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BR: Brad Runyon
INT: Tom Tulien and Jan Aldrich
BR:

—very exciting meeting one of those up in the air. You know, not
knowing about it.

INT:

Okay. I think I’m ready.

INT:

We’re guessing you must have gone into the Air Force in 1955 or
something—

BR:

No. Okay, I graduated from High School in ’60, and college in ’65 and I
went in right after that.
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INT:

Oh, because you were flying for 13 years.

BR:

Yeah, well no. I think that was Major Partin. I was only in for 7 years.
[At this time we had mistaken an AF Form 117 sighting report form
submitted by Major Partin, as having been submitted by Brad Runyon. It
is not until later in the interview that we clarify this confusion -TMT].

INT:

Okay, so just sort of give us some background—some early history.

BR:

Okay, so anyway, actually Minot was my first B-52 assignment, and then
from there I went to Carswell in Texas before going over to Viet Nam—
had two tours over there.

INT:

Where’d you do your training?

BR:

At Del Rio, Texas and Laughlin Air Force Base was my initial training,
and so then B-52 school—Castle in California.

INT:

Okay, I got to pause here—could you start that over? Sorry.

BR:

Okay. Well, anyway after graduating college at the University of Florida,
then I went to pilot training at Del Rio in Texas, graduated there and went
to B-52 school in Castle Air Force Base, California.

INT:

Okay. So it was a school specifically for B-52’s?

BR:

Yes, it was for B-52’s, and so my first assignment was at Minot Air Force
Base in the B-52 H, which was our newest B-52 at that time, which still is
our newest B-52.

INT:

And the H refers to what?

BR:

Uh, just the model. They start out with the experimental B-52 A and then
B and then the C’s—B-52 C’s were the first combat aircraft that they had.
Then they had the D’s, E’s, F’s, G’s and H’s.

INT:

Okay, yeah. We were wondering—I think Bernard thought it was an
instructor’s plane. That’s not true?

BR:

No. The first planes, you know, had a tall tail—a 48-foot high tail and oh,
flexible wings—wing tips would go up and down 33 feet. Well then they
went to the G model and shortened the tail by a few feet and stiffened the
wing and it would only go up and 31 feet, which—that’s more scary, you
know just see your wing tip going up and down 30 feet when you’re
flying, and so then on the G model they brought the tail gunner forward,
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put a camera in the tail. Well, so at Minot we had the H model, which was
built in 1960 and it was their newest plane. Well they put different
engines, a whole lot more powerful engines then the other planes had and
a gunner still up front but this time he doesn’t have a camera, so if you go
to war, you just—he just sets the gun so if anything comes in the firing
range they just automatically fire. So you know, we didn’t have a camera
or a gunner in the back of the airplane to look out for us in that direction.
INT:

Yeah. So you only had a camera for the radarscope?

BR:

Yes. Plus we have our Bombay cameras so, whenever we drop bombs
why we can see their impact, and so forth.

INT:

So you were first stationed at Minot—what year was that?

BR:

Oh, I guess ’67. Late ’66 or 7.

INT:

Okay.

BR:

Yeah.

INT:

And what were you doing there?

BR:

I was co-pilot initially and—

INT:

Instructor or?

BR:

Okay, well after I was there for a while then they selected me for the
standardization evaluation unit, which is—we gave the check rides for
other aircrews at our base, so I was an instructor co-pilot at that time.

INT:

And why were the B-52’s stationed at Minot?

BR:

Well this is during the Cold War and then we had nuclear weapons on
them so we were—well we had a certain number on alert at all times, and,
you know, and different times then we had ‘em on alert in the air loaded
with nuclear bombs.

INT:

So the concern was coming out of—

BR:

Out of Russia over the North Pole.

INT:

You were tied in with that whole northern tier.

BR:

Yes, uh-huh.
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INT:

I mean, there was a lot of activity in the ‘70’s at those facilities. I mean
UFO-type activity.

BR:

Oh, okay.

INT:

Where do we go now? So you’d been there a year before this incident
occurred?

BR:

Probably about 2 years, because I’d been in Stanboard for a while, and
you don’t just start out in Stanboard.

INT:

Stanboard? What exactly does that mean?

BR:

Standardization Evaluation [Board]. You want all the crews to be
standardized in all their activity they do in their plane, and then we
evaluate ‘em—make so, you know, instead of having one crew that can
only work with one crew then you can take a member from another crew
and they’ll—all crew members are interchangeable that way.

INT:

Now before this incident happened, were there any other—

BR:

Well, none that I was involved in. Yeah, well there was just talk, you
know, of tales in the area from things that happened, but nothing that I
personally knew about.

INT:

You hadn’t heard about many previous other—there was an incident in
’67 at Minot, wasn’t there? You didn’t know about it?

BR:

No, I really didn’t, and unless it was in the newspaper, but no one would
tell us. Just like after our incident, why I have no idea what Major Partin,
who was the pilot in the airplane at the time—I have no idea what he said
and—or what anyone else said. Just what I was told, you know, in the
debriefing afterwards.

INT:

So you guys didn’t talk about it?

BR:

No, we never talked about it. Matter of fact I never talked about it at all
until many years later. For one thing I have a son who’s in the Air Force.
He’s a major now and didn’t want to do anything to jeopardize his career.

INT:

Were you under a security order?

BR:

No, it was more implied than anything.

INT:

Yeah. Of course.
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BR:

Yeah. Yeah like they just—it was mentioned—the fines and penalties,
you know if anything was said that shouldn’t be said.

INT:

Okay. Why don’t we talk about the sighting itself, which was 24th of
October—

BR:

Of ’68. Well, we’d been flying for 10 hours at this time—

INT:

What was your route at that time?

