note has been
typed up to make it easy to read. The name of the letter-writer was censored by
the Air Force)
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L Ra WUKT poquest for Als;Scienee Division Reviesw
of Lovalland Gase s —
[ TN BATE MNENT RO, 1
APCIN-4B4 APCIN=-484/Capt Oregory/ssg 4 Deo 6

Dr, Niley Mo,
:gr. Robmua{‘
r. Byors ¥
- Mr, Oriffing Ble
1, It is requested that expedisnt action be given o & review and
ocomment ao to the validity of & hypothesis advanced dy undersigned with
rogard to subjoot case, This urgenoy 1s dased om: -
a. the comstant demands by USAP for the final comolusions, and
b. to otmoludo ths ocase for possible presentation to a nation-wide
audionce on a TV UPO program.covering three woeks, sometime in January,
0e Producers and writers of thia 3-hour TV program will de bere
tomorrow, Ths undersiguned is responsidle forsresommending ths cases
to bo used, and me tochnical advisor,

2. A brief background of ths inocident and ‘setion: taken 1s given below
to aseist you in this matter, . -

&, The Levelland case of B November 1087, was the incident that
triggered off a flood of reports aod induries te the Alr porce, with
sensational publicity in practiocally every psper in the U,3,

be Within three weeks this Division has recelved spproximately
800 officiel UFU reports sa result, Thie should bs compared to 280 for
ths previous 6 months, See p, 8 of attached Pepartment of Defense
sheet rocently relsased, (Inecl 1) N

6e In brisf, the cace involved an eval »r globudar light desorided
as bluish or greenish-whits to red in solor,’ Ths prinsiphM-cdservers
stated that the object stopped their car's:ignition, (The "ignition
stop® was the prime pattern of & large mass of reports that.soon
followsd; obviously another UPO example of ®mass.suggestion®,)

4. Por threo days the undersigned was in constant telephonie
oontect with the f1eld4 investigators, providing guidanocs or possidble
cluss, Un the thiprd dsy, as result of pressure from both the press
and publio, the Assistant Secrotary of Defense-prequested that ATIC
ipmedistely sudnmit a preliminary analysis for relsase to the press,

s moet A1ffioult requirsment in view of the limited dats, Upon
spprovel of Qeneral Watsont's office this was done, 8S¢e part III, ™WX
dated 8 November 57 (Inol 2). e

s, The final report of investigations was just ressolved, and
ezbodles some of the canclusions dlscussed with the field teams during
operstions, (See Inol 3) L .

S. A careful study of the report imiicates™the presence of "lightning®
or lightning discharges “n the majority of oases. Ia the opinion eof
the undersignsd, the phonomena was most likely to have been osused by
the fourth possible hypothesis given to the Department of Defensey &
rare form of "ball lightaing"™, What ie not generally known, 1s thas

4
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ball lightning cen hover sbove the ground, and blue-white 1ight (the .
color most reported) i1s a characterietics color, {Ses brlef excorpte
from &n authoritative ecurce from reeoarch dons dn the subject,) )

4. Regueat that sppliosblo personnel of ASr Sciencea Division, in °
oollaboration with other ATIC units peacesessry, deteruine or give their
wiswpoints in regerd to the following "mlesing factor® of the hypotheaiss

- Bs What offeat 4ces nearby lightning dlechargeo have on the
ol otrioal oiroults, or voltage potential?

b, Could pi) vapor (from thehearby oll flelds) suspended in the
wator droplets in the air be ignited to cause an explosion, or & ball
ofy1ight somowhat similer tc & flash-buld lightt Mist, heavy dlonds
and;‘q, sery low oelling existed at that tims,

undoubtedly be-sent’ to Wsobington and/or turned over to the TV group,
tomorrov, ' °

o E i y .
8e75 fo;ottin&both the demands of Eesdquartsrs USAP, and to posaibly,
_inoprporate-this in-the materisl required by the aforementioned writers
" and’story researchbers due in tomorrow, your cooperation in this watter

3 inols OEORUE’T, GREGORY
) 8 Coptaln USAV
OFP0 Projoot Officer

s —— = o e m——

~
[P,




14

Letter to Captain Gregory:

"To Capt. Gregory. (5 December 57]

"Subject: Concerning the scientific basis for explaining the
Levelland case sightings.

"1. No two sightings were made at the same time. Therefore no
single explanation need be sought for all of them.

"2. It appears that ordinary lightning, in one form or another,
close at hand, may serve well to explain most of the sightings.
The low cloud ceiling known to have existed during several of
the sightings might have led to brilliant reflections from some
of the cloud formations. This might account for some of the
rare 'object' appearances. St. Elmo‘s fire (brush discharge
appearance) might have been seen in a case-or two, but not
necessarily 'ball!' lightning (In spite of occasional reference
to ball lightning in supposedly reputable publications, it is
not felt that ball lightning is sufficiently respectable scien-
tifically to be brought into use in explaining any of these
sightings,*particularly where ordinary tning appears to
Turnish an adequate basis for explanations). It should be re-
membered that lightning is not so common out there as it is in
most places.

"3. It is not unlikely that the ignition of an old car could be put
out of order by water (blown or splashed onto it). A faulty
voltage regulator could account for the discharge of a battery.

"4, Specific replies to the question of paragraph (4) above-ire:

a. None: the engine is in a para... [? not readable] cage
when the hood is closed.

b. Exceedingly unlikely. There is a very low probability
that oil vapor in the rain could be ignited. However,
a flash from a natural gas 'burm-off stack' is a possi-
bility. This flame would be yellowish though because of
[not clear]..., and this color should be recognized by
people accustomed to seeing these gases burning.

"S. [This portion was not reproduced properly. There is no clue as to
content]}

"6. The full physiological and psychological conditions should be
taken into account whenever possible. For example, the 'trig-
ger' sighting (the first one) seems explainable by simple*
lightning and a water puddle.[Siado's?}. First of al), how
many people watch an ampeter when driving and all is serene?
[Only Texas Tech freshman Newell Wright mentions his ampmeter
and he didn't go public with his sighting until Sunday which
hardly makes him a "trigger.'](If he had a car with a8 red light

* Pmphasis mine --L.E. Gross.
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jndicator this would be noticed --but even then, an erratic
voltage regulator would cause a discharge!}. If the car is
old, water blown or splashed under the hood might cause the
car to stop. How could he see the battery, etc. without a
battery source of light such as a flash light? After image
in his eyes for some time, especially if they were dilated
by night adaptation, After some time, the image cleared up,
t{e heat of engine dried off the water, and the car again
started easily. Thus ordinary lightning and ordinary events
might have given rise to all the observations of sighting
8.

(Signed) (...name deleted) 4E4." (18.)

In spite of the negative assessment by the Air Force advisor{whose name
has been deleted from the official record) Capt. Gregory never gave up on
the Ball-lightning answer to the Levelland case. To this day Ball-lightning
is still the official explanation. (See Hynek note page 16

The reader of this book should ponder the curious circumstances concern-
ing the UFO/Ball-lightning situation.

There were hundreds of observations of UFOs by police, aircraft pilots,
weathermen, scientists, military personnel, etc. UFQ reports mention odors,
sounds, and electramagnetic effects. Pictures had been taken of UFQOs and
radar contacts logged. Broken branches and impressions in the soil by UFOs
have been documented. Moreover, people all over the world were reporting
UFOs that were similar in shape and behavior.

In contrast, Ball-lightning has very rarely been reported. There is very
little data in scientific files.
The question shauld be:'DOES BALL-LIGHINING EXIST?" *

‘*Haunted cars."

One aspect of the Levelland manifestations that received special attention
was the car-stoppings. Dr. Donald Menzel's suggestion that a 'nervous foot*
was responsible for car-stopping didn't make many converts, and the fact that
such an idea lent no support to the Ball-lightning theory lessen any chance of
strong support from BLUE BOOK.

While "pro-UF0" buffs were quite willing to accept reports of car-stopping,
they had to be vexed by one particula account: Ronald Martin's.

The Martin report.
A 18-year-old truck driver named Ronald Marin was stopped on highway 116

* A military document, Report by the Director of Intelligence, USAF, to the
Joint Intelligence Committee on Unidentified Aerial Ubjects, date 1949,
paragraph 15, states: "It appears that the subject of 'ball lightning
occupies an undetermined status and authorities are not at all convinced
that such a phenomenon actually exists.” For rore informatijon on this
document see Jan Aldrich's article, "Top-Secret 1949 Document," in the
Spring, 1998, issue of the International UFQ Reporter.
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The phenomens reported seen causally interlocked with
the meteorological conditiona prevalling at that time; viz, low
ceiling (40O feet), fog, mist, light rain and periodic lightning
flashes, Our knowledge of such well-attested phenomena as ball
lightning and related electricel discharges is not sufficlent to
plnpoint the exact cause of the present sighting, But there ia
no need to hypothesize "space craft® etc. in this matter since
lightning flashes, alone, in a rfoggy, low~ceiling nocturnal
meteorological setting, is sufficient to produce weird effects,
especlally to imaginstive minds,

Couple with this the possibility that conditions were
propitiocus for the occurrence of St, Elmo's fire or of the ball
lightning (which authorities have described as exhibiting "hisaing
tongues of brilliant blue and white light several inches long”)
type of electrical discharge, and we have the proper atage setting
for the sightings reported,

Coming now to the phenomena of motor stoppage, etc,
This was reported in three (3) cases, One case momentary « loud
nolse on radic and momentary flutter of car light (typical of
electrical storma), The other two cases indicated definite
stoppage., Might it not be possible, if indeed thess ocourrences
were causally connected with the phenomena reported (rather than
ascribable to coinoidence =-- after all, two car engines stopping,
one hour apart, in a lightning storm with high humidity, does
not strain coincldence) to ascribe stopping to sudden deposition
of moiature on distributor parts, especially if moisture conden-
sation nuclei were enhanced by increased atmospheric ionization,

| 2.

J. Allen Hynek

The official explanation for the Levelland excitement.
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near Levelland when a ball-shaped fireball dropped down on the road, block-
ing the forward progress by his vehicle. The truck's engine quit and the
headlights went out, When the UFO left, the headlights came back on, and
to Martin's amazement, the truck's engine re-started by itself! Martin
told reporters: 'One thing I can't understand is how it could stop that
combustion engine and then start it again when it took off." (19.)

Who is going to believe such a story? Are we dealing with "ghosts?"
A possible explanation,

‘The Ronald Martin account drew the attention of another Martin, a Martin
Shapiro, who was a radio engineer that lived in Massachusetts. Years after the
series of UFO reports from Levelland, an encounter very similar to Ronald Mar-
tin's took place in New Hampshire. Mr. Shapiro looked into this case and was
able to gather details not available from Levelland news stories that described
Ronald Martin's experience.

The New Hampshire case.

It seems that on the night of January 15, 1965, on State Highway 4A, near
the town of Wilmot, a UFO hovered at low altitude close to the car of a Mr.
Charles W. Knee. The car's engine stopped. In fact, everything electrical on
the vehicle stopped working. Mr. Knee coasted to a halt, put the gear shift
into “park," and left the ignition key in the ''on" position. When the UFO flew
away, the headlights and the radic came back on, and to the astonishment of Mr,
Knee, the engine re-started by itself. To quote Mr. Knee: "The thing that
scared me most was when the car started.” (20.) Mr. Knee had garage mechanics
check his car completely, top to bottom. The car, a 1964 F-85 Oldsmobile sta-
tion wagon with just 20,000 miles on it, was in good condition. There had been
no previous problems with the vehicle's electrical system.

when Shapiro read Mr. Knee's story, he remembered Ronald Martin. Investi-
gating the Knee case, Shapiro offered a solution based on the Levelland inci-
dent. {(See note by Shapiro)

Perhaps the most important thing about Levelland is the possibility one
could study UR)s and do science! Dr. James McDonald, reviewing records of
cases like that of Ronald Martin and Charles Knee, made some recomendations:
"Particulary badly needed are measurements with frequency scanning equipment to
determine what portions of the electromagnetic spectrum provide maximum oppor-
tunity for detecting UFOs." (21.) Furthemmore, he wrote: 'l stress magnetphy-
drodynamic because of the large murber of phenomena that point to strong mag-
netic fields accompanying UFD operation.'t (22.)

4 December. Cushing, Oklahoma. (7:25 p.m.)

City official awed.

4 December. Glasgow, Scotland. (11:15-11:40 p.m.)
vSuddenly they shot off westwards at a terrific speed.”
More reports from England. (See clipping)
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THE EFFECTS OF A STRONG ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELD
ON AN AUTOMOBILE ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

It is assumed that a strong electromagnetic field would cause all
relays to close and all generators and starter motors to “freeze"
magnetically. With the relays closed, the starter motor would be
connected directly to the battery and with the starter motor “"frozen"
1t would effectively short circuit the entire electrical system
causing the lights to go out, the radio to stop playing and the motor
to stop due to the shorting out of the battery voltage fed to the
ignition system.

If the electromagnetic field were removed before serious damage to
the starter motor or the battery occured, it should be possiblo to
restart the automobile.

If the automobile ahouldirestarf'bx itself) it could be a result
of one of two possible meansg?

1) If the starter relay remained engaged long enough to turn
a good engine through one compression stroke, it might
start,

2) If the engine stopped under compression, with the ignition
points closed and if the vaporized gas were still under
compression when. the electromagnetic field were removed,
the ignition would fire once causing the vaporized gas to
explode which in turn would move the piston and possibly
start the engine.

Both of the above means are dependent upon a key still in the “on®
position, a warm engine, a well-lubricated engino and a tight engine
that would maintain compression.

In the recent N.H. case, the automobile was a fairly new Oldaemobile
which probably met these conditions.

| | Z&aeu ﬁ ﬁmea.

Martin
v ) Radio En eer
’ NICAP Massachusetts
Subcom:.ittee
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“Six Residents Watch Cigar-Shaped Phenomenon Move Overhead

City Official Awed by
Mysfenous Sky Obiject

-~ .

.....\

Tﬁlt'l’ upaliik™ was ln Cush-

ing .oens wgoin wst Dy,
Water Plant Supt. Claude GIb-
ach, wie confesscs to having
beep “mizhly skeplical about
these thine . people have reporis
cd," s ctmvinced now,

“Don‘t wk me what it was,
but It wes romicthing.” the vet-
eran ssumnteipal officlal said.
rwwé - winl 1 say that because
there weie »ix of us ~ firsb
slghted & ubout 7.25 p. m.
Wednealy. and we watched
it trave) acress the sky untll
it disap,varca out of sgot &
bous 8:20 p.am.”

Glbson says be s definitely
sure it was Do airplane. It
wasn't ahaped like one and it
had none of the physical char-
acteristics of an alrcraft as we
koow them, be added.

The superintendent, who ilves
ot the municipal walér slation
seven miles northwest of here,
sald he watched the phepomen-
al ohiect a'ong with his wife
and Mr, and Mrs, Cecll Farrall
and thelr two daugbters. None
hed ever seen anything ke it.

Gibson said the luminous clg-
ar-shaped object, spproximat
ely four-fcet long, moved so
ros. the night sky trom the so-
uthwest, finany wsappearing o
o the northwest.

It would have been s beaut
{iu thing to behold ¥ & hadn't
been such & myetery,” Glbson
said after telephoning the Dally
Citizen newsroomy ecurly today
W see I there had been any
news.op strange sigrts in the
aky overpighs, He s:id it had
& bright red bue at the top and

'ed pretly lar away, and ue

mm.

1t was somcihing ke a slen
der wngue of fire, be e.plain-
ed. Like g cigar shupe? s ro-
parter asked.

“Now you are gcing ths
idea.” Gibson answered. “We
might have called momebody,
but we sll were 50 swed we
Just swod and watched. It look-

wanted to see vhat happened
to it. We don't know, eacepd
1 sugdenly went out of sight
after trave Mog across the
®y."”

Gibsun's report wss onc of
many recently concermung sire
ange objects in the sky. The
local water superintendent sald
Be and the five other Wednes-
dasy night witnesses thought et
{ust it was some type of mis
alle, except It was viiible for
almost an hour and cons.der-
ing the spred of modern rock-
ets It i3 doubtiul it could have
beet cbserved over such a pere
fod of time.

“Al I kncw is bat It was the
strangest thing I've ever seen,™
Qlbson concluded.

CUSHING, OXLA, CITIZEN
e D, 4375 5. 4373

pEC 5 1857 1\
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MYSTERY

OVER GLASGOW

Express Statf Reporter
YSTERY “flying
objects” flashing
across the sky—and trall-

ing sparks behind them— |hnd

l were reported by watchers

in all parta of Glasgow late
last night.

| Up to 12 objects were acen
grouped together at one time.

