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"UFOs are the Fifth Horseman of the Apocalypse."
--- Dr. Lincoln La Paz

"Dark Age."
Waveney Girvan, writing in the English publication Flying Saucer Review, said:
"The years 1960, 1961 and 1962 were particularly dark. As far as general interest
was concerned, the saucers might as well as have disappeared from our skies. While
it was true that local reports kept coming in, the public got into their heads that the
subject was nonsensical and that it was nothing more than an out-of-date newspaper
stunt." ( xx.)
(xx.)

Girvan, Waveney. "Ten Years Old." Flying Saucer Review. NovemberDecember 1964. Vol.lO, No.6. p.4.

Richard Hall ofNICAP recalls this period in this way:
"The period of 1958-1963 has to rank as the darkest of UFO 'Dark Ages.' Little
or nothing about UFOs was reported by the news media, although scattered (but often
significant) sightings were being made. NICAP struggled along trying to survive with
little financial support and a staff of one (me). I had a few part time volunteers as hel-

pers." (xx.)
(xx.)

Hall, Richard. "Bridging 50 years ofUFO History." UFOs 1947-1997.
Eds: Hilary Evans and Dennis Stacy, John Brown Publishing Ltd.,
London, England. May 1997. p.213.

Air Force BLUE BOOK consultant Dr. J. Allen Hynek observed:
" ... from 1958 through 1963, UFO reports began to diminish in quality as well as
quantity, and I felt that perhaps 'the flying saucer' era was on the wane and would
soon vanish. But since 1964 there has been a sharp rally in the numbers of puzzling
sightings." (xx.)
(xx.)

Hynek, Dr. J. Allen. "Are Flying Saucers Real." The Saturday Evening Post.
December 17, 1966. p.20.

Jackie Gleason.
The "Great One" was one the most famous personalities in the entertainment business at
this time. Although he earned huge amounts of money as an actor and a comedian, Jackie
Gleason also had a serious side that had nothing to do with fame and fortune. He was fascinated
by the para-normal and owned a huge library of 4,000 books devoted to unexplained phenomena.
Columnist Ben Gross noted in his "What's On?" column in the New York Daily News that
Gleason became sober, serious, and highly perceptive, when the para-normal subject came up, a
subject notorious for fraud and misrepresentation. Gleason included the UFO mystery among his
far-out interests. Gross learned about Gleason's authoritativeness and his desire to impart his
knowledge about the unknown quite by accident. Gross wrote:
" ... about 2 A.M. Wednesday morning I happened to be listening to Long John's
all-night session on WOR when who should be dominating the conversation but that
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robust, roistering and talented comedian, Jackie Gleason.
"He was talking about flying saucers (says-they come from other planets), extrasensory perception (he believes in it), ghosts, poltergeists, teleportation (he's sold
on these) and religion (he's a true believer). And what's more, he discussed these
topics in a highly articulate, intelligent and often a witty manner.
"Unexpectedly, Jackie walked into Long John's studio while the tall one [LJ]
was interviewing two advertising men, Edward Gottschel and Arthur Hawkins.
Thereafter no one stood a chance. Gleason took over and until5 A.M. gave listeners a truly fascinating glimpse ofthe character and mental makeup of one ofthe
most unusual personalities before the public today." (xx.)
(xx.)

Gross, Ben. "Whats On?" New York, N.Y. New York Daily News. 1 January 60. ·
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1960 (no exact date) Adelaide, Australia, (Just before 6:00a.m.)
Looked like a Zeppelin.
A Mrs. W.M. Pettifor states:
"During 1960 I was employed as a cook at a migrant hostel in Adelaide. On the
day in question I was on my way to work just before six, it was still dark at the time.
Suddenly my attention was drawn to a huge cigar-shaped object which seemed to
rise gently over a ridge of hill just ahead. It was enveloped in an orange glow.
There were no windows visible and, in some respects, it looked like one of the old
Zeppelins which I had seen pictures of as a child. There was no sound of an engine.
It cruised along level with the hills for a few moments, then suddenly shot vertically
into the sky at a fantastic speed. It was out of sight in a matter of seconds.
"I was ridiculed at the hostel when I mentioned what I had seen, but the newspapers that evening mentioned that other people, including a milkman, had also seen
the strange object." (xx.)
(xx.)

Hervey, Michael. UFOs Over The Southern Hemisphere. Horwitz Publications
Inc. Pty. Ltd.: Sydney, Australia, 1969. p.154.

Late 1959 or early 1960. Near Connelly AFB, Waco, Texas. (about 10:00 p.m.)
"I remembered the technique of ramming which was taught as a last res6it."
A retired Air Force Lt. Col. who asked that his name not be used related the following story to
MUFON investigators:
"In the interest of getting this account on paper, the following is a description of
events as I remember them. The actual date and time can be obtained from my flight
records. In late 1960 I was an Instructor Pilot, 1st Lt., in F-89J' s stationed at James
Connelly AFB in Waco, Texas. The Instructor Radar Observer I was teamed with
was 1st Lt. Joe E. Meyer.
"In late 1959 or early 1960 Gen. Curtis E. LeMay conducted an exercise to test
his bomber's capability to penetrate our air defenses, and we, as a fighter squadron,
were ordered to stand down from training RO's (Radar Observers) and to participate
in the air defense exercise.
"At about 10 p.m. I was scrambled from hot alert and turned over to the controlling radar site at Ft. Hood. A 'bogey' had been detected in West Texas, and I was
assigned to intercept it. I ran in the afterburner longer than anticipated, and made a
successful intercept of a B-4 7 at 42,000 feet somewhere Midland, Texas. My exact
location was not a concern as I was under radar control. After the intercept I swung
around and headed back towards Waco.
"As I said, I was getting low on fuel, so I pulled the throttles back a little and went
into a gradual powered descent. There was a thin undercast below us at about 10,000
feet. The night was crystal clear with visibility unlimited. The starlight and moonlight were bright enough to see the white undercast below us as I descended for an
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approach into James Connelly.
"At this point we were still under radar control from Ft. Hood. I arrived just north
and westofWaco at 22,000 feet and could see the base through some breaks in the
clouds. The lights of Waco lit up the clouds to my right below, adding to my orientation. At this time I broke off radar control as I had the field in sight and intended to
make a VFR approach as there was no other traffic on the radio.
"I swung to the right towards Waco, and out of force ofhabit looked over my
shoulder to be certain I wasn't turning into another aircraft. In so doing I noticed a
light way out to my right and level with us, over Waco. I pointed this out to Joe, and
he also saw the light.
"I continued my turn while watching the pinpoint of light. It didn't move as I
swung into it. I added power, leveled off, and put the object on my nose. At 12 miles
Joe told me he had picked up the object and would lock-on if he could. In a moment
he had a lock-on, and my pilot's scope lit up to show a collision course to fly for firing
our 2.75 rockets.
"Although unarmed, the attack radar presented information as if we were armed.
Joe gave me course and overtake information and, as we approached, I could see that
the object had four extremely bright blue-white round dots of light on the side that I
could observe. I checked my true airspeed against the overtake ring on my scope, as
by now we were down to 10 seconds to fire.
"Our overtake and my true airspeed were identical, meaning that the object was
standing still. I was reading 275 TAS. I tried to measure the width of the object
against my wingspan and came up with something around 25-30 feet. Joe and I estimated the height at 8-9 feet. By now we were down to 5 seconds to frre and on a
collision course with the object. I wondered what the hell I was going to do.
"We were both talking, and Joe could see it over my helmet. We concluded it was
a UFO. I remember that the technique of ramming, which was taught as a last resort,
came into my mind. Instantly the dot on my scope flew up and I heard the radar antenna hit the stops. I had been looking at the scope. I looked up to see the object
climbing straight up at an incredible speed.
"Within a few seconds we were directly under where the object had been, and Joe
and I looked straight up into its belly, which was round and, again, a brilliant bluewhite.
"When I flew directly below the spot where the object had been, I anticipated hitting the 'wash' from the downward thrust of whatever engine was powering the craft.
But to our surprise there was none. No bump as we expected. No downward thrust as
from a propeller or rocket engine.
"As we watched, the vehicle rapidly became smaller and smaller until it was like a
star in the sky, then it went out of sight. Joe and I estimated that we lost sight of it in
excess of90,000 feet. We were extremely shaken up by the event and swore each
other to secrecy, as we knew if we mentioned what had just happened we would be
branded as nuts and not believed and probably grounded. I completed the letdown
and landing, and Joe and I never spoke of the incident again. I was transferred later
that year and have not seen or spoken to Joe since that time.
"The foregoing is a true account, and the first time I have put it in writing. I have
told a few people of the encounter in recent years because I feel it now should be .
known that these encounters are factual, can be documented and witnessed, and that
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the object was solid and would reflect a radar pulse." (xx.)
(xx.) (Name on file at MUFON Headquarters) "Pilot finally reveals UFO encounter."
MUFON UFO Journal. Number 375. July 1999. p.l7.
Ruppelt' s "vo lte-face."
Ex-BLUE BOOK Chief Edward Ruppelt was now a civilian employed at the Tactical
Weapons Systems Operations at Aeronutronic (A Division of the Ford Motor Company at
Newport Beach, California). He had authored a major UFO book in 1956 titled: The Report on
Unidentified Flying Objects. During the winter of 1959-60, a revised hardbound edition was put
on sale by Doubleday. The second edition had no identification as such except on the dust jacket
where it said: "a brand new enlarged edition." It was true the book was bigger (three additional
chapters), but the important thing was that the additional material amounted to a turn-about from
Ruppelt's earlier stand on the UFO mystery. The "volte-face" caused consternation in the UFO
community, especially at NICAP headquarters. It undercut NICAP's effort to get Congress
interested in the UFO problem. Here is what NICAP had to say about Ruppelt's reversal:
"The move came after Ruppelt had toured the country appearing on television
along with some of the major UFO witnesses, implying endorsement oftheir
sightings. NICAP can only assume that the switch was caused by severe pressure
from the Air Force.
"In a recent statement to the press in California in connection with the release of
his revised book, Ruppelt said that he was now convinced that UFOs were nothing
but illusions. The new edition of his book is unchanged except for the addition of
three new chapters on the end--one devoted to ridicule of 'contactee' claims.
"As many [NICAP] members have pointed out, the added chapters contradict
the first part of the book, without any explanation. The earlier edition had cited
many serious reports from pilots and other experienced observers which could not
be explained and had been accepted by Ruppelt as genuine 'unknowns.' Yet with
no additional information, Ruppelt has reversed himself completely and now says
he considers all of the reports explainable as natural phenomena... "It seems odd that while active as the Project Blue Book chief, Ruppelt could
fmd no explanations ... ; but now that he no longer has access to all of the sources of
information necessary to check a UFO sighting he has been able to fmd answers.
Guesswork of this sort hardly provides the 'realistic and knowledgeable explanations'
which the Air Force says its personnel must give the public. The strained reversal
would not appear to be ofRuppelt's own choosing." (xx.)
(xx.) "Ruppelt Reverses Stand on UFOS." The UFO Investigator. Vol. 1, No.9, p.6.
January. Between the towns ofLa Victoria and El Vigia, State ofMerida, Venezuela.
(daytime?)
The truck rose in the air.
The witness was Mr. Adolfo Paolini Pisani, a government topographer. The story reached
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Coral Lorenzen via Horacio Gonzales, APRO's representative in Venezuela. Coral related the
details in one of her books on UFOs:
"The exact date of the sighting is not known, but Pisani does recall that it took
place in January 1960 while he was driving his jeep along the Andean Highway
which leads from the town of La Victoria to El Vigia in the state ofMerida. He
said the sky was clear with very few clouds. Having just crossed over the mountain from La Victoria, Pisani could see the level part of the highway which
stretched toward El Vigia as well as portions of the sky to his right and to his
left.
"A truck approached Pisani's jeep from behind and the driver sounded the hom
to pass, so Pisani pulled his vehicle to the extreme right of the road, which was
very narrow, and the truck passed and continued on ahead. Pisani took no special
notice of the truck until a few minutes later, 'like a bolt from the blue,' he said, a
brilliant, metallic, disk-shaped object which looked like polished blue steel swooped down out ofthe sky at incredible speed and crossed perilously close over the
front ofthe truck.
"The results of this maneuver were astounding to Pisani, and the disk, after passing above the truck, rose again and was lost to sight in the sky in a matter of seconds. When it rose into the air above the hood of the truck, the vehicle also rose a
few feet into the air and overturned in the direction taken by the object, falling into
a sand bank at the side of the road with its four wheels upturned.
"Controlling his utter astonishment and upset, Pisani stopped his jeep when he
arrived at the truck's location and rushed to assist any occupants. Fortunately there
was only one occupant, the driver, who escaped the mishap with only a few scratches, bumps, minor cuts, and shock. Then the two of them left the scene to fmd people
to help them set the truck back on its wheels.
"Mr. Pisani reported the incident to the National Guard ofVenezuela and the
truck driver was questioned. However, the incident was not made public and was
never published in the press." (xx.)
(xx.)

Lorenzen, Coral and Jim. UFOs: The Whole Story. A SIGNET Book: New York,
N.Y., 1969. pp.228-229.

6 January. Fort Worth, Texas. (no time)

"A flying saucer just landed in Cobb Park and is chasing all the cars out."
A story published in the APRO bulletin said:
"On the 6th of January several young couples panicked and left secluded regions of
Cobb Park in Fort Worth, Texas, and officers were dispatched to the park after an excited caller reported a 'flying saucer had just landed in Cobb Park and is chasing all
the cars out.'
"The Fort Worth Star-Telegram which reported this incident, reported also that

Detective V.U. King spotted a bright light from the southeast part of the city and
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felt sure it was a blazing meteorite. The Weather Bureau described a current
meteorite shower and a local amateur astronomer said his piece about meteors also.
No one stopped to think, apparently, that the light which purportedly 'landed' surely
would have been still visible in the sky much later, if it were a meteorite." (xx.)
(xx.)

APRO Bulletin. January 1960. p.4.

7 January. Arlington, Texas. (night)
UFO "took off after a car."
The same story in the APRO Bulletin stated:
"On the following night [the 7th], a Fort Worth man reported seeing an unconventional aerial object just south of the General Motors plant at Arlington, Texas.
The man, who reported the sighting to police, was described as near hysteria. He
said the object had landed on a road and then 'took off after a car.' The police
who took this information apparently failed to get the man's name and have
found no further witnesses to corroborate the story." (xx.)

(xx.) APRO Bulletn. January 1960. p.6.
8 January. Moscow, Russia.
"No saucers." (See clipping)
11 January. Hynek asks to meet with Isabel:
"Dear Isabel"I hope you don't mind the familiarity -but Bud & I have always spoken ofyou
on a frrst name basis. Bud, by the way, is out at my old place -Ohio State University.
"Well-I am going to be in New York on the evening of Jan. 27 and I would like
to spend a short while with you and your associates. I had a nice letter from
Michel recently which I'd like to show you, and I'd like to chat awhile about
things.
"My visit will be entirely unofficial, and whether I mention it to the Air Force
will be up to you. But in general, the less said the better.
"When you answer, would you please use19 Fairmont St. Belmont, Mass. as
my address [not the observatory], as I'd just as soon keep our business discussions
out of office channels here.
"I hope you folks will have a little time on Jan 27 --or late on the 28th.
Sincerely Yours,
Allen Hynek" (xx.)
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(xx.)

Letter: To: Isabel (Davis?). From: Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Office of the Director,
Astrophysical Observatory, 60 Garden Street, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts.
Date: 11 January 60.

11 January. Manomet, Massachusetts. (night)
Circle of orange and blue lights.
According to our source:
"Other reports of the strange aerial phenomena in 1960 were reported from Manomet
on January 11, where a circle of orange and blue lights reportedly came down from the
area of the Big Dipper, went through maneuvers with no sounds reported. Then the objects [sic] returned to their original locations in the sky." ( xx.)
(xx.)

Air Force BLUE BOOK Files. No Case (Information Only) 11 January 1960.

Manomet, Massachusetts. (Apparently taken from a civilian UFO publication)
15 January. Port Elizabeth, South Africa. (5:40p.m.)
Silver cigar-shaped object. (See clipping)
15 January. Sharon Springs, Kansas. (Between 3:00-4:00 a.m.)
'

"Carried a large rotating spotlight." (See clipping)
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17 January. Near Cimarron, New Mexico. (6:17 p.m.)
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V -formations over New Mexico.
Coral Lorenzen obtain the following report from a former Holloman AFB weather officer, unnamed, who viewed the objects. The officer was with a number of companions at the time.
Coral writes about the case in one of her books on UFOs:
"The color was amber or ranging from yellow to orange. Three different groups
were sighted or, as thought, the second and third group were actually the same group
sighted twice. There were six lights in the first group and eight in the second and
third. In comparison with airplanes, their estimated distance was about fifteen miles
from the observers and the altitude about thirty thousand feet. Each of the groups
was noted as in a V-formation, as flying wild geese, or a 'wedge formation.' The
speed was normal or perhaps slow for airplanes. Lights in the second and third groups
changed position in the formation now and then-first one light would be in the lead,
and then another.
"the really amazing thing was the appearance of the second group. The observers
were watching a bright star in the south which they thought was the planet Mars. Suddenly a bright light appeared just beneath this star, and from it, the formation of smaller lights appeared. Then the bright light went out. The formation flew away to the
southwest and disappeared. The men started to drive on when, suddenly, they observed
the formation returning. The group of objects flew back to approximately the same
spot where they had appeared from the bright light, and then disappeared. Some of the
lights would pulsate as they flew along and they grew momentarily brighter and then
dim again." (xx.)
(xx.)

Lorenzen, Coral and Jim. UFOs: The Whole Story. A SIGNET Book: New York,
N.Y., 1969. pp.226-227.

18 January. Near Lakota, North Dakota. (10:45 p.m.)
Lights on car dimmed.
Vehicle interference:
"Nine miles west ofLakota, the lights on a car dimmed considerably as a brilliant
green flash lit up the sky. In the field to the north of the highway, the two witnesses

saw a crescent-shaped object with an exhaust. They did not observe whether it landed or not, because it was slightly behind them and they 'kept right on traveling."'
(xx.)
(xx.)

Grand Forks, North Dakota. Herald. 21 January 60.

18 January. Nuwara Eliya, Ceylon. (about 11:00 a.m.)
According to our source:
"On Monday, January 18, at approximately 11 a.m., Mrs. Lorna Nelson, wife of
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of the Rev. Robert A. Nelson, Methodist Minister at Kollupitiya, Colombo, was at
Devon Cottage, Nuwrara Eliya, when she saw a cigar-shaped object flying high in
the sky about halfway between north and north-east. The object was moving toward the east and descending. There was an absolutely unclouded blue sky at the
time. At arm's length the object measured about four inches. Mrs. Nelson watched
it for about four minutes and then rushed into the house for her binoculars. By the
time she had returned from the house, the object was lower in the sky just above the
hills directly east.
"Mrs. Nelson has two witnesses in support ofher sighting. W.P. Samaranayake,
the caretaker of Devon Cottage and K.M. Podiappuhamy, a local carpenter, were
also present and support Mrs. Nelson's testimony, a signed copy of which has been
sent to us [FSR] by her husband. The Rev. Robert Nelson went independently and
interviewed the two witnesses mentioned above and their story confirms his wife's.
Both the witnesses said that they had never seen an object like this before and had
assumed that it was a rocket.
''Nuwara Eliya is a hill station 6,500 feet above sea level and the range of hills beyond which the object could be seen reach to about 8,000 feet at the highest point."

(xx.)
(xx.)

Flying Saucer Review. July-August 1960. Vol.6, No.4. p.22.

19 January. Coral Gables, Florida. (8:20am.)
"Ladies see silver-rimmed 'saucer."' (See

clip~ing

on page 11)

24 January. Sydney, Australia. (about 11:30 am.)
Cigar-shaped object and three blasts. Right angle turn
A report from Australia stated:
"Two Sydney men, Ken Armstrong and George Montgomery, saw a cigar;;~haped
object 'glistening in the sun' from Centennial Park, Sydney, on Sunday, January 24,
1960 about 11:30 a.m. It was solid, had a metallic appearance, and was stationary in
the air for about 5 minutes. Then it turned and 'flashed away at terrific speed.' This
magazine has contacted the witnesses and they described the object as 'bigger than a
penny held at arm's length,' that it was completely noiseless, and made a 'sharp right
angle turn', disappearing in the south. The wingless craft was travelling from east to
west in the beginning. The sky was cloudless.
"Mystery explosions took place about 10 a.m. on the same day. Three blasts shook
houses but army officers could not explain them." (xx.)
(xx.)

Australian Flying Saucer Review. April1960. Vol. I, No.2. p.14.

27 January. Dr. J. Allen Hynek's New York meeting with CSI officials?
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Some notes from CSI files seem to describe what occurred during Hynek's visit to New York
on January 27th, a trip referred to on page 6. If these notes (Writer not identified but probably
CSI's Alexander Mebane) are any indication, Hynek was on more than a fishing expedition to
get more data to supplement his Air Force material. It wasn't a one way street. Isabel and others
. .... at CSI got an earful. Unfortunately the notes are just that--- notes. Detail is lacking.
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29? January. Monroe, Louisiana. (no time)
Movements were vibratory.
According to a radio report:
" ... (a] news broadcast advised that a minister and his family at Monroe, Louisiana,
observed four unidentified flying objects maneuvering at tremendous rates of speed,
glowing a brilliant white color. Their movements were vibratory, darting back and
forth. A group of businessmen in a nearby town simultaneously saw what was apparently the same UFOs. The Air Force was unable to offer any explanation. The
minister hesitated to report his sighting as he thought no one would believe him." (xx.)
(xx.)

According to Albert L. Andre, Rt.2, Greenbrier, Tennessee; this story was
broadcast at 8:30a.m. on January 29, 1960, over radio station WSM, Nashville, Tennessee.

1 February. Bahia Blanco, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina. (11:30 p.m.)
Moved 1300 kilometers?
Our source states:
"A man driving from Buenos Aires to Bahia Blanco suffered a dizziness when a
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strange aerial craft with a bright violet light appeared before him. He managed to pull
over to the side of the highway, where he stopped the car and fell asleep. He came to
a few minutes later, lying in a field, 1300 kilometers away, near Salta. The police
found that his car was still right where he had stopped it." ( xx.)
(xx.)

Kolosimo, Peter. Sombras on las Estrellas. Eds.: Plaza & Janes, S.A.:
Barcelona, Spain, 1968. pp.379-380.

3 February. Muscle Shoals City, Alabama. (about 12:58 p.m.)
"Maybe I'm going crazy." (See clipping)
3 February. Intervale, New Hampshire. (8:53 p.m.)
In-line formation.
NICAP's publication tells us:

- SHEFFIELD, ALA. 6h..TR 1-C I TIES DAILY 2.;,'3·
D. 9,194 s. 8,884
I~

,----.
Unidentified Sky
FEB 4

1960

Object Is Seen
John R. !'forman, 110 West Puritan A.venue, Muscle Shoals Clty,
anti to ltriow if anyone else aaw
ualdenutled Sky object

dar.

w......_ _..

"U anyone saw It I ·would Wie

"On two consecutive nights in February, formations ofUFOs to bear frca them. u not maJI;Ie ·
I am roini crazy," Norman~ _ .
were sighted as they maneuvered over New Hampshire.
al\aier for Tri..Cities Me!DOrilll
"The first sighting, on February 3rd, was reported to NICAP
Garden., aald.
He said ~ object apPeared
by William M. Kendrick, Intervale, N.H., a former P.T. boat
about 12:58 p.m. He was in bia
commander in the Air Force. At 8:53p.m., Kendrick, his wife
baclt · yard building · a dochouse ~
the time. He described it aa blueand son saw three strange flying objects traveling north, in line
rreen, moving futer than at!T
aircraft.
formation. Two of the UFOs had a yellow-orange glow. The
He aald It waa comlni down ..
third, brighter than the others, pulsated from red to orange.
an angle which could be repr•
by 10 and 4 by the baadll
After a moment, this pulsating object appeared to launch a
·a clOck. fourth object which joined the formation. Then a fifth UFO,
~Itm':u~eaS:: Iofco~~~~=
Kendrick reported, came down swiftly from a higher altitude
t during the pauses, except for a
· d the .10ur
c.
• ·
·
ttle trace of white," he said.
and jome
cnnsmg
ob'~ects. The five UFOs, movmg
He · said that but ro·r its downfaster than jet aircraft, quickly disappeared behind Mt. Washing- ard path he would have thought
waa a rocket.
ton and Mt. Adams. The unknown objects, said Kendrick, were -..;...._;....;,;....;,;,;-;...._ _ _ ___.
larger and brighter than stars or planes." (xx.)
(xx.)

UFO Investigator. Vol. I, No.9. March 1960. p.3.

4 February. East Madison, New Hampshire. (about 7:00p.m.)
Second New Hampshire sighting as reported by NICAP:
"On the following night, three luminous UFOs in exact line formation were sighted near East Madison, N.H. About 7 p.m., the three glowing objects, reported by Mr.
and Mrs. Nicholas Bartho, of Snowville, were seen flying a south-to-north course. As
in the report by Mr. Kendrick, the third object was seen to pulsate regularly, alternating from yellow to bright red. Comparsion with the flashing lights of a conventional
aircraft, which flew overhead two minutes later, showed no similarity to the pulsating
UFO." (xx.)
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(xx.) UFO Investigator. Vol. I, No.9. March 1960. p.3.
5-6 February. Hollywood, California. (Between 11:00 p.m. and midnight -both nights)
Big show in Hollywood.
(At first glance I suspected a hoax. The Epperson investigation mentions a "Mr. Harold
Sherman, author and lecturer," as a major witness. This fellow may have been "Mr. Harold
Sherman,"metaphysical expert and lecturer" mentioned in George Adamski's book Flying
Saucers Have Landed on page 230, and who was also the author of the story "The Green Man"
in the October 1946 issue ofSci-Fi magazine Amazing Stories. I thought it was a simple stunt of
launching a balloon with a light attached during the busiest nights of the week over the heart of
Los Angeles to generate public interest in UFOs. Details of the investigation casts doubts on that
theory. I might add that the Eppersons were among the very best civilian UFO investigators at
this time-L.E. Gross)

The investigative report on the Hollywood case written by Idabel Epperson and Marilyn Eppperson has this important comment in the introduction:
"The most puzzling aspect of this sighting appears to fall into the psychic realm.
A huge tubular structure, 20 ft. x 70 ft., was obviously attached to the red light-but
was completely invisible to witnesses both Friday night and Saturday night. Only
the red light was seen as it roamed for a full hour each night, mostly at low elevation
over a brilliantly lighted area. Apparently the only time the tubular structure was
seen was at the moment of the explosion when it was caught in the extremely bright
flash of bluish-white light, which lit up an area of several blocks in all directions.
Unfortunately only a very few of the witnesses were looking directly at the red li~hl
at the moment of the explosion. We interviewed thirty-one people who saw the red
light at different times, both Friday and Saturday night, while it was on display.
There is a strange enigma here; a huge tubular structure apparently remained invisible
... except for one brief moment. There must be a fascinating answer to this qt1estion...
ifwe could fmd it." (xx.)
(xx.)

The Hollywood UFO Report-- February 5 and 6, 1960. Investigation and Report
by Idabel Epperson and Marilyn Epperson. Los Angeles NICAP Subcommittee
of the National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) 1536
Connecticut Avenue, N .W., Washington 6, D.C. Introduction page.
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The body of the report:

was "a brilliant cherry red". Several viewers said that the light was "pulsating".
Many witnesses described the forward movement of the red light, when in motion; ·
as "deliberate" or "like that of a controlled device". All observers said that it
was unlike anything they had ever seen.

FRIDAY NIGHT SIGHTING (Feb. S, 1960) AS TOLD BY T.ljE WITNESSES.

I

Jerry Darr was busily attending to his duties at the Standard Service Station,
where he was employed, at the northeast corner of Sunset Boulevard and La Brea
Avenue. The time was shortly after 11:00 PM. The weather was clear and the
stars visible. _ Something bright caught his eye and he looked up . He recountedi
"There was this brilliant red light coming over the Eldorado (restaurant) real ' ' " low. 1 just stared, sort of transfixed for a moment, wondering what it was." ·
Then he called his co-worker, Charles Walker, to see it, and by that time
others were looking up and watching as the red light came on slowly and silently

towud1 tl\em. Jerry Darr and Charles Walker then related how the red light
had stopped and remained motionless for at least five minutes over Tiny Naylori
Restaurant and Drive-in across the street at the northwest corner of Sunset and ' '
La Brea. They said, "Hundreds of people saw it--everybody was looking up. 11
Then the light began moving again, slowly, and came directly over the service
station, moving due east. Charles Walker commented, 111t didn't float--its
'·, :·
movement was deliberate--like a machine." Jerry Darr went on, 11 As it passed
right over us, we stared and stared at it and we couldn't see what that light was
attached to- -it was frustrating~" About a block east of them it turned southeast
and Jerry Darr said, 111 looked away for a second and when 1 looked back, -it wat!l
gone--just as if it had turned of£."
--,
Less than a third of a mile north, others were watching this strange sight.
Ken Meyer, manager of the Union Oil Service Station, at the northeast corner
of Hollywood Boulevard and Sycamore, had also seen the bright red light. He
said he could detect no movement for about ten minutes, then it slowly moved
away in a southeasterly direction. Meyer said that he and others watching decided that it was either "manned or radio-controlled because of the abrupt and
apparently purposeful manner of leaving. 11
Mr. Harold Sherman, author and lecturer, and Mrs. Sherman had just re- · -• ·
turned to the Garden Court Apartments, 702.1 Hollywood Boulevard, where they · -·-'
reside , and as they got out of their car they too saw the brilliant red light. They
both agreed that the size of the light, as near as they could estimate, was about
one-fourth the size of the full moon. It was such a spectacle, they decided to
walk on down Hollywood Boulevard a short distance to call their friends, Mr.
and Mrs. C. H. Brown, owners of Brown's Confectionery, 7007 Hollywood
Boulevard. Mrs. Brown thought that it looked like a "ball of fire just hanging
motionless in the sky". As the four watched, it began moving slowly- -appeared
to stop again--then moved eastward. Soon it disappeared from view behind the
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, and the four interested observers walked hurriedly
on down to the next corner (Hollywood Boulevard and Orange), hoping to see it
again as it reappeared. In a few minutes it came into view again from behind
the hotel, but was turning southeast away from them. Slowly the red light diminished in size, and then was gone. Mr. Brown commented that the elevation
of the light seemed very low. Mrs. Sherman thought they had watched the light
for approximately twenty minutes. Mr. Sherman said, "twenty or thirty other
passersby saw it, and some taxi men at the Hollywood Roosevelt also witnessed
the phenomenon, all asking each other, 'what is it?'"
4
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Other witnesses, who requested anonymity, including a police officer at
the Hollywood Police Station, witnessed this phenomenon Friday night.