BR:

Well, it was just a typical training mission. We take off and air re-fuel, do
a high altitude navigation training for the navigators and low-level route in
the—oh, just air work, and then usually come back into a few touch and
go landings. But, in 10 hours, you know, we’d fly all over the United
States, Canada and so on.

INT:

Okay. And that was your regular routine now?

BR:

Yes, just a regular routine.

INT:

I mean, were you doing that every day, or—

BR:

Well some planes were doing it everyday, but my typical routine would be
to spend, oh, a week on nuclear alert, then have 4 days off after being
there for 7 days, and then fly twice during the week, and then go on alert
for another week and then fly two or three times again. So basically, we
were on alert more than anything.

INT:

Were you carrying weapons?

BR:

At the time of this incident?

INT:

Well, during your missions. Was that a normal routine?

BR:

Okay. Part of the time we were carrying weapons and part of the planes
were always on nuclear alert, loaded with weapons, and this particular
airplane that I was flying was a FSAGA, which was the First Sortie After
Ground Alert, but I think nuclear weapons had been downloaded before
we went on this training mission. But they weren’t always, but we
accidentally lost so many nuclear bombs on the United States that, you
know, they started taking ‘em off the planes.

INT:

During your time there, was there ever an incident where there was an
apparent breach?
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BR:

No. Well, you were mentioning about security. One time one of our
gunners accidentally stepped on the red line in front of a nuclear loaded B52 and just by stepping on the line, not even going across it, you know, he
was escorted at gun point well, back to interrogation and so forth, but
anyway he got frost bite and all he did was go to step on a line.

INT:

Oh yeah.

BR:

Yeah that’s serious. Yes.

INT:

Okay, so let’s talk about your sighting. Let’s get back to talking about
that. So you’d been up 10 hours—

BR:

Yes.

INT:

—coming back into Minot at that time?

BR:

Right. I really can’t remember whether we had just been in the area or
whether we had come back from a bomb run someplace or whatever, but
yeah, we had been out for 10 hours and well, we came in—I was at 20,000
feet and being the co-pilot I handled the radios, so I requested permission
to make a penetration to land and so when I did this, why the controllers
came back and said that they would like me to check on something if I
wouldn’t mind. I said, “Well, I’ve been flying for 10 hours, but if it’s
important I’ll go check on it,’ and they said, “Well, we think it’s
important,” so I said, “Alright, give me a vector,” and so they pointed me
in a certain direction and we started flying out there and I got to thinking,
pilot, what am I looking for? So I called and I said, “What is it that I’m
looking for?” And they said, “Well, you’ll know it if you find it.’ That
sort of got our curiosity up. So anyway a few minutes later my navigator
said, “Pilot,” he said, “we have something coming towards us,” he says,
“And it’s coming fast,” and then the radar navigator said, it’s coming so
fast that it can’t avoid us and we were all ready to—ready for impact and
so anyway, his voice really came up real high and you know, we thought
we were going to be hit. And of course he’s filming his radar scope at this
time and so uh, you know, after, well, the next day they checked his film
and with the clocks and everything around the scope they determined the
object was coming at roughly 3,000 miles per hour and then it just stopped
dead off the right wing or off the tail, being in the right seat.

INT:

From what direction did it approach?

BR:

I’m not positive, but I remember looking back to my—

INT:

You didn’t see it out of your windshield?
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BR:

No. All I could see was a real heavy haze right where the thing should
have been and I couldn’t—but I thought it came from our right rear and so
it was approaching us from behind and from the right. Well, so the
navigator said, you know, it’s stopped right there and you know, just off
our tail, off the right side of the airplane, and so I’m looking around trying
to find it ‘cause all I can see is just a haze right there and I couldn’t see
anything visually at that time. But, then our radios went out that time and
we couldn’t talk to the ground or anything, so it just stayed there for a few
minutes, few seconds. We’re just flying along, same heading. And so
then—

INT:

Let me ask you one more question. I don’t know if you can determine
this—it approached and dead stopped or it decelerated?

BR:

No, it stopped dead because—

INT:

Dead?

BR:

Yes. Yeah.

INT:

I mean that must have been curious to the radar operator.

BR:

Oh it scared him to death. I mean they were getting ready to eject.

INT:

And how did he know it came up at 3,000?

BR:

Okay, well they—he just knew it was coming fast, but he has clocks all
around his scope and everything is timed and filmed and when they
develop the film or check the film the next day then the bomb nav
department said that was the speed.

INT:

3,000 miles per hour?

BR:

Uh-huh. Yeah.

INT:

And dead stopped?

BR:

Well, it decelerated to the same speed that we were, which was 4, or 5,
600 miles per hour.

INT:

But the point is it could have decelerated to your speed without the radar
operator having seen it? You follow?

BR:

Okay.
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INT:

I’m saying it’s hard to believe that that thing just ‘Whoom!’ and hit your
speed.

BR:

Right. Yeah, that’s true.

INT:

Would he have missed that deceleration?

BR:

No, ‘cause it was—it just came too fast and you know, they were watching
it and, anyway they probably— it wasn’t going to slow down at all, then
all of a sudden it just stopped right there and stayed right with us at this
same spot.

INT:

They were prepared to eject—

BR:

Yeah. Yeah they were. And we were too.

INT:

Oh, from the plane?

BR:

Yeah right, we thought it was going to impact us.

INT:

So from the first time that he saw the object, how long did it take for it to
get up next to you?

BR:

It was a matter of seconds, but I just don’t know.

INT:

Yeah, but he didn’t watch it for a couple of minutes and then...

BR:

No.

INT:

It was just coming at you—

BR:

Yes, uh-huh.

INT:

So it came into the radar range and he saw it?