Others saw nlng. some only|To

:o:l: 'Q\un lhn '3?3..; yellow
'“ o ol " and travelling

T Qu “—?bor_l. came fram -Guvan
in the souith, Fidgeton in the East

~OBIECTS

mmmotm
werenenwm

hn objects
1113 p.m, and 11.
Harold Kunmln. 23, of Carfin-
street, Govanhill, first saw themn
st Whitecraigs, between Giffnock
Newton Mearns st 11.15 Jun
“It was te {rightening,
sald. “I am not one for lmuln-
in things. They were there all

t.

1 saw them threo times — st
Whitecraigs, then when I'was on
the city-bound tram, and again at
Pollokshaws-road at Alllson-street.

g8
1 pointed them out Lo & passer-by.
lle u' them 00.*
1X milles north of him, rour
oulhs In & car on the
road saw the ob]ecta.]
MacLeod of

aaid T yearoid fan
Bishoptriggs: -

and
ing them distance, Al
vl:'hhnedwl.th.nwmndl.

NO NOISE

Ian's friends Kenneth
erlhall (l‘l) and Dlvld Calrns
thapbrl and

saw four objests

made sbout the myste

O iinburgh & spokcaman
nl

“ A check has made but

have no repm of unldmtlnod
objects in the aky.”

R ran e

A
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S December. Jackson, Mississippi. (no time)
“Spinning whatnik."
A Jackson railroad worker's sighting appears in the press:

*The Jackson 'whatnik' was reported by W.B. Britt of 2922 Barwood
Drive. He said he spotted the object in the south skies over Jack-
son shortly after noon Thursday.

“Britt said he was in the north yards of the Illinois Central Rail-
road on Mill Street when he and an unidentified IC worker watched
the object for about five minutes.

"1t was disc-shaped and appeared to be spinning,' said Britt.

"It disappeared traveling south and just as it went ocut of sight
there was a bright ball of fire that must have hung there 10 or 15
seconds. As the ball of fire grew smaller it got brighter, so
bright I almost had to quit looking at it.*'" (23.)

S December. Word is received about the Coraopolis case.

Now that the Levelland reports had been "'solved,’ Capt. Gregory could turn
his attention to other problems. Two cases that really bugged him were the
Coraopolis and Tonapah incidents. With a major "3-hour UFO TV program' in
the works, it wouldn't do to have the two cases blow up in his face. On De-
cember 5th, when the TV people were visiting BLIUE BOOK, news was received con-
cerning the Coraopolis case. Capt. hoped it was good. It wauldn't do have a
secretary to an Air Force Fighter unit to go public with a UFO report at that
time, especially with BLUE BOOK wmprepared to comment. The teletype reply to
Gregory read: “NO FURTHER DETAILS AVAILABLE. SOURCE DESIRES NO PUBLICITY AND
TREATING INCIDENT AS QUNFIDENTIAL." (24.)

The lame response from the Fighter unit was hardly what Capt. Gregory wanted
to hear since it prevented any attempt to have an explanation handy if the wo-
man ever went lic. Angry, Capt. Gregorg scribbled a remark on the teletype
message from Fighter unit: *This is a hell of an answer [Bmphasis in the
original} from an intelligence officer asked to get more info." (25.)

S Decemner. Taos, New Mexico.
Mystery "booms"™ and the Special Weapons Service.

There is no direct tie to UF0s but there is something of possible interest
in a Taos news story datelined December 5th. It seems a series of mysterious
booms had alarmed the Taos, New Mexico, area, for a week. These booms were
not minor noises. Windows were smashed and cattle and horses stampeded. Many
people living in and around Taos blamed the booms on jet planes operating out
of Kirtland AFB but a military spokesman insisted there was: *...no reason
for any unusual amount of air traffic or jet noise in the Taos area last[prior
to December 5th] last week." (26.)

Of interest to UFQOlogists is the small paragraph added to the very end of
the boom article: "Amy unusual air -activity or noise should be reported to the
Office of Information Services, Air Force Special Weapons Center, Kirtland Air
Force Base, Albuquerque.'' (27.)

The “Special Weapons'' name rust have meant atomic devices since the Manzano
Nuclear Weapon Storage Facility is at Kirtland. ‘'Unusual air activity' would
include UFO sightings one might assume.
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S December. Tulsa, Oklahoma. (10:30 p.m.)
Tulsan unnerved.
A newspaper published:

"*You read and hear about mysterious flying objects, but you don't
think much about them I suppose, until you see one yourself.'

“So said Dr. Charles Eitel of 2948 East 44th Place today---Dr.
Eitel told his story to the Tribune..." (28.)

The doctor's account:

“'My 15-year-old daughter, Pastsy, was looking out her bedroom win-
dow last Thursday night at 10:30. She called to me to ‘come and
look at this light.®

"1 went and looked and saw a glowing circular object hanging in
the sky. It seemed to be about 700 feet high and about 200 feet out
from the back of the house.

"It had dropped down, Patsy said, from the time she first saw it.
It did not move, just hovered there. It could have been a lot far-
ther away than I estimated, because there was nothing with which to
compare its size. We watched it about five minutes before it sud-
denly took off and went straight north. Its front edge glowing
brightly as it picked up speed,*'* (29.)

6 December. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Brazilian UFOlogist Walter Buhler called attention to an item in the Rio
newspaper Tribuna da Iarensa. In the December 6th edition it was stated
that Brazil exchang ormation with the United States through the
Amerggan Navy attache. The Brazilian contact was a Commander Jose Geraldo
Brandao.

6 December. Salvador, Brazil (1:00 p.m.)

About 550 miles southwest of Recife is the city of Salvador where another
Brazilian Army unit was stationed. A Brazilian press account states:

“In this city, too, strange phenomena were observed in the sky and
they are increasing since the launching of the Sputniks. Yesterday
a sighting was made by both officers and men at the regional head-
quarters. At 13 o'clock, while the men were practicing, it was
found that a planet, perhaps Mars or Venus, was quite near to the
earth. The discussion attracted the attention of Major Firimino,
chief of the Commmications Service who decided to study the cbject
through bunoculars. He concluded that it was not one of the known
planets, not only because of its shape, which reminded him of two
superimposed bells, but also because the distance from the earth was
relatively small.

"Major Firimino suddenly cried out and had officers, including Col.
Ovidio, Majors Luiz Artur and Alonso, Captain Joalbo and Ramos and
the men locked at the sky. He exclaimed that the object was divided
into two parts and that lower one first seemed to move towards the
earth and then moved towards the south. For some time, the remain-
ing part of the object stayed in the same position, unchanged, and
then followed the other one,
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*The newspaperman Newton Calmon, who came to the site, was present
during the last phase of the observations and heard the explanation
that the metal body looked like aluminum. Today, however, the mili-
tary men refused to make any statement to the press." (30.)

6 December. Tucson, Arizona. (5:24 p.m.)
"We were afraid nobody would believe us."

*

L ¢ L j

2 Tucson Women See

‘ggssr Oblect
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Mrs. Sally Anderson, &, of 4533 E I9d Su. and her daughter,
2, a farmer student ot the Usiverdity of Wiscon-

.
o~

————

Tha objact was flrst mghlad by
Mrs, Aooersoo at 5:24 pm. Sbe
sad It appeared a3 Vs quick -umwn'chn'bnnm'
fiah,™ which she sald she saw[huss Anderson said, “becawso R }°,

7 December. Near Adelaide, Australia.
(afternoon)

Hovered over powerplant.
From downunder came this:

"During the afternoon, a group of 35 men
had watched a strange object directly
above the Osborne powerhouse for approxi-
mately 45 mimutes. They described it as
silver-coloured, circular, and it appeared
to be about 10,000 feet." (31.)

(See clipping)

7 December. Lynnfied,
Massachusetts., (night)

Witnesses "visibly shaken.”

BTG S OEL_
Iying Spoon

links, Vanishes

object siihouetied 1

the sky while driving on Summer
st, near Edgemers vd, last night}
‘Roderick Tardox. 19, of 98 Pine

Two um while lights on elther!
side obfect shone down on
the gmnd. the youths said. Nex,
10 these, they saw two red lights,
one of them fiashing. A third ved
ight kept blinking on what they
ght was the tail.
Both sgreed that the object waa

stationary.

The youthx reported the -lﬂ\unxﬁ
1o Lyxumem Poliu Sgt Norman
Grady, Re ssid the paly appeared

’t’hc shakéu whm they en-|

They told him..they noticed o
l!lht uh!nin{ above “them while
driving. Looking out the alde win-
dows of their car, the youths spot-
ted the object some 330 to 200
Thepsold they
Y 55 y Stopped their car)
and got out, watched for & tew sec.
onds, then teturned to the vehicie.
Moments I:let thc objact disap-}

o
l’}hffww.l?‘ “t‘ﬁ\%a'v e i
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7 December. San Mateo County, Califormia. (7:15 p.m.)
"Calls came in thick and fast." (See clipping below)

:';c::; W&m %
I 1Ecs 1957 " |

UFO (Saucers") ;

Shr Peninsulans .~

‘The San lmeo sherm's ot- sd. lm::nr, &u:o “ wpm
fice and Motfett Field reteived Yenus shone
a flurry. of telephone calls|brighter in the peninsula sky
last night as a result of s high
sbout 7 o'clock last night from| pregsyrs area which elwed
peninsula vesidents who.re-|the stmosphere.
ported himinous: “ﬂylns « Kenneth R, chas; of 101
ita_!ige;p" om'haﬂ. T 1¥aripesa Ave., Brishane, told
South medm San. Mateo Deputy + Sheriff
woman, homeward bound’ on] Vern Baldridge that he saw
: Bayﬂ:ore Freewty shortly “two round saucers, ‘fiylng at
4 after nightfall, made the first npeedtuterchaafctphnu"
. ‘call about an “unidentified}as he was dri
. flylog object” In the western| Ball, a typewriter nlumm.
{ skY. said be saw a “blinking light” |
t ‘Thres more ealls wers re-jon the bottom of one of the
ceived by the sheriff’s depart-{saucers. He watched the Jead
. ment at 7:15, and five minutes|object veer westward and dis-
. later, the Ysaucers® and ealls appear behind the coasta)
.¢ were coming in thick and fast. mountaing, Hs sald: . - ]
Observers at Motfett and at] 'Phe seccond clreled over-
ternationall head, then continued south.
) sald they saw po| The salesman retuned
’ s, and theirradar screens{ home tn time' to point out the
lmtnmlneddnkduﬂuthe second, object to his nelgh
hour. . [hors, Mr. and Mra, Don Johp:
*rhe Weat.her Buruuxeport son of 107 mﬂpm Avc.'

8 December. Near Svea, Minnesota. (4:00 p.m.)
VAbout the size of a semi-trailer."

Some news stories appeared in the Ellsworth r about this case but the
best job of reporting on it was by Harold Wills of the Red Wing Republican-
Eagle:

"A 'flying saucer,' according to credible witnesses, was spotted

in the Red Wing area at 4 p.m. Sunday. The saucer, which was vis-

ible to several Red Wing area residents, was travelling at approxi-

mately SO miles per hour north of highway 63 between Hager City and

Ellsworth, in the vicinity of the Svea store.
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"Among those who witnessed the flying object were the Royce Moline
family of Red Wing, who had been visiting in Ellsworth and were en-
route hame.

“According to members of the Moline family, all of whom saw the
saucer, they were driving along highway 63 when they noticed sever-
al cars pulled up on the should of the highway. The occupants of
these cars were all watching something in the field to the north.

*Moline slowed his vehicle, and he and his two sons began search-
ing for the object which had attracted the attention of the occu-
pants of the automobiles.

"The Molines spotted a round, red, disc-like object, flying slow-
ly along, about 20 feet from the ground. The saucer was absolute-
1y circular, and had a small car or cabin hanging beneath it.

Both saucer and cabin were either painted 'orange-red’' or were
emitting a reddish glow, according to the Molines.

"what was apparently jets beneath the vehicle gave off a red
glow, which lighted the ground underneath. No windows were visible
the Moline family stated.

."Size of the saucer, according to all three occupants of the Mo-
lirte car, was ‘about the size of a semi-trailer.' The saucer was
about 100 yards from the highway.

»1t flew slowly along for a few minutes, allowing the elder Mo-
line to scan it with binoculars before it began moving towards Red
Wing. The flying object was just as visible through the binoculars
as with the naked eye, according to Moline.

*when the saucer pulled away from the field above which it had
been operating, Moline started his car and tried to keep pace with
it. The craft was flying at ‘between 50 and 60 miles per hour,'
Moline said. The speedometer in his car registered 60 miles per
hour when he was keeping abreast of the saucer, which gradually
began to increase its altitude. The other cars also chased it.

*Just before the saucer reached the woods on top of Hager hill,
it zoomed upwards and headed in a westerly direction, Moline said.
Its antics were also observed by his two sons.

"According to Wayne Moline, 15, the saucer had pulled away from
view by the time the Moline car reached the bottom of Hager Hill.
Young Moline looked back and up in efforts to discover the sau-
cer, but could not locate it,

*Other witnesses to the phenomenon include several farmers in the
Svea store area. Reports were circulating in the store in the Svea
store area. Reports were cirailating in the store this morning by
those who had spotted the flying object Sunday afternoon.

“'According to the witnesses, the saucer was perfectly visible all
the time it was in operation near the highway. The sky was clear
overhead, with no clouds in view, ruling out the possibility of
its being a mirage.

*The saucer was in complete view all the time the elder Moline
studied it with his binoculars. It apparently was definitely not
an apparition, if the witnesses' stories can be believed.

“Contrary to all previous saucer reports which described the fly-
ing objects as hovering noiselessly overhead, or near the ground,
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this particular saucer was heard roaring, by all witnesses vho saw
it.

“That the Moline family was not interested in getting publicity
for themselves is evidenced by the fact that they did not report
sighting the saucer. It was reported to this newspaper by Goldie
Cambell, adjutant of the Red Wing American Legion Post. The Mo-
line famly and other witnesses later bore out the report received
from Canpbell." (32,)

8 December. Bonanza, Oregon. (afternoon)
“I've never seen anything like it before." (8ee clippings)

In Bonanza - Seeing Ob ect
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iSo tu. Cooner's is the caly ™, _ Klamath Falls, Oregon

———— e Herald-News
Klamath Falls, Oregon: Y December 57
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8 December. London, England.
Project Y, or the "A.V. Roe saucer."

It seems whenever a UFO flap excited the nation, project Y received space in
the newspapers. Perhaps the Roe saucer was a real effort? But then it may
have been just something to make the Russians think twice. A reported for the
London Sunday Dispatch approached the managing director of the A.V. Roe com-
pany, Sir Roy son, to ask about progress being made on the supposed revolu-
tionary aircraft. Sir Dobson replied: 'We are engaged in something in which
the American Government is closely interested.'' (33.) And: "I don't want to
talk about it.' (34.)

8 December. Montana-Canadian border. (3:50 p.m.)
Is such a complex explanation the answer? (See BLUE BOOK file card)

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

. DATR ‘l:- LOCATION 2. CONCLUSIONS
8 Decomber 1957 ntana - Canndian Border 8 ::.'»3&‘:’5:“..
3. DATR-Ving OROUP & TYPE OF OBSEAVATION D Pesubly Bellson
Loeel 3:50 P.M. 0 Crownd-Viouel O Geownd-Reder Q Nesderdtt
cur_ 08/2250Z XA~ Vi vl O Atrlntorcopt Reder |0 Posaibly Aireraly
&% PWovos T TouRtt O Wes Astremomicel
O Yeo Q Probebly Astronemicel
TN P-89 Pilot 0 Pesstbly Astronomicel
7. LENOTH OF OBSEAVATION 8. NULBER OF ORJECTS | 7. COURSE one.Reflec 111“104
O insviflictont Date for Eveluetion
10 minutos one }l to South O Unknown
10. DRIGP SUMMARY OF 11ICHTING 1). COMMENTS
Pilot at 40,000 feet going into a turg Plots on UFO report show follovw-
froa West to South, leaviug heav ing: a) esun was to his froot &
contrailes potice a ball of 1lig right & at almost same Jevel when
¥1Ith Hlack atreak oo the inside of fie weat into turp. b) heavy horse-
his turn and about 1/2 60 3743 mi shoe shaped (thick) cootrail was
avay, Obj appeared to stay with pilot | to his left. Conclusion: Probable

after he returned to another heading. | reflection of sunlight off hie a/
He then loet 1it. intersecting with a ehadow (black
dark) thrown on the contrail slihtly
behind him & to the left as he
moved, which 'ouli sppear as a 8
nov:sng with him, (8ee Dr., Menzel
wor

ATIC FORu f19 (REV 20 08P D)

8 December. Woodward, Oklahoma. (5:30 p.m.)
Car stalled..
Our source states:

YA disc-shaped UFO with a dome and three 'pads' on the under-
side suddenly came toward a car with three people inside. The
car began to die and finally stalled out as the UFO hovered over-
head at 200 feet. It was emitting a high-pitched whining sound.
The witnesses said it was over 50 feet in diameter. The whine in-
creased in pitch after about two minutes, and the UFO rose vertic-
ally out of sight. The headlights came on and the engine of the
car started by itself." (35.)
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Disc jockeys of the Earth-human variety loved Buchanan and Goodman's

1957 novelty hit "The Flying Saucer.” 1It's snappy humor from splicing
together a few seconds of excerpts from the top 40 tunes to tell a fly-

ing saucer landing story was just the thing for the teenage crowd. It

helped take some of the seriousness out of the saucer flap.