SATURDAY NIGHT (Feb. 6, 1960) RED LIGHT REAPPEARS.
On Saturday nights, between 11:00 PM and midnight, activity on Hollywood
Boulevard seems to reach a high point for the entire week. The same is true of
other main thoroughfares in the heart of Hollywood. This Saturday night was no
exception. The sky was clear and the stars visible. The moon was almost due
west about thirty-five degrees off the horizon, two days past first quarter. It
was an ideal night.
·
Miss Anne O'Neal, actress, was enjoying the sight from the porch of the
Garden Court Apartments, 7021 Hollywood Boulevard, where she resides. A
very bright red object in the sky attracted her attention, and after studying it
for a minute or two, she went into the lobby and called Mr. Leonard Luban,
night clerk at the Garden Court, and Mr. Lester Luther, drama teacher (also
a resident of the Garden Court).
They hurried back to the porch and there they were greeted by Mr. and Mrs.
Harold Sherman, coming up the walk, who had seen the brilliant red light just as
they got out of their car, exactly in the same way they had first seen it the previous night. Both Mr. and Mrs. Sherman agreed that it appeared to be in the same
place as the night before. Leonard Luban rushed back into the lobby and put in a
hurried call to one of the daily newspapers, and asked if they knew what the
strange red light was. He was told they hadn't heard about it. He returned to
the porch and watched for a few minutes more with the others, and decided to
phone the newspaper again. This time they told him, "We've had a lot of calls-but we don't know what it is! 11 Luban joined the others again and the five continued to watch--and wonder.
Approximately ten minutes elapsed. The brilliant red light was still motionless. Others on the boulevard were looking up. Suddenly there was an explosion
and flash of bright bluish white light. Mr. Luther told interviewers, "The flash
of white light came out of the right side of the red light- -and the explosion wasn't
like a sonic boom, or like any explosion I 1ve ever heard. It was different. The
red light went out, and about five seconds later came back on. It was just the
same size as before the explosion--about the size of a pie tin, or one-third the
size of the full moon. Something fell out of it and spiraled downwards. 11
Anne O'Neal told interviewers, 11 We were all so amazed when the red light
carne back on several seconds later- -we thought it had blown up! 11 "A mushroom
shaped white cloud formed at the time of the explosion, and as it dissipated, I
noticed colors of blue and purple in it", she said. She also noticed a "peculiar
odor", something like sulphur, she thought. Miss O'Neal described the light
as a "large red star that radiated light--about one-third the size of the full
moon". She, too, saw some small object, which she could not describe, spiral
downwards after the explosion.
Leonard Luban spoke of the strange odor, the mushroom shaped cloud, the
pulsating of the red light, and the object that spiraled downwards after the explosion. He said, "When the red light reappeared several seconds after the explosion, it was considerably higher and a little farther to the west. 11 Luban agreed
with the others that the light was about one-third the size of the full moon.

5
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Mr. Sherman described the explosion, the white flash coming out of one side
of the red light'; anddirected westward, the mushroom shaped white cloud 1 and .
the pulsating of the light. But he did not see the object that fell downward. His
eyes were focused on something else. In the moment of illumination from the
white flash of light, he saw a "tubular shaped object shoot upwards". He said,
"It appeared to be dull aluminum in color." (See diagram B page 14.) Mr, Sherman described the red light going out at the moment of the explosion and coming
back on about five seconds later, somewhat higher in elevation and a little west
of its original position. Before the explosion, the light had been due south of
the Garden Court.
Mrs. Sherman confirmed the statements of the others on most points. She
didn't notice the object falling downward, nor the object which shot upward, seen
by Mr. Sherman. Caught in a moment of surprise, it is understandable that no
one person could perceive all of the details of a bizarre happening such as this.
Therefore, five witnesses viewing such an occurrence at the same time could
give a more complete account of the various details which contributed to the entire picture.
All five observers related how they continued to watch the red light aa it again
remained motionless (after its reappearance following the explosion) for five minutes or so. Then it began to move, very slowly, due east. It continued this course
for a block or two, then turned northeast. This brought it towards them, but slightly east of them. (See map, page 15.) It was ascending steadily and as it croaaed
Hollywood Boulevard the watchers realized that very soon buildings would obstruct
their view. Mr. and Mrs. Sherman and Mr. Luther rushed into the lobby and took
the elevator to the roof where they had an excellent unobstructed view of the object
as it continued to ascend in a northeasterly direction. Finally, it stopped again
and remained stationary for approximately ten minutes. The three viewers described what .happened next in these words, "Suddenly it shot straight up at fantastic speed and was out of sight in two or three seconds. 11
MORE OBSERVERS TELL OF SATURDAY NIGHT SIGHTING.
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A little more than a fourth of a mile north of the Garden Court, Miss June
DiMaggio, actress-singer, was returning home to her apartment at the Landmark
Apartments, 7047 Franklin Avenue. Just as she was about to enter the building
she was startled by an explosion and flash of light, which lit •P the ground around
her. She said, "I looked up and saw a pink cloud of smoke--sort of mushroom
3haped--and a tubular shaped 1top 1 which waa spinning. The left aide looked
.
3hiny, but the right side seemed to be shadowed. I only saw the apinning object
:or a second. Then the smoke seemed to turn to lavender and different colorl; 11
Miss Di Maggio said that she felt slight concussion from the explosion. She went
into the apartment building then and did not see anymore.
· l;
Ken Meyer, night manager of the Union Service Station at the corner of Sycamore and Hollywood, saw the red light for only a minute or so Saturday night. He
said that it was in the northwest, apparently stationary. He was very buey at the
time and did not see it again. He did not recall the time. (It is presumed to have
been before 11: I 5 PM. )
Floyd Rickards, instructor of IBM key punch, of 1646 North Curson Avenue,
was viewing the moon thr.ough his telescope (Polarex, lZOO mm focal length, eyepiece 25 mm, 48 power eyepiece). Mr. Rickards told of his experience; "It was
near 11:30 PM and there was a loud explosion and flash of light that was so bright
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that 1 could easily have read fine print by it. My first thought was that some air- .
craft had blown up. I had been looking at the moon in the west, but the flash of
light carne from the east. 1 looked in the direction of the explosion and flash and
expected to see parts of a plane falling, but instead, there was a brilliant red
light motionless in the sky. A few minutes later I saw it through the telescope,
but could still not make out anything but the burning red light, that seemed to be
turning or revolving. After the light ascended, it was directly between two stars.
Although it was many times larger than any star, it twinkled like a star. 11 Mr;
Rickords said that he went in the house to get his wife, who had retired earlier,
to come out and see the strange object, and by the time he got back outside, the
red light was gone.
Across the street at 1647 Curson Avenue, Tom Burns and two friends were
watching television. Burns said, "lt must have been near 11:30 because the com-'
mercial had just come on. All of a sudden we heard an explosion and I raced out
to see what happened. What I saw looked just like a big red Christmas ball hang- ·
ing there in the sky. It seemed to pulsate from time to time. I went back into the
apartment a.nd the three of uB watched it off ilnd on through the window. Finally;
we went back outside and it seemed smaller than when I first saw it. The first
time I looked at it, it looked as big as the full moon, and I had the feeling that
it was going to fall. It stayed in one place for a long while, then it went straight
up into the sky at terrific speed and was gone in a couple of seconds. 11 Mr. Burns;
friends gave complete testimony of their sighting to interviewers, but requested
anonymity. Their statements confirmed Mr. Burns' account of the sighting.
At 1554 North Sierra Bonita Avenue, Mr. E. W. Cass, builder and contractor,
was winding his alarm clock and looking right at it. He had not switched the light ·
on, he said, as there was sufficient light from the hallway. "It was exactly ll:30h;
he declared, "and suddenly a bright flash lit up the whole bedroom. •t Astonished,
he went to investigate and find out who was responsible. Mr. Cass continued1 11 1
went outside and there in the sky was a big red light- -about twenty-five times
larger than a red light on a plane. I stared at it for a couple of minutes, then 1
called my wife (who was still watching television in the living room). We both
watched it for a while and it didn't seem to move at all. Finally, I decided to
call the police and tell them about it. 11 Mrs. Cass said, t'The stars were very
clear, and we noticed that this big red light was right between two stars. As we
were watching, it went straight up into the sky very fast, and we didn't see it any
more. 11 Both Mr. and Mrs. Cass commented on what a beautiful shade of red that
it was. They both agreed that it was the most beautiful shade of red that they had
ever seen! (Strangely enough, several other witnesses made the same comment.)
Mr. Cass asserted, "Itve never been interested in things that are in the sky, but
I've never seen anything like that in my whole life. 11
Sone' Rosi, parking lot attendant at the La Brea Inn, 1543 North La Brea
Avenue, was enjoying a moment of respite. Then he heard an explosion--and
the ground around him lit up like day. "It was a bluish white light", he said.
At first he saw nothing unusual, but after a few minutes he saw what looked like
a "big hot ember" about as big as the full moon. He thought it looked as though
"pieces were falling from it". It finally moved east, slowly, and out of sight.
A row of tall pine trees east of the La Brea Inn could have obstructed Mr. Rosita
view of the red object as it turned northeast.
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ENIGMATIC RED LIGHT ATTRACTS HUNDREDS AT BUSY INTERSECTION.
The corner of Sunset Boulevard and La Brea Avenue is a typical modern intersection where two six lane thoroughfares intersect. Located on the four corners
are two gasoline service stations, a popular restaurant and drive-in, and a market which remains open until midnight. All are brightly lighted. Adjacent to these
are more equally popular restaurants, also brightening the area with highly illuminated decorative signs.
.
Saturday nights this area is fairly teeming with life and activity. The res .taurants are "packed", late shoppers are buying their groceries for the week,
and the usual steady stream of drivers are going in and out of the service stations, and lined up bumper to bumper waiting for signals to change. Such was
the picture at Sunset and La Brea on Saturday night, February 6, when an explosion and flash of light caused throngs of Hollywood citizens to itop and look
up into the sky. The story is told by two police officers, a waiter and a waitress;

who witneued this inexplicable evont,
Tiny Naylors Restaurant and Drive-in occupies the northwest corner of the
intersection. The Drive-in was filled to capacity. Outside, standing on the lot
were Officer Ray Lopez, and Officer Daniel Jaffee of the Los Angeles Police Department. OHicer Lopez said that when he heard the explosion and looked up, he
saw a bright red light--something like a flare, but sharply outlined, and about one•
fourth the size of the full moon. He said, "It was directly overhead-- right straight
up. 1 had the feeling that it was going to fall. After watching it hover in the same
place for about five minutes, it began to move eastward very slowly. I believe that
I watched it for about twenty minutes, but 1 didn't have the opportunity to watch it
steadily, and the last time 1 looked, it was out of sight. 11 Officer Lopez said that
he had phoned the station and reported the object and he added, "They'd already
heard about it·. "
Officer Jaffee recalled that when he first looked up, following the explosion 1
he thought he saw a puff of smoke. A few seconds later, he saw the red light.
His. description was very much the same as that of Officer Lopez . "lt was straight
overhead, silent, and just hanging there", he said. Officer Jaffee continued,. "It
seemed to be the color of a flare, but it didn't flicker like a flare. I had the £eel·
ing it was going to drop. When it began to move, It was so slow that the orily waf
you could tell it had moved was to look away then look back again. I gueas 1
watched it about twenty minutes altogether, but we were busy and I didn't actually
see it disappear." Both Officer Lopez and Officer Jaffee stated they had felt the
concussion from the explosion. Both officers also mentioned that the weather was
clear. Neither had ever seen anything like the strange red light before.
Barbara Joiner is a waitress, or car hop as they are popularly called, at
Tiny Naylors. She was very busy at the time of the excitement and didn~t get to
watch the light for more than twelve or fifteen minutes . Her testimony was much
like the others. The light was "very red--like a red stop signal--only it had a
very unfamiliar look. It was so vibrant", she said.
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Larry Moquin, waiter at Tiny Naylors, had received special training at Pearl
Harbor during World War II, for spotting unknown sky objects. He was Chief Plot•
ter for Major Calibre Anti-Aircraft Artillery. His training proved useful on the
night of February 6, when he saw a vivid red object in the sky that he did not rec •
ognize. He told interviewers, "The explosion was different from other explosions-it had sort of a hollow sound, and you felt it ail well as hearing it. I thought I saw
a little smoke , and a few moments later a light appeared directly above us. I 1d
say it was a bright cherry red, self-luminous and sharply outlined. It appeared
to be completely motionless, and my first thought was to line it up with something
stationary so I'd know for sure whether it moved or not. 11 Moquin then showed
the interviewers exactly where he had lined up the red object. The front part of
the building has a cantilever roof which extends some distance out beyond the main
part of the building . On the front h the sign, "Tiny Naylors 11 • He stood under the
edge of this and sighted straight up (90 degree angle) past the "T" in the sign. He
said the red light remained stationary for approximately eight minutes, then began
moving slowly, very slowly, eastward . He continued, "Everybody was standing
outside their cars looking up--cars were backed up in the street--and everyone
was asking each other, "What is it?" Moquin viewed the obje_c_t_. of£ -and on for
about twenty mitmtu, an.d by this time his duties took hili attention, and the next
time he looked, it was out of sight.
One of the cashiers at the Safeway market, on the southeast corner of Sunset
and La Brea, told interviewers that she had not seen the spectacle herself, 'b ut
that she had heard a lot of customers talking about it .
The hostess at Carolina Pines Jr. Coffee Shop, 1518 North La Brea (near
the intersection of Sunset and La Brea), said that patrons had told her all about
the red light, the explosion and the mushroom cloud.
There can be little doubt that a red light of unknown origin, created considerable excitement in Hollywood two nights in succession--traveling over approximately the same course, stopping at the same locations for intervals of five to
ten minutea. Hollywood citizens are still asking, "What was it?"
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AboTe aketoh made at the ottioo ot the
u~·. s~ "eather a.treau
Plean not. extrtme difference ot flight path ot red light, aa 8howa oa opposite
page, than that of t.he u~·s~~ "ea.ther a.trea.u ..teorological balloon.
Unfortunately, apace will not permit inclusion ot other important informatica
furnished by the u~ s~ ll ea.ther Bureau.

Graphic Solution tor Determination ot Height of Tubular Object
At a distance of 25 inches from observer's eye, the object
was estimated to be 1-1/4 inches in height.

A- Distance from observer's eye to ruler (held at arm's
length)

B - Estimated height of object
C - The graphical slope distance from observer to object
(1400 feet)
D - Height of tubular object (object in verticle position)

A ratio of A to B as 0 is to D gives a height ot 10 teet.

Diagram
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Object Hovering Over Intersection of Sunset
and- Sycamore St., Before Explosion

Pt.(l)- Intersection of Sunset & Sycamore, elevation ;s49 fi. ,mean sea level. Object
,
directly over thia point~
Pt.(2) - Garden Court Apts., elevation )95 ft~
Observers viewed light at 21 degree
~le of elevation. Distance to Pt.
(1) - 1})5 feet.
Pt.{}) - Mee.n Sea Level
Pt~(4) - Object, elew. approx~
560 rt. above Pt.(l) or
910 rt. above Pt.{}).

Object Honring Over ...,
HollJVood Freeway
pt~ (9) - Point on HollJWood
Fnry~

ject

over which o~
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525 teet.
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bor• at Our•on &
Holl1'food Blvd. B1n~·
410 tt.~ Observers ·
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75

degree angle~ Dl•tano
to Pt, (9) 7, 410 rt•· ·
Pt..(ll)- Mean · -
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Pt• ( 12) - Objeot, elevation e.pprx
28•000 ~- a
bove Pt.,(9)
or 28,500 tt'
above pt~' (ll

Object Hoveri ng Over Int.erAection of Sunset Blvd.
and La Brea Ave. After ExploaioD
Pt. {5) - Tiny Naylora Reataura11t, Nil corner Sunaet &
La Brea. Elev. )49 ft. Light hovered directly over this point.
Pt.(6)- Garcen Court, see Blev. A, above. Observera,
nCl'.• , view light at }4.5 degree &nJle of e1ev;
D~otance to Pt.(5) 1375 feet.
Pt. (7) - Moan Sea Level
Pt.(8)- Object, elev. approx. 1,000 tt~ a'-="'._..~
bove Pt.(5) or 1,350 ft. abon Pt.
(7).
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ANALYSIS OF HOLLYWOOD SIGHTING.
Scientific evidence, together with the testimony of many independent witnesllel,
form the basis for the following conclusions:
Characteristics of the red light, as described by witnesses, rule out any known
form of natural phenomena (such as ball lightning, St. Elmo's fire, temperature
inversion, after-image, etc.).
Aircraft, including helicopters, are obviously not the answer. The red object
moved silently. A helicopter can be heard at five thousand feet elevation, and in
gliding flight without power the blades can still be heard. It has been shown that
the red light was less than one thousand feet, for ten minutes at one location,
and approximately one thousand feet for about eight minutes at another location.
Every witness, without exception declared that the red light was completely silent, both when moving and when stationary. (Explosion excepted.)
The question of a balloon being involved in the sighting, February 6, over
Hollywood, was seHled with Hnlllity by the information furnished by the U. S,
Weather Bureau (included with this report). No balloon travels against or into
the wind. The red light not only moved against the wind, but remained stationary
for a period of approximately ten minutes in a wind velocity of more than twenty
knots, at its last stop, at an elevation of some twenty-eight thousand feet, just
before shooting upwards at high speed and out of sight.
Calculations of the dull aluminum colored tubular shaped object, seen by Mr.
Harold Sherman (also reported by Miss June Di Maggio) showed the object to be
approximately seventy feet long. Mr. Sherman said that the length of the object
appeared to be three or four times greater than the width. In round figures, this
makes the tubular object twenty feet by seventy feet. It is a startling disclosure-but then, a "disembodied" red light roaming around at will, creating loud explosions and mushroom clouds, is no less startling. It is presumed the red light
was attached to something of a solid nature.
By the process of elimination, and the careful study of testimony of many
witnesses, the enigmatic red light appears to fall into the classification called
"unknown".
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THE REPORT.
(As described by many witnesses.

Signed reports in files of NICAP.)

On two successive nights, February 5, 1960 and February 6, 1960, from 11:15
PM until after midnight, a brilliant red light traversed approximately the same
course low over the heart of Hollywood .
It moved very slowly and silently, remaining completely stationary for periods
of 8 to 10 minutes at a time.

Both nights the brilliant red light came from the west, traveling due east,
parallel with Sunset Boulevard. And both nights it stopped and remained motionless over the northwest corner of Sunset Boulevard and La Brea Avenue 5 to 8
minutes. Friday night it continued its motion due east (after the 5 minute stop)
for about two blocks, then veered to the southeast and disappeared.
Saturday nighrthe red light made its appearance about the same time (11:15
PM) seemingly following the identical course, west to east, parallel with Sunset
Boulevard. This time its first stop was about a block east of La Brea, where it
remained stationary for approximately 10 minutes. Elevation of the light at this
point was approximately 560 feet. (See Elevation A, Page 17.) Then, as witnesses
watched, there was a loud explosion, and flash of bluish white light (flash of light
was directed downward and westward), and the sudden formation of a "mushroom"
shaped white cloud.
At the moment of the bright flash, a dull aluminum colored tubular shaped
object was seen to shoot upwards, and a smaller object was seen "spiraling"
downward. As the "whitish" cloud dissipated, it took on faint hues of pink, blue
and purple. Some noticed a peculiar odor.
Simultaneous with the explosion, the brilliant red light seemed "to go out".
It "came back on", or reappeared about five seconds later, slightly higher in
elevation and a block west of the point of explosion--again, as on Friday night,
it was directly over the northwest corner of Sunset Boulevard and La Brea Avenue. There it remained stationary for approximately eight minutes (while hundreds of Hollywood citizens watched in unbelieving amazement). Elevation of the
light at this point was approximately 1,000 feet. (See Elevation B, page 17.)
Then, very slowly it began to move due east. Witnesses said that for a few minutes the movement was so slow that it was almost imperceptible to the eye . After
moving due east for about a block, it turned in a northeasterly direction, and appeared to be gaining altitude steadily. Finally, it stopped again, at an elevation
of approximately 28,000 feet (see Elevation C, page 17), remaining motionless
for about ten minutes- -then suddenly shot straight up at "fantastic speed" and
was out of sight in less than three seconds.
DESCRIPTION OF RED LIGHT.
Although the size of the light was variously estimated from the size of a
baseball to a full moon, the majority of observers said that it appeared to be
about one-fourth, or one-third the size of the full moon. (It has been suggested
that the difference of opinion as to the size of the light may have been due to differences in location of witnesses, and angle of sighting.) There was almost
unanimous agreement that the shape was round and clearly defined. Only a few
thought the outline was fuzzy. To those who saw the light, there was no doubt
as to its color. It was red--very red. The shade of red most often described
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This report would not be complete without some mention ol the psychologicai
impact of the sighting to the witnesses themselves. The observers spoke of the
red light as "eerie" or "weird" and although they were convinced at the time of
the sighting that the object was unnatural, there was no panic. There was awe,
excitement and apprehension, but most of all, an intense curiosity to know what '
it was and where it came from.
Naturally, there was much speculation--one or two thought it was a new
device of our own government (and were iDI!l.ignant at the idea of testing it over
a densely populated city). Several thought it was from Russia--a device to spy
on us. They reasoned that it had made an aerial surveillance Friday night and
came back Saturday night over the same spot to take a photograph. But the
majority thought that whatever it was, it was from outside this world--and
they were frank to doclare they'd rather it was from outer space than from
Russia.
Many witnesses complained that they had felt completely frustrated in their
efforts to report the sighting to the "proper authorities". One witness was told
to 11 call back on Monday".
Some were concerned over the "mushroom" shaped cloud which followed
the explosion, and wondered whether there had been radiation in the area. They
said, "Why wasn't an investigation made? 11
Uppermost in the minds of many was the total absence of jets or military
aircraft during the entire period of sighting (approximately one hour 1 Saturday
night) . (This fact is indicated on all signed reports of this sighting in files at
NICAP.)
These witnesses represent a cross-section of the many hundreds who witnessed this strange phenomenon over Hollywood, two nights in succession--and
without doubt reflect the thinking of all concerned. They are asking questions-serious, thoughtful questions about what is going on in our skies--and they feel
they have the right to know.

2.1

l

29
8 February. Near Llanelly, England. (no time)
"It was the most astonishing thing I have ever seen."

According to our source:
"Process workers at the Royal Ordnance Factory at Pembrey, near Llanelly saw a
mysterious disc in the sky on February 8. The sky was clear when the object was
seen. 'It was the most astonishing thing I have ever seen,' said Mr. Martin Walsh,
43, ofDanybryn, Pembrey.
" 'I would say it was about 3,000 feet up and measured as much as 400 yards [?
Feet?] across. The disc was spinning continuously. One moment it was gold, then
it changed to white, and then back to gold again. Dozens of other employees also
saw it.' A friend ofMr. Walsh's took a photograph ofit. It shows a circle of white
light silhouetted against the sky." (xx.)
(xx.)

Flying Saucer Review. May-June 1960. Vol. 6, No.3. p.22.

9 February. Aliens A-bombed the Earth?
The Russians mat not have been in on the UFO hunt (At least they claimed not to qe), but a J<:>t
of really strange ideas were beip.g floated in government-approved news stories. For example:

------=-==~====~============:
·------------------------

Red Thinks Sodom, Gomorrah
Were A-Bombed ~ by Spac~men
MOSCOW, Feb. 9 RIPD.-A Soviet scientist
by the visitors, or "something they put up ln
said today travelers from outer space may . commemoration or their visit to earth." He
noted the terrace Is comparatively near the
have landed on earth centuries ago. He
desert where the tektites have been
cited the biblical account of the destruction
of Sodom and Gomorrah to support his ·discovered.
theory.
3. The "Dead Sea Scrolls" discovered near
M. Agrest, master of physio-malhematlcal
present-day Lebanoii. He said the scrolls
describe the destruction of Sodom and
science, said In an article in the newspaper
Literary Gazette that the destruction, or the
Gomo~rah which "cannot help attracting _t.he
cili~s may have been caused by the explosion
at.tentlon of mod~rn ..men who are famthar
of eXCe.'>S nuclear fuel by the space visitors
wtth nuclear pbysscs. .
befere they took oCf again.
·
Agrest noted that the people were advised
· Agrest said he thinks the space ship ap·
lo leave the area, not to linge~. In the open,.
p~oacbed ea~;:th from remote areas of the
and. not to watch the blast.
rhose of the
universe . and landed In the Lebanese
fug1tives wh~, look~ back, lost their sight
ntains
and perished, he sa1d.
·
· m ou
•.
.
He linked the destruction of the two sinful
-- : lflnaid fobr "unexplained.· facts" support
cities with the nuclear uplos!on •.he believed
h1s theory. The}'"are~ tlie space travelers may have set off before
1. The glassy bodies caijed tektites found
their- departure.
· · · ,.
4. Certain. Information about celestial
on earth, particularly in the Libyan Desert.
He said they contain radioactive tsotofles o( bodies was Inexplicably known at ·a time
- aluminum and beryll1um, sho~iig they are . when no Instruments were available to obtain
at least one million years old and are t)le , such Information, he'said. He said Jonathan
products of extremely high temperatures and ' Swift described the main characteristic fea• powerful radiations.
:
tures of Mats' satellites l.50 years before the
, 2. Tlie mystery of the Bahlbek Terrace, a
SIJtellltes were dlscover~d. .
.
huge plattorin ot stonQ slabs iD the ~banese
.Agrest suggested the apace travelers .t ried
mountains. He said he beUeves the terrace
~~ conveyrsorne of &helr knpwled&e (o the
. .eithereonstitutes a launchin_g plaUorm bull\
~arUl people beforct-leavlDg.
·
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11 February. Waterbury, Connecticut. (2:00a.m.)
They told him he was "nuts."
According to a press report:
"A Waterbury area resident returning home from work at 2 am. yesterday said he
sa~ a ~~ange object in the sky which answers the general description of flying saucers.
Dnvmg on the Waterbury-Thomaston Road, he said he looked over some housetops
and saw a huge circular object which was bright red in the center surrounded by a layer
of gray. It was white on the outside. The gray layer was shooting out sparks, he said.
"The skywatcher said the object was traveling in a general southeast to northeast
direction, low in the sky. He said it was traveling up and· disappeared behind the hills.
"He said it did not look like any of the satellites or rockets he had seen in the sky
previously. He said it was shaped like a disc.
"The observer declined to give his name. He said he told some friends about it, and
they told him he 'was nuts.' He said he had seen a so-called flying saucer in 1948, and
at that time no one believed him either.
'The object he saw here was very real, the skywatcher said." (xx.)
. (xx.)

Waterbury, Connecticut. Republican. 12 February 60.

15 February. The "mystery meteor" and national security.
Pete Walsh, Nome Station manager for Wien, Alaska, wrote to Colonel James H. Isbell,
Commander, USAF, Seattle, Washington; in regards to the February 15th meteor incident. (See
newsclippings about the "meteor."). Mr. Walsh had a fair understanding of engineering and
was well versed in the airline field. From what he knew about events, he contended the so-called
meteor was a manned aircraft. He asserted that substantial witnesses viewed the passage of the
object from a location on Sledge Island and that these witnesses observed the object traveling
at eye level parallel to the coastline.
The object must have been an impressive sight, and quite low in altitude for a meteor. A
teletype message sent the day after by the FAA provides details missing in press accounts:
"A MR. ( ... deleted), 26 YEARS OLD, OPERATIONS SPECIALIST FOR FAA
GAVE THE FOLLOWING INFO: MR. ( ... deleted) WAS MAKING WEATHER
OBSERVATIONS BETWEEN 15/0350Z and 15/0355Z AND HE OBSERVED A
TRAIL APPROXIMATELY FOUR MILES LONG CONSISTING OF TWO OR
THREE PUFFS CONNECTED BY A THIN LINE. Mr.( ... deleted) USING THE
6,000 BROKEN LAYER OF CLOUDS AS REFERENCE ESTIMATED THE
OBJECT'S ALTITUDE AS 25,000 FEET to 30,000 FEET, AZIMUTH, 212 DEGREES FROM UNALAKEET." (xx.)
(xx.)

Department ofthe Air Force StaffMessage Division. (AFCIN: 15512 (16 Feb 60) incoming. Page 2. Air Force BLUE BOOK Files. See the date: 15 February 1960.
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Moreover, an extract from ATIC's Duty Officers Report, dated 16 February, clearly stated the
disturbing claim that appeared in the press: "Others who saw the mysterious aerial intruder said
it curved up and away as it approached Cape Nome, as if it was manned and controlled." (xx.)
(xx.)
(xx.)

Aerospace Technical Intelligence Center, United States Air Force, Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base, Ohio. AFCIN-4x2/Capt. McNeilV59117. Subject: Extract from
ATIC Duty Officers Report. 16 Feb 60. Air Force BLUE BOOK Files.

Returning to Mr. Walsh, we find that he felt a more detailed study was needed because the
whole coastline of Alaska was wide open, only protected by a small detachments of minute men
(National Guard). He, therefore, was not content with a letter to the regional military commander. Walsh was acquainted with a Senator Bartlett who was on the Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee. The national security issue may have carried the day. Senator Bartlett contacted Maj. Gen., Thomas Musgrave Jr., Director of Legislative Liaison, on March 1st requesting
answers. The buck was passed Major Friend at BLUE BOOK.
BLUE BOOK's conclusion was that the object was a meteor (which may be correct), adding
that no radar detection was recorded. The Senator might have been satisfied since no further
correspondence can be found in BLUE BOOK files, but the national security issue still needed to
be addressed. We have to point o,ut the fact that a high-speed intruder passed over Alaska and
wasn't detected by ADC radar!
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16 February. Everett, Washington. (afternoon)
Five UFOs.
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"Five UFOs ... were sighted above Cavelero's Hill Tuesday afternoon by three
witnesses from a vantage point at 16th and Pine Streets.
"Mrs. Chet Harvey, Rt. 2 Everett, called The Herald to report the sighting of
five oscillating discs which were visible for several minutes before disappearing.
"Paine Field officials were inclined to believe the sightings was a reflection of
some sort, however they said they would check for other sightings.
"Mrs. Harvey and two other women spotted the objects and noted they seemed
to move quite fast before disappearing." (xx.)
(xx.)

Everett, Washington. The Herald. 17 February 60.

16 February. Laguna Beach, California. (9:15a.m.)
Wobbled or rather nodded.
According to our source:
"Mr. Earl T. Ross, retired chemical manufacturing company executive (An
industrial chemist and engineer), reported the following case to NICAP.
"At 9:15 a.m., from my home .. .I saw, in a very clear and cloudless blue sky,
an oval, light-colored object move steadily toward the east from a point a little
south of overhead. Then, perhaps two seconds later, I saw another similar object approach and overtake the frrst from a position lower in the southern sky.
The second object object wobbled or rather nodded (On an axis through its center and at right angles to its course, the axis being parallel to the earth's surface).
As it slowed down to join the first, and it altered its course and speed so as to
take up a steady position that appeared to be behind and to the right of the frrst.
"The first object maintained its flight path steadily, without nodding, and
after joining up, the second object stopped its nodding. Both objects then moved
rapidly, that is, in a period of perhaps eight or ten seconds, to the local horizon
which is a range of hills along the coast back of this town. I saw no vapor trails
and heard no sound. There was no wind.
"The objects each appeared to be about a third of the apparent diameter of the
full moon. They were sharply defmed and had some sort of surface structure
that made it appear to me as though they were flattened spheres having a thickness of about one-third their diameter. The objects were an off-white color, not
silvery.
"During this sighting the sun was in the southeast, above the path of the objects,
and as they moved along past the sun's apparent position, I observed a most peculiar darkening-to almost black--ofthe side of the objects that faced the sun, so
that each object took on the appearance of a crescent. This dark crescent developed and moved around over the surface of the objects as they passed under the sun.
"The original light color of the objects then appeared to become transparent as
the dark crescents developed. The appearance ofthe dark crescents on the sunny
side of the objects of course seems to be at variance with our normal experience.
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"The above account is from the detailed notes I made a few minutes after the
sighting." (xx.)
(xx.)

The Reference for Outstanding UFO Sighting Reports. UFO Information
Retrieval Center, Inc. P.O. Box 57, Riderwood, Maryland. 21139. p.3-68.

