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3 November. Levelland, Texas. Just after midnight.
"I've just seen the darnedest thing."
The phone rang again. Officer Fowler lifted the receiver and heard a shaky
voice on the other end of the line. A press report tells the story:
"'I've just seen the darnedest thing in a field I've ever seen.
It'll cut your lights out and stop your motor.'
'1he Thing, said [Jose] Alvarez, was circling a cotton field,
just above the ground, four miles east of here [Levelland], near
the Lubbock highway ... [and] on one of the circles, the Thing's
light went out. It just disappeared." (1.)
When the "Thing" disappeared, electric power returned to the witnesses'
car. The headlight functioned nonnally and the engine came alive. Able to
move, Alvarez drove to the nearest telephone. (2.)
Fo"ler remembered: 'He, [Alvarez] was so excited that when I asked what
his address was he just hung up the phone." (3.)
Fo"ler convinced.
Officer Fowler was now convinced the situation called for an investigation. He had mobile units searching all the roads leading in and out of
Levelland. He also notified Hockley County Sheriff Weir Clem and the Texas
Highway Patrol. All that was hardly done when the phone jangled again on
Fowler's desk. Another newspaper account tells us what transpired:
" ... a man who identified himself as Jim Wheeler called and
said he drove up on the Whatnik at the intersection of Highway
51 and a farm road eight miles north of here [Levelland].
"'It was just sitting there, all lit up,' he said.
"'I've never seen anything like it at all. You get close to
it and it shuts your lights off and kills your motor.'
'He said it looked like it was 'lit up with neon lights.'
'1he Things's light was so brilliant no one could pick out any
detail, like doors or windows.
"\\heeler said he started to get out of his car. When he did,
Whatnik rose abruptly. At a height of about ZOO feet, its
lights went off. His car lights went back on.
'"It was so bright it lighted up the whole area,' he said.
( 4.)

The press account continues :
"People elsewhere began seeing l'ihatnik in the sky.
"'I was answering the phone as fast as I could pick it up, '
said Fowler.
"A sheriff unit, stationed at Anton, picked up the Thing in
the sky east of Whitharral.
'1hen Frank D. Williams of Kermit ran across Whatnik four
miles north of town.
'He called from a pay booth, explaining it was sitting at the
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intersection of the highway and a dirt road.
"'Its hght .was going off and on,' he said. Every time it carne
on, his car lights and motor would go off.
·~e got out of his car, then the Thing rose swiftly to about 200
feet. Its lights \'."ent out and it disappeared. 'Wnen it took
off,' he said, like the others,' it sounded like thunder.
"Several people who sighted it in the air said its lights v.·ould
blink off and on like a sign." (5.)
Officer Fowler told the press later: " ... reports poured in from startled
residents ... [and that) at least 15 persons told of getting a good look and
dozens sighted what appeared to be flashes of light." (6.) .~arently some
reports \'."ere unrecorded. For example, Donald Keyhoe mentions rho names
without providing details, a ''Wallace Scott and a Milton :\amkin." ( 7 . )
Also, UFO researcher Bob Gribble has come up with another name: ~~rion Smith.
A search of the press uncovered his account. (See clipping)
3 November. About 13 miles east of Levelland.
What Is It? •••
(12:05 a.m.)*
A person who did not phone officer Fowler was a
armingtonian ·
19-year-old Texas Teen-freshman Newell Wright who
hesitated to tell anyone because he didn't want
people to think he was crazy. Wright' sencounter
i1 A Farmill&ton mechanic today ·
took place at 12:05 a.m. near the town of Smyer
j told how he wu 0011 of ·several i
while he .,·as driving toward Levelland. He knew
1 motorists who saw a tnr!'lerioua
something w3s odd:
: ' 1111 hllllk of metal" tUnl intil a :
buf cif lite ana disappear mto the .
" ... ,,hen his amp meter jLDTiped to complete
si:J otr a West Texu highway
' Saturday night.
discharge, then back to nonnal . He said the
: MarioD Smith. 48, who works at
car engine quit 'as if it were out of gas,'
· the Farmill&ton Motor Co., said
and rolled to a stop and the lights went out.
, today the strange object he saw
·
Hoat 1100 yarda off the highway
''Wright said he got out and examined under
about Dille miles north of LeveJ.
the hood of his car to check the motor, but
laDd, Tex., "was hound to have
could find nothing wrong.
bad hum8111 iD. it.
.~described Ulll obleet· as ..
'1ben he turned around and saw the object in
boat 2011 feet long and shaped like
front of him, apparently in the road.
a dhlclbre. He said bla and about
: a dozen othf!!' motorista' ears Hjust
·~e said it looked 'like an egg, only it was
I
quit"
on the highway as be wu
flat on the bottom.
; paaslng the "thlng."
·
''Wright 5aid he 'definitely saw a image,
i "R wu gun metal color but
· when it took ofl It tunlell iDto a
'not just a light, but there were no port. ball of fire aDd went 10 fast I
holes, signs of propellers on the object,
coalcln't tell which direction it
..hich he described as not as 'bright as neon.'
went," Smith said. ·
''Wright said he was 'scared' and got back in
. He said his car stirted u the object disappeared.
·
u
the car as fast as he could, then tried to
"Some of Ul went over where
start his car. The starter made contact but
it had rested and CllGid feel tlie
wouldn't turn the motor. (8.)
eroand wu warm. Tbere wu •
sm.U of gasoline or ozone in the
Viewed it 5 minutes:
area." he ·said.
Asked his opinion on the origiD
'1~right said he sat there on the highway for
of the object. Smith said. "I don't
know. but I can tell you one thllll.
..hat he thought \\as minutes w-atching the
' There wu bound to he bwullll8 in
motionless, egg-shaped object.
11.."
'"It looked about 75 feet lcng, but I don't
FARMINGTON, N. MEX., TIMES
Circ. D. 3,849
:mm.- ho"· close I "as to it. •

F
Observes Object

I·

NOV

* .l.ll times in this booklet are local times.
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"'It "'asn't brightly colored,' Wright continued. 'It was white
with a little greenish tint, but that :night have been caused by
the windshield (which is tinted green) ... [and seemed[ to be made
of an aluminum-like material."' (9.)
~loreover:

" ... he 1\atched the object rise from the gr01.md until it rose
above the line of his windshield.
" ... by the time he moved to where he could look higher into
the sky through the windshield, the object was gone.
"'It could have been hidden by clouds because the night was
overcast, the 19-year-old stated."' (10.)
Quick departure:
"He said the object left the ground 'almost straight up,'
veering slightly to the north and disappeared from view in a
split instant.
"After it was gone, the car started normally, and he drove on
ahead slm.-ly seeing no signs of where the object had been on
the highway." (11.)
3 November. Ronald Martin. About 5 miles west of Levelland. (12:45 a.m.)
..\n 18-year-old truck driver named Ronald ~lartin who lived at the Padgett
Hotel in Levelland, was on State Highway 116, travelling toward town at about
12:45 a.m. when he saw a "big ball of fire" hovering in the sky approximately
a mile and a half ahead of him. The thing dropped down and landed on the road
some 300 to 400 yards away. The thing was a round-shaped fire ball that turned
a bluish-green color as it settled to earth. ~lartin noticed that the thing was
as wide as the paved portion of the roadway, and the glow from it so bright it
lit up his truck cab.
At this time the truck's engine quit and the headlights went out. Martin
said later: "I guess I sat there in the truck about 15 minutes too astounded
to move." (12.)
The "thing" then changed back to its original color and took off straight
up. The truck's headlights came back on and to Martin's amazement the truck's
engine restarted by itself! Martin later related his feelings to the press:
"One thrng I can't understand is how it could stop that combustion engine and
then start it again when it took off." (13.)
3 November. Grain combines. About 10 miles northKest of Levelland. (Time ?)
There was a fragmentary report that came in later that mentioned: " ... a pair
of grain comornes, northwest of Levelland [about 10 miles], which were temporarily put out of action when an object flew past." (H.)
3 :'-lo,·ember. Sheriff Weir Clem. About two miles northwest of Levelland.
(about 1:00 a.m.)
~umerous lawmen were now on patrol on the roads around Levelland trying to
track dm.n the mystery object. Sheriff Clem and his deputy were in one such
car. Sheriff Clem recalled: "The moon 1vas very bright. There were a few, thin,
wispy clouds in the sky, but not enough to obscure the moon." (15.)
Sheriff Clem and deputy Pat ~lcCullough ~o.·ere about t\oi'O miles northwest of
Levelland at about 1:00 a.m. when something a brilliant red lit up the pavement
in front of them for about two seconds. (16.) Sheriff Clem mentions a beam
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of light:
·~e described the bright beam as about six feet high, SO yards wide
and 350 to 400 yards long.
·~e said he was three to four hundred yards from it.
"'It ...,·as there and gone like that,' the Sheriff said, snapping his
fingers." (17.)
For the rest of his life Sheriff Clem believed he had seen some sort of object. He didn't say much more about his sighting until after his retirement
in 19:'5 \,hen he said: "The object 'Was shaped like a huge football and had
bright -...hite lights. The blinding lights flashed on, it went right over the
car and was gone. No living human could believe how fast it traveled. The
Thing . .,·as as bright as day; it lit up the whole area." (18.)
In the same area at the same time were High-...~y Patrolmen Lee Hargrove and
Floyd Cavia. They saw strange flashes in the sky at the time Sheriff Clem
had his sighting. (19.)
3 ~ovember. Fire Marshal Roy Jones. North of Levelland. (about 1:00 a.m.)
Some indication of how much excitement was being caused was the fact that
even Le\·elland' s Fire Marshal, Ray Jones, was taking part in the UFO hunt. As
it happened, Jones was driving somewhere just north of town when, inexplicably, the lights on his vehicle dimmed. His engine also acted up, almost stoping. At the same moment a streak of light was visible. (20.) This testimony
is consistent with the idea that the Fire Marshal came near the "Thing," but
not close enough to see it well, and at the same time not close enough to receive the full effect of whatever power was being generated by the UFO. This
would go against the "nervous foot" theory to explain the trouble experienced
by the drivers involved in this series of encounters.
3 i'lovember. James D. Long. West of Levelland about 5 miles. (1:15 a.m.)
A black \Vaco truck driver named James D. Long was driving about 5 miles
west of Levelland at about 1:15 a.m. on the Oklahoma Flats farm-to-market road.
He had just left Levelland on a run to a destination east of town. As his
truck rolled along, something up ahead caught his eye. It seems "something"
'Was sitting in the middle of the road, and here is an important point: Long
said the "Thing's" lights were off. He was approaching a dark body. The object remained dark until tfiefriiCK approached within 200 feet at which point
the "Thing's" lights went on. (21.)
The ''Thing," Long toTO tne press, was about 200 feet long, oval-shaped, and
glowed like a neon sign. The same moment the UFO lit up, Long's truck stopped
because the vehicle's engine quit. Simultaneously the .headlights went out.
Long bailed out of the truck and started to walk toward the big object that
'Was blocking his way. Suddenly the UFO took off straight up, making a roaring
sound as it shot heavenward. For some reason Long lost consciousness for a
moment but he quickly regained his sen$eS . Apparently the UFO was moving
slo'Wly, or had stopped, because when Long looked at it again, it 'Wasn't that
far a....·ay, perhaps some 200 feet in the air. At that point the UFO's lights
'Went out . .Ul this was too JJJJCh for Mr. Long. He jwnped back into his truck
ana-tried to get it started. The engine acted normallv when Long turned the
key in the ignition. Now that the UFO was some distance away, its effect on
the truck, if that was the case, was weaken. Without waiting for any further
developments. Long raced back to Levelland to notify authorities. (22.)
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3 November; · Plainview, Texas. (2:00 a.m.)
"Sot.mded like a big wind."
The to~n of Plainview is some SO miles northwest of Levelland. Perhaps
what happened at Plainview Sunday rrorning has a comection with the "thing"
reported at Levelland. In any case, the last sighting at Levelland was at
1:15 a.m. .~ter that the object was not reported again. If it left, where
did it go? Did it pass over Plainview? (See clipping)

·i\~yster~' Ub1ec~.· .Jeen
By Se·i~h '/'larc! \1\{omen
.
PLAINVIEW, TEX., HERALD
,\ppn~cntly Plalnvie"· ., ~s •l•o. Cln:. D. &,863
S. &,8&3
briefly vi,itcd by the stron-:c hrev NOV 5 1957
object which hns h~cn s luppn11:
11round the country tlurim: the past
tltree dnys.
:.frs. Grady Fcnnr.ll. :Gt~ C<>l·
Jrs;e. In Seth \\'ard.s"ys a bril·
ltant Ji~ht lilletl thr.ir h~rlrmm
about 2 a.m. Sunday - no.ar the
time the phcnnmenon """' si!!htcd
near Le\'clland.
Mrs. Fennell 5nid that she fir.:!
heard something which" s<>unrlcd
like a his; wind.'' and thottcht it
"·as a cor going by. Then tltc en·
tire brdroom lit up.
By the lime Mr• . Fennell rr.ilched the window, 1111 she •·nuht .re
was "a big flash of lh:ht" which
appeared to the northwrst.
Naturally. Mrs. Fennell hadn't
heard about the Levcllilnd •i~ht·
lns;s at the time.
Incidentally, her hushnnrt clrcnm·
ell about visitors comins; down
from Mars Saturday night.

. Newsman Troy M:>rries
Word had reached the news room of The Levelland Sun-News where Troy Morris
of the editorial staff was working the-Kight sh1ft.---Cur1ous about all the
excitement ~rris got in his car and drove out to the network of roads that
surrounded Levelland. He spotted no mysterious objects but he did note that
the sky was either clear, ·or nearly clear, which was important when time came
to explain the "Thing. " ( 23 . )
Confusion spreads:
"Sane of- the police dispatchers in the neighboring towns had
been monitoring Fowler's broadcasts early in the Whatnik search.
"'Levelland,' one would call gleefully, 'has something it can't
catch and don't know what it is.'
"Finally, though when Fowler called for reserving the air for
emergency messages only, the kidding ceased. Before the night
was over, everyone involved was serious.
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"Fourteen cars from Levelland, Hockley County, the state highway patrol and neighboring towns were on the prowl." (24.)
Now that the roads ringing Levelland were filled with police, the UFO
failed to make any further appearances.
The scene now shifts to a remote area in New Mexico, a place about ZOO
miles to the southwest.
3 ~ovember. White Sands Proving Ground, New Mexico. (about 3 a.m.)
The next incident involved a military police motor patrol consisting of
two soldiers. Cpl. Glenn H. Toy and Pfc. James E. Wilbanks.
The two men were making their rounds in their jeep when they had an "experience." Cpl. Toy reported to the Sergeant of the Guard:
"At about 0230-0300 Sunday morning I, and Pfc. Wilbanks were
on patrol in the Range Area when we noticed a very bright object
high in the sky. We were proceeding north toward South Gate
and the object kept coming down toward the ground. The object
stopped approximately SO yards from the ground and went out and
nothing could be seen. A few minutes later the object became
real bright (like the sun) and then fell in an angle to the
ground and went out. The object was approximately 75 to 100
yards in diameter and shaped like an egg. The object landed by
the bunker area approximately 3 miles from us. The object was
not seen again." (25.)
3 ~ovember. Levelland, Texas. (early morning)
By listening in to police radio conversations authorities at Reece .~
determined that no crashed aircraft was causing the excitement. Instead,
the uproar concerned UFO activity, but that fact still incurred the interest of officials at the airbase. Provost Marshal ~~j. Daniel R. Kester
was sent to Levelland to cooperate with local civilian law enforcement
agencies. Maj. Kester arrived on the scene shortly after the last UFO report was made. He questioned those witnesses then available and visited
the encounter sites just outside of town. Only some basic information was
gathered. The amount was much less then the amount of information that
appeared in the newspapers the following day. A brief preliminary official
military report was immediately forwarded to higher headquarters.
There may not have been much in the Major's report but the officer from
Reece -~ admitted there was no apparent explanation for the Levelland case.
The conclusion would trigger a more extensive follow up investigation. (26.)
3 :-;ovember. Levelland, Texas. (late morning)
Apparently nothing much happened in Levelland the rest of the night, but7the
events that had transpired would not be soon forgotten.
3 November. Officer Fowler. (5:30 a.m.)
Columnist Georage Dolan wrote:
·~e [Fowler] knocked off at 5:30a.m., went home, told his wife
about the excitement, then went to bed. She left not long afterward, with some friends, for Big Lake.
"Fowler didn't get much sleep. The phone kept ringing. He was
afraid to take it off the hook or ignore the ring with his wife
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on the highway.
·~ talked with a fellow from Detroit and another from Albuquerque.
He kept talking with people all over. They had heard his name on a
report of the Whatnik sightings and wanted more information.
''Mrs. Fo1..-ler was half asleep when her husband gave her a brief rundown on the Whatnik hunt. She didn't think of it again until she
and friends were on their way back from Big La"ke." (27.)
3 November. Sunrise on Sunday.
News of the big, dog-carrying, Sputnik II was headlined in early editions
of every newspaper across America. The UFO reports of the night .before .made
good companion ·pieces. A great many people were quite ready to believe the
UFO reports had some connection with the Russian space feat, even, perhaps,
that Sputnik had touched down in Texas for a moment during its travels around
the earth! UFO buffs found it hard to resist the notion that Sputnik might
have caused the "aliens to do something dramatic . "
That morning things were really jumping at Levelland:
·~tnik's antics drew telephone calls from New York, Los Angeles,
Detroit and many other parts of the nation Sunday. Phones jangled
incessantly in the police department and the sheriff's office.
"Each caller wanted the inside dope.
'"What o,.;as it,' they would ask, really?
"Several demanded 'was it Sputnik?'
"People here generally seem to presume it's ours." (28.)
3 November . The Army produces even more of a problem.
Since the white Sands report was made on a military test range by military
personnel the control of information should have been an easy matter for the
Air Force. However the two MPs sought out the press and told their story. The
soldier's Commanding Officer was-no nelp-eitfier SinCe he talked freely about
the incident when questioned.
It was a public relation diaster for BLUE BOOK.
The press played up the "atomic" angle, which is understandable since the
location o,.;as in the middle of nowhere:
'~he first atomic bomb was touched off on the northern edge [of
the Stallion Site area] on July 16, 1945.
"The CoiiiMilding Officer of the MPs said none of the men had
heard radio reports or seen newspaper accounts of other similar
sightings in other areas of the country ... [the UFO was seen] ...
in the area of the now abandoned bunkers used by technicians
who observed the world's first atomic explosion. The bunkers are
of reinforced concrete and dirt and contain no equipment or personnel. The actual explosion site, now leveled and filled in, is
several miles away.
"Officers said they believed excitement might account for some
coloring in portions of the men's stories.
"Officials at White Sands Proving Grounds said the phenomena had
nothing to do with any activity of the base." (29.)
3 November. A busy day .
.\uthori ties wanted to ask more questions of the w'hatnik witnesses, but
even though \\'heeler and Alvarez had said thev lived in Levelland, investigators tried without success to locate them that morning. As for Williams

:··

i

.L

;'

•

.

;· ·~

~:

·!

-~

9

and Long, they lived in Kermit and 1'/aco respectively and their Y.hereabouts
also unknoWn. Sheriff Clem even asked Winkler Countv Sheriff I.B.
Eddins to track down ~!r. Williams in the city of Kermit, request Eddins
tried his best to comply with. He even had the Kermit radio station broadcast an appeal over the air.
Pedro Siado, however, was still around and he made himself available.
It also helped when Ronald Martin came forward. No one was aware of his
experience. (30.) And then an Airman 2/C Fred Smith showed up and informed newsmen he had travelled to Levelland to visit some relatives, and while
driving on a road five miles east of town during the night (no time mentioned) he spotted a strange red light that was moving very low and very slow.
The young Air Force enlisted man was sure the thing was not an airplane. (31.)
Investigators were more happy when Texas Tech Freshman Newell Wright walked
into Sheriff Clem's office. Wright made his appearance at the urging of his
parents who were teachers employed by the Levelland school system . Ill with
the flu, ~right still managed to discuss his encounter with authorities and
to answer questions over the phone when people all over the country called to
make inquiries. One of the better reports, Wright's account made up for the
difficulties in reaching other witnesses. (32.)
The star of the show was easy to find.
Sheriff Clem manned his desk all day in spite of being up late the night
before, doing his best to help the newsmedia while attending to his regular
duties. The editor of the Levelland Daily SUn-News, Orlin Brewer, explained
Clem Is importance this way: II •• • part Ofthereason that the incident gained so
much attention around the country was that Clem claimed to have seen it. Sheriff Weir Clem was willing to talk about it. He was quoted a lot and that gave
credibility to the story." (33.)
3 November. James Lee arrives.
NICAP had a member/investigator on the scene right from the start, a Mr.
James Lee of Abilene who arrived early Sunday to tape record interviews. It
didn't take Lee long to make a judgement. He announced the events of the prevous night as ·~ona fide" UFO activity.
The press quoted Lee extensively. At the time, the NICAP "expert's" opinion was as good as any:
"'It's an amazing, fantastic story,' he said. 'Those people
out there saw somthing- -there's no question about it. It was
literally something out of this ~orld.'
"Lee said he interviewed the witnesses separately and their
stories all added up.
"'The sheriff (Weir Clem of Levelland) told me personally that
he had interviewed these people as they came in and none of
them knew what the others had said. They all told the same
story.'
"Lee said he considered the story told by Newell Wright Jr., a
Texas Tech student, the 'most important and authentic of all.'
·~exan Lee said he had talked during the day with, [Donald]
Keyhoe, who wanted to get a first-hand report on the matter.
Lee is a member of Keyhoe's committee and is also a director of
Interplanetary Space Patrol, \,hich, says Lee, has members all
over ~est Texas, plus some in Great Britain.
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'Well, some of the eyewitnesses that saw it, ~hat did they
describe it as - in size, etc."
Sheriff: "James D. Long, a colored male from Waco, Texas, working
here in the cotton harvest, he drove up on it settin' in
the highway on the farm-to-market road we call the Oklahoma
Flats Road that runs north and a little west of Levelland .
"And he said just as he drove up to this object, turned
his car lights and drove up -- it was setting in the road
-- his car lights shined on it just as plain as could be
and he had made his stop and presumably to get out, and
this thing lit up, and when it did, to take off, why his
lights went out and his motor died."
Reporter: 'Well, did his lights reflect from it as he drove up on
it?"
Sheriff: · ·~es, sir. And he said it was egg-shaped -- the best he
could figure it looked like a big egg."
Reporter:

Reporter:

'Was it spherical --I mean by that, was it a solid object
or did it appear to have windov.-s or openings in it?"
Sheriff: 'That he did not give us at all; he said it just looked
like an egg-shaped, big oval egg-shaped object.
Reporter: "Any of the eyewitnesses who came that near to it, did
they notice any other effect other than the noise and the
light; in other words, any physical effect from it?"
Sheriff: "No, sir."

Part of a radio news broadcast aired by KFDA, Amarillo, Texas, on
3 November 5 7 .
Interview of Sheriff Clem by a reporter for station KFDA;
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"Lee \\-as asked about the possibility that the mystery object
might have been ball lightning, which is described by reference
..,·arks as 'a ball or globe of brilliant light moving slowly a
short distance above the surface of the earth, as if rolling on
an invisible support a few feet high.
'"whatever it was showed every indication of being under intelligent guidance,' he said stoutly. 'It's objective seemed to be
to land on the highway and interrupt traffic, then immediately
leave that area and fly over to another highway leading into
Levelland .... It landed four times, and when observed it would
take off to another location. In every case when a car or
truck ,.,·ould approach it would fail to function and the lights
would go out. '
'The possibility that engine failure might have been caused by
ball lightning or static electricity was offered by Dr. Wayne
Rudmose, Southern Methodist University physics professor, in an
interview with the News.
"'You might build up enough conductivity in the air as the result of dust to cause the ignition spark to leak off,' he said.
This, he explained, would cause the spark to ground rather than
follow its normal course.
·~ut he added that the engines of today's cars are well shielded, and that it would take a terrific charge to cause them to
stall .•. " (34.)
3 November. Midway between Odessa and Midland, Texas. (2:50p.m.)
A Bill Bacon of Midland claimed he encountered his own "Whatnik" that Sunday
afternoon:
" ... a bluish-white object dropped down out of the heavily overcast sky about midway between Odessa and Midland, was visible
about 15 seconds and disappeared in the fog." (35.)
Officer Fowler returns.
Reporters noticed: "Fowler, who works nights, turned up at the police
station soon after noon today. 'I couldn't sleep,' he explained with a grin.
'My telephone has been ringing all morning. '" ( 36.)
NICAP and Levelland.
For ~IC\P, which was on the verge of obtaining Congressional hearings on the
UFO problem, the Texas flap developed at incredible speed. Before Keyhoe &
company could do anything the people of west Texas put pressure on their Congressman without prompting by any UFO organization. (See clipping)
The "hhatnik" was the talk of Levelland. Everyone in town, it seems, had
their opinion as to the identity of the 'Thing." Not all the citizens were
on the '~len from Mars" bandwagon in spite of NICAP' s James Lee assertions. ~lost
notable ..,·as the editor of the Levelland Daily Sun-News, Orlin Brewer. Some 25
years later Brewer still belie~ikTilWas-s-ome sort of natural phenomenon. (5"." .)
· Another doubter, surprisingly, was Texas Tech student Newell Wright: "I
never did believe at the time I saw any kind of spaceship from outer space or
anything like that." (38 .) A 1982 press story on this subject continues:
,,~right said people did not want him to say he thought ~hat he saw was some-
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thing from nature . . Nobody that ever talked to me was ever satisfied to hear
that because the other [space ship explanation] was more exciting." (39.) 0.
W~ ~Iarcom, Levelland Superintendent of Schools, weighted in with a similar
opinion:
"I have thought about it and there must be some reasonable and
logical reason for it. If three people saw it at three different
spots, it must not have been imaginary.
I definitely do not think
it was from outer space or from Russia. A wild guess would be that
it is from our government unless it were some natural phenomenon.
I think it is utterly ridiculous to even think it was from outer
space.'' PO.)
Whatever one's thoughts about the identity of the ''Whatnik," it could not be
denied that a sense of unease swept over the region. Detecting the mood of the
public, Col. W.E. Matthews, Texas state coordinator for the Ground Observer
Corps headquartered at Austin, announced that no special alert had been called, but, he added, reassuringly, that the GOC was on a 24-hour watch as always.
(41.)

3 November.

Cincinnati, Ohio.

(no time)

"Huge object."
UFO buff Leonard Stringfield was now president of a new Ohio UFO group. He
wrote:
"Cincinnati almost got top billing locally today. Huge object
seen over Indian Hill then swoop away in a fast angular, vertical climb to the west. The Cincinnati report brought me and
the local group into headlines and my phone hasn't stopped
ringing." (42.)
3 November. Hynek's personal interest in UFOs.
Air Force scientific advisor J. Allen Hynek followed the ''party line" in
his dealings with the UFO mystery in keeping with his contract with the
military, but his private thoughts may have been a different matter. During the big UFO flap of November, Sunday the 3rd, Isabel Davis of CSI cautioned the Stringfields:
" ... it is desirable to soft-pedal, as much as possible, any association of Hynek's name with CSI. You know we've never let anyone know
of his special interest in CSI. What we want to ask both of you [Dell
and her husband Len] is this: If you get any inquiries about Hynek,
will you please say as strongly as you can that you did not know anything about his connection with CSI? The point is that even though he
has been consultant to the Air Force on saucers for so long, and even
though Ledwith's picture has been in the papers as connected with Project ~Kn..WATCH, and even though Ledwith expects to appear as co-author
of the Hopkinsville. report --nevertheless the less often Hynek is connected with any possible ~rsonal interest in saucers, the better for
him and for us." (43.)
Considering the sharp criticism CSI was throwing at the military, silence
had to be the best policy.

