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OCTOBER-DECEMBER
1 October. Evansville, Indiana. (4:55p.m.)

UFO hovers over house? (See clipping right)

·Youth-Repo'rlf
Flying 0bjecf\
I

1 October. Spencer, Iowa (morning)
"60 feet above the ground."

According to a local newspaper:
"The flying saucer disputes of a few years ago, comparatively
quiet recently, broke out in Spencer again this weekend when a
brilliantly-lighted object was observed by a number of persons in
the sky east of Spencer.
"First to see the object early Saturday morning were Roger
Olson and Fran Wilbur, both of Spencer.

"They were driving near Ruthven when the brilliant object
swooped in from the north, crossed over them and then returned
from the south. The two reported the incident immediately upon
arriving in Spencer.
"Ben Decker and Homer Runge of the Spencer police department obtained field glasses and a powerful telescope and spent
nearly an hour and one half observing it.
''Decker reported that the object had a shape similar to a fat
cigar. It displayed a brilliant white glow from the center, and a
bluish light from the perimeter.
"The Sioux Falls Weather Bureau in a conversation with the
reporter Saturday night, indicated that there were no known
weather or observation balloons in the area at the time. A schedled balloon release from Sioux Falls Friday might had been cancelled because of unfavorable weather conditions at the time discounted the possibility of a balloon from Minneapolis.
"The observers indicated that the object hovered at times, then
would slide up and down, forward and backward. The light
would, upon occasion become dim and would then re-appear in
its original brilliant state. The object when it returned to hover
over Olson's car was reported to be about 60 feet above the
ground." (1.)
2 October. Seattle, Washington.

1

,gh~~~~~h~~eM ,\J
Grand, says he saw a " flying,
saucer," hovering over his homei
about 4:55 p.m. yesterday .
. A companion. Larry Haley,
also lG, says he also saw whatever, It was. ·
Smith ltnd Haley, 1229 ,E. Indiana, said the unident ified fl ying
object looked like a "bi g, silver 1
pencil with red tail ligh ts. "
Smlth. the son of Mr. and Mrs. ·
Curtis Smith, said he was in his
backyard when he saw Jt, "about

300 teet atralght up in the air."

motionle~s. parallel to the
rrotind, .and about 60 feet long.
He said .he called to young
Haley, standing on the steps of
the Smith residence, telling him
to look up.
Haley, son of Mrs. Patricia
Haley, said he saw what looked
Jik~ "a pencil on Its side with
blunt ends and flash ing tail
lights."'
Haley said he thought the object, · "whatever it wa5," was
·~40 feet long.
,
Neither youth reported seeing
any windows or openings. The
object made no noise, they said.
About 40 seconds after Sm,ith
observed the object, he said,
·"It went straight up, still on its
aide." He ·said "it went up slow
at flrst, then fast."
The boys agreed It was out ot
alght in a few seconds.
·
They said they didn't believe
they had seen a plane.
.
(No other residents of the block
reported seeing anything unusual.)
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The •Federal Aviatlon Agency
eontrol tower reported no aircraft ·"in the alr ot an unusuiLI
nature," at that time. Weather!
Bureau ofllcials said they had
leased no weather balloons immediately ·prior tO the reported ,

re-J

stlhtinr, ·
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West Coast "invaded?''
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The editor of the UFO/ogy Bulletin, John Weigle, had the following comment:
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"Washington and California had more than their share ofUFO sightings
this month if reports reaching UB [UFO/ogy Bulletin] offices are any indication
of a general trend. Reports from APRG [Gribble's group] Seattle, and a sighting in Bulletin's 'own back yard' seem to indicate that the West Coast may be
in for a new rash of saucer sightings.
"The Seattle Post Intelligence reported on October 2nd that Icsaquah realtor
G.O. Harris had reported that 'a ball of light, blindlingly bright, bobbed in the
sky, then disappeared behind Tiger Mountain.' " (2.)
The military reported pickin§ up strange targets the same night. The Hercules Tracking
Radar at Site 13, Battery D, 43r Artillery, Seattle WN, made both visual and electronic contact with "something." Visually the objects were round, blue-white in color, and the size of a
quarter at arm's length. Not much was recorded about the visual contact. The radar target
report is more detailed. A military teletype message reads:
"UFO REPORT. NUMBER OF OBJECT VISUALLY SIGHTED IS UNKNOWN. ELEVATION OF FIRST OBJECT ON RADAR WAS APPROXIMATELY TEN DEGREES AND AZIMUTH APPROXIMATELY ONE
HUNDRED NINETY DEGREES. LAST OBJECT ON RADAR OBSERVED
AT TWENTY DEGREES ELEVATION AND ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY
DEGREES AZIMUTH. THE FIRST OBJECT WAS VISUALLY OBSERVED
AT APPROXIMATELY TEN DEGREES IN ELEVATION AND APPROXIMATELY NINETY IN AZIMUTH [Matching the radar return exactly.]
"WHEN LAST OBSERVED OBJECT AT APPROXIMATELY TWENTY
DEGREES ELEVATION AND ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY DEGREES
AZIMUTH.
"FLIGHT PATTERNS WERE ERRATIC. RANGE WOULD CHANGE
FROM FOUR THOUSAND YARDS TO EIGHT THOUSAND YARDS AND
AZIMUTH FROM ONE HUNDRED NINETY DEGEES TO ONE HUNDRED
SEVENTY DEGREES. OBJECTS SEEMED TO FADE FROM SCOPE AND
VISUAL CONTACT WHEN FINALLY LOST. THERE WAS AT LEAST
ONE OBJECT ON SCOPE DURING THE THREE HOUR PERIOD OF RADAR CONTACT. VISUAL CONTACT WAS DISRUPTED BY INTERMITT ANT FOG WHICH MOVED IN APPROXIMATELY ONE AND ONE HALF
HOURS AFTER THE INITIAL SIGHTING." (3.)
Another curious thing about the radar targets was that the blips ''usually appeared in pairs."
(4.)
3 October. Arlington, Washington. (4:00-4:50 am.)
More from the Seattle area:
"The Arlington, Washington, police chief and his family reported a peculiar,
bright white light in the sky at 4 am., October 3rd,. according to Seattle radio,
TV, and UP offices.
"An officer woke the chief, who watched the object until4:50 a.m., when it
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shot directly upwards and disappeared." (5.)
3 October. Nanamio, British Columbia, Canada. (night?)
A brief mention-in the press said many persons on Vancouver Island spotted a brilliantly
lighted object that seemed to be hovering. At least 15 persons at Nanamio, which is due west
from the city of Vancouver on the mainland, reported the UFO. (6.)
3 October. 150 miles due northofthe Azores. (4:30p.m.)
Radar/visual UFO report by the officers and men of the USS Chambers:
"At the time of the UFO sighting, Mr. B---[name on file in NICAP records]
was in the U.S. Navy performing duty on a radar picket ship-The Destroyer,
USS Chambers (DER 391) -located at an observation post 150 miles due north
of the Azores in the North Atlantic Ocean. He was a member of the deck crew
and one of his duties was to stand radar watch. As regarding the exact date of
the sighting, he could not remember except that it took place in 1959 and on the
day after an eclipse of the sun. The eclipse of the sun for this area took place
on October 2, 1959, thus the date ofthe sighting was October 3, 1959. The
weather was cloudy with heavy overcast at 5,000 feet.
"Mr. B--- had just come off watch at 4:30p.m. and was below deck when the
UFO was sighted. He was called up on deck to see it by a friend. The UFO was
approximately 1,000 feet from the stem of the ship at an altitude of about 500
feet. It was the size of a basketball held at arms length and looked like a pulsating bright red ball of fire. No details could be made out from behind the glow
although it was felt that the object was solid. No sound was heard. It followed
the destroyer for about an hour, matching its speed of 15 knots and remaining in
the same position. It left the area by moving straight up at an estimated speed
of200 miles per hour and disappeared into cloud cover at about 5,000 feet.
"Everyone who was able came up on deck to view the object. Mr. B--- did
not photograph it but he thinks some crewmen did although he could not remember for certain. When asked what his and the other's reactions were to seeing
this object, he said that everyone found it hard to believe that it really was there
and was trying to find some rational explanation for it - such as some atmospheric
phenomena. All were excited. No attempt was made to fire upon it. Proper
authorities were notified of its presence with them. There were no other ships or

planes within a 300 mile area at that time. It was acknowledged that the ship's
Air-Search Radar had tracked the object." (7.)
4 October. Pacific Grove, California (daytime)
''Burned through the clouds."
A Mr. McPartland claimed:
"I was out raking our lawn, and in the southeast, I saw a blue white light; at
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first I thought it was a meteor, but it was
clearly a disk, and it had a long white tail.
It burned through the clouds where it went.
It made no sound and crossed from horizon
to horizon in abOut 10 seconds.
"I've seen jet exhausts, searchlights,
meteors, satellites, aurora and weather
balloons, and this was totally different. It
did not flicker or vibrate.
"It was seen also by my two brothers,
and people who came over to watch TV."
(8.)
4 October. Geraldine, New Zealand.
A strange object was seen by the residents
of Geraldine on Wednesday the 4th. No details
are available but according to a local newspaper
it was similar to what zoomed over the nearby
town of Fairlie on Sunday, the 8th. (9.)

MEDFORD, ORE.
MAIL-TRIBUNE
D. 18,088

The Redmond case "explained." "Flying
saucer party." (See clipping right)
5 October. Macon, Georgia.

(night)

''Erratically moving."
Adding to the interest of this report is
other reports made on the following days:
''Around 500 persons watched
two strange objects move in the
sky. The points of light were described as' ... multi-colored, errat-

cally moving objects at a great
height. .. ' Officials at Robins Air
Force Base spotted the objects just
north of the base, but they did not
appear on radar scopes. They estimated their height a five to six
thousand feet and their speed varied.
The sighting lasted several hours."
(10.)
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Not Venus Again!
:
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The mystery of the "'bdpg ga~ers" report,.
· ed in Redmond and in BenJ recentfy appears to
to have been solved.
i
When the first "saucer" appeared, it attract.ed attention over . the entire west. On that oecuion the object was 'spotted in the dawn heavens; It appeared to be moving. Yet it was observed over a period of an hour.
..
Last Sunday, a number of Redmond residents
joined in a "flying saucer party." Present were
news people, a photographer, police and a repreSentative of the FFA. They viewed a bright
[object in the east.
I

5 October. Bend, Oregon.
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ITHEN came a Bend radio broadcast, with a
youngster interviewed who had reportedly
sighteda sal!cer-like object low in the south in
the late-evenmg.
In Redmond, Boyd A. Wolf, chief of the FFA
.airways technical field office, who also super!vises operation of an IGY auroral camera, came
:up with a solution that appears feasible:
·
'
The UFO's are planets. ·
.
··
. He advanced the th~ory after definite.lY. d.;
-~~ln~g~ that the object spotted
Redmond·
u
. n
.
orntng WM_.-the .brill~t~~~ne'- Venua.
~ere. Ia a strong posSibility that ~~9bject11eeJl.

I

l

in

· ftet, .on

Thurad&y~Jloming

at ab~ tbe.aame

obi, was·also Venu,s; apparently drlltmf.~

.low clouds. Actually, in 8\icll ·eases the . 'drift''- is
'eauaed by the movement of the clouds, not the
bright object beyond. .

. ... .

JT IS true that radar tracked some object.Thurs. c:hly morning. But that could have been some
other earthly UFO, not Venus, which at present

is some 65 million miles distant.

But how about the observations in Bend on an
evening earlier this week, when two possible
"flying saucers" were observed
Low in the southwest at dusk these evenings
is the lustrous planet Jupiter, giant of the planetary world. Not far distant is flashing Antares of
! the fading summer sky. They were near the spot
wl)ere the Bend "saucers" were observed.
Persons who mistook Venus for a "saucer''
should be chagrined. Through the years it has
been mistaken for signal lights of spies, Japane~
balloons and Martian ·ships.-BendJ3ulletin.

r
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NICAP member B.F. Gostin, of Chattanooga, forwarded to Washington headquarters newspaper articles on the Macon manifestation. He said he found stories in the October 6th issue of
Macon Telegraph and the October 7th issue of the Atlanta Constitution, but that: "Both articles
were written with tongue-in-cheek technique, and gave no valuable information in regard to the
sighting. In fact, the main theme seemed to be the traffic jam which took place on the Gray
Road, several miles out ofMacon." (11.)
6 October. Victoria, British Columbia, Canada.
"I wish we could see this sort of thing."
Speculation, UFO reports, continued to come out of the Pacific Northwest:
''Dr. R. M. Petrie, director of the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory in
Saanich, would like to study 'strange things' reported in the sky by Vancouver
Island residents.
"Reports of missile-like darts and round red balls have excited amateur sky
watchers in the Duncan area in the last few days.
"'I wish we could see this sort of thing,' said Dr. Petrie today.
" 'We've had several clear nights and there have been people working the
telescope, but they didn't see anything.'
"He speculated that the sky phantoms could be mere climatic phenomena.
" 'I'm quite at a loss about them,' he said. 'If they were astronomical we
could see them.'
"Cmdr. G. B. Barnes and his daughter Heather, 20, say they saw 10 of the
missile darts flying over Crofton Saturday.
"Last Tuesday Miss Kythe Mackenzie of Stamps Road east of Duncan reported a bright red ball rising and descending above Quamichan Lake.
"She described it as a 'shocking sight.'" (12.)

7 October. Over Virginia?

(3:10a.m.)

Cigar with "portholes" follows airliner.
While NICAP member B.F. Gostin did not learn much from area newspapers, he did receive
an interesting letter from a Mrs. S.T. France of Washington D.C.:

"After learning of your connection with NICAP and APRO, I felt it was my
duty to write to you and tell you of the sighting, which I had on the night of
October 7, 1959.
"I made reservations on the above date [actually she made her reservations on
the 6th], for flight to Atlanta, Ga. By Eastern Air Lines Flight No.541, which left
Washington, D.C. at 2:40a.m. of October the 7th.
.
''It was a beautiful night, in Washington, but twenty minutes after take off:
we ran into some clouds, and rough weather. Th~re were times in which we were
completely enclosed in cloud formations.
"About thirty minutes from take-oft: while coming out of a cloud bank, the
)
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pilot rang, frantically for the stewardess, three times, in rapid succession. I seemed
to be the only passenger awake, and I saw her, with her shoes in her hands, running
up the aisle, to the cabin.
''I always sit as close to the cabin as possible, and was within earshot of the
stewardess, when she said, 'Please let me look at it thru the glasses.'
"I happened to be on the right hand side of the cabin, so I also looked out of the
window, and there, on our wing tip, about two city blocks away, I saw an elongated
object, much in the shape of a cigar, with lighted 'port holes' down it's entire length.
It seemed to be suspended, and without motion, for about one minute, then, the light
began to diminish from each end, until there was only one large glow, in about the
center of the object that I had first seen.
"This glow, was not coming thru a cloud, we had passed thru a bank of clouds,
into a beautiful starlit night, and the object was in plain view, to me.
"This 'Light' started to oscillate, then shot upwards, about 200 feet, and slid
over toward our right wing tip. I clearly heard the pilot call in to request permission
to climb 500 feet.
"He must have received permission, for we made a sharp pull up, and then for the
next ten (or maybe it was less) minutes, we made like a roller coaster.
"The object never really came too close, but the pilot could not take a chance, and
he spent his time climbing, when the object started to slip toward us.
"I heard the pilot ask if any of the passengers were awake, so I played possum,
and they thought all of us were asleep, and kept on shouting to one another, until once
again we were enclosed in a cloud bank.
"All together I think the object was in view for about ten minutes, and there seemed to be none of the other passengers awake.
"There seemed to be no exotic change of colors, or shape, once the object started
to ride our wing tip.
"The rest of the trip to Atlanta, was without event, except for the rough weather,
and on landing, when I thanked the crew for the exciting ride, and the 'Free Show,'
they acted as tho[sic] they had no idea what I was speaking about, altho [sic] I told
them that I had been awake all the way down." ( 13.)
7 October. Fairlie, New Zealand. (8:00p.m.)
"Dome-shaped mass."
According to a local newspaper:
"The strange object which was reported by residents of Geraldine on Wednesday, was also seen by residents of Fairlie on Sunday about 8 p.m. It appeared as a
large white dome-shaped mass, and moved at great speed in a westerly direction.
It disappeared over the hills to the west ofFairlie." (14.)
Flying Saucer Believers Joined by Red Scientists?
Successful space feats by the Soviets evidently made them more aggressive with their speculations. They didn't go public with any of their UFO investigations, however, until November
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1967 when Soviet Air Force General Profiry Stolyarov announced the establishment of an officcial commission.
In 1959 Coral Lorenzen of APRO wrote to Khruschev to obtain a copy of a photo ofthe back
side of the moon taken by Lunik III. The letter was directed to the Soviet Academy of Sciences.
Some of the Academy members were curious and Coral corresponded with any that showed an
interest. The Academy was placed on the mailing list for the APRO Bulletin. Not much came
of this that we know o~ but Coral felt the APRO Bulletin may have been the Academy's main
source ofUFO information. (15.)
---------------·.··· -- - - - - -.....

LINCOLN, NEBR.
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7 October. Near Forrest City, Arkansas. (no time)

_o

Attempted intercept.