21 February. Port Huron/Samia, Michigan. (?:30/5:50 a.m.)
Crows scream, fly all about. (See clipping below and on page 34)
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22 February. The Father Gill case and Australia's national security.
"Apparently, an unfriendly nation wishing to reconnoiter the secrets ofWoomera has
only to disguise its aircraft as 'saucers' to escape detection."
The editor of the civilian publication Australian Flying Saucer Review expressed his disp~asure with his government's response to the spectacular Father Gill report. (See below)

The project brought immediate results. On November 24 lest, Mr. E.D.
Cash (Lib.W.A.) asked the Minister for Air, Mr.Osborne, whether hie
Department had investigated lather Gill's claims. The Minister's reply
was a rambling discourse of generalities which completely (end cerefulh[)
ommitted any reference to the New Guinea UFO's.
Subsequent to the Minister's prevarications, the wri te.r subm:!. tted a
series of questions to the Department of Air designed to obtain the information that Mr.Oeborne wee eo patently reluctant to disclose.
In reply the Directorate of Air Force Intecligence intimated that the
Departlll<'nt was awaiting "depth of evidence" on the New Guinea aightinge,
whatever that may be meant to infer.
At lRst, in IDid-December 1 just six months after Father Gill and hie
companions aie;hted their UFO's 1 the Air Foree finally 5ot ~rQii~O to villiting him at hie residence in Melbourne's nearby Dandenong Mountains.
It is probably futile to speculate whether the reports would have been
investigated at ell had it not been for the sustained pressure applied
upon the Air Department by Australien UFO groups.
The attitude of world governments to the UFO is an enigma within en
enigma, end the seemingly indifferent dem~anour of the Australian government towards the New Guinea UFO's is particularly puzzling.
Further, the reluctance of Air Force Intelligence to investigate
strange craft sighted over Australien tvrritory h~e alarming connotations
in the field of national defence. Apparently, en unfriendly nation wishing to reconnoitre the secrets of Woomera haa only to disguise its aircraft as "saucers" to escape detection. The Air Force would probably do
nothing at ell until prodded in-to activity by some private society.
Bowever, it is eubwitted that the keJ to the mystery lies in Mr.Osborne's
recent admi8sion that the Australian authorities have been exchanging
inFormation on UFO's with the British and American governments on ell
reports. The Air Department's apparent prevarication therefore fells into
line with the well-justified suspicions of U.S. investigators that their authorities know more about UFO's than they are at present prepared to
admit. The Australien government may well have at its disposal information which leeds it to believe that further investigation of "saucer"
sightings io unnecessary, except as a "cover up" when their seeming lack
of dlligencs might well arouse suspicion. Th~s thrown into relief, Air
Force Intelligence's attitude to the Wew Guinea UFO's is at least comprehensible, even though official eve~!venese and duplication concerning the
UFO problem generally, nEvertheless continue to be both undesirable end
unjustifiable.

·---o---

POOTSCRIPl'
Suspicions of .. Mr. Pete .
ria regarding the Air Force cover up are
confirmed by~e .."letter to him
om . the Directorate of Alr Force Intelligence dated February 22,1960.
"Howev'e:rt although it ie n.o poseible to reach any positive cone lueions,
we do not be11eve--that-the--l\1ienomene observed by the Reverend Gill and his
party were manned space vehicles. An analysis of bearings and angles above
the horizon does suggest that at 'least three of the lights were planets,
e.g. Jupiter, Saturn and Mara •.. "
Needless to say, no intelligent UFO investigator will accept this official explanation after reading Father Gill's report or studying hie sketch
of the unknown craft.
SYDNJ!;Y EDITOR

(xx.)
(xx.) Australian Flying Saucer Review. April1960. Vol. I, No.2. p.2.

36
24 February. Tucson, Arizona. (6:20 p.m.-6:28p.m.)
A letter in BLUE BOOK files states:
"On Wednesday evening, February 24, my wife and I were returning from a
drive which we had taken to the eastern section of Tucson. We were traveling west
on East Broadway Avenue and Were approximately 8 Yz miles east ofthe center of
tow n. The sun had just set behind the mountains. The sky was mostly clear, with a
few banks of colored clouds.
"My wife called my attention to a white streak in the sky. It was traveling east
and was framed by our windshield. I took it for a jet contrail, but it did not lengthen
or spread. I pulled to the side of the road and we both left the car to study it more
closely. It was 6:20 p.m.
"It seemed to be over the southern part of the city, over the mountains to the west,
but continued,to move east. It appeared to be a band ofwhite light, non-radiating,
the same color as a contrail. After a while it started to maneuver, changing direction
quickly, and slanting at various angles. At one point I saw, very dimly, a globe shape
behind the band of light.
"At about 6:25 two diagonal streaks oflight left the upper and lower parts of the
band, breaking off when they were ofthe same length as the original. They circled
about, straying near the first band, then looped and came back toward it. Once again
I thought that possibly it was three jet planes stunting and watched to see if the 'contrails' crossed. The two additional streaks, however, seemed to be absorbed back into the original band. Only that remained visible.
"The object continued to 'glide' over a limited portion of the sky, changing direction
quickly and angling back and forth. Then it started to gently rise and head in a southerly direction, gradually growing fainter. It did not grow smaller so much as fade. The
rear part of it went first, then the rest. This was 6:28.." (See drawings)

(xx.)

(xx.) Air Force BLUE BOOK Files. Tucson, Arizona. 24 February 1960.
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27 February. NICAP's disclosure of the Air Force's Acting Inspector General's "UFOs are
serious business" admonition.
The Inspector General's brief for Operations and Training Commands issued back on
December 24, 1959, asked for faster investigations ofUFO reports, and warned that increased
sightings and public apprehension could be expected. The IG, Maj. Gen. Richard E. O'Keefe,
said:
"Unidentified flying objects -some times treated lightly by the press and referred
to as 'flying saucers'-must be rapidly and accurately identified as serious business
... AF concern with these sightings is threefold: First of all, is the object a threat to
the defense of the U,S.? Secondly, does it contribute to the technical or scientific
knowledge.?" (xx.)
(xx.)

UF~

Investigator. March 1960. Vol. I, No.9. p.l.

The third point by Gen. O'Keefe prompted a strong reaction from NICAP. The General asked
that UFO explanations be "reasonable and knowledgeable." (xx.)
(xx.)

Ibid.

Feeling the public was being deliberately misled by the military's lack of adherence to point
three, NICAP released photo-copies of the non-classified "UFOs are Serious Business"
document to the news media. To make sure the information reached the right people, NICAP
also sent copies to committees in the House and the Senate, especially to Senator Lyndon
Johnson who was Chairman of the Senate Science and Astronautics Committee.
Accompanying all these photocopies were personal statements by NICAP's Board of
Governors. The press quoted just one board member, Vice Admiral R. H. Hillenkoetter, one-time
director of the Central Intelligence Agency. Hillenkoetter's complete remarks:
"Behind the scenes, high-ranking AF officers are soberly concerned about the
UFOs. But through official secrecy and ridicule, many citizens are led to believe
the unknown flying objects are nonsense. Hundreds of authentic reports by
veteran pilots and other technically trained observers have been ridiculed, or explained away as mistakes, delusions or hoaxes. The AF has assumed the right to
decide what the American people should or should not know. It is time for the
truth to be brought out in open Congressional hearings." (xx.)
(xx.) Ibid, p.3.
Congressional hearings was something NICAP dearly wanted. That was only way NICAP
could properly present the UFO evidence, but would NICAP get hearings? Board member Col.
Robert Emerson's remarks accompanying the photo-copies echoed Hillenkoetter's, stating that
the: " ... public should not be misled by insulting their intelligence." (xx.)
(xx.) Ibid.
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With one exception; Hillenkoetter, Col. Emerson, and others on the board, failed to play
NICAP's best card with any effect: national security. It would have been better if the board
members had just backed the one exception, board member Rev. Baller, who made a simple and
direct statement:
"If the UFOs are believed a threat, it would seem incumbent
on the armed forces to waste no time in alerting the people. Any
sudden, hostile act against a nation left in relative ignorance
could have serious consequences." (xx.)
(xx.)

Ibid.

Pete Walsh in Alaska evidently made an impression on Senator
Bartlett at this time with his plea that "Alaska was wide open,"
illustrating the strength of the national security approach.

.

Governor Nelson Rockefeller.

::~~:rzz:'
n ..
·on 'koad .·
..

•

i~~r

.

..

I

• . MELB~U~NE ;~:~A ~all' o( tire
"with a little tail" swooped down In
•front •of a ··l:ar west of Melbourne
' about two weeks 'ago, .causliitf the
, driver, : iri }right, t«! ·swerve off the
road, it was ·reported yesterda,y..

~ Mrs. ''Pau'llii~·,(5t~eiit~

of ;west·

low, lhe

1
appearecf.to. ~ v_er)r
said, and 8he V?is afraid It was Colnl ·
to hit the car.. ';r'he daughter a~ved
home "pale as· a· ghost,'~ Mrs. Cupen•
ter said.
;-- ·
., . ·. :·- r· · I
They )ladn't' intended t.o ~ay . any·
thing about. tl: Mrs. Carpen~er ex· ·
plained, ; until tliey. read the· 'rej)orU
· of atranll!'llghts being _sighte.cf bi' ~e
aky by . rv~rd ._co?ntla.na, ~~rly th.iJ .

.·

.• <

.> ;_

~. - ~·

..·. -

.

"Insofar as keeping the American people properly informed
on this or any matter of national concern, the Governor is ofthe
opinion that except in those instances where the public disclosure
of information would be detrimental to our national security, it is
vital to our democratic processes that the general public be promptly and completely informed." (xx.)
(xx.)

I:

wood Homes said her daughter, :
Lynnette Carpe~tet; 18, was diivlnl
.home late at night on U. S. Hwy: 192
when the "red~ b~U of lire be1an ;
bobbing aroilnd lli. front of her, from ·
left to right, £ben disappear~~·
'

, · It

NICAP's efforts got a boost from Nelson Rockefeller, Governor
ofNew York, and one of most powerful men in the Republican
Party. NICAP was able to publish Rockefeller's remarks that
stated highly respectable UFO witnesses should be given "reasonable credence." NICAP Commented:

. .

Ibid, p.6.

Late February. Near Melbourne, Australia. (late night)
Ball of frre swoops down. (See clipping)
March 1960. Portsmouth, England. (early morning)
Cigar-shaped aero-form over the Admiralty Surface Weapons Establishment.
Portsmouth, England's biggest naval base, was also home to weapons research, and had been
for decades. Here is a story told by a Ernie Sears:
''Clearly outlined against the sky on top ofPortsdown Hill, the Admiralty Research
Establishment looks oddly out of place alongside the crumbling ruins of nearby Fort
Southwick-its modern radar scanner providing a marked contrast to the fort's ancient

!'
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cannon.
"Harbouring a vast labyrinth of underground laboratories and workshops, its scientists and technicians are constantly engaged on top secret projects in the field of underwater weapons research, and electronic warfare. At the time of this dramatic and
chilling incident in March 1960, it was known as A.S.W.E. (Admiralty Surface Weapons Establishment).
"Walking over the bridge linking Stoke Road to Forton Road in Gosport, Ernie
Sears sought to avoid the worst of a strong gale by turning slightly sideways to lessen
the effect ofthe headwind. As he turned, a bright shard oflight in the early morning
sky over Portsdown Hill, caught his eye. Pausing to take a closer look, he saw a
stationary object, very bright, hovering over the A.S.W.E.
"Puzzled by the cigar-shaped aero-form, but thinking it was probably a slow moving
aeroplane battling against the strong winds, he turned to carry on across the bridge.
From the other end, in an obvious hurry, a young man was approaching him.
'"I stopped him as he drew level,' Ernie told me [author Robert Price]. 'I pointed
out the object and asked him if he thought it was an aeroplane. He glanced quickly towards it, said "Yes" and dashed off'

"In no less of a hurry himself, Ernie settled for this explanation, and carried on about
his business.
"Approximately twenty to thirty minutes later, in another part of Gosport, he heard
the fast approaching roar of low flying jet aircraft.
"'The noise was deafening,' he recalled, 'I knew they must have been very low.'
"Dashing into the street, he was just in time to see two Meteor jet fighters sweep
past-climbing rapidly towards Portsdown Hill!
"'I looked beyond the two jets and saw the same object I'd spotted earlier, still hovering over the A.S.W.E. I knew then, that it was no ordinary that I'd seen,' he stated.
"The two fighters, at maximum thrust, were closing in on the mystery craft with
lightning speed. Ernie, enthralled, could only stand and watch as the dramatic events
unfolded above him.
"Suddenly, as though detecting the fighter's presence, the object turned on end-and
vanished!
" 'It was unbelievable,' said Ernie. 'It just disappeared, like a light bulb going out.
One second it was there, turning slowly on end in a smooth, controlled manner, the next,
It was gone!'
"The fighters circled above the Establishment for several minutes before finally breaking off and heading back in the direction of R.A.F. Thomey Island.
"Running to the nearest telephone box, Ernie quickly found the air base's telephone
number and rang in, asking to speak to the control tower duty officer.
"'I knew, from my own service experience, that military aircraft were never 'scrambled' over built up areas unless there was an emergency,' he said, 'so it was obvious that
something serious had sparked a major alert.'
"After a lengthy wait. He was eventually put through, and spoke to the duty officer.
"'I asked if he could identify the object I'd seen over Portsdown Hill, and also if he
could explain why the two Meteor jets were chasing it,' said Ernie. 'I'll never forget
his answer as long as I live. He said, quite coldly, "You didn't see any object and you
didn't see any Meteor jets either!" I began to protest, but he just repeated what he'd said
and ended the conversation.'
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'Mystified and alarmed, though he was, by this sinister turn of events, he realized
there was little he could do about it. Any further attempts to glean information from
the military would, inevitably, be met with a flat denial. To report the incident to the
newspapers would, he felt, serve no useful purpose. Resigned to the fact that he would
probably never know the origin of the Portsdown UFO, Ernie Sears was not to know
that the following day would reveal one more tantalizing piece of unusable evidence to
support his claim that something strange and frightening had indeed happened over the
A.S.W.E.
"'My brother-in-law, an electrical draughtsman working at the Establishment at the
time, had just popped in for a cup of tea and a chat,' said Ernie, recalling the events of
the following day. 'As he came through the door, I quite casually said,' You had a bit
of excitement at your place yesterday didn't you?' He stopped in mid-stride, and the
color just drained out ofhis face-he went absolutely white. It was obvious I'd touched
a very raw nerve, and I immediately dropped the subject, but it was all I needed to convince me th.at a major 'scare' had occurred the previously day,' Ernie concluded." (xx.)
(xx.)

Price, Robert. UFOs Over Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. Ensign Publications:

Shirley, Southhampton, England, 1990. pp.ll?-119
It should be noted:
"Eighteen years later (1978?) a similar blob was seen hovering over the same site, a huge
mushroom with banks of lights, it too vanished." (xx.)
(xx.)

Portsmouth, England. News. 29 December 2000.

1 March. Harford native gets noticed. (See clipping)
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~ Nutmegger

Thomas .J. Dodd of West Hartford, member of the Senate's
Space Committee, and U. S.
Rep. Emilio Q. Daddario of :
Hartford, member of the House
Committee on SCience and
Astronautics.
·
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To Nail Down UFO Reports _
,
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This country's best-known
"flying saucer" private reseB.l·cft

* * *
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THE NICi\P, Mr. Ha.ll ex- .
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i acceptable because of space
developments." The long-announced aim of NICAP, he
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Two pronged civilian attack.
NICAP:
The Air Force was in a bad spot, maybe even in a corner. NICAP was pressing hard for Congressional hearings, flooding legislators with detailed documents to support their claims, and the
effort was paying off. Moreover, NICAP was also gaining converts in newsrooms across the nation. The Cleveland Plain Dealer printed: "If they [UFOs] are craft from outer space, let's try to
determine so. If they are illusions, let's know that too. There is no need here for secrecy." (xx.)
(xx.)

Editorial quoted in the UFO Investigator. March 1960, Vol. I, No.9. p.2.

Likewise, the Huntsville, Alabama, Times, printed: "'We might have never heard ofthis, if it
hadn't been for the National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena." (xx.)
(xx.)

Ibid.'

7 March. Near Gordonville, Virginia.

(about 8:00p.m.)

Why haven't they asked me about it??? (See clipping below)
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APRO
The Air Force also had to contend with Coral Lorenzen's group, APRO, during this period.
Students ofUFO history tend to overlook this fact. Sensationall957-58 UFO stories from
Brazil were filling the pages of the 1960 issues of the APRO Bulletin. For example, there were
amazing Brazilian military reports, the impressive Trindade photos, and the sensational claim by
Coral that she had actual "physical evidence" of a flying saucer. The American news services
were taking an interest without much prompting, and why not? It was stuff that sold papers.
What really stung the Air Force was the claim of"physical evidence" which struck at the heart of
the military's anti-UFO position. Even if APRO's "saucer metal" proved bogus later, just the:
claim itself could cause Congress to pay attention to NICAP's arguments. (See the headline of
the March 1960 issue ofthe APRO Bulletin on page 43)
9 March. Pizza pie man and the FBI. (See clipping)

~FBI

WANTS TO KNOW

Pizza Pie-Or
Flying Sa.ucer?
GRAND BLANC, March 9
-The FBI toaayprbbed into
a color photograph or the
moon taken by Joe Perry, a
talented pina pie maker,
who also lakes potshots 1l
the sky with a home-made
telescope -cam era .
The FBI is interested in
the picture ,Joe· snapped last
month on th e second night
of the full mo on. ·
The

picture shows a
~auccr-llkc ohjP.ct silhouetted
against the monn.
The " thing '' radiates a
trail in green and appears
ne a re r lo th e ea rth than lhe
moon ," ..lor said . " It is round,
much smaller than the moon,
and it has a dome."

asked to see it again and
again .
-.
"It's a fiY..iJ!LW!~' they
said.
The FBI got wind · or it
last Friday and the next day
two agents from the . Flint
offic;c visited Joe's place
here.
"I showed them several
slides of photographs I took
on that particular night," Joe
snld. "They did not seem to
be Interested until I showed
this particular one and then
both of them jumped up."
. The agents took tht photograph and several others.
JOE A
df th
t 44
•
gran a er a
•
hop~s he has been of some

service to ~overnment ex·
perts In thetr search for an·

· JOE DID not think any- swers ln outer space.
"But I hope I get that pie:
' thingof the photograph until
~n~er_s_~ h!J restaurant t~_baek,~•. said.

9 March. Beverly, Massachusetts. (about 7:15p.m.)
Divided in two.
_A NICAP member investigated this case:
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NICAP SCORES
NICAP made national headlines on 27
Feb. with its disclosure of an Air Force
Inspector General's Brief issued to all
Commands on 24 Dec. 1959. The brief

reads as follows:
'Tnidenlificd flying objects- sometimes treat~d lightly by the press and
refe rred lo as flying saucers-must be

rapidly and accurately identified as seri ous USAF business in the Zl. As AFR
200-2 points out the Air Force concern with these sightings Is threefold :
First or ali, is the object a threat to
the ddcnsc of the U. S.? Secondly does
it contribute to technical and sci~ntific
knowledge? And then there's the Inherent USAF responsibility to explain to
the American people through public information media what is going on in
their skies.
'"The phenomena or actual objects
comprising the UFOs will lend to in crease, with the public more aware of
goings-on in space but still inclined to
some apprehension. Technical and de fense considerations will continue to ex·
ist in this area .
'"Publi shed about three months ago,
AFR 200-2 oullines necessary orderly
qualified reporting as well as public information procedures. This is where
the base should stand today, with pract ires judged at least satisfactory by the
commander and inspedor.
'"-Responsibility for handling UFO's
should rest with either lniPiiigenc". Op·
crati~r.s, or the Provost Marshal or the
Information officer-in that order of prcfNencc, dictated by the limits of the base
organization.
"-A sp.,cific officer should be designated as responsible;
"-He should have experience in lnl'estigative techniques and also, if possible, scientific or technical background ;
"-He should have the authority to
obtain the assistance of specialists on
the base;
"-He should be equipp"d with binoculars, camera, geiger counter , magnifyin~ glass , and have a source for contniners in which to store samples.
"What Is required is that every sight·
ing be im·estigated and reported to the
Air Technical Intelligence Center at
Wright-Patterson AFB and that explana( s ... .'I"/C.11'. 1., 11,.

~~

Authorities Grab Photos;
Hopf Urges Vigilance
On Part of Members
Two instances in which privMe indi·
viduals succeeded In obtaining photo·
graphs of UAOs within the last few weeks
have come to the attention of the APRO
stnff.
On the fourth of lllarch, Charles Jllorris, 31, an airplane instructor, obtained
19 feet of moving picture film of a formation of three disc-shaped objt>cts over
Dubuque, Iowa . Morris estimated their
altitude as 20,000 feet, their apecd at
about 200 mi lcs PGr hour. The objects
were saucer-shaped, silvery In color.
Morris gave lhe film to the Federal government "for processing and study;" the
uri report stated.
A~ Grand Blanc, lllichigan, Joe r 'erry,
a ptzza restaurant owner and amateur
astronomer, shot a few pictures of the
full moon In February. When the color
pictun·s were de,· elop~d . one showed,
clearly silhouetlcd against the lunar disc
a saucer-like object, radiating a gree~
tail, nnd with a dome. lllr. Perry showed
them around his restaurant, to customers
and friends , and one Individual said, "It's
a flying saucer." Before long, two FBI
agents dropped In, looked at the pic·
lures, were noncommital when looking
at them, ami in Perry's worcls, "They
didn't seem to be interested until I show·
ed this particular one, and then both or
them jumped up. " The agents took the
photo ~howing the saucer, and sel'eral
others. Perry said he hoped he has been
of som e service to the government "but
I hope I get that picture back, " h~ said .
John Jlopf, AI'RO's photo analyst said
in a recent leller to the staff : ;,This
film will never be seen again-he might
just as well have burned it up!"
The rest of the staff joins Hop( In
urginf! members to keep , a sharp eye
out lor any picture of a UAO. Inform
the photograplll'r that AI'RO will pay
for the pril'ilege or analyzing the film,
and will guarantee that the original nega.
lives will be returned, if requested ,

MEMBERS-

Pltllt Forw1rd Addrtll Chtnttll

On September 14, 1957, Mr. Ibrablnl
Sued, a social columnist for the Rio de
Janeiro daily newspaper ''0 Globci"
included in his column ihe text or ' • .
ictlcr he had received from 1 reader.
Quote :

"Om Mr. IbrAhim Sued. AK Afaithful
reader of your column, and an admirer
or yours, I wish to give you aomethio11 .
or the highest interest to a newspaperman, concerninll the flying sattcets. If
you belie,·e they are real, of course. 1
also didn't believe anything said or published about them. But just a few days
ogo I had to change my mind. t wu
llshing together with some frlen<ll at a
place near the town or Ubatuba,. Sao
Paulo, when I saw a flying disk . It
approached the beach at unbellevlible
speed, an accident seemins Hnmlnentin other words, a crash into the sea.
At the lasl '" moment, however when It
was about to sirllie the water: )t made
a sharp turn upwards and climbed tip
r_apidly in 1 fantastic maneuver. We followed , the spectacle with , our eyes,
startled, wheit we saw lhe disk e~j:IIcide
in name~. It disintegrated Into lllousaads
of fiery fragments, which fell spirkitll;
with magnificent brigbtnen. They looked
like fireworks, in spite or the llmi! ot the
accident-at noon. Most of theie frll·
ments, almost all, fell into the sea. But 1
number of small pieces fell close ~the
bc~eh . and we picked up 1 large a ount
of this material-which wai IS 1111 t 11
paper. I enclose herewith • amall sa pie
or it. I don't know any one that cou be
trusted to whom I mlghi send It for
nnaly~is. I never read about a flying
saucer hal'lng been found, or about frag .
mcnts or parh of a saucer that had been
picked up; unless it had been done by
military authorities and the whole thing
hpt as a top-secret subject. I am eer·
lain that the matter will be of great
Interest to the brilliant columnist and I
am sending two copie• of this letterto the new•paper and to your home.'•
Unquote. The signature was IIOt le1ible.
Mr. Sued had never written about the
UAOs before. Dr. Olavo T. Fontes.
APRO's Brazilian reprcsentati
the letter In the column and d<
call Mr. Sued and attempt to
view the pntlcles. Four boun
telephone conversation with the
isl, Dr. Fontes vlslll'CI Mr. S~
(So•o• 1'/rpiw/l·:l•itlo·wr. JNtJ!~
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"Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Ayers and their daughter saw a large circular UFO about 7: 15
p.m. which maneuvered, divided in two and then sped away. The object, which frrst
hovered, had star-like rays around it and appeared to be larger than the apparent diameter
ofthe moon. Then it began to drift eastward from its position in the south sky, suddenly
change to a red color and accelerated upward at an angle to the south. Still visible in the
distance, the UFO then split into two red lights and moved away northeast across the
eastern sky, rejoining into one object." (xx.)
(xx.)

UFO Investigator. May 1960. p.4.

10 March. APRO notifies the Air Force it has "indisputable" physical evidence.
Here is the letter mailed on March lOth to Major Lawrence J. Tacker, USAF, Public
Information Division, Office oflnformation, Pentagon, Washington D.C.:
"We [APRO] realize that it is unlikely that any positive action can be taken on the contents of this letter at your level but are trusting that you will forward it to the proper
agency. We feel, however, that it should be routed through you since it concerns directly
a recent report issued by your office to the effect that the Air Force has no physical evidence indicating that any UFOs are real and extraterrestrial.
"A release which you issued early this year, according to UPI, states: 'no physical or
material evidence, not even a minute fragment of a so-called flying saucer, has ever been
found.' This statement, as it stands, is not true; however it is not our intent or purpose to
belabor you concerning the accuracy of statements issued through your office. I have
been associated with Public Relations work long enough to understand that a Public Information Office bears the same relationship to its military service that an advertising agency
bears to its sponsor. The function of a public relations organ is to build the sponsor's
prestige and sell the product.
"APRO has in its possession the physical evidence which the United States Air Force
denies having been able to acquire. It is, in fact, a portion of an extraterrestrial vehicle
which met with disaster in the earth's atmosphere. The catastrophe was witnessed by
numerous human beings. The gratifying aspect ofthis case, however, is that we do not
have to depend on the testimony of witnesses to establish the reality ofthe incident for
THE MOST ADVANCED LABORATORY TESTS INDICATE THAT THE RESIDUAL
MATERIAL COULD NOT HAVE BEEN PRODUCED THROUGH THE APPLICATION OF ANY KNOWN TERRESTRIAL TECHNIQUES [emphasis in the original].
"It has been claimed by some sources that the United States Air Force has proof positive
in its possession of the sort outlined above, and is deliberately withholding this evidence
for reasons of its own. It has been postulated by others that the United States Air Force,
through sheer bureaucratic incompetence, has failed to acquire or recognize such evidence
even thought such exists. We do not have access to sufficient information to warrant support of either position, nor do we wish to enter this controversy.
"Instead, we humbly submit this proposition: The evidence which we have is avail
-able to the United States Air Force-not to be buried-not to bickered about-but
rather to be examined by scientific authorities acceptable to all parties concerned."
(xx.)
(xx.)

APRO Bulletin. May 1960. p.l.
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To put the heat on, Coral released copies of the letter to the press. Excerpts appeared
in newspapers around the country on the 11 t\ 12th, and the 13th.
13 March. Brooklyn, New York. (about 2:00a.m.)
V-formation over the Big Apple.
A Salvatore Tomas was up very early in morning on March 13th to view a lunar eclipse. After
watching the eclipse:
" ... his eye was attracted to a light over to the right. He looked there and saw sweeping across the sky, from the right of the position of the moon, and below it, towards the
left, a formation of twelve to fifteen lights, moving in a straight trajectory at a very
rapid speed. The lights were in a rough V -formation, with the point moving forwards.
The limbs of the V were varied: the lights on the side nearest him were in a straight
line; on the far side they were haphazardly arranged. All the lights remained in the
same positions, relative to each other. They were white, fairly bright, like stars, but

not quite as bright as the planets Venus and Mars look when they are closest to earth.
Two things impressed him most: their speed, and their complete silence. He said that
if they had been jets, their speed would have indicated that they were fairly low, and
some noise would have been heard. But there was none--not a trace of sound. He
said it was a remarkably still and silent winter night. He indicated the speed they
traveled by pointing at the sky and sweeping his arm across it, approximating as best
he could the relative speed of the objects. The duration was four to six seconds, from
the moment he saw them until they passed out of view.
"The relative size of the thing was approximately four times the diameter of the
moon, from the tip of one limb to the tip of the other. It was a fairly broad V. No
pulsating, no change in direction or speed. Lights were star-like. That's about all he
could say." (xx.)
(xx.)

Letter: To: Isabel, 317 East 83rd Street, New York28, N.Y. From: Ted. Date:
4 July 1960. Tomas was Ted's friend. CIS New York records. NICAP Files.

14 March. "ProofPositive?"
Here is a sample of one of the wire stories that were sent across the country. (See clipping on
page 46)
On the 14th Major Tacker penned a reply which reached APRO on the 17th. It read:
"Dear Mrs. Lorenzen:
"This is to acknowledge your letter of 9 March 1960 inclosing a photograph of
fragments which are purported to be part of a 'flying saucer' which exploded within
the earth's atmosphere. The proper office to which this evidence should be submitted is the Aerospace Technical Intelligence Center at Wright-Patterson Air Force

'
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Proof -_Positive
Of Saucer

Ships?

quire. It. is In fact, a portion
of an extra-terrestrial vehicle
which met with disaster in the
earth's atmosphere.
"The · catastrophe was witnessed by numerous human .
beings. The gratifying aspect
of this case, however,_ is that
we do not have to depend on

ALAMOGORDO, N.M.
-(UPil- A research group
believes that It · has uncovered evidence that lndiciates unidentified aerial objects from
"somewhere 'bther than earth"
are
operating
within
the
earth's atmosphere.
The Aerial Phenomena Research Organization notltled
Air Force officials in Wastt!ngton that the group has in
Its possession actual physical
evidence that flying saucers
are extra-terrestrial In origin.

the testimony of witnesses'

tP.

establish the reality ·of the \n;
cident for the most advanced
laboratory tests indicate that
the residual material co u I d
not have·: been prod u c e d
"Tiie most advanced lab- through the application of
oratory tests, lnc!UIIIng •pee- known terrestrial techniq)les."
to-Malysls, Indicate the rna-~
terlal could not have been ,.__·.
produced
hy Jtny
known
methOd on earth," Cora.! Lorenzen, director ot APRO,
eo.ld.
'il!l

.,,

*'

In his Jetter to Maj. Law!'E'nce ,J. Thacker, PIO spokes- ~
m~n for the Air Force, 7--o~~
renzen saicl the physical evi·
clcnce is a portion of "an extra-trrrestial
vehicle
that
crashecl in the earth's n tmosAPRO offered to submit the
material to the Air Force for ·
scientific study. APRO is made
up of scientists. astronomers
and space and missile expertS, .
anrt is headquartered in Alamogordo.
Lorenzen uid In his letter
to Thacker:
"A release which you issued
early this year states that no
physical or material evidence,,
not even a minute fragment
of so-called flying sau.cers, has
ever been found. This statement, as it stands, is not true.
"APRO has in its possession
1he physicAl e v idence

w h
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1 Want to See a Flying Saucer
In Action?---Movie Promis-es One
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Seen an¥
tfuirs lately?
I! yoil hi :
yu e:rpec~ to P.nytlme IOOil; you'll be'lll. t.erested in seeing "We've Seen the Flying _Sauceu," i. 47-mlnute
1 sound and color movie to be shown Tuesday at 8 p.m. In ~··

San

Jacinto High School Auditorium.

I:· Object£)
Sponsored by the Houston U. F. 0. Club (Unidentified l"'r!D&
the movie promises to erpeoe full eolor ohota of a
O&U•

owr In acllon.
G.eofie Van TL'lsel of Yucca Valley, Cal., will deliver a leet~
fallowtnc the film and will Include In h!a &ddreu ceophyldcal.
ealentule, economic, nllcto1.1.1 and politiC&! upecta ot Ule ftlnl

.

IIJ)U:e

cn.!t.s.