BR:

Yeah. Of course I’m not sure what he had his radar scope set for—what
range, but you know, they’d set ‘em for different ranges for different
things, but they probably had a very long field of view at that time. Well,
when we’re down low-level then you’d set it for 10 miles, or a 10-mile
range, but at the high-level it would have been for a lot more than that.

INT:

Okay. So you had the regular pilot there, right?

BR:

Yes. Right.

INT:

The check pilot [Partin]. And you said that the regular pilot left?
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BR:

Yeah, he didn’t want to be involved in the UFO sighting, so he went to the
back room, the pilot’s compartment. And we have a bunk and so he didn’t
want to be involved in it at all.

INT:

Now are you talking about James Partin?

BR:

No, Don Cagle.

INT:

Okay.

BR:

Yeah, I’m sure he’s retired from Delta now, but yeah, he was going for an
interview at Delta the next day and didn’t want to tell them he had seen a
UFO.

INT:

‘Oh by the way—’ [laughs]

BR:

Yeah, right. So basically it was Major Partin and me in the pilots’
positions.

INT:

How many other people were onboard?

BR:

Okay, well we would have had our full crew, which would be 2 navigators
and a gunner and then an electronics warfare officer.

INT:

Okay.

BR:

And I believe that was all we had on the site and then just Major Partin
was the extra crewman at the time.

INT:

You didn’t utilize your ECM equipment?

BR:

Uh, no. They would have had it shut down. At that time they would have
been doing paperwork, getting ready, you know, to land.

INT:

Okay, so let’s just go from there.

BR:

Well, so then after—I don’t know how long, but just seconds or minutes at
the most, then the object on the radarscope went to the other side of the
airplane and it stayed a mile, a mile and a half, something or other like that
just off the left tail of the airplane.

INT:

Did it go over or—?

BR:

No it didn’t. It went straight—just drifted straight across behind the plane.
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INT:

Okay. So it went behind you?

BR:

Yes, right. So then we all just—no, it just stayed with us, so—

INT:

Now at that point could you see it?

BR:

I don’t know whether Major Partin could or not. See, it was on his side
and so, I just don’t know and I never discussed it with him afterwards.
But anyway it’s still on radar and anyway of course our radar was just skin
painting the object which—well the air traffic controller radar will skin
paint, but we also have the IFF codes, and of course this object didn’t have
an IFF code, but so, but anyway the nav team said that at that position,
anyway, the size of their skin paint was possibly 6 times as large as a skin
paint of a tanker. See, when we air re-fuel and the nav team has to count
down the mileage and the yardage until we’re hooked up with the tanker
and so, they know exactly what a tanker looks like on their skin paint on
the radar scope at that particular distance. Anyway, they said it was, you
know 5 to 6 times as large as the tanker was. So anyway I was a little bit
anxious. I just couldn’t request permission to vary anything. I mean once
they tell you to fly a certain altitude and a certain direction, you do that
until you’re told otherwise or request permission to change. So we weren’t
getting any place and I figure I better land the airplane, so I just told Major
Partin, I said, “Let’s just go ahead and land,” without clearance, so we just
started penetration. The nav team lined us up at the runway, and or maybe
we used their other nav aids, I don’t remember. So we were making a
straight in approach to Minot Air Force Base and the object stayed with
us, same spot essentially. And when we were about 10 miles from the—

INT:

Let me ask you a question—now at your approach are you decelerating
and losing altitude.

BR:

Yes, uh-huh.

INT:

So it’s staying with you?

BR:

Yeah. Okay, so now we were several hundred miles per hour cruising and
then as we penetrated and it was—we had a certain speed that we’d
penetrate at but it was much less than a cruising speed.

INT:

When you say penetrate—entering Minot?

BR:

Well penetrate—I just mean yeah, penetrate the area, but depart flight
level 2-0-0 for the base, so yeah, we just started to down throttle back and,
you know, started down.

INT:

Is this where your experience went more difficult?
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BR:

Oh, our radios were out from the time the thing got close to us. And our
radios never came back in until 10 miles from the runway, and the
navigator said that it set down on the ground and it was off to our left and
so anyway, just a few seconds later then our radios came back in so we
continued our approach on into Minot.

INT:

In your flying experience, did it ever occur where your radios went dead
like that at other times?

BR:

Uh no. Actually I’ve never had one of our radios go completely bad in a
B-52, period.

INT:

So it seemed like it was connected to—

BR:

Oh, it definitely was. And, plus we had 2 different radios and both of
them were just completely dead.

INT:

You changed frequency also, didn’t you?

BR:

Yes, oh yeah.

INT:

Changing frequency didn’t help at all?

BR:

No, uh-uh. No, the radios were just completely dead and so anyway I
don’t remember whether we made it touch and go. But anyway we
proceeded on to the base and then we had a general officer came on the
radio and told us to go back and—but, I mean, he could have been patched
in from anyplace—he told us to go back and fly over the object. I really
don’t remember whether we had film in our Bombay cameras, but we
were supposed to take over and fly—over fly the thing and observe it and
take pictures if we could. So I never discussed with the nav team whether
they were able to take Bombay pictures or not. But anyway, the ground
control radar took over and they vectored us back out and put us, just right
over the far end of the object.

INT:

Now, they knew it had landed?

BR:

Yes.

INT:

Did your onboard radar—did they know it was—?

BR:

Oh yeah, they knew, you know, right where it set down.

11

SOHP - Bradford Runyon – May 2000
INT:

But both you guys knew where this thing is?

BR:

Yeah.

INT:

Now when it left your side—the side of the plane, did it move in front of
you?

BR:

No. On our penetration, why it was behind us just a little bit off to the side
and so once it stayed on the ground, you know—

INT:

It just dropped down?