/

1.:1

3 :-;ovember. Scotia, Nebraska. (6:00p.m.)
"Strange revolving aircraft paralyzes boy?"
According to the Lincoln Journal, near Scotia, something odd took place:
''\~hat strange thing happened on the Groetzinger farm near
here·? It's a story of a strange revolving aircraft, the
paralyzing of a farm boy, and a permeating odor.
"Roger Groetzinger, who was 10 in August, and his sister
Deena, \\ere milking the cows after 6 p.m. Sunday. An aircraft
circled the barn and started toward the ground a short distance
away. Roger told his sister: 'I think that plane is going to
land,' and although Deena heard the loud hum, she continued
milking \\hile Roger ran toward the pasture where the craft seemed to be landing. Roger told his mother when he came to the
pasture fence he saw what appeared to be an oblong craft --flat
on the bottom --which revolved very fast at times and slower at
times with a thick antenna extending above the center of it. He
had the impression that it was of dark blue plastic-like material \\ith some silver on it. As Roger took hold of the fence
which he was going to climb to get closer to the craft, he told
his mother, he found he was unable to move. He said it was
somewhat as if he were asleep. The craft revolved just above
the ground, about fence-high, then lifted. As soon as it gained a good altitude, Roger said, he was again able to move and
ran to the house.
'~is mother, Mrs. Olive Groetzinger, said when she returned
from to1,n soon thereafter, the farm, the barn and the house was
permeated with heavy fumes which somewhat resembled vehicular
exhaust fumes. Mrs. Groetzinger said she had absolutely no
reason to doubt what Roger told her and he was thoroughly
frightened. He said it wasn't a helicopter. She said he didn't
read a lot but loves machinery and mechancies. The event was
before ttte recent reporting of a space ship encounter at Kearney
by a California man. Mrs. Groetzinger said the lad had been
home during the week-end and had no access to radio or TV and
knew nothing of mysterious sky sightings reported in Texas. She
said she and the boy were frightened and had decided to say
nothing until neighbors advised she tell the editor of the weekly Scotia Register about the event. Editor M.G. Williams said
Roger is a 'sharp' dependable farm boy." (44.)
Scotia is a small town about 10 miles to the southeast of Ord, Nebraska.
A Mr. Bader, who forwarded the story above to NICAP, added at the end of
his letter this statement: "Ord was the scene of several early morning
events involving loud thumps and bent television antennas [?]." (45.)
The fact that the UFO wave in progress was much more than a regional
story became clearer as the day passed. Reports were coming from places
far from the plains of Texas. The Nebraska case above was a good example.
~mny reports were recorded all night and into the following day.
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"Old" reports come in .
.~1 the ~xcitement prompted people to come forward to report sightings they
claimed took place on Friday (the 1st), or Saturday (the 2nd).
A Bert Van Horn, who 1 i ved in Las Vegas, New ~texico, said he saw something
very odd Friday afternoon. Van Horn first thought he was looking at a piece
of paper but he noticed that the thing was moving into a strong wind at an astonishing speed.
Van Horn was at the Meadow City Garage when he spotted the object zipping
pass the building. The object was a bright silver disk without any sort of
vapor, and ~hen seen, the disk was heading south. Van Horn ran outside to
get a better look, and that is when he saw it turn east before it moved out of
sight. (~6.)
.~other Friday sighting was claimed by John Stewart of El Paso, Texas.
lvhile driving on a street near the William Beaumont Army Hospital, Stewart saw
a strange elongated object,surrounded by a bright white light, speed overhead.
The UFO went over the mountain foothills where it could no longer be seen. The
time was between 7 and 7:30a.m. (47.)
Yet another Friday report was made by a group of workers that were employed
by the Hein: company in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. It was about 40 minutes
after midnight when four workers left the Heinz plant in a station wagon and
drove west on the road up McLellandsville hill. In the car was Mrs. Ethel
Reeder, her brother Frank ~2rtz, a Mrs. Janet Garling, and a Jesse Appleby.
What they s~· was something in the sky that they said was an "egg-shaped object with a greenish glow." A press report on the incident states: ''The object, which appeared to circle about the area over which it was travelling,
remained visible to members of the group until they reached St. Thomas. It
then disappeared over the North Mountains." (48.)
And then there was R. T. Yates of Lubbock, Texas, who claimed he spotted an
object like a shooting star, "only about 10 times bigger," about 9:15p.m. on
Saturday night while he was travelling the highway that connects the towns of
Guthrie and Dickens. The thing, if it was a meteor, was the biggest he had
ever seen. It came out of the southwest sky at a 60-degree angle at terrific
speed but seemed to slow as it approached the horizon. Puzzled, Mr. Yates
thought it might be Sputnik. (49.) It could well have been a meteor but if
a brilliant UFO was flying around in the region, you would expect sightings
like that reported by Mr. Yates'.
~lore on an important Saturday case.
Saturday night (November 2nd) there was an interesting case at Amarillo,
Texas.* The witnesses, a young couple, did not leave their names with any
authority, nor were they urged to do so. The man and woman remained unidentified but we do have the name of the lawman involved: Highway Patrolman Gilbert
Ray of Canyon City, Texas.
The young couple had spent the day at Palo Duro Canyon and were returning
* This case has mentioned in my history booklet covering the time period of
October 1st-November 2nd. This first account was brief . Since then more
data became available.
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to Amarillo when at about 8:00 p.m.(Zi hours before the Siado encounter on
Route 116 outside of Levelland) they came upon an object blocking the
road. ~hatever it was, it couldn't be seen clearly because it ~as surrounded by a fog. Curious, the couple came to a stop and then drove slowly fo~ard to get a better look at the object. The· object glowed brightly
but the .,.itnesses didn't see any detail. .A.s the car advanced, it entered
the fog, and at that point the vehicle's JOOtor died and the battery went
dead. There is no mention in the two Amarillo papers of what happened to
the UFO but we assume it left the scene. The couple were left stranded in
the middle of the South Washington roadway and remained so until another
JOOtorist gave them a push into town. The couple had the batt~ry recharged
and then drove to the Amarillo Police station where they asked: ·~ere do
you report flying saucers?" The desk clerk later described the two as
about 20-22 years old and wearing red-colored coats. The man was about
six feet tall and the woman a little over five.
Highway Patrolman Gilbert Ray was asked to check the area where the supposed encounter took place. He found no UFO but· he did find that word of
the incident had spread and people were gathered at the site, bumper-tob~,~~~~Per in their cars, scanning the sky for the '"lhatsit." Because this incident occurred hours before the series of Levelland reports , Amarillo
police thought little of it at the time. Police files should place this
case firmly in a time slot before Siado. (SO.) (51.)
Finally, still reviewing "old" reports, there was an eerie tale from
Ridgeway, Virginia, concerning a Mrs. Ruby Hairston. The woman was driving
back from a weekend at Philpott Lake on Sunday night with four members of
her family. She neared the North Carolina/Virginia state line on the
Henry-Oak Level Road at 6:50p.m. when an eerie light appeared. For ten
minutes a strangely lighted object hovered over her car as she sped down
the highway. . A press account states:
"'We couldn't see any direct light,' Mrs. Hairston said. 'Just
the immense oval red glow that went on and off. It faded from
bright red to a pale amber pink, then brightened again. It
seemed to be JOOving with and ahead of us at an angle of about
45 degrees." (52.)
We now return to the events of the evening of November 3rd.

3 November. Deming , New Mexico . ( 7 : 30 p .m. )
According to a story in NICAP's UFO Investigator:
" ..• a large brightly-lit object swept in over the area (city of
It was seen by Robert Toby, radio station owner and
GOC observer, and CBS cameraman Russell B. Day. As the UFO maneuvered through the clear sky, Day recorded its movements on 35
feet of film." (53.)
-l November . El Paso, Texas. (7 :30 p.m.)
"Blue Egg."

Deming).

BLUE BOOK scientific advisor Dr. J. Allen Hynek ~uuld eventually join the
believers. As we have seen, he showed some interest in the activities of CSI
New York, a low profile civilian group that seemed to have some competent
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members. Dr. Hynek was not that interested in NICAP's fight with the Air
Force but he was becoming intrigued with some of the more interesting UFO
cases and CSI was one way of obtaining more infonnation. The military, he
knew, was not always the best source of data.
In later years he would
write up some of his impressions. One case that fascinated him was the '~lue
egg" incident of November 4, 1957. Here is his accmmt:
"Blue Book did not call the next two cases 'Unidentified" but
'Unreliable Report' and 'Psychological,' respectively. In both
cases there appears to be no evidential justification for these
evaluations.
'1be first of these occurred two evenings after the famous
Levelland, Texas cases. Blue Book attempted to dismiss the
Levelland sightings as 'ball lightning' but oddly enough did
not dismiss these strikingly similar ones in like manner.
"In the first case, occurring in El Paso, Texas, a thirtyfive-year-old border inspector observed approaching his car
an egg-shaped object with a bluish glow and with a whirring
sound similar to an artillery shell. He did not see this object, however, until he got out of his car to investigate why
it had stalled and why all his lights had dimmed and gone out.
It was then that he noticed the 'blue egg' approaching him
from the southwest at a thirty-degree elevation. It passed
over his car at an altitude of one hundred feet and moved off
on a westerly heading, while changing in altitude at irregular
intervals. After it reached the Franklin Mountains, the object lifted vertically. The observer was at this time three
miles southeast of the International Airport at El Paso and
the time was 7:30p.m.
"Once again, Blue Book conducted no further investigation
and labeled the case 'Unreliable Report.' 'Insufficient'
would have been appropriate." (54.)
Note that Deming, New Mexico, is about 80 miles west of El Paso and that
a UFO appeared there at the same time (7:30p.m.).
3 November. \Vhite Sands, New Mexico. (about 3:00p.m.)
A second sighting near the A-Bomb bunkers.
Only 17 hours after the sighting of a mysterious, bright-glowing, body in
the area of abandoned bunkers in an old A-Bomb test range at White Sands, a
second sighting was made in the same general location. Another military
police patrol, composed of Army Specialist 3/C Forest R. Oakes and Army Specialist 3/C Henry R. Barlow, caught sight of a brilliant light. Specialist
Oaks told his Commanding Officer:
"On or about 2000 hours 3 November 1957 SP-3 Barlow and myself
SP-3 Forest R. Oaks, saw a large bright light hanging approximately 50 feet over bunker. It took off at 45 degree angle and
went up into the sky, then it started blinking on and off. Then

,
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it disappeared. I would say it was two and three htmdred feet
long and just about as wide. It 1vas very bright, as the stm.
We were approximately 4 or 5 miles west of the light." (55.)
3 November. Springfield, Illinois. (evening)
Car lights dimmed:
"Dorothy L. Stevens, of Springfield, Illinois, was driving near
Virden, about seven miles south of Springfield, when she saw 'a
bright light in the south.' Her car lights 'dimmed like the old
model Ts used to do, and the motor stopped.' After the light
had departed the car again ftmctioned property. (56.)
3 November. Clifton, Arizona. (9:15 p.m.)
High speed round object:
" ... at Three Way Drive-In at 9:15p.m. an object ... was seen by
numerous people. Larry Parsons, 16, described it as being round,
silver-colored, and traveling from the Southeast at a terrific
rate of speed. 'It came across the horizon, crossed to the west,
went through a cloud and disappeared over the horizon,' Larry
said. Several others including 1'-lary Chapman, gave the same description of the object." (57.)
3 November. Near Clifton, Arizona. (9:20p.m.)
Like two hub caps together.
Five minutes after people at the Clifton Drive-in spotted something, a trio
of hunters saw a similar object:
" ... three deer hunters driving to Clifton through the Four Bar
Mesa area at 9:20 p.m. saw 'a silver colored object cross the
horizon from East to West, at terrific speed. They were Leon
Aguinaga, Sr., son, Leon Jr. and Juan Fierro, all Clifton
residents. Leon Aguinaga Sr. said, 'It was a shining silver
like the moon. It crossed the horizon in front of us, turned
and disappeared. It looked like two hub caps together,' he
added. Fierro estimated it to be 6,000 feet up." (58.)
3 November. Wichita Falls, Texas. (9-10:00 p.m.)
Our source: "James F. Phillips went outside after a power failure and saw
a lighted object traveling in a northwesterly direction. The lights failed
for just a few seconds, but his shortwave radio continued to buzz until the
object left the area." (59.)
3 November. Dyess AFB, Texas. (10:55 p.m.)
"Oddly lighted object."
ilir source: "At 10:55 p.m. Tech. Sgt. Jack Waddell, USAF control tower
operator at Dyess AFB, saw an oddly lighted object glowing neon-red near the
San Angelo highway." (60 .)
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3 ~ovember. .~rillo, Texas. (11:53 p.m.)
Perhaps ~>hatever was seen near the town of Canyon moved north because approximately four hours later something just as mysterious was reported in
the air over .:.\marilla:
"A ~avy pilot, reporting to CAA authorities at ll:S3 p.m. as he
fle\; over the city, saw an object in the southeast which he described as glowing brilliantly, then dim, low on the horizon, then
high, moving swiftly, then slowly. The Navy pilot, flying northeast to Amarillo as called for in his flight plan, said that he
was on a bearing of 40 degrees (northeast) and saw the object 80
degrees to his right, \vhich would place it in the southeast quadrant. He was watching the gyrations of the object while he described it to the co1111JUilicator on duty." (6!.)
4 November. Ararangua, Brazil. (1:20 a.m.)
"An impossible red light."
Another aerial encounter occurred far to the south in Brazil. It involved
pilot Jean Vincent de Beyssac of Crvzeiro do Sul Airlines. Our source states
that Captain Beyssac:
" ..• took off from Porto Alegre in Southern Brazil on a trip to
Sao Paulo and Rio aboard a C-46 cargo ship. During the day a
cold front had passed and the sky was starlit over Porto Alegre.
"About 1 :20 a.m. while flying over Ararangua, Santa Ca-..arina, at
7,000 feet, he flew over a layer of Stratus. Suddenly, blinking
his eyes in disbelief, he sighted an impossible red light to the
left of his aircraft. He watched it curiously and joked with his
co-pilot suggesting that they were at last seeing an authentic
flying saucer. When the THING grew larger, Jean decided to tum
left and investigate. Just before he pressed his rudder, the
thing jumped a 45 degrees arc in the horizon and became larger.
"Jean started the pursuit. He was about midway on his left 80
degree tum when the thing became even brighter and at once he
smelled something burning inside his ship.
'~is ADF burned, his Transmitter burned, all at once!
'1ben the 'thing' disappeared almost suddenly ---while his crew
looked for fire. Scared, Jean turned on his emergency transmitter and told the Porto Alegre control what happened. He went
back. to Porto Alegre where he went home and got soused.
''On that same day, Varig Air Lines issued an internal circular
forbidding pilots to tell the press about their sightings of UAOs.
This, according to airline bigshots, was to prevent the public
getting too wise about certain things happening to some pilots ... "
(62.)

4 November. The Brazilian Fortress of Itaipu. (2:00 a.m.)
''Top-secret military incident."
It Kas a moonless night but the Brazilian Anny sentries had no reason to
be extra alert during their duty watch on the grounds of the Itaipu Fortress.
The fortress was a defense installation with long range guns that protected
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the coast of Sao Paulo state, Sao Vicente, near Santos.
At u..·o in the morning things were very quiet. THe garrison, for the most
part, was asleep. The few men on guard were ordinary soldiers that probably
never heard of Levelland, Texas.
A "new star" suddenly appeared in the heavens. The sentries stopped in
their tracks when it became evident the "star" was actually a luminous body
heading for the fortress at tremendous speed:
"In just a few seconds the UFO was flying over the fortress.
Then it stopped abruptly in mid-air and drifted slowly down, its
strong orange glow etching each man's shadow against the illuminnated ground between the heavy cannon turrets. It hovered about
120 to 180 feet above the highest cannon turret and then became
motionless. The sentries were frozen on the ground, their eyes
wide with surprise, the Tommy guns hung limply from their hands
like dead things. The unknown object was like a large craft
about the size of a big Douglas, but round and shaped like J disk
of some .sort. It was encircled by an eerie glow." (63.)
A hum was heard which apparently was coming from the mysterious disk-like
body, and then a terrific wave of heat hit two of the sentries:
"One of the sentries said later that, when the heat wave engulfed him, it was like a fire burning all over his clothes. He staggered, dazed, heat waves filling the air around him. It was too
hot. He fought, and gasped and beat the air before him. He was
suffocating. Then he blacked out and collapsed to the ground-unconscious.
"The other sentry got the horrible feeling that his clothes were
on fire. A wave of heat suddenly enveloped him. Horror filled
him and he lost his mind. He began to scream desperately, running
and stumbling and crying from one side to another, as a trapped
animal. He did not know what he was doing, but somehow he skidded
into shelter, beneath the heavy cannons of 'the fortress. His cries
were so loud that he awoke the whole garrison. (64.)
Soldiers throughout the entire fortress rushed to their battle stations,
and then something else caused more confusion:
" ... the lights all over the fortress collapsed suddenly as well
as the whole electric system that moved the turrets, heavy cannons and elevators. Even the ones supplied by the fortress' own
generators. The intercommunications system was dead too. Someone tried to switch on the emergency circuits but these were dead
too. The strangest thing, however, was the behavior of the alarms
in the electric clocks, which had been set to ring at 5:00 a.m. -they all started to ring everywhere, at 2:03 a.m." (65.)
Panic gripped the men of the garrison. Soldiers ran about blindly. Then,
abruptly, the situation changed:
" ... the lights came on again and every man ran outside to fight
the unexpected enemy who surely was attacking the fortress. Some
officers and soldiers came in time to see an orange light climbing up vertically and then moving away through the sky at high
speed. One of the sentinels was on the ground, still uncon-
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scious. The other was hiding in a dark corner, nu.unbl ing and
crying, entirely out of his mind. One of the officers who came
first l>as a military doctor and, after a brief examination, he
saw that both sentries were badly burned and ordered the men to
take them to the infirmary mediately. They were put under
medical care at once. It became clear that one of them was a
severe case of heat syncope; he was still unconscious and showing evident signs of peripheral vascular failure. Besides this,
both soldiers presented first and deep second-degree burns of
more than 10 per cent of body surface --mostly on areas that had
been protected by clothes." (66.)
There would be more to this story.
4 ~ovember. Johannesburg, South Africa.
More cylindrical objects over Africa.
(See clipping)

STRA-NGE

OBJECTS
REPO~TED · SEEN

JOHANNESBURG, Nov.

4. -

Some "$trange

objects," cylindrical in shape, which hovered· at a greal
height In th.e sky and then· "5hot off,'' were sighted on
Sunday for the second time in three days ir. ~he skies
over johannesburg.
On Friday, reports of the sighting of the objects
brought a South African Air Force jet fighter into
an unavailing search through the skies.
4 ~ovember. Elmwood Park (Suburb of Olicago), Illinois. (3:00 a.m.)
Back in the U.S. another headline-maker was in progress. Although many
accounts of it appeared in the press, the best is one compiled by Air Force
BLUE BOOK advisor Dr. J. Allen Hynek. (See letter) (67.)
4 November. Various counties in Illinois and Wisconsin.
Strange flying objects/mysterious lights were reported in the skies of
~k:Henry County in Illinois. Also, something was seen in the counties of
Walworth and Waukesha in Wisconsin. All we know for sure is that the things
flashed green, purple, and red lights. In previously mentioned ~enry County
eight police cars patrolled the back roads in an attempt to track down the
objects. (68.) A Mr. Helmut Reuter of 73rd Avenue, El~~od Park (the same
place of the well publicized police report) later disclosed: " ... that he saw
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':: :-;;:;·:;' N~jor Hector Quintanilla, Jr.
- ::n :, :_ Box . 9494
'•
PTD \fricht-Patterson Air Force Base
: .'._ Dayton,- Ohio
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the very old sichtinr. of November 4, 1957, made by
and a fireman ridinr, in one patrol car at shortly
l!lm:·rood Pai:!c, Illinois.
'
·

· i ·ui~nitored

the ma!,iri;; of thi5 part of t he NnC docm:tentary on l'PC' s, ns
I ·did 0:1 the previous ni r;h t at El:, Grove Villa;:e, on the evcni:l~ of
May 27, 1965. Fortunately, all three witnesses are still holdin~; down ..
the S:lme jobs, but- only tt·ro t·1 ere available for ·intervil!l• 0:1 this . evening.
The .na::ses of the.witnesses were OfficerOffice
·

· · ~~d Pirer.1nn

'/~-'-~~-:~

All men stated that tlte inci dent had- been reported t
but that _'·• '
~had merely ~at the y had nothin~ on their screens. Here's
anpther case where~ failed to follo'• through and report a sighting •
.... .....
Officer
as ill on the nicht of the filcing. £Qr the docum:nt'ary, but, I 'did tnll: at l en:;th 'jth Officer=--=- and
the .
facman,:=l
Doth are
lite
I
;
!ref ore passing any firi:LJ. 'judgment, I
11ould like"to talk 171i"th of?ccr
.
if I ever :;et the ch:mce.
If there had been only one witness of the c:LJ.iber of elther of t he tlro
I intervi4!)<ed 1 I t·lottld tend to dismiss the incident as the product of
an over-11rought irn~ination. llouevcr, 11i th three wi tnesscs, :·ti t h the two
officers being on active duty, 1 feel that sorneth.ino; t·1as definitely
sishted. Furthermore, "the sighting occurred the day after the ~velnnd,
, Texas, cases, I!Dd the descdption is quite sir.tllar. llotJever, it ,,-as
j:ii·y,"':,::, ·•; determined ·that. these ttcn had no lmowledce of the Lcltvel :md sichtin~; of
~;~:\W,,!)".the previous ·day. They stated that after ~hey c:1me b:-.ck to the station
·,_- ._ · . -;;,;~.-, : bouse at datm, the nornint: Tribune h;>.d just been delivered, and in
·
thumbing .through the par;es, they tlicri · c cnc across nn nccount of t he
Level and sichting. They made a definite point of the surprise 1<1 th
' which they .met the Te;:as account.:·

we

m·

·. .....

·•. ·.

...
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1-tejor. Quintanilla
1 June 1965
rn:::e 2
Elmwood Par:,, 111., !lov; ·4, 1957 Si,;hting

·.

··"'

I re-enacted the e:ttirc incident •o:ith thew, r;c\i~g in the cnr \·: ith t:~e
firc:ttan, ''~~tile the il:~C people \•tcrc in .the . StJuad c:~.! nltc~.d. !'he officer
and the fircnnn•s. stor;~ ~~reccl in the basic :tccount, t-.lthoutil, t!1cy ·
dis:l!;ie~d somewh:>t on s'izcs and on the hei:;ilt :.t ,.,;,ich the object wM
observed.
At about 3:00 a.m., a. snuad ; d.ir t·:as patrol lin;:: the alley-·,ta)' behind ~ro\·1 of s-tores on
~t}le~' had procec<lcc! about t\·Jo blocl:s
down tile alley ( t!1e total len!;th oi \'1!1ich \'/:IS nc:.rl y a mile), •·•hen they
perceived ::..n open •·l indo\'1 in the bacl: of one of t!\c stores. They ::tor:;>ed
to exa..,ine it with their spot li::;ht, hut just then the S:>ot lieht and
their head li&hts dimmed very ;:mch, so much so th::..t the officer said til::..t
a. match t<ould have been jlri!lhter. This bein5 the case, they too:: n
flashlight from the cnr and "ent out to e:crunine the t·tinclot< and to loo!t ·
under the hood. · At this time, they said the)' ncticed a hrir;ht spherical
object above ~nd ahead of then. I questioned then very lon~ on the size
·ancl ar.pearanc.e nnd the best I could r;et uas that it ~<as .like an iri. descent orange beach ~all except much laq;er. The firt'man :;;aid th"t
whenever after that he bounced a beach ball, it ahta)'S broucht back
this incident to him. As the object 'm oved clo1·m the alley, but nbove the
a.lley, t!1e Cilr li~hts came buck on. The cn:;ine. hO\·tever, never hod
s(aUed h ut kept ccin[; the ,.!,ole tine. The)' trailec! the objt'ct :u1d
,.benever they turned their lichts off, the object sc~ed to hover and,
so to speak, ttatch ther.1. As soon as they tur,e<l their lir;hts on, the
object r.1oved off.
The 1:1en trnilecl <1o1m the nlley for fully a half t:~ile to the end of the
alley ·.·:ltcre it t:Jet " cemetery. The;- paused at the cncl nnd turned t~eir
lir;hts off. The object :slouly descended and hnvercc.l just " few feet
off the t;round. !lcre Cfficc•
!<ic!<ed on the "bd~hts" ""d the
object nscended very r.:tr>iclty 'Tififty or "S"i:<t y 1:1jlcs :tn h cur". It :tlso
too!:: off \'ICStt·n~. rd. The off:i.ccrs no·..., jo~:;cc.l rir,ht for n. Cj\::lrter cf a
bloc!-: to join Bclr.tont .Street and ~ursued the object rto-.·r.t Bel!'lont Strc~t.
!:ere Cffi::er
:lie! thnt it cavortr.rl frol:l curl> to curb bnc!' ::.ml
forth a.s thou:;h "pln;•inc :::~r:1es wit~ thP.;,••. The fir~n:t:t r:J:ti:-ttains t :1at
the obj•ct ,.,.,s hi:;hcr up. ,.The cole.: or briGhtness never chan3cd t hrtJur;hol•t t !!c entire crisod.c,
which la~tcd so"'"' ten or fifteen r.1inute:;. There is a st:>.'ld of trees in
the cemetery ::..nd alon:; side Belmon~ on looth siclc:;. 'f hc object periodically bcca,..e lost behind the trees. After :.bout " :. ile nnd " half, the)'
llHt~e a · U turn and c&me ba~ · east on Belnont
1 hav i n;i lost s;r;ht of the
obJect. As they (lOt bacl: into l::l•w:ootl l'arl:,-·the ohject ap;>ro:\c ::cd t~c:o
from the left fron a stnncl of trees, passed over · t!1C1:1 :mel to the rcnr.
They mndc another U turn and pursued the object· &3:\;.n ~<eshmrd. Very
Soon after this, th"Y said the ohjcc~ nscendcci to a C~"at hei[;ht.

.,'
~
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J.l~jo~ Quintanilla

'·

1 june 1965
Page 3

~l.wgod

Park, Ill., Nov. 4, 1957 Sicht;ng
i..'• ""'.

Officer
said to about ··HvC! thousa.."\tl (5,oan feet, but this ""Y
or may not -be tl:e case since I C:o not part".icu.tarl)' rate his jud:;r.ent
about dimensions, or fact:1 for the.t matter, very high. nut both the
firem.AD an!'! the officer a;:reed that the object dj sappeared as tllouch a
· ...
person pulled a blac!c shade up . fro~:~. the bottom, or :\S thour,h one >rere
I~ ,; .-,
·.;· fillin: the· spherical object wi ta n blnclc. in:; . After it <lisa!•rcr.rcd,
'· .; . : high .. in the air in this l:la.:tncr, 1..t did not rea!•"car. Appare:1tlr, the
. only ·. other 11itness to the incidcltt 1111s -n do:; 1·:!1ich 1to.s disturbed and
·.·.._barked at the object sor.tC!'.~lerC! along the route.

~~ :itory does · not h:mg to!;ether very ~<ell. The men 11re
'
· :" ·
s but tbey certainly stand to eain nothin~ fr0111 ha.ving perpe. _.t t'atec1 a hoax and, in fact, -it could cost ther.t procotions.

,._ .... <·

The object was d~scribetl as br;zht but not h~rd on the eye~, and very
beautifuL After con::iderahlC! coaxin~ and tryin3 to cet the idea of
simulation across, they aereed that if I broucht in a balloon po.iuted a
bright oran:e nnd of a si~C! of about an ordinary roon, and held it in
the sky, that .it would leo!: VC!ry ~:~uch like the! object thC!y rC!r.:e::tbcred.
lt liiUSt be rcmemhC!red that this siehting har>penctl sor.tc eight years a~o,
:u~d ct<t<lorics over that lC!n;;th of time ha\·c prCib::bly clctcriornte<!
consi~e ra.bl y.
Accord inc to the r.tcn, the r ~oo n \-:as out that nir,it t, bet to the eta.s t,
'"here~ the object nt t!1at .c;cr.1c time ,,·as to\·Tard the ,... est.
Tl1e r.!o.y \·las

buically clear, atthouch there wns a fo;:: in thc

cer.~etery.

One primary incident occurred ~<hen thc squad cnr had stopped ·nt the end
of the first loll!: alley just before thcy jo~;ccd on into Belr:mnt Street.
The lil}hts werc out end the object \<M descenrlin;;. ;,t th;s ti:-:e, it
lost its circular shape and tool: on a ci;;ar shape ~u:roun:led by a
fogginC!ss ••hich seC!med to emC!na;;e from the objC!Ct itself. There ~<:15
disagree::~ent ns to ho,·: ouch fog, if any, tht're ~<:IS in the ce"'ctP.ry th::.t
night. The crucilll tine of the incident seer.~:~ to · have been l<hen the
officer kicked on the lir,hts as. t••e object ,,·ns d~scend;n~ and h~d
asSU£1ed a cigar shape. As soon as the lir;hts ca."'c on, the obj<:ct rose
up rapidly, resur.~ed its circular shape, ami sucl:e<l up the foc:;i~ -:: ss
around it.
Cue other high spot occurred apparently just before the second lJ turn
1'11len the squad car was coinc e<tst on Belmont. The objcet cane nt them
Car.tc so
Cram the woods to the left, ~nd nccordins to Office
close to the car th::.t he could have renched out and touched it. r:•c
fireman did not a:;ree, feC!lins that the objC!ct hn~_.nh•ay:; r:~ain!a .in.:d a
re:.pectnble distnnce.
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f.lajor Qu,intanilla
1 June 1965
·Pa~e 4
No~ember 4, 1957, El:o\tood Pari<, Ill., Sichtin~

1

-.I

The sirnilari ty to the Lovclantl c~sc is strikin: ;'l.r:d if ·.v-c C:l.n believe
· (! think we can) th:>t they were unaware of the Lovelnnd sic;htin~ at

the time they made theirs, it beco:ocs all the more interestinr,. The
object definitely passed in front of objects fro:: tine to tine :md
the object could not be seen through the light. ·~·~e of ject, or t!1c
illur.lina:tion, lH\.5 not transparent.

No soun.::t or noise \·TCS ever o.s:.;oc:iatcd ,.!i t!l the object. ! t st::c:-.lcd to
glow a.."'ld its color \-.ras co:npared ·by both nen to the color of a. settinG
sun, but not as bright.
·

It

is. unfortunate th:lt the incident did not occur to \·:itnesscs better

trained as observers, and

~ore

articulate ones.