14 March. Want to see a saucer?
(See clipping)

i .c h

the United States Air Force
denies having been able to ac-

A few bucks gets you in the
auditorium, and also a chance to
hear Mr. Van Tassel, apparently
an "expert on everything."
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Base. Ohio. I am referring your letter to them immediately and would suggest that
in the interest of time you submit these fragments to them at once with a covering
letter. I would also suggest that you register these items and obtain a U.S. Post Office return receipt for them." (xx.)
(xx.)

APRO Bulletin. May 1960. p.l.

17 March. Coral Lorenzen's same day reply.
For Coral, any submission ofUFO evidence to ATIC via the regular process would mean that
APR 200-2 would come into play. According to APR 200-2, information could not be officially
released to the public until less a UFO incident could explained. It was assumed by the Air
Force that all UFO reports had prosaic causes and premature release of data would generate
unnecessary speculation. The way Coral figured it, the Ubatuba material would puzzle the
military experts and therefore the results of any official analysis would be withheld from the
APRO people, or anyone else without the proper security clearance.
Coral would only hand over the "saucer" fragments under special a condition, a sort of joint
investigation with APRO appointed experts participating and all results of tests shared. A letter
with Coral's proposal was mailed to Major Tacker on the 17th ofMarch. (xx.)
(xx.)

APRO Bulletin. May 1960. pp.l-2.

Coral's phone is tapped?
Coral claimed:
"During the foregoing chain of events, the Lorenzen home telephone, which is a
private line, was repeatedly under surveillance. Calls between Mr. Lorenzen at his
place of employment at Holloman and Mrs. Lorenzen at the APRO office, were
monitored. When the fmal physical evidence release went out to the press wires on
the 18th ofMarch, an editor at Kansas City 'killed' it, and it went out without tl}e AP
byline. UPI waited until the 22"d (probably checking with science editors [Coral's
comment]), then released it world-wide." (xx.) (See one of the March 18th stories
on page 48)
(xx.)

APRO Bulletin. May 1960. p.3.
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18 March clipping:

speci-l

the material. only known
men of its kind in the world, is
extremely valuable. They said ·
they did not feel it would be in .
! the public interest to hazard ·
i sending it across the country.
"Also," Director Lorenzen
said, "some of -the world's most [
By TERRY CLARKE
competent and recognized scien."
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·
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·
· ht I
A scient!!lc researchttists operate a ratones ng. 1
\ ALAMOGORDO March 18. .
'
1outs1de Alamogordo at the A1r 1
group, Wlth world headquarters a~ Alamogordo, today 1Force Missile Development Cen·f
not111ed the U. S. Alr Force they Wlll not send physical. tcr at Holloman Air Force Base.;
evidence they believe indicates the existence or~!we can:t see the point in chanc-[
1
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.
.
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,
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lie of anv test results obtained by unknown on. Earth, accordmg to! "Your proposal that APROl
the Air ·Force unless the "mys-ladvance laboratory ..tests mclud- send the UFO res1duals to A. T ..
t!rv m@tal" wm JlrO\'~n- 10 ha.\'@ mg ~ptCtrlhlniilym.
I. C. for study must be respect·
originated on Earth.
·
Too Valuable .
. fullv declined since AFR :00-2,1
,
. ,
J Today.
APRO offlc1als sa1d 1.-ould prevent release to the pubExtra-Terrestnal
thev received a me~saoe from lie of anv test results obtained
Coral Lorenzen. international :>!a·j. Lawrence J. Tacke~. public there. O~r moral obligation to
director of APRO said the .eroup information officer at the De- our memhers and the general!
will release the results of ex- partment of Defense in Washing. public pre,·cnts us from enterin:;
hausl!ve laboratory tests per-. ton, D. C.• ad,·ising them to send . into such an a r r a n g e me n '·I
f_orme~ on th~ mystenous metal- Ithe mysterious object to the Aero . (Si~:ned) Cor a I Lorenz e n.l
lie ObJect, so far 1dent1ficd only !Space Techmcal Intelligence Cen- ' APRO."
1
as "Meul X." to_ the public.. ter at Wright Air Development\ Air Force regulation ~00-2, of- 'I
along. With the entire story be- jCenter. Dayton, Ohio, "as soon ficials said, allows release to the
hind 1ts d1scovery.
. as possible."
public onlr those UFO . reports
_Earlier, APRO had told th~l APRO actentisu said. they de-, that. are proven to be o! ~nownl
Force the ~Ject was part o( :dined the proposal, potnbng out longm on Earth, such as weather

i

I

ball~s.

The reglilatton forbids . ~bservers on all _contin_ents, of.
flctals sa1d, mvest1gate 1Dc1den~
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A. T. I. C. and the Arr Force to related to unidentified aerial ob-
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release reports on unidenti!iedt jects and funnel their reports t
flying objects which cannot be the Al~beadquarten ·
explained.
1712 Vllll
.
.
"We would prefer," Lorenzen
Here, repo
are . ealalosUed.
said, "that the Air Force join us analyzed and
ecked agtliD&t
in selecting a qualified and im- similar reports. "~0,'' Loren·
partial civilian testing laboratory zen &aid, has pro~ man
to check our findings and release 1 reports, including some· ~y 110them to the public so they can ·~· called 'contactors' who
ave
judge the truth for themselves." . claimed actual CODtact w t h
APRO officials said they are beings from other worlds, to
documenting the entire back-i erroneou~ or outright frauds." .
ground of the case leading up tol "However,'' AykO scientists
their discovery'and possession of said, · "some of/ (he documented
the rr.:•sterious object. along with reports in our' files from quall·
complete detailed . reports on\ fied· observers of the ~ighest intheir laboratory fmdmgs, and tegrity indicate there ts more ~
will have them ready for release the UFO mystery than the pubhc
to the public within a few days. has been led to believe/'
They said the entire clinicaL "APRO," Director Loren~en
data will be published in the,· said 'is a n!U)·profit organizatiOn.
APRO Bulletin, a technical pub- of ail sorts o(people •.• p~y~i
lication for scientists. and otherj cists, aeronautical and m1sstl.e
qualified observers and research· e ·n g i n e e r s. astronomers and
ers throughout the Free World. j people from all "':alks of life who!
APRO's world-wide orgamzauon. volUnteer their time and knowl·j
made up of volunteer members edge and work in their free timE>J
in,t erested in solving the UFO for no pay for just one reaso~l
mystery, has been investigating . . . to attempt to solve a. fasct·j
scrcalled flying saucers and other nating and challenging. sctent1ficl
phenomena for more than a dec- , mystery."
ade.
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19 March. Morehead City, North Carolina. (About 6:30p.m.)
Rather flat, disc-shaped, perfect formation. (See clipping)

IA-cloy 7·U71
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(Continut>d rrom Page l)

hor.izon. They made a turn and
it was clearly seen that they wete
rather flnt . disc-shaped .
They
stayed in perlcl't formation, side
......:,_______.._ _.,...-----.-...-.1)1 by side.

·M
·
.
en
See
Strange ~pproximately
Three
1

~ Th'e compass reading wns NW.
32 degrees. There
s . nn cslamale that they were
ubout five miles away at a tremcndous nllitud~. Th~ objQI!tg Wl!rl! . ,

.....,

Fl .Y:{,in Q, Objects
Saturday t::~p.
'n
,
...
·
1

l/ .N

~trange ~ng

Two
objects were
seen over Morehead City early
Saturday night.
The sightilll: w:1s rcporl!·d hy the
Rev . John . F . Cox . pastor of ~he
(.'irs! Chnslwn htorcht•ad C1ly
churl'h, tts follows :
.
i\1 appruxin1;11dy li::ltl p.m . ~;ol·
urrlay eHuiur; at Ill<' llcarh\' ll' W
t:•so Stalion 011 Are nlll'll titre<'l,
llcrl>crt Kelly, owner , and ali<' IHI·
ani Don Cahoon w•·re casu all~·
chatting hy the ~:as pumps , when
Kelly lookt-<1 up and nol1cccl two
black, rather round uh)cels Ill .the
sky, al a !ugh altitude, some JJlllcs
away.

Immediately Cahoon suggested
that they look like helicopters · · ·
for they wNc suspended In space,
IIOl IIIOVing.
./ohn r . Cox . minister of the
Fir•! C hri~lian o·hurch , htord1o•ad
Cil y , wa ~ t:ollkfl out tu puss Ius
up 1niun . Ill! <tuil'kly canu· uul and
looked up ;11ul >aid llwt they look·
eel s 011 , 0 wh;ll like. two blimps .
The n. s uddenl y , tht• two ol>jecls
began to quil'er and move . lmmediatl'ly tla' Y ;H-cekratcd and
moved a l a l'anla•lie s peed, just
before they di:;appe~ov cr the
. ..•
.
-:;..
lice OllJELI:S, l'ase ~

a
tf

~study.

1\!r. Barbour snirl. "There are
things pcoplr. have seen in the sky
for which there is no logical explanation. The Air F orce S<'l . up
a whole 1lrpa rtm cnl to sludy these
unidcnl ificd flying obJCCIS.
·
' "They bave been seen 111>t only
by laymen but hy experienced ob·
serH•rs. The things defy cxplnna·
lion."
Mr. narbour s nid that when he
sees "some machinery and bod·
ies" he'll believe -we have visitors
·rrom outer space. He comment·
cd thai any vehicle by which space
travcl~rs would come h~rc must
crash some day because, he rea·
sons, no machine is pl'rfccl. But
until he sees such evidence, he
doubts that there arc vehicles in
the skies from other worlds.
! Jle .mentioned that renection of
light tram a car windshield, hun·
drcds of miles awa y , could create
an illusion or an object against an
overhanging cloud. Other times,
the planet Venus can be seen, IInder certain conditions, in the day
time. and the planet could be mis·
taken for n "flyinc object."

.
I

"Right. Bert, one dia mo ndsha ped, cigar-shaped, boomera n g-s ha p e d , f as t-movin g,
hove ring, fl yi ng saucer, ready
when yo u are".- - £1•ening News.

sizc, - th." size of. large

The whole !lung last nbout 3
lninutes.
"\ This wns reported by Mr. Kelly
fo the Coast Guard station within
minutes after the sighting. l!ow·
tver, Mr. Cox phoned to find out
there was nny t hing further on
his al 9 p .m ., and no one seemed
n know anything nhout it.
Mr.
~ox spoke lo the officer of !liC'day
,nd he took !he full re)>Orl and
·aid he would report !he sighting
officially .
..
.. ... •
~l .- .• ·-- -------- - ~r. Cox's report was rcfl'rrcd
'i THE NEWS·TIMES to J . 0 .
larbour .Jr. , Beaufort , whose hob·
by is celestial hod ic s and space
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22 March. Mrs. Lorenzen's 201 file pulled.
According to the APRO Bulletin:
"On the 22"d ofMarch, Mrs. Lorenzen's was informed by a friend that her ' 201' file
at Holloman had been opened. A '20 1' is the personaL confidential file of civil service
empolyees which contains the results of information gathered by intelligence and security officers pertaining to personality, morality, political convictions, police record, if
and, etc., and it is upon the basis of this information that a security clearance is issued.
"Someone was vitally interested in personal information about the Director [Coral],
and that person had to be in the military, because only a qualified officer or security
agent has access to that file. Was someone trying to find something to use as a weapon
against Mrs. Lorenzen and APRO?" (xx.)
(xx.) APRd Bulletin. May 1960. p.3.
23 March. Tacker calls

Coral's concerns unfounded.

In a letter to APRO's Director, dated March 23rd, Maj. Tacker said:
"I refer to your Western Union telegram dated 17 March 1960 stating that APRO would
not send the UFO residue it claims to have to the Aerospace Technical Intelligence Center
at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, because Air Force Regulation 200-2 would prevent release of the fmdings to the general public.
"This is erroneous and I can assure you that Air Force fmdings would be released immediately to the general public and the purported UFO evidence would be returned to your
organization upon completion of the analysis and/or evaluation." (xx.)
(xx.)

Letter: To:( .. . deleted) Director, Aerial Phenomena Research Organization,
( ... deleted) From: Lawrence J. Tacker, Major, USAF, Public Information
Divison, Office oflnformation. Date: 23 March 1960. Air Force BLUE
BOOK Files.

Coral's reaction:
"To her, the report from Major Tacker's oftice in response to our press pertaining
to physical evidence in March, is screamingly funny. She had mailed the letter,
then released its contents to the press. Tacker (after a few days deliberation) did the
same. He released the official AF answer, then mailed the letter, which was received several days later. His answer was precisely what had been expected. Coral didn't
expect the AF to enter into any cooperative phase with APRO. To recognize APRO
as a serious, responsible group, would have been to give it the advantage of good
press notices, etc. They could not afford to accept APRO's proposition for a joint
exmination of the Ubatuba magnesium, they would have to admit that APRO has in
its possession dependable, incontrovertible physical evidence.

51

"The offer to the AF was only an experiment so that they could predict future
moves and actions on their part. They have given APRO no cooperation; they can't
expert to get any from it." (xx.)
(xx.)

Patton, Frank. "The 'APRO' Story." Flying Saucers. FS-19. May 1961.
Ed.: Ray Palmer. p.43.

24 March. Lambert Field, St. Louis, Missouri. (0800Z)
"Size of a tire on a heavy earth moving vehicle."
Two Berkeley, Missouri, policemen were parked in their patrol cars.
One was on the north side ofLambert Field at Brown and County Day Road. This lawman
was a former Navy pilot who had reported UFOs during his military service.
The other officer was parked at Garfield A venue between Airport Road and 1st Street on the
south side ofLambert Field.
It had been a routine night shift and then, suddenly, a bright light lit up the whole area. Three
objects in V-formation zoomed overhead, traveling from southwest to northeast in level flight.
They must have passed directly over the Berkeley officers, because during the six seconds the
objects were in view, the lawmen only got a good look the bottom of the objects. According to
the cops, the objects were round, white, and .about nine feet in diameter. In their words the:
"Size of a tire on a heavy earth moving vehicle."
The Air Force's suggested explanation: "It is believed that it might be some form of unusual
weather phenomena." (xx.)
(xx.) Teletype message. Air Force BLUE BOOK Files. Date: 24 March 60.

25 March. Biggs Air Force Base, El Paso, Texas. (3:50a.m.)
Something happened at El Paso, Texas, early in morning of March 25th. APRO headquarters
at Alamogordo, New Mexico, was immediately contacted by an informant in El Paso, who stated
a UFO had maneuvered over the city. More importantly, another informant at Biggs AFB said
a UFO had hovered over the alert facility and had stayed long enough to badly frighten several
individuals, causing a "7-line"·alert. (xx) These details intrigued Coral Lorenzen, but apparently
nothing appeared in the news media since she never referenced any such source. Obtaining data
from the military seemed an unlikely possibility, but Coral did ask on April 201h and the result
was certainly interesting. (See April 201h)
(xx.)

APRO Bulletin. May 1960. p.3.

26 March. Richard Hall prevents a set back.
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NICAP's Richard Hall found out that West Coast crackpot George Adamski had suddenly
turned up in Washington D.C. Any Adamski shenanigans in the Nation's Capital could only
hurt NICAP's efforts to get Congress to take UFOs seriously. Here is how Mr. Hall tells the
story:
"On March 26, 1960, Adamski gave a lecture at the Willard Hotel in Washington D.C.,
which I attended. He had invited a panel of distinguished citizens to participate in a discussion about space travel. Upon investigation, we [NICAP] had learned that the promoters invited the panelists to attend under totally false pretenses. They were told that
'Professor Adamski' was an astronomer from California interested in promoting space
travel, and not told about his claims about frequent liaison with space beings. After being advised about the latter, all seven invited panelists cancelled out.
"Amusingly, the master of ceremonies announced that the CIA or Air Force apparently
had put pressure on the panelists to prevent them from taking part. (No, being informed of
the truth did i!! [Hall])." (xx.)
(xx.)

Hall, Richard H. MUFON UFO Journal. April2001. Number 396. p.21.

27 March. Perry the pizza man is worried.
APRO was not the only group that had doubts about the military returning UFO evidence. Joe
Perry, who photographed an interesting object in the sky over Flint, Michigan, expressed concern
about getting his picture back. When he told the local newspaper about the uncertain status of
the film, he received a letter from NICAP, which said: "From past experience with photographic
evidence, we consider it unlikely that you will ever see your picture again." (xx.)
(xx.)

Flint, Michigan. Journal. 27 March 60.

Perry panics.
Perry told the newspaper that all the FBI told him was that the film was in "proper hands."
The only thing Perry could think of was to go over everyone's head and write the President, requesting assurances the his photos would be returned. (xx.)
(xx.)

Ibid.

29 March. Another letter to President Eisenhower.
Mr. Perry was not only one to complain to the White House. The NICAP New York affiliate
also used this "last resort" appeal. Having reached a stalemate with Maj. Tacker, the New York
group sent a letter to Pennsylvania Avenue. It was asserted that there was a contradiction between an Air Force statement and Federal Aviation Agency documents. The affiliate stated the
AF-FAA problem:
" ... concerns the alleged sighting of an unidentified flying object (UFO) on September
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24, 1959 near Redmond, Oregon. NICAP states that FAA proof ofthe facts of the
ofthe sighting, proofwhich is officially logged FAA evidence, includes: details of
a chase by four AF F-102 jets, a description of the UFO and an AF report oftracking the object by radar for over one hour. These FAA reports were signed by L.E.
Daivs, Chief, Redmond Air Traffic Communication Station, and William F. Zauche,
Jr., Chief, Air Route Traffic Control Center, Seattle. The reports, sent to NICAP,
were accompanied by a confrrming letter from Eugene S. Kropf, Assistant to the
to the Regional Manager, FAA Region 4, Los Angeles. NICAP states that the FAA
reports are at NICAP headquarters in Washington D.C.
''NICAP states that on January 19, 1960, it received the following statement,
which was signed by Major Lawrence J. Tacker, Pentagon Public Information Officer handling UFO information: 'The ATIC account of the sighting fails to reveal
any evidence of radar tracking or any success of the attempted intercept. It is the
ATIC opinion that this object was probably a balloon ... ' (xx.)
(xx.)

Lett~r:

To: President Dwight D. Eisenhower, White House, 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue, Washington, D.C. From: New York Affiliate ofNational Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena, 100 East 21st St. - Apt. 221, Brooklyn
26, New York. Date: 29 March 60. Air Force BLUE BOOK Files.

The Air Force knew about this letter because it ended up in BLUE BOOK files. The Assistant
to the President forwarded it to the Air Force for "appropriate handling." The missive was not
acknowledged by the Commander-in-Chief (An ink stamp says so in the lower left comer after
the letter was processed.) The only way, it seems, to bypass the Air Force was to contact Congressmen directly, but there was no assurance a letter would not be forwarded for "appropriate
handling."
30 March. Near Goolwa, Australia. (11 :30 p.m.)
Object with "portholes?"
According to a story in an Australian newspaper:
"Barry Neil, 18 year old film operator ofGoolwa reported seeing a UFO just out of the
Goo lwa last night.
"He was returning from Pt. Elliot at 11 :30 p.m. when he saw a bright reddish-orange
colored object 250 yards off the road. 'The object had little lights around it like portholes,' he said. It was on the ground but when I drove over to get a closer look it rose
gradually and flew away at a.high speed.' Two young people near Adelaide also saw what
is thought to be the same object. They have drawn a picture of the object." (See drawing)
(xx.)
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(xx.) Goolwa?, Australia. Advertiser. 31 March 1960.
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31 March. "Big Break" foreseen. (See clipping)
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1 April. A. Francis Arcier.

"Solving the UFO mystery."

One way of "solving" the UFO mystery was to pretend in didn't exist. The Air Force refused
to recognize any pattern of significance, give credence to any photo, or take any observer at his
word, etc. etc. That strategy was successful to great degree, but the current high public profile of

the "UFO program" made it impossible to totally ignore the riddle. To achieve the 'non-existence" of UFO problem wasn't something that could not be done overnight. First there was there
was a lot of noise about a ''transfer." (See letter by Air Force scientific advisor A. Francis
Archier to General Dougher on page 55)
2 April. Long Beach, California. (about 9:00p.m.)
V-formation.
According to our source:
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AFCIN-4X1

1 April· 1960

Subject: Transfer of UFO
MEMORANDUM T·9 MAJOR GENERAL DOUGHER
1. · My comments on the tr~nsfer proposed in Colonel Evans' memorandum ·
of 31 March 1960 are as follows.

"

2. I have tried during the last ten years of close association with this
program to get it out of ATIC for most of the reasons given in Colonel
Evans' letter and its attachment. However, I have some additional
comments:.
1

a. This program has a high psychological warfare potential (an example
being the H. G. W~lls "Wa.r of the World·" put on as a radio show by Orson
Wells some years ago). Defense against this is not a function of inte.H.igence.

4~"~oss · presti~~ ~

b. I do not agree that, as stated in paragraph
of
to
UFO program" is a disadvantage. In fact, I have been trying to bring this
about totally.
3. Major Tacker of SAF01 is about to publish a book on UFO. This would
surely destroy the claim of objectivity which the Air Force has m~de.
4. This transfer would certainly ease the 4X3 personnel problem.
5. If a transfer of personnel is involved in this matter I recommend that
Major R. J. Friend or Captain George T. Gregory go with the program;
that is, if they are awaiting reassignment or if they can be spared. A
better alternative might be to have either of these offl'eers named ATIC
repr~entative in an advisory capacity only and upon call. A much bet.t er
&~i ve I and the one I recommend, would be for ~ J. Allen Hynek
to ~~OJ as the scientific advisor on thl~ subject.
.
1

~4@.
A. -FRANCIS ARCIER
AFCIN-4Xl

.
1 Atch
4E ltr 31 Mar 60 , subj Ttans~er
of USAF Aerial Phenomena Program
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"Three young men sighted a V -formation of eight 'round white-lighted objects'
which swept over the city from the south 9:00 p.m. The UFOs changed positions
in formation and disappeared to the northeast after about a minute." (xx.)
(xx.)

UFO Investigator. May 1960. p.4.

6 April. Opa Locka, Florida. (about 5:30p.m.)
Maneuvering around a B-52.

An item in NICAP's Investigator said:
"Norris Cook and several children watched a bright disc-shaped UFO apparently
maneuvering around a B-52 bomber about 5:30p.m. Mr. Cook was interviewed by
NICAP member AI Koblank, who reported that the apparent diameter of the UF'O
was one-fourth to one third the wingspan of the B-52.
"'At first sighting, the UFO was astern of the aircraft .. .it moved to port ofthe aircraft then to dead ahead and then to starboard,' as it circled the plane at a constant
distance of about 400-500 feet. The B-52 and the UFO both disappeared in the disappeared in the distance." (xx.)
(xx.)

UFO Investigator. May 1960. p.4.

6 April. Loogootee, Indiana. (about dusk)
Roughly elliptical in shape.
Another item in NICAP's Investigator tells us:
"A large yellow-red UFO which crossed the highway from north to south ahead of
his car was reported by John V. Hand, a civilian employee (GS-11) of the Navy. Mr.
Hand, an engineering technician, said the UFO traveled slowly, leaving no exhaust
and making no audible sound. The UFO was elongated horizontally and roughly
elliptical in shape. It was seen in a clear sky between dusk and nightfall, and remained visible for 10-15 seconds. The Naval Station reported the sighting to the Air Force."
(xx.)
(xx.) UFO Investigator. July-August. Vol. I, No.lO. p.5.
7 April. ATIC UFO panel meets.
"Redirect the program."
One of the upgrades to BLUE BOOK under Maj. Robert Friend, who replaced Capt. Gregory
in 1959, was occasional informal meetings of ATIC personnel, a "UFO Panel."
The get-togethers were to: " ... review 'troublesome' cases, discern trends, and make
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suggestions for the future." (xx.)
(xx.)

Jacobs, David. The UFO Controversy in America. Indiana University Press:
Bloomington & London, 1975. p.167.

The group consisted ofMaj. Friend; Dr. Hynek, astronomer; L.V. Robinson, public relations
specialist; Theodore J. Hieatt, chaplain; Capt. R. Pritz, physicist; V.J. Handmacher; and Leroy
D. Prigg, psychologist.
A meeting was called on April 7, 1960, during the period of increasing pressure on the Air
Force by numerous Congressmen. At the April gathering, the informal panel agreed that UFOs
had shown no hostile intent after a dozen years and that even the Russians were giving the problem some attention, thus UFOs apparently were not devices of a military character.
Nothing was said about the heat the Air Force was taking from its critics, but its not surprising
The focus of the April 7th meeting was the future of the UFO "program" and its sensitive publiC<
relations difficulties. If the UFO puzzle could be "redirected" elsewhere and any residue folded,
into standard nlilitary operations, the profile of the problem would be lowered to a point where
the Air Force could escape harassment. (See Memorandum for Record on pages 57-58)
(xx.)

Air Force BLUE BOOK Files. 7 April60.

11 April. Hazel Green, Wisconsin. (5:50p.m.) (See clipping below and on page 60)

Dubuque, Iowa
Telegraph-Herald
12 April60
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WU_f?tT:SIHB\1\f?..:..Jht'rY
· ,

\to-,~;:.-en (i~J.;,,Ha~I ·Grfto.. . •. .

she. wed to take .
..
afternoon of ''unidefttlfiecf'flyi"S ·object$." Other memo,
bers of ·tile family who saw the objects ·- re (from .left): , C~anne,.: Mrs. C. W. Curwen, ltai1dy
~ Mn. 1=ern Hil,lar(. ·(Telegraph-Herald · Photo) · ·• ;; ·' · .·, · .. ' '
··
· : · ... .

12 April. Near LaCamp, Louisiana. (9:20p.m.)
"Bounced nine times and then took off again."
The following is a newspaper account supplemented with details from an Air Force
investigation:
"Leesville sheriff's deputies today are continuing an investigation into reports
of a mysterious flying object which reportedly touched the earth near LaCamp
Tuesday night.

"A report filed by Deputy Sheriff Oscar Haymon said the strange unidentified object came whizzing [very fast speed, viewed for about three seconds] through the air
at about 9:20 p.m. Tuesday and landed with an explosion that could be heard 'for
miles.'
"The site of the landing was reported to be about three miles south of LaCamp
and about 25 miles east ofLeesville.
"Haymon said after a preliminary investigation:
" 'The object [Fiery red and about the size of a nickel held at arm's length] was
described to me as being about'eight to12 by eight feet [round disc or sphere].
"'It came from the dark [The object approached from about 10 degrees above the
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horizon on a heading of approximately 165 degrees] and landed about 300 yards from
the Monroe Arnold [The eyewitness, a farmer, was determined to be very reliable]
home. When it hit the ground there was an explosion that could be heard for miles
around [A loud rumbling noise followed by four or five explosions]
"After landing it bounced around on the ground in an easterly direction for about
1,000 feet ['like a stone skipping on water'-at nine different points], then rose and
headed west just above the tree tops.
" 'You could see where it bounced around on the ground,' Haymon continued, 'and
places where it hit the ground it made an impression about the size of a water bucket.
It scorched but did not burn the grass.
" 'It cut the top out of a tree,' the deputy said, 'and, strange as it seems, hit only the
one tree. When it rose it turned west [Was it controlled? -L.E. Gross].
"'Fire, about a foot long, was burning out the rear of the object,' Haymon said.
"The object was not reported to the sheriffs office here until about 4 p.m. Wednesday." (xx.)
(xx.)

Alexandria, Louisiana. Daily Town Talk. 14 April60. Air Force BLUE BOOK
Files. Intelligence Division, 401st TFW, England AFB, La. Report No. IR-2-60.

13 April. Ozma, SETI, the beginning.
The radio search for intelligent life on worlds orbiting other suns would always be a joke to
students of the UFO mystery. Exotic beings were probably not that far away! (See clipping)
~
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'RADIO SIGNALS FROl\f STARS STUDIED
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15 April. BLUE BOOK's UFO panel submits report.
Col. Philip Evans (who withheld critical data on the Biggs AFB case from Coral Lorenzen)
responded to the "UFO panel's" suggestions. (See letter on page 63) One can draw their own
conclusions, but a careful read of Evan's words seem to indicate there was some distance between the Colonel and the panel. The Colonel seems to qualify his enthusiasm about the "scientific potential," as if he was a skeptic or wanted to discourage inquiry. Evans wanted to
simply "get rid of' the program as fast as possible.
16 April. Olean, New York. (11 :20 p.m.)
20-30 circular-shaped bodies. (See clipping)

()lean Man.:(Juiz~¢4:~Y:>Air

Fofce::',Oii:::"liilYJ}Sli~tingsl
.

rThe Air Force iii ·investigating a.
repoJ1 of a fonnatiou of Unidentified Flying Objects sighted
city of Olean by two local residents
Saturday night, April 16 at 11 :20
p.m.
.
Some 20 to 30 circular • shaped
ohjects, dull gray in color,. were
oighted coming out of the southeast
at a fantastic speed and flying in a
northwesterly direction towards
Lake Erie.
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been viewing· some o~ . the star for-

ov;u;e

mations and different planeta short:
Ir !Jefo~e thi-ough. 7x.5o}~~~
Upon · viewing t h ~ l phcn~ .

I

through the · binoct.~lars, . dl~; s9liJ.
,Tu_esday, Aprill9, ili,o Di~
appearing material showed u round of · Opecations, · Ni11ga,a,' F~;t,Aii
gruy-like objects of. different sizes Force Base, Captain Rexioi-d:~
and all k~ping the same speed~ and
con~ 1.&. :BBmo vi& lon&-<11&tance teleph~>ne· and asked several
distance from one auotlu~r. ' ·
queetiona pertalnlne to the •~&hi-·
In describing tliem, . B~rry . and
jng. Captain ·Moore's secret·ary, -Miss'
!\!orris saidthe sizes were compared
Loretta Hzozda, &&ked most o! the
que6tlons ·from an Air Force Techto that of holding a silver-dollar at
nleal Jnfonn.tlon Sheet devoted
arms length; as well as a half~ol·
solely to reporb . of . Unldelitlfled
lar, qua1ter and dim~, sinc.e several
Flyfui ObJeCts:. BaiTy aald betwt"en
30 · and 35 questi~>ns · were· asked
sizes wer~ noticed thi·<?ilgh._t!!~:..Q~
pertaining to the speed, sky con·
oculars., : :
· dillon, amount . of . objerta seen,
color, path followed by the objects
Ther•.~as no sound or any .tYJ!6.
and· 1>ther routine UFO questions.
o£ .1.n1il Ie!t.,Yi the objecl&; The:Cn~·:
One ·qiu!6tlon &&ked Mr. Barry
tiri,c sighting l"ted '~woon '·lo ~ t"o:
was "Do you· have ·any physical ev•

15 ~·· B!ith Dieo .:\riewed:C:the.

ph~.J9m~ · th.tough .tho. binoeul&J8
and both a~re6d as the .hape; (!if~
£~~ '•i~,,_color; <formation. and
s~··!donil ~timated the heighth
of the 'object!!, at between 10,000

to

BII(L15,000 feet.

.

··' ~Th~t)nj;:idenr; wa11 . reported by
Barcy:to~t!le ~iagara Falls Air Force
Base, New York a few minutes af.
ter the sighting. Air Force ofiiciala
gathered the necessary infonnatiooi
for the initial repor:t and submitted '
It to tl1c A1r Tecluucal Intelligence
Center, Wright-Patterson Air Force
~ae., Ohil?, ten minutes after
1t1g the report from Barry.
·. .. ,

reooir·

idence of the siihUng or did you
·t ake · any pictures of the ·objects}'"
The answer, natura-lly, was ''j{o".
The telephone quiz tasted a~J?ut 30
Irunutes. ·· · · ·
,1
Following the tel<>phoni com•er.AAi.ion with Barry, All· Force of!i·
t ials at Niagara Falls A.' F. B. con·
t&cted Mrs. Waltei- Gross, official
weather obBerver in Olean for the
U. S. Weather Bureau ·or Buffalo,
regarding Wl'al.lier .conditions. The
weather at · 1~ midnight, accocdiD&
to Mrs. Gro»; waa·u folle>W.: ·Tem:

·

perat11re,.. ~<!12' ~-. vltlbillty

zoodtand',:~·;out-.ol

tlle··Nonb

at · 1· 'mpl;iiO'i~'.;,'A.."L·V.J,·, : o:·• • .:~ci<-~}·
,r.-· .'rhe Ali•F,:>rce''WilheonUnu• · Ita
inve.tltleatioft"an¢ try to d~e
wh&t· the : object.l . w~.
QLJ:.AN '

.. •

NEWS
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18 April. Near? Big Pine, California. (about 3:40am.)