While Buchanan and Goodman did well with their venture, not so suc-

cessful was the Cleveland, Chio, Cosmic Record Company's song: '"Th -
wer To The Flying Saucer UFO." 'Problems, probably leyal, forced the
dumping of the tape, master record, and 10,0000 copies into Lake Erie.

LUNIVERSE

- . L

=~

Vinyl 45 RPM record (less than actual size)

8 December. 53 miles north of North Bay, Canada. (6:00 p.m.)

A report from Canada:

*_..residents in various parts of Northern Ontario saw an object
streaking thru the sky. An Ontario Northland railway conductor
said he saw it 53 miles north of North Bay. He said it headed
for the train, then veered away, leaving a streak of fire. It
was greenish in color. A Trans Canada Airlines pilot said it was
not a star. One observer said 8 spikes protruded from the object,
three on top, three on the bottom and one from each side.” (36.)

8 November. Between Tiflet and Monod, Morocco. (sunset)

*The light's behavior and appearance did not conform to that expected of
the usual range of airborne objects.” (See Naval Intelligence report)
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Yor approximately, 15 winutes on 8 Decezber 1957, reporting officer observed s
g] large bright light in the siy over Morocco. Ths light's behavior and appesrsace did not
i , conform to that expected of the usual range of alrborne objects.
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Eg' Tines ‘Between 17152 and 1730Z, 8 Dececber 1957, Tiase of Sunset - 17162

i:g Places Morocco, betwesn Tiflet snd Monod. See Encl. (1.) for details of poou.\lon.
it Position of lightt Approximately 20 Dogrees sbove the horison to the SW of observer

!i Description of the lights Its length appsared to be equal to the dismster of ths moc

or the leagth of an RSD ab 1j alles. The color was yellow to orange; color and intensity
-! were unifors over the arva of the light. The edges of the shape were well dofined, but
;';, not as definite as those of & metal object. Pigure (1) 1s a sketch of the lights shape
during the first part of the observation.

Nagrrative description of eighting; While riding in an sutozobile at approximately 17152
on 8 Decenber, reporting officer sighted a bright light in the sky to tho SW, It first
[ gave the inpressicn of belng sunlight reflected from a jet vapor trail; as if & Jet had
13 Just entered a contreil level. It sppeared to be on ¢ NNE courss and gradually descending.
3§ because ite thicker end was pointed in that direction and slightly downward. While
8§ watchiag this light for froa 2 to 5 minutes, 4t was noted that it did not develop as a
353 vapor trall should. Its intessity appeared %o increase, but its longth relative to its
-3¢ wvidth remained constant. Repor officer called the attentioa of his wife ang da:
353 to the Light., His deughter, sge 11, had already been watching it.
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1
INIORMATION RIFOMT N
PNLY P PO ELES ¢ et e |
CLABSIFICATION vecw Fleet Intelligence Tan~ | acroarms. e
‘g R ter, Bastern Atlantio and .
[ ANCLESSEPIED Hoditerransan, Nevy 214 1.58 9 December 57

After another minute or two, the Light deacended rppddly towards the earth, describing an
arc s fo P1g, (2). This movement was very rapid snd definits. The thicker end of light was
polnting straight down and vhile the Mgt be observed, it mm_.}mxmuw 10 de-
greea or balf of the distance to the horison. ALl observers wore convidded at this tiss that
the Jigmt was eithed & meteorite or-a retumning Sovist satsllite, At this point, a yow of
trees blocked the view for approximately 30 ssconds. -~ L e . ,

L e et e i S

¥ \hen the view waa again clear, the Light bad regained its former altitude, was ia & hor-
isoatal positicn;’ and appsared to be'heading in the oppoaite direction, in that its thicker snd
was Dow pointed BSW, However.the car vas now stopped and it wes possible to dotemiss ths bearing
of ths Jight from the sbsarvers. Its bsaring did not changs, bub the light decrssied in ine
tenaity, becsze slimmar sad gradually faded from view. This gave the impressica of movement
straight mwvay from the ohssrvers, However, the 1ights dissppesrance nay wall bave been dus to
lack of reflected mmlight as the Pobject® cntered the sarths shadow. Tioe of disappearance

was approxisately 17302,

Westher Canditions; Fleet Westher Central, Fort Lyestey, has provided the follbwing infor- -
mation on weather conditions between 0817252 and 81732 for the vicinity of Rabat, the ap-”

proximate sroa of sightingl
" Temporaturss &°F°

Sky conditions Cléar 1000 1. o o o o . o 350° Exnote
Visibilitys Unrestricted 10000 £, 4 s o s 0 4 100 2
Winds Northerly 10 knots 20000 £, o o o o o ¢ 120 35 .
Tenpersturs 30000 £, o o 4 oo « MO 50
Ioversions: About 1J°C st 1200 foet  LOOOO ft. . . . . » . 145 3%
(Above tomperature inversion considersd 50000 ft. . . . . « o 240 18
iavignificant for optical Lllusicus) 60000 f40 o o + ¢« » 275  knots
Soupce Information: LT, aurently sttached to the Plest Air Intslligence
Augoemting Unit and hasx had of WO yeare axperionco sa an Alr Intelligence Officer,
. Tem . .. -, ey L ~
cory O « The-fact that such sightings are usually due to natural

Proparing Offjcers Comments 4

phonosens is well sstablished, However; since the reporting cofficer.is nob qualified to
doteraine the causs of the phencoenon observed, this report has besa propared in the bopo
that it may be of. 000 use to” those engaged in analysing unidontified object reports.

Prepareds TAE . Porvarded:
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6, PRoport doss pot Indicate whother the obsarver, using intelligence facilitios
avallable to hix &8 & Fleet Intalligence Officer, made chocks o queries of alrcraft,
redsr ur othar xilitary cperstions unxuhdaurama 1f adrexaft or missile wers in
the ares, These Lnnluptlm can de better conducted in the area o trigin than
from tw LI, v \

(LAY

7. Object wis not & xetecy or & retiwning satellite sa foplisd, The tioe
duration of 13 mizutes yules these out, Heteors are seldom seen for longer than
S: xigoads; the esrth entry velocity of ths satellite vould be betweea 18-20,000

s, . .

’ “
- -

CONCLUSIONSs From the 1izited informstion given, and lack <f fnvestigntive data,

oo L£ira conclusions can be »ads regarding the idontity of the light, otder than that
1% ‘sppears that the planet Vums and o jot afteyburper contrail vere sepsrately .

sesn, and misteken for a single phenomencn. This vas probably due to the fact that
the observations vere intarmittent,and changes Lo the objects’ bearing resulting frowm
the travel of the ear,
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INTORMATION RIFORY
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8 December. Between Coulee City and Soap Lake, Washington. (9:00 p.m.)

Cars stalled.

The special thing about this case is that the car's dome lights went on!
Our source states: -

"Ejght people traveling together in two cars saw a ‘huge, fiery

object' pass overhead from north to south. The two cars stalled

out and their headlights also failed as the UFO came overhead.

In addition, the inside dome lights came on, even though they

weren't turned on. The cars remained stalled until the object

had passed out of sight." (37.)

9 December. Herts, England. (midday)
What did they see? A fireball or a disc?

England's Flying Saucer Review tells us:

*On Monday, December 9, school children at Hampden School, South
Oxhey, Herts, England, saw an object hovering in the sky at midday.
Some described it as a ball of fire and others as a glittering sil-
ver disc. It eventually moved slowly away.' (38.)

9 December. Victoria, Texas. (5:30-6:00 p.m.) (See clipping below)

9 December. Deming, New Mexico.

‘The Deming Graphic informed its readers on Strange ,Objea
the 9th it had received a communication from a Spotted i Sky

civilian UFO investigation organization based
in Seattle, Washington, Bob Gribble’s Aerial
Phenomena Research Group. Director Gribble
wanted more information on some UFO reports
made in the area back in early November (the
3rd and S5th) which had escaped notice (The
value of Gribble's efforts have been unapprec-
jated. NICAP and APRO, although more famous,
did hot cover everything. OGribble and his
group filled in many gaps in the UFO record.
Much of the material used in writing UFO his-
;9;7 §or this time period come from Gribble's
1les).

The Graphic clippings are reproduced on the

Ah unidentified object deseribed
as shapid seen Cross
the Victoria sky between 5T nng
8 g “®onday by observers in
separste sections of the city.

QObservers, who themselves did
ot know that others had seen the
obj:’e’h agreed it was silver grey
northerly dirsesion sgaine. tho pas

er rec ag e pra-
valling wind and was dcnnftezy
not an alrcraft,

One observer described it ss
shaped like & 3-by~4, long and,
narrow, and that it seemed W pick |
up speed as it feded from view. .

The object was under observa-
tion for over five minutes, they:

VICTORIA, TEX., ADVOCATE l
Clre. 0.30,443  §. 10,577

next page. :
pag DEC 10 1357
10 December. Jaboticabal, Brazil. (no time)
Smashed grass. (See below)
§ JADOTICABAL, Sio Paulo State, Doc. 10. '57 (Crodit: “Folha da banh®, Dec. 14, 'S7,

& CICOAHI)~.Authorities were told by a farmer that an cbject witer-melon-shaped, full
closed and with ab, 1O ft. high to 13 ft. length, HAD LANDID AT 22 YAKD DISTANT Crf MIM,
SEARCHING THE S20T THE AUTHORITIZS HAD FOUND SLASHED GRASS,
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10 December. Near Queretaro, Mexico. (8:45-9:08 p.m.)

Huge jump.

Captain P.A. Gilberto de Alba, First Officer Victor Manuel Mora, and Steward-
ess Estela Cruz, were witnesses to a sky phenomenon on December 10th. Captain
Alba, piloting plane XAFUAW of Aerolineas Mexicanas, told the press that during
a flight between the cities of Leon and Queretaro he looked over to his right
side where co-pilot Mora was making an entry in the plane's log book. At that
moment a flash of light lit up the cockpit. Captain Alva scanned the night sky
to see where the ray of light had come from. He spotted a round, illuminous
object above Queretaro rising fast. Stewardess Cruz and two passages were
alerted to confirm the sighting. Miss Cruz considered the sight a fantastic
spectacle. The "Thing," i1f it was above Queretaro, would have been about 65
miles away. Captain Alba believed the luminous object to be approximately 600
feet in diameter but there was no way to know for sure.

At one point the UFQ shot straight up, jumping from the airliner's altitude
of 12,000 feet, to an-altitude of about 35,000 feet. The UR) accomplished this
feat in a matter of seconds.

During questioning after landing it was suggested Captain Alba had seen a
balloon or the planet Venus. Captain Alba refused to consider any such explan-
ations because the UFD climbed vertically at incredible speed. Co-pilot Mora
and Stewardess Cruz, both present at the interview, agreed with Captain Alva.

(39. .
e URD was in view 23 minutes. FRom 8:45 p.m., when the flash of light was
first seen, to 9:08 p.m., when Captain Alva landed his plane, the UFO was in

plain sight. (See ¢lipping)
10 December. Barra Do Pirai, Rio de Janeiro State, Brazil. (10:00 p.m.)
Headlights scare UF0? (See below)

- § BAARA DO PIRAL, Rie ¢e Janeiro State, Dec. 10, 'ST (Credit: “Tribuna da Imprensa®,
‘Dec. 12, '57, & CICOANI)—Ab. 10:00 p.n. a strong gleam illuminated the rocd beiween Bar-
ra’do ,Pé_raf and Dourandia. Just gn the poment, some acoupants of 3 freck wisgd gut the
Linhts; tha, zo obiesy £ame quita pasy i it pnd stomped some fi. abrve the ground, It
was disc-shaped, full luminous, and appeared to be sb, 30 ft. in diameter. wHcN THE DRIV
ER LIT AGAIN THE TRUCK THZ UFO SHORILY DARTED OUT, LEAVING BEHIND A LUMINOUS TRAIL,

{The translation does not make things very clear. The driver turned off
his headlights, apparently, and then let the UFO approach. The driver
then tumed the headlights back on.)

10 December. Canada and UFQs.

The position of the Canadian government concerning UROs during this period
was stated in a classified memorandum from the Departmant of National Defense.
UFO researcher Gregory Kanon, a Canadian, said the following regarding this
particular document and other similar ones:

"These and other Department of National Defense documents have (un-
til now [1975])successfully remained buried for over 15 years at the
Public Archives Record Centre in Ottawa. Although the documents are
currently unclassified, their release to the general public is se-
verely restricted.” (40.) (See documents)
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"An Aviator Assures Of Having Seen
It Between Leon a Queretaro."
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¥ Roforsnce the request from the Under Secratory of State for External Affales
on behalf of the High Commiulones ot London, dated 27 Nov 7. -

wems the gotheting place for them, There 15 0 recorded lrsionce In October
?:5'0 -h-’:z.ﬁc :r;um, dh:p'm?. arderad that reports would be Hied, bt that
Invo:lgoilm would be played down. Thers has neve been o saclows Investigation of

any report on {ile ot AFHQ.

H
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dicected to Me, W. B, Samith for onawens they seek.
‘6 v A momarondum 16 1hideifact Tor DI's sigroture 11 attached.
st g e ge ah GV igeli) G
L R A Diswctor of Al Intelligence
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11 December. Continental Divide AFS, New Mexico. (12/02132-12/06252)
"Meteors?" "It is obvious that they do not believe this explanation."

A 2/C George Veylupek was a dog handler who worked sentry duty at the Con-
tinental Divide Air Force Station in New Mexico. The station included the
769th ACEW radar site.

At 0213(December 12th Zulu time) airman Veylupek was outdoors. The sky
was clear with unlimited visibility. Surface winds were calm., In the north-
ermn sky a bright spot appeared. At first Veylupek thought he was observing a
falling star, and that was nothing to get excited about. To Veylupek's great
surprise, the 'meteor' suddenly reversed course and noved in level flight!
Soon after another object appeared. The sentry dog handler alerted radar op-
erations. Personnel emerged from the darken scope room to make a visual
check. A group of ten men were now watching for 'meteors."

Over a period of four hours up to two dozen objects were seen. All obser-
vers agreed on the appearance of the objects: ‘Ubjects oblong, size of pencil
eraser, color of cigarette ash, [grey?]...no formation, sharply defined lead-
ing edge. Tail approximately the length of the object." (41.)

The cbjects flew on a seemingly level flight and were visible for three to
five seconds and disappeared when over head or slightly before. The objects
abruptly disappeared like a ''light being switched off." BIUE BOOK commented:

*This report prepared by commander and operations officer. There is
no positive knowledge of the cause of these sightings. Observers will
not definitely identify objects as meteors and will not positively
discount such an explanation. It is obvious, however, that they do
not believe this explanation." (42.)
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11 December. 'Many parts of the Pacific area.” (See clipping below)

PUZZLES i g e

maovinge aboul ahave wy, 1i
circlad armiind fur obout 20
i wecomitn mod theg ?
' shal off to e north-cast ™ H
“It wasn't :
l’t
SI YJ‘-"' - a_meteor”
. A TQKIO report says .-
B[(’RB and more re- that targ» !um‘lun\n o
a orts of slrange Ject “as Drlght ow the
lights In the sky are noon” ond necompanled
being  recclved  from by a “sizling” sound was
,many parts of Lhe seom eurtr yeseemuy
t:aeme nres, kiec Observatory
The Intext sl‘\hunm are belieud the object might
]rlul-m.'a i Melhaurne and bhave been & meteor, ul
sdopan, aod ML Strmato melcomlog!sh who ' saw
Olnervatory, near  Con- the object x0ld It was
berra, revenled yesterday quite  different from o
thai many people had re- meteny,
rted “a strange object” en readers rsh;
“':om”‘“ nst  Friday Bun sharlly alter f'o lut
O Beyearnll . nlfht with reports  of
Norman tehelt n& bright,  glowing oblu:t
H N above the southern horlzon,
ennle Killender, hoth n But. according to Mr. B
Niswwh k - rd, ., Charles, of the Amateur
Rrunswick, were w.lkin Astronomy Saclety of Vic-
g_o‘ag“kg'ﬂ:pg‘” Eas’ lorls, ‘the lght was Lhe
esterduy  when  suddenly lﬂ,.“,‘:;‘{mxm pnusually §
ey sawW , , . e i i o 11 :

11 December. Chestnut(?), Louisiana. (no time) -
UFO almost sets car on fire?
Ray Palmer's Flying Saucers magazine states:

YA mysterious UFO which ‘resembled the rising sun,' according to Mrs.
Mary Louise Tobin, a school teacher from Chestmut, La., almost set a
car on fire. Mrs. Tobin was driving on State Highway 1 last December
11, when, after spotting the object, she noticed another car, parked
in’the vicinity of the UFO, smoking as if it were on fire.