Other small i terns:
said that his ";:air stood on end"
when he saw the object, and the ·other officer said th~ wanted to
·shoot o.t it, but «as cautioned by Office
not to shoot until he
knet·t nore about it.
~teteorolor:ical

conditions for tHs night should be chec!ce<l to be cor.~
pared ,.; th sitnilar d•.ta from L:>velnnd. Likc,.ise, co:nparison should be
made" Hi th the Lock Raven 001:1 case and tl:e S·.:iz-• eoc:i valent of the Loc:c
Raven Dam case \'lhich occurred just t><o or three ct.\;-s before the Loci:
Raven Da.-, case.
I \·:ould. rccomncnrt th;'l.t nll cnscs of lun~nonz clobcs of light Hhich
apparently do not a:~;:-cnr to be attached to n. t::n[;ihl.c object be collected
nnd he exa..··:1incd for sinilnri tics of bcl~avior •~.nd n:-:bicnt ccndi tons. 1,'e
may have here, nnd I sa.y ju!;t possibly T'Hty, h;wc :1.:1 indication of so::-~e
t!1incr nc~·1 in at:-:tos~hcric ~Ily:;ic::;.. Cnscs S!l:}ttl:~ !H~ lini ted, ho~·,cver, to
more thfl.n onc-\·Ji tncss ca.3cs ..

This cnse s:,ould not he clo5crl u~til I hnvc a cllo::.."iCC to t:1l!: \·ti th
I have a feclinc thnt he na:• provi'!e sor:1ethin.::; './1icl; ~-rill
el. er stroncly corroborate t11c above or thro,·r it oe~t of cn11rt.

211

.

Sincerely,

.- J.

Allen J;ynel:

'

.I

Elmwood Park p~llce atatlon (1},
and where pollcemen aaw obJect. 1A
1k7 [ZJ.
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a red and orange, cigar-shaped object over the suburb west of his home about
3:l.E"'a.m. ~bnday --almost the same moment that the four officers saw the
sphere over the cemetery." (69.)
4 ~ovember. Itaipu Fortress, Brazil. (probably early morning)
The Commanding Officer of the Itaipu garrison issued orders forbidding
any release of information concerning the "attack" hours before. Not even
close relatives were to be told. Intelligence officers arrived to interrogate the soldiers and to impress upon them the need to keep silent if
questioned by anyone else. The official report on the incident was given a
high classification and sent to headquarters in the interior. (70.)
4 November. La Paz plays down "Little people from Mars" speculation.
Events threaten to spin out of control with the substained series of impressive UFO reports by impressive witnesses. Dr. Lincoln La Paz tried to
stop ~hat he considered wild talk with a statement to the United Press newsservice. (See teletype message below)
111a

.

AL8UQU£RQU£t N.H., NOVo ---tuPl--TK£ SOUTHUES'i'S LtADING ~~TEOR!T!
CIST DR. LINCOLN LA PA2 SAID . TQDA.Y BE DOESN'T BD.l!:V:<: TH:i: :nsn::uous
Ct'Ai-LIKJ: OBJ£CT S IGKttA OY!:R \lEST Tt.US AND NEll MEXICO LAST 11 :~aT
COIITAL'I:tll •LITTLE PtoPL£ FROM HAl!S•OR VE.'IUS,•
LA PA! 1 .1\EAD Oi TH£ HtTC:ORlTICS lNSTITUTt or THC: llllVtRS IT"! Oi a;:~
ti£XICO, SAID THE OBJECT !lAS •ttTHtR MAN-;1Aot•• OR COULD 8£ ATTataut::D
70 •MtT!OilTIC PK~OME.'ION.•
•
Ht SAID STORits· Or THE ..POSSLSl:.ITY o; A •SPACE SHI?• i!lCI'I ANOT~:;:.~
?:..AIIET :IOTI'JATED ::lY MAGNETIC II!:!.D ;oRCES •HAS NOT BEE.'I TA:<::::.'l
s:;:.uouSLY i;'( SCI!:.'HISTS.• BUT HE lll!llCATtD IT ~AS •ZNTlR!:i.'{ ?CSSISL!:•
T~A7 THE OBJECT !lAS MAN~AD!:o
LA PA! SAID HE iiAS ~tC£lV£D CAlLS TOOAY FaOM •THROUGHOUT :rt;;: A~EA"
·~ .\)i; BY noPl.!: IIHO :l.E?ORTZDLY S ICHT£!l 'iH!: I~YSTE:tlOUS OBJ!:CT.
.\:~CIIG
B!.'t UI?.E Mt':'!:Ol!ITE \IATCHZRS• WHO OSS!:RV:O:O TilE: R:i:D 1 CICA'l-S:iA?::~
P~~~O~CN TaROUCK •a?.~AKS• L~ All L~USUAlLY CLOUDY SKY.
CIGAl-LIKZ OilJtC!S :.:10 OT!U:a SUCM 03J~CTS 1 CLOillNC RED 1 ;,\!::::.'1, A:lil
:''UCTICALL'C !:'I:JI'f COLOR OF TH!: ~.U:l30V 1 HoW<: e;;;:,~ S IGHT~O O 'J :;:.~ 7H~ SO UTI!
J!STZll:l !lt:SGT FAli!LY F!i!:~UZ.'lTL1 'JlTHIN Tat LAST I·) \'!:ARS. ~~ ?A:
~.UD ALL a:::?oa7St l:ICLUDING THOS;: ~.\Dt TODAY, 'J!:l!E:.. FO!!'oA:D~;) 70 B~
Cli'lCIAL GaOU? A 'JalGiiT PATT!:RSON AIR ;Q?.C::: 3.\S!: IN OiltO ·.o~:iiC~ :s
WV:::STIGAT:~G SL'CH ?H::::IO:I!:.'ION.
MC 1~<9?

4 November. South of Orogrande, ~ew Mexico. (1:30 p.m.)
The Stokes case. 'Wave of heat?" Shades of Itaipu.
Yet another remarkable encounter case was to hit the newspapers. It concerned an incident that occurred on U.S. Highway 54 in New Mexico. The story
would be bannered across the front pages of newspapers across the nation the
following day. The pri.me witness in this case would be James Stokes who worked at the .~r Force Missile Development Center at Alamogordo. It is significant that Stokes had no way of knowing about the "attack" at Itaipu, in
Brazil. (See military report on Stoke's sighting and official map of the
area) . c;·l.)
4 November. Garden Grove, California. (5:30p.m.)
A new ~ourry for the Air Force was the appearance of UFOs in the skies over
California. At Garden Grove a couple of kids said they witnessed the passage
of a strange, egg-shaped, glowing body that was bluish-red in color, speeding
across the sky toward Los Angeles. (i Z.)
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Preparing 0!!1cer

\!P.F ' in!or...auan

·, II. Stl'JIW!Ir ThU report. ciontaizls
about an Unidentified ~
· Object llightecl bT Mr. 1
on h llovesber 1951 vb:Ua dri'Ying south on
JIS . IIi~ S4, IIJlFCl'l.lla
e11lflt. to ten ..U.s eouth of Orogrande, lfw Me:dco;
:··:·roftlt;e ot llllppleaint:cJ U!Tastiptin etrort..; and pose1ble 1dent.1!1ckt1on .
· C:d.tei&. ' 8CII1lCE 1a an electronics teehn:l.cian (Inat.rumsnt&tioc) vith the Bigb .
,
'fen Di'I'U!.on (Bocketsonc!e J!Fanch) at the Air foro'• Misllill Denlopaea\
·
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...,..

. .

Captain Patrick 0.

·.·•
·: '·

29

El~trordcs 'rec~cUn (In:~tnuoentaUcn)

..

High AU,Uude To:ot.D1'1'is1on, lti>cketscmde Brailch
Air Force l1issllo DnelopMnt.Contar

Holl..an AFB,

.!lev l!ox1co

'

·

: ,': ·
........
. '
· ··,.~,

2 )-ears cones~.
• t .•

',"!· :$-. · ~

. , •~

..,,

,

I

2h :reara,"US llayY, Chiet Petty Ott1cer
Private Pllct

•

(Ret)
, · ·~

I

··,

• ,;;•

ftfl: tMtS DO(UM!Nf CONT~Itf5 IIIFOI,UIO'I Af'H'CTI!ti'O Till. NATIOitAL f:fn N::;.( (Y. fM[
. II AIID •• ASAMf!IOl.O. IT:i TIUJt.>VI':,...tOI'I OQ: TJIF, 'M.UTIO!'t 0' 11 .. CQ~Tfi\1S
n MAY WlT It£ I'URQOIX(D IH WWA.£ 011. I~ I'AAJ, 11' 0114ff1 Ttl'!l urun:n 3TArt.$ AIR JOf•Ct:'

UtTrUJCtNCl.. us.v.

t/NCI..ASSII"CitfO~
·
1CU\lolftl';af .... l
:,

.

-

..,

30

be' had
· be later
hour. - SOURCE has
aarriocl. SOURCE etat.ed
qnit.e eaa~· although the battet7 hac! been steaming.

,·,

••
..:.··'···\
~

i
I

lrArD

..... • . ;

>.':{' -~-~ .

. .J./4d::'l1u.!I=J&

.

·"~

. . .'~ :·- :'·

-~~ ~" ·

.•-~~:"!""'· ',.

31

'- .

I ·

I
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· lco6th AISS
Ent Al'B, Colorado_ ___-:----'· ~I~~~:.~a-q_S_:s.J_.

rurt Three

_______ :::::.._~6_ _.,,___6_ ___ __··--

CO!OO!IITS OF Tl'E PRfl'ARING Ot"'FICcR:
1.
~tie~

The optnlt>n of t.hc Pr·~rarine.:Offief:r
pb,.nn,mnan for t~e follo\oli.ng r'r!Ol:lOn:J :_

a.

balloons,

it;

th:-,t S0 1jRC~ pt>:sslbl;," ":1.. "~l"'!'!~oP.ti :-.r. ~

The objt)ct -;lo~s n\lt reMotely r:t~et idrmtiflc'1i1on cri t.erin !or .U.rc:-:1;, ~

r.~.~teors,

atar9 or

rl'lJ":et .~.

Althou1:h the rcpo.;t~ d color or tho objxt b consonont w~th th:>~ o!
ball lit'.htni~g, the fant:o3t.i.c sp~ed of the un!.d.,nti!iod object ru~s out t~•~t ,a:•lbillty.
~.
c. The reportod shape, lack of tr•l~ _ 4lld •ound 1 incredible speed and
other reported conditions aro in har::10ny with the theory of an optical. illusion.
b.

.

.

v

2. It would be 11131\ifostl.y impossible for sounc:;; to have obaer·'ed the obJect
for as long as he stated if i t w•r~ tr3velling at th~ e3tir.~atod. speed •
... ).