' •
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"Holy God: What was that!"
According to our source:
"On the morning of April 18th, 1960, we, my bass player and my accordion player,
were driving up to Reno, Nevada, where we were to start an engagement that evening
at a club.
"About three a.m. we stopped for breakfast in Big Pine, Cali£ About three-thirty
we were back on the road, and at 20 minutes to four, I saw a BIG SAUCER[emphasis
in this text is the letter writer's]coming out ofthe high Sierras range (I was in the center, my bass man was driving, and the accordion man was at my right). The saucer
was obscure while over the top of the car, but I followed it as I turned to the right. My
according man said to me: 'Holy God: What was that!' I said to him:'Frank, my boy,
you have just seen a flying saucer.'
"I can describe it, after much discussion among my accordion player and myself,
that the saucer was at LEAST as big as a full city block. It had two rows of windows,
which showed up black on an orange field. I liken it to a Christmas tree ornament.
There was no sound other than our car. There was no visible exhaust. Just a silent
flying something, to which my pal said: 'If it wasn't a plane, I sure hope it's ours,
whatever it may be.'
"I then retraced the flight of this saucer. It came out of the mountains at an altitude
of about 12,000 feet, for Mt. Whitney is about 14,000 feet plus. The flight across our
vision was three or four seconds. We were the only ones on the road. It was still dark,
and the orange color of this craft stood out brightly. We did not see any motion other
than the straight flight movement. It did not slow down or speed up. The course of
flight was from our left to right ... " ( xx.)
(xx.)

Dick Drake. Reseda, California. Fate. "I Saw a Flying Saucer." July 1961.
FS-20. pp.59-60.

18 April. AFR 200-2 clarified?
On April 18th Coral Lorenzen adopted a more conciliatory position:
"Dear Sir: Your letter of 5 April 1960 with AFR 200-2 inclosed serves to clarify a
point of confusion on our part. We were not aware that the new regulation (of September 1959) differed so much from the old where public relations policies are concerned.
The differences are reassuring indeed and we shall take immediate steps to establish
liaison with ATIC with the aim of submitting our physical evidence for examination.
It is noted that contact with any other persons or organizations that may have factual
data on a UFO or can offer corroborating evidence is recommended under Paragraph
5d and that direct communication with us by ATIC can be authorized under Paragraph
6a.
"Carbon copies of communications to ATIC from office will be currently forwarded
to you if you if you so request." (xx.)
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(xx.)

AFRO Bulletin. May 1960. p.3.

At the end ofher April 18th letter, Coral added something that would have unforeseen consequences:
"Consider this letter also as a formal request for release of information in conformance with AFR 200-2, Paragraph 8-specifically the details of a UFO incident at Biggs AFB, El Paso, Texas, which prompted a 7-line alert on the morning
ofMarch 25, 1960 and the conclusions of ATIC concerning this incident." (xx.)
(xx.)

AFRO Bulletin. May 1960. p.3.

19 April. Conrad, Montana. (about 5:45p.m.)
"At times hovering at low altitude."
According to NICAP files:
"A young farmer spotted an oblong UFO about 5:45p.m. while driving his tractor
in a field, when the sudden glare of reflected sunlight from the UFO caused him to
look up. David Doheny, described by the local newspaper as 'sober and industrious,'
said the strange silent UFO circled around slowly, at times hovering at low altitude.
The editor of the local Independent-Observer, who said he too had seen some strange
UFOs, talked to Doheny and then advised him to report the sighting to the local Air
Force base." (xx.)
(xx.)

NICAP Special Bulletin. May 1960. p.4.

19 April. Fending off Congress.
The 19m was a busy day for Maj. Tacker. He was required to draft letters to Senators Keating,
Magnuson, and Henry M. Jackson, answering charges brought by NICAP concerning the RedMond, Oregon, case of September 24, 1959. (See example on page 66) Would he soon be receiving inquries about Coral Lorenzen's "physical evidence?" He was in a spot without any of
the material to examine. APRO could make all kinds of claims and he could do nothing about it.
The New Mexico group was already making a splash in the press by proclaiming it had "indisputable proof ofUFOs."
19 April. Cincinnati, Ohio.
Stringfield: Write your Congressman.
Leonard H. Stringfield, still active in UFO logy after he wrote his book Saucer Post 3-0 Blue in
1957, convened a meeting ofthe Cincinnati UFO Society at the Hotel Alms. It was the first time
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in two years the group had met. Fifty people were present, including Jack Smith, Science Reporter for the Cincinnati Enquirer, who took notes. A story appeared in the Sunday edition of
the Enquirer:

"UFO SOCIETY TO PROTEST 'CENSORSHIP' OF INFORMATION ON
'SI GHTINGS '"
"Officers of the Cincinnati UFO (Unidentified Flying Objects) Society urged
its members last week to write to Congressmen asking an investigation of the Air
Force's seeming 'censorship' of information on UFOs.
"Leonard H. Stringfield, president, described a 'sighting' of an object over
North Cincinnati about two weeks ago [April5 1h?] that 'hovered' about 45 minutes.
He added that sightings reported to him have dropped off: but that those which
were reported have been 'very superior.'" (xx.)
(xx.)

Cincinnati, Ohio. Cincinnati Enquirer. 24 April 60.

20 April. Coral Lorenzen write to the military again.
On the 20th of April, Coral sent a letter to the military pertaining to the supposed UFO hardware, another missive of the ongoing exchange of views concerning the handling of physical
evidence. (See letter on page 68)
22? April. Lambert Field, St. Louis, Missouri. (night)
Objects fly over police cars--only round bottoms observed. (See military documents on pages
69-70)
25 April. Plymouth, New Hampshire. (about 9:00p.m.)
Cigar-shaped UFO.
A NICAP report states:
"Former Selectman Arnold W. Spencer reported seeing a bright cigar-shaped
UFO with blunted ends, hovering in the eastern sky about 9:00p.m. Then it sud-

denly moved off to the south at high speed, lighting up tree branches as it passed,
disappearing in about 30 seconds.
"The UFO was dark scarlet in color and had bands or streamers of pulsating
light running vertically through the body. It was sharply defmed." (xx.)
(xx.)

N/CAP Special Bulletin. May 1960. p.4. These reports in NICAP's publication's "Recent Sightings" sections were being cut out and inserted into
BLUE BOOK Files under the designation: "Information Only."

. 68
• •

•

1

..

·•

TEU?.PHONit

HE 7-9251

(t,ia.f fYJ:"n~~.,;..~f.. (9~3a.rU.~on

. ·; l?

.

.

ALAMOGORDO; NEW MEXICO

/7

20 April 1960
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Air Technical Intelligence Center
to/right-Patterson Air Foree Base

Ohio
Gentlemen:

I a~ writing you in reference to some residual material ~~ich was
recovered from a UFO which exploded and burned at Ubatuba Beach, Erazil ,
• dU!"ing .Scpt.ember 1957. I believe Major Tack has fort.;arded our initi~l
correspondence concerning the matter.

A :niSU.!lderstantlinfl r.onct:rning AFR 200·2 which l'70
arily has noH·

ent~rtaj.n~d t~or

be~n

rlispelled and we are ready to work out. a basis for
C00!) ~~ration.
He '!lll •· ~1closing the current is~ue of our Bulletin 'l."~ch
gives an accotmt of l .h ~ T'batuba incident in generl!l terms. A technir:al
report cf a very t .l' •)l"<> ugh nature is baing prepared by Dr. 90
s.
•.,Te
will forward a c op;,· l:.fl your office when it is finished i f you wish.
This should f~bl1 }":J•l with enchigh background to mable you to decide
l'rhat more can be d >r1a :i.n the way of analysis. !-'<ay ~e have yottr" cor.u::ents
and/or suggestions?
·

In addition to ths tlbatuba mg;· .we have· some· residual mate.rial which was
left Ur!.bedded in a ~ i gnbcard in New Raven 3 Connecticut in .195~ ~·then I!
UFO penetrated H. ,oJ'a3 this incident wvestigated bY Aud (as ATIC
able to obtain S•11M of the material fot" P.Xamination? If not. ~rould
you like soMe of ours?

CEL
cc:

Hajor Tacker
Washington, D.
'

c.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED. STATES

AIR

FORCE

WASHINGTON
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF
12TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVII!STIOATIONI
CHANUTE AIR FORCE BAlE, ILLINOII .

RE PLY TO
J.'l'Tif OJ' :

BOBJI!ICT;

To:

Dir, Spee: Inns, Hq USA7, Wash

25,

D.

c.

1.

Bdlu:m is made to letter, subject aa above, dated 25 loBrcll 196o,
our :tt I.ollis Detacllmen:t to Hq, Military Air Tranii}Xlrt ·s ervice, Scott ,
Air Force »a.e, IlJ..iDoia, a cow ot -which vas turnished your D:l.rector-

bT

ata..

·

2. M1.J..tt.ro;r .ur ~rt Service forwarded the fol..lo;dDg information
b:y '.I.'WX 1D a.ccordance with AFR 200-2, Paragraph 15:

'"UFO: a. {1) lKlJJ(D {2) SIZE OF TIRE OK HEAVY EARTH MJVml VEBI
..Al'flWJUMm:Y BiliB 7EE'.r I.lf DIAMETER (3) WI~ (I+) '.mRKE OBJEC'lS
(5) "'Dr ~. Bliil' ELEMBlf'l' (6) OBJEC'lS FLEW OVER CI'IT l?OLICB
CAll JD .atiLl' :BOT1'0M3 WERE OBSERVED, ROOHD AND APPEARED FLA!I! .AS .
S!IQIK
(7) BQIB (8) liONB (9) NONE. b. (1) BRIGHT LIGHT AP.PSARE.D
. OVEil .lmfJl::! .IJlEA OF L4.HBERT FIKLD, MISSOORif LAS'l'INl .A:BOO'.r TWO SECONIB
BEPtiB& ~ THRKB OBJEC'.lS WERE SIGHTED. (2J DIRECTLY OVERHEAD A'1
.IIIJJ:1ft 5 - 10,000 FE:E'T (3) 5-101 000 FEET SW TRAVELil'IG 'IQ NE VISIBLE
. 1I'Cll ~ 6 fmCOliiS.
(4) DIRECT NE LEVEL FLIGR'.r (5) INSUNTANEOOSLY
BErm O'f!:BCA81' (6) SIX S~ONI'S c. (l) GROOND VISUAL (2) A CHEX:K
wn'H OEI!&AfiONS OWICER, CAn ROBERT S. BROMAN, AO 929931, DE:.r 6,
RADAB. 1!ICMl SQ AT 4300 GOODFELI..OW', S'r. LOOIS, ID, REI'OR~ Nm.A!riVE
B1GBT'IJil.· A CHECK fJ1 LOOS BY MR. CLARK WCKER1 RADAR WATCH SUPERVISal Y.Al, IJJ4BER1' n:ELD, ST. LOOI.S, MISSOORI, RlrfflALED NIDATIVB
REPORr. (3) Htn APPLICABLB d. (1) o8oo/2'4. WlU (2) HIGHT. e. (1)
ONE aas:mvER WAS P.ABICED IB CAR. GARFIELD AVENUE BE'l'WEEN AIR PORl'

ROAD AID lS':r S'mEE'l' (BERKEI..EY) ST. LOOI.S, MISSOURI (SOOTH SIDE OF .
~FIELD) (2) SECORD OBSERVER WAS PARKED IN CAR 0.1'1 NOR'.I.'H SIDE
OF I.AMD:BT FIELD~ BROWN AND COUNTY DAr ROAD (BERKELEY) ST. LOOIS,
. MISSI*IRL. !. (l) S/SGT BRY.AH·
NER, 34 YEARS OLD, 6628 'lEJRS'IQN,

ngsnx a, MISSOORI 1 A MEMBER OF

=

BERKELEY :roLICE FORCE, FORMER

liA.VI .&Ill FORCE PILOT AND HAD
MII:rmrT. ~ . (2) OFFICER BOBB
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TIIE T.3RE3 OBJEC'IB GOHIG NORTHEAST".

g. (:L) RELATIVELY CLEAR.

:

(

(2) 'WDiiS - SURFACE 1 3ll 'DmREES, 8 KNOTS 1 6ooo .FEET, 330 DIDREES,
24 KNO'IS, 5X)OO FEET, 310 DmREES, 49 KNOTS. (3) CEIJ...IOO. AT 0155,
10,000 SCA!rXERED

AND

mrJm CLOUD COVER.

HIGH BROKEN.

(4) VISIBILIT! 10 MILES, NINE

(5) SAMB .AS FOUR (4).

(6)

NO~.

(7)

mmn

ONE J"JroRRES. h. NOHB. 1·. COB'.IROL TOWER AT I..AMBERT FIELD, RE- .
PORTKD 110 AIRCRAFT IN AREA AT TIME. !oC DONNELL AIR~,· .ST.
LOOIS., MISSOUIU, REl'OR'mD NO .AIBCRAF.r :tN .AREA AT. 'l'IMB. j. NONE.
lt. ~ :OL JOHB E. RHODE, CRIEr INTELLIGENCE, "fr.S/PLANS, BR MMS, ·
s.c:::= .DS, n.LINOIS. T.HB IDENTITY aF THE OBJECm CAN NOT. BE
If. §WI Bn BY THIS HQ, BU'.r IT IS BELIEVED '!HAT IT f.IIGHT BE SOME
FOmf fll'"lmlSUAL WRA'I'ffER PHENOME:NA."

,.j

UNCLASSIFIED

2
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25 April. Roanoke, Virginia. Newsman Bob Price's 1948 sighting.
A big help to NICAP and APRO is that UFO experiences were so wide spread. People
in every part of society were "seeing things." For example, it did not take much to get
reporter Bob Price of the Roanoke World News to listen to UFO stories. In late April,
Price picked up the phone and heard an excited voice. Price wrote about it the next day:
"'I don't want to sound silly,' the woman said, 'but I saw an object in the
sky.'
"She was calling the newspaper to report sighting the thing and made it clear
that she didn't want to be put out on a ridiculous-type limb." (xx.)
(xx.)

Roanoke, Virigina. World-News. 25 April 60.

The woman's plea triggered a memory in Price's mind:

"Lady, I know what you mean. I saw the same thing in 1948 and dutifully reported it to the police, fire department, National Guard, the Air Force recruiter,
several scoutmasters and anyone else who would stand still long enough to listen.
"Months later, the people who weren't still laughing were muttering 'pore feller'
when even I pas.s ed by." (xx.)
(xx.)

Ibid.

Price told his story again the neXt day in the World-News:
"The one I saw in '48 was circular and hovered about 150 feet above the ground.
I was close enough to hit it with a BB gun.
"A fellow with me saw it too, but you can't get him to say he did. As soon as we
spotted it he closed his eyes and whispered over and over: 'Huh-uh. I don't see anything. There's nothing there.' He was the skittish type.
"There was a field of greenish-blue and orange light--or frre-around it. After a
few moments of remaining stationary, it took off across the countryside. I swear it."
(xx.)

Ibid.

27? April. Portales, New Mexico. (no time)
Suddenly shot off.
A item in the Roswell paper said:
"A mysterious object has been sighted in the sky at Portales. Gordon Greaves,
editor of The Portales News-Tribune writes: "C.C. Langford called our attention
to a mysterious object high in the northern sky .. .It appeared to the unaided eye
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to be a balloon, but while he was watching it, it suddenly shot offto the north
and disappeared. We got a glimpse of it before this. It appeared to tumbling, or
turning in the same place while we watched. We asked the Cannon Air Force
Base ifthey could supply any information about it, but haven't received any
word sofar. Flying Saucers? We haven't heard too much about saucers lately.'
(xx.)
(xx.)

Roswell, New Mexico. Record. 27 April60.

27 April. Near Slagelse, Denmark. (3:00a.m.)
Four dwarfs emerged?
This case could be very interesting if can be proved it was published before the famous
Barney and Betty Hill incident occurred.
"Whilst passing the Byldenholme Estate, 11 Km south of Slagelse on the road
to Neestvad, travelling at 60 mph, Mr. N [name deleted] felt a strange sensation of
being watched. After leaving the wood surrounding the main building, he saw an
intensely shining white circle approaching at high speed from 20 degrees in the
southwest. After 3-4 seconds the circle stopped close to the car, the motor of which
lost power and the lights went out. Mr. N stopped on the right hand side of the road
six meters from the object, which resembled two bowls face-to-face, with a board
shining band approximately [a?]round the centre, with a smaller stripe on top. It was
nine meters wide and six meters high. On the top was a small superstructure, underneath it were three luminous spots. As the craft hovered at three meters, three legs
and a cylindrical tube descended from the underpart. From a square opening in this
tube emerged four dwarfs, 90 centimeters tall, which moved towards the car with
slow, graceful movements, like frogmen walking on the bottom ofthe sea. Their
faces were human-looking but flattened, their mouths moved soundlessly. They
were dressed in green, shining costumes, on the front of which were three dark
vertical stripes. As the beings approached the car, a thick cable slid out of the bottom of the machine towards it, stopping two meters from the right window. The
cable ended in a square screen, in which a round, luminous lens was visible. The
four beings surrounded the car, two at the left door. In their hands they each had an
instrument like a slender lantern which they placed on the car several times. During
this time there was a humming sound like a high-voltage equipment. The beings,
cable and landing legs all returned to the craft which took off very fast to the southwest." (xx.)
(xx.)

Magonia # 2 (Incorporating MUFOB 51) Winter 1979/80. Case 935. p.ll.
Magonia references the following: Saucers Space & Science 58, p.3. -SUFOI
Reporter 4; Report from Denmark 1, 5 -UFO Nyt 1967 No.1. (I have none of
the non-Magonia sources therefore cannot suggest a date when this story first
appeared in print-L.E. Gross)
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28 April. West Thorton, New Hampshlre. (about 9:30p.m.)
"Like a huge candle standing on end."
NICAP printed the following:
"On April281h a ... cigar-shaped UFO was sighted by a West Thronton, New Hampshire, woman about 9:30p.m. The bright red object looked 'like a huge candle or log
standind on end, pointed or tapered toward the top.' It rose quickly, casting a bright
light on the ground, and moved off to the west." (xx.)
'

(xx.)

NICAP Special Bulletin May 1960. p.4.

May. "One Step Beyond" and "Science Fiction Theatre."
The May issue of the UFO Newsletter, edited by Lee Munsick, had a rather good commentary
on the UFO subject as it was treated on TV and on the comic page.

Television:
"Two widely-distributed half-hour television shows are gaining considerable
popularity in the United States. One is relatively new, and the other has been
running under the name 'Alcoa Presents,' sponsored by the Aluminum Company
of America. Actually, it is called 'One Step Beyond' summing up its attitude and
contents. To date the series, the brain-child of actor-host John Newland, producer
Collier Young, and writer Larry Marcus, has concentrated on extra-sensory perception of various types, including precognition, possession, clairvoyance, etc.
Through its excellent dramatization of actual historical cases, the program is
gaining popularity as a dramatic show, and a source of excellent subject matter
as well. One of the first programs was a new telling of the Titanic disaster (and
psychic explosion) built around a bride's premonition and others plus the now
familiar tale 'Futility' written years before, about the [ocean liner] Titan, which
was an accurate foretelling.
"Producer Collier Young tells us that the company is 'seriously considering a

program in the general field of flying objects.' It appears in the east on Tuesday
nights at 10 p.m. EDST on ABC Television.
"The second program has been running with immense success for several years,
following the pattern of its sister programs produced by ZIV Television Programs
of Hollywood (i.e. "I Led Three Lives,' "Highway Patrol,' 'Sea Hunt'). This show,
no longer in production, is 'Science Fiction Theatre.'
"A discussion with producer Ivan Tors ofZIV disclosed at least six episodes
dealing with flying saucers:
"1. BEYOND (saucer sighting by jet pilot)
"2. YORD (communication from a space-ship)
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"3. AN HOUR OF NIGHTMARE (saucers and little men in Mex:ico)*
"4. POSTCARD FROM BARCELONA (space-station)
"5. ARE WE INVADED? (saucer investigation)
"6. BREAKTHROUGH (first moon-rocket followed by saucer)
"While actually science fiction presented as such, much of the material incorporated into these stories comes from actual UFO cases, easily recognizable by well
versed UFOlogists." (xx.)
(xx.)

UFO Newsletter #13 May 1960. Ed: Lee Munsick, Morristown, N. J. p.27.

Cartoon strips:
"Most UFO followers have been aware of the tremendous amount of published
humor dealing with saucers, little men, etc. A major east coast newspaper recently
ran three different and unconnected cartoons dealing with saucers on the same day,
plus a fourth item, a column.
"But interestingly enough, two strips which were dealing with saucers on a
fictionalized-fact basis suddenly ran into trouble. The United Feature Syndicate
cartoon strip 'Twin Earths,' drawn by Alden MeWilliams, for instance, ran a typical
jet interceptor 'run' on a saucer in several panels last May [1959]. In a personal interview with UFO Newsletter, artist Me Williams revealed a deep personal interest
in UFOs as fact, although 'Twin Earths' is run as science fiction. He even suggested
a plan whereby the strip would contain a regular feature incorporating an end-panel
dramatizing a true UFO case each week. But United Feature, part ofUnited Press,
vetoed the idea. Oddly enough, after the initial interest expressed by Me Williams in
1958, both his personal replies and that strip ceased, although a different story is
running in some other newspapers.
"A similar fate befell another daily strip, this one ' Sam Hill,' distributed by Consolidated News Features. Jack Sparling, the strip's creator, had a 'meteor' sighted
near Louisiana. Suddenly the meteor did a tight 90-degree turn, shot downward toward the ground, and came to rest amid a great flash in the swamps. Detectivescientist-investigator Sam Hill was called in by jittery Air Force officers along with
several other scientists from as many countries to look into the case, which ran in the
papers for three weeks, at the end of which, amid radiatioll, fire, mystery, and other
hazards in the swamps, the entire party was apparently wiped out, including the hero.
'Sam Hill,' person and cartoon, ground to a sudden, ignominious, untimely halt,
another casualty to the saucers. Sparling had, according to newspaper sources, decided to end the strip for 'personal reasons,' but the reasons, and why he utilized the
UFO device, went unexplained. Sparling himself refuses to reply to inquiries." (xx.)
(xx.)

p.3.

*I haven't seen that episqde. I'm a bit curious about it-L.E. Gross.
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Replies to Coral Lorenzen from the Air Force.
The letters Coral wrote that were dated April 18th and April 20th were sent to ATIC in Ohio.
Replies to her letters were made through Maj. Tacker at the Pentagon since it was official policy to have only the Pentagon PIO communicate with the public. Col. Philip G. Evans, Deputy
for Science and Components, ATIC, provided the answers to the APRO director's questions
which were transmitted to Maj. Tacker, who then forwarded Evans' fmdings to Coral. An un,.
dated document dealing with Coral's April 18th letter titled: "Activity of Aerial Phenomena
Research Organization," is shown on page 76. It is very important to note that Col. Evans pro~
vided an ''unclassified" version of the Biggs case.
Coral's April 20th letter to A TIC resulted in another reply from Col. Evans via Tacker.
Evans' letter read:·
"Reference attached letter with enclosed current issue of APRO Bulletin to
ATIC from Mrs. Coral Lorenzen of the Aerial Phenomena Research Organization, dated 20 April1960.
"ATIC is interested in any physical evidence or data which will assist in
determining the cause for a UFO sighting. It is suggested that APRO be requested to forward a sample of the material and the technical report concerning the Ubatuba Beach case to ATIC. The names and specific qualifications
of the persons involved in the analysis should accompany the report.
"A search of reference material in the AMC technical library failed to reveal the name of Mr. Ibrahim Sued, Dr. Olavo T. Fontes, or any the persons
mentioned in the article on the incident carried in the APRO Bulletin.
"For your information, the details ofthe Ubatuba Beach sighting closely
parallel the circumstances of a case which took place near Maury Island,
Washington 21 June 1947. This case is discussed on page #31 of the book
The Coming of the Saucers, by Kenneth Arnold and Ray Palmer. The Air
Force conclusion is that the Maury Island case was probably a hoax.
"ATIC files reveal no record of the New Haven, Connecticut case referenced in the APRO letter. This case is approximately seven years old and
any information which could be derived at this late date would be relatively
unreliable and probably quite useless." (xx.)
(xx.)

Memo: To: SAFOI-3d (Maj. Tacker). From: Col. Philip G. Evans, Deputy
for Sciences and Components. Subject: Aerial Phenomena Research
Organization (Mrs. Coral Lorenzen) Date: 4 May 60. Air Force BLUE
BOOK Files.

Col. Evans knew something about the UFO subject since he picked up on the similarity
with the Maury Island case, but his ignorance about Dr. Fontes and the New Haven case
is unforgivable considering the responsibilities of his position (This assumes, of course,
that he had no other motives for displaying an apparent lack of knowledg-e, and its we will
see, there may be reasons for some "funny" business when it comes to relating data).
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? May. Maj. Tacker forwards Col. Evans' remarks to Coral.
Since Coral's letters of Aprill8 1h and April201h were so close in time, Maj. Tacker
sent just one letter back to the APRO director with "all the answers." Tacker's letter was
probably sent in early May. Coral gives no date in the account she published in the APRO
Bulletin and it is assumed she quoted the missive completely and accurately.
Here is Tacker's reply as printed in the May 1960 issue ofthe APRO Bulletin:
"Dear Mrs. Lorenzen:
"This is to acknowledge your letters of 18 and 20 April 1960 addressed to this
office and Aerospace Technical Intelligence Center respectively.
"On 25 March 1960, at 1050Z (0350 local), three airmen standing guard duty
on the ramp at Biggs Air Force Base sight an unidentified flying object. The witnesses described the object as glowing blue-white, approximately the size of a
half-dollar held at ann's length, round, and moving at very high speed. The witnesses all agree that the object left no trail, but did make a sound like a child's
top with holes. The object was reported as moving generally from WSW to ENE
and was in sight approximately four seconds. The authorities at Biggs conducted
an investigation in accordance with AFR 200-2, but were unable to determine the
cause. Analysis of all available information points toward this object being abolide. The early hour which the sighting took place is probably why there were no
other witnesses to the incident.
"The Aerospace Technical Intelligence Center is interested in any physical evidence or data which will assist in determining the cause of a UFO sighting. Therefore, will you please forward a sample of the material and technical report concering the Ubatuba Beach case to ATIC for analysis and/or evaluation. Names and
specific qualifications of persons involved should accompany the report.
"A search of reference material in the AMC technical library failed to reveal
the name ofMr. Ibrahim Sued, Dr. Olavo T. Fontes, or any of the persons mentioned in the article on the incident carried in the APRO Bulletin.
"ATIC files reveal no record of the New Haven, Connecticut case referenced in
your letter. This case is approximately seven years old and any information which
could be derived at this late date would not be reliable. However, I would suggest
that you forward the residual material for this case to ATIC and ask them to analyze it.
"Sincerely, Lawrence J. Tacker." (xx.)
(xx.) APRO Bulletin. May 1960. p.3.
Coral was not happy with Tacker's letter. The item of contention was the interpretation of the description of the Biggs object. From what her sources stated, a meteor had to
be ruled out. Coral informed her readers she dared not entrust her Unbatuba fragments to
the U.S. Air Force:
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"It is obvious at this time that the Air Force wants those fragments. There is
no doubt, also, that they would fmd some way of burying their fmdings or fmding some way to clutter up the evidence with extraneous comments and evaluations which would tend to discredit or cast doubt upon the conclusions ofDr.
Fontes and the APRO staff." (xx.)

(xx.)

APRO Bulletin. May 1960. p.J.