BR:

Well, we were then a thousand, two thousand feet above the ground, so,
yeah, it just—when we stopped the descent then they just kept on going
and just, you know. Anyway the nav team just said that it set down. But
anyway, it departed from us, or it stayed there and then we went on. So,
anyway, we were vectored back around over the thing and actually another
pattern by—well, on our downwind leg, or base leg, then perpendicular to
the runway, we were just to the outside of it, so Major Partin could look
right down into—over the object. I was in the right seat so I had to look
sort of across the airplane. Well, anyway our radios went out again and I
was talking on the radios to the ground controllers and they said that—of
course every time the radios went out, you know, they thought we had a
problem or something and they mentioned that our radios went dead in
mid-word, not mid-sentence, just the word broke off.

INT:

So you’re going to land, the radios are out—when the object dropped
away from you, the radios came back?

BR:

Well after we gained some separation from ‘em, yes.

INT:

And it’s at that point they said the thing landed we want you to go back?

BR:

Yeah. Right.

INT:

So you had to turn around to go back?

BR:

Yes. Yeah we turned around, went back and over flew it and we came
back in and landed.

INT:

Okay, sorry. Go ahead.

BR:

Okay, so anyway, now we’d go around it. By then, you know, we’re
looking. We’re surrounded by the airplane too, close to the ground, you
know, things go by real fast so I didn’t have a real long time to look at the
object, but I could see the part that was—you know, everyone said it was
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glowing, but well anyway, there was pretty much an egg-shaped object on
the ground, okay? It was lined up with the runway, but the orange
glowing part, which looked like either molten metal or lava, something
like that—it wasn’t shiny or glowing or anything. I mean it was, you
know, just, well it was dull.
INT:

It didn’t look like it was radiating?

BR:

No, it didn’t look like it was radiating. It was you know it was just—
looked like lava or molten metal, okay? But the one part that sort of made
me wonder whether the thing turned around or why it was pointed in the
direction it was, then there was a shiny tubular section that came from the
end away from the runway, okay? So it’s not you know, the part that I
thought was the control center, okay? So anyway, it was smooth metallic
looking, round tunnel. Then it attached to sort of a crescent moon-shaped
object which sort of wrapped around the one end of the larger mass, and it
was smooth, shiny, metallic-looking, and…

INT:

It was like a bumper?

BR:

Yeah, only bigger, I mean it was a pretty good size too.

INT:

The bumper was separated from the object?

BR:

Yes, by this tunnel-like thing, okay? But it was, like I said, where the
object was, you know, curved on the back end, or the front end—
whichever it was, the metallic part also had the same curvature and it was
the same width as the rest of it, but, you know, it just wasn’t very long.
Yeah, I tried looking in there, but I couldn’t—I could see some lights, and
it seems to me like I can remember green and yellow, but I just don’t
know. There were lights and I thought I should be able to see objects in
there. We went over real fast and I really couldn’t distinguish anything
inside.

INT:

But you assumed there was something inside? It appeared as though there
were but you couldn’t identify it, or what?

BR:

Well, I just assumed there was something in there ‘cause I could see some
lights and it looked like I could see back inside, you know for part of the
front view of it.

INT:

Could you also see the ground?

BR:

Oh yeah.

INT:

Was this thing illuminating at all?
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BR:

No, I don’t think so. It was sort of shiny and it was lit up a bit.

INT:

Was it very bright?

BR:

It was, well it’s really hard to say. It was readily identifiable. I mean the
outline was just as clear as it could be and…

INT:

And the coloring was—?

BR:

And the coloring was just fine, and looked like sheet metal or something
like that. That was just, you know, illuminated real well.

INT:

So you over flew that thing quick?

BR:

Right. Yeah. See, we went back at about 150, 200 mph, so, you know,
within would’ve been probably 1,000 feet above it. But, you can see
objects on the ground real well. It was real clear there on the ground.

INT:

So when did the radio come back on again?

BR:

Okay, well it went off again then. Because the controllers were asking me,
you know if we had it and so forth. I’m talking to them. And then after we
went by it and turned towards the runway again then the radios came back
in. Of course they had me change and trying different frequencies and
everything, but there wasn’t anything wrong with the radios. So we were
instructed to send one of the crewmembers to tell someone about what we
had observed. And since Major Partin’s a little bit more senior than I was,
being a—I’m not sure whether I was a Lieutenant or a Captain at the time,
but anyway he went in to tell what he had seen and so I have no idea what
he said. We never discussed it afterwards.

INT:

Yeah. Aside from the report?

BR:

Yeah right, and—

INT:

Can we pause and we’ll switch tapes?

BR:

Okay. I was graduated. One is Joseph Ralston who’s a four-star general.
He’s the one that would have been the chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff if
he hadn’t have been unfaithful to his wife when they were separated, you
know, 11 years earlier. So he’ll be head of the allied forces in Europe.
Same position that Eisenhower had during the Second World War, so,
anyway, one of my classmates is in charge of that now.

INT:

Back on. Where were we?
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BR:

Okay, yeah. We had finished our observation and went in and landed and
Major Partin went in for the UFO debriefing.

INT:

Now, they debriefed you later on?

BR:

Yes. Okay, after everyone had been debriefed and the Air Force officials
came in that night or the next day, well then we were briefed on what had
gone on. So that’s when we were told what started it. You want me to—?

INT:

Yes, please.