Due to the !lat white sandy ten-ain,.:oiragcs cannot be conaicered wrusual

oceucronc~'.

~~~

'·

Lt. Colonel, OSAF
Operatio:>s Offic~r
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S November. Kearney, Nebraska.
"Space ship visit."
A widely publicized hoax on November 5th helped to take the edge off building concern about UFO sightings. The story caused quite a commotion for a
short time although the citizens of Kearney did not take the supposed "space
ship visit" seriously. One local car rental operator in Kearney could not
complain. He rented every vehicle on his lot to out-of-town newsmen. Other
businessmen made their own efforts to make a buck although more in spirit of
fun than anything else. A clothier on main street advertised: "SPACE 9-IIP
SPECIALS," and an auto shop placed a sign in its window that annol.Ulced: "SPACE
SHIPS WNED uP."
UFO skeptics across the nation welcomed the distraction. (See clippings)

I

. J... ~t.lllll

Throwllla ·serl.llil• ·doubt on his

, Ito!')' · ~II

DIOl'1linl

the dls•
1
·oover/· of· a c:an of IJ'Mnllh · oil
-Stor:y "Weake~~~
-In the rear Qf Schmidt's cu. The
oU was ai~Pllu &0 oil found on the
~
Offici~ .
ground at tile lite 'tllhere Scllmkl\
said the "Whatnlk" touched dowo
...
near hera. 1'lie oU ·found oo the
.KEAANEY, Neb: <UP) - Auarouod was ·at flnt thouaht to
.have come frorn Schmldl'a·· "apece,
thorltiea · •aid tocla¥ the story o1
lhlp" ~d w.u belna teated at a
a· Cl&llfornla &Nt!l • lluyer tbat be
r.olleae here.
chatted with {oui- men . aacl two
A telll'l). of lnveatJ.catora from
women . In a . traqsparent "•~•
the Contlllental Alr Defense Com·
altlp'' Tuesday ''appean to be
weakenlna."
·
·
. mand · headquarters at Colorado
Sprlnca, Colo., arrived here today
The report 'b;ir 1 .Relnl)old 0.
to Join ·in the' lnterroaatton, a n cl
Schmidt, 41. Bakemleld, Calif.,
caused a areat sUr· _loclllly and · pollee cont~t~ued tQ check tile ·•PD'·
where . . ··w~.. all:'~
was the moct dramatic of a boat
landed.
.. ' '
·- ; . . .
'JL.,npldfpUfjed QyjM Mtec;t ellht.
lttss reported around the count!')', '
::climldt, · wbo had autborltlea
to beart'• ·talk; with ' IIUthoritleJ.
bellevlna· hll _'story tor hoUrs, wu
Sc:brnidt,: a ' ll'aln bU1'er tor Vaidiscovered to ~- ·an, ex· - eoavlct
U·Pak Co, of Brawley, Calif., apo
leter, · and &hit · ·ll'ornlna tiii'Ded
peved In Kearney late Tuesday,
down a chance · to take a U.
whlto·lactd and shaken. allll.uked
detector test to. verily 'the tale.
to sea a .mlllilter. He said be was
The arainbuyer was qllt!stloned
i.hrough the early mornln& .hoW's · drlvtna near Kearney on .a cram.
buYlnl' expedition when he apotted
by suspicious authorities after
an object .that looked like a Navy
Scotts BluU County Sheriff Steve
blimp.
Warrick, Certna. Neb., beard the
He aaid the four mpn and two
reporta lind notWed officer• here
1that Schmidt was an ex-convict.
women In tile ·object spoke Enallsb · and Cieril\on, wore c:oovWnrrlck said Schmidt, former!¥ ~
ttonal ci1othlta ud appeared to be
Scotti BluU Count.)' &raiD buyer,
In their 411.
·
'
served time fllf' ambeulament.

Kearney
' Announce Today

WU

.
--

a:fo~~i='t~~*·;e~

I

The-l'ilijmaa iild1iii car ali>
.~ . died .rJM.o.be ~li
' . -~
object, , wbLcll a~ AA our 11111'1.
"l aot out and Tialked cJoaa,..;.
about 2$ Q1' •10 · feet- from !.&,..
Schmidt aeJ4.· ''tWo 'mea c:ama out

.ud cam• ·~me. One wavecl
what looliiCS".uP a lluhllabt Tibkl1 -&ioN fc!i ,. a HCODd. I couldo'&
move. · 1 · diiD't know wbetber l
wu·.Juat atrald qr . what... : ~ It
waa like belna pll'al,yzeci. .
W.Ua Traupana&

·

Schmidt aald the walls . 01 the
allip were tranaparalll..fiqm tbe lao
aida aacl cootalaecl a :"maaa ·of
dlala•. IDilfUm..U. and wtrtna a...
aide.".
.
.
"l waa In Jlla thlp 20 or-30 mlno
utea," Scbrnldl ...ld. He quoted
the "apac:erD.a." u JaYini "we'U
have IQ bl bera a Uttle Tiblleyou may aa w'eU come ~-"

They appeared to be worklna oD
\he wlrlnl, the .ialJ.tman uld. and
dld not ·offer to explalli ur aC

the equipment.
· Tlu!y apaka amona themHivaa
Schmidt said.
FinallY, he aald·. they ·told him
to aet out and the ship, propellen
whlrrln&. took oa llke a be!lcOP-

'lie German,

Ite~r-~----YORK, NEBR., NEWS·TIMES

Clrc. D. 4,232
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WORDLY CLUE TO UNWORDLY PHENOMENON .

. . . KEARNEY, NEB.-R. 0 . Schmidt '(right), Brawley, CaL, grain buy~r. ~;~1
who dalms to have spent a half hour 'i•isit in a space ship, watches Police,, ,
· Chief Thurston Nelson (left) examine oily leaves found wher.e . Schirildf~aid ·
11pace ship landed. Others are Dave Drage (second from leftl, Buffalo County
depu~y sh~riff, and Yat Lu1ide, Kearney city managcr.-AP Wirephoto

HE.SAW 'EM

Space · Men~~-\Yome.n, Too·
· KEARNEY, . Neb., Nov. 6
(APJ.-A ·a tr an g e tale ,of
apace ahlpa and space menand even· space women-had
thia city of.l2,000 scra~chins
It! collective heads today, .
The loquacious tale teller
was R. 0. Schmidt, 48, a
grain buyer, of Brawley,
Imperial County, CaL, who
vowed h~ not ~mly saw the
space s~up .but lnspect~d .it.
"TV PAL" · . . · ·
He aald..he spent a cha~ty.
half hour with the crew, as
a moving floor ferried them
about the ship's interior. He
eaid .the crew of four men
!n.d. two women spoke brok-

·.
.. . ,

en English . and high Ger- found a . partly Jilled can 9I
man; which ·he. unders~ands oil nearby).
. ,.
"to an extent."
· IT . WENTe . · . :.
·By a strange coincidence, Pollee Chief Thur3ton Nelhe aaid, one. of the crewmen son said this ·has been going
looked exactly :Jike ·a hotel on all night. Nelson ·said
acquaintance with whom he Schmidt has stuck to· his'
has been wijtching- 'tete- story.
vision programs.
Schmidt .said two of the
Schmidt catnapped at the crewmen deba'rked, searched
jail between guided tours to him for weapons, assured
the .site, where skeptical of- him he was in no danger, and
fleers joiried him in a search then let · him look over the
for :clues..
·
craft. When he left, he said,
Pollee have found foot- the ship took off and vanprint! (this spot is .ofttn !shed. _. · · · . ·.
·.
used by duck hunters), and· Who ·else- sa.w ·or . h.e ari
what appeared to be ·an .oil anything in the area?
spot (on on~ of th~ trips they
"Not a aoul," said Nelson.

I
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4 November. Borrego Springs, California. (6:00p.m.)
According to the Los Angeles Times:
·~. and ~trs. A.A. Burnand, jr., belatedly reported sighting a
light flashing at two second intervals, above ground level but
lower than the mountains behind it, on the Borrego Springs desert
at 6:00p.m. Nov.4. 'It was about twice the apparent size of the
moon,' Burnand recounted. 'When it flashed, the rays shot out in
all directions. It made you think of an explosion.'
"'It was like a huge beacon,' stated Mrs. Burnand. 'It's light
was intense.' The couple agreed they heard no sound during the
eight observed flashes. Weather Bureau officials could not account
for the phenoJIIIenon. " ( 73 . )
4 November. Turmoil in the Pentagon?
The Air Force assumed it had enough regulations in place to safely channel
UFO reports from official agencies directly into the BLUE BOOK system where
they could be ''processed," after which the official word on the case could be
issued by the military Press Desk in the Pentagon. However, nruch to the displeasure of the High Command, the carefully crafted system of handling UFO
information was in a shambles. NICAP had a man at the Pentagon waiting for
official comment on the numerous fast-breaking UFO reports from around the
nation. NICAP's man, "Brennard," phoned Keyhoe to update him on the Air Force's
dilemma. Keyhoe later wrote:
'1be Press Desk boys are sweating it out, waiting for word from
'upstairs," Brennard told me. 'It's the leaks that hurt --they
were griping about Army and Navy loud-mouths until they found out
Air Force pilots had talked too, about a sighting near Selma,
Alabama.
"'If this keeps up,' I said 'they'll be in a jam.
"'And they know it. Well, I've got to get back. They've hauled
out a 'fact sheet' --must have had it on ice for just such a spot
--and they're waiting an okay to shoot it." (74.)
The White Sands MPs had blabbed to the press before an official report had
been filed, and the Jim Stokes story, at the time just unfolding, was a
sterling example of how the BLUE BOOK-Pentagon arrangement was being cirClUIIVented.
In contrast, in the southern hemisphere the Brazilians were managing to
keep the lid on the Itaipu "attack."
4 November. NICAP headquarters.
Activity being reported by the newswires was so great a NICAP secretary
wondered out loud if the Air Force was prepared for the possibilty a UFO
would land make real contact. In her opinion people were unprepared. Did
the military have a plan, she asked? And if they did, how good could such
a plan be after the Pentagon insisted for so long there was nothing to the
UFO problem? Keyhoe heard these remarks and replied by suggesting any disclosure by authorities would depend on when, and how, such a thing was
done: "If they had to do it now, in all this excitement, it'd probably
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NATURAL THING TO DO
MOSCOW fUP) An \l.niieattbrd
ln a rtnetrornPr lncen·lf'W tooll

~tuscovlte

~:r P~~o~~~~~:~ •d~~ch to rtartllna n~at.a
"Wen.• he atd.

--up

ro.s Sputn.ik

an•

do.·n aoes Zhukov. That' I the way tt lL ..

(10 P8P1 TodaJ)

PIUCE: Week Da1a- 5c; Sacla7a - 10e

"Whatsnik" In Texas Sky
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II Circling Earth
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Saucer .Chief Says 'It's .·True' i

WASHINGTON (UPJ-The chief
of . _the unotticlal "Flying Saucer"
investigating committee said today reports of a space ship visiting the Southwest seem to be
bona fide.
'Donald E . Keyhoe, a former
Marine Corps major and now elirector ol the National Investigatlons Committee on Aerial Phe-

Amarillo, Texas.
Amarillo Globe-Times
4 November 57

nomena, said that "from all we've
heard" the mysterious object said
to have been alj;hted by at least
nine persons in Texas and New
Mexico was actually a space ship.
He said he was impressed particularly by reports that engines
ot . automohiles died and their
headlights went out when the object passed near them. ·

"That's just the way an electromqnetlc force field would operte ,1 he 1aid "Th' is 't th ti t
•
IS n
a •
,
e . rs i
time we ve heard ot such thinp
happening.''
·
Keyhoe, a former Marine pUot,
is author of several books on fly. I
ing saucers, including one entitledll
"Flying Saucers Are Real."
'1

r ·-··-···
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scare some r)eople." (75.)
4 November. Radio station KALG, Alamogordo, New Mexico. (7:45 p.m.)
"I did hear something odd tonight."
Terry Clarke, news reporter for station KALG, had just finished his 7: 45
newscast, a memorable one since it dealt with the Levelland reports and the
incident at White Sands. As soon as he went off the air the radio station
switch board lit up. People were calling in to report some strange lights
in the sky to the southwest of Alamogordo. The Air Force's Missile Development Center and the White Sands Proving Grounds were only ten miles to
the south~est, so Clarke assumed some balloon launch or a rocket test was
responsible. The reporter phoned a friend, Ken Prather, at Base Ops at the
M[ssile Center to check on any activity there. Prather said there was nothing happening on the test ranges but he said he had heard something odd. It
seems there was some talk about some sort of UFO encounter 30 miles south of
the Proving GrOWlds on Highway 54 • According to the rumor there had been
the failure of a car's engine and radio.
With the news from Levelland still fresh in his mind, Clarke was very
interested and insisted on knowing more. Prather didn't know the name of
the main witness, a civilian, but a certain Major at the Missile Center was
aware of the case details. Clarke obtained the officer's phone number from
Prather and placed a call in the hope the Major would talk. Clarke was in
luck. The officer confirmed the fact that a rocket engineer employed at
the Missile Center had reported an encounter with a UFO while enroute to El
Paso. Pressed for more information, the Major supplied the engineer's name :
Jim Stokes.
Clarke took immediate action. First he told his girl friend he had to
cancel a date that evening because he: " . . .wanted to get to him [Stokes]
before the Air Force did. " (76 . ) Clarke also wanted to contact the local
Alamogordo UFO experts, Coral Lorenzen's APRO organization. He felt that
ti:e group might be able to offer some advice. That very morning Mrs. Lorenzen had been interviewed by KALG radio concerning the Levelland excitement.
Mrs.Lorenzen was known to may people in town and her husband, like Stokes,
worked at the Missile Center. In fact, many people at the Center called
Coral the "flying saucer" woman.
Stokes calls Coral Lorenzen. (8:55p.m.)
Not surprisingly Stokes also thought of Mrs. Lorenzen. He got in touch
with Coral by phone. She asked Stokes to visit her home where he could t el l
hi s story to sympathetic listeners. Coral wrote later in one of her books:
·~~ - Lorenzen and I had known Jim [Stokes] casually. He is
an electronics engineer and therefore he and my husband had a
cOIIIllOn interest. He had been in our home on occasi on. The
subject of UAOs [UFOs] had been touched upon very br iefly."

(77. )
Both Coral and her husband beli eved the incident was authentic. Coral
remembered: ·~e [Stokes] was bubbl ing over wit h excitement that could not
be feigned, for J im is no actor." (78.)

I
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4 November. Knoxville, Tennessee. (evening)
''Huge oval-shaped aircraft?"
Knoxville, which is a short distance from the nuclear plant at Oak Ridge,
had a 'visitor" the evening of the 4th:
"In Knoxville a former naval aviator said his 11-year-old son saw
a huge oval-shaped aircraft moving at a tremendous speed over West
Knoxville last evening.
"A Knoxville police officer said several University of Tennessee
students also reported seeing the glowing object at the same time,
but the students could not be reached for comment.
'1be former pilot, James Jeffries, gave this account of his 11year~old son's experien~e:
'"The boy described the aircraft as bigger than a jet and having
more than one exhaust. He said it had a brilliant reddish-golden
hue and sounded more like thunder than a jet.
"'It was oval-shaped and had no visible wings,' Jeffries continued, 'The boy knows all military aircraft in the sky --he is a former sky watcher --and he said the object was moving pretty fast
for its altitude.'
"Jeffries said his wife also heard the thunderous roar, but did
not actually see the object. She said jets from nearby McGhee
Tyson Air Force base fly over the home daily, but none of them
ever sounded like that.
"Jeffries said he quizzed his son thoroughly after he learned his
wife had also heard the noise." (79.)
4 November. 14 miles north of Dickinson, North Dakota. (about sundown)
''Mysterious cylinder."
According to the Dickinson paper:
"C.F. Patzer, long time Dickinson barber, reported to a Press newsman last night of seeing an object in the sky some 14 miles north of
Dickinson about sundown yesterday evening.
"Patzer, along with his wife and Mr. and Mrs. Joe pavel had been
out watching ducks and noticed the strange object 'a long ways up
over a hay stack in the vicinity of the Sadowsky ranch.'
"Patzer went on to explain that the four watched it through field
glasses and that it seemed to slow down. After a short while, it
gathered speed and went on its way. He said several farmers were
working on a hay stack in the area and they also observed what
Patzer said was not a jet or any other plane. It was bullet-shaped with different colors painted on the side. It had a black nose
and looked to be more than 100 feet long.
"Patzer and party surmised the mysterious looking craft to be a
satellite.
'They last saw it speeding south." (80.)
A crisis.
"Don, you won't believe this!"
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Back in Washington D.C., at NICAP headquarters, Donald Keyhoe got a phone
call from an excited Frank Edwards. It seems that the disarray in the Air
Force's handling of UFO information --its public relations, had reached a
crisis point:
'Tion, you won't believe this! The Chief Air Force PIO at Los
Angeles --Colonel Dean Hess --just revealed he's asked Secretary
Douglas to open up with the truth about UFOs." (81.) (See
clipping)
4 November. Seven miles north of Sundown, Texas. (8:45p.m.)
"Swinging UFO."
Perhaps the oddest UFO reported during this November flap was the following:
"SOURCE was driving about seven miles north of Sundown, Texas on
farm road 300 when he saw a red object the size of a basketball
at arm's length in the northeast. The object appeared to be
swinging in about a quarter mile arc from north to south. SOURCE
stopped his automobile by the side of the road and watched the
object for about three or four minutes. At the ends of the arc,
SOURCE stated flame and sparks were given off, as if to start the
object on its course back. The object appeared to be attached by
a hose or cable to a larger stationary object. The stationary
object appeared to be similar to a balloon. After three or four
minutes, the object, still swinging, turned white and rose at a
rapid rate of speed into the clouds and disappeared. SOURCE
stated that it was pitch dark with no stars and no moonlight,
thick, heavy clouds and a light rain. SOURCE had no opinion as
to the possible cause of the sighting." (82.) (See drawing)
4 November. KALG radio and Terry Clarke. (9:45 p.m.)
Clarke was in a hurry to finish the interview with Stokes since he wanted
to play the tape during the up coming 10:00 o'clock newscast. It should be
mentioned that Clarke, like the Lorenzens, noticed the flushed condition of
Stokes' face. Stokes was restless and wouldn't sit down, but a cigarette
helped calm him. The recording went ahead without any hitches.
After the Lorenzens and Stokes left the radio station, Clarke spent two
hours trying to contact the witnesses Stokes claimed had shared the UFO experience. He especially wanted to talk with a 'Mr. Duncan" who was supposed
to have taken photographs with a 35 mm camera. The other fellow was said to
have been employed at White Sand and his name was suppose to be Allan Baker.
Clarke had no luck contacting either one. (83.)
Once Coral Lorenzen and her husband returned home, they thought a lot
about the latest developments. Coral was amazed that something had happened so close to APRO headquarters. She called all the APRO members that
lived in the local area and asked them to gather at her house the next evening so everyone could share opinions about the situation.

'1

JUST PUBLISHED!

EXPANDING CASE FOR THE UFO
UNVEILS EVIDENCE LINKING SPACE LIFE
TO UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
Ha•e ••bein•a•• fro• o•ter apace
alrndJ oet up the &nt arth oahllite? Have ..thero beaten uo to tltc
obaenatlon pool that olren a •lew
of eur:rthinc happealnc enr)'•
where on tbia planet?
The man who only a few yean a1o
was ridiculed for opeakin1 wriously about . the launching of an
"'earth oateliite,"' M . K . Jessup. has
just completed an astonishinc
new book : THE EXPANDING
CASE FOR THE UFO. It contains an overwhelming masa of oub·
otantiated up-to-the-minute data
pointing to one Incontrovertible
fact: SPACE LIFE EXISTS.
M. K . Jessup has lone maintained
that the ocientiflc: atudy of innplicable aerial phenomena is too VItal
to be oneered into oblivion or double-talked out of existPnce. UFO
oightinl(s continue despite every oflicial effort to squelch discussion.
As recently as March 10. 1957 the ·
New York Times reported the encounter o( a Pan American Air·
ways plane with "a fiery object"!
Why do these reports persist?
Where do these ''objects'' com.> •
from? M . K. Jessup provider!
some of the answen in his earlier
pioneering work THE CASE FOR
THE UFO. Now in THE EXPANDING CASE FOR THE
UFO he marshals an impressive
array

or

You'll find slartlln!
Information an these and
. many other questions:
• Has the meon been colonized bJ lntellicent b•
lncs
• Has the "'nisslnc link" to
a final solution of the UFO
riddle been found?
• What did the strance
caves In the southwestern .
United States reveal?
• Has a space satellite been
launched from Mors?
• What mysterious force
lifted into place the
2,000-ton solid stone roof
of the Black Pa1oda of
India?

additional evidence.

Whether or not pu ere ,.• ..,. ta acc•11t alt of Mr. Jessup•• conclusions., ,.., wt&l
find JHC I:XPAHDINC CAS£ 0 cll•llenliftJ' lnd •ti.nu1atifll natlin1 . ~xperieace.
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Is ..
concerned" about the many
.
11Y·
reports ot unld
. . en tilled
.
lnl objects ftittlng '~bOt,~t
the COUntry, and Js "direct·
iriJ very thprough lnves~~
'tion ;, : eoi" Dean HeSii

a

P
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·

· '

Air FOrce P.llbllc fnfonna·
tlon of!!~.r ~ere; .a id this
afternoon.' :
,
. ·
:, .Tho Ko~war liCe. called
tfie office of the Seere'~"'''.o
.
. .. ··
...., ...,
.the A1r_;Force last ~ght·_to
1
ask ~ th~roush lnv~lga-.
!uciiJ..·;:!.'.tt :11t11 public:;=))!
lJmQW", the real natunt ot the-.
·objee~ , ,._ · .
-- · . _.., .
:_·],lie waa.prompted py the!
rath of reports that "What:l
nlks" were back ·-lrt ·: thel
Southland sky, as testified!
by some qualified observers.·!
The objects were described
variously as "a baiLor fire,"
1"an orang.e jack-o'-lantern,"
i"a powerful, mysterious
light" and ·"a great, green
light." . .. .

~n-tlti~

clQUdlh hutl!ni

Ughtnlrit:~bol~ Some were
ting.ed wlth ·red ·from the

setting sun.

~.:;~t·~;~:ln~n~ ~~
0

th~·· roalhie Inquiries,"
•• .. . Col. Hess.
-·~am aure the Amerl.: tan people would be re•
! ceptlve to Information
.. to whether these ob~
Jects are of terrestrial
or celestial orlrln.''
He said his request for an
investigation was relayed to
the Air Defense Command
at Colorado Springs•. responsib!~ for such inquiries.
. 1~ already .- h;~s .assigned
teams :to· three reported
slghtings deef!!ed deservln
~r further study. ADC said
It •had not decided whether
to sP.!ULinvestlgat!Jrs here_.

New York, N. Y•
Kanaaa City

Chlca&'o -

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., MIRROR NEWS
Clrt. D. 307,858

NOV

G 1957

War Hero DemanC:Is
Probe by Air For.ce :
An

Air Force hero today demanded a thorough In·
Vestigation Of reported Urti<fP-ritlfterl -!l.'!'iflf.' p}).jl!r.U ~'g;)
the public may know" their real nature. ·
Col. Dean Hess, Korean war ace and Air Force public
Information .officer here, saic;l he lodged his demand
with the office of the Secretary of the Air Force, but
has not received a reply.
He was prompted by the A number of the observa<.
rash of reports that "What- lOllS w~e reported about
1iks" were back In the :he time a high-level storm,
;ou thland sky as testified rwep~ over the .area, w_lth
~reen-hued clouds hurhng
. •
>Y come qualified observers. lightning bolts._Some were
The objects were described tinged with red from the
tarlously as "a ball or fire," >etting sun. CtJN-r:
'an orange jack-o'-lantern,"
'a power f u I, mysterious
'lght" and "a great, green
.ight."

.. , _1,
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----.orm not

coinr to be
satisfied with one of
these routine Inquiries,"
said Col. Hess ..· ''The ·
duty officer ·presumably
passed my demand alonr
to the proper authorities.
"But I haven't had a
call back, and I haven't
been llrect. _.
"The tluure olt.h e Air·
Fo1c• •:10 acknowledce
.--: ·th.,.. . ,8i.orta ,:.Questions ·•
'" - ~ ·.tlitecdty of .. l.hoae · ·
cailinl then_i-111•' '-. ,,
· "I am aure·the Amerl· ·
can people would be re- '
ceptlve to Information.
as to whether these objeeta · are .of terrestrial
or celestial oricln."
The Air Defense filter
Center at Pasadena said It
received numerous reports
!of "unidentified llying objects."
..
i It said the repo~;ta were
·sent through channels to
:Wright-Patterson Air Force,
Base for evaluation and in-1
vesUgation as ·a routine mat-i
ter.
.
At Los Alamitos Naval
Air Station, the unld,entlfied
objects flitted about the sky
almost continuously between

I

·6:05 and 7:25p.m.

.

"It was not a star and
1 It wa• not a plane," said

Lt. Richard Spencer.
At Long Beach Airport,
Maj. Louis 1•'. Baker, head
of the meteorological unit,
and Airmen Joseph Abr.anvage and William Nieland
saw six saucerlike flying _objects at 3:5j> p.m.
·
'!They were , clri:ular.
and resembled 'a p U n .
aluminum - In o t h e r
·words the aurfaee was
not shiny," aaid Abran·vare. "They c ban red
course lnstantaneoillly
without lou ofiapeed.
They W!lre movlnr ap•
parently at tho base of a
cloud at '1'000 feet direct•
ty· over tho airport."
Mrs. Charles .Weitzel, 242
Driitwood Drive, Corona del .
Mar, at 6:04 p.m. saw an object like "an orange jack-o'•
lantern" over the ocean. It
vanished In a few seconds.
Van Nuys police *eived
more 'thltn 50 calls ' around
7:30 last night reporting' a .
falling object. Operators at]:
Lockheed Air Terminal control tower also saw it. .

I
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4 November. Wichita, Texas. (between 9 and 10:00 p.m.)
House lights fail, radio buzzes.
The local paper told everyone:
"James F. Phillips, 1230 Thirty-fifth, reported sighting a lighted object traveling in a northwesterly direction in the sky Monday night between 9 and 10 p.m.
"Phillips said he went outside his house after an electrical
failure while listening to the Voice of America on his shortwave
radio.
"The object was said to be a grayish-blue blinking light. Phillips said he watched it for several minutes before it disappeared.
He said his lights failed for just a few seconds but his radio
continued to buzz until the mysterious object disappeared and then
began broadcasting once roore." (84.)
4 November. Kodiak, Alaska. (10:00 p.m. Alaska time)
Colored ball of fire. (See clippings)
4 November. Near Monroe, Louisiana. (lO:OU p.m.)
"Gaseous body."
There ftas quite a few witnesses to the next reported appearance of a UFO,
making it unlikely a hoax was carried out:
"Louisiana State Police .•. investigated the report _made by four
persons that they had seen a mysterious aerial object on Highway
SO East about 10 o'clock ...
"State Police headquarters here said the report was investigated
but no evidence left by the object was found. Police also did
not sight the object after arrival at the vicinity of the sighting.
'1be four reporting the experience were Edward Henson, 26, of
Swartz, Mary Lafferty, 18, of West Monroe, Pat Phelps, 18, of
~bnroe, and J.D. Yardough, 22, of Monroe.
'1bey told police they were returning to Monroe when a bright
object near the ground in front and to the right of their vehicle
suddenly rose very rapidly and vanished into the sky, within a
matter of an instant.
'1be •;itnesses could not define its shape or size, but one said
it might have been about the size of an autoroobile. The outward
appearance was described as 'gaseous."' (85.)
4 November. Lubbock, Texas. (late in the evening)
The Air Force "investigates."
The official Air Force investigation "team" flew into Reese AFB late tvbnday evening. Plans were to begin work on Tuesday morning. Officers from
Reese AFB had done some :preliminary checking on Sunday but that was just
to affirm the fact the incidents were worth looking into. Now the 'UFO expert.,;" '-'ere in town to d·o the job right, according to the press.
-l \0\·ember. Kirtland . .-\FB, New Mexico.
(10:45-11:04 p.m. M5T)
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~all of Fire

Seen
AtKod:iak
KODIAK, (A.P .) - A Kodiak
policeman a n d a 15-year-old
1lrl said yesterday they saw an
ob}ect resembling a bright ball
of fire In ·the skies over Ko.
dlak at abOut 10 p.m. Monday .
.Policeman John Boucher, in
a petrol car at the time, said
be law the object, shedding blue
sparka and emitting intense Ji&ht
-fall on Kodiak island. It was
described as abOut the size of
four i,asketballs.
·
"I was near the Kodiak' hllh
school when I saw the school
and schoolarounds ll&ht up with
a Greenish color," Boucher said.
"1 looked up and saw a la~ge
red ball falUn& rapidly. It had
a short vaPor tall chartreuse In
.color and was visible for three
seconds before fallin& behind
the school."
He a.e arched for the object ·
but could not locate it.
· Dolores Gallagher, 15, s a I d
ahe also saw .t he object about
10 p.m. She was walt!ng In a
parked car for ·her mother north
of the city lim! ts. "It seemed
to be on a level with the car
traveling ,f r o m .northeast to .
southwest and seemed very '
near," she said. "Blue sparks
were coming . from It and it was
curvlnc sll&htly downward. i
was scared and thought that it
would hit the car."

OTHER REPORTS
Officials · at the Kodiak naval base said they received additional reports f r o m civilian
sources of an object seen in
the sky Monday evening. Of~
flcials said they had not observed anythlna unusual at the
base but had · il&hted a possible meteor at 6:24 a.m. yesterday. They reported no radio interference.
Boucher · aald his car radio
waa affect~ when the object
dlsappea~
. . . . .. , ...

Ketchikan, Alaska
Daily News
~vember 57

Greenish
Vapor Seen
Near School
KODIAK 1111 - A danling red 1
1
ball of fire trailing a weird p-eenlsb-yellow vapor flashed over Kodiak Monday ni&ht, a Kodiak po.
llceman reported to Navy headquarterS · yesterday.
. Kodiak patrolman John Boucher, 28, said he saw the fiery
object while on patrol on Mission
road, site of a new school, at
10 .p.m. Monday.
.
· ~·I tUrned to 10 past the dlool
when all ·of .a sudden the whole
area lighted up as if aomeone
had turned on field lights," Bouclrer aald.
,
•1 . Jerkect my h..d areun4
lust In tlrM to ' " • floml.,.
nd ball whlulng out of the
_,_ It sklmmod obovt 50 foer
- r tho ochoel. It was tralll.,.
. •r.. nlsh-yollow vopor. Then It
disappeared.
~· att,.mptod to radio tho r ..
port to j>ollco headquarters but
there was lntorforonco on my
car r..tlo. It was a steady 'dltdlt-dlt' that wont on for about
two full mlnutos after 1 spott..t tho objod. Jon Buockon.
tho trUUd at tho Jail notlc..t
the lntorforonco, too..,
The ltrange object wu a11o
reported by two Kodiak school
11r1s; Janet Toraamsen and 1)()lores Gallagher.
Official Navy .coinment · today
on the report was nonc:ommltW.
The N.avy admitted receivlna
the report but uid no Navy obaerver bad shtbted the object.

Anchorage, Alaska
Anchorage Daily News
6 November57 - -
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"Glaringly improbable assumptions. 11
In shan> contrast to what the Air Force called an "investigation," was the
effort of Dr. James M::Donald who looked into a Noverrber 4th Kirtland AFB case.
The work was done some years after 1957, but the witnesses in the case were
still available and were questioned extensively. Five telephone interviews
were conducted and visits were made to Kirtland field to check lines of
sight. ~tDonald even flew over the area in a private plane to check lines
of sight from the air.
Tne Air Force's solution to the Kirtland mystery was that: " ... a small,
powerful private aircraft, flying without flight plan, ... became confused and
attempted a landing at the wrong airport. 11 (86.) After examining the facts
of the case, M::Donald was appalled by the military's reliance on, as he expressed it, "glaringly improbable assumptions." (One would expect UFO ''nuts"
to be the ones to use such a tactic. Afterall, 'believers" don't have a leg
to stand on, at least they don't according to the Pentagon)
After the Kirtland CAA tower operators, R.M. Kaser and E.G. Brink, talked
to McDonald, the Tucson professor put together this account:
'1he object came down in a· rather steep dive at the east end of
Runway 26, left the flight line, crossed runways, taxiways, and
unpaved areas at about a 30-degree angle, and proceeded southwestward towards the CAA tower at an altitude they estimated at a few
tens of feet above ground. Quickly getting 7X binoculars on it,
they established that it had no wings, tail, or fuselage, was
elongated in the vertical direction, and exhibited a somewhat
egg-shaped form(Kaser). It appeared to be perhaps 15-20 feet in
vertical dimension, about the size of an automobile on end, and
had a single white light in its base. Both men were emphatic in
stressing to me that it in no way resembled an aircraft.
"It came towards them until it reached a B-58 service pad near
the northeast corner of Area D (Drumhead Area, a restricted area
lying south of the E-W runway at Kirtland) [Nuclear storage?].
That spot lay about 3,000 feet ENE of the tower, near an old
machinegun calibration bunker still present at Kirtland AFB.
There it proceeded to stop completely, hover just above the ground
in full view for a time that Kaser estiml).,ted at about 20 seconds,
that Brink suggested to me was more like a minute. Next they said
it started mov~g.again! still at very low altitud~, still .at modest speed; unhl 1t agam reached the eastern boundary of the
field. At that point, the object climbed at an extremely rapid
rate (which Kaser said was far faster than that of such modern
jets as the T-38).
''The Bluebook report expresses the witness's estimate of the ··
climb rate as 45,000 feet/minute which is almost certainly a tooliteral conversion from Mach 1. My phone-interview notes include
a quote of Brink's statement to me that ... 'there was no doubt in
mind that no aircraft I knew of then, or ever operating since
then, would compare with it." (87.)
M::Donald then asked about the radar tracking. He learned:
"As seen on the RAPCON CPN-18, the unknown target was still
moving in an easterly direction when the alert call came from
the tower. It then turned southward, and as Kaser recalled,

.~ .... ·..
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rooved sruth at very high speed, though nothing is said about