Coral's concerns may not have been unfounded. We have documents (two already
quoted) that were unavailable to her at the time and they tend to confirm her suspicions.
First of all, you may note that Col. Evans wrote that the New Haven material was:" ...
probably quite useless." Tacker omitted that remark and urged Coral to send any New
H~ven samples to ATIC, so Coral was right, Tacker really wanted physical evidence. In
regards to the Ubatuba fragments, Tacker wrote:" ... will you please forward a sample."
But the most serious sin was not Tacker's. The blame rests on Col. Evans, or his
superiors, as the case may be. It has been stated that Col. Evans supplied Tacker with an

'\lnclassified" account of the Biggs incident. · As luck has it, the "classified" (original
uncensored) text about what occurred the morning of March 25th at the Texas air base is
in BLUE BOOK files. It has been typed up for better reading. (See below)
"THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS SUBMIITED. (1) UFO, ROUND. (2)
TWO OBSERVERS WHO SAW UFO PASS WITHIN EIGHT FEET (Emphasis
in this text is by own-L.E. Gross) OF PARKED B-52 ESTIMATED SIZE COMPARED TO HALF DOLLAR HELD AT ARMS LENGTH. ONE (1) OBSERVER
WHO SAW UFO AT ALMOST SAME TIME BUT AT A POINT OVER HIS
HEAD WITH NO PHYSICAL REFERENCE POINT ESTIMATED SIZE AS
THAT OF BASKETBALL HELD AT ARMS LENGTH. (3) ALL OBSERVERS
DESCRIBED COLOR AS GLOWING BLUISH WHITE. (4) ONE (1) UFO. (5)
NOT APPLICABLE. (6) NO DISCERNIBLE FREATURES OR DETAILS ruST
GLOWING LIGHT. (7) NO TRAIL, TRAIL OR EXHAUST. (8) OBSERVER
STATED UFO SOUNDED LIKE WHIRLING CHILDS TOP WITH HOLES IN
THE SIDE OF AN OBJECT MOVING VERY FAST THROUGH THE AIR. (9)
NO UNUSUAL FEATURES. REFERENCE PARA 15b OF CITED REGULA-
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TION: (1) OBSERVEDS FIRST HEARD SOUND. (2) ELEVATION WHEN FIRST
OBSERVED: OBSERVER# l; TWENTY (20) DEGREES. OBSERVER #2:
FORTY (40) DEGREES. OBSERVER #3; SEVENTY-FIVE (75) DEGREES.
AZIMUTH: OBSERVER# 1 FORTY-FIVE (45) DEGREES. OBSERVER #2 FIFTY
(50) DEGREES. OBSERVER #3; NINETY (90) DEGREES. (4) OBSERVER #1;
UFO DESCENDING AT TEN (10) DEGREE ANGLE, PASSED OVER FUSELAGE

OF PARKED B-52 (WITHIN EIGHT (8) FEET) AND STARTED CLIMBING AT APPROXIMATELY THIRTY-FIVE (35) ANGLE. OBSERVER #2; LEVEL FLIGHT
PASSING OVER WITHIN EIGHT (8) FEET OF PARKED B-52. OBSERVER #3
LEVEL FLIGHT WHEN FIRST OBSERVED, THEN STARTED CLIMBING AT

APPROXIMATELY TWENTY (20) DEGREES. ALL OBSERVERS STATED UFO
DISAPPEARED ALMOST INSTANTANEOUSLY. OBSERVER #3 STATED UFO
SEEMED TO DISAPPEAR TO FADING IN DISTANCE. (6) UFO VISIBLE TO
OBSERVER #1; FOUR (4) SECONDS. OBSERVER #2 TWO (2) OR THREE (3)
SECONDS. OBSERVER #3; SIX (6) TO EIGHT (8) SECONDS. REFERENCE
PARA 15c OF CITED REGULATION. (1) GROUND-VISUAL. (2) NO OPTICAL
AIDS UNTILIZED. (3) N/A. REFERENCE PARA 15d OF CITED REGULATION.
(1) ZULU TIME-DATE GROUP (251050). (2) NIGHf. REFRENCE PARA 15e OF

CITED REGULATION. OBSERVERS AND UFO LOCATED AT: AKERT AIRCRAFT AREA BIGGS AFB TEX: 31 51N, 106 24W. REFERENCE PARA 15fOF
CITED REGULATION. (1) N/A. (2) OBSERVER #1: STOUT, JOHN G., AIRMAN
TIURD CLASS, AF 18575648. OBSERVER #2: ELAM, JAMES, AIRMAN THIRD
CLASS, AF 18575648. OBSERVER #3; EICHERT, KENNETH L., AIRMAN THIRD,
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AF 15611474, ALL PERSONNEL ASSIGNED 95TH COMBAT DEFENSE SQUADRON, BIGGS AFB TEX. DUTY: SENTRIES. OBSEVERS CONSIDERED RELIABLE BY SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL. REFERENCE 15g OF CITED REGULATION. (1) ALL OBSERVERS DESCRIBED WEATHER AS HIGH OVERCAST
WITH EXCELENT VISIBILITY. (2) WINDS: SURFACE -340/6. 6000-020/10 10,000

-310/05 16000-360/15 20000 -220/LES THAN 05 KNOTS. 30000-030/15 50000270/50 60000 -280/45. (3) CEILING: IDGH CIRUS (HEIGHT UNDETERMINED)
(4) VISIBILITY: TWENTY (20) MILES. (5) AMOUNT OF CLOUD COVER; 10/10
NO THUNDERSTORMS IN THE AREA (7) TEMPERATURE; FIFTY -ONE
(51) DEGREES FAHRENHEIT. _REFERENCE PARA 15h, 15I, 15j; NONE. REFERENCE PARA 15k OF CITED REGULATION. CAPTAIN LAWRENCE A
SMITH, COMMANDER 95TH COMBAT DEFENSE SQUADRON. THE TNFORMATION RECEIVED FROM WITNESSES APPEARS TO BE RESONABL Y
RELIABLE AND THE UNEXPLAINED INCIDENTS APPARENTLY OCCURRED SUBSTANTIALLY AS REPORTED, ALTHOUGH POSITIVE EVIDENCE
IS LACKING AT TillS TIME. WEATHER CONDITIONS COUPLED WITH
THE APPARENT LACK OF AIRCRAFT, MISSILE OR BALLOON ACTIVITY,
TENDS TO SUBSTANTIATE THE STATEMENTS OF THE OBSERVERS.
THE INVESTIGATING OFFICER WAS PRESENT AT THE SCENE OF THE
SIGHTING WITHIN A MATTER OF A FEW MINUTES OF THE INCIDENT
AND PERSONNALL Y OBSERVED THE CONDITIONS. NONE OF THE
UFOS [There were other sightings. Read further-L.E. Gross] WERE OBSERVED
BY THE INVESTIGATING OFFICER. REFERENCE PARA 151 OF CITED
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REGULATION. NONE. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: LT COLONEL
BYROM KING, PROVOST MARSHAL AT WHITE SANDS MISSILE RANGE
WAS CONTACTED AND REPORTED THAT NOTHING HAD BEEN OBSERVED IN THE AREA AND FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
ANY INTELLIGENCE IN THE AREA HAD NO REPORT OF ANY UNUSUAL
INCIDENTS. HOLLOMA.. t\FB NEW MEXICO REPORTED THAT THEY DID
NOT HAVE ANY AIRCRAFT IN THE AIR AT THE TIME. THE ARMY REPORTED THAT THEY DID NOT HAVE ANY AIRCRAFT OR MlSSLES IN THE

AIR AT THE TIME. RADAR DIVISION OF THE SIGNAL MISSLE SUPPORT
AGENCY AT WIDTE SANDS DID NOT HAVE THEIR RADAR WORKING
PRIOR TO 0530 HOURS. CAPTAIN W.J. CESSNER, 1900TH AACS SQUADRON.
BIGGS AFB TEXAS WAS CONTACTED AND REPORTED THAT THEIR
TOWER PERSONNEL HAD NOT OBSERVED ANYTHING UNUSUAL. MR.
J.V. VINYARD, SENIOR CONTROLLER FOR ( ... not clear) DURING THIS
SHIFT, WAS CONTACTED AND REPORTED THAT NO UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS
HAD BEEN OBSERVED. ADDITIONAL SIGHTINGS: TWO (2) ADDITIONAL
SIGHTINGS WERE REPORTED BY TWO (2) INDIVIDUALS IN THE SAME
IMMEDIATE AREA WITHIN ONE (1) HOUR SUBSEQUENT TO THE ORIGINAL
SIGHTINGS. HOWEVER, INTENSIVE INTERROGATION OF THE INDIVIDUALS INDICATED THAT THE INFORMATION WAS VAGUE AND PROBABLY
THE RESULT OF NERVOUS TENSION. AT 1225Z 25 MARCH 1960 SEVEN (7)
INDIVIDUALS, TWO (2) OF WHICH WERE THE ORIGINAL OBSERVERS
STATED THEY HEARD A SOUND VERY SIMILAR TO THAT HEARD AT THE
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TIME OF THE ORIGINAL SIGHTINGS BUT NO UFO WAS OBSERVED. HOWEVER NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION COULD BE DEVELOPED TO IDENTIFY THE SOURCE OF TillS SOUND." (xx.)
(xx.)

Teletype message. From: COMDR 95 BIGGS AFB TEX. To: ENT AFB
COLORADO, 13rd ADIV (ADC) OKLA CITY AF STATION, ATIC WRIGHT
PATTERSON AFB OillO, HQ USAF (AFCIN) WASH 25 D.C., and SAFIS
WASH 25 D.C. Air Force BLUE BOOK Files. The "cited regulation" referred to is the one Col. Tacker and Coral Lorenzen were discussing: 200-2. A
handy source giving details of AF Regulations, AF Technical Information Sheets,
Communication instructions, and Press releases, is Col. Tacker's book Flying
Saucers and the US. Air Force, D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc., 1960.

As one can see, critical parts of the text went unreported by Col. Evans: "size of a
basketball at arm's length" (pretty big for a meteor miles away), "passed over fuselage
within eight feet" (could two people be that far off~n making an estimate!), and that
two ofthe witnesses said the object "started climbing.'' None ofthese words helped the
·meteor explanation. One might add that the names of the witnesses were omitted also,
therefore Coral's "spy" on base could not question them. It's ironic that right in the
middle ~fa debate between Coral and Tacker over the Air Force releasing findings to
the public, the military "played her for a sucker."
The FBI and APRO.
One might wonder why the Lorenzens suddenly announced they were giving up their
jobs at Holloman Air Base, New Mexico, and moving to Tucson, Arizona. Coral never
gave a reason in any of her writings but it may be assumed her husband received a job
offer he couldn't refuse. Or, it may have something to do with security officials showing
an interest in her 201 personal file. Coral did say:
"An agent [Ray Kissiah] in Alamogordo who had known her since she began
to get considerable newspaper publicity in 1956, called her less than a week prior
to her move to Tucson, questioned her about APRO, its membership, etc., saying
he was 'personally interested. Why this personal interest 'now."' (xx.)
(xx.)

Patton, Frank. "The 'APRO' Story." Flying Saucers. FS-19. May 1961.
Ed.: Ray Palmer. p.45.

4 May. Sarasota, Florida. (about 9:15p.m.)
"Square lighted windows."
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According to our source:
"ArchitectS. B. Parker, Jr., sighted a yellow elliptical (or blunt cigar-shaped) UFO
about 9:15p.m. Four apertures, like square lighted windows, were visible along the
side. Faint vertical bands of light were also noted. The UFO moved out of sight in a
southerly direction at tree-top level within seconds." (xx.)

(xx.)

Air Force BLUE BOOK Files. ''No Case (Information Only) 4 May 1960. Sarasota,
Florida.

4 May. Bedford, Massachusetts. (about 9: 15 p.m. EDT)

Dark red sphere.
A NICAP report states:
"A dark red spherical UFO was observed in the eastern sky about 9:15 p.m. (EDT)
by Charles S. Oates, chief technician at Charles Hayden Planetarium in Boston, and
his wife. The sphere was sighted shortly after Oates saw two bright white lights appear
and disappear quickly, one after the other, in the same area of the sky. The UFO appeared at an elevation of about 50 degrees in the east, near the constellation Bootes. It
pulsated from red to white to red. While Oates tried to call other members of the
Planetarium staff, his wife watched the object, which vanished suddenly after about
five minutes." (xx.)

(xx.) UFO Investigator. Vol. I, No.lO. July-August 1960. p.5.
The Brazilian flap of 1960.
Dr. Willy Smith observed:
"The flap was centered largely in the State of Ceara, one ofthe most backward regions of Brazil. The information about these cases comes from press
reports, which do not contain too many details. Perhaps none of them were
investigated in depth, and indeed none of them were outstanding enough to
earn a niche in the literature. For instance, none of them are mentioned in
The UFO Evidence and only one is listed in Vallee's Magonia Catalog, a
clear indication ofthe local character of the flap. Nevertli_eless, the fact remains that a flap existed and, interestingly enough, it was'certainly not triggered by the press coverage of an exceptional case occurring during that period." (xx.)

(xx.)

Smith, Dr. Willy. "UFOlogy in Uruquay and Brazil." MUFON 1987
International UFO Symposium Proceedings. Washington D.C. June 26,
27 & 28. p.lOO.
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6 May. Vila Ezio, Sao Paulo, Brazil. (9:00p.m.)
Rocket-shaped UFO.
According to our source: " ... a giant luminous rocket-shaped UFO streaked through the
skies over Vila Ezio, Sao Paulo. It was spotted at 9:00p.m. remaining in sight for three
minutes." (xx.)
(xx.) · Fontes, Dr. Olavo T. "Brazil Under UFO Survey." Flying Saucer Review.
March-April1961. Vol. 7, No.2. p.10
6 May. Apiai, Sao Paulo, Brazil. (no time)
"Like giant rocket."
According to our source:" ... the same [see above] (or a similar) craft crossed over
Apiai, Sao Paulo, moving at high speed. It was sighted for three minutes [not a meteor?]
and looked like a giant rocket." (xx.)
(xx.)

Ibid.

7 May. Ovando, Montana. (no time)
Sphere hovering over road.
NICAP reported:
"Gerald Kincel, a former naval air gunner, and his uncle sighted a large orange
spherical UFO hovering just above the highway while driving on Route 20. After
about 30 seconds, the object suddenly took off and sped out of sight in about two
seconds." (xx.)

(xx.)

UFO Investigator. July-August t'960. Vol.I, No. 10. p.5.

9 May. ?Ottawa, Canada. (about 2:15a.m.)
"I am employed by the National Defense Department."
A letter to BLUE BOOK states:
"On Monday May 9, at approximately 2:15A.M. while driving along the Ottawa
River (East bound) I observed the following:
"A light in the sky (Which I first thought to be an aircraft landing light) was approaching from the east towards Rackliffe airport. My attention was frrst drawn to

the light when it suddenly made a short spurt sideways, then continued on, then re-
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reating this movement. I stopped the car and myself along with a member of the
[Canadian?] air force who was a passenger in my car got out and stood on the street
to watch it. When this object carne closer it passed behind a cloud and when it did
the light made a halo around the object. There was o sound at all and we stood there
watching it until it disappeared out of sight. The light from the object was brighter
than a star and the most remarkable thing about the object was the way it would dart
sideways as it continued its course. The following morning I asked the control tower
if any aircraft had been in the air at that time and I was told that there was not. I further checked with our local airlines and they also said that no flights had been in the
vicinity. I spoke to one of our officers and he advised me to contact your office. I am
employed by the National Defense Department, R.C.A.F. Rockliffe (Department of
Construction and Engineering) and I am quite familiar with aircraft and their movements and I am sure that the object in question was not an aircraft.
"Having read considerable news reports about strange objects in the sky I have always been rather sceptical about such reports. If any explanation can be given for
this sighting I would appreciate hearing from you at your convenience.
"I am including a rough drawing [See page 86] of just what course the object took
and the appearance which may be of interest to you.
"May I thank you in advance for any information you can give me in regards to
this object." (xx.)
(xx.)

Letter: To: ATIC. From: ( ... deleted) Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. Date: 14
May 60. Air Force BLUE BOOK Files.

9 May. U-2 ruins things.
Keyhoe had planned the release of his latest book, together with a press conference,
early in the month, but it was postponed for various reasons. Keyhoe felt it best to shift
things to May 161h. However, there was a mix-up and copies began to appear in bookstores, so Keyhoe rushed to move the official release and press conference to the 9th.
Unfortunately, the Gary Powers U-2 "spy plane" story broke on the 8th, the day before.
The spy plane uproar jammed the newswires. Keyhoe had little choice but to re-schedule
everything for the 16th. At lease the secret U-2 aircraft, a minor UFO mystery itself, was
now solved and made known to the public.
11 May. Near Paracuru (coastal city), State of Ceara, Brazil. (night)
Two discs.
According to our source: " ... on the night ofMay 11, two discs-shaped objects were
spotted over a deserted beach near Paracuru, State of Ceara." (xx.)
(xx.)

Fontes, Dr. T. "Brazil Under UFO Survey." Flying Saucer Review.
March-April1961. Vol. 7, No.2. p.10.

12 May. Gargalheira-Acari, State ofRio Grande do Norte, Brazil. (night)
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Glowing sphere with halo.
According to our source:" ... a glowing spherical object, encircled by a luminous halo
several times its size, was seen over Garga1heira-Acari, State of Rio Grande do Norte. It
was perfectly motionless when frrst seen, but it moved away two minutes later at high
speed, toward the east." (xx.)
(xx.) APRO Bulletin. July 1960. p.3.
13 May. The huge Brazilian UFO flap ofthe 13th.

Dr. Fontes tells the story:
"In the north-east of Brazil the evening ofMay 13 it was crisp and hot, the sky was
clear and cloudless and the visibility perfect. That night strange aerial objects were
observed from at least 33 towns scattered over an area which covered the surface of
at least six Brazilian States. Sighting reports came from the following places:
"State of Cera-Acarau. Campos, Sales, Caninde, Cedro, Choro, Crateus
Farias Brito, Fortaleza (capital), leo, Iguatu, Jucas,
Morada Nova, Mombaca, Paracuru, Quixada, Quixeramobim, Redencao, Russas and Solonopolis.
"State of Rio Grande do Norte--Currais Novos, Macaiba, Nova Cruz and
Paralhas.
"State ofPernambuco--Cabrobo, Petrolins and Salgueiro.
"State ofParaiba--Cajazeiras and Picui,
"State of Bahia-Juazeiro and Bonfim.
"State ofPiaui--Ceiras.
"State of Maranhao-Sao Joao dos Patos.
"The events which took place in the north-east on the evening of may 13-between
6 p.m. and 8 p.m.-were centered on the most backward part of my country. In this region of small farmers, of cotton and sugar-cane cultures, famous for its hard, dry climatic conditions, with people faithful to customs and manners which in part go back
more two centuries to the times of the Portuguese colonization--here we would not expect to fmd people suddenly obsessed by flying saucers. Yet, a wave ofUFOs spread
over the whole region that night. The State of Ceara was the chief target, with more
than 20 sighings scattered all over its territory, involving thousands of witnesses. The
more outstanding reports are presented below in essential detail
"Quixada, 6:30 p.m.
"Raquel de Quero, a well-known Brazilian writer, novelist and columnist, was at her
farm near the town ofQuixada. The time was 6:30p.m., just after sunset. There was a
cloudless sky and the moon had not yet appeared. Mrs. Queiroz was talking with her
Aunt Arcelina, in the dining room when her husband called her from the outside. She

heard several shouts and ran toward the porch. He was there with several workers and
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everybody was looking at the sky. Here is Mrs. Queiroz report about the event, transcribed verbatim:
" 'To the north, almost northwest, about 45 degrees above the horizon line, a light
was glowing like a big star perhaps less bright than Vesper. That light was orange, and
was encircled by a kind of halo, a luminous and misty halo, which looked like a transparent, illuminated cloud, circular in shape and several times the size of the full moon.
" 'And that light with its gaseous-appearing halo was moving toward the east along
a horizontal trajectory, sometimes at incredible speed, sometimes very slowly; at times
it was strong and elongated, like those stars of Christmas pictures; or it was seen to
fade, almost disappearing-reduced to a great, cloudy luminous ball. And those
changes in size and luminous intensity came in sequence, according to the movements
of the object in its capricious approach. But it never left its horizontal path. And so it
moved through the sky for ten minutes or more. After moving around a good quarter
of the total horizon circle, always to the east, the object was in the northeast when it
abruptly changed course-toward the north-and suddenly disappeared like a lamp
turned out.
" 'We waited for a few moments, to see if it was coming back. It did not appear
again. Then we ran to the clock. The time was 6:45p.m.
" 'There were more than twenty people with us, gathered on the grounds around
the house, and everyone saw what we had seen. Workers arriving next morning, living at places just a few miles away from my farm, told us the same story. Some of
them said it was not the frrst time they had watched that same luminous body moving
across the skies. They told us about four other sightings. They said the light had
come closer in those other observations, and was bigger in size .... ' ( 0 Cruzeiro
Magazine, June 4).
"Meanwhile, at almost the same time, the Mayor ofRedencao, Dr. Jose Alberto
Mendonca, spotted a similar object over his farm, about 50 miles to the north of
Quixada. This UFO was going toward the east.
"Sedencao, 6:55 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
"This sighting was witnessed by hundreds of persons and reported to the press by
the county judge, Dr. Antonio Carlos Costa:
" 'When we left the church that night, we spotted a nebula of great size and oval in
shape, hovering over the town and emitting a strong glow. Measuring about six feet
from one extremity to the other (angular size), that strange cloud-like thing had a kind
of bright circumference at the center and was absolutely motionless. It had come from
the south-west, as I was told later by those who first saw it. In a few moments all the
residents in the town were watching the phenomenon. Then it started to move again.
When it reached the zenith, the glowing nebula began to climb up along a vertical trajectory. Its brightness diminished gradually but the luminous nucleus changed its
shape and increased in size-to disappear about four minutes later.'
"This UFO was approaching from the north ... According to Dr. Costa's report, the
phenomenon had been observed also from Acarape (impressing Father Antonio Crisostomo, the local priest), Guaiuba, Barreira and Choro.
"At 7:00p.m. another (or the same) luminous object was sighted in the sky over the
area around Redencao, and also over that town. It was first seen about 45 degrees
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above the northern horizon line, travelling from west to the east. It looked like a first
magnitude star, surrounded by a gaseous-appearing luminosity like small circular
cloud.
"Crateus, 6:00 and 7:00p.m.
"At 6:00p.m., a strange luminous body appeared over the town, causing panic and
hysteria among the population. The object was round-shaped, emitting a greenish
glow and moving at high speed. There was no information about its trajectory ...
"At 7:00p.m., a luminous red object looking like a huge star was spotted in the
western sky. It was travelling along a south-north trajectory at high speed, emitting an incandescent glow. It disappeared into the northern horizon. The sighting was witnessed by a number of observers from the town ...
"Quixeramobin and lguatu, 7:00p.m.
"At Quixeramobim, a strange circular cloud crossed the skies over the town
moving at high speed. It was seen by a number of observers. They described it
as having a kind ofluminous focus at the center. After travelling a large distance
in just a few seconds, the object disappeared suddenly.
"At that same moment, in lguatu, a strange luminous smear was seen in the sky,
moving from the west to the east, at very low speed. As it approached to town, it
became evident that an object was inside the smear, glowing with a very intense
blue light. Dozens of persons witnessed the sighting, including businessman
Horacio Fernandez, the first observer to spot the strange object in the sky ....
"Another luminous object was seen over lguatu, that same night, moving at high
speed. This second UFO was sighted by a number of citizens as it crossed the skies
over the town, travelling from north to south. Travelers arriving at the town during
the next few days reported the sighting of a similar object (or objects) over the
towns oflco, Solonopolis and Cedro.
"The towns of Jucas and Carius, in the same general area oflguatu, were also
visited by round-shaped UFOs, flying at high speed and emitting an intense greenish
light. The southern zone of Ceara State was included in this visitation. Similar objects were sighted from the town of Farias Brito. According to the press, hundreds of
persons witnessed the sightings [sic], which caused reactions of fear and panic among
the observers. No information was released concerning time of sighting and trajectory
ofthe UFOs involved.
"Campos Sales, 6:30p.m.: The Great Cloud Cigar. Cajazeiras, 7:00p.m.
"At this town, located to the west ofFarias Brito, the whole population watched a
strange UFO coming from the west at high speed. It was sighted for 12 minutes and
disappeared toward the east. It looked like a huge cigar-shaped object, about three
feet long and one foot wide (angular size). The tips were opaque and smoky, but there
was a bright light at the center.
"A half hour later, at 7:00p.m., a luminous object was spotted in the northern sky
by a number of observers at Cajazeiras, State ofParaiba. The strange phenomenon
was shaped like a globe of some sort, huge in size, which was traveling from the west
to the east along a horizontal course. It crossed over the town and then stopped in
mid-air. It hovered at that position for a few minutes, and suddenly was gone into the
darkness. A sergeant-telegraphist from the Military Police, State ofParaiba, was one

90
of the witnesses ...
" ... at Parelhas, State of Rio Grande do Norte, where another UFO was sighted the
same night. The Campos Sales sighting was important because the UFO was obviously one of the great cloud cigars. The details involved suggest that the ovoid or roundshaped cloudy objects sighted from other places might be similar craft, flying in a
tilted position, seen from a different perspective." (xx.)
(xx.)

Fontes, Dr. Olavo T. "Brazil Under UFO Survey." Flying Saucer Review.
March-April1961. Vol.7 No.2. pp.12-14

13 May. More sightings:
"According to the investigation made by Mayor Fernandez, ... [a] UFO was sighted that night [the 13th] over Juazeiro; also over Oeiras, far to the north-west, in the
State ofPiaui; also over Bonfim, State ofBahia-far to the south. According to
travelers arriving at Petrolina during the following few days ... [these sightings were]
made at 6:35 p.m....
"Let us see ... [Luis Augusto Fernandez's] report about the events on the night
ofMay 13:
"'At 7:00p.m. a strange luminous object was sighted in the skies ofPetrolina by
dozens of witnesses. Gliding silently through the sky, the UFO came from the north
(or north-west) and was first about 10 degrees above the horizon. It was moving toward the north-east, at slow speed. It looked like a bright star encircled by a whitish
mist (or cloud), which was almost circular in shape-having several other luminous
points around it, not so bright. As that luminous mist approached the town it increased gradually in size, to become larger than the full moon. Then, when it was about
45 degrees to the north-east, it suddenly stopped in mid-air. The nebulous envelope
vanished-leaving only the luminous points, which also began to lose their luminosity and fmally disappeared into the darkness. The star-like nucleus remained in
sight for a few minutes more, then it was gone, just like a light that has been turned
out. The phenomenon lasted for 12 minutes. The sky was clear and cloudless, and
the visibility was perfect. The glow around the UFO didn't make any reflectionand this, together with the lack of noise, caused a vivid impression on all the observers. Incidentally, this was the fourth time that the passage of mysterious objects
over Petrolina had been observed this year .... '
"The Petrolina observation was reported in the press, which also carried reports
about the sighting of similar objects, that same night, over Salgueiro and Cabrobo,
State of Pernambuco.
"At 7:45 p.m. (May 13), while a flying disc was exploring the area ofParacuru,
another one was hovering quietly over the other limits ofFortaleza. It was spotted
by a military jet plane from Fortaleza Air Force Base. The pilot, Captain Frota,
tried to intercept the UFO, but the 'unknown' moved away in an evasive maneuver,
at supersonic speed, and was gone in just a few seconds. The incident was secret by
the authorities. It was not reported by the press. I obtained the information from a
confidential source.
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"At 8:00 p.m., a disc-shaped luminous object crossed the skies over Mombaca,
Ceara. It appeared in the northern sky and was traveling from west to east. It seemed to be relatively small in size and was encircled by an eerie greenish glow. The
phenomenon was watched by a large number of persons, including responsible citizens--Dr. Antonio Sisnando, Militao de Souza, Eduardo Evangelista, and many
others .... "
" ... [a] greenish-luminous 'sphere' ... approached Acarau along a west-east trajectory,
at 7:30 p.m.... [a] second ... UFO ... came from.the north, at 7:00p.m., hovered above
the sea in front of that same town for half a minute, then changed course and went
away toward the south-east..." (xx.)
(xx.)

Fontes, Dr. Olavo T. "The UFO Survey ofBrazil-Part II." Flying Saucer
Review. May-June 1961. Vol. 7, No. 3. pp.IS-17.

"At 6:40p.m., the people ofNova Cruz, RGN, were startled by the sighting of a
small white. Luminous globe of light hovering over the town. After remaining motionless for several minutes, the white torch of light moved suddenly on a zigzag
course and went away at high speed toward the East.
"At 8:00p.m., a disc-shaped object was spotted in the sky around Sao Joao dos
Patos, Maranhao. It was dark-gray in color in color, with a kind of cupola on topencircled by a red glow. It was traveling silently toward the East, remaining in sight
for several minutes before fmally disappearing into the horizon." (xx.)
(xx.)

Fontes, Dr. Olavo T. "Orthoteny In Brazil." APRO Bulletin. November 1960

p.5.
Still more Brazilian May 13th sightings:
"The town of Acarau is located at the extreme north of Ceara State. At 7:00
p.m., a strange green luminous sphere was observed in the northern sky. It approached at slow speed, hovered above the sea in front of the town for about 30
seconds, then moved away to the Southeast (Rio deJaneiro 0 Globo ), May 17)
Half an hour later, at exactly 7:30p.m., a strange red glowing object approached
the town from the west. As it came closer, it looked like a bright point of light
(starlike), at the center, enveloped in a kind of opaque halo. It passed over the sea,

in front of the town, then stopped abruptly in mid-air. After remaining perfectly
motionless for about 60 seconds, the object moved away to the east and disappeared (Fortaleza 0 Povo, May 14). The sighting was witnessed by hundreds of observers from the town and surrounding areas ....
"At 6:30 p.m., a farmer named Pedro Alves dos Santos was driving a herd of
donkeys toward Paracuru along a dark road, with another member of his family.
There was a starlit sky with no clouds. They were close to a small village called
Taboleiro de Nazare, about 18 kilometers to the west ofParacuru (not shown on
maps), when their attention was attracted to a strange phenomenon. There was a
huge round-shaped craft silently following their caravan. It was a gray object with
a bright blue light on top, flying very low. No sound came from it. It was a fright-

I
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spectacle, that 'thing' following the caravan along the deserted road. The strange
hunter tracked the group for about 20 minutes. Pedro reported the incident to the
press: 'I was traveling along the road, spotted that strange-looking "airplane" with
no wings, round in shape and appearing to be motionless in mid-air-watching us.
At the end, it suddenly climbed up at tremendous speed and was gone,' he said
Fortaleza Gazeta de Noticias, May 24: Salvador A Trade, May 25).
"Meanwhile, at that same moment, a fishing boat with three people aboard was
moving through the quiet sea, far from the coast. The sky was clear and cloudless,
anything moving across the sky should be spotted easily from a large distance. Suddenly the attention of the fishermen was called to strange-looking dark object that
was coming down on the boat, out of nowhere. It stopped at 300 feet above the boat
and became motionless, emitting a strong blue glow which illuminated the boat.
There was no sound. It hovered over the frightened fishermen for about 3 minutes,
then moved away toward Paracuru." (xx.)
(xx.)

Fontes, Dr. Olavo T. "Orthoteny In Brazil." APRO Bulletin. September
1960. p.S.

Something that may be related to the activity in Brazil was this item in the American
publication Notice to Mariners:
Caribbean Sea. "Celestial Phenomena." . (9:30a.m. GMT)
"A cooperating observer reported the following:
"At 0930 G.M.T. May 13, 1960 in latitude 17 degrees 50 minutes North, 76 degrees15 minutes West, two large bright unidentified objects were observed. They
appeared bearing 70 degrees, altitude 40 degrees. Both were bright white in color
with long smoky luminous trails. One was 2 degrees higher than the other and appeared to rise sharply to the right and disappeared. The other continued on a course
of West by South, gradually fading until 0945 G.M.T. when it disappeared completely at an altitude of30 degrees bearing 75 degrees. The latter object was observed to
have a quick flashing red light 1 degree directly below it throughout this period.
"Weather partly cloudy with good visibility, wind East force 2, barometer 30.01
inches, air temperature 81 degrees Fahrenheit, Sea temperature 81 degrees Fahrenheit." (xx.)
(xx.)

Notice to Mariners. 25 June 60.

Further Fontes data for the 13th:
"At exactly 7:00p.m., more than one hundred excited citizens at Paracuru watched the appearance of a strange disc-shaped craft over the town. Flying about 600 feet
above the ground, at low speed, the noiseless object maneuvered over the town's main
part in several directions. Once it even stopped in midair close to the town's church-
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in a strange tilted position. It was oval-shaped, almost circular, about 60 feet indiameter, and showed a smooth, polished dark-gray surface., There was a strong bluish
light on top of it. After maneuvering over the town for a long time, the disc-shaped
object fmally moved away at high speed and disappeared. (Fortaleza Gaeta de
Noticias, May 24; Rio de Janeiro A Noticia, 0 Jornal, Ultima Hora, 0 Globo etc.,
May 25); Sao Paulo Folha de Sao Paulo, Utima Hora, etc., May 25). This sighting
caused fear, panic and hysteria among the residents ofParacuru and the surrounding
area ... " (xx.)
(xx.)

APRO Bulletin. September 1960. p.5.

13 May. Apparently the U.S. Air Force kept good records about its missile launches,
but can we be sure about its UFO files? (See letters on pages 94-95) (xx.)
(xx.) Air Force BLUE BOOK Files.
14 May. Paracuru, Brazil. (4:00a.m.)
"Two beings of human appearance."
According to Brazilian newspapers:
" ... a fisherman, Raimundo Ursulino dos Santos, was leaving his residence to go
to town about eight kilometers away. He spotted two disc-shaped objects on a sandy
hill of a nearby beach. The strange machines were aluminum in color, and as heapproached the beach, Raimundo sighted two beings of human appearance outside the
airships, talking with each other. They were small and very pallid. One of them was
dressed in a blue suit and there was a kind of translucent glass-like helmet on their
heads. Then one of them saw Raimundo who had stopped, not believing what he was
seeing. The fisherman was too frightened to obey. He turned back and ran away as
rapidly as possible, yelling for help. When he came back with other men, they found
only the marks on the sand at the places the two discs had landed. (Fortaleza Gazeta
de Noticias, May 24; Salvador A Tarde, May 25) (xx.)
(xx.) APRO Bulletin. September 1960. p.5.
14 May. Mount Gambier, Australia. (about 6:50p.m.)
Red light 10 feet across.
Our source states:
" ... Mount Gambier police investigated a report that a 'brilliant red light 10 feet in

94

Science Park
Boston• 14, Massachusetts

Telepho~~: Rlthmond 2-1410 .: :.

.

· ·~

. ·.
.\

April 16, 1962

.