“People were getting out of the smoking auto. The driver, an elder-
‘ly lady, came over to the Tobin car, bringing along a little girl who
had suffered burns, apparently from the intense heat of the saucer. By
that time the object had gone away, and the damaged car stopped smok-
ing. It would not start, however, until Mrs. Tobin pushed it with her
car. lmforumtely. newspaper accounts, from which this was taken,
o.(hd not. give the name of the bumed child nor of the elderly lady."
43.)

11 December. Sao Francisco, Maranhao State, Brazil. (no time)
*Grass scorched.” (See below)

By - —

§ 70 FRANZISCO, Marankio State (Northern Brazil), Dec. 1}, ‘37 (Cxet.lt' “0 Dia®, Dec.
14, 57 & CleaNX)-—Fwn Tobocenha villagz, 330 Frinclsco County, cane the nows of a UFO
who we sighted just at the momont it 2ttewipted the landing. WITHESSES RAN TO THE SoOT,
BUT FELT A STRUNG HEAT WHEN IT WAG CLIMBING, THE GRASS OVER THERE BECAME SCORGILD.
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11 December. Prince George, British Columbia.
*The Salzburg space traveller."

Staff writer Ron Powell of the Prince George, British Columbia, newspaper
The Citizen, interviewed a local resident who felt compelled to relate an un-
usual personal experience. Powell found the man's claims fantastic and tried
to catch the fellow making mistakes on minor points. Powell could not, to his
satisfaction, prove the man was lying. The editor permitted the story to be
published in the December llth edition of The Citizen:

] was working for the United States Occupation Army in Austria.
On May 15, 1951, I was driving for QM Colonel Cousin. He commanded
me to drive Mr. Haste to Linz from Salzburg. Mr. Haste was teach-
ing evening classes to United States soldiers in Linz. My job was
to drive him from Salzburg to Linz three times a week.

"This particular day I came back as usual from Linz at about 11 o'
clock at night and arrived at the motor 1 five miles north of
Salzburg. [ started for home, leaving the car at the motor pool. [
took a short cut, and on the left side was brush. It was dark,
with moon.

“Suddenly someone came out of the brush and came close tome. I
could only see the outline in the dark, but he seemed to have a
helmet on. He was about my height, maybe a little shorter. He
had something in his hand and he pointed it at me. I thought it

“After the click he waved his hand quickly and I went to put my
arm up in front of my face but I was paralzed. I felt like falling
down, but I didn't. He put a black square plate on my chest and
Strapped it around my back. I could hear a dog barking in the
distance, but I couldn't hear him walking. He must have walked
very easily. I could see his outline as he walked around me.

“After he strapped the plate on me he walked in front of me, and
pointed the thing in his hand at the plate on my chest rather than
at my head like before. He walked away and pulled me after him. I
couldn't move or walk, but just pulled me along after him. [ wasn't
actually in the air, but my full weight wasn't on the ground. It
seemed as if 1 was light.

*“Behind the brush was a small field. In the field, hidden from
the.road, was a round object about 150ft. in diameter. It was
dark, and I couldn't tell what it was. My first though was that a
spy had captured me for some reason.

*The thing that led me sort of rose from the ground and took me
after him to the top of the object. He did something, either step-
ped on something or pushed some button, and a door opened and he
pulled me after him down into the dark. [ was plenty scared and I
wondered what would happen next. I got down into the dark and I
could finally feel a floor under my feet.

"I knew that where I was was either glass or plastic, because the
stars could be seen shining up above. Then I saw the outline of
what looked like a door, and he pulled me through into what I later
found was a room of glass or plastic.
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*He kept his finger, or what I thought was his finger but later
saw was some form of pencil-shaped object, pointed at me until I
was inside the room. He kept it pointed at me all the time, then
when 1 was in the room he toock it off me and I sank down to the
floor. He went out and I could see his outline. There was a sort
of shaking sensation, and I knew the door to the room had shut.

"The next sensation I had was a sensation of rising up into the
air. I had never flown in my life. In a few mimutes I could see
the left half of the moon shining. I was scared, but I figured I
was dreaming. Then I started to feel my hands and feet again. I
sat up, and then I got up on to my feet. By this time we were in
the sunlight.

"] looked across the ship and I could see the person that had
brought me there, He was standing over by the wall, and there were
some levers there. He looked like a person, like we are. A little
bit shorter than me.

"To me at that time he looked like a devil. He had no hair at all.
I could see through the sort of glass helmet. His head was sort of
cylinder form. A very high forehead, with bug eyes. You could see
lots of little eyes in the two big eyes. It seemed to me it looked
like the eyes of a fly. No nose at all, just two holes. He had a
very small slit for a mouth. It looked like he had skin, it was
sort of white. There were two holes for the ears. His skull was
very large.

“The torso was round kind of like a tin can. The legs were of pro-
portionate length. His arms were a little bit shorter than our amms,
I would say. His hands seemed to be three long fingers. I couldn't
see any neck, but he was wearing material that was like silver but
wasn't shiny. This covered all of him except the head part which had
on the helmet. He didn't look at me at all.

*The main part of the ship that I could see from the room I was in
appeared to be round and the walls were like glass, but you couldn't
see through them. The floor was made of glass or plastic. In the
middle of the floor, under the glass, was a black plate, something
1like 1 had strapped on my chest. From the corners of the plate,
which looked to be about ten feet square, black beams ran to the
walls of the ship.

"] could see under the black plate and there seemed to be a dup-
licate room on the other side of the ship. I could see the same kind
of levers on the wall as the Thing was standing beside.

“As soon as we came out in the sun, I could feel burning heat, but
he pulled a lever, and a covering like blue water came over the roof.
Then the sun was normal, but I could still see through it.

My first thought was that I was dreaming, and then my second
thought was that I was dead and that my soul was rising up.

*The ship was not rotating or going sideways, but kind of gliding
straight up. I could see the Sun like a ball of fire, and the Moon
like was like a silver ball, but the rest was darkness. Suddenly, as
I looked up, the Moon was right above us and it seemed to come down
at us. Suddenly we were both standing on what had been the roof. We
seemed to be about a quarter of a mile above the Moon.
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"] could see clearly the craters on the surface of the Moon. There
were lots of them. The ground seemed to be a greyish colour, and I
could see rocks and hills. We were in the sunny part of the Moon.
The ship glided to the right and into the darkness.

“Then the driver stopped the ship. I could feel it sort of waiting.
It was dark all around ocutside, but the sun seemed to shine into the
ship. I saw the Thing take one of the pencil things that he had
pointed at me, and he pointed it downwards. I thought at that time
that he must be from the Moon and that he was signalling someone
down below.

"There was no noise from the ship or from the signal. After about
five minutes we started to move again to the right. My first thought
was that I'm going back to Earth. " But I could see the outline of
America and Asia, and I could see clouds,

*The Earth and the Moon were going away from me very fast. Then [
began to think that this was from another planet.

“"Suddenly another planet seemed to loom up in front of us, and I
thought we were going to crash into it. I was sure of this but the
driver suddenly stopped it again, but there was no jerk. I realised
then we were still quite a way from the planet, and then we started
to glide sideways down towards the ground.

“I looked out over the land and it loocked like paradise.

“As we went down 1 looked over the land, and on one side there were
Ted fields. On the other side there were what looked like grey-green
fields. Some places in the fields were what looked like big chimmeys
rising from the ground. It was bright daylight and the sun was shin-
ing with no clouds in the sky.

"We were approaching the red fields and I could see rivers with blue
water in them, The rivers ran straight and at intervals there were
bridges built across them and I could see roads. The bridges were
just like our bridges.

“From up high I could see no sign of life.

“Then we glided to a field that was filled with saucers like I was
in. There appeared to be hundreds of them. They were of different
colours, grey, gold and silver. But there were no black or red ones.

“The driver stopped the ship about a quarter of a mile above them by
just pulling a lever. Then we went straight down until we were about
%0 or 30 feet from the ground, and he parked the ship on a high plat-

orm.

*As we went down I could see the same kind of people were in them
like my driver.

"When we got on the platform the driver pulled a laver and the glass
slid back, and he went outside. He put the pencil-like thing to his
chest and slowly dropped to the ground like a falling leaf. He then
started to walk very fast along to the third or fourth saucer. He
pointed the pencil at his chest again and sort of jumped up inside
the ship. He was inside that ship for about 10 minutes. 1 could see
that the Thing in the other ship was smaller than the driver of the
ship I was on.

*while he was inside the ship I looked around at the other saucers
and I could see the same type of people.
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Suddenly, quite a way away I saw two ships that had people from
Earth on them. One ship was sort of dirty looking and there was one
man, one woman, and two kids in it. In another saucer nearby that
was kind of golden I saw one man and one woman.

"I was going to wave at them but I felt scared. 1 was waiting for
them to wave but they didn't wave. After I saw them I thought that I
would have to stay here with them now.

"Way off in the distance by the river I could see things moving.
They were dark, but I couldn't see what they were. Maybe they looked
like a herd of beef, but I couldn't tell for sure.

"Down on the bround I could see big red flowers growing. They look-
ed something like our sunflowers. There were some green patches be-
teen them, but there were the flowers as far as the eye could see.
The earth could be seen in patches too and it was just the same as
our earth.

"I got to thinking that I must be on Mars. I remembered what I had
learned in school about being red, with canals, and it seemed to me
that this must be Mars, although I wasn't 100 per cent sure because I
kind of lost location of things when we had left the Moon.

"Then the driver of the ship came back from the other ship. He got
back inside and closed the door again. Then we took off the same way
we had come. We went up and up into the darkness and then I could
see a moon that looked like & tin ball. We came quite close to it,
and I could see it was smooth and silvery, without any signs of cra-
ters on it.

"] didn't know where we were going then. 1 thought we might be going
farther yet. After about ten minutes, I could see what looked like
half of our Moon and I realized we were approaching the sunny side of
Earth.

"] was very glad to see that it was Earth. But we came at it with
such a terrible speed that I thought for sure we would crash. The
driver stopped the ship again when it seemed we hit the atmosphere,
and he glided down towards Earth. I seemed to know he was going to
take me back to where he found me, but I had the impression that he
was going to kill me because he would want to keep it secret,

*"We came into the darkness and then went down to the ground and I
knew we were back at the same place he picked me up.

"] was really afraid he would kill me. He opened the door and took
the small pencil thing and pulled me cut the door the same way he pull-
ed me in. He guided me right back to the road. At that time I could
walk, but I was very light and he was just pulling pe.

'He took the pencil from my chest and pointed it at my head. At that
moment a dog started to bark at us from about a quarter of a mile up
the road and it seemed to have startled him, because the pencil-thing
clicked and nothing happened to me.

"] knew from the first experience 1 should be paralyzed, so I just
pretended to be so that he wouldn't know., He took the plate off my
chest and went back to the ship.

"] stayed the way 1 was until I saw the outline of the saucer going
off into the distance. Then I ran home.

My wife was still up and she saw me all excited. She asked what had
happened and I told her: ‘Nothing. I'm just sick.'



44

"I couldn't tell her about the experience because she would have
thought I was completely crazy. I noticed the timé when I got home
and it was 12:20 a.m. The whole trip had taken about an hour. I
think when the Thing pointed the pencil at my head it was to make me
forget what had happened, or else to kill me, I don't know which.

"] have never told anyone else about this for two reasons. First, no
one would ever believe me, and they would want to lock me up as a
crazy man. Second, 1 am sure those people on Mars know everything
that is happening here, and if I had told people about it before they
would have taken me away again, or killed me.

“I'm telling this now in order to help people to know what is going
on in space. My heart is bothering me now, and I feel I won't be liv-
ing too much longer, so I have nothing to fear from those Martian peo-

le.
p"Frcun this experience I've had, I feel those people's culture and
scientific knowledge is much ahead of curs. They don't need satel-
lites to launch thier spaeships and they have conquered many of the
problems of space we are trying to conquer. They seem to power their
ships with rays, but it's not with motors like ours.

"My experience and seeing those other Earth people on that planet
show me those creatures have a great knowledge of the people here and
are mich ahead of us. This creature treated me only as an animal.

"After that incident I couldn't stay in that country, and in October
of that year 1 came out to Canada. I have finally felt I want to
make this story public.

"With two satellites up circling the globe now, maybe a few more peo-
ple will believe my story. Anyway, I have told you it just as I re-
member it happening ---and it is as clear as yesterday.” (44.)

Records show no URD reports from Austria on May 15, 1951, but some 300 in-
habitants of Neuchatel, Switzerland, did see something on the 12th, some three
days before, A strange object spewing a milky-colored wake sped across the
sky in spurts of speed in a sweeping curve. The object then flipped over and
shot straight up at high speed. (45.) .

Flying Saucer Review receives the "space traveler report.

It was Dr. P.M.H. Edwards of Victoria, British Columbia, who sent in a clip-
ping cut from The Citizen to Charles Bowen of England's Flying Saucer Review.
Bowen's first Teaction was to: "...reach for a very largé pinich of salt." (46.)
The ¢laims made were fantastic and the man telling them had refused to give his
name. There was no other witnesses and no supporting evidence. The story, as -
4 result, received very little attention.

11 Decenber. Near Barranquilla, Colombia. (night)

Three luminous objects were identified as flying saucers were sighted by the
crew of a passenger plane. Captain Voelk radioed to a ground station that a
trio of luminous objects were spotted crossing the sky at an estimated 20,000
feet altitude. Co-pilot Afonso Gomes said the objects passed by at a very high
speed, perhaps as fast as 2,000 mph. (47.)
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12 December. Ralph Mayher and the CIA.

PFC Ralph Mayer, a-Marine photographer, captured a UFO on movie film back
on July 29, 1952, The footage was loaned to the Air Force and for some rea-
son “disappeared" while in the military's hands. Later the Air Force denied
ever having the film. This "seizure,' if we can call it that, like other
such incidents which involved entire films or selected frames, had made UFO
researchers suspicious of the way the Air Force treated photographic evidence.

The Mayher film may have faded into history as a.case of 'Mayher's word vs
the U.S. Air Force's" had not the Marine kept some of the best frames in his
possession. The huge November 1957 UFO flap caused Mayher to take steps to
make his pictures better known. He now worked for a television station in
Cleveland and UFOs were big news. Mayher released one of his UFO frames to
the press. The picture turmned up on the newswires on November 6th at the
height of the UFO excitement. This coincided with interest in UFOs by some-
one in Congress.

"A request from the Hill."

The same day Mayher's UFO picture appeared in newspapers across the country,
two agents from the CIA's Domestic Contact office in Detroit paid a visit to
the ex-Marine. (48.) The agents claimed that the Air Force had ‘''lost" the
originals given them earlier and replacements were needed. The claim the Air
Force had "misplaced' the film had the effect of taking the boys in blue off
the hook as being seen as a kind of thief, as well as directing Mayher away
from the actual fact that it was the CIA that really wanted the frames (A de-
classified CIA document admits the Air Force still had the originals). The
agents left nothing to chance and told Mayher the interest of the CIA in the
frames was not to be disclosed to anyone. According to Mayher, the agents made
a verbal promise that the results of any tests on the frames would be given to
him. Mayher agreed to lend the five frames he had to the CIA for a limited
time (two weeks).

This was an opportunity for the agency to seize all of the Mayher film but
that did not happen, probably for two reasons. For one thing the CIA apparent-
ly had already conducted tests on the footage given the Air Force and the five
frames Mayher had probably couldn't tell them anything new. Secondly, the CIA
seems to have been very sensitive to any mention of ageny's interest in the.
film. As an employee of KYW-TV, Cleveland, Mayher was well placed to give the
CIA public relations headaches.