speed in the Kirtland TWX of November 6, 1957. It proceeded a
number of miles south towards the vicinity of the Albuquerque
Low Frequency Range Station, orbited there for a number of
minutes, came back north to near Kirtland, took up a trail
position about a half-mile behind an Air Force C-46 just then
leaving Kirtland, and moved offscope with the C-46." (88.)
5 November. Santa Fe, New Mexico. (12:15 a.m.)
Two Santa Fe residents, Joe Martinez and Albert Gallegos, got off work in
the middle of the night and were driving home together when they noticed something odd in the dark sky. Whatever it was, it gave off a great light. The
light displayed colors: red, green, and yellow. (89.)
5 November. Houston, Texas. (4:30 a.m.)
A newspaper story states:
'William Rush, said electrical interference from an unidentified
flying object killed his car engine on Long Point Road near Silber
Road about 4:30a.m. Rush, who is manager of Yale St. Transport,
said he first mistook the object for a red traffic signal. It was
egg- shaped and glowed brightly. His car radio was blanked out
with static. The object moved at high speed, Rush added." (90.)
5 November. New York City. (4:30a.m.)
According to our sourc.e:
'7here are few sections of Broadway from which one could watch a
saucer hovering over an open field a few hundred feet away. One
such section - perhaps the only one - is in the northern Bronx,
just south of the Yonkers line, where the averrue is built up only
on the west side, and the east side gives on the wide playing
fields of Van Cortlandt Park.
"At about 4:30 a.m., on the morning of November 5, a truck driver for a rubbish-disposal company, Frank C. (he has requested us
not to publish his name), was driving his garbage-collection
truck do'~<-n Broadway from Yonkers on his regular rounds. He had
stopped at the bus shelter about two blocks north of the 242nd
street subway terminus, and was talking to a bus driver there as
he emptied the trash cans, when his attention was suddenly arrested by something strange in the air over the park. ''Look at that!,'
he exclaimed to the bus driver. Then, as he puts it, he 'froze.'
He realized that he was looking at a flying saucer, no more than a
quarter-mile away. Dully metallic in the dim light of the Broadway street lamps (dawn was not yet brightening the sky), it was of
'classic' shape: a flat, disk-shaped base surmounted by a derbyhat-like dome, with portholes. The dome was rootionless, but the
base was spinning, emitting a purring noise 'like a Hollywood
muffler twu blocks away.• The object was not luminous, and bore
no lights. Its apparent size greatly exceeded that of the full
moon, and it was hovering over the field at a height that seemed
to be 'about that of a five-story building' --perhaps two of its
own diameters. Mr. C. saw it in profile view, and could not see
the under surface of the disk. He thinks he and the bus-driver

so
watched it for about half a minute. Suddenly, there burst forth
from it a most brilliant yellowish light, that lit up every corner
of the broad field, and the saucer took off 'just like a shooting
star,' leaving the witnesses dazzled and gasping.
"An hour or so later, Mr. C. was in a diner with his helper, telling him of ~hat he had seen. The other man was all for going back
to look for traces in the ground where the UFO had been seen, but
Mr. C. had no desire to go anywhere near it again. When we talked
to him a month after the sighting, he told us, 'I stay far away
from that park now.'
·~. C. has never heard of Adamski or Menger --unless he is deliberately concealing the fact, which we think is most unlikely.
He seldom reads books, and was not acquainted with Long John's radio program. He does not drink. Although we can't claim to know
him well, it is our understanding that no suspicion has ever been
cast on his truthfulness. At present, we see no reason to doubt
that this report is perfectly authentic --one of the most noteworthy UFO sightings in New York City that have ever come to our
attention. We thank Harold Oksenkrug for infonning us of it."
(91.)

5 November.

Galesburg, Illinois.

5 November.

~~ia~~:)New Mexico.

The San Andres

(4:30 a.m.)

(See clipping below)

Report weird Flymg
•
Objects·
In* · lliinois
·

A civilian radar technician by the
name of Don Clark left for work very
early in the morning. He was employed
~ PAXTON, ILL., RECORO
at the tracking station at Holloman
Clrc. 0. 1,160
AFB. As he walked to his car he
··.Six Small Objecta
~ov
6 1957
·
noticed a strange cigar-shaped object
Hover In Sky
15° above the horizon due west of
At Hebron, Ill.
Alamogordo above the San Andres
From many sections of Dllnois
Mountains. That would put it SO or so
came reports of seeing a weird
miles away if Clark guessed right. The flying
object in the sky.
"thing" did not move, so after about
At Galesburg, a farmer's wife,
Three minutes Clark went back into the Mrs. William Steagall, said that 11
orange" object hovered over
house to get a camera, but when he re- "fiery
the area In the pre-dawn hours
turned the object had vanished. (92.) Tuesday
and then dlaappeared In •
a noi'thwes terly direction. She :
5 November. Gulf of Mexico.
said she spotted the cigar or egg·
shaped object In the sky about
(5:13-5:21 a.m.)
-l:30 a.m. when she was awakened
by the barking of a neighbor's
The Sebag£ case.
den.
First contact. (5:10 a.m.)
The Coast Guard cutter Sebago, a 255 foot vessel with a complement of 135 men
and Captained b:· Comdr. C.H. Waring, was conducting a routine search and rescue
mission in the Gulf of Mexico.
At 5:10 a.m. ~ovember 5th the Sebago was returning to its home port of Mobile
and was ZOO miles south of the mourn-or the Mississippi River when its long

Drawing found in BLlJ!E BOOK files.

Captain Gregory?

s

O-F

tI
'
I

,.

G

c."'t..a '9....t'

If n',s•ypa,..:..

,P...,t

--...,. (),.,. ... c.·h·""'
0 ~ u1=o '-'•H.._...

/'rt.

s, •• ~~c.~· ~o~""

'-+--tl~ND C""te.c.~
T,'.,.4.: 0 5"11.

I

.

i
51

range radar picked up a sound and definite target 14 miles to the west. An Ensign by the name of Wayne Schotley was the navigator on duty at that hour and
was on the wing of the bridge obtaining a fix with his sextant. Visibility was
about 13 miles but Schotley noticed nothing unusual. (93.)
5 November. Gulf of Mexico.
Second contact. (5;13-5:14 a.m.)
A strange radar target, again sound and definite, appeared on the scope indicating an unidentified aerial object was only two miles from the cutter. The
pip was moving northward. After only a few sweeps of the radar beam the target
disappeared from the scope at 5:14 a.m. (94.)
5 November. Gulf of Mexico.
Third contact.
(5:20 a.m.)
For a third time a strong blip appeared on the ship's radar. This time 22
miles astern. This target faded quickly. (95.)
5 November. Gulf of Mexico.
Fourth contact. (5:20 a.m.)
A strong blip was picked up for a fourth time seven miles ahead of the ship.
This was the last radar contact. (96.)
5 November. Gulf of Mexico.
Visual confirmation? (5:21 a.m.)
The on again, off again, nature of the radar return suggested a "ghost blip"
yet the image on the scope was quite strong. Three members of the Sebago were
so curious they joined Ensign Schotley on the bridge so they could 'Sc'"ai1 The sky
for a solid body. Lt. Donald E. Shaffer, First Class Quartermaster Kenneth
Smith, and radioman Thomas Kirk examined the morning twilight. At 5:21 a.m.
all four men observed something that looked like a speeding ''planet Venus"
traveling north to south in a horizontal direction. Captain Waring would say
later: "In about two minutes it went 33 miles straight away from the ship."
(97.) None of the crew, to the Captain's knowledge, were aware of Levelland
or other such reports that were being made. The course of the UFO, which the
crew felt circled the Sebago, made those on board believe: " ... they were being
observed.
(98.) Thecoast Guard took the report seriously and passed the
information on to Washington. A search aircraft was even dispatched to the
area. The news media learned of the incident and requested radio interviews
before the ship reached port. The request was granted. UFO reports were a
hot topic ~~d the story got a real big play in the press even though, as Ensign Schotley said, the UFO was just: " ... a brilliant white object of no distinguishable shape." (99.)
5 November. Keesler AFB, Mississippi. (5:21? a.m.)
NICAP later learned of another possible witness:
"About this time, A/lC William J. ~ley, an Electronic technician
at Keesler AFB, ~lississippi (about 320 miles to the north on the
Gulf coast) spotted an elliptical UFO. In his signed report to
NICAP, A/lC Mey gives the time as approximately 5:20a.m. Looking south [Keesler is right on the Gulf coast], he saw. the UFO
approach on a northerly course at about the speed of a propeller
II

;I
.

airliner, then accelerate rapidly and disappear into some clouds."
(100.)
The radar target was last tracked by the Sebago 175 miles away moving north
in the direction of the Louisiana coast. (lor.) -Did airman Mey make visual
contact with whatever was on the radar screen?
The Coast Guard cutter case had to share the front page with the Stokes
story and the White Sands MP reports. :\11 this was adding up to some interesting speculation. The Associated Press news service observed: " "Sightings
of strange objects have been reported irom widely scattered sections of the
United States since Sunday, most of them near secret military installations in
the Southwest." (102.)
5 November. Alamogordo, New Mexico. (6:00 a.m.)
''My little regional kicker blossomed into world news."
Terry Clarke of radio station KALG ~o.as home in bed when his phone rang. He
had quit work only three hours before after filing a newswire story on the
Stokes case. It was now 6:00 a.m. Groggy with fatigue, Terry picked up the
rec.e iver. It was CBS news requesting photos to go with the Stokes dispatch.
Five minutes later the phone rang again. This time it was the United Press
wanting a follow up on the original story. Terry complained that he had
sent out all he had. The UP caller, Nickie Tapino, explained excitedly:
''Great story man! But we gotta have more." (103.) "What's the Air Force
doing?," he asked. (104.) Clarke replied: ''Hell, I don't think the general's
up yet, but I expect to hear from Stokes as soon as they talk to him." 105.)
The station called soon after that saying that newsmen from all over the
cOWltry were jaming the phone lines. Clarke now knew more sleep was out of
the question. He quickly dressed, downed a cup of coffee, and then rushed to
the studio. Working with his engineer, Jay Bundy, and the station's morning
man, Don Hormell, they set up "beeper" interview recordings for inquiring reporters lilce Bill Crago of the Hollywood Mirror-News. (106.)
5 November. KALG radio station. (9:00a.m.)
By 9 o'clock Clarke and his crew were 20 calls behind. A Canadian station
called, as did Life magazine and Time magazine. t.lttual Network newsroom in
New York waitea-IOr its turn, as ara-NBC news, just to name the more well
known agencies of the Fourth Estate. (107.)
Coral Lorenzen was busy during these early Tuesday hours. She called
around and learned that Holloman AFB's switchboard was swamped by news agencies
making inquiries and demanding an interview with Stokes. Coral was to stay
with the case right on through the day and into the evening. (108.)
5 November. Congressman Walter Rogers.
Rep. Walter Rogers, representing the Texas Panhandle in Congress, was not
that skeptical about the news reports about UFOs because of an experience of an
old friend:
"Rogers said Tully B. Lucas Jr. of McKinney, a personal friend
since college days, and Lucas' sister, saw a strange lighted object
on a highway in the Texas Panhandle in 'about 1952' while driving
from Tucumcari, New ~lexico. to Mckinney. Lucas told Rogers about it
at the time.
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"Lucas, who was driving the car, was so shocked that he turned the
automobile off the highway into a ditch, Rogers said. Lucas said
the car could not be started again, Roger recalled.
'"I don't know what all of this is,' Rogers said. 'But I am not
going to say it's not something from some other planet." (109.)
Spectacular UFO sightings bannered across the top of the front pages of the
nation's newspapers were over-powering timid official comments. An increasing
I'U..llllber of journalists were taking the UFO reports seriously.
The New York Daily News informed its readers: '7he Air Force was sufficiently aroused to oraer-its veteran saucer sleuths at Dayton, Ohio [BLUE BOOK], to
make a 'slow, methodical investigation.' It said it was 'withholding judgement until all the facts are in."' (110.) This "go slow" approach must not
have been very impressive to John Q. Public. When the Stokes case hit the
front pages, the Air Force was just beginning to investigate Levelland.
5 ~ovember. Air Force "Fact Sheet."
When the Air Force released its "Fact Sheet" on November 5th, which claimed
the military's evaluations were made by "open-minded scientists and engineers,"
the CSI people were also ready to judge with severity. Examining the so-called
"Fact Sheet," the CSI members said it was the: " ... same old rigmarole about
geese, kites, etc., reported as saucers; about the small number of reports that
turn out to be Unknowns --'only 1.9 percent out of 250 reports in the first
half of 1957. "' (111.)
The CSI UFO buffs were not dumb. They called the Air Force statistics real
"shifty." For example, they noticed: " ... how much more scrupulously exact that
'1. 9 percent' looks than '2 percent.' But 2 percent of I5lJreports would be 5
reports, while '1. 9 percent' of 250 figures out to 4 & 3/4 reports." (112.)
5 November. Wichita Falls, Texas. (about 10:00 a.m.) (See clipping below)
5 November. The Stokes case. (late morning)
An official statement announced:
"A public information officer at the Air Force
Missile Development Center said James Stokes,
the electronic engineer who reported seeing an
unidentified flying object, would be questioned
at length late this morning.
"Lt. Col. John McCurdy said he would question
Stokes to try to determine 'the man's integrity' and veracity of his story.
"Stokes, who said he had a severe sunburn
possibly received from proximity to the object,
will be 'looked at' before it is decided whether medical examination is needed, McCurdy declared." (113.)
5 ~ovember. The Stokes interrogations. (about
mid-day)
Stokes ,,-as SUITUIIoned to Holloman AFB about mid-day
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AIR FORCE'S 10 YEAR
STUDY OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
In response to queries as to results of previous investigation
of Unidentified Flying Object reports, the A!r Force said today
that after 10 years or i-nvestigation ar.d evaluation of UFO' s, no
evidence has been discovered to confirm the existence of so-called
"Flying Saucers."
Reporting, investigation, analysis and evaluation procedures
have improved considerably since the first sighting of a "flying
saucer" was made on 27 June 1947. The study and analysis of reported sightings of UFO•s is conducted by a selected scientific
group under the supervision of the Air Force.
Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Professor of Astrophysics and Astrono"'y at
Ohio State University, is the Chief Scientific Consultant to the Air
Force on the subject of Unident~fied Flying Objects.
The selected, qualified scientists, engineers, and other personnel involved in these analyses are comp,letely objective and open
r.inded on the subject or "flying saucers. ' They apply scientific
n•ethods or examination to all cases in reaching their conclusions.
The attempted identification of the phenomenon observed is generally
derived from human impressions and interpretations and not from
scientific devices or measurements. The data in the sightings reported are almost invariably subJective in nature. However, no report is considered unsuitable for study and categorization and no
lack of valid evidence or physical matter in the "case studies is.
assu1:1ed to be "prima facie" evidence that so-called "flying saucers"
or interplanetary vehicles do not exist.
General categories of identification are balloons, aircraft,
astronomical, other, insufficient data and unknowns.
Approximately 4,000 balloons are released in the U. S. every da~
There are two general types or balloons: weather balloons and upperair research balloons. Balloons will vary froru small types 4 feet in
diameter to large types 200 feet in diameter. The majority released
at night carry running lights which often contribute to weird or unusual appearances when observed at night. This·also holds true when
observed near dawn or sunset because of the effect or the slant rays
of the sun upon the balloon surfaces. The large balloons, if caught
in Jet streams, may assume a near horizontal position when partially
inflated, and n.ove with speeds of over 200 MPH, Large types may be
JIYJRE
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observed flattened on top. The effect of the latter two conditione
can be startling even to experienced pilots.
Many n•odern aircraft, particularly swept and delta wing typee,
under adverse weather and sighting conditions are reported as unus •Jal objects and "flying saucers." When observed at high altitudes,
reflecting sunlight orr their surfaces, or when only their jet exhausts are visible at night, aircraft can have appearances ranging
from disc to rocket in shape. Single jet bombers having multi-jet
pods under their swept-back wings have been reported as UFOs or
"saucers" in "V" formation. Vapor trails will often appear to glow
with fiery red or orange streaks when reflecting sunlight. Afterburners are frequently reported as UFOs.
The astronomical category includes bright stars, planets,
meteors, comets, and other celestial bodies. When observed through
haze, light fog, or moving clouds, the planets Venus, Mars, and
Jupiter have often been reported as unconventional, moving objects.
Attempts to observe astronomical bodies through hand-held binoculars
under adverse sky conditions has been a source or many UFO reports.

'llle

"other" category includes reflections, searchlights, birds,
kites, blimps,clouds, sun-dogs, spurious radar indications, hoaxes,
firework displays, flares, fireballs, ice crystals, bolides, etc.,
as example~: Large Canadian geese flying low over a city at night,
with street lights reflecting orr their bodies; searchlights playing
on scattered clouds, appearing as moving disc-like shapes.
The insufficient data category include all sightings where essential cr pertinent i ten.s or inforniBtion are ••is sing, making it impossible to form a valid conclusion. These include description of
th~ size, shape or color or the object; direction and alt1t ,•de;
exact time and lccation; wind weather conditions, etc. Thi3 category
is net used as a convenient way to get rid of what might be ref~rred
to as •:unknowns". However, if the data received is insufficient or
unrelated, the analysts n.ust then place that particular repcrt in
this category. The Air Force needs complete inforniBtion to reach a
valid conclusion. ~ir Force officials stressed the fact that an observer should send a ccmplete report of a bona flde sighting to the
nearest Air Force activity. There ..the report will be promptly forwarded to the proper cffice for analysis and evaluation.
A sighting is considered an "unkncwn" when a repcrt contains all
pertinent data necessary to normally su~gest at least one valid hypethesis on the cause cr explanaticn or the sighting but when the
description cf the object and ita maneuvers cannot be correlated with
any kncwn object or phencnenc,n. In its Project Blue Book Special
Report #14, released in October, 1955, the A1r Foree showed that
evaluated sight1ngs in the "unknown" category had been reduced to
3 percent at that time.
Previously "unknown" eightings had been ~ in 1953 alid 1954 and
in the previous years "flying saucer" sightings had run as high as
2~ "unkncwns."
Project Blue Beck Special Report #14, covered "flying saucer" invest1gatic:ns frcm .June 1947 to May 1955. Latest Air
Force statisti'ls show the number of unkn')wns has since been reduced
to less than ~.
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The following tahle presents the results or the evaluation or
all reports received by the Air Force from the time that ProJect Blue
Book, Special Report ~14, was completed through June 1957. The
cable gives the percentage or all the repcrta received by the Air
Force during each time period.
1955
June thru
December
Balloons
Aircraft
Aatronoruical
Other{Hoax,searchllght,birds,etc)
Insufficient Inrorn~tion
Unknown

1956

29.3~

26.~
24.~

2.1~

6.
14.1:'
2.2:'

27.4:'

20.1:'
12.~~
8. f.

26.~

1957
January thru
June
26.4~

28.8:'

24.4~
6.4~
12.1~
1.~

TOTAL NUM3ER OP SIGHTINGS
250
778
273
Air Force conclusions for the ten years or UFO aightings 1nvt•1v1ng approximately 5,700 reports ~<'!re: first, there is no evidence
that the "unknowns" we1·e inimical or hostile; seccnd, there is no
evidence that these "unkncwns" were interplar.etary space ships;third,
there is no evidence that these unknowns ' rep~eeented technological
developments or principles outside the range or our present day
scientific knowledge; fourth, there is no evidence that these "unknowns" were a threat to the security or the country; and finally
there was no physical or material evidence, not even a minute fragment, cf a ao-·called "flying saucer" was ever round.
The Air Force emphasized the belief that if more imL~diate detailed oblective obser•rat1onal data could ha\'e been ·obtained on the
"unknowns these tee would have been satisfactcri!y explained.
A critical examination or the repcrts revealed that a high percentage of the~ were submitted by aeri~u s people, mystified by what
they had seen and motivated by patriotic responsibility.
Reports of UFOs have aroused much interest on this subject
throughout the country and a nurnber or civilian clubs, committees and
have been formed tc study or investigate air phenomena.
These private organizations are not governmental agenc ies and du nut
reflect official opinion with respect t c their theories or beliefs
baaed upon observed phenomena or illusions.
No books, motion pictures, pamphlets, or other infor mational rrater1al on the· subject or un1dentltied flying objects have been
cleared, spon'isored, or otherwise coordinated by the U. S. Air Force,
with the exception of the official press releases issued by Headquarters, USAF, 1n Washington.
The Air Force, assigned the responsib ility ror the Air Defense
of the United ·states, will ccntinue to investigate, throu6h the Air
Defense Command, all reports or unusual aerial cbjects over the U.S.,
Including objects that may become labeled Unidentified Flying Objects. The services or qualified scientists and technicians will
continue tc be utilized to investigate and analyze these reports,
and periodic public statements will be made as warranted.
organizati~ns

END
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SUM;IaARY
(Analysis Cf Reports Of Unidentified Aerial Objects)
Reports or unidentified aerial objects (popularly termed "flyin;; saucers" or "flying discs") have been received by the U.S. Air
Force since mid-1947 from many and diverse sources. Although there
was no evidence that the unexplained reports or unidentified objects
constituted a threat to the security or the United States, the Air
Force determined that all reports or unidentified aerial objects
should be investigated and evaluated to determine if "flying saucers"
represented technological developments not known to this country.
In order to discover any pertinent trend or pattern inherent in
the data, and to evaluate or explain any trend or pattern round,
appropriate methods of reducing these data from reports or unidentified aeriel objects to a form amenable to scientific appraisal were
employed, In general, the original data upon which this study >:as
bases consisted or impressions and interpretations of apparently
unexplainable ev~nts, and seldom co~tained reliable r.easuremcnts or
physical attributes. This subjecti'.·ity of the data presented a
major li:nitation to the dra,.ing or significant conclusions, but did
not invalidate the application or scientific methods or study.
The reports received by the U.S. Air Force on unidentified
aerial objects were reduced to IBM punched-card abstracts or data by
means or logically developed forms and standardized evaluation procedures. Evaluation or sighting reports, a crucial step in the preparation or the data for statistical treatment, conoisted or an
appraisal of the reports and the subsequent categorization of the
object or objects described in each report. A detailed description
or this pr~se or the study stresses the careful attempt to maintain
complete objectivity and consistency,
Analysi~ or the refined and evaluated data derived from the
original reports or sightings consisted or (1) a systematic attempt
to ferret out any distinguishin~ characteristics inherent in the
data or any or their se~ents, (2) a concentrated study of any trend
or pattern found, and (3) an attempt to determine the probability
that any of the UNKNOWNS represent observations of technological
developments not known to this country.

The first step in the analysis or the data revealed the exis~
tence or certain apparent similarities between cases of objects
definitely identified and those not identified. Statistical methods
or testing when applied indicated a low probability that these
apparent similarities were significant •. An attempt to determine the
probability that any or the UNKNOWNS represented observations or
technological developments not known to this country necessitated a
thorough re-examination and re-evaluation of the cases or objects
not originally identified; this lP.d to the conclusion that this
probability was very small.
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The special study which resulted in this report (Analysis or
Reports of Unidentified Aerial ObJects, 5 May 1955) at3rted in 1953.
To provide the study grou~ with a complete set or files, the information cut-orr date was established as or the end or 1952. It will
accordingly be noted that the statistics contained in all charts and
tables in this report are terminated with the year 1952. In these
charts, 3201 csses have been used.
As the study progressed, a constant program was ~aintained for
the purpose or making com:>arisons between the current cas~s received
after 1 January 1953, and those t.eing used ror the report. This was
done in order that any change or significant trend which might arise
rrom current developments could be incorporated in the summary or
this report.
The 1953 and 1954 cases sholi a general and expected trend or
increasing percentages in the finally identified categories. They
also show decreasing percentages in categories where there was insufficient information and those where the phenomena could not be
explained. This trend had been anticipated in the light or improved
reporting and investigating procedures,
Official reports on hand at the end or 1954 totaled 4834. Of
these, 425 were produced in 1953 and 429 in 1954. These 1953 and
1954 individual reports (a total or 854), were evaluated on the same
basis as were those received before the end or 1952. The results
are as follows:
Balloona •••••••••••••••••••••
Aircraft ••••••.••••.•••••••.•
Astronomical •••••••.•••• , ••••
Other •..•.•••.•••••••••••.•••
Insufficient Information ••••.
Unknol'ln ••••••••••••••••••••••

16
20
25
13
17
9

per
per
pe::per
per
J:er

cent
cent
cent
cent
cent
cent

As the study or the current cases progressed, it became increasingly obvious that if reporting and investigating procedures
could be further improved, the percentages or those cases which contained insufficient information and those 1·emaining unexplained
would be greatly reduced. The key to a higher percentage or solutions appeared to be in rapid "on the spot" investigations by
trained personnel. On the basis or this, a revised program was
established by Air ForcP. Regulation 200-2, su·oject: "Unidentified
Flying ObJects Reporting" (Short Title: UFOB), dated 12 August 1954.
This new program, which had ~egun to show marked results before
January 1955. provided primarily that the 4602d Air Intelligence
Service Squadron (Air Defense Command) would carry out all field
investigations. This squadron has sufficient units and 1s so deployed as to be able to arrive "on the spot'' within a very short time
after a report is received. After treatment by the 4602d Air Intelligence Service Squadron, all information is supplied to the Air
Technical Intelligence Center for final evaluation. This cooperative program has resulted, since 1 January 1955, ln reducing the insufficient information cases to seven percent and the unknown cases
to three percent of the totals.
-2-
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The period 1 January 1955 to 5 May 1955 accounted for 131
unidentified aerial object repox·ts received. Evaluation percentages
of these are as follows:

Balloons ••.•.•.••.••.••..•••••••
Aircraft ••.•••.•.•••..••••.•.•.•
Astronomical •..•.•••••••••• , ••••
Other •.••..•••.•••••.••••• , , ••••
Insufficient Information •••.••••
Unknown . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . • . . • • •

26 per
21 per
23 per
20 per
7 per
3 per

cent
cent
cent
cent
cent
cent

All available data tlere included in this study which tJas pre-

pared by a panel of scientists both in and o~t of the Air Force.
On the basis of this study it is believed that all the unidentified
aerial objects could have been explained if more complete observational dc:.ta had been available. Insofar as the reported ner!al
objects which still remain unex.plaineG. ai"'e concerned, there exists

little information other than the impressions and interpretations

of their observers.

As these

1mpress1o~s

and interpretations have

been replaced by the use of improved methods of investigation and
reporting, and by scientific analysis, the nu~ber of unexplained
cases h<>,s decreased rapidly to1·1ards the vanishing point.
Therefore, on the basis of this evaluation of the information,
1t is considered to be highly inprobable that reports of unident1-

fied aerial objects examined in this study represent observations of
technolo[;ical developments outside of the ran3e of present-day
scientific knowled~e. It is enphasized that there has been a complete lack of any valid evidence of physical matter in any case of
a reported unidentified aerial object.
END
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to hold a press conference. He was questioned in the presence of both the
military and news· media representatives. (See news clipping). It was the
first interrogation.
Immediately afterward Stokes was ushered into another room to be questioned privately by Air Force authorities. (114.) We have this note on
it: 'Une reporter told Coral Lorenzen Stokes was 'obviously agitated' as
he left to be closeted with just the military." (115.)
The second interrogation, a closed door affair, worried Terry Clarke. He
met with others at the radio station, the owner Wayne Phelps and station
manager Bob Hoffman, to express his concerns about what Stokes might say
after meeting with the military. (116.)
General L. I . Davis phones.
While the wire services, news magazines, major and minor dailies, and half
the radio stations in America (it seemed), waited for some word from behind
the closed doors, only Terry Clarke of KALG got any clue to what was happening. The Comnander of the Missile Center, General L. I. Davis, phoned Clarke
and asked that KALG's recording of Stokes' story that was broadcast over the
air the night before be played for him personally over the phone. Clarke
agreed. Clarke assumed that the Air Force men doing the interrogation wanted to compare what Stokes said earlier with what he was telling them now.
Clarke never related the details of what General Davis said other than that
part about the request, but the KALG reporter received the impression the
Missile Center CO believed Stokes, however Clarke also felt the General would
not admit to any personal opinion publicly. (117.)
When the meeting with Stokes was over there was only a few comments from
the Missile Center's PIO, Lt. Col. John McCurdy. Unlike the usual BLUE BOOK
treatment, there was no attempt to ignore or brush aside the incident, but
then the Missile Center people had no connection with Wright Field. Here is
McCurdy's statement as contained in a UP dispatch:
"A ranking Air Force spokesman said he is 'personally satisfied'
that an electronic engineer actually saw an unidentified flying
object which mysteriously made automobile engines stall.
"Lt. Col. John McCurdy, public information officer at the Air
Force ~lissile Development Center said he became convinced the engineer, James Stokes, 42, had sighted such an object after lengthy questioning Tuesday. Stokes said he made notes of what he
saw when his car stalled on U.S. Highway 54 at White Sands the
previous day. He described the object as egg-shaped 'like a
pull-out pistol target with rings around it.'
"Stokes said it was about two miles away at an altitude of 3,000
to 5,000 feet. He said 10 other motorists were stalled along the
route when the object appeared briefly." (118.)
Terry Clarke quoted McCurdy saying the same thing but in a more convincing manner. ~tCurdy said he had to believe Stokes: 'We have no choice ...
He's a recognized engineer and a retired Chief Petty Officer with 24 years
experience in the Navy. He should know what he sees." (119.)
With official comment like that, interest in the UFO mystery could really
take off. To make matters worst, ~kCurdy went on to call attention to-yeranother UFO report in the news without suggesting any prosaic explanation