R. Hart
Publicinformation Division
Office of the Secretary
Department of
the Air Force
Wash1ngton, 1 D.C.

r.~~rl

Dear Sir:
Ygur office has been very helpful in the past and so I
wonder if you could anslTer this question for me: were any
missiles or rockata l~unched down the Atlantic Missile Range
past B!ilz:u Q.n Ha;r 13, 1960, be~ueeii--6:30 and 7:30 p~m.
Brazil time·1 · '
I am trying to accov.nt for a flurry of UFO s1ght1ngs
that occurred in NE Brazil at that time.
r.rany thanks •

I

1

lerj•

• • . HI

trul~·

yours,

95

· A e~clc o£ the fil.ea £or 1.3 ~ l96o....t. re-nal..e one TITJJl waile waa
fired d.cnau-ange at 2l.W • .· Nofiii&lCourse Would poallli~- bl"inZ, it ~Within'
Bight or :Brasll u it attained IJUfficient altitude. Unrort'l.m&ta:cy, lie

h41.ve no information on courae &ltitudea •

.TheN)fU AruJther shot on the same da1 that pnaODt.a a poee1bU1tn

A mia.Ue was find at 2015Z and contact waa loet arter about 400 mil.ea.
The upe~tad; range wa5 ·~,000 mi.lea,. but we have no knowledge o! wbert it
e.n4~ ·it•'· fl.ights.
Altheu&lr we receive a number o! Br.uillm sighting reporta,
1'1lea contain none for lJ Mq 1960.

om'

Sincere~,

C• R- HAli'l'
Major, US.A1
Pictorial ~h

Public In!onnation Division
0!!1c• or Information

----.......

~
Mwseuza o£ Science

Scienc• Park _
Boston:·l4, ·MisS~·

SAFOI-.Jb :.:. ··comeback: s ,
SAFOI-l - Reading

~ ... . l :.

.. .

~

. \:

I
·f

96
diameter' had kept pace with a car traveling towards the Victorian border. Mr. E.
Lewis, who made the report, said he was traveling with his wife and three children
when, at about 6:50p.m., the object appeared and stayed in front of his vehicle
for fifteen miles. Constables B. Wright and A. Hartshorn later made a search of
the area, but without success." (xx.)
(xx.)

Hervey, Michael. UFOs Over The Southern Hemisphere. New Century Press
Pty. Ltd.: Sydney, Australia, 2000. p.l39.

14 May. Military Newspaper.
"Seemingly reliable?"
An article in the Army-Navy-Air Force Register & Defense Times said:

"Flying saucers are in again. Reports from Alaska and from Dubuque, Iowa,
have once more set Air Force authorities to investigate.
"Between Nome and St. Michael 'silvery objects' were reported flashing by at
at a 'tremendous clip' at an altitude of from 2,000 to 3,000 feet. Other reports
were conflicting, 'low and slow.'
"The Dubuque report noted that three 'silver saucer-shaped objects' had flown
above the Mississippi River, at a 20,000 foot altitude. It was alleged that photographs had been taken of the objects.
"Frederick M. Philips, associate editor of Air Force, sums up these latest saucer
sightings without comment other than that the sources were 'seemingly reliable. '"
(xx.)
(x:x.) Washington D.C. Army-Navy-Air Force Register & Times. 14 May 60
14 May. Vincennes, Indiana. (9:05p.m.)
A bright copper green.

Anewspaper report states:
"An unidentified flying object that appeared to be half the size of the moon was
sighted by Louis Blevins, 1710 Washington avenue, at about 9:05p.m. Saturday
night. The object glowed a bright copper green, made almost a full circle arc at
relatively slow speed and then descended straight toward the ground at a highly accelerated rate, Mr. Blevins, a scientist at Universal Scientific said.
"Mr. Blevins discarded the idea that the object might have been a meteor, because
of the odd trajectory it traced across the sky.
"The object seemed to be straight out Eighth Street in relation to where Eighth
joins Washington avenue at the Union Depot. The Sun-Commercial would be

97

pleased to receive calls Monday from other persons who might have observed the
phenomenon." (xx.)
(xx.)

Vincennes, Indiana. Sun-Commercial. 15 May 60.

16 May. Dave Garroway show.

Things fmally went Donald Keyhoe's way. Before, when he was a guest on "panel debate talk
shows," it was a tough battle to getting heard or even to be treated with some respect. On May
16th Keyhoe appeared on Dave Garroway's popular network program and this time it was different. An article in a NICAP Special Bulletin told the story:
''Dr. Donald Menzel, harshest skeptic ofUFO reports, has admitted that he
failed to get all the factual evidence before debunking important sightings.
"In a discussion with NICAP's director, on the Garroway program of May
16, the head of Harvard Observatory conceded that he did not have the detailed
AF reports when he labeled many UFOs as mirages and illusions. He said he
found the AF would have muzzled him if they gave him the cases. Before this
interview, Menzel had publicly scoffed at charges of AF censorship.
"During the TV interview, it was also revealed that the chief AF consultant
on UFOs, noted astronomer Dr. J. Allen Hynek, had labeled Menzel's UFO
explanations as 'not a serious treatise.' Anyone looking for a serious study,
stated Dr. Hynek, would be disappointed.
"In 1958, a high AF official wrote Rep. Carl Vinson that Dave Garroway
had agreed to help put the UFO story in 'proper perspective,' obviously implying aid in debunking the subject. But during a moment off camera, Garroway
told Menzel that he was one ofthe 'believers.' In addition, one ofGarroway's
staff said they had no knowledge of any promise to help debunk UFOs." (xx.)

(xx.)

NICAP Special Bulletin. May 1960. p.t:

Menzel, used to getting most of the airtime along with Air Force representatives with the approval of the show producers, found himself in the unfamiliar role of underdog. The Harvard
pn>:fwssor wus u poor sporl a bout :t .

u~ -felt <>on>.pelle d to n->ention hi!'! !'!etback in

private corres-

pondence:
"My appearance on 'Today' [name ofTV program] did not go too well. Mr. Keyhoe hogged the show and I had difficulty getting a word in edgewise. I felt rather disgusted about the whole thing; especially since Dave Garroway himself turned out to
be a 'believer' and joined with Mr. Keyhoe in attacking me." (xx.)
(xx.)

Letter: To: ( ... deleted) Boulder, Colorado. From: Dr. Donald Menzel. Date: 14
June 60. Air Force BLUE BOOK Files.
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no other details." ( xx.)
(xx.)

Air Intelligence Information Report, by Captain Thomas M. Conrow.
Hq lOth Air Division (Def) Date ofReport: 21 June 1960. Air Force
BLUE BOOK Files.

Additional information:
"At the time of the sightings, the weather was described as clear. ( ... deleted) and ( ... deleted) stated a breeze of about 15 miles per hour was blowing and that the object was headed pretty much into the wind. The object
came from approximately 50 degrees true and ascended on a heading of approximately 215 degrees true. It was last seen almost due south of Dillingham over the village ofEkuk." (xx.)
(xx.)
=

Ibid.

Curious, Sorensen sought out the witnesses he had seen on the ground and found out
they were local natives. Using the services of an interpreter, he learned that the natives
had viewed the UFO for about an hour, in fact it had even hovered for a time over the
villages of Clarks Point and Ekuk before ascending rapidly and moving out of sight. One
account was so interesting Sorensen formerly reported the incident to authorities. Here is
the account:

"Mr.( ... deleted) saw the object at close range. He is a deaf-mute native
and communicated his sighting to his brother, Ed. The following account was
given by Ed, speaking for his brother. 'Jim was in the yard ofthe ( ... deleted)
house when he saw the object flying along the ridge. He noticed that it created
considerable suction, in fact, enough to pick up two empty five-gallon cans
and swirl them in the air below the object. He was alarmed because some very
small children were playing in the area and he was afraid that they' would be
sucked up. The object passed about fifty to one hundred feet from him and just
cleared electrical wires, estimated to be about twelve feet from the ground. App.u-e ntly, the

-

-

-

C£U'\Q

ure r e C<>r:r~d hotn.

OnQ ";dQ of thQ

rtdg~

On

whieh the

hou~e~

stand to the other, a distance of possibly one hundred yards. The object passed
between the houses, dipped slightly into the ravine and ascended at an extremely high rate of speed. As it ascended, it whirled dead grass from the meadow
high into the air after it. ' ( ... deleted) drew a picture of the object and described
it as follows: it was quite round with a projection on the ends at the center line.
Whether this was ' fore and aft' or ·a flange all the way around could not be determined. There was a red band around the object between the projections. On
the boom were two appendages which moved in an undulating motion (the motion was described with arm movements). Also, in the center bottom was a half-
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Flying Saucers and the
U. S. Air Force
~
By LJ. Col. Latllre,&e /. Ta&ker. If you prefer authority
to hysteria, this "saucer" book is for you! It's a frank,

fully documented report from those allegedly "top
secret" .Air Force ti.les by a USAF officer (active) who

knows whereof he writes, about all those mysterious
·saucer sightings, their silly-season exploitation, and

their sober-season explanations.

$3.50

'.)

D. VAN NOSTRAND COMPANY, INC.
Princeton, New Jersey
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Treetop height.
An English paper published:

"Mrs. Vera Bowden was out picnicking with her younger son Nigel and his friend
Paul Foster, when they saw an elliptical gray shape hovering at treetop height over
Broadwater Lake three kilometers away. The object was watched for about 20 minutes before it receded into the west." (xx.)
(xx.)

Chinthurst Hill?. England. New Daily. 27 May 60.

25 May. Pizza pie man is sabotaged?
Joe Perry was warned he wouldn't get his UFO photo back. Well he did- after writing
the President, but he was an angry man because he felt he was sabotaged. (See clipping)

y'fiig··saucer .Photo Arn't
By Charle5 Mano5
StoU W,il.,

'thi ng to his flying saucer,lsecond
Joe claims.
moon .

!

nigh'.

of

the

full

GRAN D BLANC, May 2S" IT AIN'T what it used to
"It"s not the sa.~e ," he ~~ld
Joe Perry, the talented pizza ' be Since they got ·their dejectedly. The fl)mg
p t
hands on it" said Joe who saucer has faded . · . . someen agon
·
'
thing has happened to It "
man, f e~ 1s th e
peoule have sabota ged him :takes potshots at the moon
,
·
or 5'0 m ~thing .
with a homemade telescope- The Washmgtot experts
• N
.
th w h" gt
·. camera .
returned .the color sltde a few
o.
e
.as m on ex·
day 5 ago
perts haven't fussed with
Joe , 44, took another look
·
Joe's sau-:-y pies, but they j at his color-slide photo, THE FEDERAL agents
have certainly done some-j snapped last February on the , picked it up last March when
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Rbck Spectacle. Per:plexe!

Was It , Flying ·sau~r~
By .JAMES CRENSHAW

I saw a flying ~~'!!:er. Or did I?
Some 1000 or more persons who attended the Flying Saw:er Convention at
Giant Rock (in the desert some 40 miles west _of Palm Sprinp) also llllw it, but
they turned out to be rather a skeptical bunch.
Most of them said they·. .
.
,.PE TS
pointed to one pusage as th
doubted it was a flying saucer mg red light.
.
I E"' R
DUBIOUS
deflnlte answer: ·
at all. And they ought to At first . some satd It ap- l!!es!des Van Tassel, a for"The day we tmd you
know, being autooritie~ on peared white. but I saw tt as mer aircraft company flight •hall aee · 50 many of . the
the subject. Therefore. all I a rather bright red. While the Inspector. now manager of ships yoJl call saucers,
can do is to relate what hap- !tim rolled on and the sound the _01ant Rock emergency your skies :wlll be dark·
commentary continued, most airport. there were several ene4. It will not be- fright·
pened. ·
The convention was held a t eyes were watching the red others present who have·wrJt. enlnc It you_expect us and
the rock, a famous landmark llght. For mmutes It hung ten about coming face . to know· we _are eomtnr to
in the Yucca Valley, Joshua motiOnless In the clfar, face with real flying saucers help you."
Tree, 29 Palms area, over the breezeless (·at ground level) -like Dr. Daniel W. Fry, elec· Chairman Van Tassel, wh
night air..
.
tronlcs engineer; Orfeo Angel- says the Pentagon just lsn
weekend.
The
program
included
T~en 11 began to slgna_l- ucci , Truman Bethurum and .tellll)g all the truth abou
wh-at the armed torces kno
speakers on the doings of the a k_m_d or Irregular pul~mg Dana Howard. ··
"space people " - sometimes a~tlvtty , a~ the r~d light
All are big names In the 'concerning UFO's, .d! d n'
called "extraterrestrials" ~ dlmme~ and bnghtened saucer field, and tlieir books blame anybody special
who occasionally m-a)<e them - and dimmed and bnght· are widely read-but they the hoax~ even directly
. ren 't bu in this UFO.
call l_t that-but there were
selves visible. so it is said, in cned repeatedly.
their saucer-like space ships. Then 11. moved to the nght. ~
Y g
theones that . some, science·
At a night meeting of the then up and dnwn and to the
Dr. Fry admitted some- minded college boys or servconvention. held In the open left. Th e. pulsmg resumed body must have gone to a lee ·men or space lab men
air beside t.he rock . a docu - w1 th obv1ou s purposeful m - lot of trouble , and even as might_ have thought up ·the
mentary film of verif ied re- tent.
an engineer found some cosmiC pg:
port.~ of saucer sightin~s wa s
. PERFECT TIMING
difficulty _In explaining all
Anyway, It was my first
shown.
Fmally, JUst. as t he flying the gyTatJOns of the phe- flying saucer, and I'm · not
The sound track carrie d-th e sau cer film reached its cnn - nomenon on the balloon golt;~g to let Van Tassel talk
voices or such persons as air· elu sion and faded out. so d id theory.
me out or it. U he's going _to
lin e pil ots. a control towe r tl1 e bright. rr d ligh l.' Such per - Previous hoaxers had used convince me it wasn't a fiY·
executive at the Los Angel l's fee t timing wa s c e r t. a in 1 y crude railroad !lares. and no· ing saucer; he's going to have
International airport and more than a coincidence .
body could possibly be tooled, to prove It!
ot.llcrs who st-ated they had Oh, yes, it was a manl!esta-but this was more refined .
Such skeptical people'
MENTAL CONTACT
Besides, how do ! know
made obse rvations Indicating tion or Intelli gent beings all
the presence in our atmos- right, said Chairman George A beautiful blonde dancer· what to believe~ One min·
phere or , lnteHigently oper- W . Van. Tassel or the conven- model named Daryle Nieman, ute h~ says he's seen a
a ted UFO s (umdentlfled tly- tt.on .
wlio says she has a way of true blue flying saucer _In
tn g objects).
He said If the folks out ge tlng 1n touch with the real person and the next mtn·
RED LIGHT CENTERED
front wanted \o be\ 1e., e sp ce people via a kind of ute he · tells everybody he
~ radio, revealed that ~hlnks m~y a so-called
Then Just as the tum got they'd seen a flJinl saucer,
lo the critical point or show- they could do -so, but there ah 'i11d !ret 1n touch and that
contactee of the space
mg what wa s represented to had been slmilar ·.p..t _eofl•':
· apace """Pie were ilad to peo~le ha~. just ~een con·
b~
actua l photographs of
.
, ,,.
- .. . _
·
,.-- tactmg a spook.
su ch s•a ucer-like objects tMre ventoons, and hen... neltM.r__. .:the .. lntelllgent reaction
He'll spoor the spooks
the space peop~, 11or,• t,b
~~..&neera -.
1
h'l b
·
·
· ·
ong w 1 e .efore he explain
were sudd en gasps . and ex- convention . Prorram.· • ri _ _ - "';:;::~~!":"'"-. •
~· •.IJee• _another lpertd away my wmklng red sauce
clamat1ons from the crowd. had anything ·to cto·
tt.~:G
-)'OUI)i . a Y as a "'host
F.yt~ turned upward, and
In his opin!t>l), :!~· ~~atlri
___ clt w Js ;bW_· . . .&~t.be "!n&t-ru· --;;."....;,
· ~·=-------1
there, sure enough, high In balloon. operate~_ · 'by _. l(jrne m n¢.. f0r .&:: ·. •-; zrinn J~tpl·
the sky above the rock and nearby terreetrt~ - .bent :oJ'i .. · · · : ~ 'In': a bOO
far b ck
having some_. M;.~ ,- . ' -_·-.-- •: ;_, ~,- - ·
·
·

.
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ed at AF HQ, and the AF had flown the two men to Dayton. The official answers to their questions were given by Deputy Chief oflntelligence Theodore
Hieatt, Lt. Spencer Whedon, and Maj. Robert Friend, ofProject Blue Book,
which coordinates the UFO investigation." (xx.)
(xx.)

UFO Investigator. Vol. I, No.lO. July-August 1960. p.l.

31 May. Lake Erie. (night)
''Like a Christmas tree."
A press report states:
"'Two unidentified flying objects with lights similar to those on a Christmas tree
were seen buzzing over Lake Erie last night by a Painesville pilot and two sheriff's
deputies.
"'Paul Palmer, 1680 W. Jackson St., told deputies Frank Mathis and James Litz
he spotted the round, red and green lighted objects over the lake while coming in
for a landing at Concord Airport.
"'The deputies checked them with binoculars and agreed with Palmer that something was moving slowly eastward with rotating lights that changed slowly from
red to green and back again." ( xx.)
(xx.) Willoughy, Ohio. News-Herald. 1 June 60.
31 May. Colonel Evans suggests the UFO program be turn over to public relations.
After being turned down as having "'limited scientific value" by Air Research and Development Command, Col. Evans suggested the UFO program be transferred to SAFOI, the public
relations people. Which makes sense in a way, since ATIC spent most of its efforts doing
public relations instead of investigating UFO reports. (See letter on p~e 109)
-; :.

June 1960. Canada's "'mysterious" chunks of metal.
This story refers to two large pieces of meta~ one weighing 800 pounds and the other 3,000
pounds. They were found in Quebec's St. Lawrence River, near the town ofLes Ecureils. No
one actual saw these particular chunks fall out of the sky, but a brilliant meteor and resulting
sonic boom in the region on June 12th led to speculation the metal was from space, perhaps
parts of a flying saucer. The 800 pound chunk was sold for scrap by the beachcomber who
made the discovery, but the larger one ended up in the front yard of the headquarters of the
Ottawa, Canada, New Science Club. Since rumors persisted the metal was extra-terrestrial,
Dr. P.M. Millman, of the Upper Atmosphere Research Group ofthe NRC, authorized an exination by Canada's Department ofEnergy, Mines and Resources. Here is a summary of the
results:
"The main piece was found on the tidal flats of the St. Lawrence River at Les
Ecureuils, Quebec, in June of 1960. It is now in the possession of members of
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AIR TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE · .
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE
OHIO

~'

Transfer . of USAF Aerial Phenomena

to:

Progra~m

AFC:rn-4 (M/Gen Dougher)
1. In keeping with a policy of producing the rr~ximum of aerospace
intelligence with . a minimum expenditure of i'unds and utilization of manpower, AFCIN-4E in December 1959, recommended ~ transfer of the Aerial
Phenomena Progra~m to Air Research and Development Corr~and. It was
pointed out at that time that after 12 years of experience ATIC has yet
to .uncover any positive evidence that UF0 1 s constitute a threat · t~
national security. It was further pointed out that the UFO program's
only potential value to the United States Air Force was due to its
· scientific and/or technical aspects. ARDC, after reviewing the program,
declined the·transfer .indicating that the d~ta available was not qualitative and therefore of limited scientific value. It is my opinion that
the data available is limited qualitatively only because of the volurr~
of UFO .traffic required to be handled by this organization. In an effort
to continue meeting the USAF obligations to this program and also to
disassociate it with intelligence, it is suggested that the Aerial
Phenomena Program be transferred to SAFOI. The attached draft of a
letter to General Walsh clearly indicates the benefits which rr~ght be
derived from such a transfer •.

...

I£ you concur with these suggestions, it is recorr~.ended that the
t of the atta d letter be authenticated and forwarded to AFCIN.

1 Atch :
Draft of ltr to Gen Walsh

-

w/Atch

---:__--~
--···'
.
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the Ottawa, New Sciences Club. It is metallic, roughly saucer-shaped, about 4
feet across, with a flat top and very rough edges and bottom. The whole is very
rusty and has many small particles adhering to it. It is reported to weigh about
3,000 pounds. No precise measurements of size or weight were made. The following points were noted:
"1) There is what appears to be a piece of pipe about 10 inches in diameter
embedded in the center of the piece and projecting from the top surface. There
is a smaller object like another piece of pipe next to it.
"2) The structure of the piece is layered. There are two principal interpenetrant layers, one magnetic, the oth~r non-magnetic. There are numerous thinner
layers, mainly of non-magnetic metal.
"3) The non-magnetic material hardened considerably when sawn with a hacksaw, but it was possible to saw it by avoiding dragging the saw blade across the
metal on the return stroke. This behavior corresponds to that of an austenitic steel
and is in keeping with some of the previous analyses. The magnetic metal could
be sawn without difficulty in the normal way.
"4) Pieces of both layers were knocked off the main piece with a sledge hammer.
The fracture surfaces ofthe two layers were different, the magnetic metal showing
much larger faces than the non-magnetic.
"5) The main piece is very similar in appearance to the residues produced in
foundries when, after a mould has been filled, the excess metal remaining in the
ladle is dumped into a hollow in a bed of sand, so that it will l}Ot solidify inside the
ladle. This treatment is commonly known as 'pigging.' The rough bottom, and
edges of the piece are similar to surfaces produced by molten metal penetrating
sand. In addition, it is common to put a piece of pipe or rod in the hole before the
metal is poured in, so that the solidified mass can be lifted more easily by a crane.
The disposal of residues from several ladles would produce a layered structure."
(xx.)
(xx.)

Examination ofSamples from Metallic Materia/from Les Ecureuils, Quebec.
By E. Smith, Physical Metallurgy Division, Canadian Department of Energy,
Mines and Resources, Ottawa. Mines Branch Investigation Report IR 71-32.
Copy No.8 .

Early June. Indianapolis, Indiana. (about 10:00 p.m.)
A few zigs and a couple of zags.
An Indianapolis paper printed:

"The flying saucer season now is officially open. Frederick Morrow, 929 Franklin

111
Road, was walking his dog about 10 the other night when he saw an orange-colored
saucer-like object in the sky. After a few zigs and a couple of zags, it took off to the
northwest with amazing swiftness.
"Morrow says he tried to keep it to himself, lest he be ridiculed. But in an ungard- .
ed moment during coffee break at [American?] Legion headquarters, where he works,
he let the story out. And he's been taking a ribbing ever since." (xx.)

(xx.)

Indianapolis, Indiana. Star. 8 June 60.

1 June. Life and significance to Hillenkoetter's convictions.
NICAP was relying heavily on Hillenkoetter's support to obtain Congressional hearings and
to convince the Air Force to release all its UFO information. None of the other NICAP board
members had the stature ofbeing a former director ofthe CIA. If the head of the CIA doesn't
know what's going on, who does? Hillenkoetter went public with views that backed NICAP's
position on May 21st. On June 15\ Bulkley Griffin, Chief of the Worcester, Massachusetts,
Evening Gazette's Washington Bureau, drew the proper conclusions (as far as NICAP was
concerned) and even added something of his own which drew on the tumult over the U-2
revelations:
"Adm. R. H. Hillenkoetter, who headed the Central Intelligence Agency from May
1947 to October 1950, recently declared, speaking about the so-called flying saucers:
'The unknown objects are operating under intelligent control. It is imperative that we
learn where the UFO's (unidentified flying objects) come from and what their purpose
is.'
"Then, referring to the years of World War II and the years immediately following,
he said: 'I know that neither Russia nor this country had anything even approaching
such high speeds and maneuvers.' Here Admiral Hillenkoetter presumably was speaking of at least part of the period during which he was the director of the CIA.
"Admiral Hillenkoetter wants a Congressional investigation of the UFOs. This is a
purposal that others have made in recent years, and it has been consistently opposed by
the Air Force which possesses exclusive official authority to investigate and report to
the public upon the unidentified flying objects. So far Congressional committees have
shied away from such a probe.
"The U-2 incident, with its attending circumstances, furnishes particular life and significance to the Hillenkoetter convictions.
"To begin with, the admiral for about three and a half years held the same job that
Allen W. Dulles now holds. Hillenkoetter undoubtedly received reports on the UFOs,
including the fmdings of investigations concerning them. Dulles without question has
received reports and fmdings on the UFOs. By the way, in the early 1950s the CIA
rather openly helped arrange a Pentagon meeting of top scientists on the strange
objects. That conference issued conclusions which, among other things, said the
UFOs pose no apparent threat to national security and recommended that the
public be told more about them. This recommendation immediately died.
"No need to stress that when Admiral Hillenkoetter states the UFOs are intelligently controlled and were neither our own inventions nor Russian inventions he
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speaks with a knowledge possessed by few other citizens. Whether a former director of CIA keeps in some contact with the CIA and its information after he has
left the Agency, no one will probably answer.
"But to come to the U-2 matter. Here was a case where we lied by pre-arrangement, lied by plan. In light ofthe Air Force handling of the UFO matter, insisting
against plain evidence to the contrary in certain cases that the UFOs can all be explained as familiar objects mistakenly identified, the question inevitably arises: Is
the Air Force following a prearranged plan of public statements on the strange objects? Is the Air Force deliberately misleading the public?
"Regarding our early lying about the captured U-2 plane and its pilot, our statement that the plane was an innocent weather plane, George V. Allen, director of
the U.S. Information Agency, said that this statement was a 'pushbutton' reply,
which he stated, had been prepared in advance. Secretary of State Christian A,
Herter said our statement was 'a cover story' that 'was prepared for that contingency.' And Undersecretary of State Dillon repeated we used a 'cover story' which
'had been previously prepared for such an instance.'
"An all-important revelation for our citizens, from the U-2 case, is that it is high
official policy to lie to our citizens and to the world, in some cases.
"Do the UFO sightings constitute such a case? Let it be said parenthetically that
the majority of sightings obviously involve mistaken identity. But a small minority
do not; these present evidence that the Air Force explanations are not true. Admiral
Hillenkoetter, with all his special knowledge, says this-says this indirectly, if you
will.
"Does CIA Director Allen Dulles believe that something like a national panic
might be produced ifthe Air Force flatly said that it just can't explain UFO sightings?
Or has he advised, for some other reason, the Air Force line of conduct?
"Former CIA Director R. H. Hillenkoetter does not believe the Air Force is telling
our citizens the truth about the unidentified flying objects. He would have a Congressional investigation. His judgement is entitled to extraordinary attention." (xx.)
(xx.)

Worcester, Massachusetts. The Evening Gazette. 1 June 60. p.22.

7 June. A possible Congressional hearing: a skirmish reveals a strategy. (See letter from
Air Force BLUE BOOK Files on page 113)

The case in question evidently is the Poquoson, Virginia, inddent of October 19, 1959. The
"chronic reporter" a Mr. Larry W. Bryant. (xx.)
(xx.)

The Fifth Horseman of the Apocalypse. UFOs: A History 1959 OctoberDecember. pp.ll , 13-18.

An investigation of Poquoson by the Air Force was made only after a complaint was filed with
Congressman Porter Hardy Jr., a member of the House Armed Services C<:munittee. The failure
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Possible Congressional Hearing

tutJICTi
·f..·

AFCDl-4E. (Col Evans)

TOt

..

THRU: AFC:m:4E2 (Col Shoop)
liajo.r Tacker, SAFOI-.3d 1 Hq, · USAF, Washington, D. C. called Major Fdelld
J~ and. advised him that there is a very strong possibility that a.

·7

Conkkassional
,,

-

~

1

hea~ing ~ill

ba eAllod on UFO. Tho particular area of

concern is with the lack .()f adequate. investigation. Major Tacker
. iriafcate~ thaf;"'8urtrigJ1aJi~J"de!Ja'_s ne_x t trip to. Was!)i~ton i_~ __mig!tt
"be pz:_o.f-iUlble.. to .fiit down with I&L a:n<f'tliScuss the situation . .. The · ··
specific incident which was . probably the cause for this concern was
a case 'which was brought to the attention of a . Virginia Congressman~
and had not been reported to ATIC by Langl~ ~FB. LangleyAFB was
contacted by phone and they gave their reason for not reporting the
incident as the fact that the witness was a chronic reporter of UFO•s
and they did not feel that the case was worthy of investigation.
·

~a~~(}
RIEND
Major USAF·
AFCIN-4E2

--

-

. ;:,
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of the Air Force to investigate the UFO event was a frequently used feeble excuse: "sighting not
officially reported." This ATIC letter of June ih shows there were two approaches to Congress
UFO advocates could take.
One: Something extraordinary was occurring ill the nation' s skies.
Two: The Air Force's lack of adequate investigation.
The latter was wasn't that hard to prove. If done right, obtaining Congressional hearings was
not impossible. One can see ATIC was put on the spot by the "Poguoson problem." One way to
escape was by attacking the messenger-not the message.
9 June. Near Walden, New York. (9:05p.m.)
"When the object came toward us, the dog's ears went up and he watched it closely."
A newspaper story tells us:
"Stewart Air Force Base authorities are investigating today the sighting of an unidentified flying object by a Walden couple last night.
"Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Casey, Lake Osiris Road, spotted the huge conical-shaped
UFO at 9:05 p.m. yesterday and watched it maneuver in the southern sky for about
five minutes. They notified Stewart Field of the sighting and the investigation followed.
"Mr. and Mrs. Casey frrst saw the UFO as they drove out of their driveway into
Lake Osiris Road. Their home is about two miles northeast of Walden.
"They described the object as resembling a child's top and said it was spinning. It
was gray or black in color and a flashing blue-green light glowed from the pointed
bottom.
"About one-quarter of the way down the side of the object, a band of red light encircled it. Mr. Casey said today this band appeared incandescent and did not seem to
be spinning with the rest of the conical-shaped object.
"When frrst sighted, the UFO was crossing the sky at high altitude. It passed across
the face of the moon at 'tremendous' speed., Mr. Casey said, then shot straight down to
a point near the ground. He said it circled for several seconds, as if observing some-

thing. Then it headed in the general direction of the Casey home.
"The observers estimated the size ofthe object, as it drew nearer, as comparable to
a house. Mr. Casey said his wife became frightened at this point. However the UFO
changed course, went straight up at a rapid rate, and flew out of sight.
"Mr. Casey was also shaken by the incident. 'If somebody else told me about
this, I wouldn't believe them,' he said, 'but both of us saw it. I've read about flying
saucers and unidentified flying objects, but I never believed it. I do now.'
"The Lake Osiris Road resident said when he frrst saw the object, he thought it
might be an optical illusion or a reflection on his car window. He stepped out of
the car and observed the UFO for at least five minutes. 'Even our dog, who was also
in the car, noticed it,' he said. 'When the object came toward us, the dog's ears went
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up and he watched it closely.' He said the UFO made no noise.
"Mrs. Casey was very upset over the incident and was unable to sleep last night or
go to work today, her husband said.
"Stewart Air Force Base spokesmen said today they had no comment except that
an investigation is underway. Mr. Casey said he was told when he called the base last
night that nothing had shown up on the radar screen. He said SAFB personnel were
coming to his house to get further information later today.
"Two other unexplained sightings have occurred recently as reported in Richard
W. Milburn's Bittersweet column, which appeared in yesterday Times-Herald. Mrs.
John Ericksen of Montgomery Road was startled by a strange bright light, which
flashed across her yard as she was closing a bedroom window, and a Warwick man
also spotted a mysterious object." (xx.)
(xx.)

Middletown, New York. Times-Hear/d. 10 June 60.