12 October. Near Lincoln, Nebraska (4:30a.m.)
The State Treasurer ofNebraska sees "something."
(See clipping right) (See map drawn by Larson below)
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According to a story in a NICAP bulletin:
"Lt. E.L. Barksdale ofthe Memphis police department,
former Air Force pilot now in the Air Guard, was flying a
T -33 jet over Arkabutla Lake, Mississippi, headed for
Memphis when he spotted the UFO in the vicinity ofForrest City, Arkansas. Police patrolman J.L. Wolf, the passenger, also saw it. According to Barksdale, the UFO was
about the size of an automobile, flying at the same altitude.
"Hoping to photograph the object, Barksdale banked
into a sharp turn to head it off, but it was moving too fast.
Unable to intercept, he turned in behind and chased the
UFO at 600 m.p.h. over Germantown. The UFO, he estimated, was going about 750 m.p.h., steadily pulling away.
Then, as he tried to line up his camera sights, the object
spewed a shower of sparks and disappeared from view.
"When he landed, Barksdale learned that ground observers had also seen the object. Other witnesses included
personnel in the Municipal Airport control tower and a
Navy man who mistook the object for the afterburner of a
jet." (16.)
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Lunik Ill Circles
IBehind the Moon
'

· ·The Gaze.
-

Red Scientists Say Technical

By GEORGE LAWLESS

Equipment Operating Normally
:'-IOSCOW - Soviet scientists announced tonight
Lunik m has passert behind the moon and is heading
back toward the earth orbit charted for it.
- - l L-U.·-U'-.n..auncc<L t.he..J Wl.1.t~J.l<lrc
rocket came within

Flyl,ng Saucer Beli~ve~.'i

Joined by Red Scientists

·

1 .3~:> :-nil<'~

.

ol the moon at the
Approach. About three
' hou~ later it was 9.370 ·milcs
· away ··near the plane o! the
lunar <"q uat or."
· 'Th~ rocket is m o v I rig :
~rrirt~·
along the present ;
orbit ." Tass news agency said.·

i m·a re~t

OPER.-\TL'\G 1'\0R-'lALLY
'
It was stated the ::cicntl!lc ~
equipment
was
operating I
normall~· and temp<-ra·turt's :
and rre~urcs within the
spaC't' H hirle accorded with
prr -~et !igurrs.
Jt.• nrxt triln~mi5sions lo
f'i\fth rossibily including
~ome results or the pro~ h<-· .
hind the l"(lOOn-wert schNI· 1
ultd ((\r We-dnesday betwetn ·
6 a nd 7 a.m. \'anrouYer time. :

The e.uct po$itlc~ . at 10 j
\'anrou,·er tinie today ;
' was plott('d 1!3 ·over the Sour IT ,
' AtlAntic ;at · 17 degr~s 30 i
I mlnutrs ~uth latitude And 22 ~
I degrees 48 minutes west Jongf.
a.m.

: tude.

~ DOl' BT .\BOUT .CA-'IERA
,
i The o!tkial· ·Soviet Tus 1
1 news 1gency W85 less firm i
. : today .tlv.n it had ~n prr-.,..1
iou!.l.'<jn· saying that Lunik
1 I U is CATT)ing a camera to 1
i photograph the moon. ·
Sunday, In ann o u n c I n g

i

LuniX .Ill's · tAkeo!t~ to the
Wo~ld, ·T85S cairled ~;·diSpatch 1
by ' its sclmcc· correapondent .
sa}in( t~t
In its i

Lurul<:'¥1

!light · would photograph _the '
thus-!u un:-i\ lar ·$l(Je· of lhl! I
moon.
.·
· ~- :. ·j_
Today In response-:-.to ·.ques·
I t !'JIU, ... Ta..ss spokesman &aid
the statrment that the.Iar ilde
o! the- moon would be . photo.1rraphed ''represented, thl! _lpdl·
. vid~al bel lets or o~ : of, our 1
corl"t:spondents." ·_ -~·,:. : '.~ '
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By Don Marsh

1
(P!nch·H!tting for George Lawleu)
THE NEXT ~IME you feel an urge to squelch a
flying saucer buff, friend, pick your arguments with
ineu:-:.,idc if; picki ng up Rpeecl. The Russians

1

chfe.

llave joined then1.
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The latest disp3tches to gladThe tundra wonder has fascl-·
den the egos or those who be- nated scientists for 51 years. J
lleve that lillie green men l\re In 1908, something · blasted into
flitting thro~h space im•olve an the <k!solalc waste of Siberia
enormous hole in Siberia and 3nd leveled 700 to 800 squue
two tiny satellites circling miles of forest . The usual ex~
Mars. ·
. planation, is that a meteorite
Russian scientists are now was responsible.
theorizing that the hole wa,
But the Russians now are· adoeaused by a nuclear explosion vancing a new possibility. They
which came from outer space. sent an expedition to the site
'fhl!y alto think that bhe sa tel- last year and · i\3 direclcr saya·.!
U.,. were put into orbit by in- It's quite possible tnat · the ~
.C.UiJent beings who once lived devastation was caused by' a
On Mars.
nuclear expl~loo.

* * *

'I'IIB IXPEDmON found th&t plant. are the center of tbe

'"'*W ·.,..,. wer.e from ~- to 100 per e~eat blrber ill· n41~
~.-- · wne· -u-,. oa{$1le ·rt,PL &o•e roob .azut uri~!
~-- m. tlle:.po. . 01 lmpaot were . abuormall7 blrll

('_/;~~:~{:,~ .'.:. -;t~' . '*

* ... ·: ..

~-

· ·u~:·.~;.-.~~q; dis~~-:e'bo&litt':'.~~ena
~ w!tli ~ ·~.
That RIBS 1ile . Pfi!Rn<le . at
:~ound zero of "telegraph ~- ·

Mars' minor $atelli~ alto
held new interelt; ._-'l'fJeir ex-·
!stance has been kilown since
1877 when they were discovered
by the . United States N:aval. ·

.l>ut stripped ,: ot bOrlr: • arid
'branches. The ones that had
>fallen bad all gone outward.:..
~he director said that tbe evi·
''dence led sonie members of bis
,!rroup io conclude that ~ explosion occurred above ground,
aomething llhat'meteorites don't
do.

The best theory bas . ·~ .
been that they were asterou!i, ·
.tiny heavenly hitchhikers. wbl~
'liad been ca\llht by the planet's.
gravity system. But two thlngB
have always . puzzled . scientists
-the nearness
the ntellltfl"
to the planet··Jt9eU and =the-.
speed wfth W'hkb ..they orbit~

k "--tree truDkl ( CUll · erect· Laboratory.

*

*

o!

*

THEY ARE TOO amall, too close and Loo fut to be cl. .lfled
moons of other bodies wllh which scientist• are familiar . .
frh• orbit of ~e .9f them b fto low that It makes two tlrcuUa
ID oDe M&r11an day. ·

-lwma

* * '*
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In a NICAP UFO report form, Mr. Larsen said one of the station attendants was a Bunny
Parachini ofDick Lee's Phillip 66.
At one point the object hovered near Lincoln Air Force Base (home of the Air National
Guard) just to the north ofCornhusker Highway west ofLincoln City. Mr. Larson was
questioned by a Lt. Hodge, lnfonnation Service Officer for Lincoln AFB. (17.)
15 October. Montevideo, Uruguay. (9:00p.m.)
Object stopped for a while.
According to the Uruguay UFO group CIOVI:
"At 9:00p.m. at 3729 Gauna Street, Nelson Torighelli and other witnesses
saw, at great height, an object moving very fast from North to South and giving
off a brilliant red light. The object stopped for an instant, the red light diminishing in intensity. Then it started again, changing direction and disappearing from
view behind a high cloud bank. The general shape of the object was spherical
with a sort of irregular short tail. There was no noise or trail left." (1 R.)
15 October. Article in the Australasian Post.
Reverend Gill's experience in Papau had been detailed to some extent in the September 1959
issue of Light, a publication put out by the Queensland Flying Saucer Research Bureau. Not
many people, of course, read UFO periodicals, but the whole story did reach the public at large
when the A ustra/asian Post carried a feature article in its October 15th edition.
Numerous UFO reports from the Gulf country ofNorthern Australia suggested there could be
some truth to Rev. Gill's claims. The missionary quickly became a celebrity of sorts.
16 October. Telescope spots no saucers.
The Pacific Northwest was still excited. (See clippings on page 10)
17 October. Melbourne, Australia. (7:00p.m.)
"Fuss Over Saucer."
In a news story titled, "FUSS OVER SAUCER," sightings of a mysterious cigar- shape object
were suppose to have generated a "saucer scare" in Melbourne.
''Newspaper switchboards were jammed with calls from people reporting
the object soon after 7 p.m.
"The Weather Bureau, police, and Essendon Airport control tower also received many calls.
"Weather Bureau officials furnished a possibl~ explanation.
"The cigar-shaped object, they said, could have been an unusual thunder
cloud formation which has a narrow oval shape.
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By. RON RO;)E
.
Sun Starr "Repo~r , ." .
VICTORIA-I looked through fhe .E!Y~·.Piece

.- ~ .

.

.

Put

of a
73-inch . reflecting telescope and saw outer space.

on_ Tape

CHEMA!NliS (CPJ - Per·
. sons who claim to have spot~
: ted mysterious "!lying' ob·
: jects" . In the sky in the \'iciri·
;. ily o! Duncan last month ha\·e
.put their tes.timony on tape

I ~tche<l·· the glow: oJ.. a ··· ·
:
· ··
.star so !a.r away that· fts Jigl.t caught th~ sun and, reOected
sn't-twtnkle iR tAe s . · •
.
·

I

But I s4w no _!lying sauc<'rs.

Evidence on
Sky 'Objects'

Ex.P-lq_med
i \

,.-

About this lime ol year, saTd

and Ihe a.S'tlvriomer'Qn duty at . Dr. :\!cDon1-ld, . le~ erystal!

the Dom9nion Astrophysical
Observatory on I....i..ltle Saanich !onn in the air and they can
Mountain didn't ··. expect I cause rcllections that misle-ad
would.
the" non -scie-ntific obsc:rver.
'·People see ef!ects they
Smoke reddens I he atmodon't · understand." .. said Dr: sphere and you get di!.!ercnt
Jean ~cDonald when I asked color etfcct.s i! you're squint·
her opinion on · r~cnt Vancou- lni. she added. .some eye
ver Island reports ot · m~· stu- lro'tiblcs' ·cause flasl:les I hat
ious ted sky balle_anrt miss lle - I delude the brain i! you're not
like dart~ .
' on guard for them.
"They see someth ing _ all ' She recalled that a woman ,
right ." agret'd Dr.. R . ,
once called her tof--rrport 1'
Petrie, d irector ol the obscrva- some~hing
big
and
light
tory which 'sp..~i<~l izes in ~pee- ho\'ering in <1. dark sky. Dr.
troscopic studies o! the lcs~cr-~ McDonald lett the contemplaknown galax irs.
tion ot the universe to look
" But en.•n· time wc ' \'e had . out the window o( the obsen·a ·
:a chance to. see it we've heel)! tory and ~aw the diUu.st'd
i i\.ble to l'.xplain it.''
• I luminescence . ot · the moon
· He rccallt'd the \.\·hite llall,~. hidden behind tog and .c;:Ioud.
~ccn one morning o\'er the Just the other . niorning
G ull Islands. Every b o <.1 y anothCI.' woman phoned to .
: _agreed . th ere was really a ball i report a, mysterious .bright j
..Lflofl t·i ng-11-t'tltmd-ttp-t-hcrt" ;-/~tHI-'-f~<Wi~Wil rd-bt>r'in-t ;
there was too. A small tclc· i sk\'. Another · look out th.c
scope showed it was a meteor· . \l'i~dow showed it was Ver.us
·ologicat ballo-on at·4o.ooo ·ree"t. shining brilli<\rillY under d - ·
There was the sed c.~ . o( c<'ptionally clear atmospheric 1
!l\lshcs appearing in a regular conditions. And it was moving 1
pattern above the Olympic along its o~bit as it h.a s 1
Mountains
o! . Washington through the a~;es.
s_ late ~ ~orne. me. nta.lity . must
There. ·could be more calls
have 1 dtrccteo · them, · the about Venus today. -T he !Jlanet
pt,~uled ca,Ucr-5 said . .A .P.d . tb'e.v 1.re.llched its maximum In t-h.e
were right too • . : · .·
· :: -' j. earl)"--~purs and I!' number ot
I_t wa_s a .. ~:t:J_adron of . ?1.~- h· 1peoP!e \~no· seldom look at the
flytn~. 1ets~ Too. high t9 seed skr . are _J:>ound to be puzzll'd
·~ut when · they. tu_rne<j t'1~ tbY lt.
·

M.l

I

I

I
I

for

furth~r

.
·
·

·

study.

Th·e tape re-cordings of four
! o! l l persons who reportNt
the objects were made by Herb
Clark, · prc$idcnt of Vancou\·cr
I Flying Saucer Club .. He ~aid
they . will be sent to retirrd
Air Marshal Lor8 Dow di ng in
Englafld, hl'ad of a 1\'or lct:· ·
I wide orcani zation invc-st igat ·
l ing phrnomc-na commonly
i !lying objccls or UFOs.
! Gaynor Wilsol) , 14, who said
she spot It'd a · flying ohj ect
while riding _l;.l)uih o! D unca n,
dcc larl'd the thi r. g that !right·
ened her horse made . a noise
"like a bl'e in a' jar.''. She sa id
il was. bright orange-red in
color.
Her mother -_described it a.5
· being . luminous whitfl and
· Gaynor's !ather dl' scribed it
as -havi ng a "flame color.'' ·

I
i

,
I
I

:l
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"The cloud appears very infrequently.
"One observer, Mr. G. Walnsby, ofMordiaslioc, said that the oval-shaped
object was at least 100 feet wide at its broadest point.
"It was surrounded by a whitish reddish glow and appeared to have holes
around its edges, Mr. Walnsby said.
"'It came in from the south-east, hovered in the sky for several seconds,
and then took off vertically and vanished,' he said.
"When the calls first started coming in, the air traffic control tower at Essendon Airport thought the object may have been a Britannia aircraft which
arrived at Essendon from Darwin just before 7 p.m.
"However, the Britannia flew over northern suburbs only and could not
possibly have been seen from southern bayside suburbs where many of the
calls came from." (19.)
'
18 October. Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada. (night)
"The Thing." (See clipping on page 12)
19 October. Poquoson, Virginia. (6:15p.m.)
Boy shoots saucer? (See clipping on page 13)
Mark's mother called the Newport News Daily Press which sent a reporter to interview the
Tenth Grader at his home on Ridge Road in the town of Poquoson. The interview of the boy,
as published in the newspaper's October 21st edition, could have been more complete. It also
stressed Mark's "interest in UFOs" which, as we shall see, is a point in doubt.
The Poquoson UFO incident came to the attention Larry W. Bryant who was associated with
a Virginia UFO organization called the Air Research Group: "I read of Muza's harrowing encounter. I immediately realized the significance of the case--- here was the first public record
of a 'flying saucer' having been attacked by an observer in Virginia Unfortunately, as I was
later to find out, the Air Force didn't share my enthusiasm." (20.)
Bryant visited Mark and spent some time questioning the boy. Mark's mother confirmed the
fact her son had come home "all shaky and nervous." She believed her son's story and could
not think of any reason he would lie about the incident.
More information was obtained about the site of the encounter which is an area about a mile
from the Muza home, and about five to eight miles to the east of Langley Air Force Base. (See
map on page 14) Bryant tells us:
"The remote terrain that was a temporary haven for the UFO is known as the
'Big Marsh.' But for two trespassing young hunters, this expansive, ugly lowland would have been a choice medium for concealing the rovings of a flying
saucer. It is practically inaccessible without the aid of boots." (21.)
The marsh was off-limits, and for a good reason. Signs were posted that read: "WarningDanger Area, Bombing Range. Live Ammunition and Bombs. Warranted for Trespassing:
$10,000 or Ten Years Imprisonment or Both." Young Mark told Larry: " ... he was reluctant to
report the incident to the authorities because he was on government property at the time." (22.)
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BOUO"dftS Fireball

Seen 'by 'Hunters
NAN AIMQ-;...jitory ol a !ire·
ball which ~ounced along the
ground, and gave out streaks
ot light simila·r to lightning
pashes, was told . here by .six
hunters on their return from
an overnight trip into , the
woods west of Nanaimo.
.
Harry Lomass, Jingle Pot
Road, said he saw the object
three miles · from his tent well
before dawn Sunday morning.
He called his sleeping com·
panioris and. they watched it
with him,
·

Mr. Lomass said the object
bounced up and down, "as' it
picking up samples," t})oen
withdrew to a point eight miles
away. Later, i.t returned · to a
hill known as Lone Mound and
continued Its apparent bounc·
ing along the ground. Finally
It . speeded ott . to the west,
llngen!d in the sky for an hour,
then disappeared.
With Mr. Lomass at the time
were Corvin Lomass, Ray.
mond Jacobs, Eugene Jacobs,
Ernie Toth and V. M. Her·
means.
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Five men who returned from
a hunting trip near this Van·
couver Island :city Monday night
told Tuesday of a fantast!~ object that looked like a brilliant
ball :and · serit st't:eaks' of light
similar to flashes of lightnine
from its belly. ·
"If -it had come any closer,
we were going to take a shot
at it .... said · Harry Lomas, one
of the hunters.
' Several sightings of · flying .
j Sllucer-like objects have · been
. reported recently by residents
here and at 'nearby 'Dunc_an.
Mr. Lomas said he saw the ob•
\'._L~ .Q.]J............-....... ject about 3 a.m. Su,nday : when
of publication) he emerged from his cabin. It
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about unidentified flying objects;
"because I'm interested in thingsJ
like that," said the whirling obj ect hovered above his h e a d
for a minute or more.
· Harold stated that his attention :
was called to the "queer looking j
thing with a silver rim around i
it" when Mark began shooting at :
it. He said he saw it for only ai
UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT
few seconds before it disappeared. i
Mark George Muza, 15-year-old Poquoson boy, displays a "At first I thought it might be ·
picture he drew in an attempt to describe an unide~tified some strange kind of bird," be ·
.
i
flying object which he sighted and s?ot at Mon?ay whtle ex- added.
.Mrs. Muza pointed out that her •
ploring in marshland located off R1dge Road m Poquoson. son came home very upset and ;
. told her he .had shot at a flymg j
saucer·. "He's a pretty steady
boy . and .1. was surprised to find
him so upSet. He drew a picture
to describe what he saw and the
!lUng preye<! _on his mind ·aU night
long. He was still a :vea nervous
lloYwhea he -went 't o - schooi.
Tuesday," she declared.
The alert tenth grader admits
"It
d
1
"I
··
d
t
·r·
d
f
he
has read quite a bit about
·
1
POQUOS ON appeare . nl
soc
pe r11e . or severa1ifiying saucers and that what he
the sl\y amidst a loud, rushmglseconds an~ then raiSed my 12- sa"! '.'is similar. in p~rt" to. de. wind noise and hovered about 100 gbal u...._ge•. sht ol.otunl kand f0h~rte?t btwth0 ! scr1pt10ns of umdentified fly 1 n .;:
1 1 0 :objects which he had r e a d
1 a"'"" m o 1 ·
I
d"
new
fee t o•;er my hea:
. times but nothing h~ppened soJabout. He emphatically denied
/ That s the way lJ-year-old l\~ark I ~oaded my .gun with a shell•that his reading spurred hi 3 ;
, George Muza Jr. of liS R1dge. ~h1ch had a !IU!e !llore _lea.d lollimaginaUon.
i
· Road described his encounter! It and ~~ot at 1t again as Il disap. "I don't know what I saw and :
· . ·
. · . :don't Claim it was a flying sau- l
· with an u.!!.iQ~IWtie<i ll:tin" __objectlpeared.
.. . t b- t d k -Mnda~r.---·
The episode took pla~e just aft~ r : cer. 1 would like for someone t~
0
JUS a ou
us
· ~unset Monda 'I while he •'an·dltell me what it was as it wa
:
" It was about four feet lD diai?- Harold Moore Jr,; 14.-of 220 R.id::e,,the most frightening experi.ence
eter and had a black body enctr- Road, wt!re exploring in the marsh ! of my life and something whtch _
cled by a silver rim about s1x near their homes, Muza said.
1won't get over. for a long time,"!
inches wide," the Poquoson ' tenth Mark, a boy who repart! that : he said.
-----~_,..--__.
grader added.
he reads everything he can find :··

UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT

Tenth Grader Sees

. -cer In The Sky
Sau

1
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Mark explained to Mr. Bryant that he had gone about a mile into the marsh and had decided
to stop and rest when he heard a whirring noise. The sound drew his attention to the sky. He
saw a round object that was slowly coming down at him, tipping back forth as it descended.
The fact that the object was heading straight toward his head was so scary he fired at it. The 12gauge shotgun was loaded with some "Maximum 4's" and when the round hit it sounded like a
rock bouncing off a kettle. The object came to stop and hovered. Mark fired another "Maximum
4." Finally he put a steel slug in the gun and fired again at the ''thing" which he estimated was
about 50 feet above him. Mark looked down at his shotgun to insert yet another shell and when
he raised his eyes again the object was gone. Meanwhile, Harold Moore, who was about 100
yards away, heard the gun shots and watched as the object descended toward Mark. Harold
confirmed Mark's story, saying Mark just kept firing. The object, according to Harold, began
to spin very fast after the third hit and stopped its descent. The thing then zoomed back up, and
traveled so fast it was out of sight within seconds, so fast in fact, it was gone before Mark could
reload and aim. The duration ofthe experience was about one and half minutes. (23.)
Mr. Bryant was very interested in the object's appearance so he asked more questions about
that aspect. The object, according to Bryant's interview, was a circular body about four feet in
diameter which had: " ... a dark center encompassed by a six-inch-wide silvery rim glowing
brightly as if self-illuminated." (24.) As it turns out, Mark was unfamiliar with the expression:
"self-illuminated" but we might know how he came to use those words. Mr. Bryant must have
suggested it when Mark mentioned "glowing." Also, Mark seems to favor the word silvery to
describe the color of the rim. Bryant, no doubt dubious a reference to a precious metal was
appropriate, preferred to use the words "aluminum-like." (25.)
Mr. Bryant discovered that Mark had no special interest in "UFOlogy" contrary to what was
printed in the Daily Press news story. Mark had read no books about UFOs and his only
knowledge of the subject was from perusing a few press accounts because he had an interest in
current events and often read the newspaper. (26.)
Mr. Bryant asked Mark if the Air Force had contacted him. The fifteen-year-old said that the
Daily Press reporter was the only person that had expressed an interest. The lack of official
curiosity amazed Bryant since Langley Field was just a few miles away. We can only share
Bryant's amazement, especially when we consider something Mr. Bryant mentioned to Mark:
"I asked Mark to contact me ifhe ever finds the slug, or slugs, which struck the thing." (27.)
If Mark was telling the truth, those slugs would have been worth their weight in platinum, and
the metal detectors then in use by the military could have found them, we assume, without a lot
of difficulty.
The day following the interview with Mark, Mr. Bryant went the marsh with the both boys to
view the encounter site and again discuss the events of October 19th. The two teens were getting
use to telling their story, a fact we should remember. Mark and Harold were also given NICAP
UFO report forms to fill out which also helped to organize their thoughts and make thing clearer,
Moreover, there was also plenty of time and opportunity for both Mark and Harold to compare
notes. On Mark's NICAP form he paused at question #18 which asked "Was the object- a.)
Self-luminous?, b.) Dull finish? c.) Reflecting?, or d) Transparent?" (28.) (See below) Mark
18.
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first checked "Reflecting" and then recognized "Self-luminous" as a better description. He
crossed out "Reflecting" and marked "Self-luminous," writing in his initials.
Bryant versus the Air Force.
Incredulous that no military representative had yet talked to the two teens, Larry Bryant telephoned Base Operations at Langley Field on October 23rd. Someone there took the call and
left a message with the Intelligence Office ofthe 45051h Air Refueling Wing (probably not the
best outfit to deal with UFOs). Shortly thereafter, a Sgt. R.M. Merkling of Air Refueling
Intelligence phoned Bryant and said his department knew about the story in the Daily Press.
Sgt. Merkling took notes on what Bryant had learned about the case and then ended the conversation with the statement that an official Air Force investigation would depend on a decision
made by someone else on the base and not by him.
An official investigation was not authorized for reasons mentioned in BLUE BOOK records.
For one thing, the two boys failed to officially report their purported sighting. Mr. Bryant's
phone call to Langley did not count. The Air Force was quite stubborn about not checking UFO
sightings nQt Qffi.cially reported to a military installation. Bryant would be not impressed by
that argument since Harold and Mark were afraid of reprisals if they confessed to hunting on the
off-limits Plum Island Bombing Range. As for the value of Bryant's information on the case, it
was discounted on the grounds it:" ... contained insufficient evidence to allow any valid conclusions; and since the report was received approximately four days after the sighting, the urgency
of the situation was considerably lessened[?]." (29.) Moreover, the Air Force said, since: " ...
no one else in the area [the middle of a swamp!] reported this sighting, the matter was dropped
from further consideration." (30.)
Unaware the decision had been made to disregard the Poguoson incident, Bryant waited a
week for something to happen. No one contacted the teens or him so he phoned the 4505th Intelligence unit on October 30th to learn the disposition of any investigation. The civilian UFO
researcher was referred to a Major S.G. Scull who proved to be evasive. Major Scull tried to
escape the situation by calling Bryant's data on the case "hearsay evidence." The Major even
attenipted to ignore the existence of the Daily Press news story. lfBryant wanted to pursue the
matter further, he was told, it had to be done through "established information channels" (which
meant dealing with BLUE BOOK or Major Tacker, both "dead ends" as far as civilian UFO
buffs were concerned). (31.)
Determined to learn something, Bryant looked up Sgt. Merkling's phone number and called
him at home! The enlisted man refused to discuss "government business" in such circumstan51
ces and insisted Bryant approach the Colonel in charge oflntelligence. (32.) On November 1
Bryant mailed a letter to Merkling's CO. That failed to work either. Bryant called the Air Base
again on November 27th. He was informed his concerns were being "processed under Air Force
Regulation 200-2." There was no hope such an action would produce results.
Bryant's colleague, Larry Maccubbin, complained to the Honorable Porter Hardy Jr., a member of the House Armed Services Committee. This move bore fruit. When a Congressman
asks questions the military is obliged to respond. Col. Carl M. Nelson of the Air Force's
Legislative Office told Rep. Hardy that the Poguoson sighting had "never been official reported,"
and as for the allegation information was obtained about supposed case over the phone from a
Mr. Bryant, it was stated that any:" ... indirect form of interrogation is contrary to Air Force pol.icy." (33.) This infuriated Maccubbin when he found out so he had Bryant sign an affidavit.
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To put the matter to rest, orders finally came down to interrogate both Mark Muza and Harold
Moore. Both interviews can be found in BLUE BOOK files. (34.)
The Muza interview conducted on the 18th of May 1960:
"Two boys, Mark G. Muza age 15, and Harold Moore, Jr. age 14, were in
swampland northeast of Plum Island Bomb Range. Muza heard an odd whirring
sound and upon looking up, observed a circular object, shaped like a discus, about

4 feet in diameter. When first seen, the object was 75 to 90 feet above the groWld.
There was a round black dome in the center of the bottom of the object. The rest
of the object was 'self-luminous.' It was after sundown, just before dusk, causing
the object to glow. No windows, doors or other openings could be seen. Muza
stated that when first seen, the object was '25 or 30 yards' above him, and it then
steadily descended to about '60 feet.' He felt a light draft stirred up by the object.
He indicated he was very frightened and fired at the object three times. The third
round contained a lead slug and he heard it strike the object. He stated it sounded
like 'metal scraping against metal.' After the third shot he closed his eyes and
rubbed them with his hand, at which time the object disappeared. There appeared
to be no tail, trail or exhaust and very little noise. The observation lasted 'a little
over a minute.'
"The subject's mother appeared during the interview and stated that her son
had returned from hunting in a highly nervous state and she stayed up all night
with him trying to keep him calmed down. In her opinion, he is a truthful boy
and she believes his story.
"I was impressed by the youth's pat answers to the usual questions required
by AFR 200-2. They appeared to be well-rehearsed and required no thought on
his part. In addition, he had a ready answer for questions concerning height,
distance, and size. His use of the term 'self-luminous' seemed incongruous with
his age and the rest ofhis speech. When asked to explain the meaning of'selfluminous,' he became unsure of himself and stated it was 'like aluminum.' I was
left with the distinct impression that the young man was not telling the truth and
he was slightly apprehensive over the interest displayed in his story." (35.)
The account given above compares well with earlier versions. The differences are the small
additions here and there that probably emerged after spending some time trying to recall any details he may have missed. The Air Force agent may not have known how many times Mark had
told his story. The filling out of the NICAP UFO report form no doubt helped Mark appear to
be ''well-rehearsed,"to say nothing of Bryant questioning the boy carefully. As we have seen,
the use of the words "self-luminous" had an explainable origin. Mark had no qualms about
speaking with Bryant but his apprehension sensed by the Air Force interviewer, as discussed
earlier, could well have been engendered by confessing to "duck hunting on U.S. Government
property." While the Air Force agent "suspected Mark was not telling the truth," he offers no
rationale for such behavior.
The Moore interview conducted on the 23rd ofMay 1960:
"Moore was in company of Mark G. Muza at the time of the sighting, located
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150 yards from Muza's position. His attention was drawn to the object by the
sound of firing by Muza. The object was directly over Muza and had an elliptical
shape. It was '4 feet in diameter, aluminum colored, with a black dome in the
center- approximately 12 inches in diameter.' He could observe no trail or exhaust but the grass around Muza was 'laid down' by some force. He heard no
noise and could see the object clearly although it was about dusk. The weather
was clear with no clouds or wind. The object was observed for 'about a minute'
and then gradually climbed 'straight up until it disappeared.' There was no side
motion or other maneuvers performed by the object during the period of observation. Moore stated that he was not concerned with the sighting and had not
mentioned it to anyone else. He stated, 'Muza went home and told his mother
and next morning she got all excited and called the newspaper.'
"It seemed that Moore was attempting to coordinate the details given by Mark
Muza. He stated that the diameter of the object was 4 feet which does not agree
with the fact that he was 150 yards from the object. It is doubtful that he could
have seen a 'black dome in the center of the object 12 inches in diameter' at a distance of 150 yards. His explanations of the manner in which the object disappeared did not ring true and was obviously fabricated. Most questions were answered
with 'I don't know' with no further clarification. I evaluate the incident as being
completely fabricated by the two boys. The publicity brought about by the newspaper article made it necessary for them to prepare a pat story and then stick to it
to preserve face." (36.)
Like Mark's interview, this account is similar to earlier ones except for a few additions. One
exception is the estimated distance between Mark and Harold, 150 yards instead of 100 yards.
The distance plays a big role in determining the truth of Harold's testimony. Why the change?
Another puzzle is the agent's remark he found Harold's explanation ofthe object's departure
"obviously fabricated." This account says the object "gradually climbed straight up." What is
so fantastic about that? Could it be Harold kept to the earlier explanation that the object zoomed
out of sight in seconds and the agent refused to put that down?
A final note on the Poguoson case.
Twenty-four years later reporter Larry Bonko of the Norfolk, Virginia, Ledger-Star tracked
down Mark Muza to ask him about the Poguoson case. If the incident had been a hoax Mr.
Muza could have admitted it without embarrassment after so many years. Why pretend otherwise at such a late date. A lot of people brag about their schoolboy pranks. Bonko found that
Mr. Muza still took the incident seriously. Asked if he shot at a UFO, Mr. Muza was emphatic:
"Yes, I did." Mr. Muza repeated his 1959 claim that the UFO had a black body with a silver
trim. The memory was so strong it seemed as if it had "happened yesterday," according to Mr.
Muza. Why would the man risk ridicule my claiming he shot at a UFO? Certainly his coworkers would wonder. When Bonko interviewed Mr. Muza in 1983, the 39- year-old man was
well established in his career as a police detective. (3 7.)
19 October. At sea off Columbia. (2122Z)
A teletype message sent to BLUE BOOK reads:
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"COLOMBIAN NAVY VESSEL LOCATED WAC 770 LAT. 10 DEGREES
08 MINUTES NORTH LONG. 75 DEGREES 50 :MINUTES WEST REPORTS
TWO UFO SIGHTINGS, SEXTANT INDICATIONS WERE COLON 18T AT
191158Z AZIMUTH 270 DEGREES AT 47 DEGREES AT 45 DEGREES 03
MINUTES. PERFECT VISIBILITY, ONE STRANGE LUMINOUS BODY,
CIRCULAR FORM, CENTER BRILLIANT, SPOTS SLIGHTLY DARKER,
SIZE APPEARS SLIGHTLY LARGER THAN VENUS. APPEARS AS ARTIFICAL BODY. NO OTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE.
"USAIRA COLOMBIA." (38.)
20 October. Australian Air Force Intelligence. Why so slow?

One would think knowledge of the spectacular Father Gill case would quickly come to the
attention of Australian Air Force Intelligence, however evidence that we have indicates otherwise. The military was finally "fully alerted" by Mr. Peter Norris of the Victorian Flying Saucer
Research Society on September 12th, assuming no one in Intelligence read newspapers like the
Sydney Sun-Herald (16 August 59). At any rate, Mr. Norris generates some documentation.
The VFSR official stressed the significance of the Gill case in his letter, asking a number of
questions about Air Force inquiries that may be in progress. Squadron-Leader D.F. Gilson of
the Directorate replied in reasonable short time (3 days) and made an astonishing confession
that the military had no official information about the Gill case. (See letter on page 20)
The military was under no obligation to provide groups like VFSR with updates on its work,
but Mr. Norris and his people certainly wanted to know, after all the civilians were convinced the
Gill case was "proofUFOs were intelligently controlled craft." The only way Norris could get
around official silence was by checking with Father Gill to see if official investigators had
stopped by w ask questions, an easy task since the missionary was now living in Australia and
not the jungles of New Guinea.
After many weeks and no indication the military was doing anything, Mr. Norris wrote the
Air Force again on October 20th to give authorities a nudge, even to the point of providing Father
Gill's address. (See letter on page 21)
22 October. Arnold Heights, California. (night)

"The Darndest Thing I Ever Saw."

(See clipping on page 22)

22 October. Cumberland, Maryland. (dusk)

New York columnist Whitney Bolton had an interesting story his readers:
"This column has not mentioned flying saucers in a long time for the hopefully
sensible reason that nothing firsthand had come along in months. A first-hand report by a reputable person or persons simply did not come along. Now it has. It
comes, with odd coincidence, just as a New York newspaper prints what purports
to be the publicly shown picture of the secret flying disc being manufactured for the
United States in Canada. The two incidents may .o r may not have relationship. It
does not greatly matter.
"The principals: a respected, serious, never given to frivolity actor-teacher with
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Hollywood and Broadway stature; his younger brother, a respected, serious, successful commercial artist with one of the largest ad agencies in the United States;
The younger brother's fiancee, about 29 years old, an author and illustrator of
children's books.
"Two weeks ago all three drove together down to Maryland, the elder brother
going along as a sort of companion-chaperon. They visited in the Cumberland
area, but did not go into Cumberland itself. They started back just after dark on
Sunday night, being under no pressure to reach New York early. If they drove
most of the night it would not matter. They just felt relaxed and at ease.
" 'If anyone tells me that is a flying saucer,' the elder. brother said suddenly,
'I'll bust him in the mouth. Or her.'
"The girl and younger brother, startled, looked over at him and then upward
and to the right, at about 2 o'clock on a clock face, where he was pointing.
"They saw, and they agree on this, a circular, metallic disc emitting light
around the edge of its ring, a sort of bluish-green mercury-type light.
"The younger brother, without looking to see if any car was behind him,
jammed on the brakes and the car came to a swift stop on an otherwise deserted
road. He left lights, engine and radio on, never even thinking to stop any of them.

The disc dropped almost straight down until it looked to them to be about 50 feet
about them and still to the right.
"Then it side-slipped to their left until it was just in front of them, centered on
the road and still about 50 feet up. It seemed to hover there with a kind of humming vibration, moving neither up, down or sidewise.
"They were about to get out of the car and walk toward it, it being then perhaps less than 100 feet in front of them and still at the 50-foot altitude. As both
brothers reached for the doors, the lights of their car went out, the engine stopped
and the radio fell silent. Nothing the driving brother could do would restore
power.
"'I think you'd better stay right here with me,' the girl said quietly. 'Please.'
"The brothers settled back, took their hands off the door handles and watched.
them, and then it made a 90-degree tum and went swiftly up into the sky its edge
first. As it started to vanish into some clouds their lights and radio went on and
when the driver brother stepped on the starter the engine caught and began to run.
"If it was a real flying saucer, they take the attitude that then, well, they've
seen one. If it was a test model of our Canadian-made disc, then they have seen
that." (39.)

23 October. Pumani Mission, Papau, New Guinea. (Between 10:00 and 11 :00 p.m.)
"The latest from Papua."
The Rev. Crotwell notified the Flying Saucer Review UFO sightings were still being made in
Papua:
" ... a very big light came over from the direction ofBoiani towards Pumani
which lies about five miles east of Mount Gwoira, a precipitous mountain about
4,500 feet high. The bright light seemed to ascend the mountain until it hovered
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vertically over the sununit. It was observed in this position for about an hour by
Micah Aigaba of the Anglican Mission at Pumani. Finally it descended until it
seemed almost to touch the mountain peak, but then moved away towards the
north. It kept at a level height as it passed over Monari and Medino and then it
veered eastwards and circled right round the coastline of the Cape Vogel Peninsula (apparently, though it could have been much nearer) and finally disappeared
in the direction ofBoianai, from whence it had first approached the witness.
"In appearance it was a dazzlingly bright disc or globe; it was especially
bright when on the move. It changed colour continually, the basic colours being green, red and yellow. Parts of the object showed different colours simultaneously---it the words of the witness, 'it twinkled.' The colours changed about
every three minutes. In size it was approximately half the apparent size of a full
moon, but was, of course, far brighter. There were at least three other witnesses
and the occurrence caused great excitement. The sighting took place between
the hours often and eleven in the evening." (40.)
The map below accompanied the above article in the issue ofthe Review.
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23 October. Calgary,

Albert~

Canada. (7:30p.m.)