for it. He need not have said anything. A United Press story said : "Late
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---------------:--....;--------------·----------.---- ·-····- ·
· 'fr~nkly, I Was Scared,' Sc.ay~
·-: ~tokes Of _
Exp·erience With UFO.
... -...

By BILLIE HOLDER
came in once more on the £ame paUt,' basc!l on· the heights of the cloud {or· ·
Doily News Publisheor
and headed out north once more. Wc ma-Lions that wc1·e Iloalin.: overhead,
;;it -~ happened so last .that I don't \Valcbcd it until it disappeared, and and Utat the object Ilcw into now and
lulow . wbeUtcr I can· give you Ute . that iS ·an there is to it.
lheu. It must have been about, 300
aitswcr.; you want or . not," · was Jhc · ·."The· object was r~thcr e::g-sbaped; -to :500 feet lonJl and was of maLerial
way . that James Stokes, Alamogorpo, the colOr .o(an Cfl: or perhaps •moth· -would have been somelhin11 like
opened au interview this m11rulnl: er. oC pcal'l' co1or, u ·was delinitcly a 100·200 teet In thickness. There were
nlativc .. to the unidcntilied Ityins . solid, material lhiug, but there was no no windows, · or observation pl4Uorma
object he saw yesterda) afternoon noise, no smoke nor vapor trail."
v-isi.blc on the object," he continued.
ncu; .Orognndc. "The whole ex.pel'i·
. Extrtmely High Speecj ·
Stokes was rcpo1·tcd to have .:been
Stokes, a veteran o! 24 ycal'S wilh "sunburned" by the object. He . said
encc Is weird, and very !rankly 1 was
acared to death, but I'll tell you what the U. S. Navy and now retired from tb•t ltc Celt the rlsin:: oi. tcmp~raturo
, 1 can," he said.
Naval' service, is employed on a class- and th~t hi• taco waa "KUIIhtly burn·
Stokes repor~ed U1at while drivin·:: i!icd experimental .project at Hollo· · cd." However the burn• were not
oa llil:bway 54 about 10 miles l;ourh man. He said that 'he ·had lived in serious anll were not painful 'oday.
of. Orogrande yesterday aflcrnoon, at Alamogordo and had .been employed Outsid~ of t·he heat ll·om Ute object,
-1:10, ·he noticed that ·his car radio be· at AFMDC lor . Ute past 18 mon.lhs, Stokes said there was no pain from
~an to iadc out, and then the engine and that this is Ute first timo he had the burns.
ever 'bad sucb an experience.
Ho also pointed out a::ain that
of his car slowed, and finally quit.
. "The:• 11 Wu"
"Judging !rom the distance the ob· there was no noise from the object.
"I thought it very strange, but dill · icct covered and the extremely Short "When it changed directions it didn't
: I)OtiCO that 'ather cars had pulled O!f, • tlme it took to cover it, I'd judge that
turn, nor bank. It just went the other
..•o 1 did, too, a11d the motor of my car ··.it must have been t1-avelin~ at a -rate way," he . said. " We were able · to
.'q uit entirely. 1 .got out of the car and ;.of Mach · 1 or · Mach 2;" :he said . ·view it only about two .o r ·three min·
noticed .;mother fcllaw· pointing, ta· "J\:iain, 1 must .point out that .these utes at Uui must," Stokes continued~
w~rd ~he &ky, so ( had a good laok urc purely · guesses, and that I was
Stokes made notes on wha.t ho ·bad ·
't11Yscl!. '11terc it was. Coming in !rom · · scared, that time was so short, .' but seen, and even ·made a dia.g,am of Its
·til~ norlheast was the object. It · th~rc wc1·e people .fl·om six .other cars lo.cation in relation t.o U1e mountain•
. ~ed 1111 toward Oro!lrilJldc ·and . watching the. same thing. The object' to ·the· cast. and Highway :14. Uo aald ·
' tte.acjcd oilt north.
It disappeared ·appeared· to be abaut 1,500
3,000 · he talked 'with a Ml'. Duncan· ol Laa

.
I

quickly. 'we watched

s~yward,

to

and it · feet in altitude. I made this Jlu_css :·
.·t .

r ~•:

~I~:~~~/~~~t~:.~~"\~:·:0:..:· ~

tal-ked with an Allan Baker ·(rom :
· Wnite Sands P.1·ovinir. <;round,
whose auto . h~d ~ also ,llccq· ~ttU: .•
cd by the appcaranco 11£ : tho ob- ·
jcct.
.·
:· · . . ., .
"I couldn't -~:ive any ·opinion
' as to what it was. I jull . don't
lulow. Fint UlOUllht lhat e4mo ·
to my mind was that lt.w~4 St.
Elmo's lire, but I had aoen' that
before and nevc1· In 10 largo a
form as this. 1 am convinced that
it was a matorlal objact, that
its c'olar wu Cliii·Whllo, that
no other colon woro vl11blo, and
that it was a very faat·flylnl
object," ho aald.
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Tuesday [the 5th], McCurdy disclosed radar technician Don Clark, 32, reported
he saw a 'stationary cigar-shaped object giving off an orange glow' in the
San Andres :-totmtains at 4:34 a.m." (120.)
Clearly, Col. McCurdy was not in step with BLUE BOOK's policy of playing
down UFO reports! Its possible he was reflecting the feelings of his boss,
General Davis. It was another example of events moving too fast for the boys
at Wright Field.
Donald Keyhoe of NICAP could hardly believe how bad the official handling
of UFO reports had became by November 5th. Even at a high level there was
confusion. Keyhoe noted that ATIC Wright Field (BLUE BOOK) was telling the
news media: 'We investigate all reports. We never know when one may turn up
something new." (121.) At the same time, Keyhoe noted, the Pentagon in
Washington was telling the press: "We don't investigate all reports." (122.)
5 November. Levelland, Texas. (11:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.)
The Pentagon's "serious" investigation of the Levelland case.
The official investigator of the Levelland manifestations showed up in
town on the 5th. He was civilian-attired and told Sheriff Weir he was the
"official Air Force investigator" but otherwise refused to reveal his real
identity. He did say he was from Air Defense Headquarters in Colorado via
Reese AFB, but that's all. A tmiformed Army man accompanied the official investigator, apparently serving as some sort of aide.
Forttm.ately for UFO historians a Levelland dirt cuutractor, R.B. (Bobby)
Taylor, followed the "investigative team" for some time out of curiosity. The
investigators didn't object. Said Taylor:
"'All he did was take statements.
'"He had a form four pages long to fill out. It was one of those
regular Air Force forms with everything you could possibly think
of to ask and then about 26 questions more.
"'He asked for a map of cotmty roads in the Levelland area so I
went over next door and got a map from another contractor, Plains
Oil Service Co.,' Taylor continued .
"'All he did was mark the four places on the map where it was
supposed to have landed ...
"'He didn't even brother to go out and look at the places the
space ship or whatever it was landed.
"'About theonlything he really appeared interested in that I
could tell was the motors and lights being stopped --but whether he looked at any of the cars I don't know,' Taylor said.
"'He was dressed in civilian clothes, but I noticed he was wearing those black Air Force shoes. He had an Army guy with him and
the Army guy was showing him a lot of respect.
'"This civilian investigator was a yotmg fellow about 28 years
old,' Taylor."' (123.)
The .~arillo Daily News added:
"According to the Levelland Daily Stm the investigator dodged
all attempts of newsmen there~interview him.
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when ne~smen there were able to corner him the mystery man said
he was authorized to say only that 'he is investigating' reports
of a UFO in Levelland." (124.)
5 November. Levelland, Texas. (12:15 p.m.)
The anonymous official investigator from Colorado leaves Sheriff Clem's
office after a half hour visit. He tells no one his destination. (125.)
5 November. Coast Guard press conference. (mid-afternoon)
So many people were trying to get through to Stokes, Keyhoe failed to reach
him, but the New Mexico excitement was pushed to the background for a time by
a new development. Very few people knew about the Sebago case as yet, and
since it involved a Coast Guard vessel, it should have been easy for the
military to keep it out of the papers. The last thing the Air Force needed
was more big UFO headlines. A friend of Keyhoe's at the Washington Daily
News, the Science Editor Sam Gordon, phoned NICAP to spreaa-tKe word about a
Coast Guard press conference being held at New Orleans to inform the news
media about the radar contacts and visual reports of a UFO made by the crew
of the cutter Sebago. (126.) Who authorized the meeting with the press?
We don't know our-it could have just been a local decision, otherwise it
seemed to be a clear violation of the rule laid down durillg the "Special
Briefing of General Lewis on October 4, 1956," which stated: " ... public relations [was] rigidly assigned to the public relations experts at the Pen•tagon." (127.)
The Sebag~ story causes a sensation. (See clippings)
5 November. KALG newsroom, Alamogordo, New Mexico. (mid-afternoon)
"A note of anxiety."
As news of the Sebago swept the nation, Terry Clarke, still answering the
phones at the radio station, aoticed something: " •.. the tone of calls coming
in from listeners and newsmen from across the country began to change. A note
of anxiety crept into their voices. And I talked to more 'believers' that
afternoon." (128.)
Underscoring the concern about the UFO wave was an official bulletin about
a military radar alert. (See front page of the Fort Worth Press)
Morning editions of the newspapers in the Southwest featured the White
Sands story, while afternoon editions bannered the Stokes and Sebag~ sensations. (See newspaper headlines)
5 November. Levelland, Texas. (2:30p.m.)
The anonymous official investigator from Air Defense Headquarters reappears
at Sheriff Clem's office. (129.)
5 November. Alamogordo, New Mexico. (afternoon)
"Bordered on hysteria."
When a huge balloon bobbed around over Alamogordo in the afternoon, the
public reaction was so severe radio KALG had to broadcast bulletins to calm
the city, informing its listeners the "UFO" had been definitely identified as
a '~loby Dick," a huge, gas-filled plastic . research balloon and not a craft
from space. The flood of calls from local residents alarmed Clarke. He said:
"Voices bordered on hysteria." (130.)
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NEW ORLEANS, Nov. : 5 .alEI-'-Tha .>',. •J11 110rtb Loulaialla, four penoaa tol4
u. s. CQut Guant Cutter.Se.~o. ·reported \ ~ta.te pollee tiler •lchted ·a brirht object
It apotted a briWut tlylnr o~ject.ID Jhe
about hall the aiU of aa automobUe riliDr
aky tlli.l morulnc about 200 · mUes aoutll ·
· ·
·
·
of tho mouth of tho l4iuiaalppi Rinr•.. , -~-from .tha '11'0"!!" .iut llirht near Konroe.
_ ...... . ............... fthiH-t. • ..u tint •. •. · no~--~~~ laid til• hoYortar

,L
I ,:. ·

t
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. ·: 1 · ltiEW ORLEANS, Lo. -..AH
._; -·I'!· nd., st.tiens. in th• _,._,.
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.· !;' United States h••• been pl•c..t .:
• 1

J; .,

· :t·~

a

2~r

•l•rt· to watch fw · ·

unHfentiflecf flyi1'19 oltj•cta.

;·,q · . .. · . · - -
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ORLEANS, La." l.fl - Tho ., ~
-;; : Coast Guard- cuUe~ Seb.•~• re~ 4 "- -~ :
· ' ed oighlinf u . UD&den.UI•ed fiy&RI ")

<:

· object over tho Golf of Mexico at ~ '5:21·· acm. CST today. The objeet, ' (:.
seeD for · about three secoads, r. } \ ..
sembled a brilliant planet moviDC
'" · '
at tremelldOill speed, tile report
.v
said. Tho message said the object
~
bad 'beea tracked oo the Seba1o'o "
radar oeroea · for !I miautaa be"
foro tho . visual cootac:t and fol' 18
::...
aiinuteo . afterward . . Durlnt these
~
periods. the object darted· oa tho
.r

ICrtOR~r7 '".!"-·~~but ~00&~'-'- .~.;
""'!9 ·'. ··:,-•.~:- . : : · '·:.- . " .
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- -. --- ...

l.cJolred L·if\e

Pldnet Venus,
SaYs Ensi9h
An cn~l~u nboard the lJSS ~h:•1:o rfcl'<'rlhcd

hy ln<trine rn.cllo today 1111 ohjcl'l ~polled from the
cnfl<'r c·arly thl11 morning Rs 11 "brllli;onl while
Qitj•TI. with no dlstingulslwhk ,;h:tpc. The <:nnRl
c:u:mii.·Utlrr WOIS lit ·llit- Gulf o( ~kxko, 200 miles
i:>c)n\\' the liiOU!IJ Of !hr. 1\tfssi>-":·dJ>J<l J'il't'l',
Vnllllwlng nrc lhe tfllc·slitinA ,;u::kL'<l J!:nslgn
Wnync Hchutlcy, deck offi··t•r, hy Cnllldt·.•lmncs
N. :;•·hrmlc•· or the Cna~l Guard ~c:~rrl1 and rescue
hr:;td'fll·1rlcrs here during the m.1rlnc l'lltllo Inter·
vltw·
·
•I· •. Give 111 detAiled a de~~rlpllon Oi ·the nhjccl •• 1101llhk.

.

di~Hu~:ul<ltahl~ ·
~h•l'~', tlshtr.t· al ion· eltvnt'lon o( 31 dr~rt'~•. II horP. 270
·drJ:rt~!C fl'l.lr h"Om the Sebn~;n. ThP. !lb]'<:l
aeen In .
mn,·e h,.lumtnlly from aoulh to north wh-.n I! enl~rcd •
rl.,.ul h•nk hr,lln~; In a northrn•h·r'y dlrrctlnit. It wM
•lt111r•l tho'<'e to lh·o •e~notrlJ.
A n•d~nlor nn the wtn1: til II•• br!~r.~ "'"" tnkinR mnrnlnt ~••r al~hllnJ:• nnd lr~iou·•l hi• •~•Inn! on tit~ ohjert.
II• dlol M! ~;rt the altllltde nl the nh}~<:t, "'''· tr•lncd hiA
1cxtnnt nn th~ 1tnr which IIJlt>~nred to he AI. lh<! JRme
!ttl~hl. ~·our fl<'OJ>It anw It VIA113lly.
Q. Who Nt~hlcd the thi'IICl7
A. 'l11c f'l'r•nn• Jl~hling tho tno£rt wrr~ lll)'A".II, Lt.
lf.r:. o r>om•ltl lldtnd~r. llr.t riA .. qu•ttumo.l-.r Krnnrth
~nt i lh, 11nrl 111C""n1fu, Kirk, fleJt :t tlln r:ulh,nnn.

.\. 1\ wu a hriiUant ..whlle nbjcr.t til no

w••

t.t.

l\1 .HlU h:\V·'~ tht h l•l lt"·ff'
. \1':1~' '''1!~~~1;'1 Of tl~~

n,. n:

/4. Lt. S~haclrr II front Grrcnsbotr~;. 1'11.
Smith 1~
ll"lm Jncbon\'lllc, Fla. Kirk I• lrom · Dronklyn. N. v:; """
I nm lrmn nrdiRnd, Cnlll.
c1. llr.v J:ood wu the rnd:or coniRcl'
t\ . AI 5:111 •· lit. the t•rr ~t w~• 110tlccrl on the brld~:e
r••br ar.nflt 111 A range ol 12.1)'10 ynnts. The ihiP'I combat
Jnlr>nnnllm rrntrr ronllrml!ll the Fl~hlin~r. At !hal fl(llnl 11
,..,., Ff'Ot1~1 lalllnl( ..tern rnpi•lly. It wnA " ~nod J1lp,
tA rn1lnrmnn n~tnrd Mrorr """''~rM i>ut of !hi• flllr•'~~<•n.l It wn• a very lltnn•: rnntnrt, rnn~hlercd -~lll)d. It

1\'H t>h>ciVOII AI 246 dcgr<'•• IIIlO, J2,0!o0 ynr<l•.
Cnrntlr, C. II. Waring, ~nrtnln of th~ ahlr. "'"' !hen
q••r~linnt:-d.

i

Q.

II'as there any &JIC'culallnn "' to wh•! th~ ,,, '• :•

A.

Nr~~ll,..e.

v.·••

q, W•• the

rmer~l 11lnrm ~Oilltd~ or
any wnrnth" ahlp's r.nmrnny!
A. The r<Jnlnct "'·'~ ~n hrtef th~t It
nnt i-or.~idrrNI .
~~•· i•nhlr. In t•k" Any lltiiNt.
q . What orfect, Jl nny. wna noll~cd on electricAl or
. rk'r.t•·ml~ I!<JIII(lm~nt nhnnnl tho VP~&dT

lnJ:

~;, ·en

w••

.'1. No ttnllrellble cll.,cl.
q. \\'err thrrr ftiiY vr~>rl~. rtnotrl nr aubmnrtnr• no' 1\rrct r'urlns: thi~ rrrioc1. nf ' '"".•
.\ . 11\ry nl,.".rvrd 11 tnn'<rr hfonrlnl: 711:> rl~l:rf'~ a t J2,•

,.!

t'lf.IO ""rrb ,

C!.

\\'et-c there on)' nthrr unu•u'll

1\ .

No.

RJ'I'<'"•""''"'!

no.• •·ai the weelhrrT
A. The wind ,.... north-northcalll 11t 11 lmnb. 'J'hf'
\ll!'l>ltteter w11 31!.00, dry hlllh, llll rer c•nt. "'"t. IMIIh, 59
JW'r cent: cloud cover, 50 pt!r cent: vlsihlllty. n mllu 11t
Q.

mornlnc tWIIIchL . · - -~
·
··· ·· · ·
q. WhRt was the ~trnerlll reactloo ~hoMd •hlp!
. A. 11•c~ 'II'AS ""nlldenr.e It hnd hcru nn rtrt\1•1 •tr.htln~ and keen lnl-.rcst In wh~t th"Y hnll srcn. 11'"rr "·n•
M J:rt'At drr.o·re ol • rocrulnlir>n.
q. ntd lln)'One nhom·tl hnn• llt'Y flrr\'lnn• UJII't'lcnrc In
•l~thllnll unldrnlllled llylnc oh.f<'ct•?
A. Jllo nne AnOanl hn•l •r rn nnythlnr. nl lhl• tyf'C!, n·
cel't for nne o(llcct· of thr drrk \•·hn h" l •ccn on unuAU ill
. nb,lnd on ~ JU'C\'IOIIS fi•IIT•I. 1'hat alr:hlln1: \\'II' nrol t~M~hl·
ered sl~tnlllr~nt mour:h )·• rrqnirt 11 rrport.

Q. Could you Identify Ill"- tAnkrr'
- .... A ....lllt:d~!~njte ldenllll<=!llon. .It "2'.". .'!"ll~v"d tf!~_:!t!.
· Alcoa a!)lp · and Its COIII'SI! from memory was 156 de.:r.,cs
trur, at • IP"I!d d nine knots.
q. \Vas there eny srocculatlon as to the aourtt ol the
power?
A. There were IICI vapnr trnlls vloible or any oUter
muns 'to ldcnUiy the mr.an• of rroJ>UI•lnn.
q, Did lny ol th" mcn abonrd hnve thl! fcr.linR ol
. beln1 olnerved by the object?
.
A. The e011rse of the obl"d up the aide of the ~hlp
mftde people fl!l!l the1 wr~ bclns: observl!d. The IPI"'Ar·
· enc:e d the object was llko the planct Venus In the akles.
Q. \Vas enybody nware ol the recent •lchtlngl of •
atrenge object In W"•t Texns and New Mexi~T
·
A. J'lo, to the best ot my knowledge.
Q. Can ·you eatlmntc the arero ol the ohjl!ct T
A. Jn two minutes, It went 33 miles atrnlght aw.ny

'""" the whip.
Q. W"re. there

Ill)'

mcmbeu of the c~w lmm New

Orl.,alll?
A. 1 do not have lh" nAmes now, hut there lrt aome
Jl"nonncl •hoard from N"'Y Orleans.
q. Do yoli have 11ny additional Information on the feel·
lq you described of fccllnll ob1crvcd!
·
A. Then wll nc1 definite fe«!llnc ot belnc obaervro,
merel;y the movement d th" objl!cl.
q. Could you dncriba the 1lzc and IMJIIt of th!! oh·
Jcct?
•
A. 'Jlte only description I• thai II waa a hrt~:ht p!lnt
ot \\1tlle lllht wllhol.lt <l.,llnlte lhare and rroembllng Vrmto.
q. Po you think It wa• Srutnlk Jl!
A. lt Ia my Jl"UIInal nrlnlfln It \\' AI ll(ol.
. q. Po you think It w•a th" rO<·krl from ~Joulnlk 11
. A. I Wl>llldll't Jmuw. ·
·q. Do )'OU have the nam"• of New Orlcnnlana 11bnnrtl
tho iohlpt •. ' . • .
A. We have the nnmd ot thrn men hut there a~
olhen. : nto,. are Melvin McCoy, llhlp'1 ennlr, J>aul M'a·
\h~mc and Dc!rwnoc1 J'O'TTn!l', " l)llnrt~rmn•t..r third do ...

:t..

NEW ORL.:.-...
STATES
Cll(. D. 103,5113

NOV S 1857

68

----~-----------=----.8.
g~· , I"!~I:!\~
~I;')

.. .. Ml
CSilLral Fl.
• '
o
. .1,\ ~!~.
~~J.i.l'bJ_.!l
. r1 .·" ~.
11
T
1\ f.i',
··-1
-,, .. . 1, ,!.
.

..

..

_

.

((:~

C\
.

~

" tr,

!\ 11

•

1', ,

..

~

•

. .

~

: '·

w--•

SchocklrJ &lid tvCryooe
urlted and "aomo ....... shook up.''
He ll:\itl he cAlled Uu!· ·Akipprr,
CC'Imdr. Ct;trence H. Wnd ns:.• nn
(ftW,

tivr ttl J.tnhilt. wh~n the objf'r l
,i,.•, .... •ithlrd.
· .
..

'

~J

' t·

-..;u:;.ar.oOE6;;"';;~,['tlthC;;;;-c,;;e:;;u;;,clr:;oo:;;n:-ill:r"thC;:::

,, ·-·

Knwr\•f'r, .&he

flUktr~ a;~id n;•

--· t~!';~:!":' ~~fc:~:~~~
'i!~~'!d~ -:· .
11

: ·;•

.·J.'lf,a)t'~t~R..:~O.U.~ .... :R.g'Al' <:..iN: . ~~~"~~;·:,~ ~'i.~a h P:
•

~

.

.•

.

·-

.. ·.
. ,,.
'I11e •ralMr ..,., dr:.r. tmd th,. .
••tm •t the lin•••" the •l~ht· :~;;-: .
tn1 llhrnlat 20t JniW. .~alb nf the. · ~:.: !·

-_.

. ·.. Ne.ws' . Reporter ..Interviews
. •;-.._-·.·;,;::.•;.·:. ,,~;.·•··
~
,
.,.

•

. ,

1

.,.

' :.·· :.·:>·Officers;· Mei1· on· Cutter :-:.·;

1

-

••

~ 'f ~ C l!':.~~~~~~!':~~~~~ ~~~:'in~~~

~;· ~.-· ~- · ~~Lii:,·~o~f:~t~~G;:~;::~~~~~t:~r~£~~;~:r.~~:~·-:.-~:i~~f:?7i.;··;s-~~!~~··

·:. ·
1

... -·--

'

.

I

b

h

'!l'.h

l in

. - --- --ec~

are JU•t. u puzzled u everyo·n-~ e ~~ ~-· ~-u·t .t •.~ ..
~-.•. t . '
. dent. ··
' . . · · ·.
, . • . · · ·, '· ' , · ' · .. ... " · .-. · ·. ·. ·
·..... . The live central ftcurn I!' tha .Incident that made na· -- ·. tiona! toudlinu yeaterday, arrtved In Pensacola early today
· ' ' a,board the cutter Seba&:o and lmmedlate!y ·.were delu&:ecl __
._
··· · iwith questions by curi.ous newspaper, radoo and televlalon
· :,.
. •
·
. ~----------

·''
.· ·
·.
·
. ;•
·

out for IU homt port ol Moloole- •-- ·:
eboo•l 11::10 a .m. Skip~r Worln~ . ,,, . , .
descrihcd &he 1topovor . hero . a:. · •· · .
"routine_."_ ··..• ·,; ·: ·- . , . . ,, ·:•. ,-~ ~
The cutior, which urrka 1 r.nm· · ·· ·.
plilnrnt '!' t2S •niL' Ied noen and o ~ ...:..
dool'll olhcors. ••• owormlna wltll: ·, · ,
nc••J.mt'ft durina 1lmosl her enUrr~' · ·

..
·. 1 · .
.
_,
~· . . · .
. .
1 ta~ htre. .
};1\~. W:.yn~ khC\Cklry, ollkei' ,.,.....
waa mme I&Ltll ro owinc lhr,·-·
\Yhm •"'rd .lf hr bud Hftn ~ ~::·
000
tho deck 11 Uoe timt th• myllti'Y
lost radar conl.lcl 1JW lht objoct; nbjlor.l •t. 1 toonr, tho houky •l.op· . :
· . object"'" slahttd, uid he hod no ._ . ••• alchte4 vlsuollr. . · · • ~
- J:':'• Wonnc r<!PIIf'd l~·naturcdly, .~~
• " 'Idol what "the lhln'" .... and he
• Kirk ... cUmblar· lhrolirb •
N~, tllonlt -~ness.
.
•'OUldft'l venture a Jutu. "That'a
holch onlo lbe bridJt wbere 1
JIAIIRit:n; Ar.n•:t:AIII.F. ·
.
. .. e Utile out _ol mr lint," Schockler ~· n••ll•lor wu .· moklnJ rouUne _.... "I . wir.h 1 hoda'l,'.' loooJhr.d tlot"~-,,._..
.
.
,
mornlnc 11ot '''hUnp orbea ht
loarrlod bul iiiU orr..oblt Scho:k·: •. .
1 smiled.
· The otb<r men who ""' tile ob-I ·at~~ltd &he npldl7 m~lnr objet~
ley.
·
:
\
.. . - __ jr.el .... rinl tllrou,h tilt lkJ atlr~
Look II thll aLit, Ita movlnJ, - - J!ool tilt lroooblos ol Sr.hO<kltJIOOd.• ~cd· ostimattd at· bt!W<tn 1.·
-Kirk exclllmod. · ·;· , . . .: ·
Rodannlll )1-• art jusl be·
·
' •
0011 •.nd l,::OO miles In bour WCf!'
SoMEIYHAT DUBIOUS .. •. .
I cinnina.
.'
:
. . .. .
Ll IJCI Dona!ll Shofler, the n•••·
• lchockrey uld ht .,11 01011\twbat:-- 11<>t11 hut b<<n O<ilro-rd In 11)·-----;
talnr; S<amlft ThOIJ!IS Ko_rk, ~
dubloua but looked up 1 ~ with, . In lltw York l.nlb7 whr.ro t11~7 woll
· font In spol the oioJ'!CI •osuall7, 1 the olhera 111 llmt In
&he b .1.
oppt'or "". Don G•rrowor 1 n•t·
. . ... no•l•rm•n Jam•>. ,Mnore wh~~Uont ob'·ct mOYtn• : ;11,_ 1 n --lnnal.tolo.,.loa pro:r>m tomorrno.·-- · ,. ,. •• 11 • 11 " rom~
- mnmon~. ·
•
·
.
, ·
trockrd tho "whaLlot' on tilt radar
:.r.rr<n, and Quorterm..t•r K.,..
aou... lo ""'""
"' voalblt IO<
Mr.anwhil•, S. R. Bradl•r Jr.,
. f\l"t.h R. ~nlth. .
~ - . - - briwecn ~rrt to five te~f'ndl. tbr - J'i~tnrtieo W.... 11, C:ttn&alr.l, re- ---.
·
mr.n aalcl.
'
ported he ••• 1 brl&hL ollverr ll~hl
.\t.L I'UULIW
Schockley, from Redlonda, CaUl.,
,..;til rtdd"h">>'nn~e oio·r.nko In 11
1\ul like Schocklr.y, t11•7 o!Y>
11ld bl wu on the brldco wbtn ht
trn•llnr from aouthwnl to nortll: - ·- .. rre puulr.d ahntJt what U..r nw. - tirat noticed a "pip" on the radu
tast at tr~mrJKJoua apeed around
·
Aller tho :u.\.loot S<b•'• docked
acreon, He cont..acltd Mooro In tho 1 7 p.m. TIK"ad•J nl;bl. , ,
.•
• . here to l.lko on fuel, the live wbo
radar room who Informed him that --· BradltJ sold he h•d ~one .,Jt · - ·
. . ·'· · pl•red leodlnl rolu ln the lncldtnt~ . .he olao. h.• d spoiled
object.. ·1
Into hil ytrd and ol lhnl moment
. : ~- talked lroob •ilh newsmen oboool . Both Din
1111 ronre 011 the . •f'Oitcd. the Oaoblnc object 1 t 1 a :
.
. } ! :;~ .,hoi lhc7 uw; ,.Tbe7 cleGltd a ..:. ' .,. , .,... • . ·. '· ,1, 'o : :. ·•· .•· ·: · · - - rxlrtme oiUiude. · He ••ld II wut.....
·::' . · "1dol7 clrculoltd report thll Air .
firrol aiJhiinc ,..,. ohtoul 2:1,111!"
visible lor onl7 oboool two Jecnncb,
Furc1 lnveall;olDra bod met &he !
yorill, .and 11oe ohjocl ...,_. mnvln= . thAI 11 went trolo the · moon'a h..n; · ,.
... . . .. ..... cuttor wh011 It doclted bore and __ lr""' north 1o ancoll•··•uciiJ "!'...... voni>btd Ia .tho relltcUon, th<n -:-... .
'i • .·.· 'JUiued· the trow~ on. · . · : ·
pnaitt 1ro111 the vi>ooal aiahtinc and • wu vlalblt :~or~•nr •&•In u II •·.. •
' . ·. . .
Schocklo7 dncrobtd lhe m)"ltrJ
the lui rod•r conl.lct. . • · ·
emor~td . ..•·, ..... . ,., .:
· :
.
, • . • ' - object u "• brollianl while U;hL. - Wh<n the liCit ud•r <ontocl wn>- B,.dle7 aaid tllr.re woa no 1l:p- - -1
.
nluch briahl.er ihln anr at.ar, ••en
m;~de lhrt'l minute. •llr.r lhe ini·
atreilm Yi.\1ble. bul the ob,ecr ·
," • first mo;niludt alar." Tho unCI·
"'to! •i"htlna, the r•nce hnd cloo<d
lo?ked oolicl, witll the ,.,... port
... •· .'. '- some, crt¥·ho.lred olfoctr aild the :... 111 •hout JZ,IIOO
r011nd and tilt OYcnil ah•r• ob-- ' '
· ll;ht roaembled the plane\ v ...ua
lic'hor.kle7 nilno•tcd U>e ob)rd
Jnnr. He uld II oppeortd lo bt ~
:
·• · . bullocked tilt bluish quaULJ char· ' ,..•• no tnnre lhon t ,noo leo! In ill<:
alx or ol;lit llm01 lor1or lloon 1 ', :
·• or.lerlslic olo pllllft.
- nir but he oddtd thol II w01dd hr.. - B·i7 Bnonher. "•.-· · •
\
s ..ouao ol 11oe lntcnu ;lnw dllficulL lo eat.obllsb en uacl oiU· - &lmultonc""'IJ, nradl•J aal~. , ·.
Schockl•r uld he wu unahlo 10
louie.
·
.
thoro wero IV..~ JoiA nyt~n - .....~. , ' · .
ttir.cern any parUc:ular ahapc o( lbe' ·· • Dnlh Schnc:kltt aNI )rtnnrr ~l'lad ·· - but at a muf.h lttwr·r •ltah••l,. · ·-:--···
~jc-ct.
·
~·
·.· ·
· :.
the first radar · '"pip" J.tcmrd ln
HrRtilcy :.aid h~ ~':t'lf•tl lr, tl•·.-·::
C t
to bl' b""CC
rnn\1 f&t~m 111 surfatt h'r,:r.t."'
Air rc•rc~ In .-.,,.h Y.'oorlrl Vl~r Jl ,.,.., ~
. ._
nn rary . pu "~
P-J:Or!•· . - Thet 11ld the ..f'llp .. waa corn·- ·the korean \Yar.
I
•ht crewmon uld tile ·•~•co motn·
poroble In tllolma~e by • lo eiahler
FLA. N£WS . ,
• jl•lned ndar contael
lhr obahorUJ •ll•r the vl•u•l ol~hlin~.
. ~£NSACOLA,
'
:
· ·- - .t«l lor MIJ about a tn!l\ole alto- · Jladormon Moore o( Corrolltnn - - - - - - - .
. Clr<. .D. 25,460,
I--.'
~tlher• '
Tex., ..kl he calcul•ltod lh•t
.N ' ·.. '
' · ~ :~ '
The brat al;hUnJ, wb:eb lo>ltd 'I
ohjeel wu movinc about 1.000 mile::
O.V 6 1957
·
. ... PllfJ I ltw ltConda, OCC'Jrrtd ll -an hour whea conl.lcl Wll lirst--- · _ .. ' .
.. ·- - --- · ; - '7
•
:i·
JA
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~~C'l
wu
re;afnrd
snade
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muc:h
faatef',
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J,:'KKI
..
•
•
•
_
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.._
1
: at S; 13 but ac:au\ waa mni:-J.:lincd
miles an Mur, on the DCxt radar · .
·
·
.... ...
. • ... fnl' !Moly 1 matter of lt<onds.f. · •ichtin•.
·
--- · -- ·-------.... .....
··· ~··.·~ ·
•. Schnekky uid. The linol conto<l
s.:becl.1e7 •~reed wllb. the rodis.
··. ,. 'll·aa mW at 5:20 a.m. ancl Ol'ltt
&.rd man'a taLhnnlta.
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5 November. Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
"Space network." 'This is a serious invitation."
Caught up in the excitement some people in the deep south established a
"space network." According to a Natches paper:
"Five Louisiana radio stations said today they would invite
the unidentified flying object reportedly buzzing over Louisiana and Texas to land Friday night on the Louisiana State University campus.
And a sixth station, WIBR in Baton Rouge, is inviting the
"space visitors" to take over its frequency for one minute.
"~lanager Bob Earle said WIBR will go completely off the air
at 7 p.m., 9 p.m. and midnight, 7 a.m., 9 a.m. and noon tomorro"·. Invitations are issued every 15 minutes to broadcast
at that time.
'The 'space network,' radio stations WTIX in New Orleans,
WLCS in Baton Rouge, KLOU in Lake Charles, KALB in Alexandria
and KENT in Shreveport, will broadcast an identical invitation hourly to land in front of the LSU tower at 8 p.m. Friday.
"Asst. Manager Gene Nelson of WLCS, originator of the experiment, said the broadcasts would start at 4 p.m. today and
continue through Friday.
'"This is a serious invitation,' Nelson said. 'We will all
broadcast it on different frequencies at the same time."
(131.)
5 November. Fort Itaipu; Brazil. (daytime)
An official coverup?
On the 5th the Colonel commanding Fort Itaipu issued orders that forbade
any discussion of the "attack" experienced the day before. No one, not
even close family members, were to be told about the incident. Army Intelligence spoke with each soldier, impressing upon them the need for secrecy. A
report labelled Top Secret was prepared for the High Command. (132.)
5 November. Levelland, Texas. (3:00 p.m.)
At 3:00 p.m. the anonymous investigator leaves Sheriff Clem's office. He
still tells little or nothing to newsmen. This time he informs the Sheriff
of his destination. The investigator says he is going to Lubbock. (133.)
5 November. Long Beach, California. (3:50 p.m.)
"Flyniks clutter southland sky."
Of all the reports of this lot the first was the best. It was a sighting
made at Long Beach Airport at 3: 50 in the afternoon. A local newspaper
tells us:
"Six unidentified saucer-shaped [there was a difference of opinion on the shape] flying objects were observed in the skies over
Long Beach Airport Tuesday afternoon by three Air Force weather
obseners and 10 military personnel waiting to board a plane for
Washington.
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".-\innan Joseph Abramavage said he, Ainnan William Nieland and
their commanding officer, Maj. Louis F. Baker, first spotted
the objects at 3:50 p.m. Tuesday while observing cumulo-nimbus
clouds for lightning.
"'We saw these objects darting in and out among the clouds at
the base of the cumulo-nimbus. They were circular-shaped'and
shiny like aluminum. They seemed to have the ability to change
course instantaneously with no loss of speed.
"'Their movements were like those of planes in a mock dogfight.'" (134.)
One of the other Ainnen said the objects never merged, collided, or
crossed the direct path of each other. (135.)
Moveover:
".-\bramavage said the objects were at the base of the clouds
which were 7,000 feet high. He estimated the linear distance
to the objects from the observation point as about 10 miles.
He said the six 'saucers' were at an angle of about 40 degrees.
'He said the objects always presented a disc to the observers
and never an edge. He said they might have been spherical in
shape.
"'Based upon my past observation of aircraft, I believe the
objects were larger than a C-46,' Abramavage said. The C-46
is a two-engined Air Force transport plane.
"The ainnan said he and the other observers had discussed
possible explanations of the phenomenon. They rejected the
theory that the objects were sheet ice from the cumulo-nimbus
pack, he said, because of the regular, circular shape of the
six 'things.'
"'I just do not know what they were,' Abramavage said. 'I
know what they were not --they were not balloons.'
"About 10 transient military persollllel watched the objects be-.
fore boarding a plane for Washington. Abramavage said the ob'j ects stayed in sight for a minute and half. The observers
were directly outside the base operations building when they
spotted the 'things,' he said.
"Officers at the base described Abramavage as an 'extremely
competent observer."' (136.)
'Was Abramavage warned?
Civilian UFO investigator Zan Overall followed up on the Long Beach
case a couple of months later. Mr. Overall sought out Abramavage and
asked a number of questions. Mr. Overall wrote:
'He said the account in the Los Angeles Times on the Long
Beach sighting was essentially correct. ~id they were a
little off on their quotes. Wouldn't give any details as to
where the quotes were off. At this point he said, 'I shouldn't
be talking about this at all. It's under Air Force surveillance.' I decided not to go any further and closed on a friendly note, saying, 'Well, we'll find out some day, maybe 5 years
frorri now, maybe 10, maybe 2 months." (137.)
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Evidently the Air Force got to Abramavage. ~~y questions that Mr. Overall wanted answered could not be asked. The civilian UFO investigator would
have to be satisfied with a few remarks Abramavage made when first contacted.
Abramavage had said:
'1bere was a thunderstorm in progress, which the three of them
[Abramavage, Major Baker, and an airman named William Nieland]
were ~o.atching. He said he thought the UFOs might be natural
phenomenon. He mentioned the possibility of sheet ice forming,
etc., but agreed that Maj. Baker discounted this theory because
of the sharp and regular outline of the objects.
'1be observation was made with the naked eye.
'1bere was no wind on the ground but he didn't know about
winds at the base of the clouds.
'1be published account of the estimated size (larger than a
C-46) was correct [Major Baker agreed with this]." (138.)
5 November. Flat River, Missouri. (4:30 p.m.)
When on November 6th the Flat River Journal looked into a strange report
of a UFO that was supposed to have overflown the town that morning, a reporter for the paper learned:
"A check with the Air Traffic Communications Station at Farmington revealed that a similar object was reported seen by two
airplanes at about 4:30 yesterday [the 5th]. The planes were at
an altitude of 18,000 feet when they observed the phenomenon.
Radar stations at Springfield and St. Louis showed nothing of an
unidentified object, after considering the direction given by
the pilots, determined that they must have seen the star [sic]
Venus, which looked unusually bright and was visible from that
altitude in the daylight.
'1be sightings here coincided with disturbances in television
reception and caused some alarm, and appeared to be very large."
(139.)
5 November. KALG studios, Alamagordo, New Mexico. (late afternoon)
''Do they know something we don ' t?"
As the hours passed one problem loomed ever larger for reporter Terry
Clarke. -~1 day he had watched the biggest scoop of his career grow into a
national news story but no one had yet tracked down the two witnesses Stokes
had claimed observed the same UFO he had seen. This cast doubt on Stokes'
credibility; however, Air Force officials still backed the engineer's story.
It was suggested by sr,me in the press corps that the military ·~ew something they didn't." (140.)
Speculation about the true feelings of the Air"Force had to be effected
by the ne~o.s that same afternoon that the missile test center where Stokes
was employed had named a certain Maj. Dwight Hillis as: "Center Co-ordinator of Unidentified Flying Object Reports." (141.)
Night of the saucers. The flap peaks.
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5 November. East St. Louis, Missouri. (6:00 p.m.)
"Object sped away from airplane."
According to a major St. Louis newspaper:
"East St. Louis police received several telephone calls from
persons who reported sighting a round, blue-green object at
great height in the southeast about 6 p.m. The viewers said
the object was stationary until an airplane neared it, whereupon it sped away, leaving a fiery trail." (142.)
5 November. Levelland, Texas. (6:30p.m.)
''Well, I'm gone."
The anonymous investigator from Colorado Springs returned to Levelland
and Sheriff Clem's office after spending over three hours in Lubbock. A
reporter for the Levelland Daily Sun-News was with the Sheriff at the time.
The reporter was full of questions;-but, like before, the "mystery man" insisted the Air Force had not authorized him to say anything other than to