The CIA's Detroit office probably was not aware of all the details of the
Mayher case. Bvidently action was taken acting on orders from someone very
important cutside the agency because we do know the Mayher inquiry was initiat-
ed by a phone call from someone in Congress (the Hill).

Within days the CIA returned the borrowed frames to Mayher. Mayher was
happy the agency had showed an interest and told the CIA's Detroit office he
was planning a regular TV show which would feature UFO information. He wanted
to use the results of any test on his film as part of a future program. Since
he had been promised test results, verbally, Mayher expected something, however
the Chief of the Detroit office put a damper on that: "...it was very doubtful
but that I would pass on the request to headquarters." (49.) In other words,
his reply amounted to a polite "no." Mayher then tried another vay to get
some mileage out of his CIA adventure by requesting permission to make known
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the agency's interest in the film. Mayher was dyeaming. The Detroit Chief
reported to CIA headquarters: 'My immediate reply was in the 'negative.’' This
was accepted graciously by (...deleted). {50.) (Mayher's name was deleted in
declassified CIA documents but there is no doubt who is being referred to).
Mayher then asked if he could write to the director of the CIA and ask for
the evaluation of his film. The Detroit Chief said it was the right of every
American citizen to write anyone he wanted. That ended the exchange.

The Detroit Chief signed off on his message to headquarters with the re-
mark: "This memo is being forwarded for any interest it may have and to pre-
vent any repercussions or flaps." (51.)

1Z December. Eatonville, Ontario, Canada. (about 7:00 p.m.)
“*I1luminated object."

Canadian police (the OPP) were called in to investigate a bright glowing
body that was seen zooming around over Ontario:

"The OPP is investigating an unidentified 'illuminated object®
which darted over Eatonville 30 miles east of Chatham, Ontario,
Canada, December 12, 1957. It was headed in the direction of
Windsor.

"Witnesses could give no explanation of the strange sight, but
said the phenomena was ‘much brighter and lower than any star.'

"It was first spotted about 7 p.m. by Mrs. Robert Moore of RR 2,
near Blenheim. She said it drew an arc over Eatonville and con-
tinued in a western direction.

"tAt first I thought it was a star but it was a hundred times
brighter.’

]'(')"If was the size of a football and appeared quite low in the
sky.

"District radar units reported height at from 35,000 to 40,000
feet. ,

“Const. Ted Wickens of Chatham, and John McPherson of Ridgetown
OPP were sent to the scene and both saw the object.

*Wickens said he saw the object in flight for over 20 minutes.

"It was far too bright for a meteor or star.'

*Telephone lines into OPP headquarters in Chatham were jammed
with calls from persons who sighted the object and civil defense
units from as far away as Peterboro." (52.)

12 December. Kent and Essex, Ontario, Canada. (7:30 p.m.)
*Whirling, flaming orange ‘'saucer®.’

Apparently the same '‘saucer" seen at Eatonville put on a show on both sides
of Lake Erie. (See clippings)

13 December. Mexico City airport, Mexico. (9:40-9:55 a.m.)

A letter accompanied by some drawing was sent to the “Pentagon, Washington
D.C." by a Mexican citizen. The material ended up in BMUE BOOK files. The
case is listed as '"unidentified" but that does not mean it is a good example
of a mysterious incident. The UFOs were supposed to have been seen by many
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people at a busy airport but we have the testimony of only one person,
Air Force experts also suggested the possibility the UFO formation was

a balloon train. The witness insisted, however, the UFOs were discs
and not ball-like objects. The UFO formation spun around, and as it did
so, the objects banked at a 45° angle which clearly showed the UFOs had
a disc-like profile. According to the witness the objects glowed with
very bright colors. (See drawings. The shading is apparently meant to

indicate different colors)

14 December.
Orange object in a grey cloud.

* * *

First saw the object whils driving
in Menocher Blvd, about 100’ yds.
west of QGoucher  Btreet-Menocher
Blvd. intersection. {which 1s about
2 miles due west of~—Johnstown City
Hall), The time waa sometime be-
tween 12:30-1:00 AM., Baturday,
Dec. 14, 1057. “When I first saw It
(the object) I slowed my car down
to aboudt 10 miles an hour, It.sp-
peared (the cbject) at the time to

Johnstown, Pennsylvania.

(12:30-1:00 a.m.)

(See article below) (53.)

v
1

-

X
i

be over the Southmont residentlal .

section of the city, {due east from
CGoucher-Menocher intersection) 1
judged It to be at about an altitude
of 1500 ¢, The object was of huge
size; diameter of about 150-300.1%
(estimate) Some idea of what the
obfect looked like can be obtalned
by taking a transparent basin full
of soapy water and putting » orange

‘
t

- &

(s half) and holding it in such & -

way that the orange shows beneath
the soapy top of the. water at &
slight angle, I might add that at the
tims I saw the object it was sure
younded by a dull grey cio

shapoe) of & alze roughly about 20
times as big as the disc-lke object.
The object was of a brighyf orangs
color. I noticed no sonto to the
object, thereby- asauming thp object
to be perfectly amooth, I eqntinued
on down the highway to ths
¢ity (all the while keepingithe ob~
fect in sight) until I reached West-
mont Senlor High Bchool [{exactly
1%miles due east of Johmtqwn City
Hall) where I noted the fact that

-

ud thab
was ragged looking (of no ttlntes "

v W

s

>

the object was now on my left, look-
ing to bs over the Dalsytown resl-
dential  section of J:;mtown
(Northeast from my position at the
High Bchooly at about an altitude
I estimated to bo about 3,000 feetl.
‘The object would hold its, position
for about 7 or 8 seconds, Then it
would accelerats rapldly away from
me. {I judged this by the fact that
1ts size scomed to diminishirapidly.)
As I reached the *¥e Olde Country
Club,” (about 350 yards gown the
highway from Westmont High) I
judged the object to be wver the
QGlestown-Richland Township resi-
dential section of the clty. {due sast
from my position.) The last I saw
the object was when I was at the
Barnett 8treet-Menocher Blvd. in-
tersection. 1 atopped at, s point
further down the highway from the
interseotion (about 1% miles from
Johnstown City Hall due south) for
the purpose of further observing the
object, It continued to go in the di-
rection of Windber until I:lost sight
of it. I could not judge the object
in relation to any ataras because the
cloud around the object obscured
the sky. I would further:add that
the object was at all timea a bright
orange, some times the density of
the color of the object would changs,
but not to any appreclahle degree.
Further, the object was a all times
Hiited at a slight angle ang the cloud

At no time reflected any of tha ob-,

Ject's light,
Names withheld by request,
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14 December. Frederecia, Denmark. (Between 1:00-2:00 a.m.)
‘Mother Ship?"

Denmark, which was undergoing a UFO flap, recorded an unusual sighting on
the 14th. England's Flying Saucer Review used the expression ‘Mother Ship"
when it informed its Teaders about the incident. Whatever the thing was, it
was quite a sight:

*On the evening of December 14-15 at about between one and two
a.m., three young men returning from a gathering at Alminde, near
Kolding, Jutland, saw in the sky---there was no moon---a huge
lighted object. Its rays were red or orange and its shape was
oval., They saw this object come toward the earth. They watched
for about 18-19 minutes. The object lay on its side, leaning 10-
15 degrees, and a dark streak seemed to cross it. The huge space
ship quivered in cessantly and moved slightly all the time, but
suddenly it was still and from its centre came two small objects.
They drifted away in a northerly direction and soon disappeared
completely while the big mother ship turned over and lay on its
side and quivered some more. The observers then realized the big
ship was further away than they first thought. Perhaps it was
over the town of Fredercia or water. Later the big ship flew up-
wards while a fan-shaped tail of light spread after it.

*The space ship was seen further along the coast, where it was
photographed. The photographer saw the object for five to six
minutes and it seemed to him to be about 10 times larger than the
moon and very high in the sky." (54.)

14 December. Bedfordshire, England. (7:30 p.m.)
Impression of a light shining down.

A Mr. John Jordan owned a mill that generated its own electricy, 110 volts
D.C., and that might be why it was of some interest.
Returning home at 7:30 p.m. the evening of the 14th, Mr. Jordan noticed:

*...a round vhite light over his mill which gave him the impress-
ion of a shining down. He estimated it to be 12 inches in diameter.
The object which looked like a landing light of an aircraft, hovered
above the mill and from its stationary position reached a speed of
about 100 m.p.h. in 5 seconds travelling in a northerly direction
towards Sandy. It kept a level course and then came to an abrupt
stop.'t (55.)

14 December. Langdon, North Dakota. (night)
'‘Mostly magnesium oxide?"

Some news from North Dakota was of special interest to APRO Director Coral
Lorenzen. She explains:

"A strange bit of metallic substance picked out of the ashes of the
burned haystack at Langdon, North Dakota, turned out to be a bit of
a poser. A lighted green object was seen to fall into a haystack by
farmer FEd Waslashi on the night of December 14, The material eventu-
ally found its way into the hands of Professor Nicholas N. Kohanowski

" of the University of North Dakota, who examined it. In a press re-
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lease which found itself as far away as the Jornal do Brasil in Rio
de Janiero, the professor said the metal was light, porous, mostly
magnesium oxide, and not a meteorite nor clinker or ordinary fuel.
This particular incident was of extreme interest to APRO, for Dr.
Olavo T. Fontes was at that time winding up his investigation of
the Ubatuba Beach fragments..." (56.)

Coral noted:

»,..the that the Langdon metal fell in December put it within
three months of the explosion of the object over Brazil. Unforun-
ately. however, attempts to learn more about the Langdon material
met with frustration, for repeated letters to Kohanowski brought no
response whatsoever.' (57.) (See clipping)

Prof Says. Object From Sky
S Ty

of material which repartedly blszed out of the (it
a. rocket or oer man-made object or Is 5
Prok.-Nicholes N -

t

reporter for the Laogdoa, NDo| Tucson, Arizona
weckly newspaper, wha said it was Arizona Star.
given to Kim by farmer Ed Was S—— e
mdmmmw» 16 December 57
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14 November. Columbia City, Indiana. (5:40 p.m.)
Five disc~like objects.
The local newspaper printed:

*Mr. and Mrs. Ray E. Geyer of R? saw five flying saucers Saturday
at 5:40 p.m. They were travelling east on Road 14 about a mile west
of Road 9. They observed to their left about 1,000 feet off the
ground, five disc-like objects travelling at a terrific rate of
speed 1n a westerly direction.

"Mrs. Geyer first noticed the objects and Mr. Geyer stopped the car.
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All five objects in the air stopped, too. The objects were brilliant
white similar to fluorescent lights. They stood motionless for about
five minutes and looked like they were tied together in a chain about
a block apart. As they started their car to leave, the cbjects dis-
appeared.

"™Mr. Geyer has had four years experience with planes and said the
objects definitely were not planes. He is wondering if anyone else
observed the 'saucers.'' (58.)

16 November. Old Saybrook, Connecticut. (2:00-3:00 a.m.)}
"Near Landing?"

CSI New York was reluctant to accept the story but it was pointed ocut that
the woman witness was the holder of two degrees from Yale University. The
fact that the witness was highly educated was enough to get the claimed ex-
perience published in an issue of the CSI Bulletin.

It seems a Mrs. Starr spent the Winter months at a small house (cottage)
in a marsh close to Long Island Sound. She lived alone and there were few
people in the area at that time of year. Unfortunately, because she was so
isolated, there was no one else to lend support to her claims,

when a bright light 1it up Mrs. Starr's bedroom at 2:00 a.m. the morning
of the 16th, it awakened her from a sound sleep. There was a road out front
but it was little travelled so she did not expect any traffic, especially at
that hour. Curious, she went to the window and peered out.

Here is the rest of the incredible story:

“Looking out, she saw, just coming to a stop ten feet from the house
and parallel to it, a huge machine 20 or 30 feet long, dark gray or
black, with brilliantly lighted square portholes. Her first thought
was, a troop carrier was off course and about to crash west of her
garden. But the object was now motionless, hovering five feet above
the ground. It had no wings, fins, or other extemal structure.

"Behind the lighted 'windows' were two forms that passed each other,
walking in opposite directions., Their arms were upraised (apparently
the right armm of each) and no hands were seen. They wore a Epind of
jacket, and she thought they were stwards, carrying trays--except
that their heads were unusual. They were square or rectangular, of a
reddish-orange, with a brighter red 'bulb' in each. (The witness sug-
gested the possibility of some kind of helmet.) The feet were cut of
view below the portholes. Then a third man entered from the left,
and Mrs. Starr leaned forward to try to see his face more clearly than
the others.

"As she did so, the portholes faded and the entire shell of the ob-
ject began to glow with scintillating brilliance. Immediately, there
rose from the nearer end a kind of 'antenna,' about six inches long.
It oscillated and sparkled; Mrs. Starr thought it must be signaling
for direction.



53

"For almost five minutes the glow and the sparkling continued; then
the antenna lower and the craft began to move. Mrs. Starr expected
it to circle the toolshed to get away; but it seemed to be a double-
ender, and moved to the right, back in the direction from which it
had come. It made a very sharp right-angle turn--Mrs. Starr thought
it would hit her blue spruce, but it did not; 'they had a good navi-
gator,* she says. It had tumed a dull bluish-gray again, and in-
stead of portholes, small circular lights outlined the entire rim.
Its shape now appeared to be oval, and as it dipped, or ‘undulated,'
to follow the contour of a shallow depression just beyond the garden,
she saw that it was very shallow in depth. Over the marsh it titlted
teeply, and shot up into the sky at the speed of a jet take-off, but
in complete silence, as throughout the entire affair.

*Except for the 'men,' Mrs. Starr had seen nothing inside the craft
(such as chairs, instruments, or the like). And it was not until she
began to consider the dimensions of the object that she fully real-
ized how strange its occupants were. For it had been above her
clothes line, which is four and a half feet above the ground, yet she
had clearly seen, across and beyond it, the white door and eaves of
the toolshed. The craft being so shallow, how tall were the ‘men?’
They could not have been more than four feet high at the most.

"Although Mrs. Starr did not see the object until it was under her
window, she thinks it may have approached the house from Long Island
Sound, on a south to north course (See map.), because there had been
other experiences, for example, the local paper carried a report of a
hotel caretaker who had seen about 40 oblong reddish objects, bright-
er than stars, with one seeming larger than others, scattered over a
wide area of sky and moving north to south until they disappeared,
after five minutes, into a cloudbank." (59.) (See drawings of Mrs.
Starr's experience as taken from the CSI Newsletter)

16 December. Crockatt Sa, Brazil. (8:45 p.m.)
Object follows train.

The Central do Brazil agent for Crockett Station was questioned about a UFO
that appeared in the sky over the city. The agent said the strange object,
which had an estimated diameter of six inches,* followed a cargo train from
Miguel Bournier Station to Crockett Sa. The UFO glowed brightly and seemed to
be at a height of about 5,000 feet. The object was seen at 8:45 p.m. on the
16th of December. The UFO gave off an intense orange light that was so strong
the faces of the witnesses took on an orange tinit as they gazed upward. The
UFQ appeared round-shaped and maneuvered from the right to the left. The
meaning is not quite clear in the translation, but it seems that the UFO had a
spot of gray color on it, like dull aluminum. According to its location in
space, the orange light was shining strongly or feebly over the spot.

The sighting lasted 10 minutes and during that time some 20 people viewed
the UF0. A few of the women witnesses panicked. (60.)

* At am's length?
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18 December. Caracas, Venezuela., (6:10 p.m.)

A jog? )

Sputnik II came under great scrutiny the world over. The news media kept

everyone informed of the satellite's orbit. Scientists were even more inter-
ested and were making photographic studies.

There were various reports of objects ''in orbit with the Russian moon"
but these “spuricus Sputniks' were explained as meteors, errors in observa-
tion, or more reasonanly, parts of the Russian rocket's final stage achiev-
ing a temporary orbit. Howver, a Dr. luis E. Corrales of Caracas, Venezuela,
found an odd luminous streak on a photograph plate exposed on Becember 18th.
A blow up of the negative puzzled the professor. He released a statement to
the press the next day:

“It cannot be a double exposure, for the stars also would have re-
gistered double images on the plate, and they didn't. It cannot be
an intermal (camera) reflection, for the path isn't the same size
as the one left by the sputnik. It is not a scratch on the plate,
for examination by examination by amgnifying glass reveals that it
is a precipitation of the emulsion on the photographic material,
which is accomplished by light alone. The camera photographed
something we can't identify...if the luminous trail running paral-
lel to the satellite's trail is the path produced by another body,
and it became luminous during a short period of time, we would be
making a hypothesis hard to prove." (61.)