BR:

Okay. Well, so while we’re out flying around, then an alarm goes off in
one of the missile silos and anyway, so turns out that—this is what was
told to us at the briefing by a general officer the following day. So Air
Police were dispatched to check on the missile alarm and so the first Air
Policemen that were sent out didn’t check in when it should have so they
sent others to check on ‘em and the second group found the first group
unconscious around their vehicle with the paint burned off the top of the
vehicle, and when they came to they said that, you know, something—
some object had—they thought it was going to sit down on top of ‘em and
so they started running. That’s the last that they knew, but it didn’t squash
their vehicle or anything so it didn’t sit down on them. But anyway it turns
out that the reason that the alarms were set off was the 20-ton concrete lid
covering the top of the missile silo had been removed and a chain link
fence around the thing had been squashed and there was radioactivity
around and the inner alarm down inside of the silo had also been activated.
Well, it turns out that there were two ways to remove the concrete lid.
You either have a large crane that’d lift 20 tons and set it off to the side, or
have explosive charges that blow it off in case one launched a missile to
go to war. Explosive charges hadn’t been activated.

INT:

Right. So these things aren’t on a mechanism that—?

BR:

No, no it’s just sitting—it’s just a big concrete lid just sitting on top of it.

INT:

In order to fire that missile they have to blow that?

BR:

They blow it off. Yeah.

INT:

But the thing was moved to the side?

BR:

Yeah, it was just off to the side some place. It wasn’t on top of it—the
missile silo anyway.

INT:

Now there’s a chain link fence then?
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BR:

Yes, uh-uh.

INT:

Tight around the silo?

BR:

Well, just to keep—mainly to keep animals out and I guess people and a
part of it had been flattened. Just squashed. There weren’t any tracks
around other than, you know, just right there at the chain link fence.

INT:

Now we want to point out that the written account of this sighting doesn’t
say anything…

BR:

No, this was just told to us. Now that’s why it was such of an important
nature to the Air Force, because of the missiles they had checked out.

INT:

But in there they said that errors had regularly—or not regularly, but had
incidents at one or two times where they didn’t have a good control over
the keys that gave access to the silo, to the perimeter fence and airmen
sometimes—Air Police sometimes unlocked those as either a prank or—
not as a prank, but probably as some way to get even with their
superiors—cause a lot of paperwork.

BR:

Right.

INT:

And they said in the paperwork that they didn’t consider this a serious
matter.

BR:

Well, you know, like I said, you just could step on a line where you’re not
supposed to be and you’re escorted at gun point, but with the two-man
policy no one person is around anything having to do with a nuclear
weapon without a second person observing him. Plus, you know, it
involves keys and everything else.

INT:

Oh yeah? It’s hard to imagine that keys were not under strict control.

BR:

Right. And I’m not even sure what the keys would have anything to do
with a missile out there where it was anyway, ‘cause there isn’t any access
to the missile. I mean you just have the ring of the 10 missile silos around
the command center where there were keys and combination locks to get
into the command center, which is underground. But these missiles were
just out there in the fields with fences around them and concrete lids
sitting on top of them.

INT:

But they don’t worry about them too much.
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BR:

No, they don’t. Right. A person can go up there and drive a truck, drive
right over the top of it unless they don’t do anything.

INT:

All that happened that night?

BR:

Yes. Uh-huh.

INT:

After your sighting or—?

BR:

No, it was before my sighting.

INT:

Oh, okay.

BR:

But that’s why, you know, everyone was up in arms and that’s why they
had us go out and see what’s going on.

INT:

Why did they tell you the next day?

BR:

Okay, why’d they tell us what?

INT:

About the incidents with the missile.

BR:

Oh, because it was—well, I’m sure they didn’t tell everyone. They just,
you know, told people with top-secret security clearances and it was just
such a matter of importance that involves national security whenever you
have your nuclear missiles tampered with.

INT:

Yeah. Okay.

BR:

Well some—they mentioned that some of the Air Police on the ground at
one of the command centers saw the UFO. They saw us go over one time
and they saw the UFO go up and join up with us.

INT:

A number of them did?

BR:

Yes. Yeah, there were 14 different situations that—

INT:

Yeah. The report is interesting because it says something about the
ground radar didn't really have an object on it.

BR:

Yeah, well the ground radar vectored us to the thing and then it vectored
us over it again.

INT:

Do you think there’s anyway that they could’ve vectored you on the object
without radar?
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BR:

No, not with the precision that they did it.

INT:

So that makes that report sort of questionable also?

BR:

Yeah, and the fact that our cameras malfunctioned and you know, they
really didn’t film the things that the film showed that they’d filmed and
that the radios all of a sudden just went dead, and then all of a sudden
came back to life again.

INT:

Yeah there are too many incidents that are unique. Did they have any
further follow-up? Did people come from another base to talk to you?

BR:

No, no one interviewed me, period. Just Major Partin was the only one
from our crew was interviewed at all.

INT:

You filled out a report form, didn’t you?

BR:

I think I did. I don’t even remember whether I did or not.

INT:

Okay. Yeah, there’s a report in the file.

BR:

Okay. Mm-hmmm.

INT:

It’s pretty minimal.

BR:

Yeah. We were afraid to say anything.

INT:

You were intentionally not saying anything?

BR:

Right. No, I had a pretty good military career right then, I didn’t want to
jeopardize that.

INT:

Are you retired from the—?

BR:

No, when I strained my eyes, you know, in Vietnam, well then I couldn’t
fly anymore and they kicked me out but I couldn’t fly any more and, well,
I just couldn’t stand the thought of everyone else being promoted and then
my not being promoted, so, like I said, I had a former classmate—four-star
general, and my buddy that was in advanced survival training is a chief of
staff of the Air Force right now.

INT:

Oh yeah?

BR:

Yeah. And then another guy is, you know the vice chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.
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INT:

Oh really?

BR:

Yeah, I was in an elite group.

INT:

Yeah.

BR:

So anyway, you know, without flying I wouldn’t have been promoted as
fast as a pilot would be promoted.

INT:

So you did one tour in Viet Nam?