V-formation shifts to an In-line formation.
The Air Force would reject this case because anything "flying fast" would probably not be in
sight for 15 minutes, yet people are not always very accurate when it comes to estimating time,
distance, or size. What saves this report from the trash bin is the description of a classic UFO
maneuver not very well known, the "formation shift." UFOs have been known to make formation shifts in a series: V formation, In-line formation, Crescent formation, and then back to
a V formation. These shifts usually involve a dozen or so objects. They take place at a high
altitude and at a high speed.
A letter from a Daniel Cole to Ray Palmer said:
''Now, I never used to be a believer in saucers until I actually saw, not one,
but eleven of them on Oct. 23, 1959.
"As usual, I stepped out to take my evening walk at 7:00.
"I went to the end of the block to meet a friend who was also fond of taking
taking walks.
"I will not name who it was here, but ru: I was saying, we were walking for
a considerable length oftime, so we started to walk back.
"It was 7:30 now; I looked often at my watch, just a habit, I guess.
"All of a sudden my friend who had been gazing into the sky, saw them,
tapped me on the shoulder and informed me.
"I looked into the sky and saw 11 oval-shaped, illuminated flying saucers.
"They were in a 'V' formation and were flying pretty high and pretty fast.
"The street was pretty deserted and there was no one else there except us.
"The saucers broke formation---were in a single file for two minutes, then
they disappeared.
"They were in formation for three minutes.
"The whole thing lasted for 15 minutes." (41.)
26 October. Gizycko, Poland. (1 :30 a.m.)
An entry in Peter Rogerson's INTCAT catalogue states:

"While walking home through the fields on the outskirts of this town, lumberman Alekay Jakimowicz saw an unusual pulsating light to his right, over

Lake Mamry. The light was stationary, circular, and almost the apparent size
of the moon, although the moon was visible through clouds in another part of
the sky. The light was yellowish, dimming and brightening. He then heard a
whistling sound which set his teeth on edge, and saw a huge egg-shape descend
towards him, and began to run. He had run only about 20-30 paces when the
object came over the treetops. A wave of oppressive heat hit him, followed by
a lack of air, foring him to the ground. As he turned he saw the object 'as big
as a house,' circular, glowing yellow-orange, with the surroundings lit up in a
blue-green light. After the object passed, a blast of air followed, allowing him
to breath again. He discovered his nose was bleeding. The object moved up
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and away, over the lake. After rwming for a while, he looked back and saw two
round yellow lights moving north-west, one in front ofthe other. He was so upset by his experience that he left town. The story was investigated by a forestry
specialist, 'Dr. W.N.,' who found that other people had reported a fireball over
the town." (42.)
28 October. Valparaiso, Chile. (about 9:15p.m.)
A brief entry in NICAP's UFO Evidence tells us: "Juan Fruto (Director of a local Astronomical Association), C. Ventura (civil aviator), and others about 9:15p.m. sighted a luminous orange concave disc performing evolutions in the sky." (43.)
29 October. East Coast of the U.S.

NASA balloon.

UFO reports dipped to a low level in late October but we can find quite a few "saucer"
clippings dated the 29th. NASA sent up a giant balloon the size of a ten-storied building
which reflected sunlight so brilliantly citizens on the East Coast flooded police, newspapers,
and radio-television stations with anxious phone calls asking if a "flying saucer invasion was
on." The balloon must have been quite a sight:
"In Franklin Lakes [New Jersey], a group of athletes from the Ramape
High School football squad ran out of their dressing room in their underwear
to gaze at the bright white light in the sky. The boys stood shivering in the
cold for about five minutes before the coach chased them back inside the
building." (44.)
30 October. Pumani Mission, Papau, New Guinea. (Between 10:00 and 11:00 p.m.)
Same place, same time.
We are told a UFO report was made at Pumani Mission for a second time in a week. Thereport, although brief, suggests something interesting about UFO activity: could there be patterns
to UFO sightings? Here is the brief account:
"One week later, on October 30, the same witness at the same time saw
what appeared to be the same object again. It did not come quite so near as on
its first appearance. The object, performing in very much the same way as before [Its appearance on October 23rd], approached from the direction ofBoianai
and then moved northwards, following the coastline. This time it disappeared
to the north and was not seen again." (45.)
30 October. Montevideo, Uruguay. (7:30p.m.)
According to the UFO group CIOVI:
"At 7:30p.m., Juan Carlos Rosello (who was driving on Cerro Largo St. toward #3729) saw, with other witnesses, a stiletto-like object, similar to 'two
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hubcaps joined at the edges.' It moved from South to North, then changing its
direction to the West and turning again to the East, picking up speed and then
disappearing.
"The color of the object was dark grey; no rotary motion was observed and
there was no noise. For a few moments it reflected the rays of the sun, shining
as if it were metallic." (46.)
31 October. Wanganui, New Zealand. (3:15 to 4:45a.m.)
Glowing "thing" follows car for 60 miles.
A New Zealand newspaper tells us:
"Two brothers from Marton, Walter and Brian Hawkins, who were motoring
from Marton to Matamata early on Saturday morning, reported yesterday that
they were accompanied by a strange, unidentified object ('like a large street light')
from Ohingaiti to the Desert Road.
"There, while the elder brother alighted from the car and watched it, the object
went straight up into the sky to disappear.
"The interview with the two took place four hours before publication of thereport from lnvercargill of two businessmen there having seen a strange object on
Tuesday night.
"The object is reported to have followed the Marton pair for nearly 60 miles.
They said they had it sight from 3:15a.m. to 4:45a.m. They said they stopped a
passing car and five people in it alighted and looked at the object. These people
said they had seen it as they had approached.
"On several occasions the elder brother stopped the car and turned off the motor, but there was no sound from the object. The object's size and its distance
from the car were difficult to judge.
"At Mangaweka, at the top of a hill, the driver stopped the car and the object
moved around like a helicopter in a valley below. The brothers said the object did
not fly alongside the car but moved about." (47.)
1 November. 19 miles southeast ofEugene, Oregon. (3:35am.)
A brilliant cigar-shaped object.

Another UFO report from the Pacific Northwest:
"A brilliant cigar-shaped object which lighted up the Lookout Point area early
Sunday morning is believed to have been the planet Venus but had a number of observers wondering if it could be an object from outer space.
"State police were called at 3:35a.m. that the bright object had been sighted
over the hillside north of Dexter Lake, 19 miles southeast of Eugene.
"Harry Swank, deputy sheriff, and Floyd Siss~n, state policeman, reported seeing the object from Oakridge. A Southern Pacific railroad crew also made a similar observation near Lowell.
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"State Police Officer AI Lindley and Alan Albrich, state weighmaster, checked out the reports. Lindley, who said the valley was overcast with fog, spotted
what he called a cigar-shaped object of extreme briiliance about 1,000 feet above
the north ridge of the mountains overlooking the reservoir.
" 'It moved across Minnow Station, a mile west of Lookout Point Dam, and
reflected across the entire width of the lake,' he said. There was no fog in that
area, he added.
" 'The object was cigar-shaped and was extremely bright,' he said, 'and it
appeared about six or eight times longer than round.'
"State police at Government Camp near Mount Hood and at The Dalles also
saw the object but believed it to be the planet Venus, which is very bright and
appears to be giving off rays at this season.
"Sgt. Charles Weems, state policeman at Salem, reportedly took a compass
reading on the object and determined it to be Venus.
"Sisson and Lindley said they watched the object as it traveled slowly in a
southerly direction, toward Oakridge.
"Lindley, who said the object made no noise, said that in a Sunday night observation he saw the planet Venus, but that it appeared to be much higher in the
sky than the object seen earlier.
"Venus is in the eastern sky at this time of the year, says E.G. Ebbighausen,
astronomer and University of Oregon faculty professor.
" 'Venus is bright enough so that you could see your shadow from its illumination,' he adds, 'but he doubts that it would be bright enough to 'light up a hillside.' " (48.)
2 November. Puerto Montt, Chile. (4:20p.m.)
Military bigwigs see UFO.
Something was seen in the sky over Chile that certainly seems to rate being called a "UFO."
The thing was described as oval-shaped with a blue-green tail and transmitting intermittent
lights. It crossed the heavens over the city of Puerto Montt at 4:20 in the afternoon. Apparently it was not an airplane or meteor because it moved erratically. It:" .. . spurted ahead and
stopped repeatedly, moving from spot to spot at high speed." (49.) The person reporting this
sighting was Natter Goodwyn, Chief of the North American military mission. With him that
day and also witnessing the UFO were some Chilean military chiefs. (50.)
3 November. Statesville, North Carolina. (4:00am.)
Ball oflight chases car?
This case was widely publicized but most people are unaware of some personal information
about the two witnesses that can be found in BLUE BOOK files. This information strongly suggests the credibility of the witnesses is very doubtful. Unfortunately we have no details on incidents that were suppose to be similar which took place that same morning near the towns of
Hickory and Salisbury. (51.)

30
3 November. Between Kennington and Woodslands, New Zealand. (9:30p.m.)
"Awesome and frightening."

(See clippings on page 31)

It was suggested that the UFO seen passing over Woodlands was a deep-bodied Globemaster
aircraft flying its shuttle-service between Christchurch and bases in the Antarctic, however a
spokesman for Operation Deepfreeze said none of its planes were near Woodlands at the time of
the reported sighting. (52.)

3 November. Near Invercargill, New Zealand. (Between 11:30- 11:45 p.m.)
Object paces car.
According to the New Zealand press:
"An Invercargill mechanic who was returning to his Otatara home on Friday
night had the uncanny experience of driving along the road with an unidentified
·
object keeping him pace in the sky.
"The man, who wishes to remain anonymous, said that he first sighted the object when he was nearing the airport. It was between 11 :30 and 11 :45 p.m. when
his attention was drawn to an unusual light in the sky. It was crescent-shaped with
more of a glow about it than a brilliant light, he told the News this afternoon.
•• 'The edges of it were clearly enough defined,' he said, 'but I could tell there
was some darker unlit shape in the center of it. There was a depth there but I
couldn't tell you the exact shape of the rest of it.'
"There was no suggestion in the man's mind that it was either the moon or a
weather balloon. In the first place there was no moon on Friday night.
"At this stage, the object took off and headed behind the belt oftrees at the
back ofthe airport and the mechanic accelerated his car running with its lights
on. The object moved on, crossing the road at McLauchhian's comer.
"From there to Oretl Avenue it kept pace with the moving car at about 30
miles an hour' ... perhaps a little slower. I wasn't moving too quickly because I
wanted to watch it.'
At this stage the mechanic decided he wanted confumation of what he could
see, so he made for home and woke his wife and child.
"'My wife and 11-year-old daughter both saw it clearly enough and afterwards
my daughter described it exactly as I had, even to the dark shadow of a body to the
thing,' he said.
"'At this stage it had moved till it was ahnost directly above the Vickery
homestead. I decided to try to follow it further, but my wife refused to come. It
was too eerie for her. I trailed it out toward the camping ground and watched it
for a few minutes before it completely disappeared. There was no noise to it and
I haven't the least idea where it went to.' " (54.)
6 November. Granada Hills, California. (6:45 p.m.)
"Stack fonnation assembled." (See UFO report on page 32)
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Clear night, good visibility, moderate winds, no cloud formations.
Observed'. UFO'S in stack formation, (illustrated above) between
4000 and 5000 feet, speed undertermined. Had objects in complete focus with binoculars' and could clearly make them out to
be saucer shape. Each appeared to be one bright light, noiseless,
gave the feeling of glider's in flight with no apparent effort
to manuver. Observers consisted of two boys, 13 yrs., 11 yrs.,
two adults, we checked and rechecked and there was definitely
no indication of planes or cloud formations, or anyother type of
&ircre.ft that we could determine could have caused this sighting.
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8 November. Southern tip ofFlorida. (11:15 a.m. to 11:35 a.m.)
Fantastic radar target.
A Miami Herald story by staff writer Bert Collier:
"A mysterious flying object which apparently played aerial tag over the tip of
Florida for several minutes before shooting out into space at 4,000 miles per mile
an hour was reported Wednesday by a Pan American World Airways radar expert.
"Donald Freestone, 9025 SW 67th Ave., said he picked up the unidentified flying object on the morning ofNovember 8th while testing weather radar equipment
in the PAA shops at Miami International Airport.
"Surprised by the unexpected target return on the screen, he called fellow employees. Six of his colleagues confirmed the finding.
"None knew what it was.
"'I didn't believe in such things before,' said Freestone. 'But after this happened, I got some books and read up on it. Now I'm convinced it was something
that is out of our experience, so far as aircraft is concerned.
"Freestone said the UFO was 'four to five times larger than any aircraft observed in the past.'
"It appeared to be egg-shaped or oval"-shaped, he declared, and to have a double pattern resembling an hourglass or figure eight [?].
"Freestone said there had been 'much discussion' among P AA employees and
technicians since the occurrence. One weather radar expert said the object might
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have been a temperature inversion, a natural phenomenon which produces an effect
on radar screens similar to a mirage.
"But with all this talk of launching artificial moons from the Florida coast and
flying saucers ... " (54.)
Part of the clipping is missing at this point but the portion is probably small. The story resumes with the word radar:
" ... dar picture has caused plenty of discussion and investigation.
"The radar expert said he was working on a Bendix RDR-IA weather radar
which PAA uses in some planes to spot bad weather ahead. It is capable of
'seeing' storms and thunderheads 150 miles in the path of planes.
"With the radar at 'zero tilt'-that is pointed straight out, Freestone first
saw the flying object.
"'It appeared at approximately 65 miles southwest of Miami, at an altitude
of between 7,000 and 8,000 feet,' he reported.
"'It disappeared and reappeared several times. I found that by turning the
antenna tilt up, it could be brought back on the screen. It disappeared once at
70 miles and reappeared at about 55 miles, then moved back to 70 miles. The
speed was estimated at 550 to 650 miles per hour.
"'It then moved in to 50 miles and remained stationary for two to three
minutes. Then it began going off in the south-southwest direction it had come
from.
" 'One time it was noted that the target moved 20 miles in about six sweeps
or rotations of the antenna, which rotates at a speed of 20 times a minute.'
"(Calculations indicate that this showed a flying speed of about 4,000
miles per hour which, if true, is faster than any controlled flight earth scientists are capable of producing. It is four times the speed of the earth's
rotation on its axis.)
"The object was last observed at about 100 miles from Miami, still moving
south-southwest. It was watched on the radar screen for about 20 minutes by
six other people, from 11:15 a.m. to 11:35 a.m." (55.)
8 November. Australian observatory Stromolo.
--.

"Pink Elephant?''

(See clipping to the right)

8 November. Bilox~ Mississippi. (11 :50 p.m.)
A Mr. Mike Vlahov filed this report:

·---··

:<Was It Pink

\'~-~ephitut?·· ~~~,,
'·; ; ·c~NBE~RA {I~S)- Scieh-

_ttsts. ·at· .the Austrahan obaerva- ,
·' tiJry .:.Stromolo aaid · today.· they
;~l;la"-~'· spott~~ All : object which
.tliey )'a1d ·is : a v_ivid pink;' It' was

.yi~blv ,tq ';the', _t!~ked . ·. eye ·. Cot:

"On November 8, 1959 at 11:50 p.m. my date
~Jb.OQ.~ . tw
. . f!._.'m.·.f;~u_. te,;·•:T~~y . ,aai?_ it
.~.:wp.• not., on~ o( ·.the,) satelli te•
and I were just leaving The Beachwater Nite Club
;·Vfhich bi!4- ~l)'cady , :.,pa~&ed. ;on
-: · , · ., _,.,, _, . . . ·
which is located on Biloxi's Beach front, next to
the Gulf of Mexico.
"My date just happened to glance at the sky,
remarking how beautiful the stars and moon shone so brightly, when all of a sudden
·, _·~_ che_9_ ulc . :
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she happened to notice an object which at first she thought was a star, but said
it couldn't be since it was moving in a guided motion.
"At first it appeared to me as a huge bird, but I noticed it was disc-shaped,
being very gray in color. There were no clouds whatsoever and the temperature
was in the thirties.
"There were several people inside the Beachwater club, but unfortunately
for us, no one else saw the UFO." (56.) (See drawing by witness on page 35)
8 November. Alvin, Texas. (night)
"I need help."

"Sprays fog over the highway?"

"Truck stopped."