9 June.

Hillenkoetter~s

call for action is "food for thought." (See clipping below)
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-···"··.· ~· .
Food for FUture ·. Thotiiht

·UFO~Visi.tors frotil-Spa~ce?
lo

By DAVE .GIBSON
plains: . ''The .f orin i.'t n a.'
Time3 Aviation Editor ·
/ changes In position <In the w>
.l th R
·
'and pacing of airliners" -In
Wh
. I e . e.· uss1ans are ; many cases where there Ia no

"were - -;;;t"e;,iarietary , ,.apaceships." Existence of this has
never been admitted by the Air·
Force.
gettmg md1gnant about · other explainable reason. ·
"Hidden" UFO • 1, h t 1n g s
U-2s, maybe all of us in- : As for the possibility of "from confidential sources" In"
eluding the Soviets shouldi "secret weapons" here on earth, eluding: An encounter with a
t h
t f · UFO
the admiral states, In what the "giant flying disc" by a Navy'
· wa _c __?.' : . .. ?r
8 SPY_: NICAP. b!lls as a "special bul- plane over the Atlantic· a
lng on the world.
letln," that "I know that neither "close-up observation" by a
UFOs <Unldentl!led Flying Russia · nor this country had Navy commander who "adObjects, but better known •as anythlngevenapproachlngsuch mltted:the sighting had seared
plain "f!yjng saucers") are, ac- hlgll_~pee<!_s .~!l~..!!l.an_euver.~." . him"; a sighting by a "wellThe NICAP board also main- known scientist and some of his
cording to the former head of
the CIA <Central Intelligence talns the . same conclusion as stat!"; an encounter with "a
Agency), "operating under In- the Admiral, and what the rocket-shaped UFO by pilots of
telllgent control."
NICAP terms "documentary a NavY squadron with subseViee Adm. R. H. Hillenkoetter proof" of the "cover~up" by the quent orders by ihe Air Force
speaks as a member . of the Air Force on UFO reporting ·has ' to keep It secret.".
·
board of an organization which been prepared for seven Con- : The NICAP says some of the
has long been taken lightly, but gress committees. This report, !above items are In a new bookl
Is getting more of a serious which NICAP wants to use to •\1oTitten by Donald E. Key hoe,
hearing since the dawn of the atart official hearings on · the !director o'f the organization
space age some three years ago aubject, Includes these points: •which "details" the story of th~ 1
-the NICAP, or National In- ~-· _'!he__Alr Force "sec_!'etl:v._~_:~jNICAP's "fight' to end UFO
vestlgatlons Co m m I t t e e on dered" an airliner carrying pas- ;i censorship and determine the
Aerial Phe~om;na..
sengers to leave Its asslgnedi facts."
·
WE CONTACTED Richard course and chase a UFO.
Whether the "facts" will ever
Hall. a former Hartford . area
A statement by an Air Force ,be determined Is· a .question.
resident and now secretary of Reserve oft!eer, MaJor Dewey The apparent lack of guidance
the NICAP down In Washing- Fournet, who· as an intelligence criteria In estimating what Is
ton, and asked why the admiral, officer assigned to monitor the "real", "probably real", clr what
who hasn't expressed hlmselfj UFO proJect, "Blue Book" for Is the result of Imagination or
publicly before on the UFOs, jthe Air Force headquarters and "natural phenomena" makes it
now comes out with an opinion. · now a NICAP board member dl!ficult to have a·"meetlng ofj
It's ba!sed upon official slght-J who says ·that there Is a "top minds" on the subJect - aside'
lnr reports· In World War II . secret" Intelligence· estimate, from the Air Force's reluctance '
and the years following when! drawn up by the Air Force in[.ltodlscuss It much beyond a fewl
he headed CIA, Mr. Hall ex-J 1948, concluding .that the UFOs bare bones of Information.
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10 June. Algoz (Algarve), Portugal. (3 :30 a.m.)
Half-dozen men around the machine?
According to our source:
"Mr. Carlos Sabino, 25, and his friend 'Filipe' were walking near a place named
Peiras when they saw something they thought was a car. However, when they saw
it was disk-shaped and gave off an unusually bright light, they hid themselves and ·
were able to see half-dozen men around the machine. Later it left straight up and
very fast. As Sabino ran to his house the object appeared again, illuminated the
ground with an intense beam oflight, and then left. Mr. Sabino is regarded as
trustworthy by those who know him and testify to his genuine terror after the incident." (:xx.)
(xx.)

Diario de Noticias. 12 January 60. Data-Net. Vol. V, No.3. March 1971.

p.l3.
11 June 60. Yonkers, New York. (about 9:30p.m. - 11:30 p.m)
Men from Mars or a super market opening? (See clipping on page 117)
12 June. Bad Go desberg, Germany. (2215Z)
V-formation. (See BLUE BOOK tile card below)

·EMBASSY OFFICER • •';'.
I. DATE

.. l2J\m6o
... __.

'.

·

....

16·

sec

0 Ground·Rodor

D AI,.VI..iol
SOURCE

.

D Alr•lntoreopt Rodi..

·---·

I. HUMBER OP OBJECTS

ATIC I'ORM Ut (Jt&V 21 IKP 52)

. ..

'
9. , COURSE

s.:..rr
11. COMMENT$

..
,

...

0 ~Pro~ohly Ball0 . Poulbly Balloon

OCGnound-VIouol .

·Military .

COHCLUSIOH$

i

'i / : .

D .. Wo~ B~il~ ·-;.~ , .. ·

TYPE OF OBSERV,4TIOH

Nine separate roikd distin~ vhite lights . in
"V" formation.· AnSl!! _o:r "V" aprox 120•.
Luminosity brighter than lst 1118.gllitude star.
Size larger tb,a.n planet Venus. No sound. No
trail. 'ObJect ~een also with naked eye.
Traversed 30" in 5 sec then lost in trees.

·-

12.

Godesbe~g. oe~

one

10. BRIEP SUMMARY OP SIGHTIHO

... ..

'

.

Binoculars

D Yoo
O:Ho
7. LENGTH OP OBSERVATION

'

LOCATIOH

. ·. Bad

2215Z

,

GMT
5. PHOTOS

12.
~.

3. D4TE·T~ROUP
Loeol

PROlECT 10073 RECORD CARD

·.•

'

0
0
0

Pro~obly Alrereft
PouiWy Alrcrolt

0
0
0

Was Attronornfcel · _:.·. ~-- --- ·
Pto~o~ly A11rone,.lcol
Poaslbly _Astrono"'l•el

0

Other

0

Unknown

Was Aircraft

I

·,

:

i

!
... ... .

Qt Insufficient Oat• f•r E•olvetlen

! •

i
I

i
:

i
One vitness - :tnsuri'ieient data; The
I
w'.tness was observing Andromeda, The
·. constallation was on the horizon at tht
:
·time to the ME • . The witness was looking
.o ver . the Fhine-ri ver through Binocubrs
I
It is. probable that a mirage or some so t.
was bein~ obs~rved. The obBects were
di sti net orrl the ·duration or ihe sightirg
extremely short,
. .
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16 June. Eugene, Oregon. (4:20p.m.)
"It was a monstrosity." (See clipping)

·~
.~Driver~:Sees:· · ·
-- · . -...... .. .
··.. ·

Y0NKER-S, N.Y., HERALD STATESMAN
Clrc. D. 42,319

: ··

.· fJFQ::in.:$ky

JUN 16 1960

-~ :,An;_.f-~qentified51 ' fl,ipg obJect'' ·.was spotted la~ Thursday afternoon .over the ·Eugene
area, a Springfield resident reported to the· Register.Guard;
The man said he was ·driving
on Hayden Bridge Road toward
Eugene about 4:20 p.m; Thurs·
day when he saw a "round and
flat" object to 'the .west.·• Other
'members of )lis family; also in
A;N:. car, watched'' the.'.o))ject,
w~jle ;he stopped other' cars.
About 20 peop~e saw the UFO,
be estimated: : . . .·
.
-" It couldn't }lave. bee.n a .balloon,"· be said. He said the object . was turning "around and
around," and it .was •Shiny...:...as
if ;jt w~re made. of aluminum;· .
When ·he'firkt ·saw the UFO,
he said,.it appeared to be close
to the earth. But as he watched,
it moved away from the earth,
and •·he saw what seemed to be
a ·small . object ·on · the north
side ·"take off" . and return to
the object. ·
"It was a monstrosity," he
commented.
·'
· Eugene weathermen doubted
that it .was one of their weather ballo~ns, which are released
early In the mornmg.

1

EUGENE, OREG., REGISTER-GUARD
Circ. D. 33,987

-

S. 34,037

JUN 18 1960

--·-·-

·--------- -1

SEA.RCHLIGH·TS;·MA. YBE?Ji;ttf.{.§f ..

·:.· .·

Men from. Mars: or•,a super mar~ !roni' Pt'Ospecf'·' ·S ti;<· reported '' .a
ket opening? Russian -Bpies:.or Pal· ·)right.'· light.c'' alternately red and
isades.· Amusement 'k:Park?J r' ''· ··, · 'Nhitet"'acrossii the 'llfildson :~ on·•<the
'' The decade-oldj;qtie!;tion$ i'involv.~ •Palisades; · He -then', said': a"' Sll)all
ing·,_ · unldeptified·! ~p"' :objects white light : .shot ,•out .. of ! if and
were ·i'en~wed?cnez'Fe .·. beginning across. the .. river> About . half · way
of. the weel(' as i a : group.;ot Yon- 11,cross itshot straight up, .he ,aid.
kers students . · reported seeing About this time, Guski reported
strange lights above the ·Hudson five or six airplanes started chas:
River. ' .-..
. . / . : ·
ing lt. The planes appeared short·
A group ··ot ;; seven '· boys,· with lY. a~er 9:?0 •p.m.,- he said, and.
John .Guski1 seventeen, oF30 'Haw- tile ·- light · disappeared , a~t ·11: 30
.thorne Ave. ' acting.~ JlS . spokesmap, p~m; J:Ie said the. planes continued
reported - seeing : · jtra.nge·<. lights ~.atro~~ the_ area, · ::·~ ·:· ·'· ·'";; ; • _- ·
abOve .the clouds Sat~rday_ mght. . ·· In .attemphrtg _to cori"Qbprate .th~
Then on Sunday mght. they ,said story The Herald. State,sffillll . dis·.
tbey ~a~ched _-Air:'For~e j~ts- play ,<;pvered .: the)'followmg:·> ::. ;"\': . · ·
tag. Wlth ·a: br1ght ·~artmg ligpt:tor ' · No report.::wa.s made: to .law ·en'
alinost :two hours 'high ·. aoo·ve the !orcemerit.' authorities; .The -.105th
f:ludson: . , · .. >
· '( .. . Fighter ,,Grqup, ~Natior:ia.F Gtiard,. ii:t
See Pa.Usa:de Ll(ht : , · .
, ; White .,Pl<+ins · ~i.i~ ~ 4he~.· .•had· no~
-'· Guski, ·wht> .lald···the: ·group'· wa11. .heard·J. o~ ·~"anythmg Jalong ·, ·those
watching Jh~.. Alkv ~henaniirans - Hn~s. " Area .Air Forcfnfflciitls -de-

·; au' cl\1-~~
· -.·...,.

ru-ed
~ :tai're "~ai-:zu·
1Stinday.itighC ., ::1).•

Not For ·F tve ·MOilthl i,
.
-The Hayden PlB.!l.euirium in New
York ,Ci9f: reported .it·'hild.:not had
a r~port of a UFO. ~or •five·' moriths
and· c;had ·~ not· seen··: ~y ··-·unusual
lights r 'Sl,lzl<lay' ·.nig)lf •z::>hinetaridm
spok~s~an added;, however~ that'i
'l:1FO,:.. reports · were ' common for;
CO~!ll~es :, alori~ the· river.- He j
~a1d · ,that . the .Palisades' Amurrise-·
~ent~S:I'k anct.several super mar-j
•<ets:·:.in,• ·New ·Jersey ..:use· huge .
•s~arcl~ligli~ <• and :· othet; •..lightingj
gJmmlqk$i Wbic!l . COUld ':~ easil,Y be ;
r.eflected-· by the l clouds. ... •.
i
.. The. other boys who were report- ·
ed to have seen the dog-fight between the planes and the. light
are: ..· Jqhn . Ives, , . John • Wilson,
,Stephen Brezney, · :E..d.~11.·e . ·. Reilly,
Anthony\ T()mis~ . ~d · Andre '
Parzyck. ,

.

\..

. · ..

I
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TRAVELING LOW .

· "It. was . traveling very lo~.
from ·, north ·.to south," she said,
cfescribing. the object as a. "beautiful heat<whit~·;\· ~~~'.1\ad : n~ver
aeen beCQre•. ."7';':}.'X·t~ •. ·:~
·

20 June. Mantesano, Washington. (10:30+ p.m.)
"Took off at terrific speed." (See clippings)

"Every·•.so Often::·a: ~~ .of
red would flare ' from ', the ·tali
It looked . ~_e_:_,i_~
--: . ; •Ob!l.~
~110
crash, but a~'."'c!q~

i contliwed.', '·,.·\· · , .; · . ,
< Mrs; Jones added tl'\at she went

i,

1

w~~~\I~t~t
~l~~·~.~)~.:~~~~Y .

to inform ht\r · husband about' the
sighting, bu~ foulld, it:gone on her
return. Out ··of ··embarrassment,·
she ha!i balked at'iilforming the
sheriff's' office sooner, she said.

SEEN BY·QT~~,~ -

Jack Beeson, a Western Lumber
company ' employe .· at Junction
City, reporUicl. much tho same obMl!VaUon; ~~t'~ object with two
brliht llihti. movina ln a south·
eNt&'ly· dlrei;Uon acroas the Che- :
halla river at about 23 minutes to
11 that nl'ht," he ·said.

·' M()NJ'ESANO (SpecfalV-G. T.

Hall. ;watclvrum •at the· Graystone
grav~Lpit, on tile' Wyne)OC))e river,,
isn't ,W;.,\vbat- be'saw:in .lhe sky]
MoJldai, ni&hti·but•lt···didD't·•beba~.

~~~~~~o~~~.ig;:!,l
yesterday.
, ;; ·
.. ::.' ''.
·. Hall· said' that prior .to retiring
for the night, he stepped Cllltside to
~t. some air and WIIS attracted llf
a: light that appeared to be. aPPrQI:·
lmately 300.400 feet'Jn·thli sky. · '·
"Tbe light .was • •lightly to the
east from directly.. oyer!)ead and
stood'.perfectly motionless for . two
ot three second,,~· he said. · .
. "It · then • took · off ·at· a terrific
speed afthe same altitude and toward the Wynooche bridge. At the,
time the light or object acceler·ated, ·sparks appeared from· the

, Others who bave since disclosed

: seeing the .same wierd object in·

clilde

police;~···/J"""' '' .

to the r'Ht>qu.lam 1

.Q:EN lN ABERDEEN
) Reports
an unidentified flyIng object.:vtslted the Graya. Har-

Hall made · it plain that at no i
time did he bear any rioise of a '

ih.t

,

At the instant the light began •.
to move, Hall thought he. could I

bor sky earlier this week received :
backing today from a young Abererdeen naval reservist, Gilbet'l
Plotner.
'. Plotner, an employe of Scott's
Grand Central market, saiq he had
attended a reserve movie at the
Naval · training station Monday :
night when. he obaerved a "big
round' ball with a slen<ler tail"
'rushing through the sky.
·
Plotner saicj the sighting WIIJ his '\
first on the west · coast, ~ut th~t i
be had SpQ~ted _UFOs .preVlOUSlY ID '
the .east.· , · ·:-·. . .

discern a tail similar in appear- ,
a nee' to the tail of a helicopter, he :

sa~-~

Covall, 12, ol Aber·

"ot! tot,h,';~llst."

:S:e~ -~ !ight ,for _~;SO:co~,"hel
mM~

Edcb'

deen; Mr. and Mrs•. Dan Hampton of the Wynooche valley, and
Robert Weaver and Drm Muldy,
· employ~• lof, Rayonler Incorpor'ted .ill ·JJoq\Pam. The latter two
repOrted ' t4o •iihUn&. w!lich was

office~

asked if tbe'sheriff's
had received any other reports of
, the sighting. It hadn't.
:__ _

AbcYd ee n Dai/~- 1.1/tJ r/J
& -d-J-~ 0

a·alls.··Of Fire!·
l·n Sky .Thqt·-·Js<

- r l,l _r t h er co!l!..l!ma!ion

If you happened to lie gazing said,. but there wu no fog eiset the heavens last night did you wbere ·that .night. He est.i mated
a
'
their speed at 80 to 90 miles an
notice anything out of order?
hour. ·
Two• local JileD claim they did.' Coleman said the ~ · were
Ron Clarkson, 1301~ S. 9th Ava., moving from northw"lisFTo' south·
IKelso, told LOngview police ·at ,lj()utheast, ·with sparks trailing off
0 11:~ p.m. that about an hour. be- 'as ~ the..)ights ~ed th:>n got
cv fore he witnessed "two balls · of brighter be(ore disappearmg. .
~ fire" over ,the Weyerhaeuser Mill ': .Mra::' llobett l>abl · of Longview
site. They were in: the midst .of )ieported .she spied a lar-ge, fastru a thick fog · and traveling at a tnovlng objeCt .in the sky •about
:<!: high t,ateof speed, Clarkson_ ·said. 1[0:40_ p.~. as -~~- sat
Y__our.
::;,
Jim ·. Coleman, 1622 loth 'Ave., 1'lrive-ln Theater. She smd the
-, Longview, told a similar tale. ''Two olbject ·had a peculiar glow and
large, bright red ligbts • appeared !IlOVed from west to ea11t in the
to be traveling in a fog, Coleman southem sky.

m.

came

from Mrs. John.BiAllman'of Cen·
tral Park, who'said that a bridge·
playing foursome at her home als<l
had simultaneoll!ly spottild the· ol>,iect. The group included Mr. 'Allman and Mr. and Mrs. MeL Rose.
alsO of Central• Park. · They described it ' .is . a low-flying blue '
"blob."
··
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20 June. Report on the panel meeting of June 16th. (See below and on page 120)

•

')

2C' June 1960
:·Il::t·IORANDUH FOH Hrx:ORD

S'JBJEC'l':

UFO ,Panel tieetint;, 16 June 1960

L
un 16 June l96o, a 11~'0 PaneJ. i1eetint; was heJd at A'l'rC.
rr.err.bers of the panel were present: ·

The following

l~r 'l'hcoJore Hi.catt, A'l'IC
Dr J. Allen Hynek, Consultant
!-lr V Hantl!r.achcr, 'n'ADD
Chaplain ;;ul Lan; Thoren sen, ', fr'ilf:J
l•!a,j or ltobc rt J,. Friend, AT [C

2.

The

follo•<~inG

a.

Dalton, Hassach.; .tsetts ice !'all,

b,

itedrr.ond, qre1;on ''J-'0 si.p:htin[., 24 Scpter-.ber l9S9.

c.

J.aCarr.p, Loui.stana

rl.

Proposed sVH!y ty ti:e Aer i.al J'IHmorr.ena ~iro 'J P.

subjects were on thc'aecnd<. for thLs rr.eetLr.1;:

~IFu Si(~ hti.nr;,

25

·ra:-ch l9:"l0.

12 A;Jril l?bO.

a. The Dalton, i·iassachusetts ca5e (Lee fall ) , 2S ilar'ch l9bCJ. il
JU pound chunk of icc dut; a deep hole in the yan.: of iir Larry "ache of
Dalton, l'lassachusetts. \·ihe"n the case '"'as reported Hr Hoche wus
:·e~uestetl to put a laq;c piece- of the ice Ln his freezer, t.u save it
for analysis. The recovered ice was si!av<:d off its out.er cover in artier
to insure that only i.ts orici.nal corr.Dosi tion 1-1as analyzed anc..i Lt was
forwarded to Al[C ir. a sealed container for ti1i!> p11rpose. ' 'l'he sarr.;1le
was analyzeu at the physics laboratory of ':/ADD to dctenr.i.ne its ccrr.;>osition. A co~y of the report of' this analysis i.s attachrr.ent /il to
ti1is docurr.ent. The analysis ha s not cont:-i.l!uteu any infonr.<<t.Lon or
clues as to the origin of the icc. A re;_Jurt of this case and the
laboratory report is to be forwarded to ;:ovcrnr..ent accnc.:ies who rr.ay
have interest in this a ;·';."J . l\ASA and Anr.y ·Engineers, Ft ·Belvoir, Va,

J.

I

'·
·. . .

II
(

b. un 21.! Scpterr.ber 1959, a 'Fu was s i.1:hted a L Ee<l;c.ond, Jrecon t:;
a ;.lOlicerr.an and an err.ployee of t11e ~·iJ, facility. 'l'he ?AA installati. :m
at Seattle, upon rcccivi.nr. a repo r t frc· :c. ':t..A, ;ledrr.ond, contacted the
/,Lr Force GC [ s i.1:ht. at Keno A"':! near Kl a rr.at h Falls, Oreeon to C:etcr.r.~ne
if a tarcet 1-1as o\,serv e d near r(cdrr.ond. The ol.•serve r on duty at Keno
replied in the affi.rrr.ative t9 FAA, Seattle. 'JSAF' interceptors and
civil ian aircraft were scrar-.bled, Lnt 1re rc •:nsuccf:!5sful ~n their attc:r..~ts
at interception. Subseqnent to 2): Scpterr,oer 1959, the GCf sitf: r.a::; bad
si.1r.Uar returns frorr, the ilechr.ond area. The GCT. r.i.tu. tli.d not consider
there was a rela ti.onship between the visual o.nd radar si.r,htinr,, Lu t Lr,e
FAA log::; carried ther; as one report. l~ o r·e!Jort of this case 'has :·.a r.k

:· .
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•
,.

to ATIC. However, Hajor Keyhoe, NICAP, obtafned a copy of the FAA
logs·and has since used this case against the Air . Force. A telephone
investigation by ATIC reveale4 that the radar sighting was probably
caused by a gap filler antenna and that the visual sighting was
'probably due to a refraction of the planet Venus which was in a
position that coincided with that reported by the witnesses. SAFLL
briefed the Space and Aeronatuics Con~r.ittee on this case and used the
finding detenr.ined by A'l IC. The panel concnrs on the prd\@.ble cause
of this sighting.
·

••

c. On 12 April 1960, an object struck . the ground at LaCarr.p,
Louisiana causing a loud explosion, a. flash. of .tri.r;ht lieht and leaving
several deep holes in the ground. The light was observed by one wi.tness but the explosion was heard by rr.any. The Air F'orce investieators
took sarr.ples frorr. the ruptured ground and forwarued them to A'i'IC along
with the report. AnaP(lyeis of the . SD.11:pl~s is corr.pleto ami the re;Jort i5
being forwarded to A ·
by a contraetbr. A telephoned brief of the
report indicates that
e residue in the holes was .T.etal and increases
the rr.ystery · in this case. Stereoscopic photor;raphs of the ruptured
ground are presently being processed. It is hoped that these photographs coupled with the analysis report will sned sorr.e 1 ight on the
cause for this case. No conclusion was reacrted or sur;r,ested by the
panel.
·
·d . The panel was unarr.irr.ous in the o;>iriion that a corr.prehensive
study of the year 1957 would be rr.ore beneficial than a cursory exarr.ination of the period Ja:mary, l95J t o the present. 'i'he infonr.ation to
be charted on the IdH cards used for the ~tuuy was tl.isc'.lssed. Or dyne:-:
is reviewing the infonr.ation for tiiscussion at the next panel :r.eetin~.
4. The panel unanirr.ously reaffinr.eu a previous recorrJT,entlativn by
Dr Hynek that adequate investigators be rr.ade availatle to the Aerial
Phenomena Group, It continues to be apparent that ti1e investi.r~ati.on
problerr. requires inuividuals who ;;re farr.iliar ,_,i. iJ-, the special nature
ot:: the UFO protlerr.. Investigators should have backt:.;round in atrr.ospheric optics>. astronorr.ical . techn iques , am! t;eneral info;:v.a Lion conce:mine astronomy and physics as well as i.n eood i.nvc~r:ati.ve techniques. These investigators wo•.Jlli l:e us ed on those cases. which f,iv e
)ndication of having greatest pr.orr.i.sc of i.ntcl14?c:-~ce or scientif ic
...rvalue; i.e., LaCa:r.p, Louis.i ana si.chtint;.

2
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23 June. "Ain't no such animal." (See clipping)
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Seven unirlrnlifi<'d Iloal·
lng oh..J..~~·ls - \verr;-- reported
ovr1· Salt Lak<~ City Frid11y
hy two workers who said the

FLYING SAUCERS? ~THERE
AIN'T NO SUCH ANIMAL'
PENTICTON, B.C. (CP) -Flying saucers are figments of the imagina lion of uninformed minds, say
many of North America's leading
astronomers and space experts.
"Every sighting of a flying saucer
can be explained rationally." said Dr.
J. V. Oake of California's Mount Palo- mar observatory.
"We hardly ever hear of saucers
any more." said Dr. J. F. Heard of
Toronto, director of the David Dunlap
Observatory. "I g\less the fad has
worn off for while."
"I have never heard of any person whose profession it is to look at
the s\\y - an astronomer or meteor- ·
ologist - who has reported seeing a
flying saucer." said Dr. Marten
Schmidt of the California Institute of
Technology.
·

a

"Flying saucers are absolute nonsense," said Grahm Odger of the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory in
Victoria.
The scientists said there are usually ·at least half a ·dozen rational explanations for every moving light in
the sky.
These range from bright stars and
auroral displays to reflections of
ground light on the clouds and can
be identified as such by persons with
proper training, they said.
The entry of any foreign body
into the earth's atmosphere today cari·
be readily be detected by scientific
in~trum ents . 1t would he sighted first
by radio-te lescopes and b.v ord inary

radar as it came closer to the earth,
the sienti~ts say. ·

2 Workers See
7 Objects In
Skies Over S.L.

mystPry

lhin::::<~nwhobs

lrav:

eled in format iou.
Robert 1\kLauglliin, an !'Ill·
plo~·e of \·V I'slcrn Fenc<' Co.,
said he ;nHI f<'llow rmploy<~
C:cnc Il:~y••s watched the ohjcrts for •l:i lll'inulrs,
"They seenH•d to IJont
from the iiouthwrst tn tlw
nor! heast, hovered ovct· the
industrial section for a few
minutes and then ·rosP out
oi sight," Mr. McLaughlin
related.
He described the phantom
floaters as silver and circu·
Jar, noting that Mr. llayes
thought they might have
been balloons.
The u.s. WeafhCI' nur!'aU
said It sent a h11lloon aloft nt
10 a.m., but. that it wns yd.

J

low.
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24 June. Salt Lake City, Utah. (daytime)
Mystery thingamabobs. (See clipping)'
25 June. Near Turtlepoint, Pennsylvania. (10:00 a.m.)
"I married her anyway."
The husband ofRita Fowler tried clearing up an "old" mystery in 1964, and again in 1968,
by writing to various people and UFO organizations in an attempt to verify or explain the
objects her wife and two woman friends claimed to have seen back on June 25, 1960. The
husband, Jay Tanzer, had no interest in UFOs when he met his wife in 1962, and when she
mentioned the sighting, he tried to "knock holes in her story." Jay said in jest: "I married her
anyway." Here is Mr. Tanzer's account ofthe incident, which he forwarded to different
groups and individuals:
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"The sighting was made by three girls from Emporium, Pennsylvania [Kay
Montgomery, Gloria Harford, and Rita], one of whom is now my wife, shortly
before 10 a.m., June 25, 1960, while driving north on Route 155 near Turtlepoint, Pennsylvania. They thought they saw a formation of planes coming over
the hills to the east ofRoute 155; quickly realizing the objects were not planes,
they parked and got out for a closer look. The objects were of defmite shape,
round on the bottom, curved on top with no wings, and orange or bronze in co lor.
There were nine such objects, flying level and evenly spaced in a box formation.
[See below] They moved very slowly to the southwest and were in view 10-15
minutes before climbing, one rank at a time, up and over a range of hills about two
miles to the west of the highway. There was no sound. Just after the objects had
crossed the highway, the girls had run north toward the objects to keep them in
better view; the objects then hovered between the road and railroad track; which
frightened the girls. The girls, therefore, stopped. After hovering probably well
under one minute, the objects resumed motion.
"The girls immediately drove to Eldred, Pennsylvania, where they reported the
incident to David D. Feheley, a local insurance and real estate man." (xx.)
(xx.)

Letter: To: UFO Research Institute, Suite 311 , 508 Grant Street, Pittsburgh,
Penilsylvania, 15219. From: Jay Tanzer, RD #1 , Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania,
19317. Date: 13 September 68.

Box formation:

* * *·

***
***
Mr. Feheley passed the information along to a friend in Olean, New York, Harold Lunberg,
who apparently expressed an interest in UFOs. The friend, in turn, forwarded the information
to a local disc jockey, who, we assume, also expressed an interest.
We have Feheley' s letter to Lunberg, which includes additional detail and his own opinions.
The objects, according to the girls, appeared to be "floating" rather than flying, traveling approximately southwest. Mr. Feheley wrote: "Normally I do not pay too much attention to this
type ofthing, but, in this case I was impressed both with the description of the 'thing' or
'things' as well as by the interest and sincerity of the ladies. Had they not seen something
they surely would not have bothered to go to the trouble of talking to anyone on the matter."
(xx.)
(xx.)

Letter: To: Harold E. Lundberg, 757 Bishop Street, Olean, New York. From:
Don Feheley (Address not available) Date: 25 June 60.

Mr. Tanzer, a research supervisor for the DuPont Company, made an effort to be objective
and thorough. He checked newspaper microfilms and contacted radio stations. The radio
people kept no files and nothing turned up in the press. He then contacted Kay and Gloria.
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25 June. "Sunlands area." 24 miles from Uitenhage, Natal, Africa. (11:30 a.m.)
From a vertical position to a horizontal one.
A newspaper printed:
"'Farmers yesterday were still searching for a mysterious object which hovered in the
sky for about a minute and then appeared to 'land' in the Sunlands area, 24 miles from
Uitenhage on Saturday (June 25). Mr. Carl Coetzee, a citrus farmer, and his son, Christofel, 18, saw the object when they were out hunting on their farm at 11:30 a.m. Watching the object, which appeared about 30 feet long, Mr. Coetzee and his son saw it 'hovering' in one place before moving in an easterly direction before it got into a range of hills,
a mile away. Other farmers also saw the object and a search was made.'
"One of the witnesses wrote Mr. Bayman [correspondent for England's Flying Saucer
Review] as follows: 'When I saw the object for the frrst time, it was stationary. It did not
at first approach me ... there was a slight up and down movement. At this stage the object
was in a vertical position. From this movement it turned on its back and when in a horiwntal position it moved off in an easterly direction. I would say that a darker object at its
nose was a second appendage [?]. As it appeared to me, height was m1)re or less 200 and
about 250-300 yards from me.'" (xx.)
(xx.)

Flying Saucer Review. January-February 1961. Vol.7, No. I. p.29. (News quote from
The Eastern Province Herald. 30 June 60).

29 June. Concord, Massachusetts. (8 :45 p.m.)
A small puff of smoke.
A news story said:
"A bright orange light suddenly appeared in the twilight ofthe soft summer evening.
Moving slowly and silently across the northwest sky, it came to a stop, and emitted a
small puff of smoke. The elliptical, eye-shaped thing hovered for a moment, then slowly disappeared into the quickly darkening sky.
"A nightmare, a scene from a science fiction thriller? No. According to Mrs. Alvan
Fox, this phenomenal incident took place last June 29 at 8:45 p.m., and was seen from
her back yard on Martin Road by her, her children, and one of their friends. It was not,
as some skeptics have suggested, a Hanscom field aircraft. She sees dozens of jets daily
and knows almost by heart their designs and light patterns. And this vehicle was soundless." (xx.)
(xx.)

Lowell, Massachusetts. Sun. 20 November 60.
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Bob Pratt's book, UFO Danger Zone, is a must read for students of the UFO mystery.
Pratt's details the intense UFO activity in Brazil during the 1970s thru the 1990s. Most
of the activity, as in the year 1960, occurred in the thinly populated, underdeveloped,
northeast section of the country. Just why that is, is another big mystery of the many
mysteries involved in the UFO problem. Of more concern, however, is that Pratt's data
demostrates that UFOs are not harmless, which undercuts the U.S. Air Force' s main assertion "that UFOs are not a threat."
Pratt, Bob. UFO Danger Zone. Horus House Press, Inc.: Madison, Wisconsin,
August 1996.
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The Spark, written and published by England's Arthur Constance, who also, \Vas the
author of book The Inexplicable Sky, proved to be a disappointment for UFOlogists,
at least in regards to its initial issue (It may have been the first and last). Very little
in the way of UFO information was included. Mr. Constance claimed to have a
collection of 6,000,000 notes on mysterious phenomena.