What was very strange was that the time exposer negative showed that the
image made a “short jog," --a flight deviation! (62.)

19 December. Fairchild AFB, Washington. (12:51 a.m.)

n
x.‘ 5

: fhh light was observed by my wife and my father:fer’
A0 soveral nights, tho much earler about 5:00 to 5:30 Pm ™
RIt -seemed to be 1ike a flash light held upside down with

- ust‘ithe. light shining 2 down, I have seen
FTIIghts usual]y following jot planes, the lights

cm and"‘go probably 4O or 50 fest ‘elow the planes

I witnessed this on two differeat occasions, They are

no'b part of the planes, as I have watched other planes 1

'tollmd.ng undor then, Bt certainly was not an optical
,.,.mnaion 88 4t was in Jscember about the middle of the
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19 December. Pepperrell AFB, Newfoundland.  (23022-23102)
“Red egg."

The information regarding the UFO movements apparently have been misinterpet-
€d. A teletype message that discribed the sighting states that the object was
first spotted at 23027 and at that time it was stationary. The message then
states that the UFQ moved 1} miles northeast at 2310Z.  (See BLUE BOOX file
card) (63.)

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DAYE 2 LOCATION 12 CONCLUSIONY
‘ d1andd Pubely Bul
1957 Newfoundland robebly won
3. OATE-TINE onoﬁv 4 YYPE OF OBSERVATION O Pesaibtly Belloon
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20 December. CIA headquarters reviews the Mayher situation.

The CIA's Detroit office received a memo regarding its mission of obtain-
ing UFO movie frames from Ralph Mayher. Headquarters approved of Detroit's
handling of the matter, quickly passing over the subject of the film's value.
It was said they had no evaluation results to share with Mayher, however, the
higher ups did inform Detroit the frames were: "...reviewed at a ‘high level'
and returned to us without comment.” (64.) The agency did not want Mayher
to know that, as little as it was, and it suggests that an analysis had been
conducted some time before and was on file. The film could not have been ex-
amined very carefully if it had'merely been "‘reviewed.'

Paragraph Two of the memo deals with the CIA's interest in UFOs. Headquar-
ters wanted to steer attention away from any idea the agency wanted the film
by’ saying the request for the footage came from outside the CIA. Moreover,
nothing other than the original request was on file therefore it was assumed
the case was closed. Further inquiries by Mayher, Headquarters said, should
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be sent to the Air Force for a reply.

Detroit told headquarters about Mayher's plans to create a TV show which
would invite saucer-sighters to tell their stories on the air. Headquar-
ters admitted it was Mayher's right as an American citizen to speak his
mind, but no mention of the CIA would be permitted, especially on a "IV
UFO'* show.

The CIA's need to conceal and protect its interest in the UFO problem
had been plainly stated in memos written back in 1952 and there was no rea-
son to believe the situation had changed to any great degree. Two memos in
particular come to mind. One was dated August Ist issued by Edward Tauss,
the Acting Chief, Weapons § Equipment:

"It is recommended that CIA surveillance of subject matter
[UFO], in coordination with proper authorities of primary oper-
ational concemn at ATIC, be continued. It is stronglywrged,
however,; that:no.indication of CIA interest or concern reach
the press or public. (65.)

A second memo issued by Phillip Strong of the CIA's Office of Scientific
Intelligence on August 14, 1952, said:

It must be mentioned that outside knowledge of agency interest
in Flying Saucers carries the risk of making the problem even
more serious in the public mind than it already is, which we and
the Air Force agree must be avoided." (66.)

Similar sentiments surfaced in March 1966 during the big UFO “Swamp Gas'
flap in Michigan. The pressure on authorities was huge for a time. One ex-
ample illustrates hew intense the situation had become. Fred Beckman, who
taught at the university level, knew little about "Flying Saucers,' or UFOs,
but the uproar over the Michigan excitement triggered his interest. He con-
tacted UFO author/investigator Jacques Vallee who had impressive intellect-
ual cedentials. Over lunch both men planned to discuss the UFO mystery. This
was right after Air Force scientific advisor J. Allen Hynek had given the
news media the now famous ''Swamp Gas" explanation for the incidents in the
Wolverine State. The ""Swanp Gas*' explanation was a public relations disaster
for the military. Few believed in the "'solution.'' Hynek was viewed as a
hopeless skeptic.

when Beckman met Vallee for lunch, he was greatly surprised to find “skep-
tic" Hynek sitting at the same table., What was Hynek doing socializing with
a "pro-UR0" person like Vallee? It tumed out that Hynek had reached a. crit-
ical point in his 18 year career as the Air Force's "prosaic answer man."
Hynek told Beckman: "The straw has hit the camel's back." (67.)

That March in 1966 it wasn't Donald Keyhoe who suggested Congressional in-
quiries. The New York Times reported:

*Gerald R. Ford, House Republican leader, injected a new element by
calling for a 'full-blown' Congressional investigation. Such inquir-
ies have been proposed many times before, but never by one of Mr.
Ford's stature in Government." (68.)

The indorsement of Congressional interest in UFOs by someone the likes of
Gerald Ford drew some candid admissions from official Washington. Reporter
Evert Clark wrote for the Times:



60

*Congress has been and still is reluctant to investigate the idea
that there is more to the UFO than mistaken sightings of natural
or manmade objects.

"To refuse to investigate, however, opens Congress to the charge,
often made by fervent believers, that the Government knows what
the saucers are but is 'covering up.’

"Mr. Ford suggested that the House Armed Services or the Science
and Astronautics Committee hold the investigation.

“A spokesman for the Science Committee said the number of 'reli-
able witnesses' who had reported seeing saucers was small compared
to all the people who thought they had seen them.

"You have to take anybody who says he's seen one, and you know
what that means. Since we handle space, we already get enough
people in here who want to tell us how you can fly to the moon on
a washboard or something...'

""The committee, however, does not laugh at those who believe they
have seen saucers, he said.

"*That might be like laughing at the guy who thought of the submar-
ine for the first time.' .

*Nevertheless, there is some fear in both committees that a 'full-
blown' investigation might frighten much of the public, no matter
\E'hat findings resulted, by seeming to indicate concern in Congress."

69.)

21 December. The Benn UFO photos.

The pictures taken in Los Angeles three weeks earlier by another Ralph,
a Ralph Benn, generated quite a different reaction from local Air Force of-
ficers in contrast to the CIA's response to the Mayher film.

A Colonel Dean Hess, it should be remembered, was quite outspoken for a
military PIO officer. A Korean War ace, Colonel Hess had fearlessly asked
the Secretary of the Air Force back on November 6th for a conplete investi-
gation of UFRD reports ''so the public may know.' (70.)

Benn told Max Miller, editor of "SAUCERS" magazine, of his experiences
three weeks after he took movies of the objects in the sky over East Los
Angeles. Benn related how a Captain Schaller, U.S.A.F., from the Los An-
geles OIS office, phoned him. Benn said:

"He appeared well gleased. perhaps even slightly excited, and des-
cribed the film as being of ‘excellent quality and the best I've
seen, and I've seen quite a few!' He added that Colonmel Dean Hess
was excited about the film and would call me." (71.)

21 December Ponta Poran, Brazil. (6:30 p.m.)

*The Shadow of the Unknown." The beginning of a long series of local
observations.

The witnesses:

Mrs. Ivone Torres de Mendonea; her three sons, Fernando (9 years of age),
Helena {7 years of age), and Luis Augusto (three years of age). Also in
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car was Mrs. Torres' servant Miss Bruna.
¢io Goncalves, a mechanic by trade.

UAOs* “'study* a vehicle full of people.

Unlike the Levelland incidents, the objects in this case were not in a
hurry to leave. In fact they seemed quite curious about the vehile and its
occupants.** All of the witnesses except the two youngest children were per-
senally interviewed by APRO's investigator Olavo Fontes. Everyone's testi-
mony agreed in every detail. Mrs. Torres, the most eloquent of the group,
is the person quoted in the following story taken from Coral lLorenzen's book.

The account tells.us:

Driving the vehicle was a Mr. Mar-

“We had left my farm and were trav-
oling back to Ponta Poran la a jeep
driven by Marelo. Io places the road Is
very deserted, running almost parallel
1o the frontier of Paraguay. The timo wos
6.30 pm. The nigit had come carly bo.
cause of the low-hanglng clouds covering
the whole sky, heralding bad woather
and rawn, Suddenly, for away to the
south, 1 spotted o large ball of ligit
about the size of the full moon. It ap-
peared to be close o the ground, but
o couldn't have been another cor because
it was out of the rozd and far from It;
it couldn't have been a star because It .
was very low—besldes, no star could be
seen through those thick menasing raln
elouds; and It couldn’t have Leon a house
becausc only s few exist In the region
{none st that particular spot), all of them
iiuminated by fecble kerosene lampy.
What was that thing? It must be a ‘fly-
ing soaucer,’ 1 said jokingly. We rapidly
discussed and discarded all the possl.
bilities and the hypothesis of some nat-
ural optical phenemens, unknown to us,
was our first guess. But the light star
to move rapldly in our diroction,
then we saw It wasn't one light, but twp;
that Is, two spherical, luminous objects
flying side by side. They approached the
jeep silently, gradusily Increasing the
gap botween each other so thal, when
naar, cach object wos flylng slong one
side of (he rond. Both of them fellowed

a horizontai course bul oscilfuted from
one side to the other in o slrange wob-
bhng motions. They appeared 8150 Lo be
spinning around their own axes. Then
one of them slopped In mid-air and dived
toward the ground—-slopping again a few
fcet above it, and about 60 feat from us.
The other kept moving, maneuvering in
circles around the jeep, sometimes get-
ting very closo, Tho one that came down

did It performing a ‘dead leaf descent,’
Le., it came dowa in a very peculiar
pendular motlon I had never seen before,
We couldn't aee the outlines of these two
‘things’ very clearly because of the very
intense light they emitled. We could see,
however, that they were shaped -like 2
spherold, enclrcled by a kind of ring at
the equator—just like the planet Saturn.
Both were of the same slze and of two
colors; the upper hemisphere was a fiery
red, also the ring: but the other heml-
sphere was surrounded by a bright
slivery-white glow. In spite of this, we
couldn’t tell if they were solid objec
or nol bocause all of them was Hg!
glaring, dezaling- light, magnificent
and cxiraordinary, hurting our oycs, var-
fablo in intensity and throwing blinding
Jets of light agalost the car.

“The whole ‘crew' of my jeep were
obvipusly scared by the eerls spoctacle.
The road was deserted, anything might
happen—and that was no phenomenon to
be studied and examined rationally. The

children (exeept Fernsndo who was para-

* Coral lorenzen felt the expression 'Unidentified Aerial Object" (UAO)
was a more accurate term than 'UF0." There is some truth to that but
UAO never took hold among the public or UFOlogists.

** APRO surmised that the pilots of the strange craft were not prompted by
morbid curiosity. Instead, the pilot may have wanted to test the emo-
tional and physical reactions of the people in the jeep.



lyzed wiih fear) started to cry. [ was
trembling, frighteced baycnd reason, but
still wos abie to tslk o the driver:
‘Matcio, for the love of God, do not
stop the car. We must run awiy--we
musi go away from this place. Plosse
kocp going, our livos may depend on
it. . . . Fortunaicly my driver Is & man
of courage mnd was able to follow my
orders. Tho jeep starfed to run more
rapidly. But that nightmere wss bet to
ond 50 cosily becauss the two flylng
ohiccts foliowed us, moving slong tho
sides of tho road (we were passing
through 2 FHeld with a few scatiered
treos), sometimen at our right side, some-
{imos st the leR—somotimes coiming very
¢loso to us, sometimes running away to
come back agaln, They stayed around
us oll tho Ume, flying close to the ground
at our side, behind, over or shesd of u3,
dlistant or very closo—apparently moking
& carclul study of tho vehicle snd iis
passengers.

“Wa began to reslise, with the passing
of time, that the two UAOs wers ot
maneuvering st random, There was &
purpose behind thelr movemenis. The
maneuvers were coordinated: whils ons
of them remained In the alr, throwing
beams of Hght st the car, the other
dived at bigh speed toward us (like »
plane), was gons, and sppeared again
to repest the mansuver. There wes also
another tactle they used sometimes: one
o thom moving in frent of tho jeep sud
scnding jois of light toward us {as U o
wtiract our attention), while the other
appearcd to ‘study’ us from behinde
coniing very close. The light they omit
ted was so bright that when ope of lham
was In {ront of us the vislon of the driver
was allecled soveral times and he almost
lost control over the vehiela. This light
was flery red Io color. -

“That strangs chase lasted for twe
hours, It was onded only wheo the jecp
entered the town of Ponta Poran. For
two momenis slong the trip the cor was
stopped, 1 gave the orders 1o the driver
to do so, In spite of my terrer, the
first Uime to make an evaluation of our
siuatios, and to verily whethor the UAOs
were alse interested In o stopped car.
Thelr roaction was instantancous. They
approached rapldly and enc of thom
fanded beside the road, while the othor
ramained motionless i the alr, throwing
s beam of light to illuminate the spot
where iis companion was fanding. This
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light was ol o diffcrent kind, white and
vory intense. It was focused over the
jeep, too, several limes, st reguiar in-
tervals~maybe trunsmitting a signal of
soms sort. Somotimes It came lko »
jot (s narrow beam), sometimes it scom-
ol o comu frum o scarchlight, but we
couldn't loento its source because of the
glare.

Phat first landing wes opparently
verticsl, but 1 sm not sure. The Blinding
fights prevenled o morp aceurale obser-
vation of iho mancuver, The UAD re-
maloed on tho ground for abovt five
minvtes. I was my impression that i
touched the ground, bul Marcio says It
was ficating in mid-air slightly above lt—
1 don’t kmow. That landing yave us @
good opportunily for & betier cbscrva-
tlon becausae the glow around the object
fost most of its brightnuss at that wo-
mont. We wery oble 1o see that the
strange crolt was ¢ huge metallic sphero
about 1§ fect in diometer: o wos en-
cireled at the conler by o large metatlle
ring, Just like the plancl Saturn. But
the ring appearcd to be rolsting, We
sow po portholes, dogrs, or protruding
parts on tho surface of the spherge
nothing, not cven the heles through
which the searchlights should be shining.
The whole surfoce of the spherical ob-
jest showed only a polished, silvery
metisl — nothing more. There way wo
sound, no heat, no smell. The thing was
so alien that my driver, In splie of his
Interest, had 2ot the courage to op-
proach tho strange machine. We then
started lo move ogaiieand so did the
UAO. I took off vertically and joined
o other In the chase thal storted agaln.

“whon the jecp was approaching tho
town, tho two UAQs moved away. Ap-
parently thefr “study'’ was finished. We
then decided 1o stop agam, ihls time 1o
fill up the ges tenk which was almost
empty. Margio got the gasolino can and
began Lo pour the fuel inte Lhe tank, At
this very moment the UAOs made %
startling sppesrsnce. Thoy come sud-
denly, moving at tremendous specd. In
2 fow seconds they were agaln flying
over the jeep. As before, one of them
landed besids the rosd while the other
hoveorod in mud-alr, floshing o powerful
bumof:ﬂveryughtmm;rum
its companlon was coming down. It wak
exactly the same mancuver of the first
landing. But the sccond landing haoted
for about 15 minutes. Al the end, (ke
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was oin the otlicr side of the fronlier—

UAO took off repidly snd joloed the very fur—{lying away to the west. Elvira
other. They climbed up loto the aky, saw it clearly. The passengers In the
but remained in sight until we left the other jecp, however, were not so lucky,
placo lo arrivo at tho fown & fow mln: They arrived loo late to ses the alien
ules loter. ‘Thea they were gono. . . eraft, Dut they sow onother thing—as

“Wo arrived at my homo Ia Ponta stronge us the UAO tsoll: an odd “tuml-
Poran in o highly nervous stalo, Our nous hase’ floating In the air just ol the
faccs showed effects of tho shocking placo of that sceond landing. I dont
adventure, that nighimare on & calm ‘know how to deseribe it, but It scemed
dark night when everything should be 0 bo a kind of phosphorescent mist that
normal. 1 loft the children at homis and hovered on the ground besidoe the road.
went back 1o the road. This timo 1 was At some distance, it looked like a large
togother with my sister-Indow, Mrs. El balloon on the groumd, motionless, glow-
virs Torrcs. My cousin Mr. Silvile Escha- Ing faintly m the darkuess. We all op-
guo and his wile, together with Marcio proached that ecrie phosphorescent mist
ond brothers, followed us with another —~but 5o ono had ho courage 1o put &
joop. hand on il. We walchod as it slowly

“We arrved at the sput where one of dissolved in the faint wind that blow from
the UAQs had londed ttho second timo) the north, unts) It was gone, We, don't
still in timo to sight one of them. It kitow what it was.