According to the Alvin Sun:
"Police Chief Glen Sheppard started laughing early Sunday morning when a
passerby delivered to him a message from the stranded driver of a gasoline transport truck: 'A flying saucer flew over my truck and its powerful rays caused the
truck to stop running. I need help!'
/'
"Alvin's genial chief stopped laughing when the passerby declared: 'That
flying saucer is still out there.' 'Out there' was just south of Alvin on Highway
35 so Chief Sheppard and Patrolman S. Garrett went out to see just what kind of
help the truck driver needed.
"The man's story might have been lifted intact from the pages of'Space Adventures.' He told the Alvin officers and Wrecker Driver Mack Tower that the
'flying saucer' had followed him all the way from Corpus Christi, some times
descending from its great height to spray blankets of fog over the highway, causing him to become lost and six hours behind his scheduled arrival into the Houston terminal. He added, plaintively, that ever time the 'flying saucer' hovered
over the truck, the vehicle ceased to operate.
"Saying absolutely nothing was [wrong with the truck] was a mechanic from
the Houston office of the trucking company who came out to get the truck on its
way again.
"The Alvin officers satisfied themselves that the truck driver was not under
the influence of any intoxicating beverages. They unwillingly admitted that, high
in the sky, hovered an object which might have been a weather balloon which appeared bright and shiny when the rays ofthe morning sun struck it.
"The truck driver, who received a minimum of comments from the Alvin officers, declared bitterly: 'I guess you're just like those Angelton officers. When
I reported to them, they said I was crazy."
"Chief Sheppard said he reserved judgment but no arrests were made. Both
the truck driver and the 'flying saucer' went on their way later in the morning."
(57.)
16 November. Unnamed Czech airfield, Czechoslovakia. (8:00p.m.)
Car stalls. Aircraft can't take off?
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This case suggests two things of importance. For one thing, it offers "independent" verification of the car stopping claims made by persons in the U.S. since one assumes the people behind the Iron Curtain were ignorant of such stories because ofCommunist censorship. A second point is the assertion aircraft on the flight line "couldn't take off," indicating an extensive
EM effect with astollishing military implications. If such was the case, we know why the
commander of Forbes Air Force Base, Kansas, sharply criticized Mrs. Robert Kinney in the
Spring of 1959 for throwing away electrical wiring and appliances burnt out during the close
approach of a UFO to her home. (58.) Our source for this Czech account does not claim EM
interference with the fighters on standby, just that they were unable to scramble for some
"unknown reason" until the UFO left the area.
According to a December 1959 issue of the Czech publication Krid/a V/asti:
"A most unusual occurrence took place at the end [sic] ofNovember, 1959,
and the veracity of the witnesses is such that it excludes all possibility of any
illusion or mistake.
"At about 8 p.m. on November 16, 1959, the Air Force officer, Commander
Duchon, a former fighter pilot with many years of experience, was driving in his
car to a certain airfield in Czechoslovakia in order to supervise night flying. He
had with him another officer named Bezak, belonging to a certain unit of the
Czech Air Force.
"At a distance of about 10 km. From the airfield, the engine ofthe car started
to stall. Commander Duchon got out in order to look at it when suddenly they
both caught sight of a light sapphire-colored band moving at great speed at an
altitude of between 500 and 800 meters (they were able to judge the height by
comparing it with the height of a nearby hill). The colored band remained behind for a few seconds in the wake of some unidentified object.
"At first they both thought it was one oftheir own aircraft but they very soon
realized that there was no jet engine sound, the speed was far greater than that of
a jet, and the luminous sapphire-green color did not correspond to the exhaust of
a jet aircraft.
"When they tried to start their car up, the ignition faded, and it was only some
minutes later that they were able to get it going again.
"On reaching the airfield, they had a further surprise. No aircraft had landed
there, but at 8:05 p.m. a flaming ball had appeared in the sky. Some of the pilots
and ground personnel maintained that it had rotated. An even more fantastic aspect of the whole affair was the complete silence and terrific speed at which the
thing flew over the airfield. It had then suddenly made a 90-degree turn and returned back over the airfield.
"According to the radar operators, who registered it on their radarscope at an
altitude of 1,000 meters on its return flight over the field, no existing aircraft
could possibly have executed such a maneuver. At the same time they were able
to fix its size as approximately twice the size of the largest known bomber.
"The aircraft held in emergency readiness on the field received orders to take
off but for some unknown reason were unable to do so before the object had disappeared from the radarscope and from the horizon.
"A minute later it was back again over the field at a height of 100 meters and
remained motionless for two minutes (from 8:06 to 8:08p.m.) above the runway.
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Then. in a fraction of a second it accelerated to a fantastic speed and disappeared
into the night.
"During those two minutes, the object was observed through binoculars by
both control tower staff and anti-aircraft gun personne~ who, incidentally, received no orders-to open fire as the situation was so confused. All these witnesses described the object as a disc or saucer, with a diameter of not less than 150
meters, with a glowing band around it.
"Unsuccessful attempts were made to contact it by radio in Russian and Engish and also in the international aviation code.
"The air and soil were immediately tested for radioactivity, but no trace of
such was found. So far, no reports have been received from the neighboring
villages." (58.)
16 November. Australian Air Force Intelligence "gets some help."
There is no indication. as of mid-November, anyone from the Directorate of Australian Air
Force Intelligence had paid a visit to Father Gill.
Evidently impatient with the snail pace of the official investigation. Mr. Peter Norris of the
civilian UFO group VFSRS sent the military all the paperwork he hrui on the sighting. (59.)
Apparently the military sensed Norris and other UFO buffs wanted to make a big fuss over
the incident so officially things were dragged out as much as possible.
16 November. Ruppeh's book revision. CSI gets a peek and doesn't like what it sees.
Advertisements for the revised edition ofE. J. Ruppelt's book, The Report on Unidentified
Flying Objects, were appearing in various publications. Rumors of concern were circulating in
the UFO community. CSI New York was able to obtain the MS oftwo out ofthree new chapters of the revised edition. Isabel Davis, Secretary ofCSI New York, tells of the reaction to
Ruppelt's "new view" and also confirms the assertion Air Force BLUE BOOK advisor Dr. J.
Allen Hynek was cooperating in some fashion with the civilian New York UFO organization.
Hynek did not want it known he was associated in any way with CSI. He came and went with a
hat pulled down and collar up.
Isabel wrote a letter on November 16, 1959, to her colleagues in Los Angeles, which said in
part:
"We [CSI] don't know exactly what he's [Ruppelt] doing with his book; perhaps he is revising the earlier chapters, but he has definitely written three others
to be added at the end. The first of the three describes several sightings since the
last ones mentioned in the first book; the second chapter is about the crackpots;
and the final one- that will be Ch. 20 if he doesn't change the earlier structuresays he doesn't believe in UFOs, and 'the UFO is doomed'- chiefly because satelite observations haven't produced any UFO observations. He quotes Hynek to
this effect, and here's a case that illustrates how the scientists behave; H. [Hynek]
is interested in UFOs but daren't say so, so he gives Ruppelt a statement that
seems to support disbelief, but when he was asked why he made the statement,
said 'Read it carefully and you'll see it doesn't mean what it seems to [Hynek's
full statement did not make the final draft].' Nor does it- but the public isn't
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going to read it that carefully.
"We have seen the first and the third of the added chapters; ATIC sent Hynek
a copy, and Bud Ledwith had them photostated and sent to us, under great vows
of secrecy. The only people we've given any advance information to are Dick
Hall and yourself, who are trustworthy. I wanted Dick to see Chapter 20 so that
he could begin preparing a reply for immediate publication in the Investigator as
soon as the book is really out. Apart from keeping Hynek's interest in UFOs
quiet, the main reason for restricting circulation of these chapters is of course not
to jump the gun on publication. I even sent the chapters to Dick's home rather
than to the NICAP office, where despite care they might fall under some unauthorized and roving eye. He returned them, with his usual scrupulousness, within 48 hours. I know we just have to protect Hynek, and Bud, who works for
him, but how MAD it makes me that the situation is like ths!
"Chapter 20 is a very curious document indeed. He does recant entirely,
plops offthat fence in plain words- but his reasons as [sic -are?] so feeble and
flimsy that I cannot see how anyone who has read the earlier chapters can possibly take them seriously. It's one of the most ineffective expressions of skepticism I've ever read, and almost every statement can be contradicted by sighting reports that he himself has presented in earlier chapters. Possibly, of course,
he may edit those earlier chapters to remove the strong cases, ahhough that would
be a damaging business in itself. But if he leaves the first 17 chapters unchanged
and simply adds these last three, including the quite unconvincing Ch. 20 that we
saw, he's going to sound simply silly. Lex has even suggested thatCh. 20 was
written with tongue in cheek; that before ATIC would release the cases inCh. 18
Ruppelt had to say peccavi, peccav~ but purposely made the defense of his disbelief so weak that it will have no effect on the reader. (But it wilL of coursethe skeptics are bound to hail the book with cries of joy- this is a BIG sinner that
repenteth.
"It is possible, however, that R's [Ruppelt's] skepticism is genuine, and that it
was his first book that was hypocritical. You remember that he wrote an article
for TRUE magazine, 'What Our Air Force Found Out About Flying Saucers,' before he wrote the book - and there are some very interesting discrepancies between
article and book, I might add. John Du Barry, president of CSI, was then working
with Keyhoe and TRUE on various aspects offss [flying saucers], and he helped R.
[Ruppelt] with his article. John has told us that Ruppelt then ended his article on a
note of complete skepticism, but John suggested that he tone this down a little because some readers would find it more acceptable; accordingly, R. [Ruppelt] ended
the article, as later the book, with his famous 'either they don't exist at all or they're
interplanetary.' If that's the case- and John is scrupulous practically to skepticism
himself- then R. [Ruppelt] is now expressing his real belief all along; this doesn't
excuse him, it just redates the hypocrisy and adds to it stupidity - for how could he
have given the cases he did and remain skeptical?'' (60.)
17 November. 20 miles west ofReno, Nevada. (9:22a.m.)
"Peculiar aircraft."
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A Reno newspaper reported:

"'If I didn't have two others with me, I'd sworn I was crazy,' said Ronald
Rinehart, Sparks businessman. after spotting some 'peculiar' aircraft over the
Verdi road about 20 miles west ofReno.
"He was returning from a hunting trip at Dog Valley with his sister-in-law
and daughter this morning around 9:30 o'clock when they stopped to watch
two slow moving helicopters pass overhead.
" 'Suddenly, we spotted three other objects,' Rinehart said.
"'They're parachutes,' my sister-in-law said.
" 'No they're not,' I said.
" 'They're going too fast to be parachutes. And they're flying in formation.'
"Rinehart said he rushed to his car and pulled out an unloaded gun equipped with a high power scope. 'But before I could get the sight set, they were
gone. That fast,' he added.
'' 'I'm telling you,' Rinehart said, 'I never saw anything like this. These
"things" were flat on the bottom and cone-shaped on top and kind of silvery
white. I bet they were about 5,000 feet up.'" (61.)
20 November. Adelaide, Australia (4:15am.)
Police officers see "flat object with bubble."
Michael Hervey discovered this gem:
"On the morning ofNovember 20th, two police officers on patrol in the Adelaide
Hills twice saw a mysterious flying object in the sky. First it appeared as a cluster
of stars and later, more distinctly, as a flat object with a long bubble on top. The
policemen who reported the sightings were Constables P. Collins and R. Snowden.
"They first saw the object just before sunrise at about 4:15 a.m. while patrolling
the Blackwood area in a police car. A few clouds were scattered across the sky, but
the bright moon made visibility very good. From their vantage point, both saw what
they described as a cluster of stars in the western sky just above the horizon. The
cluster reflected moonlight and appeared to skim above sea level in a northerly direction. Then it disappeared.
"A few minutes later they again saw the object, this time more clearly. As they
looked out over the city, they saw a bright, long, flat shape with a bubble design on
top travelling across the face of the moon. It took about thirty seconds to complete
this course, then disappeared again. The constables described the object as very
well-defmed and about an eighth of the moon's diameter in size.
"'We checked with airport officials and there was no aircraft in the sky above
Adelaide at the time of the sightings.' " (62.)
Late 1959. Colonel (USAF-Ret.) Joseph Bryan III.
Besides Dr. Hynek, another person of note who showed a keen interest in civilian UFO investigations in late 1959 was a Joseph Bryan.
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Bryan met with Donald Keyhoe and asked to see NICAP's "really hot cases." The NICAP
director, suspicious of the man's Air Force background, resisted any cooperation, but when the
Colonel went on record with a pro-UFO statement that Keyhoe could have written himself, the
retired military officer was made a member of the Washington D.C. organization. Bryan issued
this declaration: "The UFOs are interplanetary devices systematically observing the Earth, either
manned or remote-controlled, or both. Information has been officially withheld. This policy is
dangerous." (63.)
When NICAP acquired Bryan, who was quickly appointed to the Board of Governors, the
news was published in the UFO Investigator along the impressive biography the retired officer
had submitted with his application. The story in the lnvestjgator read:
"Col. J. Bryan, Ill, USAFR who recently retired after serving with Gen.
Norstadt, has become a member of the NICAP Board. During his Air Force
Service, he was for two years Special Assistant to the Secretary of the AF.
Prior to his AF appointments, he was a lieutenant commander, U.S. Naval
Reserve. War citations: Air Medals with two gold stars.
"Col. Bryan's views on UFOs, stated in a NICAP poll, are as follows: The
objects are real and intelligently controlled, and the facts should be made public.
"Though retired from periodic AF Reserve assignments, Col. Bryan is
actively continuing his career as a well-known writer. (Author of The Admiral
Halsey Story- written with Halsey; Aircraft Carrier, and other books.) Beginning after graduation from Princeton, he was a reporter, for two years.
From 1931-40 he served successively as an editor for Parade, Town and Country and The Saturday Evening Post. He has contributed to Reader's Digest,
Life, Holiday and other magazines." (64.)
Bryan later had to fight charges he was a CIA ''mole," that he forgot to mention in his bio that
he was the founder and original chiefofthe CIA's Psychological Warfare Staff(1947-53). UFO
researcher Todd Zechel was especially zealous in pursuing any possible connection between the
CIA, Bryan and the decline ofNICAP, to say nothing ofthe firing ofKeyhoe as the group's
director. (65.) Much of this is speculation. It would help if we knew more about Bryan and
his feelings about UFOs and at least two letters of interest exist. Bryan wrote to E.J. Ruppelt in
1956 and made some curious remarks about ''UFO communications." (See letters on page 41)
(65.)
23 November. Koyabagira, Papau, New Guinea (7:30- 9:30? p.m.)
The "cigar" and the ''plate."
The village ofKoyabagira is on the coast of Goodenough Bay and it was the location of an
outstation to the main Anglican mission. Word reached the Rev. Cruttwell of UFO activity at
Koyabagira because an assistant priest, Father Albert, spent the night at the outstation after
conducting a religious service. It seems the UFOs were sighted by a native medical assistant
named Cecil Matavoia who was patrolling the outst~ion grounds at dusk. Mr. Matavoia first
spotted something unusual hanging in the sky in the direction ofBoianai. The time was 7:30
p.m. A strange pair of objects were visible. Father Albert and a teacher named Japhet Kirakai
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April ), 1956.
1911· Josie Avenue
Long Beach 15, Calir.

Mr. J. Bryan III
2808 "P" Street, N.W,
WA~hin~ton 7, D.C.
Dear Mr. Bryan,
I apolo~ize
P~bruary--thinrs

for being so tardy in. answering your

lett~r

of

have piled up.

24

I 1 m afraid that you have me mixed up with someone else in regard
·to borrowing the copy or your Charles Fort book. Since you speak of
"The ur~o desk ror the Air Force, possibly you mean the Air Force
Press Desk, If this is so your man was Al Chop , Or possibly it was
Ma.Jor Dewey Fournet up in AF intellip;ence. I had my own copy in
Do yton,
I

hope you enjoyed the book.
Yours truly

~G~
Edward J. Ruppelt
EJR:eac

Deer
~orry

~r.

Ruppelt:

You 1 re quite 'right.
to have bothered you.

l t

ll

!Jewey 1-'ournet.

As for your book, l enjoyed it enornously. I
believe in the damn things.
And when I was special assistant
to SecAF Finletter, .1. d:ld my best to have him prepare a statement
for release when communication was estaQ11shed with a Saucer.
Better Something carefully prepared, 1 reasoned, than something
blurted half-owolce in the middle of the nlght, lin wouldn't do it.
heither would l1,'1'8lbott.
~ hope 1iiJIII1lllllDBln Quarles is smarter.
~aucers exist, and it's only a matt~r of time berore even a
SAF can't deny it.
·
Yours with
thanlr
_i

J.Bry~!£-.-

9 Ap 56

- - - - - (over)

PS:

Just in pe aaing--

1hree years ago, 1 asked Lloyd's of London to quote me rates
on s three-way-triple policy. I wanted to be insured against
1. l:iaucers being proved

11 ct,ual
11
11
11
2.
extra-terrestrial in origin
). Communication being eatabHuhoo with them

before A. 1 Jen

~:

::

•58

~~

Lloyd 1 s11Ill:nquihmli replied,
of this nature,"