BR:

Well I had two TDY tours. Instead of sending us over for a year, they sent
us over for six months, and then they could send us back at any time
without waiting a long period. So I had two TDY tours, one as a co-pilot
one and an aircraft commander.

INT:

Flying bombing missions?

BR:

Yes, uh-huh. Yes. I dropped roughly 3,600 tons of bombs on Viet Nam.

INT:

Oh you did? Was that in the South or in the North?

BR:

It was all over the part that was in the North. Now, it wasn’t supposed to
be known about I guess. I was there at the time that we were allowed to
bomb the North and Laos and Cambodia. Just anyplace we needed to
bomb.

INT:

Oh, so you went into Cambodia and dropped?

BR:

Oh yeah.

INT:

What else could we ask about that? Well you’ve seen the Blue Book
documents. What is your opinion of those?

BR:

Oh, it was just a cover up.

INT:

What’s your opinion of Quintanilla’s conclusion that it was a ball of
plasma.

BR:

No. I don’t know anything about plasma, but ball of anything just can’t
stop like it did and do the things that this thing did.

INT:

Yeah.
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BR:

And the object we saw on the ground, you know, it wasn’t—well, it was
different types of material. It wasn’t just a big ball of glowing anything.
It had different features to it.

INT:

Did it ever demonstrate any other colors other than that sort of orangish?

BR:

No, just on the main body part it was just that orangish color. The part,
you know, I thought was the cabin, the control center, so forth—now it
had colors inside it. I mean the colors I saw really weren’t really on the
outside. I looked inside; they were back inside.

INT:

After this incident did you ever have another incident anything like this?

BR:

No. No, I never have.

INT:

Have you ever heard of something unusual like this being picked up by a
radar operator? I’m curious about plasma balls. The report says a plasma
ball was picked up—ball lightning was picked up by radar out there.

BR:

No. Well, no. That’s just something I field anyway I just steer it and they
tell me where to go. So, one time I had a round light follow me around a
level route, but it was just a light, but every time I would change course it
would change course too. I never got close enough to see anything.

INT:

So there was no follow-up? I mean, what about the base commanders must
have been worked up over this?

BR:

Oh yeah, yeah. They were all excited. Well, I really don’t know what all
went on, you see. After everything—

INT:

Well, I only know it from the correspondence ‘cause they [SAC] were
telling Quintanilla to give them an explanation quickly to cool this down.

BR:

Yeah. So, you know, none of us went over it again. After that debriefing
by the general all through the next day, it was never brought up again, you
know, in my presence.

INT:

Now was that the base commander?

BR:

No, it was I really don’t remember who the general was. It was someone
over our wing and our unit there that came in just for this. It was serious
enough, you know, to bring a general officer in to check it out.

INT:

Did they check your plane after? Did they check the radar equipment?
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BR:

Well, they just—according to the records, I don’t know. Of course any
time there’s a malfunction then the maintenance goes over it, but we
didn’t have any malfunction. Everything was working properly. No, there
wasn’t anything wrong with the airplane.

INT:

Yeah. And you mentioned too that where the thing had sat down, there
were radiation readings.

BR:

Okay, no. The radiation readings were at the missile silo.

INT:

Okay.

BR:

And I’m not sure about what was found, you know where it set on the
ground. They did—supposedly they were going to go back out there and
check that out but I don’t know what they found.

INT:

Yeah, because it appears as if something came down smashed the fence?

BR:

Oh yeah, right. It just—yeah, there weren’t any tracks leading to it.

INT:

How tall were those fences?

BR:

I just don’t know.

INT:

10 feet or something?

BR:

Yeah, they were supposed to, you know. keep people and animals out.

INT:

So something must have come down right on top of it?

BR:

Right, yeah, ‘cause they said there weren’t any tracks leading up to it or
away from it—from where it was squashed.

INT:

Let’s take a short break. [Continues] So and here’s your picture. [Looking
at Runyon’s drawing in the CUFOS questionnaire].

BR:

Okay. Oh yeah right. And see—

INT:

You’re saying you looked down and you saw a light in there?

BR:

Okay, yeah. I saw a light in this part here, I couldn’t—

INT:

Between the egg-shape and the protrusion?
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BR:

No, I saw, well, I could see just a dark background under there. You
know, I could see lights. See I’m coming by this way and I’m looking in
here and so I could see lights in there.

INT:

In this object—the protrusion?

BR:

Right. Inside of there through—and see, the runway is this way, and so
you would think that it would be flying that away—which it was turned
around 180 ° from what I would’ve expected.

INT:

Would the object then apparently fly that way?

BR:

Well, either that or it turned around when it landed.

INT:

That’s the only time you saw it—when it was on the ground?

BR:

Right, that’s the only time I visually saw it, yeah.

INT:

Okay. So your degree is in industrial engineering?

BR:

Yes.

INT:

And you were 26 at the time?

BR:

Right.

INT:

I mean did you know some of the other witnesses?

BR:

No, I didn’t know anyone.

INT:

—Adams, Jablonski—?

BR:

No, I didn’t know any of them.

INT:

So how many people were at Minot at that time—a lot of people?

BR:

5,000 on the base.

INT:

Yeah, okay. So you were segregated out?

BR:

Oh yes. Uh-huh.

INT:

So you were out at the air base and…
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BR:

Yes. Okay, and so our security personnel were—that I was involved
with—would be security for the airplanes themselves, and the missiles had
their different security personnel.

INT:

I think one thing we want to ask is what the general—did he say anything
about what he thought it was?

BR:

No. No he didn’t. It just got their—it just got his attention. He was real
concerned.

INT:

And the sequences of events that they—

BR:

Okay, I was just looking at it yesterday and as far as I can
remember…Yeah I noticed that on my radio talk with the ground control
and so forth, they stopped it on our initial approach and they didn’t have it
going back around again.