admit he was investigating the Levelland reports. The Daily Sun-News man
wrote: ''Well, I'm gone, he told Sheriff Weir Clem, then-ne-wa!Ked out into
a dark, drippy night and drove away in an Air Force vehicle." (143.) The
official investigation was over.
5 November. Mitchell, South Dakota. (6:30 p.m.)
"Changed directions abruptly."
Our source tells us:
"Four Mitchell people and a Pierre, S.D. man were witnesses to the
sighting of three UFOs, according to Police Chief Don Licht, who
reported seeing the objects himself. With Licht at the time of the
sighting were C.R. Schlicht, who first spotted the objects; Schlicht's daughter, Joyce; Don Rounds, Pierre area area safety coordinator for the State Highway Patrol, who was visiting the Lichts,
and Mrs. Licht. Licht described the objects, seen at about 6:30 p.
m., as having one large bright white light with smaller lights
around it. There were 3 of the objects, he said. The objects themselves could not be seen because of the darkness, the police chief
said. He added that the center object also had a red light above
the white lights. One of the objects was a little behind and away
from the other two, but all three held to a formation. They made
no noise like an airplane, Licht stated, and changed direction
abruptly, and when they did so, the lights grew brighter. Licht
said the group watched the objects 15 to 20 minutes. They appeared from the west, went east, returned over Mitchell and then circled in the southeastern sky. (144.)
5 November. ~~linnville, Oregon. (6:33-7:00? p.m.)
"Giant egg hovers over poultry farm." (See clipping)
5 November. Hedley, Texas. (about dusk)
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Unidentified flying Object
In ~Yarnhill County Vicinity

Ga~S~

Re.ports To Sheriff

TiUit of. Sputnik II and the celestial l!iuine tOday gl1ved .. P.CQ I
fl8ilre-to Yamhill county's owil myIsterious, aircraft which reportedly
Iwas sighted here Tuesday evening.
Report .which had most widespread effects was a broadcast
over Portland radio and televis'nn
stations which gave the eye,wjl\1ess
account of Sam Kelchneri Rt. 1
Box 163, McMinnville.
According to Kelchner's report,
a strange type of airshiP hovered
over his house and farm tor nearly
half an hour. He said the first sighted the ship over his house at 6:33
p.m. Tuesday night and ran into
his home to alert· his· family.
Kelchner, who operates a poul' try farm, said the egg-shaped aircraft moved slightly southward
and hovered over his farm as he
and his family watched through
binoculars. The strange ship moved and halted a second time before taking off swiftly across the
darkened nigh\ sky.
·
Kelchner d<l5cribed the craft as
. having an orange glow with a lighter colored roof and said It appeared as "some kind of a ship:' He
said a glow from the ship illuminated the ground of his farm, according to reports.
It was perhaps the most spectacular of all reports of "1lying
saucers" and "space ships" which
, allegedly were seen In many areas
o! the county Tuesday night. Other
reports also were heard in the vicinity of Amity.
·
Radio and telephone broadcasts
received here prompted many telepl_lone calls to police agencies and
the sherrif' s office teletype inquiry
from Hillsboro.
Although many reports of foreign
flying objects were heard in Me-l
Mlnnville Wednesday, many appeared to be rumors and many
found it difficult to assertain wtucn
1 if any. were verified reports.
I However, saucers and roclret
ships became a dominant topic of
conversation In many areas of the
county, overshadowing the more
concrete data of the Russian Sputnik wtuch is circling the globe.

McMinnville, Oregon
The Daily Register.
6November57-.--

·What Hovers
Yonder Brothers
S. C. Kelchner reports that he
and ·his family observed a ll)rge
glowinll obJ.,ct In the •ky not 1000
feet from·· the11· home for thirty 1
minutes Tuesday evening beforr It
dlsappe11red.
"I know It sounds crazy," Kelchner said, "But by JudaR, It was
there!"
Mrs. Kelchner described the objects as glowing and seen~inl( to be
covered with streaks of ltr':tning,
too.
"It had a long sword-like thing
the full hetghth of It and winl(s
seemed .to corn.e-Jmm thtt !'lvrnrrl

I

part," Kelchner said. His·first. re- 1
actibn on stepping outside to milk
the cows at 6:33 that something
was on fire. then he sighted th~
large egg-shaped mass hover!ng
above two oak trees.
Mr. ~nd Mrs. Kelchner were
both
•ncemed that' their five
children
all
In
McMinnville
schools would be teased· and ridiculed today In spite of the fact
.that they had seen the strange
sight
John Orr, walking toward the
Amity high school about 8:02 Wednesday morning pond~rlng the
thought that he was never fortunate enough to see any phenomenon
glanced at the sky. Ahead ~nd
toward his left over Finley's ridge
he observed a large eray · object
hovering near three or four fir
trees. Second 1lance, there was
n~hlng--but Ort Is confident t!lat ~
"something wu ·there". He "a<l
not heard the Kelchner report.

I

I

Amity, Oregon
Standard.
7 November 57.
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"It scared the fool out of me."
Something hovered over another fann in Texas:
"W.V. Bain said he saw a mysterious light hovering over his fann
about dusk. Bain lives ll miles north of Highway 287, halfway betv.;een Hedley and Lelia Lake. 'Just as i was walking out to the
pick-up truck with my head down I noticed the ground lighted up.
I looked up, and about 30 feet off the ground and about a mile to
the west was this flickering mysterious light. I've never seen
a light of that color before --it was between a blue and a green
and brilliant. It flashed on and off six times, to be exact, and
left me .,·eak, ' Bain said. Bain' s wife, Alma Jo, said she was busy
in the kitchen and at the same time she noticed bright flashes
come through her kitchen window. Bain also later learned that
Paul t.k:Carty, a neighbor living one mile north of him, reported
his television suddenly went off the same time Bair reported seeing the light. 'It was just about enough to make a preacher of
me,' he said. (145.)
5 November. Los Alamitos Naval Air Station, california. (6:05p .m.7:25 p.m.)
"You Asked For It."
Apparent UFO activity in southern California extended to the Los Alamitos
Naval Air Station. Sightings of something in the air was said to be almost
continuous, but not much detail is given in press accounts, although news
stories do mention a Naval tower operator, Louis D. Mitchell. Mitchell was
apparently impressed by the sightings. Lt. Richard Spencer, a Navy pilot,
went public with his observation saying that the UFOs seemed to pulsat~, and
were not stars or aircraft. Of special interest was the fact Lt. Spencer was
invited to appear on the inlnensely popular television program ''You Asked For
It" hosted by Art Baker. The idea of the show was to respond to requests by
the viewing audience. The producers took pride in satisfying the toughest of
demands and a Lt. Spencer interview seemed to be an easy one. Would it?
(146.)

'':.,

r'

S November. San Diego, California. (6:10p.m.)
TV set acted up.
Our source:
"An unidentified flying object that turned from white to red 'lo.hile
hovering over a Dehesa home was reported to the sheriff's office
here last night [the Sth].
"Lewis J. Flickinger, of Route 2, Box 818, Dehesa, said at 6:10
last night his television started acting up.
·~e said he went outside and obser>·ed a strange object in the air
which chariged color as it disappeare·.:!. " (14-:-. )
Also:
"At Colorado Springs, the North American Air Defense COIIIII8.Ild reported it received 46 reports of unidentified objects from throughout the nation last· ~ight but only three, including one from Kearney, Nebraska [Reinhold Schmidt's] deserved further study." (148.)
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5 November. Near Antioch, Illinois. :6:30-7:00 p.m.)
"I was never so scared in my life." His wife faints. (See clipping)
5 November. Suva, Fiji Islands. (6:30p.m.) (See clipping below)

STRANGE UGHT SEEM
AGAIN OYER SUVA
Fur fl1c third tim.t· within
tu;o uxcklt, a bright llvht llia-11
plainly L"lllihlc ia S!LL'a last
11iyl)t, tmvening the 11ky from
tht· u;est to a poll,. OWThrad
and thc11 1·ctracing its path.

People In Victoria Pnrnd·~ stop
ped and watched the phenomenon
at aouut 6.30 p.m. last night.
The Weather Office wa~ unllble
to explain the light and a spokesman said he thought it might be
from Nadl. but he doubted if the
light wuul<J cume l;O far as to b.e
'vislbh.: !n Suva.
Son·,·: passers- by h··lic\'cd 1hat
the obje.ct. may _pave been. one ot
the. Russtan ~:~atellltcs.
Two Lami residents told the
"FiJI Times'' that on Thursday last
at about 9 p.m. they saw a lightbehaving ·in a similar way.

Fij2:_ Times.

6 November 57.

5 November. Portland, Oregon. (Sundown)
The city o£ Portland succumbed to a good case of mass jitters as the sun
dipped below the horizon. .~ter a day of spectacular UFO stories from
scattered sections of the country, citizens nervously looked at the heavens
and thought they saw a ·~right moving object to the southwest" which authorities dismissed as Venus. The authorities were probably right. (149 ..l
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RingwoO.cl Residents..
Scared by ·'Thing'
By DICK SPENCER
Bcacon·Ntw5 Stall Wrller
A' m•IJ who told this rerorter "I W31 never so seaffit In m!'
liCe," and his wll" who (alnled aCier sccin~t somrthing 'he '"Y"
she never wants to see aga:n, arc Jivinr: today with the fur U1at
what happened to 'them Tuesday night may hap(l('n a~:aln.
The oliject from the unknown that otruck lear In the heart•
of Larry Beaman, 20, and his wile, Jl!nrllynn, 18, resldent5 ot
Rinll\Vood.
a small town ncar McHenry, wn• dc•cribcd b'

m.:

them as a bUining while baF ' d;~·t ~orne back tonight," she'
""~hat looked like U1e moon."
•aid gazing rot the windo\Y Jnd
Beaman and his wife . lir<l. up the street at the deserted
the object about 6 :30.1J. m.' ~chool beginning to lade In
Tuesday neor Anlloch, 1_<11 north·
early darknc.s.
r1·n L.1kc county. ll lollowc<l
Beaman s.:~id he and his 1\ile
their cnr and lntrr nhnoot ·lnndfirst noticed the ball of \\'hilA:
rd b<'hind a school building in fire on his wile's aide ol the
lli"l(wood, about lwo block' cnr 115 he dro.·c. "\l'e bo1f1
from Beaman's home.
: lookrd Oilther \\indo\vlirui" iaw
"I never snw anything ·like il
H following nlon~;side 115 al
hclore In my life;" said Bra·
abOut 2.000 feel . lt was . 1 per·
m~n. ''I r\ln bnck an~ got wit·
fret hall in shape. lt pulsated

••w

nr).;!"rs to come sec lhis thin:::
l>t•hind I he . ~chool. I didn't

wnnt people to Ulink I was Jy.

inc."

:

.illl~et• TV
At thr smne time Brnmnn
wA• $lnmlin~ on 11 dcsrrtrd llli·
tull.• hi ~:l nnu· ~lii'I'NitUil'd '"
darknr:o:~ " ·;;lrhin;.: tht• wc-ir;l
.nhjt'c·t. tdt•rb:ion ~rts In Rin!!·
1\t~•l lw;;.on '" dim nnd thrn
ktsl tht•ir ridurr nnd ~ound
nllo~!t'Hlt!t·.
'l11is: was at up
rrn,imaf ('ly 7 p. rn.
Hr.;1man :uul hi~ wire toH r
U1cit• !'·tur~· in lhc living room ol

their 11p:1rllwmt Jntc \V~dnc~·l
aflcmoon.
"1 hope 11

day

from white to yellow."
"It went ot& sc:veral limes,''
~ald Marilynn Beaman. "Ju~l
like 11 ilght bulb. We e•llmatcd It would atay out for
aevcral minutes and then como
back on. It did this several

times!'
She &aid by now ihey 'IYl'n!
on county hl~hway P,

d1·hin~

5C\'rll

miles

o(

hi&hw.1y bc-

twccn Richmond, Ill., ami Rin~
wood. ."Then It went out again
~nd I a<krcl my hu~b;md to
flop," c'rlaincd Mr>. Bcamnn.
"I wanted to see tr It would re-'

tum bec_ause we were 110 clooc ·
to home I thought "~ could cef
1ome of our relatlces to see Jt. :
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We pulled to the side ot the '
and stopped. We had our .
live month old baby 'in the car .
We couldn't see it anywhel'<'.
then suddenly 'it flashed .tbruptly on and started 'coming lor
us.''

1-oad

s~mr.d to

Grow

I
1

"It seemed to grow in size,"

1aid Beaman, "as It came lor
us. My wile ocrcamed ond i
1 got the cnr ~olng as last ~'
I could." He eslimdtcd the bnii
nt lis Ju-g~st size as 30 (eel
In diameter.
As the Bcamans ~pcd into
ntng\•·ood they saw the wet'rd
b.1U settle "like It was goin;
to land" behind the ' sd1ooi.
Beaman said he took his ' )'ifc
harm! "ith the child and then
d1·ove back up the road to tho
6thool. ''1l1cre were trees and
it was in them, " he snid. It
was mqvins up and down, li ke
11 yo-yo, between the tops snd
b~se of tho trees.
l ~ucss I
w:'l!; about ~0 y:trds front t h~
t !l i!'" ": ,. QUtJ

tlJ,U

Wo1S

t h.:~r

cnout:h."
.
"You C<Oiicfn-·i wah·h it !0:·
nny length!'! 1\mc," adllc.J I>cl·
m:tn, 11 quirt. soft :>pt"km m.,:;
who u ~rd drlibcration In tl") •
lng to clarify his descriptiCln;.
"It looked like a diamond the
way It glittered . Like a welrler's arc would be better. You
jtut couldn't watch lt."
G•t• Wltne•..,•
Dcaman drove bnck to s:: r.'
Dack with him fo r '
the second time came his w it~

witn~sc1.

and ncl~;hbors. They stood on
the rord. "I wanted to rind ou •
\\-hat It was," ,;aid Beaman.
''tl!cn suddenly I c! idn 't alter
I got t!lere because I wa'

scared.
"A sound like that or wateri
being swished aroun~ In a
washing machine was constantly ,around us while It was pres- ;
ent/ ' he s.nid. "I couldn't seri

1111 y entr;nce to tl1e thin~; nn<i !
1 couldn't sec any wheels.
f
"It changod In shape as it
..-:mtc~ ncnt• the endh, re-sent ~
hlinJ: h:tir or n ball. Just likr.
1"k tm: n JWrft•,·t ball nnd cutI ll<~ It In ha lf" hoth the wile
ltllt l hw:l•.md l\;.{rct·ct. They s3 id
only lhc top ·hair glQ\ved the
~arne shimmering wh ite.
The sight was too much ior
l\lrs. Beam~n.
nerore thry
could ~et jl~r home ~he faint ·
cd. ..I was -m ighty scared to
go to bed last night ." he arlrlrrl .
Beaman got Charles Tnte, 26 ,
O[ Rin~ and SJ!\feral other
men. "We went back up there
for the third time," s.1 id Bca-1
man. "I was really scared but :
I wanted these other people to
<re \hi ~ thin~ and they'd know

1 v..'tl .c;n't

mnk i n ~

thi!\ up."

"When we ~;ot there," 6aid
T'lle, " It w.15 lc av in~;. It looked ,
like .o. big red light and then
It turned burnt ornnse and
finally a JXllille hue and disap[l<'Dred towards the southwest."
"When It got up over the
trees again," remembered Beaman, "It returned to I!A original
''hnpe. Like a perfect ball.
nd Its mov.cmcnts were dar[ng, jerlcy like. It reminded me
t!lt way a humming bird
"n hover !or a ••cond or so
ttnd then dart to AnoU,t'r · ~pot : • •
Dy now It was dark outside. :
"That's all there t. to tell. "
Beaman •aid in closing. "I
.aw II. God knows what it wa s
but I don't want · to see it

E

again."

"I'm not ~oin;: out tonight,"
!nid Mrs. Beaman from where
she .sat beside IW!r husband.
1•It's dark now. I feel better 1
in here wi\erc It '• light."
AURORA, Ill., BEACON-NEWS
Clrt. D. 29,589
S. 30,893

Nov 7 tnsi'
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5 ~veni>er. Portland, Oregon. (some time after 6:30p.m.)
When local radio and television stations broadcast the story of Sam Kelchner
of ~~\linville, the phones started to ring off the hook at city police station
while calls to the Oregonian newspaper office jammed the switchboard. Callers
were in a high stateotarailn and were reporting all sort of things: "a blue
shado,.- on the moon;" "a brown, round ball with spokes flying into the moon,"
"an egg-shaped blue object flying from west to the southwest," "a green glow
on the hori.:on," and even "Sputnik's dog falling from directly overhead."
(150.)

··,

S November. Near Capron, Illinois. (6:45p.m.)
Engine quits. Headlights go out.
OUr source:
"At 6:-tS p.m., Pat Walsh, 15, Garden Prairie, called the Boone
County sheriff's office about a strange light in the sky. As
soon as the light appeared, he said, the engine of his car quit
and lights went out. He was driving near Capron.
· 'Tat said he saw the light for about 15 minutes. He said the
light --a red one this time --blinked and was about as long as
a semi -trailer truck and as wide as three men." (151.)
S November. Baton Rouge, Louisiana. (evening)
"Captured several space ships and duplicated them."
Our source:
·~~member [Robert Emerson] of the board of governors, [NICAP]
said last night at a meeting in Baton Rouge, :La., that the uni·
dentified objects sighted in Texas and other western states may
~ developments of the United States.
·~e also said there have been strong rumors that this country
may have captured several space ships and duplicated them.
"'UFO sightings go back beyond man's ability to develop such an
instiUilent,' he said, adding that his private opinion is that
most UFOs are interplanetary ships originating from many points
in the universe." (152.)
Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
"People ,.-ere very, very, uneasy aliens might land." (See column by Steve
ilil.pepper)
S November. Coral Lorenzen's home in Alamogordo.
(evening)
When local members of APRO met at Coral's home Tuesday evening, Stokes
put in an appearance. The now famous New Mexico engineer acted strangely.
Coral noted that Stokes: " ... began to cautiously advance the theory that what
he had seen was 'some kind of atmospheric phenomenon.' We [the APRO people
present] all exchanged glances, but we did not press him on that point. (153.)
S November. Las Cruces, New Mexico. (7:15p.m.)
"A giant street light."
The local paper reported:
"A Las Cruces resident, 1-lrs. Q.U. ~k:Dowell said today that she

80

. , ITKY. CULPEPPER

Advocate stall wnter
AtUVWid 7 p.m. on a cool November night in t957. traffic
started backing up on Dalrymple Drive next to City Park. It
was the same night as the Dixie Horse Show Jubil~e at L$\1.
but most people were not on their way to see horses.
About5.000 people had driven to City Park to stare into 1hr
sky as two powerful anti-aircrall searchlights swept the low
clouds in search of flying saucers.
For weeks, WLCS radio st~tion had been broadcasting a
~eneral invitation to all spacemen to drop in on Baton Rouge.
and promoters had laid out a large "landing grid" in the park
in case they did. The crowds were advised lo stay oil the grid
and to not panic if a saucer appeared.
A bakery provided a sound truck. A soft-drink company
provided free samples. A car dealer showed oil his 1958
models. Near the landing grid, a "large ribbon-bedecked
welcoming committee stood by having their pictures tak~n
by a LIFE photographer," according to a news story.
But behind the obvious promotion, there was something
real in the night air: a current of genuine anticipation.
The UFO watch took pl~ce during a gust of UFO sightings
in the Baton Rouge area . WLCS owner Lamar S1mmons
recalled that a number of people in town were "very. very
uneasy " about the possibility that aliens actually might take
the station up on its invitation.
That mood was sh~rcd by a number of people. Alter all.
since World War II there had been regular outbreaks of UFO
sighlinss in Louisiana and throughout the country . and many
of those stories had been reported in the press. Popular
entertainment - movies, books, television - made it seem
all the more real.
Basically, flying saurcr. had hccomc prcll)'
commonplace.
For instance. in the same edition of the Morning Advocalr
that carried I he story of the UFO watch, a.small story on
another page described a UFO sighting by a Watson fam1ly .
Thr falhcr told a reporter that he realized ~omethmg was
"up" when cars started stopping in front of his home.
" I thought it was a wreck or something." the man said.
What it turned out to be was an object, he said , "directly
nvcrhead. moving toward Baton Rouge ... . It appeared to
h~ white in the middle and to have a red ring around it. and 11
mnved slnwly toward Baton Rouge. "
In those days it ~cemcd possible to Adras Laborde to gel to
1hr. bnttom of the flying saucer business by inviting all of th•·
nation's experts and credible UFO witnesses to Lou1s1.1n•.
where Laborde and the members of his Voun~ Men 's
llusinc" Club planned to hold a Flyin~ Saucer Witness
(~,,nvrntion.

"I had inquiries from people all over the country," Laborde
said. "The Associated Press had carried it all over.( think we
rven had some inquiries from as tar away as Canada. There
was a general interest. We had statements, affidavits. from
otherwise repuUble people who just about swore that what
1hey saw were flying saucers."
Laborde. who retired in 1977 alter 32 yean; as editor oft he
Alexandria Daily Town Talk, said he doesn't remember why
the convention never took oil. "But I'm sorry we didn't.gu
through with it." he said. "Maybe we had too many irons in
the fire."
liFO fever was at such a pitch during the 1950s that even
thr Baton Rouge Parks and Recrcahon Commission climbed

.,.,.,,arcl.

~·or ~hout live or six years BR~:c sponsored thr Ralon
t ; uu~r 11nidcntilied Flying Objects Forum. which pubhsh•·•'

.• "'"nrhly newsletter and met at thr Howell l'..rl

"The launching of two Russian
satellites has created an unprecedented
interest in aerial phenomena," the
editorial read. ''It h~s creat.ed a tension
which has made everyone alert for the
sighting of ~ny object. And it has
shattered skepticism and produced in
all of us a believing state of mind
Anything seems possible."

Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Sunday Advocate.
30 August 92
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saw a strange and luninous light illuminate the western sky over
Las Cruces at about 7:15 o'clock last night. She said that the
light flooded the sky with its brilliant golden glow and that it
resembled a 'giant street light.' The light lit the sky for about
... [ 30? 80? minutes? News clipping not clear] and then vanished
into a cloud bank in the southwestern rim of the sky, she said."
(154.)
(between 7·8 :00 p.m.)
5 November. Pensacola, Florida.
"Like a big red hot coal."
Three people from Pensacola, Miss Ruth Colville and Mr. and Mrs. Thanas
Brown, were in a car motoring near the mouth of the Escambia River 'When they
spotted an orange-red object in the sky and watched it for 45 minutes. The
thing was last seen on, or near, the surface of the water about a mile south
of the mouth of the Escambia River. Mrs. Brown said the thing looked like a
'big, red hot coal'." (155.)
5 November. El Paso, Texas. (7:30p.m.)
"Failure of engine and lights."
Our source:
" .•. a border inspector (35) saw an egg-shaped object g1v1ng
off a blue light come towards his car after he had got out to
investigate a sudden failure of engine and lights. It came
from the southwest at a 35° angle, making a .....tlirring sound
like an artillery shell. It passed over his car at 30 meters
altitude and moved off to the west, chang1ng altitude at irregular intervals. The object lifted vertically when it
reached the Franklin Mountains. The incident happened 5 kilometers Southwest of the International Airport . (156.)
5 November. South of Poplar Grove, Illinois. (7 :30 p.m.)
Engine quits. Headlights go out.
Our source: 'William Feitz, 17, Belvidere [Illinois], reported a similar
[similar to the 6:45p.m. Capron report] experience from south of Poplar
Grove. He said his car engine and lights shut off when the 1ight appeared."
(157.)
5 November. Near Des Moines, Iowa. (no time)
A UFO bulletin reported:
" ... a boy of 18 years reported seeing a UFO hovering in the
western sky. He described it as a glowing orange, disc-shaped
object, rotating clockwise. After a few minutes of obsenration
it began moving off at a slow pace which soon was increased."
(158.)
5 November. Near Sibley, Iowa. (no time)
Another item from a UFO bulletin: " ... a man and woman, while riding toward Sibley, were follo1•ed by an orange light in the sky. ~ samd was
heard. During certain periods of observation the UFO would stop and hover
for a few seconds before moving on." (159.)

-----------------------------

--------------~----~~-~-----------
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5 ~ovember. A ghost ship remembered.
Scanning the papers during this period was a joy for Frank Edwards , radio
commentator and NICAP board member. There was so much UFO news it was hard
to choose ~hich story to read next, but one did catch his eye quicker than
the others because it gave a big play to one of the minor items making the
newswires. The Indiana newsman found that the Indianapolis Star on November
5th had bannered: ''WHATSIT MYSTERY PROBED." The headhnecieaTI'With the
October Fiji Islands case that involved a minister and some natives, an incident that told of a glowing white-colored circular object that hovered in
the air near a Fiji fishing boat (The incident took place on' October 16th) .
Edwards , ~ho authored a number of books on the strange and unlmown, recalled that the yacht Joyita was discovered drifting without a crew and passengers some time be£Ore-rn the same general area. Was there a connection?
(160.)
There was no reason to believe UFOs were that interested in boats,
yet the ~ovember 1957 UFO wave does provide something that suggests that was
a possibility.
"The strange case of the KC -13."
During the excitement of the Levelland flap that occurred a mysterious
marine disaster in the Strait of Juan de Fuca. The strait separates the
state of Washington from Canada's Vancouver Island. Whatever happened in
the coastal waters in November 1957 is still unexplained, and it does seem
to have a UFO connection. Historian T.W. Paterson reviewed the case in a
1970s issue of the Victorian (B.C.) Daily Colonist. (See clipping below)

"The strange case of the "KC -13" goes
back to November. 1957, when the Japanese
freighter Meitetsu Maru steamed slowly
through the darkness in calm seas, 30 miles
off the west coast of Vancouver Island.
For hours the Maru proceeded without sign
of another ship when, suddenly. a wavering
tower of light attracted her lookout's attention. Immediately ordering increased speed,
Capt. Ohuchi headed for the scene, some four
miles off, and, as his ship neared, he could
see the blazing remains of a fishing boat.
But it was not the fiery wreckage which
held his eyes captive. It was the glo.,.ing,
circular white light that ho•·ered over the
wreck at which they stared. hyrnotized. As
their freighter irKhcd closer. the eerie light
retreated s~~oiftly in a great .. upward arc,
•·anishing into the dark skies.
"Aner unsuccessfully searching for survivors the Japanese radioed the alarm.
Because tlie d~·ing vessel was ablaze from
bow to stern, Capt. Ohuchi make no attempt
to have his men board and continued on to
Vancouver as the United States Coast Louaro
and aircran of the RCAF began an intensive search of the area. Aided by unseasonally
fine weather. both forces covered more than
6.000 square: miles of ocean.

"llowever, although numerous fish!ng vessels were in the area, none had prcked up
any survivors. Only one. in fact, had reported an incident which could have had
any connection with the burned vessel: ~hat
report mentioned the strange whrte light
which the Japanese merchantmen had seen,
arching upward from the sea.
"All that the vast, two-day search uncovered
of the vessel described as . . . of about
50 tons gross and about 70 feel long, w·as
a mcdium-srled gasoline tank to whit·h "'ere
attarhcd some pieces of charred wood.
"In the way of further identification, all
Capt. Ohuchi had been able to offer authorrties were the figures "KC-13-ac" on the
side of the burning hull.
"Fifteen years aner, the mystery C?f KC13 remains just that. For no Canad1an or
American fishing vessels had bee.n reported
as missing or overdue at the lime of the
loss. and the figures given by Caft. Ohuchi
did not correspond with numbers o fishboats
of either nation. The only tangible clue, the
gas tank was forwarded to the RCMP in
Vancouve'r and eventually identified as having
come from the Nanaimo fishing cran Jo-Joe
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which ..·ent missing off Vancouver Island's
west coast on Oct. 30. 1957.
"At .first thought to be a company listing,
KC ·I J-ac has never been identified. RCMP
officials, .. hen contacted in 1963, said they
had no record of the white light. Up to that
date, the Jo-Joe's owner had not turned up
and it had been assumed that he was losi
with his boat. There was no mention of others
having been aboard.
'

·. t

~

~
~

' ,.

MToday. in 1972, the original questions are
sti II to be answered: What was the cause
of the fire that destroyed a 70-foot cran
in minutes? And, even more intriguing. what
was the mysterious white light that i1overed
over the scene, only to zoom away at the
Meitetsu Maru's chance arrival?"

5 ~ovember. Hobbs, New Mex:ico. (7:30p.m.)
Strange doings at Hobbs:
"At least four persons last night watched a mysterious ball of fire
hover in the air southwest of Hobbs. Some of the observers were
trained Civil Aeronautics Administration employees at the Hobbs Airport.
"One of the first to report the object was G.L. Carter of Atlantic
Camp, about four miles south of Hobbs, who called police in the
city.
"It is a light in the sky,' he said, 'and I think it needs checking.'
"Police immediately called the CAA station five miles west of Hobbs.
Nathen Dean, the communicator on duty, said that the object already
had been reported to CAA by a clerk for Continental Air Lines in the
same airport administration building a few minutes earlier, and was
under observation at that time.
'1be object was described on the CAA log:
'1930 hours (7:30p.m.) ----Unidentified light sighted
southwest of Hobbs, approximately 10 to 15 degrees above
the horizon. Light is reddish-blue, yellow and white in
color. Gradually lowering. Disappeared at 1940 hours.'
"Police identified the Continental Air Lines clerk v.ho first spotted
the light at the airport as Lene[?] Clmimlies [name not legible]. He
was quoted as estimating the light as hovering at 1,000 feet above
the earth, or about halfway between the ground and a cloudy overcast
at 2,000 feet.
"A$ seen with the naked eye, Dean told police, the light appeared
to have no positive shape and it moved at times and then stood
still.
'~illiam Neal Simpson, 1203 East Alston, acting chief communicator
at the C~~ station, today [Nov. 6th] said he believes the light seen
from the airport last night 'quite possible v.·as a refraction from a
flare in the oilfields.' He added that this type of phenomena from
reflected light is often seen under certain cloudy conditions. (161.)
5 November. Bilthoven, Holland. (7:40 p.m. European time)
From a I:utch source was this corrment: "At 7:.t0 p.m. a strange torpedo-shaped
object hovered over Bilthoven (Ulrecht) .... [it moved) from W.S.W. to an eastern
direction." (162.)
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5 November. Midland, Texas. (night)
"Cigar-shaped red light with a white rim." (See clipping)
5 November. New Orleans, Louisiana. (night)
"Astronomical wonders and other weird sights." (See clipping)
5 November. Hebron, Illinois. (night)
Six "somethings" above Hebron.
Our source tells us:
"Six UFO's were seen circling over Hebron during the evening.
The descriptions indicated the objects seemed to be rotating and
every once-in-a-while a flash of white, red and yellow would appear. The objects changed direction and color rapidly, moving
like a flash. Hebron Town Marshall George Waples said he and 20
or 30 other residents watched about an hour as the obj ects drifted and darted above. 'They seemed like moving lights, pretty
high up. The colors seemed to change regularly --red, green and
amber. .md the objects seemed to be turning, ' he said. 'The
first one --the largest one --came in from the southeast, fairly
fast. It headed north toward Milwaukee and then seemed to veer
east. The others seemed to be scattered about the sky with it."
(163.)
The Justice of the Peace at Hebron, Fred Mastin, told the press the objects
v;ould come on slowly: " ... and then would speed up, in spurts, then slow down
again and circled around." (164.)
5 November. Near Harvard, Illinois. (evening?)
"Follow that UFO!"
Reports came in so fast attempts to list them in the papers produced condensed accounts that could have used more explaining. The time of the event
was also often omitted. A case in point was the chase of a UFO by police cars
near the Illinois-Wisconsin State Line. The reason for the pursuit, apparently, was that the UFO passed a police car at a low altitude. (165.) The UFO
nust have been sailing along at a fairly slow speed if the officers thought
they could overtake it. For what its worth, the UFO in this case escaped and
was last seen heading toward Lake Geneva in Wisconsin.
5 November. Flat River, Missouri. (between 7:00-8:00 p.m.)
"A hundred feet long?"
According to the Flat River Journal:
"A mysterious glowing 'football -shaped' object was reported
seen by numerous persons in the county area last night between
7:00 and s ~oo p.m., with no definite ·Jfficial report on the
identity or description of the 'flying object.'
''Tile object was reported moving from east to west, apparently
made no noise and was reportedly at least a hundred feet in
length, ~o.·ith the brightest reddish glow coming f rom the lower
side of the object." (166.)
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''Space Visitors'' Are

lnvitea··to L.S.U. To -~
Talk, Sighted in Gulf
_

__

D.C., Roundup
I:ti (r:o• ···'::S s~ ,
:uov~~~r- 5, 1957

j

'Fiy.ing Saucers'
if xpbined Here
Telepc1ones jangled at police
and 11ewspa~r al-l
lioes .l:ist night wiUt rrporu al ,
; fly in;::
sat~rers ,
lwCII)d.,u and other weir¢ si&hls
In the sky.
.
.;. But the cause· ot iJ all was.OIIIyj
a routine· maneuver of m!l.ilai)o
·aircraft O\·er .the c:ily, the
l~aitic control cenli!r at 1'\ew Ocknas Airport soberly reported..
_ A spokesman at the airpart ·
said the ;>bnes • ·ere both jru
and U>e h"ge ~tuelinr tankers.
. used for air·te>air refuelinr. 1k
said a large nu!DIM!r ol pi
lrom reg ional · ba.;es were
\'01\·ed.
One report from JesS. R
~~~ez. nisht watchman with
mercia! Sol,·ents Cof1l. In
·,.y. u1<1 tho r.-... -_liKhta
round. sugge>t;\'c oC a llyillc
l'leadqu . l~tcrs