"We lillj11 do

~o~

wr;ite policies
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joined Matavoia in observing the two UFOs. There was no hurry since the two objects were not
moving. Clouds cloaked the hills behind Koyabagira but the sky over the bay, where the UFOs
were ''parked," was clear. The three observers could plainly see a white-colored "brilliantly illuminated disc" suspended in the air. To Japhet it resembled the moon, while Father Albert
favored the description "like a plate." The thing could not have been the moon because the
lunar disc was not due to rise above the horizon until midnight. The second UFO was quite a
contrast to the first. It was a dark, cigar-shaped mass and it was positioned directly below the
illuminated "thing." The possibility the dark mass was a cloud was considered but it never
moved during the hour or more it was observed and never in that time changed its definite
symmetrical outline.
After quite some time the illuminated "plate," or whatever, slowly dropped down behind the
dark mass, or entered into it. As the "plate" became eclipsed by its movement, the dark mass
showed sharp edges and remained opaque which further convinced Father Albert and the other
two men the mass was not a cloud but a solid body. Nothing more happened and about 9:30
p.m. the three witnesses retired for the evening. When last seen, the dark mass was still hover- .
ing in the same position. (66.)
The significance of the New Guinea UFO flap.
Late November marked the end of important UFO activity in the New Guinea region. Rev.
Cruttwell knew, however, he had managed to gather a unique collection ofUFO sightings. The
remoteness of the territory and types of witnesses, the missionaries for their reliability and the
natives for their lack of sophistication, made the data valuable, or as the Reverend put it: "The ab
sence of civilization and modem amenities eliminates many confusing factors. " (67.)
Rev. Cruttwell attempted to speculate and his guesses are probably as good as any. Most of
the UFO sightings occurred in the vicinity of Goodenough Bay, which is an unremarkable body
of water except for the fact, the Reverend tells us, that the depth is quite deep, 10,000 feet. Does
that mean anything? The Reverend did not venture an opinion (No UFO was reported entering
or leaving the water)
Plotted on a graph, it is very clear that the sighting frequency peaked in the months of June,
July, and August. This correlates with waves that cover continents. Rev. did not know what this
periodicity could suggest. Perhaps it had to do with the position ofMars, he thought, but he did
not feel that idea had much promise.
The tendency of the UFOs to appear at dusk, which he defmes as 6-7:00 p.m., also made the
missionary wonder. Apparently dusk was advantageous, but for what reason had be pure conjecture.
Cruttwell's important contribution.
One intriguing aspect that the Reverend noted was the fact that UFOs would often return
night after night to same locality. The intensity of the UFO activity and the ability to keep track
of it, made this fact apparent. The missionary could, then, suggest something which might have
considerable impact on the study ofUFOs. Where was the UFO ''base of operations?'' It was
obvious such a "base" could not be far away. Round trips to Mars or the moon seemed unlikely.
A secret base in the New Guinea mountains didn't seem likely either since he knew the bush
natives were quite active in every remote valley and any ''base" would be discovered. Thus it
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was through a process of elimination that he came to the conclusion the UFO pilots' "base of
operations" had to be "Mother Ships" or "Space Stations."
He also noted that reported movements of the New Guinea UFOs matched sightings made
elsewhere in the world, confirming the validity of such observations. The Reverend wrote:
"They seem to be able to make any kind oft~ curve, right angle, or even
instant reverse. They seem to be able to loop the loop, swing like a pendulum,
dance, move in a triangle, or in fact do anything.
"This would all point to absolute independence of gravity, momentum and
air resistance. They would appear to have no mass." (68.)
Whatever the power source the objects used, it was also some kind of engine that rarely made
a sound, which the Reverend found amazing. Moreover, like Keyhoe, Rev. Cruttwell noted that
the color of light emitted by a UFO correlated with its movement which: " ... usually started with
red and then changed to blue-green, the latter being associated with high speed." (69.)
Invariably, when UFOlogists think ofthe 1959 New Guinea UFO reports, the Father Gill case
comes to mind, but it was just "frosting on the cake."
New Guinea and the Australian Federal House of Representatives.
Having sent the Air Force everything they had on the UFO activity in New Guinea, five civilian UFO groups in Australia banded together in a joint effort to force the issue. They were not
going to wait for the military. The combined groups submitted a circular letter to all members
of the Federal House ofRepresentatives urging the legislators to confront the Minister of Air.
The UFO buffs'strategy was to stress the fact that the UFO sightings were a matter of vital concern to national security. (See copy of the circular letter on page 44)
The Air Ministry is backed into a comer.
The civilian's plan worked. E.D. Cash (Lib. W.A.) officially approached the Minister of
Air, F.M. Osborne, and asked for an explanation to account for the lack of action by the Air
Force Intelligence. This put the minister on the spot so he answered with rambling generalities
about the UFO mystery, carefully skirting any mention ofNew Guinea.
26 November. Panic in the Air Ministry?
Help!
Rambling generalities would not satisfy the critics. UFO buffs pressed Air Force Intelligence with specific questions that were impossible ignore since the UFO issue had been
offici~lly addressed in the House ofRepresentatives. The military quickly sent a letter to Mr.
P .E. Norris, the leader ofthe UFO groups, in an obvious attempt to stall. Morris was informed
the military needed to "develop a sufficient depth of.evidence" which would take some time.
On the same day, Australian Air Force Intelligence sent to messages to its close allies, Britain
and the United States, to ask for assistance in the dealing the "saucer societies" and the "political
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aspects." (See page 45)
Late November. Near Bahia Blanca, Argentina. (11 :30 p.m.)
A man is transported 600 miles?
This story has little proof to give it credibility, but we must point out that the man involved, if
he did exist, made no claim about meeting up with aliens, in fact no claim about anything except
to say he was in wrong place. However, what is probably more in the story's favor is the fact it
was published in the July-August 1960 issue ofthe Flying Spucer Review, long before it was
fashionable to boast of such an experience. The Review's Argentine correspondent heard the
story from a Mr. Vogt, who was president of a helicopter company. One of Mr. Vogt's pilots
was a friend of the man who was "transported." Here is the account as published by the English
UFO magazine:
"It seems that one evening at 11 :30 p.m., towards the end of November,
1959, the driver of a car on his way to Bahia Blanca (on the Atlantic coast
and in the south of the province ofBuenos Aires) was only a few kilometers
from that town, when his eyelids got very heavy from a strong, bluish (violet)
light which had appeared. He decided to take a nap, parked his car at the
roadside---Road No.3---and lay down on the grass near it. Eight minutes
later he awoke and found himself in quite unknown surroundings. He asked
somebody to help him and tell him the way to Bahia Blanca. He was greeted
with a shout of laughter and told he was only a few kilometers from Salta, in
the extreme north of Argentina. (If you look it up on the map, you will see
that Bahia Blanca is on the coast of the Atlantic to the south of Mar del Plata,
while Salta is far up in the north and in the Andes. Unfortunately, I cannot
tell you the exact distance, but it must be between 2,500 and 3,000 km. [The
editors of the Review calculated the actual distance as 600 miles]
"The story continues as follows. The driver then went to the military
authorities of that northern capital and they, after checking that it was not a
case ofhallucination or mental deficiency, got in touch with the authorities in
Bahia Blanca who, a few minutes later, confirmed that the above-mentioned
car was actually where it had been left. The newspaper which covered this
story then adds that the driver was taken to Buenos Aires and later, under the
greatest secrecy, sent to the U.S.A. where he was closely examined by the
competent authorities of that country." ( 70.)

28 November. Basin, Wyoming. (7:00p.m.)
"Object rose in the air and moved away."
A newspaper with the odd name of the Republican Rustler informed its readers:
"Members of the Mashek family in Basin Gar~ens reported seeing an unidentified flying object (flying saucer) about 7 p.m. Saturday near the Mashek
farm east of Basin.
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"Mrs. James Mashek said the object was first seen as a white light in the
sky and that she and her husband drove from the Mashek farm down a country
lane toward a spot where the object was hovering in the air. Mrs. Mashek
said the object resembled the top of a silo and appeared conical in shape, coming to a point. It glowed white as it hovered above the ground.
"Mrs. Mashek said that she and Mr. Mashek drove to within 100 yards of
the spot, then the object rose into the air and moved away. It did not pass entirely from sight and remained visible for some time as a stationary white light
in the sky.
"Dorothy Mashek and Mrs. David Bryson said the object emitted a whirring sound which first attracted their attention. Mr. and Mrs. James Mashek
said the whirring sound was not audible above the sound of the motor of the
pickup truck in which they drove toward the object. They reported no failure
of the truck's motor as was reported in a similar sighting in New Mexico some
months ago [Probably referring to the November 1957 flap]. (70.)
29 November. West Branch, Michigan. (9:15p.m.)
In-line formation.
A letter to the Air Force said:
"To whom it may concern.
"A friend of mine and I saw what we thought must be flying saucers on
our way north on highway 76 just south of West Branch, Michigan, 9:15p.m.
Sunday November 29 . There were about eight of them in succession evenly
spaced. They emerged from the horizon ahead of us arking [sic] north and
up thru the clouds with speed I have never seen before. They glowed red.
(71.)
1 December. Fontana, California. (9:31 p.m.)
Police encounter a "lampshade-shaped" object.
At Fontana local lawmen encountered a "flying saucer," a description we can officially use
at this point since in 1959 the expression fmally made its appearance in a supplement to the latest
edition of the Oxford English Dictionary. According to a press report the incident took place at
9:31 p.m. as officers Robert L. Cochran and W. B. Brandon were on patrol in their police cruiser.
While driving in the eastern part of Fontana near the intersection of Barbee and Palmetto Avenues, a large, round object which glowed red and white was spotted in the sky. It gave:
" ... off so much light that it lit up the area. The two men drew a sketch
which showed a lampshade-shaped object projecting light downward. A few
minutes after it was sighted by the officers, the object took off at high speed,
leaving distinct vapor trails from a jet-like apparatus, and shortly disappeared.
Sun-Telegram (San Bernardino) reporters received another similar report
minutes before Cochran and Brandon reported their experience, from a resi-
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dent of Del Rosa." (72.)
I December. Santa Cruz, California. (9:40p.m.)
Mysterious red thing.
UFO activity appeared to be picking up in the Golden State with another report on the first of
the month at Santa Cruz, a city on coast south of San Francisco:
"A pulsating or rotating red lighted UFO swept acro~s the bay from the direction of Monterey about 9:40p.m. First sighted on a bearing of 170 degrees
and at an elevation of about 20 degrees, the object approached in a shallow
climb at low speed, its light reflecting in the water. The spherical object left
a whitish trail about twenty diameters long. At about 60 degrees elevation the
UFO changed color from red to purple. At a bearing of about 180 degrees,
off Block Point, the UFO went straight up and disappeared. Total time of observation: 2-3 minutes." (73.)
1 December. Alameda county, California. (9:33 p.m.)
Fiery red mystery object.
A report very similar to the Santa Cruz sighting came from Alameda about the same time.
The possibility observers were seeing the same thing seems unlikely. Santa Cruz is 50 miles
south of Alameda county and behind a high coastal mountain range. An article in a San Francisco newspaper states:
"A fiery red flying object was spotted high over the Oakland-Fremont
area at 9:33 last night.
"Ten watchers in the Oakland Airport control tower saw the red light approach slowly from the southeast at an estimated 2,000 feet, then suddenly
shoot up at a 'fantastic' speed and explode into a white, vaporous cloud.
''The pilots of two commercial planes approaching San Francisco over
Point Reyes reported sighting the red light. One pilot, flying at 7,000 feet,
said the object appeared to be below him. He saw no white cloud; the object just disappeared, he said.
"A dozen persons called the Alameda County Sheriff's office in San
Lorenzo to report sighting the object, and it was also seen at the San Francisco Airport tower and as far north as Contra Costa county." (74.)
December (first week) Cheshire, Ohio. (no time)
UFOs near atomic power plants.
According to our source:
"During the first week of December (no exact date) seven employees at
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the Kyger Creek Power Plant at Cheshire, Ohio, reported seeing an unidentified object in the area. We are attempting to obtain more information, for
this power plant furnishes power for the Atomic Energy Plant at Portsmouth,
and this is at least the second a maneuvering or hovering UFO has been spotted in the vicinity-the first time, November 1957." (75.)
Reports ofUFOs near such plants did not fail to gain the attention of authorities. So many
were logged the Atomic Energy Commission Security Service, in the fall of 1950, printed up
its own UFO report form and distributed it the personnel operating and guarding nuclear installations.
December. Experimental "flying saucers."

(See clipping below)

3 December. Near Gore, New Zealand.
(9:45p.m.)
"Had the appearance that could be expected."

A local newspaper reported:
"A circular object which gave off a
very bright light from its circumference
was sighted in the Chatton district, a few
miles from Gore, last night.
"The object, which had the appearance that could be expected of a flying
saucer, approached from the south-west
shortly before 10 o'clock, said one ofthe
viewers, Mr. W. A. Brock. It hovered
for about 10 minutes in a circular motion
before disappearing quickly. Clouds obstructed Mr. Brock's examination ofthe
object, which was also sighted by Mrs.
S.G. Cross, Mr. Noel Cross and Miss
Lind Cross.
"Mr. C.K. Gardyne first saw the object in the south-west sky at about 9:43 p.
m. and it remained in his view for about
three-quarters of an hour. It gave off a
light which alternately became brilliant
and dull. The saucer-shaped thing appeared to be moving in circles, and it was
in much the same position before disappearing. Mr. Gardyne trained a telescope
on the object, but he could not discover
much about it because of clouds." (76.)
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4 December. NICAP's subcommittee network is established.
Richard Hall was the driving force behind the establishment of a
network of investigative units that became the envy ofthe Air Force.
(See clipping)
6 December. New Guinea news.

UFO activity in New Guinea finally gets some good press coverage. (See page 50)

.T HE HARTFORD TIMES,
FRIDAY, DEC. .C, 1959
Richard Hall, Hartford area
native who now 1.s secretary o!
.the "flying saucer" group, the
;NICAP <National Investigations \.
·committee on Aerial Phenomena>, reports that eight perma- •
.nent lnvestigaLive committees:
for the ot·ganization are nowj
operative. or 1n the process o! ·
being formed, In eight states :

!

and two Canadian provlnces. i

1This

Includes a

Connecticut

L\lnlt.

7 December. Birmingham, Alabama. (night)
"What is it?''
Its hard to say if this thing was a "reflection" or not:
"Looking out of City Hall Sunday night into the black sky, a person exclaimed, 'What is it, what is it?' My God, it's a rocket.'
"A light pink streak, shaped like a block-long rocket, moved slowly in a
steady path high over Birmingham.
"The center of the streak glowed brighter than the ends as it traveled westerly. The tail tapered off into a smoky white.
"At one moment it stopped, lurched backward and then forward. A police
car alerted headquarters. Calls poured into the Weather Bureau, all asking the
same question: 'What is it?'
"It's a reflection from the blast furnaces,' said the weatherman. 'The shape
formed when low-flying clouds started moving into the area'" (77.)
8 December. Invercargill, New Zealand. (12:26 p.m.)
"Hovered 100 feet below cloud level."
It was suggested the UFO in this case may been the sun reflecting off an airplane making it
look "saucery." That theory seems unlikely since the witness states the object was not moving
and any bright glare from a reflection would no doubt only last a few seconds if the aircraft was
near enough to show its shape. It took some time for the witness to notice all the people looking
up and then stop and leave his vehicle. Moreover, it must have been quite a "reflection" to draw
so much attention to itself:
"Dozens of people, children and adults, watched a strange object in the sky
over Invercargill at 12:26 today, according to an eye-witness who telephoned
the News to inquire whether any other reports had been received. None had.
"The eye-witness, an Invercargill insurance agent, said he was travelling
down Elles Road South at the time when he notic~d crowds of children pointing to the sky. He did not take much notice until he saw housewives and shopkeepers coming out to 'have a look.'
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"Stopping his car, the Insurance man got out to have a look himself. What
he saw he described as an object 'much bigger than an aircraft.'
"Asked what type of aircraft, he said the object was much bigger than a DC
3. It was larger by far and looked 'just like a saucer looks when placed upside
Down on a table, only it was the same thickness all along.'
"It was hovering at about 100 feet [another press account says 1,000] below
cloud level. Getting back into his car the eye-witness hurried to get to Bluff
road where he thought he would get a better view but when he got there the object had disappeared.
"Aircraft are reported to have been in the area aroun<J about the time stated
by the observer of the 'object,' but he was emphatic it was not an aircraft. 'It
was much bigger than an aircraft,' he said. 'It was nothing like anything I have
seen in the sky before.'
"The Insurance man said he called in at the Clifton service station where the
a mechanic told him another man had just been talking about a strange object in
the sky. The mechanic had gone outside with that man to 'have a look,' but the
object had disappeared." (78.)
8 December. Stoughton, Massachusetts.

(5:35 p.m)

Mystery cylinder.
A Mr. Robert Minucci wrote Donald Keyhoe in 1969 to say he remembered vividly the sighting of a strange cylinder in the sky over his home back on December 8, 1959. Mr. Minucci recorded his sighting carefully at the time but never submitted it to NICAP because he didn't think
he would be taken seriously since he was a junior in high school.
The basic facts taken from the letter to Keyhoe were these. 1.) Length of observation was 2030 seconds. 2.) The UFO appeared 60-70 degrees above the horizon. 3.) The object appeared
to be a solid-looking, black-colored, cylinder "larger than an aircraft." 4.) No sound was heard.
5.) No wings or protrusions were noted. 6.) No exhaust or vapor trails seen. 7.) Size of a match
held at arm's length. 8.) Weather conditions was a partly cloudy sky. (See drawings below
from letter) (79.)
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14 December. Laverton, Australia. (2:30a.m.)
"Flying melon?"
This happened deep in the outback far from the east coast where all the UFO activity was
taking place:
"Matron Sheila Wooten, ofLaverton 550 miles east of Perth, and her husband,
Cyril, were returning from an emergency run to Leonora Hospital when they noticed a peculiar object in the sky. The time was 2:30a.m. on the morning ofDecember 14, 1959. The strange object was a yellow ball as big as a water melon
with a greenish fin on either side. It was low in the southern sky.
"Mr. and Mrs. Wooten stopped the ambulance to stare at the object and they
took a sighting over a tree[?]. The object moved from side to side and then appeared to approach the amazed watchers on the ground. As it got near it appeared
to grow larger. A Department of Civil Aviation spokesman said that there were
no aircraft in the area at the time." (80.)
14 December. Haverhill, Maine. (Shortly after 7:00p.m.)
Shot straight up.
An eighth grader at Tilton school in Haverhill told her science teacher she saw: " ... a white
light going horizontally across the sky then it changed its course and went vertically... upward.
I heard no noise, like a jet would make, and it didn't seem like any jet I've ever seen. It went
too fust." (81 .) An even more interesting report would come from Haverhill three days later.

16 December. New York City.
- ~··-·

"Space Ship One, Space Ship One." "Do you read me?"
Martians invade Greenwich Village. (See clipping below)

NEW YORK/N.Y.
DAJ LY NEWS . .
· D. 2.ose a21. s : 3,455 , 033
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16 December. NICAP needs help. (See letter on page 54) (82.)
17 December. Australian Air Force Intelligence fmally seeks out Father Gill. (See letter on
page 55)
17 December. Haverhill, Maine. (morning)

"It had a dome on top. A door opened."
Another UFO sighting came in from Haverhill on the 17~. A press report states:
" ... Darcelle Nolan, 8, a second grader at St. Joseph SchooL told of seeing something even more startling yesterday morning on Broadway in Ayers Village while
enroute to school on the school bus.
"Darcelle, along with nine-year-old Diane Pearson of 1320 Broadway, reported
that they saw a bright flash in a field nearby, and 'we saw something round, silvery
colored land in the field and it had a dome on top. A door opened and something
in light colored clothes got out.'
"She reports that four children on the bus saw the object. Her mother, Mrs.
Richard Nolan of 16 South Crystal St., said this morning, 'At first I didn't believe
it, but after she told me the story, I believed her. She's not the type to make up
stories.' " (83.)
19 December. Near Burgoon, Ohio. (5: 15 p.m.)
Stopped and hovered.
A civilian, name deleted in official records, wrote a letter to BLUE BOOK to say:
"Dear Gentlemen:
"On Saturday, December 19, I was walking in the country near Burgoon, Ohio,
with another girl. It was 5:15p.m., the sun was setting, and the temperature was
approximately freezing.
"We saw in a northwest direction what at first we thought to be a jet making a
vapor trail. We didn't think much of it until we looked at it again. It was now

coming straight down, and the trail was moving with it. As it came down, the trail
seemed to disappear and the object took the shape of a ball. As it came still further
down, it took the shape of a saucer. This saucer-shaped thing actually looked as if
it were spinning and it did not have a vertical rotation, but was somewhat titlted.
"After some time, the saucer stopped it's decent and hovered in mid air. We
thought at first that it could be a plane of some sort, but then a plane flew by in
front of the object. The sun did not shine on the plane so as to make it bright as
was the object.
"Before the plane flew by, however; the saucer got smaller and when the plane
flew by, the saucer seemed to rotate in the same direction that the plane was going,
and then disappeared altogether.
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December 16, 1959

Harold D. S~lkin
2950 So. Columbus St.,
Apt. B-1
Arlington 6, Va.
De~r

t_. '· ;· • ·• ._· ;
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Mr. Salkin:

Thanks vary much !or your letter, and generous advance
renewal of your membership. We are grateful for your support
at a very crucial time. Your membership ia now paid through 8/62.

In regard to your kind offer of Tolunteer help, this is ~
the situation: There is always unfini!htd work here and the
files are falling further and further behind. We badly need
clerical help. Any time you can spare us a few hours, we
would be glad to see you. There is usually someone here
from about 9:15 a.m. to about 6:00 p.m., and then the parttime secretary, Mise Elisabeth Iendall, comes in about 7:00 p.m.
and stays for several more hours. It would probably be beet
to give ua a call whenever you are able to make it.
Also, any time you would like to pay a social call you would
certainly be welcome. We have a small group of local members
who are very active, and a D.C. technical subcommittee which
meets once a week. The subcommittee is presently making a
study of electro-magnetic effects reported in asaociation
with UFOe. We have discussed, Yery tentatively, the possibility
of a local meet~ng or eoae aort early next year; but, !rom
past experience we know that the time and effort needed to
organize it would not be justified unless we can somehow have
a legitimate tund-raiaing .. eting.