(72.)

Before Christmas. Bryson City, North Carolina. (evening)

A minister by the name of Newell McMahan was directing a rehearsal for a
(hristmas program. It was just before the holidays (exact date not remem-
bered}. His house on Hughes Bridge Road was filled with old school chums
(McMahan had 10 years of college --two earned degees), and a group of teen-
agers from a youth group associated with the Mount Calvary Baptist Church.

It was evening and the sky was cloudy. There was a chill in the air. A
light wind was blowing out of the east,

The program rehearsal had just ended when one of the Pastor's friends
burst into the house to exclaim: "Come and see this thingi"™ (73.)

An orange, cigar-shaped, object was visible travelling just above the
trees that covered the mountains. The object, according to Pastor McMahan,
appeared to be some sort of craft, a solid-looking thing that moved silently.
The thing was coming cut of the west. The UFO then proceeded to circle the
valley under its own power(Bryson City was situated in the valley). As he
expressed it, Pastor McMahan was: “...awed, excited, somewhat frightened, and
very curicus." (74.)

The UFO moved at a slow speed which Pastor McMahan compared to a single-
engine airplane like a Piper Cub. At times the UFO would stop, and then
speed up, but mostly it seemed in no hurry.

During its curcuit of the valley the pastor and some others left the house
to get a better look. At its nearest approach, Pastor McMahan estimated its
distance as a few hundred feet. He judged the object to be 50-75 feet in
length and 4-5 feet in diameter, sharply outlined, and having a dull finish.

Eventually the object disappeared over the horizon. (75.)



21-22 (weekend) Lake County, Chio.

"Is Lake County being observed by denizens of some planet?" (See clip-
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22 December. Colonel Hess -phones Ralph Bemn.

As promised, Colonel Hess contacted Benn on the 22nd. The PIO officer was
pleased with the fact Bern released the film to the military before having it
developed. Benn recalled the conversation this way:

'He said that in his opinion, this was the best UFO film he had
seen, and this included the two sequences used in ‘Unidentified
Flying Objects'.® Colonel Hess told me the original film was my
property and would be returned to me. Then he explained that he had
‘taken the liberty of sending the film back to Wright-Patterson AFB,
where they have the facilities to analyze and make copies of the
£film.' He also stated that he had phoned the Pentagon, and the Air
Chiefs of Staff were especially interested when they learned that
the person who taken the film had not yet viewed the results. In a
subsequent conversation with Colonel Hess, he said that I would also
receive a 16mm enlargement of my original footage." (76.)

22 Decenber. Ponta Poran, Brazil. The next day.

Mrs. Torres tells what happened the day following her frightening experi-
ence of being chased by an unknown object:

"Next day, the whole town was excited about the sighting. The
skeptics were a little shaken, mostly, because of the fact that
on the same day several people living in the surrounding areas
came to Ponta Poran also reporting the sighting of strange lights
in the sky the night before." (77.)

A comnent made by Mrs. Torres indicates she was aware of recent UFO news
stories. Either that, or Dr. Fontes asked certain questions, which is very
probable, but the APRO article does not indicate Dr. Fontes broached the sub-
ject:

"The UAOs that chased my jeep that night emitted no sound or heat.

Their proximity didn't interfere with the motor of the jeep or with

the headlights or any other electrical instrument of the car. My

watch was not affected either. Besides, none of the persons invol-

ved in the incident reported the feeling of any abnormal sensation

during it, not even when the UAOs were very close to us." (78.)

22 December. Montrose, Colorado. (7:00 p.m.)

“Circular with a red glowing top."
{See clipping on next page)

* The 1952 Tremonton, Utah, footage and the 1950 Montana film. Bemn's film
showed objects moving in pairs just like the two more famous films.

-



66

‘Flying Saucer’ ,
‘Is Seen in Gity

' About s dm Montrnseans sawdenl, lold the Daily Press Mondny
' here lale|be and sevorul uthers saw A “ob-
Sundsy .mmrr

Ject” hanging (n the \u-ulem sky
Ernest Rou. s Montrose ml- near Hursefly about 7 p. m. 8un-
-jday.

Rose suld he was pgoing W the
counuy to get wome chickens.
When he anived he noliced o
1 =briglit star”™ belween the bald bills
"and Horsefly.

Training binoculars on the ob-
ject, Rose drsrribed It as “circular
with a rodt glowing top.”

He sald It apprared to have a
ring of red light around it

“ft dissppeared, then came right
back.,” Rose sald. “When it did
dissppesr, & 1ooked like someons
just turned ou the lights.”

Rose sald he was sure—as were
othars that saw [L--that it was not
L just & star.

“I always wondered just what
one of those flying saucers would
,louk 1ike” Rose sald. “Now I dv.”

Montrose, Colorado

Daily Press.
24 December 57.

Speeding Light
Is Seen in Sky

.A Roundup woman reported
seeing {ast moving unusual serial
light between Lavina and Broad-
view sbout 6 p.m. Christmas day.

Mrs. James L. Jarrett of
Roundup sald she and her hus-
band were driving south on the
state highway and were being
lollowed by two friends in an-
other car when she spotted the
light,

Mrs, Jarrett sald the light was

most parallel to the two cars, but

25 December. Billings, Montana.
(6:00 p.m.)

by the time her husband could
stop the lead vehicle, the light
began to ascend vertically.

She said the light, dlue-white
in color, appeared about the size
of a silver dollar and diminished
in apparent size as its height
above the earth incressed.

BMrs. Jarrett sald that the ob-
Ject was seen by her husband
and the two occupants of the fol-
lowing ear

The Billinga Air Defense Fil-
ter Center reported that no
“flash calls” on an upidentified
object had been reported from
that ares.

The Alrport Traffic Controll

Tower at Logan Field also uldl

that no unusual sighting npoml
had been logged during Wednes-
day evening. The Alr Traffic|
Communications Ststion at the;
fleld likewise made » negative!
“report. !

: BILLINGS. MONT.
AZETTE
o Cire, o 5441 8.9

"{"nzc 26 1957
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Another big headache for Captain Gregory.

The Los Angeles Office of Information Services (0IS), USAF, made some major
mistakes in its handling of the Benn movie film. Instead of immediately for-
warding the footage to BLUE BOOK, the Benn case was taken care of locally be-
fore bringing in the higher echelons, or even the hearby AISS unit, the Air
Force's UFO field investigation people. The Los Angeles OIS sent A3/C Fred
Stall to Benn's home to pick up the film. Since no local Air Force facility
was equipped to develope the small civilian 8mm frames, Airman Stall dropped
off the roll of film at Stera's Drug Store at the corner of Sunset and Gover
in downtown Los Angeles. The civilian developing service took two weeks.

Captain Schaller and Colonel Hess of the Los Angeles OIS viewed the film as
soon as it was ready for showing. Being no experts, both officers made a su-
perficial evaluation., They thought the film was great, hence the highly favor-
able comments made to Benn over the phone.

BLUE BOOK finally gets a peek.

Just before Christmas the developed film arrived at Wright Field. ATIC's
Major Robert Buckmaster (Photo Branch), and Captain Gregory,examined the Benn
footage under magnification.

Major Buckmaster commented for the record:

‘Objects in question appear to be real and it is believed they are
four balloons attached to each other.

"Objects are at a great distance from photographer and the distance
became greater as they were photographed.

'Objects appear to be floating and retain throughout the film basic
relationship to each other and appear to rotate in the relation
clock-wise.” (79.)

Captain Gregory added: "Film too short[four and a half feet out of 25 had
UFO images) and slightly out of focus and over-exposed.” (80.)

Because the highly favorable comments about the Benn UFO film made by OIS
Los Angeles now a;taﬁeared unjustified, Captain Gregory came under heavy pres-
sure to clean up the public relation mess quickly, but due to the ineptitude
of the OIS no complete written report on the case had been compiled and for-
warded with the film. (81.) In fact, even Mr. Benn noticed this oversight,
complaining to URO buff Max Miller that he had not been asked to fill out
any detailed questionnaire. (82.)

It would take awhile to question Benn and get enough data to come to a
fim conclusion about the case. In the meantime Benn was free to boast about
his "great* UR0 movie that appeared to have the Air Force's official blessing.
The Air Force was now vulnerable to various allegations, true or not, because
policy guidelines were not followed, a nagging problem that kept Captain Gre-
gory off balance during the November flap and right up to the end of the year.

26 December. Sheffield, Alabama. (8:307/9:007 p.m.)

"My little five year old daughter still talks about the big white bird she
saw.”  (See clipping)
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Sirange Objects
Said Sighfed In
Shoals Sky
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27 December. mtskir‘ts of Evans City, Pennsylvania. (10:00 p.m.)

Yellow globe zig-zags and twists through trees.
Near Winters, Texas.

28 December.

The Beaumont paper printed:

(night)

{See NICAP report)

“YABILENE (AP) --Highway Patrolman Marion Gotcher says he saw a
strange bright light zipping about in the sky near Winters Satur-

day night.

"It wasn't a meteor,' he said,

'It was just as though

looking at a brilliant locomotive light a long way down
He said the light appeared at about 3,500 feet and he was certain

it was not an airplane,

ol were
e track.'

“Iwo officers from Dyess Air Force Base interviewed him on the

subject but had no comment.”

(84.)
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Ouserver Marion Lang Interview Dats 12/29/57

age 14
High =eh

109 Siegal Strsat
XAl 2508

Report No, M-18-1-19-2
Time: 10:00 PH est.
Place: Pleasure Isle Summer Resort,
five miles from Evans City North Kast
Obsarver: Marion (Taffy) Lang.

Coming out of the cabin for @ breath of fresh air and
walking to the edge of the cabin, she noticed a spherical
ssuprce of yellow ligat doing loop the loop in lary fashion.
Tais object was eprroximately 40 feet to 50 feet hizh and away.
Talfys sister opened the cabln window on the same side a&s Tafly
was observing aend saw the object too, The objeci seemed to be
dog -~ fighting with something invisible, It dove in circular
patterns, coming at its closest to the ground, around 25 fv,

It zig-zagged in around a shroud of tre¢s coming out into the
open for a few seconds and then into the trees. Emotionally
upsst, she retired to the oebin vhare hare she and har sister
locked all doors and windows, The ofject was in view far about
ten minutes., Taffy and her sister did not look out from the
cabin anymore. Taffy and her slster did not witness departure

of t he object since fright induced them to stay indsors, until
their parents returned froam keeping bar next doosr. They tovarents)

came home two hours after sizhting shen ther were told of the

phenomena.
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28 December. Livermore, Maine. (20582)
Air Force records state in a brief summary:

"Small, round object, red and white, very bright and moving very
fast. Went straight up and then down and then in a straight
line. Disappeared in clouds. [No other detail given. Sighting
evaluated as “aircraft."] (85.)

28 December. Elizabeth City, North Carolina. (21427)
Air Force records state in a brief summary:

*Red, cigar or football shaped object, size of football 20 yards
from observer. Speed equal or greater than a jet aircraft. [Eliza-
beth City is about 30 miles due south of Norfolk and a considerable
distance from Bryson City, North Carolina, where Pastor McMahan re-
ported his 'orange cigar' before Christmas.] (86.)

A young Richard Hall takes on the Air Force. (See clipping)

shape, The weather conditions,
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29 December. Kaitaia, New Zealand. (2:56 p.m.)
Silver discs in the sky.
The local press mentioned:

“KAITAIA, Mon. (Sp.) ---What were the small silver discs that flew
from north to south yesterday aftemoon?

Three were seen at East Beach, near Waiharara, and about the same
time one was noticed from Kaitaia.

"The objects were seen at East Beach by Mrs. J. Matijevich, of
Waiharara, Mr. and Mrs. G. Anderson of Whangaroa, and Mr. Joe Babich,
of Waiharara.

'Mrs. Matijevich said that she had been looking upwards at the
planet Venus, which was plainly visible, and she drew attention of
others to it.

“'Suddenly, at 4 minutes to 3, I saw something else,' added Mrs.
Matijevich.

“'] saw a small silver disc sailing briskly across the sky and I
told the other people to look.'

“It disappeared in six or seven seconds in the glare on the hori-
zon.

"Then two more were seen at two minute intervals. They flew almost
directly overhead.

vAbout the same time, Mrs. S. Vincent, in Kaitaia, saw a similar
silver disc crossing the sky." (87.)

29 December. Kaikohe, New Zealand. (afternoon)
Other witnesses:

“KAIKC(HE, Tue. (Sp.) ---The two silver discs seen in the sky by
Waiharara and Kajtaia residents on Sunday afterncon were also seen
by 11-year-old Robert E.G. Mossit, Cameron Street, Kaikohe.

"Robert noticed 'a moving object glinting in the sky' as the disc
came in from a northwest direction.

“A moment later a further similar object, moving at a fast pace,
appeared from the same direction.

'He called his sister, Miss Patricia Mossit, home from Ardmore
Teachers' ‘l‘rauu.&e 1lege, and together they watched one of the
discs pass th r almost directly overhead.

"Both objects, which the two thought were Sputniks I and II, were
visible for about three minutes, before disappearing away to the
south.* (88.)

30 December. Drakestown, New Jersey. (about 7:00 p.m.)
“I wish I hadn't seen it."

The story of the '"Drakestown visitors.'' (See clipping)

Year's end a New Year's Eve dinner.
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“Are Reported At Drakestown
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' DRAKESTOWN — Geor,
. Chowanski, a 86-year-old au

mechanic who moved herss .-

two ‘years ago from Jorse,
City, to raise his three chi

dren in & quiet home uop 1
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fied Fl{lng (Wjects. Now hq
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untll he reluctantly un.e

5 discuss It -uu NEWS rspresens
Aatives
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, shout in s clearing, vhucomol
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‘Strange Craft, Three Visitors

Sirange Crall
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The December issue of Writer's Digest appeared on the news stands. In it
was Terry Clarke's article on the Jim Stokes UFQ story. Ex-BLUE BOOK chief
Edward Ruppelt took an interest in the case and wrote Clarke sometime after
the fact. Clarke, who followed Stokes' career, had more to say about Stokes.

Was Stokes truthful?

Concerning Stokes' credibility, it seemed enough for the military and civil-
ian contractors with whom he worked:

“Following that report, Air Force headquarters in Washington issued
a statement indicating they felt he was psycho. However, officials
at Holloman Air Force Base (the Air Force Missile Development Center
under ARDC) still maintained, even after the Air Force release, that
they had no other choice but to believe Stokes' story. In fact, he
has been promoted several times SINCE the sighting and now holds a
civil service rating of GS-12 as an electronics engineer and is now
in charge of the new Solar Furnace project here, having formerly
been with the Arcbee-hi-altitude research project at the time of the
sighting, which has now been phased out.. (89.)

Coral Lorenzen, writing to Donald Keyhoe, also had something to say about
the Stokes story:

"As to other witnesses, we are quietly checking inte this angle,
but have uncovered nothing definite except that someone other than
Stokes did call an El Paso paper to report the identical incident on
the same aftermoon. I say ‘other than Stokes' because his Texas
drawl is easily recognized. I am inclined to think that your sur-
mise concerning military silencing is correct." (90.)

Clarke shared Coral's lack of success in finding witnesses but he had an
(i:geaklinked up with Keyhoe's thoughts about the actions of the military.
arke wrote:

“The only explanation I can find for this may have been that there
. is an access road to White Sands Proving Ground and if there were
other witnesses, they may have been White Sands employees and decid-
ed not to talk for fear of losing their jobs." (91.)

New Years Eve.

The Lorenzens, Jim and Coral, had known Stokes for a long time before his
sighting. After being questioned by the military they found Stokes a changed
man. Coral was brothered by Stokes getting all excited about his UFO sight-
ing that day and then the very next evening changing his story to viewing
mere ‘‘atmospheric aberations.”

On New Years Eve the Lorenzens were out on the town and just happened to
run into Stokes at a supper club. It was agreed to have dinner together.

Stokes seemed to be a mood to talk so Coral asked him directly about his
abrupt change from UF0 to possible natural phenomenon. Stokes told Coral:

"I had to say that. They wouldn't let me alone until I did." (92.)