astronomie&ll
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5 November.

Various towns in Illinois.

There were several" reports from
Gibson City at -sighting a weird
Ciylng object.
At- Champaign, o woman who
asked not to be fdentltled said she
saw a ''cigar shaped" object In the
sky several weeks ago. Officials
ot a number of northeastern Illln·
ow communities Tuesday night re·
ported seeing as many as six small
ob.i ects hovering. In the sky~
i\t Harvard, Rlchmond,-' Hebronand severs! other towns masses of
people· turned out . to watch the
unidentified obi~ts overhead.
Six objects iWere reported seen
circling over Hebron. At nearby
Harvard. only -two were reported.
The descriptiOn Indicated the
objects seemed to be rotating and
e\"ery once-in-a-while a flash of
white, red and yellow would appear. The _objects changed direc·
tlon and color rapidly, moving
like a _flash.
_
__
.
Hebron town m;trshal George
Waples said he and 20 or 30 oth·
er residents watched about an
hour as a half dozen mysterious
olljects drifted and darted above.
"They seemed -like moving lights.
pretty high up. The colors seemed
to change regularly - red.. green
and amber. And tlie objects seem·
ed to be turning," he said.
"The first one the largest
one - came In from the south·
east, fairly fast. It headed north,
toward Milwaukee, and then
seemed to veer east. The others
seemed to be scattered about the
sky with it."

Paxton, Illinois
Record
6 November 57

(See clipping)

Report Seeing
'Whatniks' in Sky
Many resldenta of McHenry and
Walworth counties reported see·

inC otrange objecta lu

th• lky
Tuesday night. They · were repori·
ed as being of varloU. colors .;....
blue, green, red, yellow and amber.
..
..
Sheriff Harry Herendeen of Me·
He1u7' county joined hb . patrol
when it waa reported that. an ob·
jeet bad landed near a school In
Ringwood. However, a search fall·
ed to locate anvthlng.
The sheriff lind five squad cars
were In Richmond for a time the
' same evenln11 . when objecta were
sighted directly above the truck
weighing station on Route 12 between Richmond and Genoa City,
Will.
Don Liston, Richmond nlllht policeman. said be saw the objecta
over the station about 8:30 p. m.
They flashed green and amber 1
lights, but made .no sound. He es· ·
tlmated their height at 2,000 to
3,000 feet. They appeared trianiiU·
lar In shape . to him, and aometim• were stationary and at other
times mavin~~: at :various speeds
At HebtUh, tl ill ·reported that
many persons oaw the drl1Un1 and
darUng objects.
.
Experts dillcount that the "whatn.lks" were "sputniks" or "fl:v:lr-f
saucers," but who. knows? Boy
pua the .the vodka!

Richmond,Ill.Gazet~
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5 November. Augusta, Georgia. (evening)
· p1ant?"
·~stery ball over atom1c
. "A1'rbase alert?"

(See clipping)

5ftw ll Twice
lied b . i
d ......_
plaat after 1M laa ca
> 1 J. T. Jamea o1 oear Alllm told
Tile Cllronlele.
; th~ Cbi'Oalde'a biiJ'UU there that
T1w nperacor. W. L. ·Hartle' of •i ht aaw tbe ob)«l twice.
..
}
Aututa. aald be eotdd bot penon-~ Jamea alao d~rlbed 11 11
ally tilt ob)«t. .H~ ldded . "ciur.. hapecl ." He aaid It a~
.
·'
; boftftl'. that the eottalrcran ar· \ pea~ to be hoverloe about U
.
Ullery unit attaebed to the pint mllrs 110 uth of Aikt11 Uie ftnt time
bad alerted Dobbloa Aar Fo~ .! he aaw it. Lookine ou with him.
base at Marietta . Planf'lO b~ \1 be added. were hts wile, their
at Cbarleaton . S C .. normally Pt· chUdt·en and two or three nell•
All lrrraft control and wunlna ; tnll the plant area.
bon.
alt a~ IJkee. la•t night rt110rttd·\· Early viewP.rs of the " red ball"
Ja~ aald the ob~t would •
b' "c:detacted'" an unldenUfled ob· •aid they aaw It movloc !tOm pear "ver, brtlht. thea ~
._. • Ita radar acrfta and an : soulll to north . Lat~r . howt'IP«. to amber color aod eo ovt eaa1>
Air Foree alert wu aaid tn hav~ persoDS -~~~~ it aakl It appeared pletely occaaionally."
-.
!lift . laued lmmedtat•lv .
to be atatiODery t'rom atop tbe
He said th~ tleCOad Ume be
Wblla many Aurustana hart Nf!Wa Buildlac b~re th~ Uctll ~ viewed 11. th~ object had cbur.t
btllned the obj...,t wu a "rrr! ' peered CO be about ltv~ dtlll'tn I ita pooltion entirely and appell"ttd
11a11• visible In tbe dlr~Uon or above the horl10n .
II to ~ In th~ directloo of Aurun..
!be Sannnah Rlvrr Pl•nl. early
.u,.n '"Sllnry'" Object
1 Hr satd he aod bta family uMII a
reporta of that at beln& "'aome· The Chroalcle aewsroom r~IW.S! ! " cheap'" art of blaoculan. watebtbtDr out of · th~ ordinary" ap- •everal calla cone.nln&the lllht.li!ngthe object uatU It dlaappeued
parently wue dlaproved ahortly Two callera. however, dlcf aot ap·' over tbe horu.oa.
before 1 o'clock this morn Ina . pareolly see the aame object vlnr·
'"Clear Aa Crntal''
A CbnJnlde etaffer. aent out on ed by th~ majority. Ei~bt·re••·
Carll..an&ley, a Cbi'GIIlele ttafler
I · '"IUI'Vf)'," aald he believed the old Ja~kl• Ann Ch~eborou1b 1't"- . at Aiken. aald he drove teYeral
•fed ban• wu 1 ll&ht •top • 110rted throu1h her motller alabt· mlleo uat of Alltea about 10 p,Jil,
,~..;.k.m. !I.C. wmr. tanll.
·_. lac a '"looc all very thin& .. wltb but 1 aw oothloc out of tbt onlio l
·lteaawtule. llowever, two · re· · blaclt 111011 that looked like wla· a.ry lo a · &kl' .. aa cleu 11 ell'..
p.rta of a "'loac lllvery. clear· dowa" over her home nn Bem· tal.'"
~l-ped" ofl)eet ·""ere ctve11 The mana R011d. Th~ child, ber mother
Gme ow~n•. who helda The
~bronlele . Olle wu lrom an 8· aald. waa ··utremely upw-t '" ~Y Chronicle buruu iu Horae Creelt
~roilld Aululta .llrl, the other what abe aaw. A i-year ·old pliY· Valley. drove aa far ai the K•
It""" a ·• .u~ 111-M.IIzn. · :Jt mate, with her at the lime. con· Plant barricade. Guarcla COld him
~ military ualt at Alku. al· firmed the . atory told by Jackie th~re. h~ aald. that they bad
lldala of wblcb refllaild to . com· Ann. The little &lrl. h~r motbtr : •~n 00 obj...,t but had lleanl reo
_ , 011 thltr find. wu aoUfled aald, drew a plctvre of what abc . pOrta of one .
.
4 lilt ···Ted ball" by a t~ephoee reportedly aaw.
.Early this morotnc, 1 "ham•'
~~..,. 11 the . at01nk: enero
" It looked like • lon1. cia•~: ' radio operator called The Cbroal•
'fhe 111LVEL P . .e II
c.baped tblDJ with black window• . cl~ Ill IIIIOM that Mveral oper..
L - - - - - - - - - - . . . . ; . :··: Mra. CheeMboroucb told 1 be ton In thla area had reportec~Ji
........_ Cbroolde.
'"bad trouble" wltb tbatr racUe
Mia ••,.,.,., power" at ..._.,...,,
He aleo 11kl they expertnoed "a
lDt of atatle ud lnt•m.-:• 1
&WI another operator aald Ill
btl bad ••ao tr.:ubl4l al all.,"
~~
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5 :-lovember. Eagle River, Wisconsin. (evening?)
"Shoots sparks."
..mother of the many reports that stood out was the report of Kathy Bloom,
17, ~ho ~itnessed a UFO with her parents at Eagle River, a location far to
the north in Wisconsin. The UFO "shot sparks around the sky[?]." (167.)
5 November. Dunnotar, Transval, South Africa. (evening)
A foreign source states:
" ... a large cylindrical object --the third UFO sighted in five
days --tracked by searchlights of the local South Africa Air Force
Station on the night of November 5th . The object withdrew behind
clouds when the searchlight beams struck it, observers said. Air
Force officials refused to conrnent." (168.)
The rest of the reports up to midnight have exact times .
5 November. Richmond, Illinois. (8:30p.m.)
''Boy, pass me the vodka!"
A reporter marveled at the Tuesday night UFO activity:
·~~Y residents of MCHenry and Walworth counties reported seeing
strange objects in the sky Tuesday night. They were reported as
being of various colors --blue, green, red, yellow and amber.
"Sheriff Harry Herendeen of ~lcHenry county joined his patrol
when it ~as reported that an object had landed near a school in
Rin~ood.
However, a search failed to locate anything.
'1be sheriff and five squad cars were in Richmond for a time the
same evening when objects were sighted directly above the truck
weighing station on Route 12 between Richmond and Genoa City,
Wisconsin.
''Don Liston, Richmond night policeman, said he saw the objects
over the station about 8:30p.m. They flashed green and amber
lights, but made no sound. He estimated their height at 2,000 to
3,000 feet . They appeared triangular in shape to him, and some
times w·ere stationary and at other times 100ving at various speeds.
"At Hebron, it is reported that many persons saw the drifting
and darting objects.
"E.-"<perts discount that the 'whatniks' were 'sputniks ' or 'flying
saucers,' but who knows? Boy, pass me the vodka!" (169.)
5 November. Near San Antonio, Texas. (9:30p.m.)
Car engine -stopped dead. Headlights went out. Radio quits.
In a story headlined "S.A. MAN 'SEES' TEXNIK" we learn that:
"Lon Yarbrough Wednesday claimed he'd seen outside San Antonio
the unidentified flying object that has puzzled Americans from
Levelland to the gulf.
·~arbrough, 39, a civilian cook at Lackland AFB who lives at 838
Marquette, said he saw the object in a field off the old Frio City
road at about 9:30 p .m. Tuesday .
·~arbrough said he ~as driving his 1957 ~~rcury home when his
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radio quit playing. Then his lights dimmed. He looked across a field
and about ZOO yards away he saw what he described as a glaring white
light --'like a big neon.'
'1hen he claimed his auto engine stopped dead.
·~e said he stared at the white light for about 10 seconds. He es~
timated it was 60 feet long and 'egg shaped.' Suddenly it shot up into the air, he said. At about 60 feet, he claimed, it leveled off and
crossed the road just ahead of his car.
"It was headed southeast, he claimed. He said he could not estimate
its speed.
'He said it made a 'whistling' noise when it went overhead.
'He said he felt a blast of hot air at the same time.
'1be object remained visible for only a few seconds, Yarbrough said,
then disappeared. He said he didn't know what happened or where the
light went.
·~hen it disappeared, he said, his lights and radio came on again. He
tried the auto's starter, the engine caught and he fled, he added. He
said: 'I was scared. Fact is, I'm still scared today."' (170.) ·
5

~ovember.

Near New Castle, Indiana.

(10:10 p.m. )

(See clipping)

5 November. Between Hobbs and Carsbad, New Mexico. (11:00 p.m.)
"Car motor began acting up --coughing."
Yet another report of car trouble and UFOs:
" ... an unidentified 21-year-old New Mexican clerk and a friend were
returning to Hobbs from Carlsbad on highway 180. About 38 miles
west of Hobbs, the two men noticed a 'reddish colored' light north
of the road. 'Of course we both thought at first it was an oilfield
flare that burns in that area, as it remained in sight for the next
nine or ten miles,' the driver told the Hobbs Daily News-Sun, which
printed the story the following day under eight-column doUDle banner
headlines.
'"Then, while we were both watching it, the light suddenly rose
straight up into the sky. We could not tell how high, because we
could not judge how far away from us it actually was.' As they continued toward Hobbs, the object travelled parallel to them north of
the high>;ay. 'I was getting pretty scared about that time and kept
speeding up, trying to get away from it. I finally reached a speed
of about 90 miles per hour when the light suddenly turned toward my
car and passed directly overhead while we were about a mile west of
the Permian Basin Pipe Line plant. At the exact moment it was over
us, my car motor began acting up --coughing and missing. At the
same time the lights suddenly went out. Then the motor quit altogether. I put the car in neutral and coasted all the way to the
l>bnument Road on highway 180. ~ty friend kept watching the light and
he told me it had passed over us and seemed to hover over the Basin
Pipe Line Plant, remaining there maybe seven or eight minutes. I
coasted nearly to a stop and then tried my starter. The motor· caught ·
and the lights came back on. I drove on into Hobbs.' The following
morning, he said his car battery \\as dead and the dashboard clock
had stopped." (171.)
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r~a-,; Harva1a astronomer may
think. ·all ·.tile strange ."wha-tn-iks"
people have ·been spottin-g in. the

air these nights are mirages and
" ·a oother f}ylur. I~IM!t' ·t;eare" but
we exp~t t:hO&e N£w Lisbon cesideots, for example, must feel a
little differently about it. We
kliow illiS'Olti.telj n~g for sure
aboot wbat these. strange objects
mifht be <which is . :.vl\~ , we presume most people know about
diem. .noth"inll) . .and
we . can
say. a that ' It . the goyernment

au .

ooES 1u10w 'iomiithini · &bout u. ·

they certainii ought to . speak up
eDit tell u.s ·and right now. :Seems
~bere would be nothing to lose
and eyeeything to gain by sucll a

disclosure.
•

•

0

•

•

.On the surface It just seelllll · im·
pOisible-: that several people could
be sc,. Wr-ong since the reports r.f
tile New Lisbon residents who
late Tuesday night observed a
la'l'l;e -, hu~ 11bout_. the '-size. ·of a
hii\Jse···· ltfAgtng motionless over
tlaem tor a · fl!" lft'ii111~ at about
tree-toP height ud then take off
tally quite well with . similar .reports from ('.IDlbrldge City . and
Greens 'Forti Dan Barlow;· one of
the persons who saw it,' said the
object was so close he could have
hJt It with a BB gun.. Manin
Wisehart,
esaistant
Straughn
buketball coach, was another in
the group who mast think it's
more than a mirage since the
strange object focused a light
down on the· ground between his
car and another In tlie ·group retiUDing from · the · Straughn· MI.
Summit game.. Auyway, it's made
sky watchers out of some people
wbo probably ordinarily · nenr
look up.

NeW C!! stl e , Ind.
Hews-Rep.
NOV 8 1957

Cage Fm~s See
Flying Objects
Near New Castle
NEW

CI\STLE.

Ina;.;

II~

A

en rou te home from a high
cchool hosl:ethall game reported
T ue<<lay ni• ht a tl yi nr. object
"· hich " looked like · . --h ilr mrat
platter" hovered over t heir auto·
mobiles.
·
Mrs. J asper Ba t·low. New
bon. sa id she a nd her two chil·
dre n. David a nd Sylvia. were
dtivms:: home from a game be·
t•.1•cen St raul!hin and Mount
Summit when t he object att.ract· 1
cd then· o ttcnllon.
S h e :;;;t id oth ~ r cnrs ill the pa r·
~ro up

Li•·

ty, inclttd in!! one in w hich M ar-

vin Wisehnrt. ns<istant hnsketba ll conch nt Stra u~hn , was
rictins::. stopped wh ile the fright•
ened oceu11a n ts ca zed at the ohje_c t.
~ I rs . Barlow 'a id t he object
hnd a " bi ~ li ~; ht " on the bottom
t ha t fl icke red on a nd off. T he
ob.iect hun g motionless above the
car and made no noise. David
said it was "close enoul!h to hit
with a BB ~un. "
F inally the object moved away,
tra iled by at least two smaller
objects. ~Irs . Barlow said.
At first the motorists feared
the engines on their cars would
stop. because they had read that
happened cl,;cwhere recently to
vehicles ncar such objects. But
~-fr:'. Barl'lw said the motor on
her cnr Wil 5' not a {(er. t cd.
GOSHEN, INO .. NEWS
Clrc. D. 7,483

Nov

s
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S-6 November.

Long John's radio program.

(late night)

The JWerican public deserved better. After another spectacular day of UFO
reports, authorities had yet to explain the mystery to people's satisfaction.
The man on the street was becoming concerned --very concerned.
Before drifting off to sleep, one could tune into Long John Nebel's late
night talk show out of New York. The radio program played a tape recording
made by Reinhold Schmidt detailing the man's claims about encountering "space
people" at Kearney, but that story had so many holes it was just entertainment. Where was the in depth news reports by the major networks?
Donald Keyhoe was not amused by Schmidt. The NICAP director knew that the
wild tale ~uuld provide many newsmen with an excuse to switch back to a silly
tongue-in-cheek tone when writing up UFO sightings. (172.)

APPENDIX
Last minute additions .
:DNE$DAY, NOVEMBER 6,

!

Fiyin9.t~i_ghts.~ :.
Are -S•ghted .- t

_
By Jioqsiers ·: .~ ·
~1(0· ._c;d~ rlP?
~ .

/ .. -- ~..·- ·. - --~··· · -: ·

.

· : ·~ '~ ' :t

·,

: unidentified •flying ·objeeb
laced tli~ . sky over' tndlaiua and
Michigan Tlie'sday' night.· .· . . .:
A .W.abash buslneu 'man arid
his wife reported a glowing
white light within a circle of
small-lights passed over their
home three times.
· '
. Two women near Cam- .
bridge City and a man near ;
Greensfork reported lndepend- ·
ently what appeared to be the
same phenomenon over Wayne
County.
. .... . ; .
·
Describes It .;
James Weesner, 30 , assistant
manager . of a Wabash finance ·
company, said glowing white
light 'l'assed three times over ,
the· barn at his home · near ·
:Jtoann, disappe;oring ·:between :
panes. · He· did . not ilee 'the ,
llllTOunding circle . •of . :lights ·

:a

~~~~->

-· ·: , ·- . . .· '

. ,Weesner said _the Hght · ~s
Itr!v!lijJii~
~Ic-,Q-=to ~:be; 11
a_,plane , and fhe only 10und
waa a .1ow ' pitched, pulsating_
..whine or hum, 'qulte unlike the·
10und of a plane motor. ·His
_wife ~a!~ sh~ _saw . the 114~e

. IiCht. ' . ' ' ·...-,.: .. _,, . ,' .•

' -- :l

· · ·. These Are Triangles ··i' ·
· Mrs. Lloyd Wickes and Mrs.
Robert Wickes, living . near
Cambridge City, reported two
triangular objects with lights
passed over them toward the
east, hanging ·a lmost motion- .
less In the sky for a .· short
tune.
. ·.
John Gilmer of Greenlfork 1
reported seeing similar objects :
some :distance away, t«:~ward ~
Cambridge City. The · time, .
direction and details of his rep«:~rt tallied with that of the
Cambridge City women. . 1·· .
Robert Hugel of Saginaw,
Mich., · said · he ·w81 · drlvln'g
fr«:~m Saginaw to ·Freeland on
the Kochville Road when he
saw an object In the sky. ..

i

Bright As Sun ·.-.-. '""
Hugel told Saginaw pollee ·
that the object was ."a brilliant
space ship, as brilliant as the ·
sun, traveling over the southem hemisphere.,. · . -r . 1, : :·
· Bay City police spiked re"
Ports of space sbips and sputniks over thetr area Tuesday
night. Police · said ·calls were
receive~ from numbers of wor-•1
rled restdents. .
··. .
But authorities said the people apparently :saw only . the
reflection of ·a searchlight on
a cloud bank. The searchlight
was advertising the .opening of
a new Store· !n .Bay City.

Albuquerque, New Mex ico
Albuquerque Jomnal
NO\"ember 6, l~ST

Man, Wbman See
Mystery Objects

1

OllA.NGE OR? -

A drlnr of 1 hu«e h1ullnc
von roparted sceln 1 1 lor go
, mystorlous light In the sky
"about live milrs southwest t)f
Albuquerque Tuesdoy night.
He said It was "obout tho
:siu · ot I hnwu~."
Delbert ~o)'d ol Kellyvlllo,
Okt;~~ .. drh,. er ot a Bckin Vans
Lin• tMJck, said the mysteriout
11«ht __: which. he nw about.
7:15 p.m. - oltemoted bright
and dim. It appeared to bnd
so ut hwl"~t ot the cit)', he J.il id.
no,·d's si«hllng of 1 mystcri·
ouJ i i ~ht was tht !lccond reported in the Albuquerque area
Tursd:~y. Earlier an .Albuquer·
lque woman said she uw a
lround colden h411 "brighter
th:.n the aun'" in. the western
•kY Monday <Von•n(.
•
Mrs. Dole Van Fleet," ~~54
Dol Sur SW, ••id she si11hted
the object alter 7 p.m. and had
~one outdoors to brine In the
1
cloth~• just before 1 atorm
. blew up. It wu sprinkling at
:the time.
"The object juot hun11 In the
isky," sht sold. "ll oppeared
porgcr thon the lull moon and
wu about half way up In the

Saucers ti(.,/.s7 .
'Glow' in
I
lllichlgan
BE::O."TO:-< HARBOR - lA'! Reports of a rainbow-h)-led flying saucer made the rounds
here· Wednesday.
1\Irs: Dan Stolflo reported ,
sighting a.n o r a n g e - reddish
gla.w in trees near her farm
home outside Eau Claire. eight
miles· east of Benton Harbor,
about 7 p.m. Tuesday.
s tolflo said the li g h t went
righ.t on up abo''" the trees and
m o~ ed off b lin kin g un d~f a.n
orange h alo.
1
~.At Lake 1\llchlgan Beach, 1
Mrs. Yirginia J e we II a.nd
Betty Ann :IIartin reported ;
olghting a somewhat similar
object around 1 p.m.
llut they said the "object"
gu·e off a greenish glow andJ
ho\'ered in the sky before dart·

I

Mrs.l

I

ing ._off.

l

II

lhea.vtnJ."

·

.

She uld otter wotc~lnc It
'outdoors lor 1 lew minutes
she went Indoors. Then becomlnc 'curious, ahe went to the
window to look 111ain. But it
wu «one. ahe said.
•·
Site uld ohe sow It lor
about five minutes while ot:tt•
doors.

I
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: Whatnik ii{Col.orddo!·
a~d

J~se ._·A1ex3.nde.r,l

Ouonl,.l• co"''""cl""'«
. .Mrs·:
Ah·in-Currenl rt;>orts of' Mr. and ~In J. E; Alennder,
·flying objecu._. "whatnik_$" ..an~ Sr:;_.\!r•. ~nd !l~n_,_A._~.:...\rebll.
mysterious li~hts have ~iven Mr. and Mr.. R. E. Strick..lln,j
some Alvin residenu the op- Chester McKithan,. ·'C-har-les II
.
.
Scars, all nf Alvin, and ·1.tr.
p~rtun1ty or rcnew1ng-'!!l ar· and Mrs:
A. Orm•bY ofl
.. ....
2ument which st>rted in the 1Center..
1
Colorado mount a ins near: -_ _....;:-'--......;.·- - - - - '

·c:

Guuni~on.

While nn a huntin~ trip re·
ccntlr. Alfred farrell. Joe
nudley, Jcphson an~ Charles
nu~lcy,
all of Ah·in. and
Bruce Lnoper of Texas City
, were startled by "the bright·
es! li~ht we've ever seen."
Watchin~ an object hover·
ing alon;: the 'ed~e of a ridge,
I 1.000 feet hi~h in the mountains, the hunters described
it as round. flat. sli~htly coneshaped and surrounded by
red and green li~hL<. They
· watched It through telescope
si~hts on their rifles.
The four returned to their
lodge and told the story to
other Alvin resident.. in the •
party.
Sides were chosen with the j
scoffers arguin~ the believers. t
During the past three days,
the believers have strong sup· :
port Cor their argument.· Re·!
porls oC similar objects h:avQ ~
come from Alamogordo, N.M.. ·
Levelland, Texas, and from a !
Coast Guard ship in lhe Gulf. •
Others in tile Colorado
huntinc party were Mr. and t
Mrs. Alfred Farrell. Mrs. I
Dudley, Mrs.· Jtphson.-Mr. •

Left:
Interesting sighting that took
place near the town of Gunnison
in the Colorado ~bnntains.
Gunnison is southwest of
Denver about 100 miles.
Below:
Game marketed in 1957 to
keep kids happy during long
road trips.
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A r~upte oC un\L<uol rrport•:
What d'ya know? Pal Jlrnderson
... ,.,.., the Ruldc>Jo Nn.·r a ll"'ter
not lone aso about roncDI'\Intinn.
Jle submitted It to the Saturday
Ennint Port and tM editors ar<rpled II lor \L•e on their humor
pa1e. ~pu~ SM'tpls." Pat Is the
Dap0i>1 m!nbto" at Ttrur.e. . . .
11111'. [dith Jolu11cin and 1\lrs. Bobbit S~!n, rrturnlnt from Clovis
late Sunda_v. not.-d a strans" JI<>W •
In the low hanchllt douds •• they
approached Ro•wtll, ond rxperien<ed somr . of the rame qu<rr
thlnp others who hav" btm ob!l<'n-inr •..,·ha!nlks" fl_vlnc around
Lt-nllond and Central Nrw 1'1<-xl<o. Th<-lr ear llcbts rputtered ·aM
. went out. Tht lllh&. ralne back on
and while· lh~ ·ate In ·a dtr>!nK
room In R.,..,.·l'll, !had the IIcht. Ins .me.-ked ·at ia ,f.rrvlc:eo ·station.
-The .illation tO:d .them lbere was
'nothlnt ,.·raris "''llh ~ llcht.s..•

._ ... -~~-~~·'~ l{Z:_:.:L~i{_:·~- .:::_·_·=~._~-.:__ -

Near Roswell, New Mexico
Late Sunday, 3 November s·

Belated report:
(11:00 p.m. )
2 November. Near Littlefield, Texas.
The town of Littlefield is 30 miles directly north of Levelland. This incident was supposed to have taken place a half hour after the Pedro Siado encounter on Route 116 near Levelland that same evening:
"An .Amherst couple, Mr. and Mrs. Comer Hall of Route 1, .Amherst, revealed today an additional sighting Saturday night of the Levelland
'flying object.'
'Mr. and Mrs. Hall, 9! miles north of Littlefield, reported seeing
the object about 11 p.m. when they returned home from a wedding in
Slation.
'1bey described it as a fireball in the sky south and little to the
east of Littlefield. It looked like an egg-shaped balloon but was
nuch brighter than the lights of a plane, they said.
·~o the left of the fireball, and a short distance away at the same
height was a smaller, bluish-green object that seemed to come and go
at intervals while the larger object remained 'very bright at all
times,' Mr. and Mrs. Hall said. The second object was about a tenth
the size of the fireball, they said.
"The fireball did not appear to be moving at a high rate of speed,
but was 'traveling away from us most of the time,' they said.
'1be object first moved west and then turned directly south, according to Mr. and Mrs. Hall .
"It appeared to be a few miles directly east of Littlefield ,,hen it
was first sighted but may have been farther south, they said."
Source: Lubbock, Texas.
Lubbock Journal
7 November 1957
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Air·For_
ce Radar

·Seeks ft\ystefy .
'Object' In Sky .
WASHJNGTQ~{: _
Nov. 5 (INS)-The air force alerted
. -Ita- nauonwide. -radar:Jletwor-k .jP4ay . to watch for ~•
"brilltal\t mystery object'' that has oeen (!pOrted--fly.·
lng In a crazy pattern over· Texas, New Mexico and
the Gulf of Mexico ,in the last .two -days.
·
Air force orrlcials said the latest $lghtings -have been
placed in an unexplained category pending investiga·
lion, although they ~autioned that 98 per cent of such
reports· have natural explanations and none has- -ever
·· . ·
·hivolved ·nationar security, j

· THE AiDT coillddec{witll the skipper· oi the·. Stbado, sai4· tile
release ol lA ollicial dispatch IDI middlt: !II tile ~A! Mexico ~y
· U.S. Coast Guard · headquarten loday.
···
·
·
.• ~
reportla1 Jhat · the cutter Sebado .
·. · .
· '·. - .
: )1&4 ·.:onucted-dle str&.Q&e-object . _CoJ!ldr• . Clarence K. Wanns.
MYeral times by racbr · over. tile "Tiinf to OIUECI ..Da· bit! ,