At any rate, we haTe a great need for Tolunteer help, both
for clerical work and tor the poeeible !ormation of other
subcommittees to explore Tarioua facetl of the UPO problem.
Every little bit helpa, and we appreciate your offer.
Sincerely yours,

R..cf,~.-£- ~l ~._CY-
RH/h

Richard Hall
Secretary of NICAP
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"I cannot describe the color of this object, except that it was very bright and we
thought that it might have been a comet or a falling star. ·
"Since the rest of my family thinks that I am nuts, and I would like to know
what I was looldng at, I thought you might be able to explain it to me." (84.)
19 December. Mystery satellite.
Why would the Navy not talk to the Air Force?
Both the U.S. Air -Force and the U.S. Navy tracked satellites in orbit. If an unidentified object in orbit was detected, the Navy called it an ''UESO." The Air Force listed such objects in
this fashion: "UNK-1-60," which would mean: "the first unknown of 1960." Most such objects
were short-lived "space junk" from previous satellite launches, but there was also the job of
keeping tabs on anything the Russians sent up. As for "real UFOs," who knows?
On December 19th the Navy picked up something quite sizeable, an object about 20 feet long
and about 1,400 pounds in weight that did not emit any radio signal. Eventually it was determined the object was the carrier rocket for a Discovery satellite launched back on August 13th.
This story is of interest because the Navy failed, for some reason, to tell the Air Force. John
Weigle, who edited the small publication UFO/ogy Bulletin, remarked:

"Newsweek reported in its Feb. 22 [1960] issue that the Navy had observed
the object since December 19th [1959], but had neglected to inform the Air Force
or Department of Defense of its existence. Not until an Air Force officer happened to overhear a conversation between 'two Navy associates in the lower echelon
ofthe Joint Chiefs ofStaffintelligence Section,' did the Air Force learn ofthe
object's existence, Newsweek said." (85.)
·
20 December. Redondo Beach, California. (2:15a.m.)
"They were playing a game like a bunch of kids."
According to a Redondo newspaper:
"About eight flying saucers played tag over the Palos Verdes hills early Sunday morning.
"Anyway, that's the report from a well-known Redondean, who wants toremain anonymous.

"He said he and his wife stood on their porch at 2:15am. and watched the
'wonderful display of disks.'
"'They were playing a game like a bunch of kids. There was no formation.
They dodged in and out and ran races. It's a wonder they kept from colliding.'
"He said the disks ranged from bronze to yellow and were 'very bright.'
They all were the same shape and size.
"The night, he said, was beautiful, and the moon was high and almost full.
"'The disks moved faster than anything I've ever seen,' he said." (86.)
(?)December. Near Proberta, California. (5:45a.m.)
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This is a single witness case but it may be important because of certain details. The incident
was investigated by a some NICAP people: Paul Cerny, Kenneth Tice, and Robert Staver. Here
is their official report:
"Larry Jensen was driving north [on U.S. Highway 99W] to work in his 1946
light Ford truck about 5:45am. in December 1959 [exact date not remembered].
His shift was from 6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Corona Box Company located a
short distance south of Red Bluff. The weather was cold, and the sky clear and
studded with stars. There were no clouds. In the back of his truck was a brand
new freezer he had just bought, which he had been looking forward to enjoying
at home.
"He was listening to a radio news broadcast from KSL (Salt Lake City) when
his radio began to make a funny snapping noise. He tried turning the knob to
eliminate this static when he noticed his lights were growing dimmer and dimmer.
He pulled over to the edge ofthe road and jumped out to look at his headlights,
which he discovered to his amazement glowed no stronger than the bulb of a
flashlight whose batteries were almost run down.
"He caught a glimpse of something in the comer of his eye and glanced up to
discover what looked like a large bright green crescent floating above the highway perhaps a quarter mile behind his truck. He later roughly estimated it to be
60 feet or so above the road. He became petrified with fear and discovered that
his clothes had suddenly become very wet. Not just his long underwear but, as
he learned shortly, also his heavy woolen shirt and his sheepskin jacket [There
is a lot of moisture in the air in California's central valley during the Winter
months, especially in the morning. Dense fog is often a traffic hazard. One EM
effect may be a drop in temperature which could produce condensation. It may
also have been sweat from fear.] Further, he felt like he was being crushed inside,
and he later reported: 'I felt like I was being sucked up in space toward the object,
as by a magnet [There is no mention of missing time and he apparently was not
late for work]."
"His first thoughts were that he was a goner, and that he would lose his deep
freezer and never see his family and home again. He decided to make a dash for
his gun (he always carried a rifle in his truck) and try to get off at least one shot
at the object before it got him. So he ran to the car door on the driver's side and
right into his side mirror, which sent him reeling backwards. As quickly as he
could regain his thoughts, he jumped into the cab reaching for his rifle and turned
to look out his rear window only to discover the object was gone. It seems that
he may have lost a few seconds when he hit his head, which slowed him down.
Then he looked out his right door window and saw the same object several miles
away (in the direction of Gerber) moving fast toward the northeast climbing at a
shallow angle up over the Sierra foothills. In about 6 to 8 seconds it was gone
from view. There was no visible trail of jet exhaust.
"What did he notice about the object in the few seconds he saw it? He said
its shape reminded him of a large 'canoe' [If this was a hoax why not just say
'like a saucer.' Perhaps Jensen couldn't see the entire object. Perhaps he was
only seeing its glowing undersurface or a window?]. It appeared to hover in one
location, although it slowly rocked up and down like a giant teeter-totter in slow
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motion. It did not swing back and forth like a pendulum. (Jensen illustrated
with his extended arms the slowness ofthis rocking motion, as best as he could
recall. As imprecise as this information is, it appears that this was not a quick
motion.but involved a cycle ofthe order of6 to 8 seconds;) He said it looked
wider across than its height above the road. He admitted he could not be sure
but that it looked like it was 80' or 90' across and perhaps 15' to 20' thick. All
he saw was the lighted crescent itself [This suggests there could have been an
unseen darker portion]. It was deep bluish-green in color, not dull or softly
glowing but of such a penetrating vividness that he believed 'it could have
been seen 1,000 miles away.' He did not notice any noi.se.
"Something else that stood out in his mind was that he did not encounter a
single car on this highway from shortly before this episode until he was about
Y2 mile north of Proberta. He believes this is the only time in his life this has
has happened. U.S. 99W is the main highway from San Francisco to Portland
and Seattle. It carries heavy traffic.
"With the departure of the object the car lights came back on. Jensen
started his car and drove maybe 200 yards when he smelled rubber burning. He
stopped, got out with his flashlight to investigate and discovered that all of his
battery caps had blown out and the battery had bulged out of shape. (He never
thought to feel it to learn if it were hot.) Further, he discovered his generator
was 'gone.' The armature and field wires had melted together.
"Jensen took off the fan belt and drove the short distance to the plant where
he worked. He reported to Joe Johnson, night foreman at the plywood factory
(Interstate Container Corp.), which was affiliated with Corona Box, and told
him what had happened. Later that morning he told Verne Muse (now deceased), his day foreman. Mr. Muse urged him to report this incident to the
country [county?] sheriff, Lyle Williams, after work. Jensen hung his sheepskin
jacket up to dry but kept his wet shirt and underwear on. He said there was a
big heater in the plant and that his clothes were dry in a couple hours. These
garments were not soaking wet, but they all definitely felt wet to the touch.
They were more than damp.
"Word of the incident spread around the plant, and later that same day a
man who worked on the plywood chipping machine came to him and told Jensen that at 5:45 that morning his brand new Zenith radio had gone dead for
About 5 minutes, then came back on. He lived approximately Y2 mile west of
Proberta.
"Jensen debated to himself all day long about reporting the incident to the
sheriff But after work he did so. Jensen says the Williams went to a private
phone in the comer of the office, made a call, then came back to Jensen and
said: 'we believe you."
"Jensen said no investigators had ever called on him to discuss this encounter and that he felt it was better not to talk much about it. Everyone just
laughed at him.
"Flora Jensen (Larry Jensen's wife): "He was scared to death.'
"Joe Johnson (night foreman) ( 1308 Pear Street, Corning, California)
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"He was the first man that Jensen talked to after the incident. He is still employed by the same company [as of August 1968]. He appears to be close toretirement (if not already past the normal retirement age) and not keen of recollection. Johnson said he does remember Jensen coming to him and telling him about
this. Johnson said Jensen was so terribly excited that he thought Jensen was making up some kind of a joke. 'We asked him ifhe dreamed it up.' But Jensen was
absolutely serious. Johnson cannot now recall any details but he does remember
something about an object up in the air and also about a bump on Jensen's head.
"Larry Jensen (Questioned on August 19, 1968)
"Jensen said he had been in to see SheriffLyle Williams during the day and
that Williams had, on being questioned by Jensen, admitted that on that day back
in 1959 when Jensen had reported his strange episode, Williams had phoned Beale
Air Force Base immediately before telling Jensen that he believed his story. (Presumably there may have been radar confirmation. However, no check-back was
made on this with Williams because earlier in the day he had not admitted-or recalled -phoning anyone on that day in this regard. This occurred nearly 9 years
ago and possibly Jensen jogged his memory on this.)
"Lyle Williams. Sheriff of Tehama County.
"His records for December 1959 show no report ofthe Jensen sighting. Williams lived in Corning for many years and knows Jensen well. He used to take
Jensen's son hunting with him [Williams thought Jensen might be making a joke].
Williams made it known that his office did not write up a report on everything
brought to their attention." (See map and drawing on page 60) (87.)
The NICAP EM subcommittee.
Reports like Jensen's drew attention. Could UFOlogists do science with the information provided in such testimony? Perhaps of equal interest to UFOlogists was the possibility that the details in such stories could provide a test to their authenticity, something badly needed.
The NICAP Electromagnetic subcommittee was established in July and its first order of business was to collect every account like Jensen's from available literature. This development was
inevitable after the UFO flap of 1957 when 30 such EM cases were reported in the month of
November alone. Some of the most dramatic incidents made headlines across the country.
Once collected, the EM data was sorted into categories by the NICAP people. These were:
failures of automobile headlights and other lights, radio-television interference, physiological ef
-fects, and engine failures.
The data was then scrutinized further. The samples suggested, for example, that when a
vehicle experiences trouble with its electrical system during a close approach by a UFO there
seems to be a definite failure sequence: radio, engine, and then headlights (compare this sequence with Jensen's story).
Apparently this subcommittee work seemed so pr:omising member Richard Hall wanted to
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alert the Air Force by writing Major Tacker at the Pentagon. In reply, the PIO chief acted like
the military was so stupid it didn't even suspect anything! (See letter on page 62) The truth of
the matter, one can hardly doubt, was the reaction ofthe Air Force to Mrs. Robert Kinney's experience on November 11, 1958. At that time a UFO caused extensive damage to the electrical
circuits in Mrs. Kinney's home. The commander ofForbes AFB sharply criticized her for not
calling him in the middle ofthe night (1:35 a.m.!), and for not saving the damaged wiring so the
Air Force could study it.

22 December. Oakdale, California. (12:07 am and 12:45 am.)
Bowl-shaped object 20 feet
Some others apparently corroborated Mr. Lindsley's story but unfortunately a press account
about the observations was very brief:
" ... a Mrs. Estelle Hendershott of Waterford came forward to report that she

had seen the object while driving to her home at about 12:15 a.m., after leaving
work at the John Inglis Frozen Food plant in Modesto. Other women on the night
shift saw the object, also, and Mrs. Charles Erikson, ofModesto, reported seeing
the object on her way home." (88.)
22 December.
"RHH" (Richard Hall?) discusses UFOs with a jet pilot named "Don." (See page 64)

24 December. "UFOs Serious Business."
On December 24th Major General Richard E. O'Keefe, Acting Inspector General, issued instructions pertaining to ''UFO business" to every Air Base Commander in the United States. The
document was not classified but it also was not intended for public distribution. Within two
months the General's instructions were discovered and made available to NICAP by someone
who had access. NICAP, in turn, sent photocopies to the news media.
Across the top of the document were the words: "UFOs Serious Business." This is not the
kind of language one usually finds in military papers. It so impressed pro-UFO author Frank
Edwards he used it, with a slight alteration, for the title to his coast-to-coast bestseller: "Flying
Saucers-Serious Business."
Before we comment further, it is best we read the complete document. A reproduction of the

original can be found in Edwards' bestseller. (89.) A few of the words here and there are hard
to make out but most are clear enough to read:
"UFO'S SERIOUS BUSINESS
"Unidentified Flying objects- sometimes treated lightly by the press and
referred to as 'flying saucers'- must be rapidly and accurately identified as
serious USAF business in the ZI [Zone oflnterior]. As AFR 200-2 points
out, the Air Force concern with these sightings is 'threefold: First of all, is the
object a threat to the defense ofthe U.S.? Secondly, does it contribute to
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OAKDALE-Anyone see a
bright orange object swooping down on McHenry Avenue north of Modesto shortly after midnight yesterday?
Kenneth Lindsley, 28, did,
and hopes that by making his
experience public, someone
.e lse who saw it may offer a
plausible explanation.
He tells his story this way:
"I was stranded in Modesto
Tuesday night and had to
hitch hike home. I got a ride
to the Oasis at Claribel Road
and McHenry Avenue and got
out of the car at 10 minutes
to midnight. The Oasis was
clo.sed. No people or cars
were around.
"The air was clear and
sound carried a long distance.
My eyes are in good shape because they were tested just j
: two weeks ago. And I had not,
1
, had anythin& to drink.
--,-,At exactiy12:o7 AM, com- ,
ing down Claribel Road andi
headed towards me I noticed:
a bowl shaped object comei
out of the clouds. 1 would
estimate that it was a couple
thousand feet up when I first
saW it.
"My first thought was thati
:it was the moon but after·
; checking, I found the moon
. did not rise until later. It
' came real low and I still
thought for a time that it was~·
the reflection of the moon. It
was very orange in color and,
very bright.
·
"As it got closer to me I
began to think it might be
something else. It hadl
dropped to about 20 feet oven
the highway and was throw-i
ing reflections on the road. :

It was so bright I could see:
clearly both sides of the road
and the trees.
·

I

"It extended over the entire
road and on it I could see
shadows which appeared to be
moving but I could not distinguish what they were. It,
took about one and a half!
minutes to get down, stopping '
just a b o v e the telephone
poles. It stayed there for two
minutes, then went back '
down the road and up into the!
~~
:
"It unnerved me so much.~·
that headed back to Modesto :
to stay with a friend.
/
"I had walked about one I
and a half miles and was at j
the location of the new Me- !
Henry Bowl when I spotted .
the object again. This time it !
did not come down nearly as ·
close and did not stay as long.
This second appearance was
at 12:45 AM."
,
Lindsley said there was no ;
sound and no one around Who ·
· might verify his observance.,
Just before seeing the object·
at the Oasis, a sheriff's car ,
was parked in the area and
his only wish now is that -it
had remained · a few minutes
longer.
Lindsley, a junior college
graduate, bachelor and hardware store manager, often
hitches rides to and from Modesto.
After seeing the " thing,"
which gave him "the creeps,"
he yesterday decided to ask
his former Oakdale High
science tea c her, William
Maxey, what it might have ,
been .
Maxey suggested it first be;
ascertained if anyone else ,
saw it, and Lindsley, the son
of · the senior Kenneth Lindsleys of Oakdale, called a Bee!.
correspondent to make his re- .:
port.
I
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DEC&MBER 22, 1959

Notea by RHR

~

,,

They aaked for recent dope,,ind the talk 10t around to general theories.
Don said: "Personally, I
ieve we~ art being visited by beinge from
outer apace."

Don mention.a a
- :::.:~i~~-b~e hd -heaii_; ,~ . -·etilor on board
the
(I die~pi down whether it wae the ·actual ·W itneaa.) !fter
aention ng it, he we t off on another tack, and I ba~ to keep eteering
the conversation bapk in order to get the detaila. He talked to the
·---eailor about
mpntha ago, and the incident waa approximately one
year ago:

ahif

-

4-'

·. -• • • • r'~Jj.

*hundred
It waa a submarine picket-ahip Uie"..c~uJ,dn't re~~l:.. the lliJU) a few
mileil off Oibralter in the~· lor.th Atlant1..,;;t¢.'man o~ watch had
r

-· .. rr

-:::.

a camera attetWting to photouaph propellQt!::pho·aphore•eenae, when he
noticed a gr .. n glow in the w~~'t.i !h~n-a cU~ .. -Yitltr- a green · band around
the edge, roae UJt to the ·~~·on up i'nto the air. He photographed
it and called the C&pta_ip. wlio alao saw it. The U10 was aleo tracked on
ship's radar. Later"; the Navy took the tilm and camera~

~ Don also aaid that wit~~the paat few aontha jete were aerambled

ohaae a~ UFOa, and tb•o-jeota aeemed to aoom directly
- .· -·_ away rro"ift:ffe baae at tremendous •J?Itd. '{tia jibea with a tip Tom
____ gave us about an AF/radarfj~t ao~amble oa••- i~·
recently.
He could'nt or didn't say any aore.)
At one point, Don commented to the e!tect that he waa flying
and they couldn't · touch •em (implyinl that UFO pertormanQea made--them
feel a little backwards.) He baa been keepeng up with developaente
through hia brother, and appeared to be well-versed. Sai~ he could see
how the AF could put preaaure on Ruppelt ••• acreed that a&ny in AY did
not like polioy ••• waa intereated to know that RICAP included pilots and
military o!ficere. One o! the !irat queationa he aaked waa whether AF
cou1d get after officers who were mubere. I asaured him we had Adairal's
and.. General' a, etc., both on Board and Panel and in ••mberahip (&. g•v•
him list of Board & Panel). He had read laat summer's version ot All 200-2
and knew ita contents, aaid he had heard ot the Sept. revision. I told him
that only way to ,et in trouble was to report a ease to !TIC, then make
it public. No harm in giving leads to unelaaaitied caaea, and that we had
recei~ed many auch reports from military officera.
Don has an engineering degree, and ia very interested in the propulsion
angle. Thinks •lectro-magnetic propUlsion idea ia logical and reasonable.
Diecuseed possible relationehi
tween UFO color changes and speeds: said
probably due to arrange~o
'one aro
wed him our E-M s t udy
1 a. Re suggested
and mentioned the aaaes in which UFOa responded
they might be mietakin~ lights for. ray weapona •••
young, in 20's I~
pilots would give Don'e approximate ast•
·.~

brackets for. j e.t
.