INT:

Yeah, exactly.

BR:

And so I got to thinking, you know, they don’t have it in here where, you
know, it says we flew over the object. So anyway, you know, that was
extra, and then anyway I didn’t notice that part.

INT:

So there are just a few things that they omitted?

BR:

Yeah, they stopped it before we went back over it—instructed to go back
around and overfly.

INT:

In a way what they reported downplayed the incident.

BR:

Yes. It is incomplete, yeah. It would’ve, you know, say it was on the tape
and it would’ve been on the radio, but, general such and such—actually he
came over, he said, “this is general such and such” and I want you to go
back and over fly the thing, so that isn’t in the radio logs anyway.

INT:

Yeah. I mean here’s your report that you filed.

BR:

Oh, okay. No.

INT:

It’s pretty minimal.

BR:

Well see, I didn’t even go in I don’t think. They probably just gave me
something—[Looking at Partin’s AF-117 report form]. Okay. Well, this
isn’t my writing anyway, so maybe that was Major Partin’s there.

INT:

Oh, really? Okay, so you didn’t do a Blue Book report?
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BR:

No.

INT:

We need to make that clear. You never did file a Blue Book report. The
pilot did the final report?

BR:

Yeah. And see the other’s flying the airplane and I’m looking.

INT:

And so we were in error when we said that you had a report in this file
here?

BR:

Yeah. And see the bad thing is he had to fly the airplane and I’m doing the
looking for the most part.

INT:

And the radio conversation does not indicate the general officer on the
radio?

BR:

Right.

INT:

They’re telling you to go back around and look at—

BR:

Over fly it and then film it, see.

INT:

Right. So that’s also incomplete?

BR:

Mm-hmmm.

INT:

Did they ever look at all the 14 individual reports and try and coordinate
the sightings?

BR:

Like I said, the only thing that I was told was when we were briefed the
next day on it.

INT:

The general officer—he didn’t say what he thought it was or anything?

BR:

No, he just told us to go back and over fly it and observe it and film it.

INT:

And at his briefing he didn’t say what it was—what he thought it was
either?

BR:

No, but he said it was something pretty important to be able to remove the
20-ton concrete lid.

INT:

He asked you to film it?

BR:

Yes, uh-huh.
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INT:

You didn’t have any film?

BR:

Well, I don’t know. See, the navigator’s operate that. And usually we do.
Well, on bomb runs we were filming our low level routes and everything,
so they had film running most all the time.

INT:

And you wouldn’t—if he had been running film you wouldn’t have known
about it?

BR:

No, I wouldn’t have known.

INT:

Oh really? They do that separate from you? They don’t need your order or
anything?

BR:

No.

INT:

Whenever they want to run film they run film.

BR:

Right. Yeah. During important things and they just automatically do it.

INT:

Who was the—

BR:

The nav team? I can’t even remember the crew.

INT:

I don’t think any of that is listed in here. Maybe they did run film and
they didn’t want people to know.

BR:

Yeah.

INT:

Now you had a story too about a fellow in the CIA?

BR:

Okay, right. About 4 years ago when I was taking a state test for a state
job, there was someone in the group taking a test with me about my age,
so I just asked him where he was from or something. Anyway, it turned
out that he and I both went to [the same] high school and he was 2 years
behind me. We had a discussion about where we went after school. I told
him I was stationed in the Air Force at Minot Air Force Base in North
Dakota, and he just mentioned that he had been up there too and so I asked
if he was in the Air Force also, and he said “No.” He said that he was in
the CIA, and I said, “Well what was the CIA doing up at Minot?” He said
“Well, they sent me up there to investigate an incident between a B-52 and
a UFO,” and so I told him “Well, I was flying the B-52.” So we discussed
that a little bit and I mentioned that Project Blue Book had said that there
was just a ball of lightning and it wasn’t a UFO and he just made this
statement, says, “They lied. It was a UFO,” so…
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INT:

So, in other words the CIA was involved?

BR:

Yeah.

INT:

You had tried to locate this person again?

BR:

I just looked in my annual. It just went back to the one class behind me
and I’m pretty sure he said that he was two classes behind me. And I
looked for his phone number in the phone book and I didn’t see his name
in there, but he could have lived anywhere in the area and still—it was an
area-wide test, so he could have come from any number of towns from
around. He could probably be located with the—

INT:

When you graduated from high school, was it—

BR:

1960, so he would have been the class of ’62.

INT:

Also, is James Partin still alive?

BR:

Oh yeah. Well, I’d say he’s probably 10 years older than I am, so he’s
probably—you could always call Delta Airlines and get Don Cagle's
address and see if he wants to say anything. Now he’s probably retired.

INT:

He was hiding in the back?

BR:

He was hiding in the back, yeah.

INT:

What does he know? Well he knew the first part of it, right?

BR:

Oh yeah. He knew enough to go back and hide.

INT:

I mean what did he say at the time?

BR:

He said he wasn’t going to be involved with seeing it. Yeah, he just said,
“I have an interview with Delta tomorrow and I’m not going to look at any
UFOs.”

INT:

In your time with the Air Force you never had any other incidents?

BR:

Not UFO incidents. No.

INT:

Was the scuttlebutt that seeing an UFO was bad for your career?

BR:

Of course. Yeah.
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INT:

Especially if you’re flying nukes?

BR:

Right, yeah. Yeah, anything involving nuclear weapons of any sort,
everything, every test, and everything is 100%. You don’t make a mistake
in any way.

INT:

Did the commander call you in and do a suitability thing after this
incident?

BR:

Oh, it was ‘just let it go.’ Right. Well, the ones involved in this debriefing
had a Top Secret ESI clearance, so, you know supposedly we had enough
sense not to say anything.