The strangest part of the Stokes case.follows. Coral tells us:
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"...what he told us we cannot divulge, bocause we gave our word.
However, Stokes is mad---1 think he's lost some of his respect and
fear of officers. I hope that someday he may be avenged---he's
been labeled a hoaxer and I firmly believe he was telling the
truth.

"] wish it were possible to talk this whole situation over for a
few hours (and it would surely take that long) for I feel that we
are not dealing with a very easy problem. We, I feel, have made
the mistake that the Air Force is the group holding back the in-
formation, and I know now that we were very wrong. One of my mem-
bers has been ‘visited' ---but he had the nerve to put down every-
thing that was said and sent it to me [ Yet another claim impor-
tant information was shared with someone who has no apparent need
to knowj. What he said, if it were given nationwide publication,
could actually cause a panic---and I'11 frankly admit that I do not
feel 1 have the moral right to do so.

*1 do not believe the Orson Wells panic could even compare with
what would happen, not only in this country, but throughout the
world if the truth should seep out. On the other hand, however,
there is no doubt that every individual on the face of this earth
has a right to know," (93.)



77

APPENDIX: A few notes on ball-lightning.

Probably the first attempt to explain UFOs as manifestations of ball-lightn-
ing was by Carl Benedicks, a Swedish scientist. In the journal Arkiv For Geo-
fysik (12 September 1951) is an article titled: "Theory of the 1ightnifg-balls
and its application to the atmospheric phenomenon called 'flying saucers.'" He
suggests some ideas although he had done no research to support his position.

The merits of Benedicks' theory should be judged by his peers. No attempt
to do so will made here. We will, however, record the summary of the article
as written by the its author. Emphasis in all cases is in the original.

Summary:

"1, Starting from the descrption of lightning-balls ('ball-
lightnings") by Arthenius and others, a theory has been given
for this phenomenon (partly published already in 1937).

“2. The main assumption to be made is the presence of water
in the atmosphere. In the track of a linear lightning The
temperature is so high (say 5000 C) that the water vapor exist-

ing there is letely dissociated to hydrogen en (oxyhy-
%gen: 3500 8 is icient for ﬂiiﬂ'.'y e ﬁ}d_g@en cyI)i'n-
der formed in the track of the lightning must have tendency to
contract, first to a series of smaller balls (forming what is
called a pearl-lightning) and finally to a few larger lightning
balls. . .

I, According to the theory, the cause for the contraction lies
in the presence of a surface tension occurring between two gas-
masses of quite different temperature (and composition). Such a
surface-tension is not treated in any knowrl exposition of capil-
larity, but the author has satisfied himself that for example
the inner flame of a gas-burner is governed as to its shape by a
contracting force, analoguous with a surface-tension. This sur-
face-tension must produce a highly smooth surface, causing a
strong reflecting power of the surface ('metallic’ appearance).

. Such an overheated mass of oxyhydrogen ought to have a con-
siderable length of life, since its loss of heat necessarily
must be small, particularly on account of the strong reflecting
power of its surface preventing its energy from being transmitt-
ed to the surroundings. The mass of gas must be expected to
take the following-final shape: spherical in stationary air,
elliptically drawn out in flowing air and flattened ellipsoidic
if rotating.

"1f such a mass of oxyhydrogen.as a whole gets a sufficiently
low temperature (below 3500 C) it must become explosive. If the
temperature sinks locally, a local chemical reaction must take
place there (formation of protiberances) which exercises a me-
chanical reaction force on the mass of gas as a whole. This
causes a rapid displacement of the whole ball of oxyhydrogen,
its mass being very small.

"This theory can be considered to explain the characteristic
properties observed on the lightning balls.
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"5, The knowledge about lightning balls and their theory thus
aquired affords the possiblility to explain the mystery of the
'flying saucers' along strictly physically-chemical principles
without having to resort to hypotheses ad hoc,

“The only thing which so far has not beén Hilly established is
the existence of a surface-tension on the bordering surface be-
teen masses of gas of different temperature, a question which
however can be experimentally decided without any real difficulty.

As an eventually important pratical conclusion, it may be point-
ed out that a pilot should refrain from too intimate a chase of
‘flying saucers.' .

“The author is grateful to Fil. Lie 0. Tenow for detailed dis-
cussions.

Stockholm Laboratory, C. Benedicks
April 1951." (xx)
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Letter found in the Dr. James McDonald files:

1567
Dasr Martin:

Thenks for phoning sbout the osr-stopping problem, I first
heard the ignitlon-core-ssturition hy.otheals last June., The tough
one 1s the light-fallure, Relays =ight do it, but not ell card
have relays, Also It's nob yet cleer to we that & strong externml
3C.r1eld (H) might not look the relay In tne con-position juet s»
readily ss off-position. But [tve not run ==st to ground.

In Pege’s E/N there’s s bit of 4lscursion on msgnetic
shlelding by parsmsgnetio snd ferromagnetis shells., I guess you'lpe
right about B sod .I guess thet's what counts. Furthermore, even H
ttself 1» not go'ng %0 be reduced much for the geometry of tha
hood of s o8P or for the geometry of the steel osn in which the
tgattlon coll sits in most US oars., 3Sriefly, the thinness of the
stael relative to the mesn "radlus® of the 3 hell tends to make
even the Heshlelding eflrot quite small, Basve t¢ talk this over
further with Walt Fvans since he was the one who suggestsd that
ons would get appredianle redustion due to the hood,

I'm go'ng to OC on April 18th to dlsouss UFOs et ONR, end
hope then to spesk to people st NSF, Acsdemy, snd maybe MASA,
Hope we csn get some sgency outalde UIAP to ake s look st this
fantastio problem,

BMolosed is ¢ olipulng from todsy's papsr., I geve Diok Orville
the ertiole thet precedsd {t, but just 1o cese he doesn't get LIt
baok In the press of travel, T'll slso run off anocther aopy of thet
ons too. I oouldn't pess over that 1966 sumwary t hey relassed
conple weeks besok without speaking ocut,

Thres of “ondon's peopls sre coming down naxt week. Then I'11
know mores sbout what they've been doting of lats,

1 sanjoy watohlng Hymek ?olng farther snd Tsrther out on that
1ixb s1) the time., You'd think he had bad aothing to do with the

1d-yasr dalay in getting st this problemi
Regeris,

JEMoDonaeld
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Some notes made by Richard Hall during a meeting with Condon Committee
investigators. Exact date missing but it was held sometime in 1967.

- v PR
0‘? <o RE1 B-M EFFECTS & INSTRUMENTATIOR PLANS

Kssting convened at 9:70 a.m., broke for lunch, and resumed
thereafter, lasting a total ot‘ 3 hro. 45 min. HMain panelists were
two rspresentatives of Ford Motor Company, F.J, Hooven (Special Cone
sultant to GCeneral Managsr) and David F, Joyer (Advanced Manufacturing
Enginesring Manager). Others: Dr. E.U. Condon, Dr. Joseph Rush (in
chargs of CU projsct plans for optical instrusentation), Prof. Berndt
Matthias (spesker on ball lightning earlisr in week, prof. at Univ. of
California, San Diego); Bob Low & othars.

Following account will follow ths gonaral flow of convsrsation rather

than putving it in logical ordsr.
One of first points froo Ford reps was that more data is meded in

EB«N cases regarding the type of car and type of transmission, Une or
two ‘skepexcn present cccasionally interjected that caybe some of the
hoadlight falluree were only illusions caused by a brilliant 1ight
source drowning cut ths headlighta. One cited the vaguensss of many
reports. RH said he would check back through NICAPts E-K cases and
try to dig out some of ths detalls they nesd; sald in soxe cases head-
1ights were obaervad out by others cuteide the car and couldn't be
explained as 1llusions.

Question was asked, what 1s the grsateat distance known with any
relisbility in which E-M effects were rsported. RH said greatar than
might be expected; that we [irst tried to relato B-M sffects with close.

. ness, but that also reported at fairly great distances. Some figures
to be obtained from RICAP reports.

s eobawbeendeisopssmtey Aftor & disgression on oxygen

deprivation, gasses, stc, that sight causs fallursa, Hovven was asked
to imagine anything that might stop a car slectriocally (he felt that
slsctrical iatereference of osoms kind was far more reasmabls than stray

gasass, stc,) Hooven replied that he couldn’t conceive of sything that
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would stop a car, espdcially the lw“hpodmcu heagdlight circuits; so
what easisr to rationalise motor failures {(high voltage circuits}). Th
revarsible process {motors restarting by th msleves as sometimes re-
ported) are enspecially difficult to account for, Most domestic headli
now use circuit breakers rather than fuses {this is one point for in.
veatigators to detersine).

Matthias raised the possibility of effeets of ultrasonics, that the
might temporarily dispupt circuit breskers. Moyer said circuit breske
wers well-protected, enargiess required would cause fire, stc., and
have ovher obvious sffecta. Fact that Eurcpean sutomobiles had bsen
affacted {Nichel's cases) was mantioned,

Condon inquirsd about information on tests sctually made on cars
to ses what did affect them (jokingly terming this approcah experimen
ation, not related to real science}, Somsons suggested there may be
Civil Defense data telling effects of radiation on cars, since CD car:
would have to opsrate in redioactive. areas. Question was asked about
possible effects of strong radar oo cars. It was agreed %o try to ob-
tain sweh this type of data as background.

The Antarctic magnetometer cased was msntioned; Condon asked 1f any
other magnetometer casea; BH said he wasn't aware of any. Condon said
not surprising sinces sc few magnetomsters in wxistence. Man from ESSi
or BCAR said L 3 exi D said he knew of no odd readings»
skaxixxa; o;u:nod‘. Rﬁ :x:odrp;n:iol of "no radar,® "no Smithsonisn
photos,” and rajsed question of whether such unusual data might be
rationaliszed or ignored, Cot soms support on this from othera present.
Brief di'seuuion on attempts to match up UFQ reports nsar magnstometer
sites, then check back through records for odd readings. Idea died ocut

Hooven said he and Moyer had bLesn toying with idea of a tape record-
ing device with telsmetry for magnetic/electric readings which might

be circulated to police agencies. Discussion on valus of police off=-
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serwe)

icers as witneases ensusd, with akop'bic:lam volced by soms. Condon

sald state police probably better in general. (Low had previocusly

expreased hia preferance for pilots, FAA types, ‘ willingness to

1st NICAP develop police met).

Soms discuasion on magnitude of a stationary (static) magnetic
£4%sd fisld required to stall auto engines, General agreemsnt that
1t would have to be very large, about 20,000 Gauss {far beyond normal
expsrience). Discusaion of constructing huge magnet and running car
through field. Considered iopractical. Moysr said huge magnet would
asaturate the hood of car, then go inside, eventually producing flux
in the coil such that couldn*t get any spark. Condon asked adbout data
on sensations an individual might have in such s fleld. {Wadasworth,
who mgde basic presentation of types of B-N cases reported, had ment-
ioned "numbnesa™ and "peralysis® casea). Matthias cited personal ex-
‘perience o in!\:cu on fillings in his teath while he was moving in a

larges magnetic field.

Queation of more sxperimentation raised. Condon aaid no definite
decisions had been reached. Considering cameras, diffraction gratings,
and now E-M senaors had been suggeated. Condon said any field equipe
ment would have to be cheap and foolpruof, Amatsur intereat could bs
exploited, and perhaps even some devicea could be marketsd., Discussion
snsued re: distridution of devices to NICAP, the goneral pudlic,...and
soze problems of mass distribution (such as a flood of poor information

Dr. Rush said he would ask Sky & Teleacope, Scientific Amsrican and
other similar mags to cooperats, publicise and help distridute.

Condon asked RH the chancsa of getting to the site and recording some
thing while a sighting was still in progress; how often 4id our pesraonn
el arrive in tice to see asomsthing. RH estimated that in recent yeare

psrhaps 12 times a year (e.g5., recurring algmipgs in Exeter; Ft. Saith
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A Sube, where ravbers have sean a UFO reported to them...) Condon
and Bush both found this greatly snooursging, though RH later had doubts
about his own watisats.

After soma skeptical remarks by one of the CU paneliats to the effect
that,*how did we know the E-M roé&ﬁew%hhﬂ Hooven
and Condon both took the position thers was no point to the present meet-
ing at all if we made that assusption. Hooven disgputed the position that,
"if we can't explain it, it couldn?’t happon.® He cited some examples
froz the hiatery of oei;uea to make his point, and envisioned scientista
of 200 years ago looking at the marvels of today, unable to understand
the sany new principles and inventions ovolved since their time.(It was
particularly pleasing to have Condon sxpress ths positive approach at
this point).

Since a debate had desen going on sbout what types of instrumentation
ashould be developsd, and whether they should bs distributed selectively
or generally, RH suggested development of a gadget to put on cars such
that if an E-M case occurred data would be obtained regardless of the
typs of witness, and not requiring his knowledge of the mechaniam. In
the proceas, RH used the unfortunate phrase of making the gadget “standard
equipzent®. on cara, bringing a loud groan fyom the Ford paople and throw-

ing the diacussiqn off the track momentarily. RH quickly amended this to
mean distribution to a large sample of cimmou, for example, all
NICAP members, Condon plcked up the idea, labelling it the "black box,*
and seeing certain advantages to it. The device would be used in certain
spocified ways, following rules A, B & C without introduction of error
by the witness, and would tend to offset the weaknsases of general
distribution as stated strongly by Matthiaa.

Question was raissd about fraquency of day vs. night E-M cazes, and
RH could not answar. Said NICAP could followeup on older cases and try
to obtain some of mfasing data. Alao want to otudy older sases to find

.

.
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any containing ranging information. RH sajd many definitely included
this information. '

Low again raised question of possible Ford experimentation to det-
ercine actuil effects on autos by magnetic fields, etc. Hooven suggest-
eod a study of battery and headlights alone, but Condon objected on the
grounds t.hnt.'t.hey would want the more complete environsent ({.e, total
auto) to be sure nothing was overlooked.

Anti-gravity was briefly mentioned as a possible real cause behind
E-M cases; a aysten which might have E-M aide effects. (The extra-
terrestrial hypothesis obviously was being taken seriously). -

AFTERNOON_SESSION

Began by summing up morning session; realisation that so far they
had been dealing basically with NICAP raw material, few other sources.
At one point during a discussion of the present rate of reports (RH
had said NICAP was getting 100 s week) Condon asked Low, "How many are
we receiving from the Air Force, about 10 a week?® Low replied that
right now they were receiving "more than 10 a week,®

Dr. Rush summed up his ideas and present plans on quantitative measure-
zent. Agreed.they would equip NICAP teams, at least, and circulate gear
as widely as possidble as long as objective use factor taken into account.
Perhaps put some fancier gear in select locations. RH said NICAP had
considered a kit from time to time (compass, diffraction grating & other
simple devices) & Rush has similar plans for Colorado investigators.

Fore diascussion on logistics and range of distribution, from very
popular to highly selctive. Condon said they would atudy the range of
possidbilities further, and asked members to do so and make recommend-

atlons,
Hooven ralsed possibility of querying ‘Ford dealers (6000) re: UFO

reports in general and E-M effects in particular. Or (fewer) regional
repreasntatives.
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Rush summad up by saying that a%coordindted veriety of instrudente
ation” was the biggeat nesd. Low emphasised that a little good data
would be infinitely supericr to droves of mediocre data.

At thias point, discuasion came down to believability of occupant
reports, communication sttenpts; xzhex have any radic signals besn
reported? It was agreed that some of these would provide ultimate
proof, but cbvious problems with kooks, etc., inhibit attempts in
theas areas. ’

Main conclusions wers that data gathering neede izproving and
specific means would be worked out to accomplish thiaj disasmination
problems for devices need to be ironed out; Ford will work on ideas
and designs for instrumsntatioa,

Nores
Low at one point made the statement that in 1953 &« *private
company® {presuzmably a reference to RAND) had spent $600,000

on a UFO study, and it was worthless.

Toward the end of the cesting, Hooven mentioned s phots in

Peb. 1asue of Sky & Telessops, pg. 12), showing an unexplained

object in front of the sun, and a follow-up letter in March tasus.

Discussion about whether it was & UPO, a rovival of the Planet

Vulcan, or. what. Soms argument that it couldn't have been a

satellite, but disputed by Low who oentioned the many classified

payloads in orbit,

CHECK-LIST FOR B-M CASES
{Bvolvad by RH from mesting notes)

Toar, zake and style of car.

andnihea--mud or circuit breakers?

Wera all cars in area of sfghting affacted, or selective affect?
If headlights reported out, was this observed fros outaide car?
Ranging data. .

Day or night? (Lighting conditions)

Sequence of varicus effects,

Any effocts on battery?

sest0 be enlarged...

ReH.
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