--()
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technical or scientific knowledge? And then there's the inherent USAF responsibility to explain to the American people through public-information media
what is going on in their skies.
"The phenomena or ... [actual ?] ... objects ... [not clear] ... UFO's will tend to
increase, with the public more aware of goings on in space ... [but?] still inclined
to some apprehension. Technical and defense considerations will continue to exist in this era.
"Published about three months ago AFR 200-2 outlined necessary orderly
qualified reported as well as public-information procedures. This is where the
ay, with practices judged at least satisfactory by combase should ... [stand?] tor·
mander and inspector.
"-Responsibility for · dling UFO's should rest with either intelligence, operatiqils, the Provost Marshal or the Information
Offices- in tru't order of preference, dictated by limits of the
base organizat pn;
"-A specific officer ~hould be designated as responsible;
"-He should have · · perience in investigative techniques and also,
if possible, s ntific or technical background;
"-He should have tb.ority to obtain the assistance of specialist on
the base;
"-He should bee IPped with binoculars, camera, Geiger counter,
magnifying. lss and have a source for containers in which to
store sampl
isthat every UFO sighting be investigated and reported to the
"What is reques
Air Technical InteJl jnce Center at Wright-Patterson AFB and that explanations to
the public be reali~
nd knowledgeable. Normally that explanation will be made
tmation Office . ... [It's?] ... [to our advantage?] to ....the job of
only by the USAF
being experts in 0 1.-na.I"'"H ... [domain?]." (See Edward's photocopy on page 66]
How does one int
this document? Should we take it at face value -an encouragement to
follow procedures _al....,..,._, in place with the words "serious business" added to offset the debunking publicized by th<:

agon?

Those in the UFC
unity did note something new, a request that:" ... explanations to the
pwledgeable." This remark about explanations suggests a confession
public be realistic an
that statements mad~ I e past may have not been "realistic or knowledgeable."
It should be ment Pi that another view of this message from the Inspector General, as seen
in the context of the 1Q , is that perhaps a document was needed to provide "evidence" for
Congress the Air Fo~ ~ ' as doing an "outstanding job" in its investigation ofUFOs.
I

26 December. L ~~ ~each, California. (daytime?)

66

-. TRAINING

OPEitATIOHS

, - - - - - - - - - U F O ' I RIUOUS BUQNEIIB - - - - - - - - - - - ,
Unldenl.U'lH

obfectt; • eo . .ume. treat•d

fb'J.nc

l~hUy

by the pr, .. and

r• ..

rerred to u ·~nr"'' uuc ..... • .. •u.t • r~~Ndl y a.nd ac ~.: wately tdltnl111td a.. .. r1•
" "'' USAF ~ .., u. Zl. .. AD 100-1 polot l o..X , .lh t Air r oec:f' ClJnc trn
'ltlth.LMM "liiMinP t. ~ ' " .. ~ &1.1, I• the u bJrc t 1 thrt!al to \he Oefi!Me

ol ... u.&.' ..con.Ay, ... u Ollnlo'lbulo to lactwc~ or oclc nllllc ~ o .. ocap7
And U•• U..ro'a,.. ""'-- 1*1
1>0 upl&Jn 101M ~«loJIIl
pooplo tllro\lp
"'"'--.......,,. . . . . , . a l.llll>olt .-.-,

••-IWllr

,..le......

TIM plle-OIIIa"' 1111-.l ~ ..,....... CIJO't wW linoltu IIICro... ,
with the public:
nart f1 ..... Clll Ill
IIIIi llJII-.tliWd Ill ,.,_ - · -·
h•ru,..uu, T C" c bnu&.l- and def'Mot conel c'n .. lona •Ul C'onllnue to ~.:.dtt In lblf tf4.

•or.

*-

Pualiahed ".~-thr .. D'W.Jnlh• ~o;"'"'lrrk 2 uU~J ov.tllnea.,.tctnary cJratfly.
quOLJ.\l.t.•i:1 r~pori\J\ u weU u publl.: ·hfo qn.U ion prl.le t d....,... T~• U....,r• 1he
bu• anould
l1udoy, _,..Ktlua l•dl•ij •< leu I ..u.ftottor y by ca ... IIIMCiir

••ali

and tn epec t,J r :

- RelllpoA•lthUtyfor ~ UP'O'e ahO\.IJ.d r•ut with ett.her tnt •UJ ..
"enee4 . . . ,...,., U. Provoe t M&rat\al or ow W or ll\aUOn
Offlr'-•1 • tn tM1 order of pulere/)Ce , d.icl.Ud by llml ~ o(
!Jio"-<«~
• A

..-u~o

• Ht -

~

IAiday 7-Sl71

•lltJer

•...w bt

dooo>paUd .. ,.._lblo;

.._. . . . . . - /.11 ~ve tec:llal_.,...., oleo,

...,.._., ..-uric or

tec:llelcol

• Htthollldb8"'.......,,.abta!DUW

boc~oun4;

uo1•~•

ct _.,,..,.,.

011

u..~-;

PRESS CLIPPING BUREAU
165 ' Church Street - New York

.. He

•wttbe t~ wltb binoc\&l.ua , c:.amera, Ge~.&er co\WttAr ,
aa&n\ly~ sLaH .-d han a ~ce for C'ont&lntrl in whlcb

1a-

10 . . . .._......••

LOHG BEACH, CALIF.
IHDEPEHDEHT
0 . 38 , 54Q

DEC '2. u ':5(j

'M- 11\fl ~JqMr'-'--

._ ... .._... .

SOMETHING'S UP
n"uog stiUCcrs were in the news again whe.n three p~m.r:c rs at a· Santa ~e

l

Srr ing s ool "ref inery spied a shiny obJ eCt high ovcrhcdd at dusk. Roy Prwt!.:
(left) :lt. of Whilli cr, and his two co-workers from Long Beach, Rob~ .•
Du rh am (center) , 16, of 6641 Gundry Ave., and Bill ~eedon, 32, of 3103 :~;

Lees Ave., said the object hovered · for
quickly out of aight.-(Staff Photo.) r
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Year's end. The Australian government receives guidance.
Pressed into a corner by civilian UFO groups, while specific questions were being raised in
federal parliament, the Australian government sought help from its allies. A response came
from London late in the year. (See the official communication)
The American reply, if any, is not available, but most likely it would have been the same
advice received from the English which was to follow the Pentagon's lead.
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The Gill sightings are official "explained."
In light of the possibility "illegal flights by a foreign nation were being made over Australian
Territory (Papua, New Guinea being under Australian administration)," the Australian Department of Defense, Directorate of Air Force Intelligence, dispatched Squadron Leader F.A. Lang
to investigate. Squadron Leader Lang met with Rev. Gill on December 29, 1959, in Victoria,
Australia (Which meant a foreign nation had six months to do what it wished in Papua if that was
the case. Apparently the Australians had never heard of Pearl Harbor). After questioning Rev.
Gill (and no one else, or even visiting Boianai) Squadron Leader Lang "solved the mystery."
His report follows:
"Mr. [Rev.] Gill is a young married man. He is obviously well educated
and has had considerable experience as a missionary/teacher in New Guinea.
He stated that until late June 1959 he had not considered UFO's seriously and
even now was not convinced that what he had observed in the sky were, in fact,
UFO's. He added that he would be prepared to accept any logical explanation
for the phenomena. He did not appear to be seeking publicity, and claimed

that the report was made public by his superior in Dogura. Further, he implied
that the press and flying saucer organizations had distorted some of the facts.
"Mr. Gill stated that UFO's have been seen regularly in the Dogura!Boianai
area over a long period and that a number of the white population, including
government officials, professional men and missionaries, were taking an active
interest in them. The first occasion that the Reverend had heard directly of
UFOs operating in the area was in November 1958 when three ofhis friends in
Dogura observed, on two separate occasions, lights traveling at high speed and
at high altitude. One of these lights was said to be intermittent. In March
I April 1959 he and his wife saw unexplainable lights high on Mount Purdi,
which is some four to five miles south ofthe mission station, and which is not
normally frequented by natives. These lights appeared to switch from one
side of the mountain to the other with great rapidity.
"Prior to the fust sightings by Reverend Gill, he had undertaken a trek in
the jungle for a period often days. On his return he was informed that one of
his native teachers had observed a bright light in the sky, on the evening of the
21st June. Subsequently, over a period of approximately two weeks, the
Reverend observed a series of bright lights in various sections ofthe sky in the
vicinity of his mission station. These lights were also seen by a number of
his native staff(refer to copy ofReverend Gill's report held by you).
"On the night of the 26th June the largest of the bright lights had projections
along the upper edge which resembled human forms. Although features and
clothing could not be distinguished they appeared to respond to hand-waving by
the party of observers who concluded that they must be humans. The Reverend
Gill was unable to take photographs because he had no film at the time of the
sightings.
"Many of the white and native population ofthe area have been seeing
bright lights which travel at great speed for some considerable time and are convinced of the existence of flying saucers.
"Probably the constant light and the intennittent light observed in November
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1958 were the USSR and US Satellites. The lights seen by the Reverend and his
wife on Mount Purdi, in March 1959, could well have been light from the setting
sun reflected on wet or shiny-surfaced rocks.
"Although the Reverend Gill could be regarded as a reliable observer, it is felt
that the June/July incidents could have been nothing more than natural phenomena
colored by past events and the subconscious influences of UFO enthusiasts. During the period of the report the weather was cloudy and unsettled with light thunder storms. Although it is not possible to draw firm conclusions, an analysis of
rough bearings and angles above the horizon does suggest that at least some of the
lights observed were the planets Jupiter, Saturn and Mars. Light refraction, the
changing position of the planet relative to the observer and cloud movement would
give the impression of size and rapid movement. In addition, varying cloud densities could account for the human shapes and their sudden appearance and disappearance."
"I concur."
Attached to Land's report in official files is a note by Australia's Defense Secretary, a Mr. A.
B. MacFarlane:
"I concur with Lang's findings. It seems probable that the lights observed
by Mr. Gill were natural phenomena.
"Air Ministry, London, have advised me that 90% of all sightings ofUFO's
investigated by them can be attributed to a variety of causes ranging from mete-'
oro logical balloons to aircraft lights. The 10% usually remain unexplained because of a lack of reliable evidence.
"An inquiry, relative to the latest views of the United States Government
has been directed to the United States Air Force, Directorate oflntelligence, but
no reply has yet been received.
"In the light of our own and overseas military experiences, the reported
sights ofUFOs by Reverend Gill do not contain sufficient additional evidence
to warrant any firm opinion that illegal flights by alien countries are being made
over Australian Territory." (90.)
The American Air Attache.

It was the usual practice to ignore overseas UFO reports, but in the case of the New Guinea
incidents, the American Air Attache in Australia did forward some information to BLUE BOOK
in January 1960. Major Mance C. Smith copied the Lang report and sent the material to Wright
Field without comments of his own except to say he concurred with the Australian Intelligence
officer's conclusions. (91.) Apparently Major Smith never made any inquiries himselfto confirm the facts in the case. He should have at least consulted an astronomer.
Dr. Menzel and the planets.
America's famous UFO skeptic, Dr. Donald Menzel, tried to make Squadron-Leader Lang's
explanation work by proposing more detailed speculations. In his armchair at home, Dr. Menzel
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dreamed up answers. He favored both Venus and Jupiter as the cause for most of the UFO reports in New Guinea, but relied on Venus alone to explain the sensational "waving men" sighting
by Gill. However, since Venus at its brightest is still only a point oflight, Menzel had to include
some other factors to produce a large and elongated image as seen by Gill and Mission teacher
Moi. Menzel assumed both men suffered from appreciable stigmatism and myopia and were not
wearing their glasses that day. Throw in some atmospheric instability and you have people seeing mystery blobs in the sky. (92.)
Dr. James E. McDonald and planetary data.
Whether any planets were responsible for the Gill sighting was simple to answer since all one
had to do was some math.
Dr. James McDonald's calculations proved that misidentified planets "can scarcely be accepted" as a solution.
Moreover, Dr. McDonald's specialty was atmospheric physics and he brushed aside Menzel ' s
ideas about "unsettled tropical weather." (See "planetary data" on page 71) (93.)
Dr. Hynek and the Gill case.
Unlike Menzel or Squadron Leader Lang, Air Force advisor J. Allen Hynek actually went to
New Guinea (in 1973) to stand on the beach at Boianai in front ofthe coral cement church to
check out the site of the incident. He also met with some of the witnesses, paying special attention to the descriptions of the craft and the figures. Dr. Hynek was impressed and saw no
reason to challenge the version of events as documented by Father Gill. (94.)
Jerome Clark's interview of Father Gill.
A more complete understanding of the Gill case can be gained by consulting the writings of
Jerome Clark. Clark met Father Gill on October 1, 1977 at the Center for UFO Studies, Evanston, Illinois. The Anglican cleric was on a lecture tour of the U.S. after attending an educator's
conference at Oxford, England, and probably stopped in to visit Dr. Hynek who ran the UFO
research center. Clark submitted questions complied from books and articles authored by UFO
debunkers like Daniel Cohen, Dr. Menzel, and Philip J. Klass.
We can't cover everything here, but we can say the critics ended up looking foolish and not
Father Gill.
Cohen's single remark about the case was ~easy to dismiss. Cohen wrote in the an article
for Science Digest that since Papua was a pretty obscure place one could not be sure Father Gill
was not an invention by some tabloid reporter. (95.) Gill laughed at that and asked Jerome if
he wanted to see a driver's license.
Menzel and Klass hardly did better. How could the two men be so wrong about information
that was not debatable? For example, the witness Moi had excellent vision and never wore
spectacles so how could Menzel say the Mission teacher forgot to put on his glasses? Careless
mistakes like that by a Harvard professor baffled and annoyed Gill. Phil Klass was no improvement on Menzel. The suggestion by Klass that the Reverend Cruttwell was Gill's superior, a
vital point in one ofhis arguments, was simply not true. The two men were colleagues of equal
status.
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~ p~etary d&t& for the time of the Gill sightings, Boianai, New
au.in6&, .JWle 26-21, l9S9 - J. E. McDonald, Univ. Arizona, 4/3/67.

'!'he riqht uceuions (RA) and declinations (Decl) o:f the four
briqht:.e.t planet. in the •ky at the time of the Boianai sighting& are
UJten from the 1959 Aaerican Ephemeris and Nautical· Almanac. Magnitudes (JD) ~ i.nurpolated fran Sky ' Telescope, 6/59, and are accurate
to about 0. 2-0 .l aagni tude-uni ta. An diti are for June 27, 19 59, but
Qeqliqibu error is incurred if they are &pl?lied a day or two on either
dde ot the 27th.
All tiaea qiven in the table (for Rise, · Transit, and Set) are
accurate only to about t 10 minutes, since they were not calculated, but
re&d !rca a cele.atial globe, with the planetary positions set up from
the ~ria data. Altitudes and azimuths wera also read from the
cel.sti&l CJlobe, and are good only to about ± 1-2 degrees. These accuraciea are a~uate here.
~ t..imea are Local Stalldard Times for 150° E, very nearly the longitude ot loianai, ao no longitude correction has been included. The
!:quatioe of 'fu.e for June 27 is about -2m 40s, which is small enough
<ca.pare4 with errors inherent in reading times from a celestial globe)
tlat ~ &or adjutaent vas not made.
AJIJ..Imtha (.Aa) of Jti.a and Set points are given according to the
COM"eDtioc t.h&~ dDe Borth is o•, due Eaat is go•, etc.
J.U~ &Jaql. . (Z) at transit (aa the planet culminates at the
Boianai ..rtdi&n) are indicated in degrees South or North of the local
&e.ni til.

!be aol&r apparent right ascension was 6h 20m, its declination
+2r 21' on June 27, and sunset was ncar 1745 at Boianai on that date.
aoi&A&i can be ta.kan aa looated at l0°S, 150°B for purposes of this
cH..acuaaiOil.
P:anet

RA

DGc:l

m

Rise
Tilae

Az

Transit I
Set
Time
z f Time Az
2030 286.
i 1445 29°N
2045 287°
1500 27°N
0300 251°
20-45 6•s
2340 1o•s ! 0600 246°

I

M'l.rB

9h 13m

+17° 22'

+2

0850

73°

Venus

!h Jla

+16. 11'

-4

0910

7s•·

T

lSh 2:sat
H30 l09e
-17° 33' 'i -2
0 I 1715 ll4t'
I Uh 161n I -22° 27'

!
l

J~i~er

Saturn

~-

i

I

Comparin-; these planetary data with details of the 3oianai sighti.ngs
ae dftscribed in the Cruttwe11 report of March, 1960, indic~tes that the
Buqqestion lllAde by the RAAP in a letter to Mr. ? • :::. Norris of V?SRS
dated r.bruary 22, l960, that misidentifiec planet3 might telp explain
the aiqhtings can acarcely be accepted.
Ncr does it seemat all likely,
in te~ of the atmospheric physicd involved, that "unsettled tropical
veather oould CJiv. the impression of size and rapid movemer.t" that is
d.&ucri.bed in Rev. Gill'• summary of the sightinqs. 'rhus, I believe conYentioaal astronomical explAllations ca.n be ruled O'.lt in the Gill
•ightinqs.
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Father Gill complained to Clark:" .. .I fear that Menzel and Klass have made their assumptions without bothering to check whether they could possibly have any basis in fact." (96.)
Decade's end.
One might argue UFO logy was taking new directions with the dawning of a new decade.
Certainly NICAP's establishment of an EM subcommittee marked a beginning of a good
scientific look at UFO reports, and then there was Gabriel Green's saucer convention at the
Statler-Hilton of Adamski-type contactees which turned out to be a high point for that subculture. In other areas there was a building concern about UFOs in Congress.
None ofthese developments, however, compare to the emergence of a darker side to the UFO
experience. Both the Flora Evans and private Erwin cases produced important clues to the UFO
mystery. Unfortunately Coral Lorenzen never got a chance to question Erwin while the young
soldier was under hyponsis. She was convinced Erwin's ''special amnesia" was the key to the
UFO riddle.
Coral wrote Keyhoe:
" ... ifyou go back and read the [APRO Bulletin] (Mar. or May 1959) in which
we recount the story about the soldier who saw a UAO [UFO] and passed out for
24 hours, you'll see one of the reasons that I've kept on [going?] sick and half dead
from lack ofrest." (97.)
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