INT:

Yeah. Well 30 years later—

BR:

Right, yeah. I really expected it to come up before now, you know?

[Transcript end]

27

SOHP - Bradford Runyon – May 2000

FOLLOWING ARE TEN QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS POSED TO BRAD
RUNYON BY TOM TULIEN AND JIM KLOTZ REGARDING THE 1968 MINOT
UFO EVENTS.
Subj:
Re: questions & inquiry
Date:
12/9/00 4:35:02 PM Central Standard Time
From: Runyon, Brad
To: Tom Tulien

________________________________________________________________________

1. From the flight path indicated on the drawing above, it appears that the pilot
occupying the left seat (AC) would have had the best view of the object on two
occasions; when the B-52 passed near the object on the downward leg—and then
passed above (or, off to the side?) of the object following the 180-degree turn. Do
you agree that this was the case? Did you pass directly over the object or off to
one side?
Runyan: Yes, Maj. Partin had the best view as he was in the left seat. We were no
closer to it than a half mile on the downwind leg and probably not much closer on the
base leg when we turned 90 degrees. When we turned the final 90 degrees headed
towards the runway, it was then behind us and out of sight.
2. If the above is true, how easy or difficult was it for you in the right seat to see the
object (on the left side of the plane) when over flying it? Did you see it clearly on
both occasions, indicated above (also indicated by your drawing of the object side
view)? Did you see the object before making the 180-degree turn? Or, put
differently, did you see the object on two separate occasions (first from the side
view, and then from overhead looking down)?
Runyan: I first saw it from the right seat looking out the left (pilot's) window. As we
banked into the turn, I had a good view all thru the turn.
3. Did you or Partin suggest that other crewmembers come forward to view the
object? Who?
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Runyan: Neither one of us called for the rest of the crew. They were aware of the
incident having listened to the intercom discussions among crewmembers. The rest of
the crew remained at their stations in case they had to eject.
4. From the interviews of Mr. Runyan, Mr. McCaslin and Mr. Goduto, it seems that
during at least part of the flight, James Partin was in the left (AC) seat while Don
Cagle had been occupying the IP “jump seat.” Also it has been said that Don
Cagle went to the bunk (?) during the high-altitude radar encounter. Did he stay
there for the duration of the event including the close approach, over flight of the
object, and landing the B-52?
Runyan: Yes, Maj. Partin was in the pilot's seat the entire flight. Don Cagle left the
IP seat during the high-altitude radar encounter and remained in the bunk area. He
never observed the object.
5. Wouldn’t regulations require Cagle (AC) to remain on the flight deck? Why was
it reasonable for him to decide to leave the flight deck in an extraordinary
situation?
Runyan: No one thought of any regulations requiring him to remain in the cockpit,
as James Partin was qualified to pilot the aircraft at that time, having completed his
aircraft familiarization check.
6. Who was in the left seat during the last pass over flight of the landed (or
hovering) object, Partin or Cagle?
Runyan: Partin was in the left seat during the entire flight.
7. How big did the object appear on the ground… i.e. what common object held at
arm’s length would cover it? Or, how many finger-widths would have covered it?
Runyan: My first impression was that the orange portion was bigger than a large
barn and the tubular section reminded me of a large grain silo lying on its side. The
crescent shaped part did not become clear until we rolled into the first 90-degree turn.
8. Mr. Runyan’s drawing is very detailed, but can he estimate how big the object
might have been? Width, Length, and Height.
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Runyan: I'm not good at estimating dimensions especially 32 years after the fact, but
to my best guess, I would say it was at least 200 ft in length, and 100 ft in width, and
50 ft. in height.
9. Also, did you see the object as reported by Partin in his Form 117? In this case
the CT provided the object’s position at one o’clock (in the transcription it states:
“B-52 on heading 290-degrees asked to look for an orange light 15 to 16 miles at
1 o’clock position (reply affirmative?) “AC roger I see a…(garbled)” (Transcript
from tape). In Partin’s report he states for the location of this sighting: “north east
of Minot AFB, ND, 10 miles at an altitude of 3200 ft. MSL.” Also, “as I turned
on the downwind leg in the traffic pattern I saw a bright orange ball of light at my
one o’clock position. It appeared to be about 15 miles away, and either on the
ground or just slightly above the ground. The light maintained stationary as we
flew toward it. I turned onto base leg about one mile to the south of the light and
was above it. The light did not move during this time.”
Runyan: I made all the radio calls from the aircraft and according to the transcript of
radio traffic between CT and aircraft; I stated that I did see an object. But I don't
remember seeing any outlines until we were close to the object as I was probably
running check lists and doing other aircraft duties at that time.
10. Brad, we are a bit confused on the chronological sequence of events. Would you
be willing to list the events in sequence, beginning prior to McCaslin’s radar
sighting of the object approaching from behind, and ending with the debriefing
the following day?
Runyan: SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:
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When I requested permission to make a penetration from FL 200 to land at Minot, I
was asked to fly a certain heading and check for something in this area. While flying
in the indicated direction the Navigator McCaslin notified us of a fast approaching
object. Either he or the RN Richie said the object would be unable to stop as fast as it
was approaching. But it did stop off our right wing or tail at which time our UHF
transmitters went out. A short time later, it appeared on the left side of the aircraft and
stayed there until we came within 10 miles of Minot AFB runway. According to the
Nav team, the object sat down on the ground at this point and we proceeded to make a
low approach at MAFB.
We were instructed to go back and observe the object. Ground radar turned us 90
degrees to the left away from the runway and then another 90 degrees on the
downwind leg. We passed to the right of the object going away from the runway and
turned left 90 degrees above and to the right of the object. Then we made another 90
degree turn towards the runway for final landing.
I hope this helps.
Sincerely, Brad
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